381°* Bombardment Squadron

March 1944

Special Outline Section for March 1944
In March there were no conspicuous changes from the routine followed by the Squadron in February.

Amusements and recreation were the same --- moving pictures almost every night; an occasional show
by traveling theatrical people; the numerous facilities provided by the Red Cross Service Club;
interdepartmental soft ball games; and trout fishing.

The weather continued to grow warmer; storms were less frequent and less severe. Grass started to
sprout in the fields, and blossoms appeared on fruit trees. The warmer weather brought the threat of
malaria, and consequently atabrine and mosquito bars appeared. Since Corsica is reputed to be the
worst malaria area in this theatre, elaborate mosquito control measures are being inaugurated. These
are doubly necessary, for according to the natives, Ghisonaccia has more mosquitoes than any village
in Corsica.

In March the 310" Group was transferred from the 63 Fighter Wing to the 57" Bomb Wing, which is a
unit of the 12" Bomber Command. The principal effect of this change of command has been the
abandoning of low level “G” missions, and a return to our original routine of medium altitude bombing.
Twenty medium altitude bombing missions totaling one hundred sixty-seven sorties were flown by the
Squadron against enemy targets in Northern Italy. It is significant that throughout these operations, no
enemy aircraft were encountered or sighted, although on more than one occasion our flights ran into
considerable flak. As the result of flak hits, two of our planes are missing in action. As of the end of
March, our ratio of sorties flown to planes lost is .9926%.
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War Diary March 1944

1 Approximately six months ago the enlisted men sat in the shade of Menzel Temime’s olive trees
and listened while Captain Abbott read the Articles of War. Today Captain Abbott’s voice was spared,
for the Squadron (in fact, all of the squadrons) gathered in the theatre where the projector flashed the
image of a handsome and very dignified old Infantry Officer (Hollywood version) on the screen. This
officer then proceeded to impart the admonitions and advice required by the traditional twice yearly
reading of the Articles.

Sgt. L. A. Green and Pvt R. C. Elton left for the 15" Field Hospital.
Cpl. T. D. Fyffe was assigned to the Squadron today.

No Mission.

2 Sunshine and a cloudless sky all day long.

The Squadron’s heavy supplies arrived via motor convoy from Ajaccio, and were dumped helter-skelter
in the Marshaling Yards where they were later claimed by the sections to which they belong. The
convoy was chauffeured by colored troops of the Quartermaster Corps who took the opportunity during
the unloading to gather in the Red Cross Club. On the Club’s dilapidated up-right piano one of them
beat out a fast boogy-woogie while his comrades kept rhythm and shot staccato phrases of
encouragement. “Beat Me, Daddy, Eight to the Bar.” Sixteen too, for the boy was clever. And did our
G.I.’s go for it! Ten minutes, and the club was jammed.

S/Sgt. C. M. Enright, R. H. Gordon, J. A. Heaney, C. A. Hollar and S. M. Wonski were promoted to
T/Sgt.

2" Lt. G. M. Prior is absent sick in the 35" Station Hospital.
3 Bath day again.

The newest member of the Squadron’s pup colony is now big enough and old enough to get around by
himself. He was acquired in Philippeville by S/Sgt. Mack Hosak, and was named Mike after Sgt.
Michael P. Damiano, who is very proud of the honor thus conferred upon him. Although Mike looks as
though he may grow up to be a fox-terrier, there are strong indications that his ancestry is international,
or perhaps one should say inter-canine, for Mike though mostly black has white undercarriage, while
his face is white with tan accents. His long tail, which he likes to carry curled over his black back, has
a minute patch of white hair at its very tip. Mike Hosack’s one characteristic to date, aside from a
delightful personality is a fully developed enthusiasm for chow; he can be found in the mess hall
anytime, busily engaged in ingratiating himself with all of the cooks and K.P.’s.

Pfc. H. T. Gilmore is absent sick at the 35" Station Hospital, while Pvt. T. F. Youngman is at the 33"
General Hospital near Bizerte.

4 Fruit blossoms and the fragrance of blooming acacia trees; a brilliant sun and a balmy day
indicate that springtime is just around the corner from Ghisonaccia Station. But mud on the ground and
Corsica’s snow-capped granite peaks grimly warn one of the delicate balance being maintained
between the seasons. It may be some time before good weather is actually here to stay.



One bombing mission.

5 The cooks pulled a fast one for breakfast this morning by preparing and serving crisp sugar-
coated doughnuts. There was some discussion as to whether they were genuine, as they didn’t have
holes in the middle. Nevertheless, they were good, very good --- and far better than any we have had
thus far overseas.

At 08:45 hours this morning the sky suddenly began to grow black, just as though a bottle of ink had
been thrown into a bucket of blueing. Fifteen minutes later sleet and snow was being hurled by a
powerful wind. The snow stopped after an hour, but the wind continued to howl throughout the day.
There were snowball fights in the combat crew area. It snowed again before sundown, and as the day
began to fade, the town looked chilled and damp and lonesome.

No Mission.

6 The following named combat officers and enlisted men, who were transferred to the 428"
Squadron at Philippeville, have been reassigned to the 381°*: Capts. I. S. Bitter, G. N. Evans and O. E.
Fayard; 1* Lts. W. F. Ewalt, O. B. Leasure and J. G. Victor; 2™ Lt. H. B. Arnoult; T/Sgt. A. Foderaro
and S/Sgts. C. A. Mayronne and J. F. Sigafoos.

The following named combat officers and enlisted men were transferred to the 381* from the 380"
Squadron: 2™ Lts. E. H. Ellis, C. L. Klecka, G. K. McDonald, J. Moore, and E. G. Paul; and Sgts. J. E.
Ferguson, R. J. Foley and B. F. Irwin.

2" Lts. M. Hayman and M. P. Oie were assigned to the Squadron from the 379".

All of the above named combat personnel are members of B-25C crews. Since it has been decided to
resume medium altitude bombing in preference to a program dedicated exclusively to “G” missions,
these experienced “C” crews were transferred to the Squadron.

Sgt.W. A. Schmuck will leave for the 35" Station Hospital tomorrow morning.

No Mission.



