381°* Bombardment Squadron

November 1944

Special Outline Section for November 1944

During November the Squadron continued its activities at Ghisonaccia Station, Corsica, with no
perceptible change from the proceeding months.

Combat operations during the month were maintained at a high level with a total of 22 missions and
195 sorties flown. These operations were carried out primarily against enemy communications in
Northern Italy. On two missions our bombers went far afield and attacked, for the first time, vital
enemy communications in Yugoslavia. Although many of these targets were heavily defended by anti-
aircraft gun positions, the Squadron suffered no aircraft losses, bringing the ratio of planes lost to
sorties flown to .5760%.

S/Sgt. F. H. Woodley, turret Gunner, was fatally wounded by flak while participating on a bombing
mission on 18 November 1944.

Members of the Squadron were awarded the following decorations during the month: 1 Silver Star; 2
First Oak Leaf Clusters to the Distinguished Flying Cross; 5 Distinguished Flying Crosses; 1 Air Medal
and 222 Oak Leaf Clusters to the Air Medal.

Nine combat Officers, 4 combat enlisted men and two enlisted ground personnel were assigned to the
Squadron during the month.

Figure 1: U.S.0. Show at Ghisonaccia



War Diary of the 381* Squadron November 1944

1 Apparently the 428" Bomb Squadron doesn’t have the Indian sign on our Officers basketball
team, as they absorbed a trouncing from our boys to the tune of 28-17.

Threatening skies again postponed operations today.

Cpl. R. Corsi returned after a ten day stay in Italy where he visited relatives.

After cleaning out the small fry in the last evening’s preliminaries, the poker playing fraternity awaited
the resumption of hostilities tonight. From now on its a fight to the last franc and may the best hand
win.

No bombing missions.

2 Two years ago today the first Ground Echelon, consisting of 116 enlisted men and 4 Officers
commanded by Major 1. R. Campbell, (then 2™ Lt), cleared New York Harbor for their overseas
destination. December’s end found them operating from an advanced base at Telergma, Algeria. The
majority of these men are still with the Squadron and are looking forward, albeit somewhat ruefully, to

several more months of overseas service.

The following named 2™ Lts. were promoted to the rank of 1% Lt: W. J. Bosshard, F. H. Carr, D. C.
Cunningham, W. K. Smith, H. L. Upton and A. L. Wagnon.

Cpl. J. DeLecce returned from the 40" Station Hospital.

No bombing missions.

3 The war maps on the front of the Orderly Room have again come alive under the capable hand
of Lt. D. D. Horrocks, Squadron Intelligence Officer. Without straining the imagination, we can now
see from day to day the gigantic squeeze which the Allied Armies are applying to Nazi-land.

S/Sgts. J. N. Moore and K. Vorce left for the Capri Rest Camp.

The following personnel were assigned to the Squadron today: 2" Lts. C. K. Frank, K. A. Bragdon,
and O. J. Christensen; T/Sgts. A. B. Lipscomb, Jr., and R. J. Daems; and S/Sgt. V. O. Smith.

No bombing missions.

4 Our local Red Cross has a new and decorative addition in the person of Mrs. Irma Graham.
Thankful are the G.I.’s that Will Hays’ ban on sweaters does not extend to our ‘tight little Isle.’

[Will Hays’ Office enforced the Hollywood censorship code. It took exception to the tight sweaters
worn by stars like Lana Turner, Jane Russell, etc. who became known as “Sweater Girls.”]
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Mention of the Red Cross brings to mind the recent vocal success of one of our more talented G.I.’s,
S/Sgt. M. C. ‘Moose’ Munson. Whether Munson was entertaining the assembled soldiers or ‘Snuffy’
Smith was open to conjecture. For his debut he selected a number titled ‘South of the Border.” It was a
nice tune and ably done in the traditional Munson manner, but when certain wags made disparaging
remarks, Munson in a fit of temperament cried, “Just for that I won’t sing any Christmas Carols.”
T/Sgt. Jim Proffitt says, however, that he’ll have his protegee in the proper frame of mind by that time
and the Squadron will once more hear this stellar artist.

