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Special Outline Section for October 1944

During the month of October there was a noticeable slackening off on the social and operational 
activities of the Squadron.

Despite the impossible flying weather which persisted throughout the
greater part of the month, a total of 10 missions and 116 sorties were
flown against enemy positions in Northern Italy.  One aircraft was lost in
these operations, due to enemy anti-aircraft fire, bringing the ratio of
planes lost to sorties flown to .6131%.

Colonel Peter H. Remington replaced Colonel Anthony G. Hunter as
Group commander.  Colonel Hunter, who had been Commanding Officer
of the 310th Bombardment Group since 18 June 1942, moved to the 57th

Bombardment Wing as Chief of Staff.

Both the Officers and Enlisted Men’s Clubs, hub of Squadron social life,
were blacked out the greater part of the month as a result of the
curtailment of liquor purchases in Catania.

A U.S.O. show, frequent movies and seasonal sport activities supplied
most of the recreation.

Despite the weather and the prospect of a continued 
stay in Corsica, Squadron health and morale were 
good.

Members of the Squadron were awarded the 
following decorations during the month:  2 Silver 
Stars; 16 Distinguished Flying Crosses; 4 First Oak 
Leaf Clusters to the Distinguished Flying Cross; 1 
Second Oak Leaf Cluster to the Distinguished Flying 
Cross; 3 Soldiers Medals; 2 Bronze Star Medals; 3 
Purple Hearts; 43 Air Medals; and 424 Oak Leaf 
Clusters to the Air Medal.

One combat officer, 2 combat enlisted men and 3 ground enlisted men were transferred into the 
Squadron during the month.

Figure 1: Col. Remington

Figure 2: Col. Hunter



War Diary of the 381st Squadron  October 1944

1 Sergeant John Simun of the Engineering Section, “shakes a mean haystack.”  This was 
evidenced by his antics on the stage this afternoon as a traveling U.S.O. show entertained at this 
Corsican base.  This itinerant troop did not depend entirely upon its own cast to entertain the audience. 
Instead, the Mistress of Ceremonies invited some individuals in the audience to the stage to provide 
some laughs.  One of the intrepid volunteers was the 381st own ‘Honest John.’  Immediately he was 
arrayed in a grass skirt and taught the hula quicker than Madam La Zonga [character in a film played 
by Lupe Vélez] could shake her torso.  Having rolled his trouser above his knees, he displayed a trim 
calf and elicited many whistles from the other G.I.’s.

1st Lt. C. W. Prasse returned from the hospital and 1st Lt. F. W. Watson, Jr. entered the 15th Field 
Hospital [Ghisonaccia].

The following named personnel left for Rome Rest Camp:  1st Lts. W. H. Lewis, Jr., G. A. Woods, R. D.
Klinkman and O. L. J. Twedt; F/O T. J. Brady; T/Sgt. M. Vogel; and S/Sgts. J. H. Almond and M. C. 
Chapman.

The following named personnel left for Capri Rest Camp: 1st Lts. R. D. Bonnaviat, A. P. Lugert, R. J. 
McHugh and R. W. Strand; T/Sgt. J. J. Winkopp; and S/Sgts. L. Humble and F. L. Jolitz.

One bombing mission.

2 Captain R. Pemberton, Squadron Intelligence Officer, today entered the 15th Field Hospital 
suffering from a sprained back.

No bombing missions.

3 Nature has nothing on the Army when it comes to changing colors with the season.  This 
morning, the Officers blossomed out in pinks and forest greens while the enlisted men formed long 
queues in front of the Supply Room as they drew their O.D.’s [Olive Drab uniforms].  Fortunate was 
the individual who dew a pair of new trousers or a pair that came somewhere near fitting as well as 
those he turned in last summer.  Lt. “Pop” Wells, Squadron Supply Officer, says that he has to collect 
them each summer to foil the Yankee instinct for trading with the local gentry.

The following officers were promoted to the rank of Captain: 1st Lts. G. K. McDonald, K. L. Gimson 
and R. C. Kienitz.

Sgt. W. B. Surbled was assigned to the Squadron.