[The B-25G model was built specifically for attacks against shipping. Note the port on the lower left
of the nose of the aircraft. This was for the 75mm canon. It was the largest gun ever installed and
used on an aircraft up to this time. As the mission of the 310" BG moved toward tactical, the unit
switched to the B-25 models configured for bombing rather than strafing attacks. ]

[75mm gun port]



7 Just another Tuesday.

One bombing mission.

8 A fairly pleasant day with hard rain after 1800 hours.
A tensy-weensy mail call. C’est la guerre.

At 14:37 hours this day, M/Sgt. Clyde Arnold removed the famed scarf of parachute silk from around
his neck. Always tightly knotted beneath his chin, and growing blacker day by day, the scarf became
so much a part of Sgt. Arnold that he is hardly recognizable without it. Friends and admirers of Sgt.
Arnold are apprehensive lest he develop pneumonia as a consequence, for running around with a naked
neck is dangerous, especially in this damp weather. Although Sgt. Arnold always persisted in making
remarks to the effect that he had but recently laundered his scarf, it is the unanimous verdict of the best
available opinions that it hadn’t been off his person since he won it from Sgt. Edward (“What you
know, Joe”) Wojno in a crap game on the night of 25 August 1943.

S/Sgt. Howard H. Manis departed from the Squadron today, and is en route to join the 887" Airborne
Engineer Aviation Company in Sicily. Prior to Pearl Harbor, he had served “hitches” in both the Navy
and the Marines as well as the Infantry. He joined the 381°* at Columbia, South Carolina, and came
overseas on the Queen Mary with the Air Echelon. Throughout the African, Tunisian and Sicilian
Campaigns he served in the Armament Section as an armorer and turret specialist. Sgt. Manis has
transferred in the grade of Private, as his transfer was at his own request. He had asked to be
transferred to the Infantry, as he firmly believes that his abilities can best be used in that branch of the
Army. Also he knew the regulation which made the reduction in grade mandatory. Sgt. Manis is in
every good sense of the word a true soldier.

2" Lt. H. B. Arnoult, Jr. was promoted to 1* Lieutenant.

T/Sgt. J. L Proffitt returned from the 15" Field Hospital.

S/Sgt. C. B. Sisco and Pfc. P. E. Thompson are absent sick at the 35" Station Hospital.
No Mission.

9 As usual, the dawn was cracked by the vibrations of a bugle blown by “That French Benny
Goodman” as Sgt. Rockett refers to the bugler of the French unit stationed here. Seconds later the
381°’s P.A. System made like thunder with the voice of Cpl. Watler announcing a breakfast menu of
powdered eggs, vienna sausage, toast, coffee, cream and sugar. Meanwhile, Mr. Carver’s P.A. speaker
commenced to quiver with Harry James’ recording of “Star Dust,” and when that ended, a lone rooster,
fugitive from some G.I.’s stomach, tried to drown out the tinkle of Chow-hound’s mess kits. This
Ghisonaccia Station greeted the ninth day of March 1944. There was no mission, a mid-morning
briefing having been canceled, and thereafter the day moved forward with a dogged dullness which
completely quelled the exuberance with which the morning began.



There have been reports lately that “Sally of the Axis,” saccharine
voice mistress of ceremonies on one of Berlin’s propaganda

programs, has mentioned the 310" Bomb Group in he broadcasts.
Last week Sally is said to have remarked, “We haven’t forgotten { ;

about the B-25’s at Ghisonaccia. Tonight, according to the same

vague sources, she changed her tune. Five minutes after the time at 'z -
which she usually concludes her program with a very sweet 1 ‘: '_g
“Goodnight,” latrinograms were circulating which stated that she is Lant )}
“Gunning for that medium Bombardment Group from Corsica.” ‘l‘f
It is inspiring to think of Sally standing before her Berlin ‘gﬂ'

microphone with the wind of the 310" in her hair. In lieu of fan
mail, which we can’t send to Sally, it is suggested that M/Sgt. Bill
Malloy label a 500-pounder in Sally’s honor next time he is loading
up the bomb bays.

Sgt. Freddie Barnes thumbed his way to Corsica via C-47 from the
57" Station Hospital near Constantine. Freddie, who
simultaneously developed yellow jaundice and double pneumonia
while at Philippeville, spent almost two months at the 57", Pvt. T.
F. Youngman returned from the 33" General Hospital, while Sgt. B. M. Hollon left for the 35" Station
Hospital and Pvt. R. C. Elton is absent sick at the 15" Field Hospital.

Figure 1: American Mildred
Gillars, known as "Axis Sally"

10 Sgt. J. D. Thompson is jubilantly and industriously engaged in spreading another rumor. J. D.
has been observed at various times throughout the day addressing small mobs of G.I.’s with his
characteristic zest. When J.D. expounds, his audience usually assumes an attitude of profound respect,
for he has an unrivaled ability to assemble and disseminate authoritative information hot off the
griddle. According to J.D., his pronouncements are never rumors, they are “Facts, brother, plain facts.”
His theme this time: The Coming Invasion of Europe --- Tomorrow Morning at 02:00 Hours. J.D.
swears up and down, backwards and forwards and sideways (on both sides) that Allied forces will
strike across the channel before the sun rises once more. “That’s the straight stuff, fellow!” Says J.D.,
“and final.” When asked the source of his material, he delicately implied that ti would be indiscreet for
him to disclose it, lest it prove embarrassing to certain Allied dignitaries whose confidence he enjoys.

One bombing mission.

11 Sgt. J. D. Thompson partook of a late breakfast this morning as usual. A worn and rather
haggard look masked his face, indicating that he had spent a worried night, and was definitely not in
the mood for conversation, particularly conversation about Fortress Europe. Repeated questions hurled
across the mess hall in his direction landed on deaf ears. When finally pinned down in the mess kit
line, J.D. answered ten inquiries at once by mumbling something which sounded like “last minute hitch
in the plans,” and the hurried off towards the personnel office where, it is presumed, he spent the
morning checking up on B.B.C. newscasts.

This noon, two formations of heavy Allied bombers --- B-17’s and B-24’s --- accompanied by a P-47
escort, passed Northward along the Corsican coast en route towards an enemy target. There were a
hundred or more bombers, and many squadrons of fighters, all dragging vapor trails behind them. At
their great height, they looked like tiny plow shares, cutting furrows of white into the clear sky. The
fighters, scampering about the formation, left fantastic swirls of white fluff where they had been.
Afterwards, the vapor trails melted together, forming a long, broad cloud.