T/Sgt. D. H. Haas, having completed his tour of duty, was transferred to the 7" Replacement Depot,
there to await transportation to the United States.

Three bombing missions.

5 Group Photo’s monthly calendars, which hang in some of the more fortunate offices, will
doubtless cause a rush to the School of Photography.

Since the ban on inquiries concerning awards, we wonder what excuse the inquisitive hero will use to
steal a glance at those calendar cuties.

Allied weather has prevailed the past few days and our bombers have taken full advantage of it to
pulverize various and sundry targets in Northern Italy.

One bombing mission.

6 Our mail has evidently resumed its normal course, as letters from home are arriving about ten
days from date of posting. Already some Christmas packages have appeared, forerunner of the
avalanche expected in the coming weeks.

Interest is high on election eve but aside from the die-hards, another Roosevelt victory is expected.

One bombing mission.



7 It is easy to picture the long lines of voters back home awaiting
their turn to vote in the rarest of political contests, a wartime election.
Over here the voting service men have long since made their choice by
absentee ballot and now await the results with the calm detachment,
common to the fighting G.I. where political matters are concerned.

‘Pistol Packing Mama’ with Ruth Terry was the screen attraction this
evening.

Cpl. V. A. Tidwell returned from the 40" Station Hospital [Ghisonaccia,
Corsical.

RUTH TERRY
ROBERT LIVINGSTON
WALLY VERNON
JACK LA RUE

Two bombing missions.

8 This morning Cpl. R. Corsi served what he called a Roosevelt
breakfast consisting of hot cakes, pork sausage, syrup, fresh butter, fruit
juice and coffee. When the ‘little round man’ called Sgt. J. D. Thompson back for seconds he was met
with stony silence, for once, the venerable ‘Sage’ had nothing to say.

Work on the enlisted men’s mess hall started today. Lumber from the over-sized Enlisted Men’s Club
is being used to build the long needed structure.

T/3 N. F. Parsons was appointed to the grade of S/Sgt.

One bombing mission.

9 A brisk trade among the beer drinkers and the abstainers is forecast today as each man received
10 bottles of beer with his semi-monthly rations. Cigarettes, candy and cokes are standard items of

exchange for the amber brew.

A rough and tumble basketball game between our officers and the enlisted men resulted in a 27-20
victory for the brass.

T/Sgt. D. W. Smith and Sgt. D. J. Vaccaro returned from the Hospital.
M/Sgt. B. S. Vernon is absent sick at the 40" Station Hospital.
One bombing mission.

10 According to B.B.C.’s reports, the battle of the Scheldt has been won. Soon the greater port of
Antwerp will be ready to receive supplies for the embattled armies along the Western Front.

Fresh meat has proved the rule these days at the Squadron Mess Hall. C Rations are gone but not
forgotten.

A large contingent of combat men, having completed their tour of duty, left for Naples this morning
with high hopes of being home for the Holidays. The following named officers and enlisted men are
returning: Captain J. M. Baisch, III; 1* Lts M. Hayman and L. C. Heller; T/Sgts. J. E. Ferguson and G.
E. Reid; and S/Sgts. J. E. Eldridge and K. E. Myers.



T/Sgt. O. C. Olson is absent sick at the 40" Station Hospital.

The following named personnel left for Rome Rest Camp: S/Sgts. M. B. Hosack and W. E. Briggs;
Cpl. G. I. Hevle, and Pfc. F. R. DeGeorgio.

One bombing mission.

11 Today is Armistice Day. No, the war isn’t over but this day ALAN MAHSHA[.
gives promise that there is a victorious end in sight. To accentuate -

this belief, the four Squadrons of the Group scored 100% accuracy
on today’s bombing missions.

The local Red Cross had a number of Italian Made articles available
for purchase as Christmas gifts for the folks at home. Chief among
the items were gloves and jewelry.

Larraine Day and Allan Marshall were the principals in a movie
titled ‘Bridge [sic.: Bride] By Mistake’ which played at our local
cinema.

