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During the first month of the New Year, 1945, the Squadron, having passed nearly all of the Old Year 
here at Ghisonaccia Station, Corsica, became greatly excited about concrete plans to move to the 
Adriatic coast of Italy.  Prefabricated buildings were torn down, metal scrap was collected, and some 
equipment was crated, only to have the proposed move postponed for thirty days, if not indefinitely.

Combat operations maintained a steady high level, despite an unusually wintry January for the 
Mediterranean, with a total of 18 missions and 166 sorties flown.  These operations were again directed
against enemy targets in Northern Italy, chiefly rail communications along the vital Brenner Pass 
supply line.  The ratio of airplanes lost to sorties flown fell still lower to .0049%.

Members of the Squadron were awarded to the following decorations during the month:  1 
Distinguished Flying Cross, 1 Soldier’s Medal, 1 Bronze Star Medal, 5 Air Medals, and 18 Oak Leaf 
Clusters to the Air Medal.

Some 10 new personnel were assigned to the Squadron in January, as follows:  3 combat officers, 4 
combat enlisted men, and 3 ground enlisted men.

A new feature of Squadron activities was the beginning of a series
of weekly orientation meetings in the Enlisted Men’s Mess Hall.
Surprising capacity crowds turned out the hear two talks by Captain
Henry G. Gilliam, our Ground Liaison Officer, on the subjects of
the Eastern and Western Fronts, and an expanded program is
planned for the future.

On the side of entertainment and recreation Special Service
continued to show the movies thrice weekly in our outdoor theater,
while three visiting USO troupes also presented matinees there.
The Squadron also pursued its lively winter sports program.  At an
informal ceremony on 3 January Major Lawrence G. Hill, Jr.,
Squadron CO, presented members of the softball team with bronze
medallions in honor of their triumph in the 57th Wing playoffs last
fall.  Meanwhile the celebrated Squadron basketball team, “The Wonder Boys,” added to its impressive
string of victories, climaxed by its triumph in Rome in the theater playoffs.  The big game was played 
in the gymnasium of the Julius Caesar High School, and afterwards the quintet threw a party at 
Broadway Bill’s.

Figure 1:                  
Henry G. Gillaim
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1 The New Year dawned on a spotless blanket of white snow – our first fall of the season.  Now 
we no longer have to look up to the Corsican mountains – which at present are obscured – for a picture 
of “White Christmas.”

A stand-down was called by mid-morning, to everyone’s relief, since this is traditionally the No. 1 
“morning after.”  Interest has been running high in the several annual “bowl” games in the States.

Meal hours were mercifully extended for the holiday.  Breakfast, with fresh eggs and sausage, came 
from 0730 to 0930, while the festive dinner, featuring turkey and mince pie, was not served until 1430 
hours.  Only coffee was available for supper, so that the KP’s might share in the celebration.

2nd Lt. Ray T. Parfet was promoted to the rank of First Lieutenant, effective 28 December 1944.

No bombing missions.

2 MY PAL JOE was the evening movie feature.  Lately our film schedule has been upset because 
many of the releases were recalled to Italy.

Corp. Chauncey B. “Pappy” Lennen was the beaming winner of the $75 pool on the Rose Bowl game.  
Corp. Lennen, going in for heavy finance, promptly entered the small (?) loan business.

Pvt. Thomas Fairhurst is absent sick at the 40th Station Hospital [Ghisonaccia].

No bombing missions.

3 All personnel went through the gas chamber, set up in the combat area, this morning and 
afternoon.  The plethora of colds was no aid to the gas identification.

The bulletin board carried the announcement that, now that the holidays were relegated to the realm of 
fond memory, the general appearance of living quarters was expected to show a great improvement.

S/Sgt. Arthur K. Grace, MIA in raid on Cameri Road and RR Bridge on 19 October 1944, was reported 
as a prisoner of war in Italy.

One bombing mission.

4 T/Sgt. Alexander A. Pudlo completed his 113th mission today, the target being the Lavis Rail 
Diversion Bridge.  Although he has been free to return to the States since his 70th mission, Sgt. Pudlo, 
for personal reasons, has insisted on running his string to 113 – believed to be a record for the theater.  
Having reached his remarkably high goal, Sgt. Pudlo is now ready for a look at home.

Now that the holidays are officially “fini,” Ordnance returned our weapons from storage.



The evening cinema brought photogenic Gene Tierney to the Ghisonaccia
screen in a new picture, LAURA.

An abbreviated PX ration was distributed today, including only one beer
and two “Cokes” per man.

Pfc. Vernon L. Dell returned from the 40th Station Hospital.

One bombing mission.

5 Rain and overcast skies canceled operations.

The following left for the Capri Rest Camp:  1st Lts. Oliver J. Christensen,
Charles K. Frank, Harold G. Moore, and Hugh L. Wright; T/Sgts. Robert J.
Daems and Arthur B. Lipscomb, Jr.; and S/Sgt. Vernon O. Smith.