Sgt. C. C. Newberry is absent sick at the 15th Field Hospital.

One bombing mission.

4 Almost any hour of the day J. D. Thompson can be heard humming or singing that old tin pan 
alley favorite, “Say it isn’t So!”  J.D. says the song is very soothing (to him) when some unthinking 
person mentions any of the current rumors about moving to another theater.



The following personnel left for Rome Rest Camp:  M/Sgt. W. J. Malloy; S/Sgts. W.H. Kiel and R. J. 
Stanton; Sgt. M. P. Gaddy and Pfc. L. J. DeNicola.

One bombing mission.

5 During the past few days many a passer-by was observed striding up to the maps adorning the 
front of the Orderly Room, only to turn away disappointed at the unchanging battle lines.  Missing are 
the small groups of eager onlookers as Captain Pemberton posted the daily changes and answered the 
many queries put to him by the amateur strategists. It is hoped that the Captain returns soon as the war 
has virtually come to a standstill for the devotees of his war maps.

Sgt. C. C. Newberry returned from the 15th Field Hospital.

No bombing missions.

6 Evidence that some of the liquor purchased in Catania was poisonous and the resultant 
curtailment in buying is responsible for the lack of activity these days around the Officers and Enlisted 
Men’s Clubs.

S/Sgt. A. A. Pudlo was promoted to the rank of T/Sgt. 

The following named personnel were assigned to the Squadron:  Capt. H. A. Sessler; Sgt. H. R. 
Vasquez and Pvt. A. B. Parker

No bombing missions.

7 Anent the subject of liquor, one of the new replacements upon hearing that the Club did not sell 
American brands smugly remarked that he wasn’t interested in the stuff unless he could get the very 
best. Our guess is that in the not too distant future he will be drinking the best alright - - but, the best in 
Corsica.

S/Sgt. J. Romo and Pfc. A. F. Olson returned from the hospital.

Cpl. S. J. Domanski is absent sick at the 15th Field Hospital.

The following named personnel left for Rest Camp at Capri:  Capt. R. D. Abbott; 1st Lt. P. F. Goyer; 
and Sgts. E. J. Kilkenny and E. J. Leja.

No bombing missions.

8 Colonel Peter H. Remington replaced Colonel Anthony G. Hunter as Group Commander.  
Colonel Hunter, who had been Commanding Officer of the 310th Bombardment Group since 18 June 
1942, moved to 57th Bombardment Wing as Chief of Staff.

Cpl. V. A. Taylor is absent sick at the 15th Field Hospital.

1st Lt. L. A. Taylor was transferred to Headquarters Twelfth Air Force Service Command.

No bombing missions.



9 Lo!! - there was a great wailing and gnashing of teeth as word spread that the plane guard roster
would be increased to eight men per shift.  T/Sgts. and M/Sgts. gathered in excited groups and hastily 
grabbed pencil and paper.  Such a profusion of figures hasn’t been seen since rotation was announced.  
Gimlet eyes rolled up and down the Section rosters in a desperate effort to find two Privates where 
there was only one.  A late report from a usually reliable source indicate that none of the high and 
mighty non-coms will be required to take up arms in defense of the old home stead.

S/Sgt. M. B. Hosack returned from the 15th Field Hospital.

No bombing missions.

10 While carrying out his assigned duties Cpl. Loyal Kellar was mortally wounded by an 
unidentified assailant.  Cpl. Kellar joined the 381st Bombardment Squadron on 2 April at Jackson, 
Mississippi.

No bombing missions.

11 Determined to quell any attempt at violence directed against the nearby negro outfits as a result 
of the alleged shooting by a negro soldier of Cpl. Kellar, Major I. R. Campbell, Squadron Executive 
Officer, today called a meeting of all enlisted men at the ball park.  The men were told that a through 
investigation was in progress and that retribution for the killer would be swift and final.  They were 
reminded that blind retaliation and mob violence were not only violations of military law and discipline
bout were inimical to the principles for which we are fighting

One bombing mission.