S/Sgt. M. B. Hosack, duty Sergeant, sports promoter and what have
you, says he is broadening his linguistic talents with the arrival of
the Yugoslav KP’s.

S/Sgt. J. W. Qualls and T/5 F. E. Walsh were assigned to the Squadron.
One bombing mission.

12 After several days of good weather, operations were halted by rain and sleet. A formation for
the presentation of awards was also canceled.

Chocolate ice-cream high-lighted the evening meal, affording some cheer on an otherwise gloomy day.
No bombing missions.

13 In a return basketball game between the officers and the enlisted men, the G.I.’s evened the
score with a 38-29 victory. Casualties were even. S/Sgt. T. Willis suffered a cut over his left eye,
requiring a little needle work, and Lt. L. J. Levine the other half of the collision, also required attention
from the Medics. Captain Penn, Squadron Medical Officer, says ‘absolutely no Purple Hearts.’

The following combat personnel having finished their tour of duty, left for Naples this morning, there
to await transportation to the United States: Captain G. C. Schroeder; 1* Lts. R. C. Eckerlin and F. W.
Watson, Jr.; T/Sgt. L. K. Stewart; and S/Sgt. A. J. Burgess.

T/Sgt. O. B. Atchison, Sgt. O. C. Schultz and Cpl. D. Faraci left for Rome Rest Camp.

Cpl. G. Yousaitis and Pvt. P. Peck are absent sick at the 40" Station Hospital.

One bombing mission.



14 ‘Once in a Lifetime’ (and that’s enough) played at our movie house under the stars.

Not all the laughs were on the screen. During the showing of a particularly monotonous training film,
some uninhibited spectator voiced the sentiments of the audience when he yelled, ‘take it off, take it
away!’ At that precise instant, a jackass unseen in the darkness, let out a series of brays that sent the

picture-goers into gales of laughter. The moral is, ‘never cast a stone at a jackass, he might be a
friend.’

No bombing missions.

15 Everyone was hopped up about a seven girl U.S.O. show today but it turned out that facilities
for only 75 men of the Squadron were available.

No bombing missions.

16 Sgt. D. P. Eliot of Engineering says his efforts to organize a band are meeting with signal
success. It appears likely that it will be an ‘all 310" aggregation.

Three bombing missions.
17 Presaging more aid in the heroic battle which Marshall Tito’s Partisans are making against the
German invaders, our bombers went far afield today to slash, for the first time at enemy

communications in Jugoslavia.

B.B.C. reports that an all out offensive has started along the 400 mile front from the Netherlands to the
Swiss-French border.

Lt. General Patton’s troops are fighting in the fortress city of Metz while other units are continuing an
encircling movement to the east of the city.

French 1* Army Troops are only 4 miles from Belfort.

Whenever Cpl. R. Corsi, our rotund concocter of culinary delights is about, the conversation naturally
turns to food. No exception was his recent visit to the Communications Section where he disclosed that
our fresh meat supply was a thing of the past. Corsi could shed no further light on the subject except to

say that C Rations were in again.

Sgt. J. D. Thompson, the Oracle of the Orderly Room, said he wasn’t at all surprised as he figured all
along that fresh meat was just a pre-election come-on.

F/O K. E. Flynn and J. H. Marable were appointed 2™ Lits.

S/Sgt B. D. Morningstar and Cpl W. F. Demmler left for Capri Rest Camp.

The following named combat personnel have finished their tour of duty and left for Naples, there, to
await transshipment to the United States: Captain K. L. Gimson and J. J. Innis; 1* Lts. R. P. Moss and

O. L. J. Twedt; T/Sgt. J. P. White; and S/Sgts. H. W. Monger and L. J. Slentz.

One bombing mission.



18 Best of the rumors concerns a case of beer per man for Thanksgiving.

When the steady unmistakable roar of our returning aircraft is heard, we have a habit of glancing
skyward to count the planes as they swing out over the sea before buzzing the field. Today it was
quickly apparent that all was not well as they went into echelon and zoomed low over the field; three of
our red-nosed aircraft were missing. Overhead, two planes circled the field and scores of anxious
watchers took positions of vantage on whatever object or vehicle was handy.

