381" Bombardment Squadron

July 1944

Special Outline Section for July 1944

During July the activities of the Squadron at Ghisonaccia Station, Corsica, followed closely the pattern
set during the earlier summer months: The same amusements, athletics, recreation and rest camps
occupied the time of the personnel when not on duty.

Eighteen combat missions and four nickeling missions were flown during July. A total of 167 sorties
reduced the ration of planes lost to sorties flown to .6850%. No aircraft were lost. Enemy
communications in Northern Italy continued to provide targets for our operations.

Ten new combat officers, nine combat enlisted men and one ground enlisted man were assigned to the
Squadron during the month.

Attack on the Montua Causeway Bridges. July 16, 1944. Before (above) and After (below).



Squadron Diary July 1944

1 Having parachuted and landed safely behind enemy lines when their plane was lost due to flak
on the mission to Vernio North R.R. Viaduct on 22 June 1944, 1* Lt. Robert F. Killian and S/Sgt.
Frederick U. Nelson returned to Ghisonaccia today. They successfully evaded capture by the enemy
and made towards the advancing Allied forces, who returned them to military control.

Cpl. George Yousaitis has taken over the management of the Enlisted Men’s Club. This will be his sole
duty, and he will be responsible for maintenance of the Club and the purchase of all of the Club’s
supplies.

No missions.

2 Capt. Perry D Pickett, who was reported a prisoner of war of the Italian Government on 14
April 1943 after going down with Capt. Eddy’s crew on 23 February 1943, arrived in Ghisonaccia
today. After almost 17 months spent in enemy prison camps and as an escapist behind enemy lines,
Capt. Pickett was returned to Military Control on 24 June 1944. He expects to spend several days with
the Squadron before returning to the United States. Unfortunately, Capt. Pickett is unable to reveal any
of the experiences which he had while in Northern Italy, as Military regulations require complete
secrecy.

One bombing mission.

3 “Dar var varmt eidag!”* remarked Cpl. Nels Johnson.. “If you do, brother, you’ll clean it up
yourself,” warned Sgt. James C. (“The Rock”) Rockett.

M/Sgt. W. J. Malloy and Cpl. B. L. Shaver returned from the 15" Field Hospital [ Ghisonaccia].
One bombing mission, one nickeling mission.
* It’s a very warm day - in Swedish.

4 A typical “Glorious Fourth” with the requisite heat and humidity. But the other ingredients
were missing: Firecrackers; hot dogs; fat women on bathing beaches with their inevitable squealing
brats; long lines of traffic snarled and stationary; Coca-Cola and ice cream; profusions of banners and
flags. But there were compensations: A few bursts of ack-ack; barking dogs, hamburgers and iced tea
and fresh tomato salad for dinner; and a whole day off for everyone.

After almost a month of “wrastling” with hammers and saws, paint and brushes, gadgets and so on, the
381* officers opened their new club, “Happy Hill’s.” The club occupies the second floor of one of the
town’s buildings, and has four rooms. One of these rooms is the bar, which has the Squadron Insignia,
four roses, a bomb and a snake as its decorative motif. The other three rooms are a card room, music
room and lounge. The opening was most successful, and was attended by Colonel Hunter and his staff
and officers from the other Squadrons.

The Enlisted Men’s Club was opened during the evening. Cpl. George Yousaitis presided for the first
time.

S/Sgt. L. L. Tate and Pvt. P. E. Peck returned from the 15" Field Hospital. No missions.



5 Enlisted men who were issued Springfield Rifles were ordered to turn them in today. Carbines
will be issued to them.

The following named officers were promoted to 1* Lt: R. J. Bathurst, H. L. Collins, R. M. Hover, L. Z.
Lewis, H. L. Linebarier, A. P. Lugert, W. A. Mangum, J. W. Maywald, E. L. Moyer, C. W. Prasse, H. B.
Robinson and L. A. Taylor.

1* Lt. R. F. Killian and S/Sgt. F. U. Nelson left for the United States today.

Sgts. J. E. Ferguson and J. W. Holubek are absent sick at the 15" Field Hospital.

No missions.