12 On the local screen was Mickey Rooney in “Blond Trouble.”
Hollywood calls it trouble but the average G.I. in Corsica would
certainly like a little of that “double trouble.”

One bombing mission.

13 M/Sgt W. J. “Whip” Malloy, the amorous armament chief,
finally returned to Ghisonaccia today.  Upon being greeted by his
section with the enthusiasm usually reserved for the arrival of a
replacement, the brain wryly remarked that he was lucky enough to get
transportation, otherwise he might have had to spend another boring day
in the City of Rome.  Said remark was taken with the proverbial grain
of salt as many recalled his trip to Algiers last year which resulted in a
similar delay.  Malloy refused to comment when asked to compare the
merits of the Roman Signorina and the French Mademoiselle.

The following personnel left for Rome Rest Camp:  1st Lts. H. L. Collins, Jr., and J. S. Jameson; 2nd Lts.
N. L. Roy and R. G. Tefft; T/Sgt. W. Jolkower; and Sgts R. W. Gambrel and C. F. McSpadden.

The following personnel left for Capri Rest Camp:  1st Lt. M. Hayman; 2nd Lts. W. J. Bosshard and H. 
G. Pashkowski and W. K. Smith; J. D. Williams; Sgts. H. A. Bobber, I. Faitler and F. H. Gaines.

Pfc. H. F Knowlton is absent sick at the 15th Field Hospital.



Cpl. L. Roth returned from the 6660th Signal School Company.

No bombing missions.

14 “Roger Touhey!” Hollywood’s version of the gangster’s life, and a
couple of G.I. shorts made up the screen bill-of-fare at the local outdoor
cinema.

Back home, the curtain was rung down on another baseball season as the
two St. Louis Clubs staged a subway series with the Cards emerging
victorious.  On this side of the drink the men made the usual small bets,
discussed the merits of the contenders and gave themselves a slight case of
nostalgia as they tuned their radios to the ball games and heard the voice of
the announcer describing scenes and actions reminiscent of better days.

Captain R. Pemberton returned from the 40th Station Hospital [Cervione, Corsica].

S/Sgt. E. H. McConaughey is absent sick at the 15th Field Hospital [Ghisonaccia].

No bombing missions.

15 The Ordnance Section held a gun inspection for all personnel behind the new supply room 
today.

Harassed clerks in the awards section of the Squadron’s
were completely flabbergasted today when the contents of a
wire from the 57th Bomb Wing were made known.
According to the wire, the several hundred or so awards, so
recently and laboriously written up, are to be returned and
rewritten as mimeographed copies are no longer acceptable.

Cpl. S. J. Domanski returned from the 15th Field Hospital.

F/O T. J. Brady was promoted to the rank of 2nd Lt.

One bombing mission.

16 Admiral Horthy, regent of Hungary, today requested Armistice terms from the Allies, bringing 
nearer to completion the defection of the Nazi satellites.

The curtain raiser of the 1944 basket ball season between the 381st ‘Wonder Boys’ and the 57th Bomb 
Wing quintet turned out to be one of those torrid nip-and-tuck affairs, with the final outcome always in 
doubt.  “Wily Willie’ Winkopp, 381st guard, sank a field goal in the waning seconds of the game to give
the home team a 14-13 victory.  Manager Mack Hosack says the boys look good and expects them to be
hotter than a fire-cracker as the season gets along.

The following 2nd Lts. have been promoted to the rank of 1st Lt.:  B. F. Detweiler, W. L. McCreery, H. 
G. Pashkowski and J. D. Williams.

Figure 3: WW2 Era Mimeograph 
Machine



The following personnel left for Rome Rest Camp:  T/Sgt. E. H. Schutkesting; S/Sgt. W. D. King; Sgt. 
B. M. Hollon; Cpl. J. A. Devero; and Pfc. C. L. Harlan.

No bombing missions.

17 In the words of Sgt. O. C. Schultz of Engineering, “You just can’t beat this Army.”  He was 
referring to the fact that the breakfast table has been graced with fresh fried eggs, as you like them for 
the past four days.

No bombing missions.