1* Lt. R. A. McLaughlin suggests, in deference to the many missions which the 310" has made against
the highly defended Porto San Stefano, Italy, that the Group change its designation to SSAAF, meaning
“San Stefano Army Air Force.”

-3-44-SAN STEFANO 65 -9000 - BE AN
Figure 2: Target: Porto San Stefano March 7, 1944

F/O James L. Peplinski received is commission as 2™ Lit.

Capt. Vincent A. Collins was transferred to Group Headquarters. He has been appointed Group
Navigation Officer.

Sgt. I. D. Scott and Pfc. G. W. Tolley returned today from the 15" Field Hospital and the 57" Station
Hospital respectively. Pfc. R. L. Neff is absent sick at the 35" Station Hospital.

One bombing mission.

12 There were two separate storms today, with wind and rain and dark cloudy skies. Between
these storms, the weather was excellent --- practically no clouds at all, and only the gentlest of breezes.

As is fitting proper, since we have been in Corsica for almost two months, there are rumors of moving.
These rumors burst forth suddenly today without benefit of the usual whispering campaign which
proceeds speculations of this sort. Everyone was speaking of an eventual move as though it had
already been announced on the bulletin board. India, according to the conversation, is to be our
destination; an advanced echelon will be on its way within the coming week.

This rumor has come as a great boon to Sgt. J. D. Thompson. All day yesterday, as a result of the
fiasco which he suffered from his invasion of Europe, rumor, J.D. moped around the personnel office,
spoke to no one, and ate his meals in the darkest corners of the mess hall. But today, his face is
wreathed in a knowing smile, and he’s at it again. No one can stop him this time. No Sir, not J.D.



Even though he doesn’t want to go to India, he is having a wonderful time talking about it, and has
even added a few choice flourishes to the rumor from his own private stock.

One year ago today 1* Lt. Elwin F. Schrupp took off from Berteaux on a Sea Sweep with 15 of the
Group’s B-25’s on the Squadron’s 42™ mission, and failed to return. He and his crew were reported to
be prisoners of war.

No mission.

13 Two murals have appeared on the walls of the Officers’ Mess. They were drawn on the plaster
in black with a white background, by 2™ Lt. Robert L. Kefer, who was an advertising artist in civilian
life. One of them is a harem scene with dancing girls, and also shows a Lieutenant who is peeking at
the proceedings with a lecherous gleam. In the second mural, the same Lieutenant finds himself in the
enviable position of having two of the dancing girls staging a hair pulling contest, of which the
Lieutenant will be the flabbergasted prize.

A Kaintuk Hill-Billy was at large in the hills of Corsica today. Accompanied by Cpl. Johnson of
Headquarters (Not 381st’s Nells), Sgt. Bob Hulen set out on foot to see if Corsica has anything to offer
in the way of natural beauty which would compare with a place called Bowling Green, Kentucky. The
expedition consumed the entire day and took them as far as the snow line, 13 miles away. Bob was
most impressed with everything he saw, but still thinks that Kentucky compares more favorable with
the Garden of Eden.

The Russians are making tremendous advances on the Eastern Front. Today they were paid the
ultimate in tributes by Sgt. James C. Rockett. His reaction to the news of their latest advance was
disclosed by this comment: “Why, those Russians,” said “The Rock,” “they’re fighting like
IRISHMEN!” Rockett, a “harp,” as he describes his nationality, rolls the word ‘Irish’ off his tongue
with the same tender emphasis that Al Jolson pronounces the word “Mammy.”

2" Lt. Gordon M. Prior returned from the 35" Station Hospital, while T/Sgt. Earl L Snyder and Cpl.
John F. Gullic are absent sick at the same institution.

2" Lt. David N. Powell was assigned to the Squadron today.
One Mission.

14 From today’s mission to Piombino Harbor, Italy, two of our crews failed to return. Ships piloted
by 1* Lt. Adam C. Schwindle and by 2" Lt. William H. Branum are missing in action as a result of
having been hit by flak while approaching the target. Lt. Schwindle’s aircraft went down in enemy
territory. A search was made of the area where Lt. Branum ditched his aircraft. A dinghy was found,
and in it, the lifeless body of Sgt. Kermit E. Phipps, gunner on Lt. Branum’s crew. Complete details
may be found in the Casualty Section.

381 Officers and Enlisted Men lost the first soft ball game of the season to the 347" Fighter Squadron.
Score: 7 to 4. The game was played in the 347" area.

Two Bronze stars have been authorized to be worn on the European Theatre Campaign ribbons of
personnel who were present for duty during the Tunisian and Sicilian Campaigns. One Bronze star was
authorized for those late arrivals who participated only in the Sicilian Campaign.



Capt. Walter E. Coddington was promoted to Major, while the following 2™ Lts. were promoted to 1*
Lts: 1. B. Akst, G. T. Black, W. H. Branum, B. A. Joyce, and G. M. Prior.

One bombing mission.
15 Funeral services were held today at 1100 hours for Sgt. Kermit E. Phipps in the military
cemetery at Bastia. The services were conducted by a Protestant Chaplain. Vehicles which left the area

this morning at 0730 hours this morning transported his friends to the services.

Lt. Branum and the remaining members of his crew --- 2" Lt. Floyd L. Riederer, co-pilot; Sgt. Hobert
O. Wright, radio operator; and S/Sgt. Percy W. Ochs have been listed as Killed In Action.

2" Lt. Earl H. Ellis, Jr., is absent sick at the 25" Station Hospital.

One bombing mission.

16 “Sally of the Axis” has broadcast another tender little message to us. She proved that she is
keeping an eye cocked in our direction, for she is said to have referred to our pink and blue planes.

This observation on her part is accurate, for the Squadron has some pink “C’s,” while the “G’s” used by
the 379" at Tobruk are painted a dark blue. Sally will probably have the time of her life when we get to
Berlin, as there are many of us who will want to look her up to talk over old times.

The spring like weather is bringing 381* athletes out of hibernation in force. First athletic casualty of
the season was T/Sgt. Floyd L. Johnson, who received a seriously sprained ankle in a touch football

game in the Squadron area.

Sgt. Melvin Michels put on the gloves for a fast sparring bout with M/Sgt. “petit Henri” Romeau.
Afterwards the gloves were used in a bout starring T/Sgt. C. 1. Johnson vs. Sgt. John Simon.