M1903 Springfield

6 A warm and lazy day. Nothing of interest occurred at Ghisonaccia.

The following named crew returned from Cairo, Egypt today: 1* Lts: M. P. Oie and R. W. Whitehead,;
S/Sgt. P. C. Cardimino; and Sgts: W. R. Davenport and A. E. Tamer.

Pvt P. E. Peck is absent sick at the 15" Field Hospital.

Two bombing missions.

7 Today’s mission to San Giovanni Railroad Bridges was the 310" Bomb Group’s 500" combat
mission. There were no 381* aircraft on this mission; planes participating belonging to the 379" and
380" Squadrons. Brigadier General Knapp attended the interrogation and afterwards had his picture

taken with Col. Hunter and the combat crews. Moving pictures taken on this occasion will be sent to
the United States to be used in News Reels, as the 310" is the first medium bomb group ever to have

chalked up 500 missions.

St. J. L. Jared, gunner on Lt. Killian’s crew, escaped through enemy lines in Northern Italy and was
returned to the Squadron today.

Carbines were issued to men who turned in their rifles on 5 July.

1° Lt. John W. Lemmer was transferred to the United States.



The following named crew returned from Rest Camp at Capri: 1% Lts: R. F. Elmer and E. L. Moyer; 2™
Lt. T. F. Kremer; S/Sgt. J. P. White; and Sgts: L. J. Slentz and F. H. Woodley.

Pvt. Freddie H. Barnes is absent sick at the 15" Field hospital.

One bombing mission.

The 310" Bombardment Group celebrates its 500" mission.

8 Most of our combat offices and enlisted men now have around 55 missions, and it is expected
that new flying personnel will begin to arrive shortly. Some of the me are complaining of flight
fatigue.

The following crew left for Cairo this morning: 2™ Lts: E. H. Ellis, and C. P. Shearer; T/Sgt. C. A.
Hollar; S/Sgt. H. W. Campbell and Pvt. Z. R. De Moises.

T/Sgt. W. Jolkower is absent sick at the 15" Field Hospital. One bombing mission.



9 A very hot day, with towering cumulus clouds, thunder and rain.

Sgt. J. L. Jared left for the United States.

The following Officers and Enlisted Men left for Rest Camp at Rome: Capt. C. H. Waugh; 1* Lt. J. R.
Simpkins; 2™ Lt. L. A. Lewis; M/Sgt. J. W. Hartsock; T/Sgt. J. J. Duffy III; S/Sgts: L. C. Deese, R. K.
Hanna and W. E. Prall; and Cpl. R. A. Roberts.

1* Lt. H. S. Ray is on detached service with the 57" Bomb Wing.

The following named personnel were promoted to the rank of S/Sgt: Sgts: A. J. Burgess, H. M.
Crocker, W. R. Davenport, R. J. Foley, J. W. Holubek, B. F. Irwin, M. J. Rennie, J. Romo, A. E. Tamer
and Cpl. R. M. Harris.

The following named personnel were promoted to the rank of T/Sgt: S/Sgts: E. C. Brown, W. O.
Edwards, W. Jolkower, R. R. Mackowiak, R.H. Meeth, M. Vogel, J. P. White, D. R. Williams, J. J.
Winkopp and Sgt. J. E. Ferguson.

No missions.

10 Capt. Joseph M. Baisch III, formerly Assistant Squadrons Officer, has been placed on special
duty with Group Headquarters. He will be in charge of the Link Trainer Department which Group has
just set up.

Group Specials Orders No. 77 assigned S/Sgt. L. H. Bauer to the Squadron.

2" Lt. E. G. Paul and Pvt. R. E. Peck returned from the 15" Field Hospital. T/Sgt. E. E. Sandstead is
absent sick at the 15" Field Hospital.

One bombing mission.

Figure 1: Example of a Link Trainer. Unknown woman 1942.