Some eagle-eyed observer identified them as ours. There were no red flares which meant that the
crews were uninjured. A sigh of relief went up from these little groups of well-wishers. One bomber
seemed unable to lower its landing gear. With a knowledge born of long association with planes, every
onlooker could visualize the tense drama enacted inside the ship as the crew tried desperately to lower
the wheels. As the first ship approached the emergency dirt runway, all eyes stared to see the first puff
of dust which meant that the wheels had hit terra firma once more. She rolled safely down the runway.
One down now and two to go. Attention shifted to the other craft whose landing gear was miraculously
down and was now even settling toward the landing strip. Would the gear collapse? That was the
thought uppermost in the mind of the watchers. Tantalizingly, she hovered inches above the ground,
then, in a puff of dust contact was safely made and again we had sweated them in.

Not till later did we learn that our other ship had made an emergency landing at a nearby field in a vain
attempt to get S/Sgt. F. H. Woodley, wounded turret gunner, to a hospital in time to save his life. S/Sgt.
Woodley was on his 69" combat mission.

One bombing mission.

19 In today’s football game with the 428™ Bomb Squadron, neither team had enough punch to hit
pay dirt. Result a scoreless tie. Captain R. D. Abbott of the 381* officiated.

M/Sgt. B. S. Vernon returned from the hospital.

Cpl. W. S. Smith entered the 40" Station Hospital.

No bombing missions.

20 Followers of the ‘cauliflower art’ hereabouts, were treated to an
exhibition by Billy Conn, onetime challenger of Joe Louis. Among the
entourage were the winning and runner-up in the recent Tyrrhenian

Boxing Tournament.

The bouts were held at the 41* Engineers recreation area.

T/Sgt. A. A. Pudlo, tail gunner, hit the century mark today as he flew his

100" combat mission against the Visegrad Railroad Bridge in Yugoslavia. /) L A -

A photographer was on had to record the event when T/Sgt. Pudlo * ) 7 |

stepped from the plane. Also present to offer his congratulations was A A \;“

Major L. G. Hill, Squadron Commander. 4 g E'
%

T/Sgt. Pudlo flew his first combat mission on 19 July 1943 as a member BILLY CONN

Werld's Light-Haavywaight Champion

of the 428" Bombardment Squadron. He became a member of the



Caterpillar Club on his 13" mission when forced to parachute from his crippled plane over North
Africa. To break the jinx, Pudlo says he will fly thirteen more.

One bombing mission.

21 This afternoon on the home court S/Sgt. M. B. Hosack’s ‘Wonder Boys’ dealt a 48-25
shellacking to the visiting quintet from the 321* Ordnance.

1* Lt. H. L. Collins, Jr. pilot of the ship which crash landed behind enemy lines last month, and three
members of his crew returned to the Squadron today. The other returning crew members were: 1% Lt.
C. W. Prasse, co-pilot; 1* Lt. R. D. Bonnaviat, bombardier; and S/Sgt. B. L. Garvey, tail gunner.

Sgt. J. C. Enko, radio-operator, died at a hospital six hours after parachuting from the plane. It is
believed that Sgt. Enko stuck the ship as he bailed out but regained consciousness in time to open the
chute a few feet above the ground. He was further injured when he landed in the stubble-growth of a
vineyard.

The two remaining members of the crew are believed to be in the hands of Italian patriots. The
returning airmen are scheduled to leave shortly for the United States.

1* Lt. J. L. Peplinski was promoted to the rank of Captain.
2" Lt. H. L. Wright was promoted to the rank of 1% Lt.
No bombing missions.

22 Football fans in the Squadron are manifesting keen interest in the results of the games played
back home. Part of the interest is due to the appearance of numerous football pools including one
sponsored by Captain R. D. Abbott. Major L. G. Hill and Pvt. F. Szostak split the prize money this
week by virtue of their perfect picking. That seems to be the long and short of the football situation for
the nonce.