T/Sgt. Earl L. Snyder returned from the 35" Station Hospital today.

One bombing mission.

GI ATHLETICS



17 St. Patrick’s Day, and green ornaments were seen in profusion. Among those who thus
celebrated the feast of Ireland’s patron saint were: M/Sgt. Bill Malloy, Cpl. F. J. Dzienkieowicz, Pfc.
“Dickum” Wong and Pfc Patrick J. Walker.

Tonight at about 2100 hours the ack-ack in the countless emplacements which surround the village
started to blaze streams of fire, which poured into a low ceiling of clouds which hung in the sky. They
kept it up for perhaps three minutes. Personnel who were at the last show witnessing Betty Hutton and
Eddie Albert in “What’s Buzzin Cousin” stampeded into the open, and threw themselves into any
ditches or depressions they could find, previously occupied or not. Several minutes later, and air alert
sounded over the P.A. System, and remained in force for almost an hour. The French, who man the
ack-ack guns misunderstood the alert message, and thought that enemy planes were actually overhead.
They gave us a good show, for their tracers looked like a fireworks celebration. Jerry can thank his
lucky swastika that he wasn’t up there just then. It was the first air alert that we have had in an awfully
long time. In fact, no one can remember the last one. It is thought to have been a month or more
before we left Berteaux.

Several hours later, after the alert had been thoroughly discussed, and personnel were just about all in
bed, another one occurred. It remained in force for about thirty-five minutes, and there was no ack-ack.

Reports indicate that enemy planes were aloft during both alerts, but that they were not in the near
vicinity. It is thought that they were en route elsewhere, and were not looking for us.

Sgt. Bill M. Hollonis absent at the 35" Station Hospital.
No mission.

18 As a result of last night’s alerts, there was considerable digging of slit trenches this morning.
Dirt and rocks were flying as officers and enlisted men bent their backs and expended elbow grease in
unprecedented quantities. Nor did the efforts of the industrious go unrewarded, for there were four
alerts tonight. The diggers, therefore, had ample opportunity to try their new trenches, and straighten
out any bugs which might have occurred in their construction. All four alerts were definitely dry runs.

One bombing mission.

19 A quiet, lazy day, full of sunshine and spring weather. Tent flaps were turned up once more, and
the season’s first sunbathers bared white flesh to the brilliant sky. Josephine Baraniuk, hanging by her
tail on a rope suspended from her balcony was seen to accept a bon-bon from Major Campbell, who
was strolling in the 428" Area. Lt. Glenn T. Black, who finds it necessary to shave at least twice a
month, has been growing a mustache since arriving in Corsica. It is now visible from a distance of one
pace. Cpl. “Five by Five” Corsi has discovered that C-ration cases placed in front of the kitchen
stoves make it much easier for him to see what’s cookin’. Pfc. Phil Mainero wears his sheepskin lined
combat jacket even in this kind of weather. S/Sgt. Leonard Tate was heard speaking excellent French
with one of the Italian prisoners. Fluffy, cut in and out of the mess line this noon playing a game of tag
with “Mr. Pott’s” Rags.

The Red Cross Service Club building has been covered with tar paper, and its shutters and main door
have been painted red. The snack bar hasn’t made an appearance, but a small annex being constructed
at one end of the building looks as if it will eventually house a kitchen.



2" Lt. E. H. Ellis returned from the 35" Station Hospital.
Two bombing missions.

20 Lt. Joseph M Baisch, III, in his capacity as Assistant Mess Officer, has given one of the most
novel orders to be issued in this Squadron to date. It was given at a meeting of mess personnel held
this morning. “Each man in this Squadron,” said the Lieutenant, “will have a specially baked cake for
his birthday.” The personnel section, after a hasty survey of 66-1’s and service records, prepared a list
of birthday dates, just in time for the first cake to be baked for Cpl. James E Sheppard. When it was
presented, Cpl. Sheppard gathered up the cake and scampered off to his quarters with it, too surprised
to say a word.

This evening an orchestra composed of colored soldiers played hot and sweet numbers outside the Red
Cross Club until dark. Their music was good, and they drew quite a crowd.

Under direction of 1* Lt. Donald D. Horrocks, each section has organized a softball team. Games will
be played between the sections until 3 April, when a team to represent the Squadron will be picked.
Inter-Squadron games will commence on 5 April. Today’s results: Engineering 4, Communications 2.
Officers 13, Combat Enlisted Men 9.

A large mail call, mostly packages and magazines.
Sgts. E. L. Crowder and C. C. Krueger were promoted to S/Sgt.
Pfc. P. W. Tracy and Pvt. D. A. Young are on D.S. [Detached Service] with the 320" Service Group.

The 35™ Station Hospital discharged Cpl. A. E. Bradley, and accepted T/Sgts. R. H. Gordon and F. L.
Johnson.

One bombing mission.

21 An enemy reconnaissance plane left a vapor trail high above the field this afternoon. Two P-
39’s took off after it, but failed to make contact.

At the 35" Station Hospital: 2" Lt. James W. Brett, M/Sgt. E. W. Vardaman and Pfc. K. W. Trent.
Today’s softball score: Armament 4, Squadron Area 2.

22 A week or so ago Mr. Carver, Red Cross Field Director, announced that he had procured a very
limited supply of fishing equipment, and that it could be borrowed from his office. Ever since, his
office has been a madhouse. The waiting list of enthusiasts is growing by leaps and bounds, and Mr.
Carver’s four bamboo bass rods and four Shakespeare reels are taking quite a beating, though they
seem to be standing up under it alright. Mr. Carver cannot quote statistics as to the number of fish
caught to date, but claims that the bass rods have proved surprisingly efficient in luring the local
species of trout. Mr. Carver expects his equipment to be supplemented by a large shipment which will
arrive from Algiers almost any day now.

Mr. Carver has a new gadget in his office which he is far more interested in talking about than fish.
Although it looks like Rube Goldberg’s conception of an automatic envelope licker, Mr. Carver insists



that it is an automatic doughnut machine. A close examination of its chromium and glass elegance
failed to reveal a nickel slot, and hence leaves one in
some doubt as to whether it is fully automatic. Mr.
Carver promises a veritable flood of doughnuts, come
the day when he and Madam Bellet finally figure out
how to run the darn thing.