11 The American Red Cross was well represented in the Enlisted
Men’s Mess Hall this noon by “Jackie” Nordlinger. In a conversation with
T/Sgt. John J. Duffy III and S/Sgt. R. M. Harris, “Jackie” bemoaned the
fact that a new order prohibits women from flying in military aircraft,
because she is very anxious to see Rome. Sgt. Duffy suggested
swimming, while Sgt. Harris advanced some practical advice about P.T.
boats. Perceptibly encouraged, “Jackie” finished her lunch, wrapped the
remains of a pork chop in her handkerchief and took off to feed her cat.

Three cheers for the three bottles of American beer which were issued
with today’s rations.

1* Lt. H. S. Ray has been transferred to the 75" Bomb Wing.

2" Lt. J. B. Pritchard is absent sick at the 15" Field Hospital.

One bombing mission.

12 A very warm Day.

Three fried eggs for breakfast and tomato and lettuce salad with fresh
onions for dinner helped maintain the excellent standards of this
Squadron’s cuisine. Fresh butter is still plentiful. Cpl. Ralph Corsi
continues to bake birthday cakes for everyone.

Pvt Freddie H. Barnes returned from the 15" Field Hospital.

One bombing mission, one nickeling mission.

13 2" Lt. A. E. Vosburgh, Jr., was promoted to First Lieutenant. b

“ e
The following crew took off for Rest Camp at Capri: Capt. J. Opeka; 1% ;lg L:jrle 2: Jackie
Lt. L. A. Taylor; T/Sgt. M. Vogel; S/Sgt. R. M. Harris and Sgts: F. F. ordiinger

Dickey and F. Hallett.

Major Ivan R. Campbell took off for Rest Camp at Rome with M/Sgt. E. W. Vardaman, and S/Sgts: J.
N. Moore and B. D. Morningstar.

The following personnel arrived back at Ghisonaccia after four days spent in Rome: Capt. C. H.
Waugh; 1% Lt. J. R. Simpkins; 2" Lt. L. A. Lewis; M/Sgt. J. W. Hartsock; T/Sgt. John J. Duffy, III;
S/Sgts: L. C. Deese, R. K. Hanna, W. E. Prall; and Cpl. R. A. Roberts.

Two bombing missions.

14 Two fried eggs and muffins with fresh butter for breakfast. They’re feeding us like civilians.

A Negro U.S.O. troupe put on a very good act for us this evening. The master of ceremonies is said to
have formerly been associated with New York’s Cotton Club.



1* Lt. M. P. Oie and T/Sgt. E. E. Sandstead are absent sick at the 15" Field Hospital.
One bombing mission.
15 The important Italian town of Poggibonsi was occupied by Allied troops today.

1* Lt. Thomas U. Ramsey, former 381* pilot, spent the day in Ghisonaccia. Since leaving the Squadron
last October, he has been in the Ferry Command seeing the world, including Russia. Lt. Ramsey came
bearing gifts: a bottle of American whiskey for Col. Hunter, and the latest editions of magazines and
beaucoup chocolate for his friends in the Squadron.

“Fluffy” flew her 29" mission today, which is more missions than any dog in the Squadron has flown.
2" Lt. J. B. Pritchard returned from the 15" Field Hospital.

One bombing mission.

16 A warm, pleasant and lazy day.

The following crew returned from Cairo: 2™ Lts: E. H. Ellis and C. P. Shearer; T/Sgt. C. A. Hollar;
S/Sgt. H. W. Campbell and Pvt. Z. R. De Moises.

One bombing mission.

17 A practice gas alarm occurred this morning between 09:00 and 09:30 hours. Personnel of the
Squadron, with their pusses encased in the newly issued light weight gas-mask, looked strictly
grotesque.

The following personnel left for Rest Camp at Rome: 1* Lts. R. A. McLaughlin, R. I. Johnson and W.
H Kuester; T/Sgt. N. R. Michiel; S/Sgts: J. B. Morris, M. J. Rennie and G. B. Underwood; Sgt. L. M.
Tenneriello and Cpl. R. Hartl.

Major I. R. Campbell, M/Sgt. E. W. Vardaman and S/Sgts: J. N. Moore and B. D. Morningstar returned
from Rest Camp at Rome.

T/Sgt. W. Jolkower returned from the 15" Field Hospital, and Sgt. H. W. Monger is absent sick at the
35" Station Hospital [Cervione, Corsical.

