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3UBJECT: 3quadron History  
_
 

TO : C.O., 310th Bombardment aroup,
(M) i  

    

The 428th Bombardment 3quadron wae activated at Key Field,  
 

Meridian, Miss., on April 25th, 1942, It ti+ae one oP the noxly,activated units 3   
of the Third Air F'orce ahich were brought up to authorized etrength at that    
time, being formed mainly of trained groctps of specialiets from other organiza- -- -
t i ons . The nuc l eue of t h e 42tSt h 9 qua dr Un va e a ca dre f ro m t he 37t h Re c onna i s - -  '   '
aance 3quadron, 309th Bombardment  troup, at xey Fiald, Meridian, Miasiseippi,

 
 

alnd a small group Prom other unite oP the j09th Bombardment t roup at Jackson,
• Miesissippf. Smong the membere o 'these cadrea who aubsequently toelc an active

part in the 3quadron 'e hi9tory were let Lt. Louie E yterband, M .C., the flight
eurgeon; lat Lt. He rry A. Qervin, A.O., the firet comnandiag offiaer; Maater Bg ,
Zaymond 0. Hollen; First 3gt. Leetsr L. Abernethyj 3taff 3gt. Thomae E. Preieeer
and 3taff 3gt. Walter L. Decker.

The 428th 3quadron rras brought cloee tu authorized strength at
Key Field, by transfer from replacemsnt pools, and began its active life at Co-
lumbia Air Baee, Oolumbia, 9.C., on I ay 17th, 1942. It became part oP the 31u  n
liombadment Group (M), at th  point, under the command of 2nd Lt. Calvia C.
Titus, A .C. On  une zOth, 1942, Lt. Titus wae aucceeded by let. Lt. Jamea P.
Wa l ker , A. C. , a gra dua t e

  f 'rle et Foi nt i n t htl Ul a s e or 194 1 .
Lt. Walker exeraised command from June 21at to July 21et, .

1942,
being eueceeded by lst. Lt. William M. Bower, A.C., one of the pilots on the famsd
Tokyo bombi r g rai d dur u zg t he ea r l y part of 1942 . On Augu et 16t h , 1942 , bot h Lt .

• Walker and Lt. Bower were promoted to the grade of eaptain.
On Auguat 14th, 1942, Lhe 310th Bombardment aroup, including the

428th 5quadron, was transferred to Walterboro Air Base, Walterboro, 3outh Caro--lina .   e Squadron participated in inteneive Second Phaee OTU training until
dugust 2t3th, 1942, when the Air Eohelon, eoneisting of 11 officere and 36 E.M.
left for oveeeeae duty via Ft. Dix, N .J. This echelon left Ft. Diz on 9ept.

4th,
embarked 9ept. 5th from Nevr York on the HI y3 "auean Mary", and arrived at Gourock,
3cotle nd, on 3ept, llth. The following day tha Air Echelon procaeded to Hard-
xick 9tation, RAF, near Bungay, on the border between Norfolk and Suffolk count-
i e e , En,g

l a tid.
Here, the Air Echelon was joined by the Flight Echelon, consieting• _ ; 

of thirteen B-25C aircraft and their orews, under comr and of the 3quadron Command   
er, Capt. Bower. an Oetober 5th, Capt. Bower was promoted to the grade of major Y   

On Oetober 28th, the 428th was transferred to Hardwick's satellite Field, Flizto
n
,
j
,

 

near Bungay. A fex daye later, November 5th, 1942, the 9quadron ws.a aplit again w  

into three Air Priorities for transfer to the North African Theatre of Operationa.
 l•

The f i r e t pr i or i t y move d t o I be l ey , Cornv a l l , by t ra i n, rema.i ni ng  

there until Novemaber 15th, 1942, when it was taken to the field at Hurn, near -
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Bou  Camoutb , on t he E  g l i eh Cha nne l , r r ama t hi e poi nt i t ra e f l own i n C- 47 t rane- '
porte to Caeablanca, French Morocco, arriving the Pollorrin,g day with no lossea.
The second priority left Hurn on November 18th and landed at Tafaroui Field near
Oran,  oiain,  the firet priority at Caaablanea November 20th. The third priority
left E gland by boat, eubaequ-.ntly arriving at Oran and waitlr g for orders to  oin
the firet tNO.  

Meaawhile the bulk of the aquadron 's peraonnel had been divided into tr,o parta
at Walterboro, ealled the Ground Eehelon and the Rear Detdehment, The around Echelon
moved from Walterboro to Greenville, 9outn Carolina, under com  d of 2nd Lt. Richard
T. Lindeberg, A .C., remaining there until October 17th. !t then proceeded to Ft.
Diz, reIDaining there for fiz  l e }ipping until November lst. There it boarded the
US9 MONTI ELLO, a former Italian liner, and eailed for Oaailanca, arriving November
18t h ,

The Rear Detactmdent likewise moved to Greenville, thence to Ft. Din and eailed
for Caeablanca about November 2 Fth. Before it s rrived at Caa lanea, theM428th Detach-  ent had left that point for Fedala, ae guarde for a gasoline dump nea.r the city.
The Detachment, conaisting of the Air ad Ground Echelons, moved by train to Telerg ma,
Algsria, e diatance oP 1,100 milee, in five daye from I?ecember 16th tc 21et, inclus-
ive, under eommana oP Capt. Kent 3agendorph, intelligence oPficer. At Telergma ft

met five airplanee of its squadron, co® anded by Lts. Mareh, Helsabeck, Csnham,
Beatty and Thompeon. Theae airplanes had been preeeed into detached service by the
XII Bomber Com  d and had executed seven operational misaiono at the time .o

f the
Detachment 'e arrivd.

The Det e chment ,  +i t h t heee f i ve ai rc ra f t , i mme di at e l y xent i nt o Squadr on Opera-
tion with the other airplanee or the 310th Group, even though the 3quadron Commander,Ma . William M, Boxer, had noti arrived. Daring thia phaee or operatione, thz entire
Detachment, operat ng ae a •quadron, rrae under the coffiaand of let. Lt. C. J. Helea-

On January lat, 1943, the  i2t th Squadron acoompanied tha 310th Bombardment
      •

Group to a neW field located eia milee from Telergma, from which point it continued
operatione againet the enemy.

  ,;  
,. ,  - ,

 
     

  .
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  KENT SA r D©
(/ )' i -RPH

-    .p   ,e.i n , A. C. `
, - - "  Int e l l i g ene e Of f i o ar .
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