The 35" Station Hospital released Pfc. Pleasant E.
Thompson and admitted S/Sgt. J. B. Morris and Pfc. A.
S. Sichelski.

One bombing mission.

23 A solid overcast and a cold strong wind all day
long.

Pvt. R. C. Elton went to the 35" Station Hospital, while
Pfc H. T. Gilmore returned from there.

Today’s softball scores: Squadron Area 2,
Communications 1; Officers 13, Armament 2.

One bombing mission. Figure 3: 1940's era automatic doughnut
making machine

24 There is a rumor to the effect that an eruption of Mt. Vesuvius has wiped out all of the planes
belonging to the 340" Bombardment Group. Although there is room for skepticism, the rumor may
have some significance, as our plane “Tabu” [Taboo] left for that Group’s field near Pompeii Tuesday
the 21*, and has not returned.

1* Lt. John J. Mason, Jr. is absent sick at the 35" Station Hospital.

Today’s softball scores: Combat Enlisted Men 8, Armament7; Communications 9, Officers2.

One bombing mission.

25 There has been much conversation about the discontinuance of the system of awarding the Air
Medal and its Oak Leaf Clusters. All Recommendations made since 1 December 43 have been
returned. Hereafter, it is to be recommended by individual citation for meritorious service instead of on
the basis of 5 combat missions.

Pfc. Frank Fristensky is on Special Duty with the 320" Service Group.

Sgt. I. F. Bruce is absent sick at the 3" Air Base Area Hospital at Ghisonaccia.

Today’s softball scores: Engineering 3, Squadron Area 2; Communications 9; Combat Enlisted Men 6.

No missions.



26 Atabrine has again reared its ugly head. At this evening’s meal, S/Sgt. Lester Pitman, Medic
Section Chief, stood at the head of the chow line with a malevolent grin illuminating his usually benign
puss and into each messkit, as it passed, he carefully put one each of the ugly little yellow pellets.
“Spring,” sighed Officers and G.I.’s alike, “is definitely here.” Corsica is said to be one of the worst
malaria areas in Europe.

The 35" Station Hospital discharged S/Sgt. V. R. Drew and Cpl. R. R. Corsi, and accepted Cpl. J. F.
Gullic. Sgt. L. A. Green has been transferred to the Detachment of Patients, 70" General Hospital.

Softball scores: Engineering 8, Armament 2.
No mission.

27 1* Lt. Witold Rodzinski, 428" Communications Officer, speaks fluent Russian, having been
born in Lwow (pronounced “Woof!”), where his grandparents and numerous relatives still reside. Lt.
Rodzinski, who very obligingly posts S-2’s Russian front situation map every morning, states that
according to last night’s Pravda Broadcast from Moscow, the Russians have announced their intention
of reaching Berlin in 1944.

The Chaplain has presented Major Cometh with one of Trouble’s pups. He has named her “Runt,” for
she was the tiniest puppy in the litter. Runt now resides in the Orderly Room, having her own private
quarters in a luxurious box next to the fireplace.

Softball scores: Armament 7, Offices 6; Squadron Area “Coca-Cola
4, Combat Enlisted Men 3. goes a]ong”

One bombing mission.

28 Last Sunday, 26 March 44, T/Sgt. Archie M.
Kemp and Cpl. Louis R. Roods returned from an
unscheduled five day holiday in Italy, where they not only
had three bottles each of a rare and wonderful beverage
called Coca-Cola, but also witnessed the eruption of Mt.
Vesuvius.

Kemp and Roods flew over with Major Alexander and Lt.
Baisch in “Tabu” [Taboo] on the 21* and landed at the
340"™s field near Pompeii. All went well, and they had a
wonderful time that afternoon and evening, looking
things over and making friends with the local population.
They had expected to get an early start back to Corsica
the next morning, but during the night the earth began to
tremble and Vesuvius let loose with a barrage of ashes, hot rocks and lava. Although they escaped
being hit, their tent was ripped to shreds, and they had to seek shelter in a building used as a day room.
They stayed there until the accumulation of debris on the roof crushed the building like a paper box.
Most of the 340"™’s planes were damaged or destroyed, and with them “Tabu,” [Taboo] veteran of 97
operational missions with the 381 Squadron. Its plexiglass was shattered, the fabric of its ailerons torn
and ripped and its wings were dented almost shapeless by the falling lava.



Along with the 340™ personnel, Kemp and Roods were evacuated to the 321* field below Salerno, from
which field they took off for Telergma, Algeria via C-47. Here they boarded a new B-25 which Lt.
Baisch flew back to Corsica.

Cpl. Amaziah A. Foster is absent sick at the 35" Station Hospital.
Softball scores: Squadron Area 5, Communications 3; Engineers 14, Officers 1.
One bombing mission.

29 “Mr.” Potts’ dog, “Veno,” which was killed by a jeep at Philippeville has been definitely
established as being the father of “Troubles’s” puppies, for one of them is the image of Veno --- black
and white and very fluffy. Father Poynton gave this pup to Pfc. Potts today. Potts brought her into the
mess hall this noon and formally presented her to the 381* personnel. She will be called “Veno I1.”

T/Sgt. D. U. Smith left for Naples this morning, as do most of the crew chiefs when their planes are
used in the courier service. Whatever dreams he may have had regarding gay and gorgeous Signorinas
were not fulfilled until he reached the Transient’s Mess just before taking off for Corsica, but she
couldn’t speak a word of English --- a fact of which T/Sgt. Smith became painfully aware after the
beauteous wench had served him eleven cups of coffee in deep silence.

Mosquito bars have been issued to all personnel, with instructions that they are to be put up
immediately.

T/Sgt. Floyd Johnson and Pfc. K. W. Trent have returned from the 35" Station Hospital. S/Sgt. W. O.
Edwards has been transferred to the Detachment of Patients at the 23" Station Hospital.

Softball scores: Engineering 3, Squadron Area 2; Armament 7, Communications 6.

One bombing mission.

30 “Jimmy’s Doodle Bug” (a/c 42-32456-C) was slow timed this afternoon, after its Crew Chief,
S/Sgt. Paul O’Brien and crew finished ministering to its ailing left engine. The flight was successful,

and a few more minor adjustments will ready the plane for its 13" mission.