One nickeling mission.

18 Pfc. “Mr.” James W. Potts is at it again. He threw a neat deal this A.M., purchasing on credit
from Sgt. R. L. Dedrick a small monkey for a mere song, said song being rumored to be in the
neighborhood of 5,000 francs. “Pottsy” fell in love with the monkey at first sight. Its a cute little thing,
full grown and so tiny that it will fit in the palm of a man’s hand. Some people are of the opinion that
there is a striking resemblance between the monkey and its new master. However, that’s a matter of
opinion. And here’s something “Pottsy” doesn’t know: That although he is going to pay the equivalent
of 100 American Dollars for his new pet, it will be all profit for Sgt. Dedrick, as Dedrick got the
monkey from a French Soldat for a carton of cigarettes. Wait till “Mr.” Potts finds out about that!



The following officers and enlisted men left for Rest Camp at Capri: 1% Lts: H. L. Collins and W. A.
Mangum; 2™ Lts: G. A. Brandt-Bey and B. G. Keough; T/Sgts: J. P. Boder and H. L. Steele; S/Sgts: M.
Pusen and A. N. Rumpf; and Cpl. J. P. Labash.

2" Lt. G. R. Gerg and S/Sgt. R. L. Gifford returned from the 35" Station Hospital, while Sgt. J.
Schwartz is absent sick at that hospital. S/Sgt. E. C. Singletary is absent sick at the 15" Field Hospital.

No missions

19 1* Lt. John J. Mason, Jr., is cooking up plans for a new building for the Enlisted Men’s Club.
The small native building now being used is inadequate, and so close to the highway that it is always
full of dust. Although Lt. Mason’s plans are not completely formulated, he has in mind a wooden
frame building which will be large enough for a bar and a large recreation room. He spent most of the
day chasing around conferring with the building and artistic talent in the Squadron. Whatever the
results are, it can be guaranteed right now that they will be good.

Group Special Orders No. 80 assigned Capt. William R. Cutler to the Squadron.

The following personnel returned from Rest Camp at Capri: Capt. J. Opeka; 1% Lt. L. A. Taylor; T/Sgt.
M Vogel; S/Sgt. R. M. Harris and Sgts: F. F. Dickey and F. Hallett.

Cpl J. L. Huffman is absent sick in the 15" Field Hospital.
20 Hitler announced over the radio that an attempt had been made to take is life.

S/Sgt. William R. Davenport who flew on today’s mission to Ferraro Road Bridge is the first member
of the organization to fly seventy combat missions.

M/Sgt. E. W. Vardaman, Communications Section Chief, and Sgt. F. L. Whiting, Assistant Mess
Sergeant, were transferred to Personnel Center No. 6, PBS [Pre-Boarding Screening], en route to the
United States on rotation. Both have been with the Squadron since its early days at Columbia, South
Carolina, and both were members of the Air Echelon.

Cpl Walter S. Smith returned this afternoon from a three day pass to San Severo, Italy, where he
attended something which must have been more or less like old home week. The 483 Bomb Group is
stationed near San Severo, and assigned to it are practically the entire population of Hapeville, Georgia.
At any rate, Cpl. Smith has a brother, T/Sgt. Roy J. Smith, in that outfit, and a cousin, 1* Sgt. Clarence
Plunkett plus seven men in that Group who went to high school with him.

One bombing mission.

21 Three bottles of beer were again issued with the rations which were distributed today. Cpl.
Yousaitis opened the Enlisted Men’s Club bar this evening, so there was plenty of ice to cool the beer.

2" Lt. W. G. Lytle was promoted to 1% Lt.
Pvt. Franklin D. Gaddy left for Oran on furlough.

S/Sgt. P. W. O’Brien and Sgt. J. A. Czajka left this morning for three days in Rome.



S/Sgt. R. M. Harris is absent sick at the 35" Station Hospital. S/Sgt. E. C. Singletary returned from the
15" Station Hospital.

No missions.