18 If any further proof was needed that Corsica is to be our home for some time to come, the size 
of the Colonel’s wood-pile should be conclusive.  Eyewitness accounts say the Colonel himself is no 
mean hand with the old cross-cut.

1st Lt. F. W. Watson, Jr. is absent sick at the 15th Field Hospital.

Capt. K. L. Gimson and S/Sgt. E. L. Smith have been transferred to the 328th Ferrying Squadron.

One bombing mission.

19 In the annals of Squadron History, October 19th will be remembered as the day of the big blow.  
From early morning till dusk the wind blew with unmitigated force, ripping and tearing with savage 
ferocity at tents and hangars.  The dry earth was turned into clouds of minute dust particles that cut 
one’s face and penetrated the smallest crevice.  Visibility in the line area ranged from zero to 500 feet.  
Line personnel were issued respirators to protect them against the choking dust.  The huge canvas, 
covering the Service Squadron’s steel hangar, was left hanging in tatters.  Latrines were toppled over 
with the abandon of a Halloween prankster in the halcyon days of the outdoor privy.

Operations in the Mess Hall were seriously hampered.  C Rations were served with a liberal sprinkling 
of dust.  For added zest a cobblestone would occasionally break loose from the wall and hit the table 
with a resounding crash.  Sgt. J. D. Thompson, ‘the Sage of Ghisonaccia’ summed it all up very neatly 
when he agreed with Sherman that ‘War is hell.’

S/Sgt. M. C. ‘Moose’ Munson, the pride of Oklahoma, refused a respirator remarking that this was real 
Oklahoma weather.  So saying he stuck his head out of the Armament tent and took a deep breath of 
Oklahoma ozone.

2nd Lt. J. Wood is absent sick at the 15th Field Hospital.

1st Lts. D. D. Horrocks and F. P. Wells and Pfc P. Mainero left for the Rest Camp at Capri.

The following personnel left for Rome Rest Camp:  1st Lts. R. J. Bathurst, L. R. Hornsby and J. G. 
Mulligan; S/Sgt. H. S. Cherry; Sgt. C. J. Laffey; and Pvt. K. W. Howes.

The following combat officers and enlisted men are reported missing in action on a raid over Cameri 
Road and Railroad Bridge, Italy at 1500 hours;  1st Lts. H. L. Collins, Jr., C. W. Prasse, J. S. Bumbak, 
and R. D. Bonnaviat; S/Sgts. B. L. Garvey and A. K. Grace; and Sgt. J. C. Enko.



One bombing mission.

20 A communique from General MacArthur’s Headquarters stated that landings in force were 
made in the Central Philippines.

Major I. R. Campbell, Squadron Executive Officer, and Captain R. Pemberton, Squadron Intelligence 
Officer, left for Naples today on the first leg of their trip to the United States.  Also scheduled to leave 
was Cpl. J. A. Devero who is still at the Rome Rest Camp.

Major Campbell will return to the Squadron at the expiration of his 30 day leave while Captain 
Pemberton will be assigned to duty in the States.

Lt. D. D. Horrocks, acting Squadron Intelligence Officer, is now the only remaining officer of the 
original Air Echelon.

S/Sgt. Mack Hosacks ‘Wonder Boys’ defeated the 57th Bomb Wing quintet on their court by the score 
of 21-13.  S/Sgt. T. Knight was high scorer with 10 points. Lt. H. G. Pashkowski was runner up with 7 
points.

1st Lt. R. C. Eichten was transferred to the 7th Replacement Depot.

Two bombing missions.

21 B.B.C.’s 8 o’clock news cast reported that Germany’s stronghold of Aachen was in our hands 
with the remnants of the defenders being methodically mopped up.

Cpl. J. A. Devero of Communications, who literally missed the boat yesterday, finally made the 
connection and left for Naples today, there to await transportation to the States.

T/Sgt. A. J. Buckosh and S/Sgt. P. J. O’Brien are absent sick at the 15th Field Hospital.

T/Sgt. W. M. Peters was assigned to the Squadron today.

No bombing mission.

22 Rain again halted operations.

Capt. K. L. Gimson and S/Sgt. E. L. Smith returned from the 328th Ferrying Squadron.