Sgt. B. F. Irwin returned from the 3™ Air Base Hospital at Ghisonaccia today. T/Sgt. M. E. Minshew
left for the 35" Station Hospital.

Softball scores: Combat Enlisted Men 5, Communications 4; Officers 3, Squadron Area 1.

One bombing mission.

31 After waiting for more than a week for their names to come up on the waiting list for fishing
equipment, M/Sgt. Clyde Arnold, T/Sgt. Al Sousa and Cpl. Louie Davidson finally started off on their
fishing trip. They left this morning with bright smiles and full of confidence, and didn’t return until
around dinner time, but they were sans bright smiles, sans confidence and sans fish. Next time,

according to Sgt. Sousa, they’re going to use hand grenades — the French system.

2" Lt. James W. Breet returned from the 35" Station Hospital today.



No mission.
Softball scores: Communications 14, Officers 3; Engineering 7, Combat Enlisted Men 3.

Softball League Standing to date:

Won Lost
Engineering 8 1
Officers 4 4
Armament 4 4
Squadron Area 3 4
Communications 4 6
Combat Enlisted 2 6



Operational Section

[See the original Diary for mission descriptions and crew lists. ]

Casualty Section
17 March 1944
SUBJECT: Eyewitness Description of Missing Aircraft (A.C. #42-64662)

About one minute before bomb release we ran into flak. I had just finished preparing my camera for
the target and looking through the camera hatch I noticed a B-25 directly below, approximately thirty
seconds before bomb release point. The air craft which passed below appeared to be under control and
then developed into a steep glide and slight left bank. It was then decided the aircraft was in trouble.
At this time bombs were released. One cluster of bombs were seen to be falling in the approximate
direction of the descending plane, and both hit the water at about the same time. A large explosion
which seemed to be other than bomb bursts because of the heavy black smoke was seen just short of
the first cluster of bombs. I feel certain that the explosion was A.C. #42-64662.

Warwick C. S. Burt
Aerial Photographer

21 March 1944

SUBJECT: Statement of Personnel Missing In Action

1. On 14 March 1944, twelve aircraft of the 381* Bombardment Squadron (M), took off on a bombing
mission with Piombino Harbor, Italy, as target. Aircraft #42-64662, a B-25C, was hit by flak over the
target. The aircraft went into a steep glide and slight left bank. According to an eyewitness’ account,

the ship appeared to have hit the water resulting in a large explosion and heavy black smoke.

2. The following were crew members of the missing aircraft:

Pilot Schwindle, Adam C

Co-pilot Kefer, Robert L

Navigator Moore, Joseph

Bombardier Vlahon, Arthur

Radio Operator Keller, Richard S

Turret Gunner Parmelee, Walter J

Tail Gunner Clement, Sam

3. No search was made as the crash occurred in enemy territory. The crew is presumed to have

gone down with the aircraft or was picked up by the enemy.

Walter E. Coddington
Operations Officer



17 March 1944
SUBJECT: Eyewitness Description of Missing Aircraft. (A.C. #42-64580)

After passing over the target, I noticed the first flight had been broken up by direct flak hits. As we
turned and dived off the target, they (the first flight) began to reform, but A.C. #42-64580 (flying
number 2, first box) stayed off to the right nearer our flight, seemingly unable to join. His bomb doors
were still open and his left engine was trailing white and gray smoke. I called the mission leader and
told him we would follow him as we were closest. He started losing altitude and air-speed and the left
engine was pouring out more smoke. He was skidding to the right, as I was turning our flight right and
couldn’t keep to the right of him. Apparently the airplane wouldn’t hold a course. As we turned to
circle him to prevent overshooting, my tail gunner (Sgt. J. P. Williams) saw him land in the water. The
bomb doors were still open and the wheels had partially crept down. The left engine had been
feathered and just before he hit, the right engine caught fire. He landed cross wind between crests, and
made what looked to be a fairly good landing, again according to my tail-gunner. In about another 30
second we were turned so we could see where he had landed and the plane has already gone down.
There was a calm spot in the water and floating debris and oil slick to show where it was. I came down
a little lower and flew over the wreckage and my bombardier (2™ Lt. R. J. McHugh) dropped the
emergency raft, which opened, inflated and landed inverted about 100 feet beyond the wreckage. The
other raft, from aircraft #42-64580 was out, inflated, right side up and apparently empty. We all saw
several yellow articles in the water, some of them were cushions or ration boxes, and some might have
been Mae Wests. We continued orbiting and called Blacktop for air-sea rescue, giving the a “May
Day” message. They got a fix quickly and we rejoined and returned to the base. We flew over the
wreckage several times, but none of the crew could be certain they say any bodies or men in the water.

Irving B. Akst
Pilot

21 March 1944

SUBJECT: Statement of Personnel Missing in Action

On 14 March 1944, twelve aircraft of the 381* Bombardment Squadron (M), took off on a bombing
mission with Piombino Harbor, Italy, as target. Aircraft No. 42-64580, a B-25G, was hit by flak over
the target. The aircraft was skidding and apparently would not hold course. The aircraft was seen to

have made a fairly good landing in the water.

The following were crew members of the missing aircraft:

Pilot Branum, William H
Co-Pilot Riederer, Floyd L. Jr
Radio Operator Wright, Hobert O
Turret Gunner Phipps, Kermit E
Tail Gunner Ochs, Percy W

The aircraft sank within thirty seconds and floating debris and an oil slick were observed. A search of
the scene was made and the body of Sgt. Kermit E. Phipps was found lifeless on a raft. The other crew
members are presumed to have gone down with the aircraft or picked up by the enemy.