22 The 324" Fighter Group has moved to Ghisonaccia. Their planes, P-47’s, will use our landing
strip and dispersal areas. Their bivouac area is S.W. of Ghisonaccia Gare about half a mile. This is a
disadvantage for us insomuch as they are directly between our area and the swimming holes, and since
their arrival it has been exceedingly difficult to find a place to swim which is not full of 324™ men.

A very strong wind came up at 15:00 hours, and continued to blow throughout the night. It was
accompanied by much fine dust and sand.

The following personnel returned from the Rest Camp at Rome: 1°* Lts: R. I. Johnson, W. H. Kuester
and R. A. McLaughlin; T/Sgt. N. R. Michiel; S/Sgts: J. B. Morris, M. J. Rennie and George B.
Underwood; Sgt. L. M. Tenneriello and Cpl. R. Hartl.

Pvt John J. Farrell was promoted to S/Sgt.

T/Sgt. E. E. Sandstead returned from the 15" Field Hospital.

No missions.

23 Sgt. Parker A. Reed of Brockton, Massachusetts was killed in action on today’s mission to
Ferrara Railroad Bridge. Over the target an 88 mm shell scored a direct hit on Sgt. Reed’s tail gun
position, killing him instantly. Although Sgt. Reed had been with the Squadron only one month, he
was well known and extremely popular. He celebrated his twentieth birthday on 4 July 1944.

S/Sgt. W. R. Davenport flew his 71* mission today, thus setting a new record in the Squadron. 1* Lts.
W. Uhl and R. W. Whitehead each chalked up 70 missions today. They are the first officers in the

Squadron to reach this number.

Capt. Doyle A. Shrader, the Squadron Flight Surgeon, has been transferred to the 60" Troop Carrier
Group.

The following named combat men, having finished their tours of duty, have been transferred to
Personnel Center No. 6 en route to the United States: S/Sgts R. E. Darling, J. J. Farrell, I.D. Scott and
J. P. Williams.

Pvt. L. M. Gilbert was transferred to the 380" Squadron.

Sgt. J. Schwartz returned from the 35" Station Hospital. Cpl. R. V. Taylor is absent sick at the 15"
Field Hospital.

Lt. Col. Henry R. Pemberton, is spending a few days with his brother, at this base. The Colonel is en
route to Burma, having come from Washington via London.

One bombing mission.



24 The Inspector General, assisted by a staff of fifteen officers, is conducting a General Inspection
of the 310" Bomb Group. The General inspected the Statistical Department personally. While he was
in Headquarters building, a large group collected outside, and when the General emerged, he was
photographed from every conceivable angle by the Group’s many photo enthusiasts. It is expected that
during the next few days the General’s staff will inspect all Squadron departments.

Departments of the Squadron have re-organized their soft ball teams. The first games were played
tonight, with the Engineering Section taking the Combat Enlisted Men 9 to 5, while Armament
trounced the Officer “Irregular” Team 8 to 4. The Officer’s Irregular team is an innovation dreamed up
to provide more competition, as there were too many officers on the original Officer’s Team.

S/Sgt. P. W. O’Brien and Sgt. J. A. Czajka returned from Rest Camp at Rome, while the following
personnel left for Rome: 1% Lts: J. J. Innis, S. J. Larkin and G. C. Schroeder; M/Sgts: E. L. Porter and
H. J. Rumeau; S/Sgts: F. J. Dzienkiewicz and J. P. McNulty; Sgt. J. Romo and Pvt. J. T. Daniell.

The following officers and G.I.’s left for Rest Camp at Capri: 2™ Lts: R. D. Klinkman, W. H. Lewis
and O. L. Twedt; S/Sgt. D. H. Hass; and Sgts: J. H. Almond and M. C. Chapman. The plane which
flew these men to Naples picked up and returned the following who have been at Capri: 1% Lts: W. A.
Mangum and H. L. Collins; 2" Lts: B. G. Keough and G. A. Brandt-Bey; T/Sgts: J. P. Boder and H. L.
Steele; S/Sgts: M. Pusen and A. N. Rumpf and Cpl. J. P. Labash.

No missions.

