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" 428th Bombardment Squadren History ' 1 Decenber 1:31, 1943.
- i e

latter had been bivouaced next to us at Biserte. Such is the stuff of fate.

| A1l things considered, the trip wes uneventful--perfect, from the official
point of view. We dropped anchor in the '\bea.utiﬂﬂ. harbor of Ajaccio et 1400
hours. By 1700 hours, the first motor convoy headed for the staging area at

Mezzouvia perhaps 7 miles Northwest of the-town.

The 31st day found us busily engeged,both setiing up after the hasty
camp preparations of the night before, and trying to find out 1f we were to
shove off the next day. As msual the end purposes were diverse. The personnel
moved to Ajaccio almost enmagse NWew Year's Eve. The evening was surprisingly
quiet, At 10:30 we were back at the base, all of us sound, and most of us
sober, Thus was the passing of Anno Domini 1943. Nor were there any tears
over its passing.

45 & vnit, we had been lucky during the past yeer in many weys. Our losses
were lower than any of the other squadrons in the group, and we had a larger
number of enemy kills. Since the beginning of the year, when we first started
into combat,the feeling had grown in the squadron thal our unit wes something
more than just another squadron; fin fact, sentiment could be founﬁ quite pre-
valent that the 428th Sjuadron was, in a large part, the 310th Group. Of course,
it wes always difficult to get members of the cther three squadrons to admit
this, but occasionally, in a confidential mood, or perhsps when not quite sober,
and therefore not inhibited, they would sigh and confess that yes, the 428th
wee probably, all in all, the best squadron in the group.

Though we had been fortunate as a unit, there ere very few, if any, among
the aquadrnn‘a- personnel that regret that 1943 is over. We have come through
some of the roughest living concitloms any of us have ever seen, which probably
reached their wors£ at King's Cross, where for two weeks the wind blew at 25
miles per hour, and it was 120 ddgrees in the shede, Surely 1944 will be better,
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