2nd Lt. J. Wood and S/Sgt. E. H. McConaughey returned from the 15th Field Hospital.

The following personnel left for Rome Rest Camp:  T/Sgt. F. L. Johnson; Sgts. R. L. Dedrick, E. E. 
Deering and R. E. Johnson; and Cpl. N. N. Lichtenstein.

No bombing missions.

23 Since the Service Squadron barber has taken French leave of his too many customers, some of 
the men are displaying some very interesting examples of the tonsorial art.  After seeing M/Sgt. B. 
Vernon, Communications Section Chief, at close range we were struck with the idea of calling the new 



coiffure the tonsorial terrace, as it resembles nothing more that a terraced hillside such as can be seen in
California or Corsica.

S/Sgt. C. Q. Sandvick, commenting on his visit to Pfc. ‘barber of Seveille’ Olson, who launched this 
new fad, says that Oley loves to cut hair.  In fact, he is so wrapped up in his work that unless forcibly 
stopped the customer is liable to need a toupee to cover the spot where once was a luxuriant crop of 
hair.  Sandy said that after several minutes in the chair Oley inquired if he would like a little off the top,
which was alright, but for the fact that only a short stubble remained and not a toupee in the house.

No bombing missions.

24 For the second time in recent weeks ice cream made the menu at the local beanery.

In line with the Army’s recent announcement that educational facilities would be provided for men 
overseas, a committee under the direction of Captain R. D. Abbott was named to formulate the 
Squadron’s program.  Already pamphlets on subjects of importance to the soldier are being distributed 
for group discussion.  At least one hour per week is to be devoted to the discussion of these questions.  
If the response is adequate, attendance will be of a voluntary nature.

Bad weather for the fourth consecutive day kept our bombers on the ground.

S/Sgt. P. W. O’Brien and Sgt. J. P. Clayton returned from the hospital.

2nd Lts. C. A. Kochendorfer and R. G. Tefft were promoted to the rank of 1st Lt.

No bombing missions.

25 The Squadron drew its P X Rations today.  The absence of beer in our last issue was a low blow 
but the old morale was certainly dealt a ‘Mickey’ when it became known that cigarettes were not 
available at Lt. ‘Pop’ Wells place of business.  There was some ‘balm in Gilead’ however, as the supply
boat was expected arrive in a day or two with plenty of smokes aboard.

1st Lt. G. A. Woods and Cpl J. DeLecce are absent sick at the 40th Station Hospital.

No bombing missions.

26 Our basket ball quintet hung up another victory by defeating the 313th Signals.  Final Score 24-
13.

The following men were promoted to the rank of Cpl: Pfc. H. F. Knowlton; and Pvts. N. F. Lupardo and
B. R. Ratliff.

1st Lt. G. A. Woods returned from the 40th Station Hospital.

No bombing missions.

27 Dame Rumor, that old morale builder, is again on the loose with a variety and number sufficient
for the most avid rumor monger.  Most widespread at present is one to the effect that he 15th Air Force 



will take over our planes in the near future and the personnel will remain on the island until 
transportation to the States is available.  That should keep us happy for another two months.

No bombing missions.

28 381st Officers met the enlisted men on the gridiron today and came off second best by a score of 
24-8.

T/3 N. F. Parsons was assigned to the Squadron.

Cpl. H. F. Knowlton returned from the 40th Station Hospital.

The following named personnel left for the Rest Camp at Capri:  2nd Lts. R. H. Hight, E. H. Mitrani and
R. H. Walker; S/Sgt. H. E. Roberts, Jr., and Sgt. J. H. Smallfield.

No bombing missions.

29 Admiral Niemitz, in a communique describing the American victory in the great air-sea battle 
off the Philippines put the total of enemy ships sunk or damaged at 58.  Only two of the Japanese craft 
escaped unscathed.  American losses were light.

Sgt. D. J. Vaccaro is absent sick at the 40th Station hospital.

T/5 A. J. Buckash returned from the hospital.

No bombing missions.