25 A new Council has been appointed for the Enlisted Men’s Club. It is composed of the following
men: T/Sgt. J. J. Duffy, III; S/Sgts: V. R. Drew, F. Kiefer and P. W. O’Brien; Sgts: L. P. O’Connor and
J. Simun; and Cpls: N. R. Johnson and G. Yousaitis.

2" Lts. W. H. Lewis and E. G. Paul have been promoted to 1* Lt.

S/Sgt. R. J. Foley is absent sick at the 35" Station Hospital.

Softball scores: Squadron Area 7, Armament 6; Communications 5, Officers (Regular) 1.

One nickeling mission.

26 Flying on today’s mission, 1* Lt. R. I. Johnson and Sgt. A. N. Rumpf successfully completed
their seventieth missions.

Today has been an unpleasantly warm day, too warm for softball, and too warm for anything save
necessary activity.

One mission.

27 Three cans of good American beer in today’s rations. Many a long standing thirst was
quenched, or partially so. Some of the men who were particularly thirsty offered as high as $10.00 per
can to those who specialize in Eau de Vie. The latter group, however, figured that if the beer
commanded such a price they better drink it themselves, and consequently no sales were recorded.



The following crew left for Cairo, Egypt: 1* Lts. R. C. Kienitz and W. G. Lytle; T/Sgts: S. M. Wonski
and L. K. Stewart; S/Sgt. K. L. Myers and Sgt. A. W. Citara.

The following G.1.’s are loose in Rome: S/Sgt. E. C. Singletary and Sgts: E. Ciarrochi and R. K.
Hulen.

Softball Scores: Engineering 8, Officers Irregulars 2; Communications 11, Combat Enlisted Men 8.
One bombing mission.

28 The 381% Softball team this afternoon played the 340" Group
Softball team for the championship of the 57" Wing. The score was
4-0 in favor of the 381* Squadron. In the evening the team played
the 214™ Ack Ack team, winning the Ghisonaccia Area
Championship 3-2 in a 12 inning game. The team in these games
was composed entirely of 381* Squadron personnel, with the
exception of the pitcher, S/Sgt. Leonard D. (“Li’l Abner) Langston
of the 380" Squadron.

1* Lt. Glenn T. Black was transferred to the Detachment of Patients
at the 35" Station Hospital. It is expected that he will be returned to
the United States as soon as he is able to travel.

S/Sgt. A. J. MacDougall, having finished his tour of duty, is en route to the United States.

T/Sgt. F. L. Wade and S/Sgt. W. H. Kiel are absent sick at the 35" Station Hospital, while S/Sgt. F. J.
Foley returned from that hospital.

No mission.

29 The softball team traveled to Ajaccio today to play the 976™ Signal Company for the
championship of Southern Corsica. Three games will be played to determine the winner. We were
victorious to the score of 2-0 in the first game, played this evening.

S/Sgt. D. H. Haas and Pfc. A. S. Sichelski were promoted to T/Sgts. The following personnel were
promoted to S/Sgts: Sgts: J. H. Almond, M. C. Chapman, A. W. Citara, L. J. Depiero, J. E. Eldrdge, J.
A. Hailey, F. L. Jolitz, H. W. Monger, J. C. Sequenz, L. J. Slentz, B. T. Thomason, F. W. Williams; and
Pvts: J. L. Bazzett, J. T. Daniell, Z. R. De Moises and H. E. Roberts.

No missions.

30 The team arrived back from Ajaccio tonight having won the championship of Southern Corsica.
The second game, played today, gave them the title because of a 3-2 score.

Today’s mission turned back due to weather before reaching enemy territory. It will not be counted as a
mission.

There was an Amateur Show tonight, sponsored by Red Cross’s “Snuffy” Smith. It was extremely
amateurish, and “Snuffy” Smith ought to be ashamed of herself.



The following Officers and Enlisted Men left for Rest Camp at Rome: 1* Lts: J. W. Brett and A. P.
Lugert; 2nds Lt. R. C. Eckerlin; T/Sgt. I. H. Berzon; S/Sgts. R. J. Foley, G. A. Darden and J. E.
Washington; and Sgts: J. E. Hammack and T. F. Meehan. The plane which took them over picked up
and returned S/Sgt. E. C. Singletary and Sgts: E. Ciarrochi and R. K. Hulen.

