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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK...

We often iiMeheof tobhth&eét s
keep in mind that there
forward combat airfields ‘1[
ral e abnedi nwe lolf t he fight|l|
mi zed. Il n this issue of
contributione&mof hei pgkee

Anot her short article fr n, 3
counts a close call he h ot i
an airplane.

The2B bombers had a numb nt m
tions involving their ar had
| oaded wi t-tt@Imwltthieplse cHad r*® a n -

non. The most dnuseudalbelways ttuhrer esth.or t

We have a photo in our Archives that show
only a few feet above the ocean with one
BS, recounts the story of what we see the
the photo.

We al so have extracts from the newspaper

catch up on the jokes and gossip current

|l it ves of the ground echel ons whose names
|l n our | ast iIissue we offered a salute to
the 57th BW on Corsica. Domi ni que Taddei
talion which we are-upuhliloi ¢thieng Isdroe yas a
Finally, we would |Iike to make you awar e
members of the Doolittle Raid, who contin
Group.



The Women of t he Amer | C ¢

The Women of the American Red Cross provi

They provided comforts and diversions for
er wise al/l mal e environment . On those oc
get her a party, they had someone to dance

The Red Cross girls were photographed of't
presence on t e adiwabyass eh.av eWet hdeoinr names s ¢
fice.

Donuts are intimately associated with the
mi ssion, the boys could be assured that t
nuts and coffee for the boys to-2ehnhpnoel bed
to report on the mission and any enemy tr
to or from the target site

On one smol dering hot day on Corsica, Jul

Di ary reported:

Peggy Steers, White Pl ains, N. Y. our R
pass out doughnuts to the returning col
of clothing. Whatever attention accor

[Th@&@t Peggy Steers on the cover of this Jol

The | ine for donuts was a popular moti f d
Camera Detachment decided to make a film
340th BG War Diary entry for July 20, 194

2nd Lt. Wil bur T. Bl ume, C. O. of t he ¢
l' y making a movie film about the Red C
crews after their missions. He has fi|
get, the bombs dropping over the target
eating and drinking during the interro
Red Cross girls actually handing out t|
cause the photogenic Red Cross gir-l wa:
| ooking Red Cross girls in Bastia by h;
to film the sequence. Fraud! Fraud! . .



Unfortunately, that film never came to |

did not turn out to be a boffo success:

g S T A S 13 september 1944
SUBJECT 2?.:36 = 7 The Doughnut, Blume, Fowkes, Karner; 17 Aug 1944

poughnut 1S‘r1uut10n although its Valwo as a morale maintainer is

unqnc:tlonud has boen pretty well exhausted as a combat camera subice

by re)ot_tlon. From this standpoint the best part of the present effe

;; bds’lOOhJ 6 devoted to the manufacture of the douchnuts rather

Luav#}nc mman interest portions, As a whole, the subject is over=

length, repetitian and slow-paced, FPFootage does not alwavs follow

caption sheets, Photography is affected by frequent overexposure

And occasional Solt focus, 8ince our judcement in this case ,r_; he

biassed, the subject has been referred to BPR for possible Jsé. R
T g e TN 3 P 3 19~c:tohﬁr 1944

Al t h @Tuhgeh Docmv\gahsnuat fl op, Blume was a talent

Bl ood ©Otor Baitnd et he delivery of bl ood to

Peggy Steers appears again in the 340th H

thor of the diary:
Peggy Steers, White Plains, N.Y., Vassazéa
ceived orders to | eave this organizati
The abrupt i nvitation was the conseque
the Red Cross field director in this ail
and supporting actions ti®wa hd Famslari $dt etdh
Col oimelbl d not be toleoated in this org:
Peggy' s biggest difficulty now is tran:
turn to the States. She has been over.
has died causing some disruption in th
returning home iIis that her departure s
ing [sic] letter.
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From Left to Right, B-25 crew members: Sgt. John C. Bellendir
(6nr.), Chicago; Sgt. Raymond J. Swingholm (Eng/6Gnr.), Lebanon,
PA; Sgt. Harris B. Pate (Rd/Gnr.), Hamlet, NC; Red Cross
Clubmobile Worker, Peggy Steers from White Plains, NY. and
T/S5gt. Aubrey Chatters (Rd/6nr.), Milington MI. All from the
321st Bombardment Group, 447th Bombardment Squadron,12th
Air Force. Alesani Airfield, Corsica, 2nd of July 1944,
(Photographer - Ollie Atkins, reporter for the American Red
Cross. Colorized by Lori Lang from America)

|l n October of 1944 the 340th HQ decided t
ment s.

M/ Sgt. McEIlroy, Group Sergeant Major, wa
charge of putting a tin roof on the EM F
purposes of converting the club into a t

The EM Red Cross club is widely patroni z

usually in progress under the skilled ma
well after a-poolgd mbeic&er sPi pgano pl ayir
sions.

Sgt. Hyman Setzer, sharp |little appl e f

EM Red Cross club where M/ Sgt. McEIroy |
favorably upon the Red Cross at the mome
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Here is another photo of Dita Davis Beard
had theokesyg | egs.