Rations were issued today and the rumored case of beer didn’t materialize.
Sgts. F. E. Fritz and N. E. Offerdahl left for Capri Rest Camp.
Two bombing missions.

23 A holiday spirit prevailed throughout the Squadron today as we celebrated Thanksgiving in the
traditional manner with turkey and all the trimmings. Of course there were no white linen table cloths
and we ate from mess kits and the chow line was a little longer than usual but it was still Thanksgiving.
The serving line looked like a who’s who of the mess hall. S/Sgt. T. Knight, Mess Sergeant, dished out
the cake.

It was a field day for the chow hounds. Even such Gargantuan eater’s eaters as Hoerle, Huffman,

DeGrorgio and Munson found it unnecessary to badger the K.P.’s into ‘just one more piece!” Someone
at Horle’s table became concerned about his health and politely inquired if he didn’t think he had eaten
enough to ward off acute malnutrition for a couple of hours at least. Hoerle modestly dropped his eyes



»

in the general direction of his belt buckle and proclaimed with an overstuffed grin, “I can still see it
and with that pried himself from the table and staggered gamely off to the kitchen.

Music was furnished by Sgt. E. Deering and his accordion.

With a capacity crowd along the sidelines, the Officers and Enlisted Men staged their Thanksgiving
football classic. The Enlisted Men emerged the victors with the rather lopsided score of 26-6.

With a capacity crowd along the sidelines, the Officers and Enlisted Men staged their Thanksgiving
football classic. The Enlisted Men emerged the victors with the rather lopsided score of 26-6.

Either the Officers can’t hold their turkey or if our information is correct, they might have left their
game in the Club last night. From all reports they were ‘cutting up’ a bit. Captain W. R. Cutler was not
available to substantiate this story.

Apparently some members of the 428" Squadron mistook today for the 4™ of July. From midnite until
the wee hours of the morning there was veritable bedlam of shouts, shots and shenanigans which
disturbed the slumber of the 381* men who were sleeping off their Thanksgiving dinner. Cpl. C. B.
‘Pappy’ Lennen said he gave his feet a direct order to head for a foxhole but they wouldn’t budge.

No bombing mission.

Thanksgiving in Corsica in 1944 with Joe
Czajka, 381st



24 Manager Mack Hosack and his basketball team continued their winning way by handing the
321* Ordnance quintet another defeat on their home court. T/Sgt. F. H. Skytte, the Hoosier Hot Shot,
and Pfc. F. R. “Voice’ DeGeorgio shared the top scoring honors with 5 field goals apiece.

Saipan based American B-29 superfortresses bombed industrial targets in Tokyo and struck at shipyards
in the great port of Yokohama.

25 Milestone on the Path to Civilian-ization - - Cpl. J. L. ‘Skin’ Huffman of the Armament Section
wins a membership in the Optimists Club for inaugurating a method of breaking the habit of profanity
among members of his tent, in preparation for their return to civilian life. A fine of five francs is levied
for each use of a certain five letter Anglo-Saxon word, common in G.I. parlance. Huffman says that the
second month has shown a decided improvement but won’t say who dished out the most francs.
Football interest is focused on the forth coming Army-Navy game. A new pool under the aegis of
S/Sgts. F. Keifer and G. Q. Sandvick of Communications, made its appearance today. Based on the
Army-Navy game the winner will net $100.00.

The following named combat personnel have finished their tour of duty and left for Naples this
morning, there, to await transshipment to the United States: Captains G. K. McDonald and R. A.
McLaughlin; 1* Lts. R. D. Klinkman, R. J. McHugh, J. G. Mulligan and B. G. Keough; T/Sgt. J. J.
Winkopp; and S/Sgts. L. J. DePiero, M. C. Chapman and F. W. Williams.

No bombing missions.

26 The following named personnel were assigned to the Squadron today: 1% Lt. D. B. Triplett; 2™
Lts. L. V. Bates, C. W. Blee, and D. L. Nelson; F/O H. Schuler and W. A. Miller, Jr.

No bombing missions.