The following left for Capri’s Rest Camp: 1% Lt. J. W. Maywald; 2™ Lts: J. G. Mulligan and F. W.
Watson; T/Sgt. R. R. Mackowiak and Sgts; J. C. Sequenz and B T. Thomason. The following returned
from Capri: 1% Lt. W. H. Lewis; 2™ Lts: R. D. Klinkman and O. L. Twedt; T/Sgt. D. H. Haas; and
S/Sgts: J. H. Almond and M. C. Chapman.

The following Combat Officers and Enlisted Men were assigned to the Squadron by Group Special
Orders No. 84, dated 30 July 1944: 2" Lts: F. H. Carr, D. C. Cunningham, P. G. Galentine, L. E. Lewis,
W. L. McCreery, H. L. Upton, Al L. Wagnon and W. J. Williams; F/O E. C. Weaver; Sgt. R. W.
Gambrel; and Cpls: S. Blyer, W. J. Braun; H. J. Cale, F. H. Gaines, F. W. Hitzeman, W. O. McKibben,
C. F. McSpadden, and H. C. Perry.

S/Sgt W. H. Kiel and Sgt. H. W. Monger, who have been absent sick at the 15" Field Hospital and the
35 Station Hospital respectively, have returned to duty.

No missions.

31 For two months the four Squadrons have been competing for first place in bombing accuracy.
The 381* Squadron has gradually moved up to 73.1%, 2% higher than the score of any other of the
Group’s Squadrons. First place in bombing too!

Paycall at 13:00 hours, as usual. No one was observed going in backwards while Major Campbell and
Capt. Abbott doled out the francs, although advice on this method of being paid was given liberally to
certain prominent characters in the Squadron while they were waiting to be called.

No baseball games.

No missions.



Operational Section

[See the original Diary for mission descriptions and crew lists. ]

Casualty Section July 1944

Sgt. Parker A. Reed, Jr.

On 23 July 1944, while flying as tail gunner in a B-25-J piloted by 1* Lt. K. L. Gimson, Sgt. Reed was
instantly killed by the direct hit of an 88 mm shell when the aircraft in which he was flying was directly
over the target, Ferrara Road Bridge, Italy. It was Sgt. Reed’s eleventh combat mission. Sgt. Reed was
buried on 24 July 1944 at the U. S. Military Cemetery near Bastia, Corsica.



Awards and Decorations

Air Medal

[See original General Orders for award of clusters]

Issac S Clark
Joseph A Burton
Michael C Cutrona

James W. Brett
John W Lemmer
Richard D Klinkman
Thomas F. Kremer
William G Lytle
Henry S Ray, Jr
John P Boder, Jr
John J Duffy, III
Claude M Enright
Peter C Cardimino
Glenn T Black
Storey J Larkin
Melvin P Oie
Robert D Bonnaviat
Joseph S Bumbak
Earl H Ellis, Jr
Marvin Hayman
Lee R Hornsby
John S Jameson
Robert I Johnson
Nicholas Katsirubas
Bernard G Keogh
Keith L. Gimson
Isadore H Berzon
James A Heaney
Stanley M Wonski
Herbert W Campbell
Robert E Darling
Jack L Gatlin

Joe B Morris

Issac S Clark

John J Innis

James T Daniell

Leon C Deese
Francis J Dzienkiewicz
Frederick U. Nelson
Wilson E Prall
Michael Pusen
Harold M Crocker
Ralph J Foley

Bruce F Irwin

Albert E Tamer
Andrew S Sichelski
Richard C Kienitz
Robert F Killian
Charles L Klecka
Leslie A Lewis
George K McDonald
Robert P Moss

Ell G Paul

James B Pritchard
Clyde P Shearer

John R Simpkins
Robert W Whitehead
William H Davenport
George E Reid
Arthur N Rumpf
George B Underwood
John E Washington
James P Williams
John L Ferguson
John W Holubek
Melvin J Rennie
Robert A McLaughlin
John J Farrell



