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The 428th Bombardment Squadron was sctivated at Key Field, <G
Meridian, Mise., on April 25th, 1942, It was one of the newly-activated units 5 -4
of the Third Air Forece which were brought up to authorized strength at that b4 _'L
y being formed mainly of trained groups of specialiste from other organiza= -— —
tlonn. The nucleua of the 425th Squadron was a cadre from the 37th Reconnais- 1:“ H
sance Squadron, 309th Bombardment udroup, at Key Fisld, Meridian, mississippi, (v

and a small group from other units of the 309th Bombardment Group at Jackson,
Mississippi. Among the members of these cadres who subsequently took an active
part in the Squadron's history were lst Lt. Louis Ryterband, M.C., the flight

surgeon; lat Lt. Harry A. Gervin, A.0., the first oomnding officer; Master Sgus

Reymond O. Hollen; First Sgt. Lestsr L. Abernethy; 3taff Sgt. Thomas E., Preisser
a.nd Staff Sgt. Walter L. Decker.

The 428th 8quadron was brought close to autnorized strength a
Key Field, by transfer from replacemsnt pools, and began its active life at Co-
lumbia Air Base, Columbia, 8.0., on May 17th, 1942, It became part of the 3luwn
Sombedment Group (M), at thit point, under the command of 2nd Lt. Calvin C.

Titus, A.C. On June 20th, 1942, Lt. Titus was succeeded by lst., Lt., James P,
Walker, 4.C., & graduat?ér West Foint in the Ulass or 1941,

Lt, Walker exercised command from June 2lst to July 2lst, .1942,
being succeeded by lst. Lt. William M. Bower, A.0., one of the pilots on the famed
Tokyo bombing raid during the early part of 1942, On August 16th, 1942, both Lt.
Walker and Lt. Bower were promotesd to the grade of captain.

On August 14th, 1942, ths 310th Bombardment Group, inciuding the

428th Squadron, wes transferred to Waiterboro Air Base, Walterboro, South Caro-
lins. The Squadron participated in intensive Second Fhase OTU training until

August 28th, 1942, when the Air Echelon, consisting of 1l officers and 36 E.M,

left for oveeseas duty via Ft, Dix, N.J. This echelon left Ft. Dix on Sept. 4th,

embarked Sept. 5th from New York on the HMS "Queen Mary", and arrived at Gourock,

Scotland, on Sept. llth, The following day the Air Echelon proceeded to Hard-

wick Station, RAF, near Bungay, on the border between Norfolk and Suffolk counte

* ies, England. o

Here, the Air Echelon was joined by the Flight Echelon, consisting =

of thirteen B-250 aircraft and their orews, under command of the Squadron Omng -

er, Oapt. Bower. On October 5th, Capt. Bower was promoted to the grade of majori’ ¥)

On October 28th, the 428th wes transferred to Hardwick's satellite Field, F‘lixton.._}; W

near Bungey. A few days later, November 5th, 1942, the Squadron was split n;ainw |

into three Air Priorities for transfer to the North African Theatre of Operatioms. (i
The first priority moved to Ibsley, Cornwall, by train, remaining o

there until November 15th, 1542, when it was taken to the field nt_.ﬂhrn, near 7 Q‘l-
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Bom‘mouﬂl, on the English Chamnel. rfrom this point it was flown in 0-47 trans< ¢

ports to Cesablanca, French Morocco, arriving the following day with no losses,
The second priority left Hurn on November 18th and landed at Tafaroui Field near
Oran, joining the first priority at Casablanca November 20th, The third priority

left England by boat, subssquently arriving at Oran and waiting for orders to join
the first two. :

Meanwhile the bulk of the squadron's personnel had been divided into two parts
at Walterboro, called the Ground Echelon and the Rear Detachment., The Ground Echelon
moved from Walterboro to Greenville, South Carolina, under commad of 2nd Lt., Richard
T. Lindeberg, A.0., remaining thers until October 17th. it then procseded to Ft.

Dix, remaining there for final egipping until November lst. There it boarded the
USS MONTICELLO, a former Italian liner, and sailed for Cashlanca, arriving November
18th,

The Rear Detachment likewise moved to Greenville, thence to Ft, Dix and sailed

for Casablanca about November 24th, Before it arrived st Oashlanca, the\428th Detach-
ent had left that point for Fedala, as guards for a gasoline dump near the city.

The Detachment, consisting of the Air ad Ground Echelons, moved by train to Telergma,
Algeria, a distance of 1,100 miles, in five days from December 16th to 21st, inclus-

ive, under commana of Oept. Kent Sagendorph, intelligence officer. At Telergma it
met five airplanes of its squadron, commanded by Lts., Marsh, Helsabeck, Canham,
Beatty and Thompson, These airplanes had besn pressed into detached service by the
XIT Bomber Commmd and had executed seven operationmal missions at the time of the
Detachment's arrivd,

The Detachment, with these five aircraft, immediately went into Squadron Qpera-
tlon with the other airplanes of the 310th Group, even though the Squadron Commander,
Maj. William M. Bower, had nov arrived. During this phase of operations, the entire
Detachment, operating as a squadron, was under the command of lst. Lt. 0. J. Helsa=

eck,

‘ On January lst, 1943, the 428th Squadron accompanied the 310th Bombardment
Group to a new field located six milea from Tolerf;m, from which point it continued
operations against the enemy,

%
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__—Captain, A.0.
=T L Intelligence Officer.
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