30 It won’t be necessary for the G.I.’s on Corsica to dream of a white Christmas a’la Berlin this 
winter as a casual glance toward the mountains reveals the steadily advancing snow line which should 
give the authentic atmosphere.

No bombing missions.

31 As sure as death and taxes, the end of the month is pay day in the Army.  A day when the 
intricacies of G.I. finance claim the attention of all and sundry.  No one escapes.  If you are a G.I. 
Croesus, then you have friends who are breaking their neck to pay back the dough loaned them to go to
rest camp.  On the other hand, the more indigent brethren are using all sorts of arithmetical magic to 
make a private’s pay do corporal duties.

Each pay day sees more and more of the popular end of the war wagers being paid off.  If anyone is 
seen ambling around with a face as long as one of our chow lines you can be sure that he just collected 
on one of these bets.

The great indoor sport known as ‘Galloping Dominoes’ (otherwise craps) is always give new life when 
the boys collect their francs.  Sometimes it’s a short one but as the saying goes, “C’est la Guerre.”

Enrollees in the first classes of the Squadron school program were accepted by Lt. D. D. Horrocks, 
Education and Information Officer, at the enlisted men’s pay call.  Courses available were electricity, 
radio, sheet metal, instruments, and airplane mechanics.    No bombing missions.



 

Figure 4: Cartoon by Ed Betts 380th BS



Awards and Decorations

Air Medal

[See original General Orders for award of clusters]

Cyril J Laffey
Herbert G Pashkowski
Huber S Watson
James D Williams
Kerlin E Flynn
Albert L Wagnon
William F Bierds, Jr
John M Garretson
Robert J. Hight
John B Owen, Jr
Billy G Owens
Robert B Stangier
Hugh L Wright
Richard Madill
Jack Wood
William E Draheim
Walter W Kudla

James H Marable
John Nagy
William N Steele
John J Zabielski
Chalres A Kochendorfer 
Edward H Mitrani
Earl M Olson
Harry V Loosemore 
billy C Taliaferro
Sherman D Tindle 
Leonard W Wichtowski
Harold F Knowlton
Neil F Lupardo
Bob R. Ratliff

Soldier’s Medal

Edward J. Vilchek
Don H Haas
George Yousaitis

Distinguished Flying Cross

Vincent A. Collins
John Opeka, Jr
Charles L. Klecka



Leslie A Lewis
Raymond J. Bathurst
Harry L Collins, Jr
William A Mangum
Richard H. Walker
Robert C Eckerlin
Lee. R. Hornsby
John S Jameson
Bernard G Keough
Richard D Klinkman
William H Lewis Jr
John G Mulligan
Orlean L. J. Twedt

Silver Star

Paul G Galentine, Jr
Frederick W. Watson, Jr

Bronze Star

Roger F. Van Zytveld
Ellis L. Porter

Purple Heart

Frederick W. Watson, Jr
Richard H. Walker
Kerlin E. Flynn

[See original Diary for extensive list of those authorized to wear the Distinguished Unit Badge]



Operational Section

[See the original Diary for mission descriptions and crew lists.]

Casualty Section  October 1944

Aircraft Missing in Action

On 19 October, twelve aircraft, the 381st Bombardment Squadron’s 356th mission, took off to bomb 
Cameri Railroad Bridge, Italy.  Shortly after leaving the target, aircraft #43-27576, a B-25 J, was hit by 
anti-aircraft fire, but remained in flight until forced down at Nizza Mon Ferrata, Italy.  One parachute 
was seen to open.

The following were crew members of the missing aircraft:

Pilot Collins, Harry L. Jr
Co-pilot Prasse, Charles W
Navigator Bumbak, Joseph S
Bombardier Bonnaviat, Robert D
Radio-Operator Enko, John C
Turret Gunner Grace, Arthur K
Tail Gunner Garvey, Bernard L



Squadron Directory

This directory is composed of the names of personnel who have been assigned to the Squadron during 
the month.

Sessler, Howard A

Peters, Walter M

Parsons, Nolan F

Surbled, William B

Vasquez, Harry R

Parker, Allen B

B-25 Under Night-Net for Camouflage