27 Impossible flying weather continued today confining operations to some local flying. Topping
the ‘bright idea department’ this week is the ‘Passionate Furlough’ as reported in a recent issue of Yank.
Supposedly for married men, who have long been divorced from marital bliss, it makes no provisions
for the untrammeled G.I. who would settle for just a ‘run of the mine’ furlough in Paree.

1¥ Lts. W. A. Mangum and R. J. Bathurst were promoted to the rank to Captain.

2" Lt. R. H. Wlker was promoted to the rank of 1% Lt.

2" Lt. H. E. Hamrick returned to the Squadron today.

2" Lt. L. V. Bates is absent sick at the 40" Station Hospital.

No bombing missions.

28 Despite considerable overcast and light rain, combat operations were resumed.

Basketball results. At Wing: 381% 66 — Wing 35.



Maybe we’re getting rumor-happy, but it is bruited about that in a few days that the airplane guard will
be discontinued as far as the Squadron is concerned.

2" Lt. G. A. Brand-Bey was transferred with the 57" Bomb Wing Rest Camp.
Two bombing missions.

29 Prime Minister Churchill disclosed in a speech before the House of Commons, that the Port of
Antwerp was received great convoys of material in support of operations along the Western Front.

The following named combat personnel have completed their tour of duty and are returning to the
United States: T/Sgt. D. R. Williams; and S/Sgts. J. A. Hailey, Jr. and L. Humble.

The following named personnel left for Capri Rest Camp: 1% Lt. B. F. Detwiler; 2™ Lts. S. Karp, J.
Rodak and R. B. Stangier; Sgt. W. M. Steele; and Cpls. M. N. Lefkowitz, and J. J. Zabielski.

Pvt G. R. Weaver was assigned to the Squadron.

No bombing missions.

30 An all Negro, all G.I. show with the energetic title of the ‘Jump For Joy Revue’ entertained at
Ghisonaccia Station this afternoon. Stars of the show were the “Two Zephyrs’ who, prior to donning

the khaki, were often seen with Cab Calloway’s band. The taller of the two was a rubbery legged sepia
edition of actor Henry Hull. High light of their performance was their pantomime, slow motion version

of a crap game. r

Pay call was moved up to 1245 hours today
so that all might see the complete show
which was scheduled for 1400 hours. To
further facilitate matters, the pay was issued
in envelopes.

1* Lts. D. D. Horrocks and H. L. Wright;
and 2" Lts. C. E. Winder and J. Wood left

for Ile Rousse Rest Camp.

No bombing missions.

Left:
The Two Zephyrs

Comedy duo Clarence Schelle and Slappy
White.



Operational Section

[See the original Diary for mission descriptions and crew lists.]

Casualty Section November 1944

Fatally Wounded

Staff Sergeant Fred H. Woodley

On 18 November 1944, while flying as turret gunner on a mission to bomb Casale Monferrato Railroad
Bridge, Italy, S/Sgt. Woodley was fatally wounded by flak. It was his 69" combat mission. S/Sgt.
Woodley was buried on 19 November 1944 at the United States Military Cemetery near Bastia,
Corsica.




Awards and Decorations

Air Medal

[See original General Orders for award of clusters]

Ray T. Parfet.

Distinguished Flying Cross

William A. Mangum [First Oak Leaf Cluster]
James L. Peplinski  [First Oak Leaf Cluster]

Thomas F. Kremer
Alfred P. Lugert
Elmer L. Moyer
Alexander A. Pudlo
Joseph M. Baisch, III

Silver Star

Oliver, E. Fayard, Jr.



Squadron Directory November 1944

This directory is composed of the names of personnel who have been assigned to the Squadron during
the month.

Dunbar B. Triplett, Jr.

Lemuel V Bates
Charlton W Blee
Kenneth A Bragdon
Oliver J Christensen
Charles K. Frank
Dwight L Nelson
William R. Miller, Jr
Harold Schuler
Robert J. Daems
Arthur B Lipscomb, Jr
James W Qualls
Vernon O Smith
Frank E. Walsh
Gerald R. Weaver

Unidentified group of G.1.’s on Ghisonaccia street.