Squadron Directory March 1944

This directory is composed of the names and addresses of personnel who have been assigned to the
Squadron during the month:

Ellis, Earl H. Jr
Haymen, Marvin
Klecks, Charles L.
McDonald, George K
Moore, Joseph
Oie, Melvin P
Paul, Ell G

Powell, David N Jr.
Ferguson, John E
Foley, Ralph J
Irwin, Bruce F
Fyffe, Theron D



Awards and Decorations

Air Medal

[See original General Orders for award of clusters]

Alexander, William T
Coddington, Walter E
Cometh, Lawrence
Ferguson, Ivan L
White, Alpheus W, Jr.
Bitter, Irwin S
Collins, Vincent
Crump, Walter

Eddy, Leonard A
Evans, George N
Fayard, Oliver E, Jr
Green, William B
Hickman, James G
Pemberton, Robert
Phillips, Carl A
Pickett, Perry D
Supple, Gilbert J
Thorndike, Robert W
Anderson, George
Arnoult, Hubbard B
Baisch, Joseph M III
Baker, Grodon G
Boston, Joseph W, Jr
Capers, Jack H
Colleton, John C
Cox, Robert A
Dauley, Charles C
Denton, Richard D
Donnovan, Gerald M
Durgin, James L
Dusek, Ernest P
Ewalt, William F
Forbes, Robert L
Froehlicher, Peter R
Gellnita, Frederick C
Hanna, Malcolm C
Hawkins, Frank B
Hornung, Williard R

Jackson, William C
Joyce, Bryan A

Katzenback, Nicholas D

Kearns, Archibald
Kreuzkamp, Paul J
Leasure, Oliver B
Lewis, Kenneth E
Linden, Eric O
Marlow, Jack F
Martin, Robert W
Mason, John J Jr
McLaughlin, Robert A
Myers, John H
Opeka, John

Prior, Gordon M
Ramsey, Thomas U
Renton, Walter C Jr
Rough, Melvin R
Samson, George D
Schick, Raymond E
Schrupp, Elwin F
Schwindle, Adam C
Sindelar, Emil E
Stecher, Robert W
Szczygiel, Josephine
Therrien, Robert W
Van Divort, Richard
Victor, Joseph G
Wert, Donald S
Wrightman, Henry B
Wilson, Francis E
Withrow, John B Jr
Wolfe, Warren M
Burlingame, John H
Burris, James W
Cox, Harold E
Crouch, Jacob F Jr

Cruise, William H
Eaton, Frank R
Felinglase, Philip
Flake, Ray M
Heitman, Oliver C
Heller, Leonard C
Kurtz, James A
Knecum, Walter A
Toplinski, James L
Sautter, Carl U
Schutts, Warren G
Sheets, Richard L
Stoeber, Leslie R
Warren Donald B
Weaver, Claude H
Winegar, William E
Young, Charles A
Burt, Norman A
Campbell, Martin H Jr
Collins, George D
Cook, Walter E
Houthtaling, Harold A
Jones, William E
Keith, Charles F
Mitchell, Lenyard C
Stagner, Howard C
Stone Morris M
Williamson, Loyd V
Wirth, Thomas F Jr
Blebighauser, Roy A
Budde, Wilbur H
Boone, Edward W
Burt, Warwick C.S.
Caron, John B
Chaffins, Ray
Clark, Thomas J
Cobb, Bert A
Chaffins, Ray



Clark, Thomas J
Cobb, Bert A

Colby, Edward R
Daly, Donald J
Dittmar, Francis A
Fiumecl, Albert F
Foderaro, Albert
Jereb, Vincent
Keller, Richard S
Kelly, Donald c

La Pore, Frank R
Marshburn, James T
McHarge, James H
Miller, Richard E
Nickelson, Royal C
Pelkey, John R
Porter, Lloyd G Jr
Potolsky, George
Rea, Willis L
Rogers, Mike D
Rounis, Gus T
Shapiro, Marvin L
Smith, Willie A
Standish, Beverly R
Starnes, Carl B
Swanson, William M
Szymik, Emil
Thomas, Quentin W
Williams, Almos C
Blackshire, Joseph R
Bowden, Scott T
Bozovich, Matthew L
Brink, Robert W
Bruhlman, Otto C

Camagna, Celest F
Campbell, Warren B
Clement, Sam
Collom, Frank C Jr
Dees, Paul
Dombkowski, Stanley F
Doty, James K
Douglas, Edward
Elder, Donald W
Fox, Francis J
Gawron, Joseph
George, Wade C
Grossi, Frank L
Hannon, Robert P
Hughes, Albert

Kiel, William H
Kim, Daniel

Leist, Jacob F

Lyon, John R
Malone, Donald B
Marvin, Lawrence R
Mayhew, Wesley B Jr.
Mayronne, Clyde A
Messengale, Jack T
Micks, Henry B
Miller, Foster C
Miller Foster E
Moberg, Edward
Molenar, William J
Moxey, Orville E
Nelson, Forrest S
Palicki Daniel E
Pummill, Earl
rogers, Leo C
Schave, Henry L
Schmidt, Harold E
Schoen, Everett G
Sentlingar, Charles W
Sigafoos, James F Jr
Smith, Paul F
Thomas, John P
Trevethan, George R
Van Kosky, Wilbur J
Walsh, Richard J
White, John E
Windham, Duke G Jr
Wright, Joseph F

Bush, Donald W

De Castro, Emil J
Erceg, Samuel
Habeman, Marvin A
Krueger, Charles O
Maddox, Lemuel
Marrall, Russell M
Powell, Charles P
Scott, Ivan D

Senec, Joseph F
Smith, Harold W
Taylor, Milo K
Turville, Robert L
Lichtenstein, Nathan N
Lundsten, Gusteve A
Ough, James A
Pontet, Emil A Jr
Shoemaker, Cecil D
Daniell, James T
Farrell, John J
Hartzell, James J
Neff, Richard L
Parmelee, Walter J
Youngman, Thomas F



Distinguished Flying Cross

Cometh, Lawrence
Eddy, Leonard A
Phillips, Carl A
Thorndike, Robert W
Daly, Donald J
Walsh, Richard J

Silver Star

White, Alpheus W. Jr

Bronze Star

Campbell, Ivan R

Purple Heart

Boston, Joseph W, Jr
Cook, Walter E
Fiumecel, Albert F
Szymik, Emil
Thomas, Quentin W
Kim, Daniel

Mayhew, Wesley B, Jr
Micks, Henry B
Moxey, Orville E
Sentingar, Charles W
Powell, Charles P
Liehtenstein, Nathan N



Good Conduct

Arnold, Clyde L
Atchinson, Ollie B
Stockey, John S
Plaisted, Vincent P
Sorrough, James E
Hartsock, Jack W
Balloy, William J
McGary, John E
Porter, Ellis L
Rennicks, Charles E
Rumear, Henry J
Budde, Wilbur H
Burt, Warwick C.S.
Clark, Thomas J
Daly, Donald J
Davis, Chester A
Dawson, Wade D
Dittmar, Francis A
Johnson, Clair I
Johnson, Floyd L
Kelley, Donald C
Kemp, Archie M
Magouirk, Tillman R
Michel, Norbert R
Miller, Richard E
Winshew, Milton E
Nichelson, Royal C
Peters, Edward J
Peterson, Reynold J
Porter, Lloyd G Jr
Potolsky, George
Robinson, Owen E
Rogers, Mike D
Rounis, Gus T
Stanstead, Earl E
Starnes, Carl B