Soldier’s Medal

Marvin Haymen
Charlie C Parker
John Palsma

Distinguished Flying Cross

Walter E. Coddington
Hubbard B Arnoult, Jr
Martin H. Campbell, Jr
Marvin Hayman
Leonard C Heller
George N Evans
Robert F. Killian
Robert P Moss

Gerald R Gerg

Silver Star

Ivan L. Ferguson



Special Events Section July 1944

Refreshments to be Had

By Cpl. Brown Lee Yates

I like to extol the 381* as much as reason allows, but when alluding to the Battle of Philippeville, I fear
that I shall have to admit that it was a draw. Maybe the Mademoiselles had a slight edge on us even,
but we never conceded them the victory.

Remember, for instance our dances, as if one could forget them. Not that they are to be recalled as
elegant ballroom affairs, but as studies in the medley that makes up the Algerian population. Also, they
were excellent studies in the theory of the survival of the fittest.

The most important thing was to procure Mademoiselles. Invitations were disseminated through the
town, cards which announced in emblazoned letters: REFRESHMENTS TO BE HAD. That was the
incentive, and that was what attracted our guests, every man, woman, and child of them. Our parties
consisted of eligible, dance-worthy young ladies who made up around one-third of the crowd and the
heterogeneous of the city’s population who made up the remaining two-thirds. Each girl came
accompanied by her retinue: Papa, mamma, uncles, aunts, little brothers and sisters, several cousins,
half the French garrison, and the family dog. Every nose among them was on the scent of grapefruit
juice punch and Spam sandwiches.

A French orchestra played tunes that must have been the rage of the Paris Exposition, eighteen hundred
and something. As a selection was rendered, the orchestra formed an attachment to it and held on to it
as a doting mother who doesn’t want her son to leave home.

A perpetual diversion at these dances was the constant siege of the British Forces to gain admittance.
Women being at such a dearth, we could not afford to share them, even with our blood allies; so several
of our stalwarts had to mount guard at the doors and windows, and several encounters took place as the
English searched for a weak place in our defense.

Let us watch a soldier so naive that he thought to dance. He goes over and smashes through the family
circle and intimates to the young lady that people usually dance at dances. Her baby sisters of ten years
down were just dying to dance, but fortunately one of them does not grab him. He persuades mamma
to risk her daughter to his arms for a few moments. Actually, mamma was more concerned with the
K.P.’s preparing Spam sandwiches.

Let us assume that he has been unusually lucky and is cutting the rug with the lass, whispering sweet
nothings that she cannot “compree” into her ear, such as, “You dance as lightly as a feather (mattress).”
Already he has given the cold shoulder to the French garrison, who attempted bold sallies to rescue the
girl. But he is dancing straight into the mouth of the hungry mob, so to speak, for Major Campbell
chooses that moment to ascend the band rostrum and proclaim, “The refreshments are now ready for
serving!”



The stampede is on. The hapless soldier is left embracing empty air. (Not quite empty air, for there is a
strong odor of garlic about). Our soldier seeks safety in a corner from the precipitate mob.
Apprehensively, he follows with his eyes the tender slip of a girl whom he has just held, but she is
holding her own in the melee. So he retires to await whatever she may bring him. But seconds merge
into minutes, and nothing is forthcoming, not even a glass of punch. The last the sees of the girl, she is
among her kinfolks, all of them munching Spam sandwiches as contentedly as a herd of heifers
ruminating.
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This directory is composed of the names of personnel who have been assigned to the Squadron during
the month.

Cutler, William H
Carr, Fred H
Cunningham, David C
Calentine, Paul G
Lewis, Lloyd E
McCreery, William L
Upton, Harold L
Wagnon, Albert L
Williams, Woodson J
Weaver, Edmund C
Bauer, Louis H
Gambrel, Robert W
Blyer, Sidney

Braun, William J
Cale, Harry J

Gaines, Frederick H
Hitzemann, Frederick W
McKibben, William O
McSpadden, Calip F
Perry, Hern C

Figure 3: Target: Ficorolo Pontoon Bridge July 15, 1944