Il n 1t9hwODi ta Beard would be working as a | ol
caused President Richard Nixon and the GO

Forrest M. Bri c
J. Boyer, 310t
with Red Cross
Hel en EIl | ov. )




Gri swal d, Mauri ce ; Guichar d, Charl e

Morris C Bergen, Christine, Earl W, Fi sher
der
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The Red Cross
time and effort
340th HQ War Diary
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Butterfl e LCrats sKi n

By Bob Silliman, Wing Histor.i
[ Reprinted from the Wi nt'é\e wisd %X tiesrsju e

We arrivedCabsKinagr-field (ng Qoo le

elArba i n Tunisia) th e 1
The airbase was I|I-oca er

shaped plain carved of
turing wheat. Wh e n I nt
bl oom, the surroundi odu
collar of red as a b avi
fields of grain. It ght
Il n the heat of this r,
wide dirt runway had ace
foot deep. Mi ssi ons orne t h

t_hré@ _Bat a ti me roaplata% %?wrewtoh%h\giag{eof me
airstrip for takeoff Clouds .0f ddjs arLteIJ
first |iftoffs requi vedrfa(t)q oR/vliCk aprsc}a%tt
I ¢ bl d. WK en ' read iéd Hirﬁ,- h e
al mos tn foot piece of wtme hatctye
On Bastille Day, Juliynden hogf tshtee @ la,n dmevinhtea p <
wheat farmer butcherteglr .a sA eleirgltndmatealt jiac

to the squaldesead mekegesteel cylinc
to celebratesemblsi ng afil edaeal |b wtit
French holti@dmagQuslEyemecognized ¢t}
though thesemeaparhdiehlat had br ok
up as beeftrsaewomwieh taxiing air-c
fresh meat °~ -~~~ " ~-F
the C canne
we enjoyed
cance of th
suspecting
that the of
. was enjoyin
onienthi ck st
nTeoxThurm\%Hlle t he en

hafl r e <édir at i ons.

It was on one of thos 5 t ha
IeVeoxThurman and | dec
Sho Walk thrmu@ma$huy ululll | I B O D *
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It was returned to th~ =~ s ey,
Ordinance was noti fi e spe wnes S mal
charge next to the-o0b I t h
gall on steel drum wel h,
then set off the char m s |
wards and al most di sa b e
arching over and retu

We were informed | att COU,|
of |l uskgsGthe object

one of the infamous G ag-
ment ation Antipersonn app:

ently been dr oQrpoesds owl goms sooY
field had been occupi
Sqguadr on.

-ARMING 'smu'u.tg ht

Yeés.ld | al ways r emembe.l FUZe 1 t

Ki isg Cr o: s.

EXPLOSIVE CAVITY
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Where there’s a fight there’s a Mitchell

On every battlefront of this global war
~in heat or cold, sunshine or fog—you
will find a B-25 Mitchell bomber. The
belligerent Billy Mitchells care little
whether they pick a fight with the
enemy or step in to finish one.

Mitchells have won their spurs in
the South Pacific...in the Aleutians...
in North Africa.. the Mediterranean .
over Europe

They have left behind them chaos and

ruin for the enemy. With altitude
bombing, low-level bombing, torpedo
launching, strafing attacks, these tough,
versatile wheelhorses of the Air Forces
always have new tricks to throw at the
enemy-because the men and women
at North American are determined to
keep the fighting Mitchells ready
to strike ever harder blows each time.

Good as was yesterday’s Mitchell, to-
day’s is more deadly; fast as was yes-

terday's production, today's is faster—as
North American Aviation sets the pace.
The quicker the pace, say the men
and women of North American, the
sooner the victory.

North American Aviation, Inc., designers
and builders of the B-25 Mitchell bomber.
AT-6 Texan trainer and the P-51 Mustang
fighter (A-36 fighter-bomber). Member,
Aircraft War Production Council, Inc.

North American Aviation S #> Zve /
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The-2B Lower Turret

eed the vol ume of t
0 z e. -Noy emarl 4 yt, o i
d

e
fr
rawi ngalysard to
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wn
sown
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n f

Tod@aySilicon fMBall ay falsetogamBroeak!|l daappl yMoo
time engi nleYesQiong i n t he

A good example is the | ower2%.urrlett deemdd
t he25B Medi um bomber should -h@avelebell|l pomboet

But the -B&rfaoaweltaBe did not have enough s
f or a man to dels‘c.end 1 nto |i ke the B
Gunner elnt ebasl la tBurr et . Of course the tu
of the aircraft.

15



The engineers at Bendix conceived of a tu
-2 5.

|l n the photo above you can see the bul ge

The photo bel ow shows the t-2a5  rwitt e xBreintdied

16



turret woul d be retracted for nor mal

It was a clever design.

OO _®

Figure 34 « Lower Gun Turret {Extorior View)

®

Flgure 33 « Lower Gun Turret (Interior View)

282 Foot Support Adjustment 288 Steady Grip ret Control
283 Upper Turret Shaft 289 Manual Turret Contro! Shifter 264 Turret Dinconnect Switeh
284 Gun t Eyi sl on

265 Controller Box
285 Hetract Leve 298 Turret Operator's Chest Sup-
280 Turret Rofat

and Retraction 231 Spar

Tuning Unlts for port
Lisison Tranamitter 297 Radio Operatar's Table

Motor
287 Interphone Button - Inboard 263 Gun Sight Adjustment Collar 298 Turret Oporator's Kneeling
End of Steady Grip 203 Crank Handle for Manal Tur- Pad
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