Schutkesting, Eugene H

Skytte, Fred H
Smith, Donovan, W
Smith, Willie A
Snyder, Earl L
Sousa, Alfred E

Steele, Harry L
Swanson, William M
Szymik, Emil
Thomas, Quentin W
Wade, Floyd L
Barbera, Gaspare D
Barbour, Warren G
Boos, Lawrence T
Briggs, William E
Campbell, warren B
Clift, George R

Dombkowski, Stanley F

Douglas, Edward
Drew, Vilas R
Foderaro, Albert
Galida, Steve M
Garcia, Jorge E
Gawron, Joseph
George, Wade C
Grossi, Frank L
Hanna, Robert K
Johnson, Harvey A
Keifer, Frank

Kim, Daniel

King, Wayne D
Kinney, Wallace H
Knight, Thomas L
Manis, Howard H
McLindon, Quincy W
Micks, Henry B
Miller, Foster C
Mohr, Ralph C
Moore, James N
Morningstar, Boyd D
Moxey, Orville E
Munson, Myron C
Nelson, Frederick U
Pittman, Lester P
Mauthe, Joseph

Pontet, Emile A Jr
Proffitt, James L
Rogers, Leo C
Sandvick, Glenn Q
Sisco, Charles B
Singletary, Emory C
Smith, Edgar L
Snyder, Owen H
Standish, Beverly R
Stanton, Robert J
Tate, Leonard L
Tourtellot, Hudson R
Trevethan, George R
Tylka, Joseph J

Van Kosky, Wilbur J
Walsh, Richard J
White, John E
Willis, Thomas L
Zeiss, Fredrick W
Campbell, Hannibal J
Ciarrochi, Eli
Costello, John F
Critcher, Roy H
Crowder, Ernest L
Czajka, Joseph A
Damiano, Michael P
Davenport, William R
Dedrick, Richard L
Deering, Edward E
De Stefano, Carmine
Eliot, Donner C
Fitzell, Eldred B
Fritz, Frederick E
Gates, Raymond C
Grant, John M
Green, Leonard A
Hannon, Robert P
Hanson, Douglas R
Hollon, Bill M
Hulen, Robert K
Jepsen, Donald W
Johnson, Russell E
Leja, Edward L



Mayronne, Clyde A
Meehan, Thomas F
Metzger, George H
Michiels, Melvin A
Newberry, Cecil C
O’Connor, Leo P
Offerdahl, Nordeen E
Orcutt, Floyd A
Plaisted, Vincent P
Pope, Elmore B
Rea, Willis L

Reed, Albert D
Reilly, Robert F
Ridgway, John W
Rockett, James C
Rollert, Edward L
Romo, Joseph
Schmuck, William A
Schromm, Joseph F
Schultz, Oscar C
Sigafoos, James F. Jr
Simun, John Jr
Slade, Hervert S
Smith, Clarence E
Spradling, Robert L Jr
Tenneriello, Lewis M
Thompson, James D
Thompson, John P
Thoreson, Lloyd H
Turville, Robert L
Vaccaro, Daniel J
Vassilakos, Nicholas
Whiting, Frank L
Wibe, Victor R
Wold, Richard H
Young, David A
Beachler, Francis E
Bradley, Arnold E
Campbell, paul |
Cooley, Ralph L
Courtney, Ralph L
Davidson, Louis S
Devero, Joseph A
Domanski, Stanley J

Erceg, Samuel
Foster, Amaziah A
Glass, Robert C
Hartl, Raymond M
Helve, Gilman I
Hoerle, Eugene A
Holt, Freeman R
Humphrey, William S
Jillson, Palmer C
Johnson, Nels R
Keele, Walton D
Keller, Loyal
Krasovec, William F
Labash, Joseph P
Laird, Albert M

Lan, Frederick W Jr
Lennen, Cauncey B
Lundsten, Gustave A
Meadows, Wilburn K
Ough, James A
Parker, Charlie C
Pummill, Earl
Rakestraw, Eugene D
Richards, Wayne M
Roberts, Robert A
Roods, Louis R
Roth, Leo

Rust, Clem C
Santos, Jessie P
Sentlingar, Charles W
Scott, Ivan D
Shaver, Byron I
Sheets, Harry P
Shepard, James E
Smith, Glen E
Smith, Walter S
Stern, Marcus L
Swigert, Veigh F
Taylor, George E
Thomas, Robert L Jr
Troy, William J
Vervacke, Arsene H
Wattler, Elmer Jr
Yousaitis, George
Zander, Charles M
Chavkin, Louis

Donnelly, Charles F
Duesberg, harold G
Duggan, John E
Dwyer, Joseph P
Eisner, Davidson
Faraci, Dominic P
Ferrer, Jose T
Foley, John F
Gilmore, Harold T
Herron, Franklyn L
Holloway, John G
Hornbuckle, Ralph
Krozek, Walter J
Mathes, Thomas T
O’Keefe, Dennis
Olson, Arthur F
Porter, William M
Potts, James W
Roth, Paul

Scott, Arthur
Thompson, Pleasant E
Timlin, Thomas G
Tipton, Delmar
Tolley, George W
Trent, Kenneth W
Walker, Patrick E
Weatherd, Crolley E
Wicks, Raymond M
Cusick, Willis

De Castro, Emil J
De Georgio, Frank R
De Nicola, Louis J
Feeney, James P
Frazier, Robert E
Fristensky, Frank
Gullic, John F
Hartzell, James J
Huffman, Junior L
Mainero, Phillip J
Neff, Richard L
Palsma, John

Rath, Henry
Thompson, Roy E
Tracy, Phillip W
White, Cecil W
Yates, Brown L Jr



Vardaman, Edwin W
Keller, Richard S
Clement, Sam
Hosack, Mack B
Kiel, William H
Ochs, Percy W
Phipps, Kermit E
Wojno, Edward M
Corsik, Ralph R
Young, Harold J