1st Lt. Elmer L. Moyer left for the 7the Replacement Depot, there to await transshipment to the United 
States.

No bombing missions.

6 Rain again canceled operations and also the scheduled
appearance of a USO show in the afternoon.  However, the downpour
lifted in time for the regular evening cinema, STARS ON PARADE.

The rumor market is doing a brisk midwinter business hereabouts.  The
fastest “sellers” include a move to Italy, near Rimini, within six weeks
and – the jackpot – our return to the States by spring.

The following left for the ETO [European Theatre of Operations] Rest
Camp, Cannes, France:  Capt. Howard A Sessler, 1st Lt. Warren J.
Bosshard, and 2nd Lt. Thomas J. Brady. No bombing missions.

The USO show, THE NOVELAIRES, postponed from yesterday, capered
across the Ghisonaccia stage this afternoon.  The troupe, featuring a
female baton twirler; extraordinaire and jokes streamlined to the GI taste,
was a considerable hit and provided a well-packed hour’s entertainment.

For this week only, Supply has changed laundry pick-up day from
Sunday to Monday.

Those long morning chow lines mean but one thing – fresh eggs for
several days in a row, with numerous “seconds” for all the chow hounds.

Pfc. Pleasant E. Thompson is absent sick at the 40th Station Hospital.

One weather reconnaissance mission. Figure 2: Peggy Jean 
Carroll né Roan



8 Bad new for the enlisted men was the resumption of airplane
guard, as the infantry security battalion is moving out.  The moaning
and gnashing of teeth knew no rank, since even master sergeants are
to be detailed for the duty, and none but kitchen and medical
personnel will be excused.

The following left for the Rome Rest Camp:  1st Lts Richard H.
Walker and James D. Williams; 2nd Lts. Robert B. Stangier and
Clarence L. Winder; T/Sgts. Wilbur O. Edwards and Alexander A
Pudlo; and Sgt. Bob R. Ratliff.

One bombing mission and one weather reconnaissance mission.

9 “The Voice” – Frank
Sinatra himself – crooned
from the local screen tonight
in STEP LIVELY, film version
of the Broadway comedy,
ROOM SERVICE.  The air
was crisp, but not too cold to
suppress the girlish giggles
from the GI audience during
the tenser moments.

S/Sgt. Allan H. Shainen is absent sick at the 40th Station Hospital.

One bombing mission.

10 Brrr-----!  No wonder all the mud puddles were iced over this morning, as the frost is all over 
the pumpkin – provided there were any pumpkins in Corsica, to be frosted and iced.  Seriously, though 
the natives affirm this to be an “unusually cold” winter, the sun seldom fails to shine at midday, and we 
still wouldn’t trade for the Aleutians.

The now-famous Group band, THE MELODIERS,
composed mostly of 381st personnel, finally decided to play
for “the home folks” tonight.  The EM dance in the mess
hall turned out to be a successful occasion, attended not
only by the local mademoiselles, but by their parents and
little brothers and sisters.  Some of the older folk managed
to cut a mean rug, too.

1st Lt. Harold B. Robinson was promoted to the rank of
Captain.  2nd Lts. William F. Bierds, Jr., Robert J. Hight,
Stanley Karp, Hubert S. Watson, and Jack Wood were
promoted to the rank of First Lieutenant.

No bombing missions.

Figure 3: Robert Stangier in
Rome

Figure 4: William F. Bierds



11 The new stove in the mess hall certainly makes things cozier there
during these chill days.

The evening film fare was ONE BODY TOO MANY, pursuing the
formula of homicide made funny, and featuring Jean Parker and Jack
Haley.

Pfc. Cyril J. Sullivan is absent sick at the 40th Station Hospital.

No bombing missions.

12 THE MELODIERS, our much-sought Group band, played
at the 381st Officers’ Club dance tonight.  A contingent of nurses attended
all the way from Bastia.

The Red Cross doughnut-and-coffee jeepmobile again parked in the Operations-Intelligence area in 
mid-morning.

2nd Lts. Kenneth C. Hines and Clarence L. Winder were promoted to the rank of First Lieutenant.

The following left for the Capri Rest Camp:  2nd Lt. Jacques D. Wimpfheimer, F/O Harry R. J. 
Sorensen, S/Sgt. Cyril J. Laffey, and Sgt. Neil F. Lupardo.

The following left for the Rome Rest Camp:  1st Lts. Lawrence J. Levine and Charles A. Kochendorfer; 
T/Sgt. Tillman R. Magouirk; S/Sgts. Vilas R. Drew and Louis H. Bauer; Sgt. Daniel J. Vaccaro, and 
Corp. John F. Gullic.

No bombing missions.

13 Snow – or rather, slush – fell upon Ghisonaccia during the
night, and this morning our usually hard and brittle terrain had turned
into a soppy quagmire.

The local screen presented a “different” picture tonight, NONE BUT
THE LONELY HEART, featuring Cary Grant and Ethel Barrymore.

S/Sgt. Allan H. Shainen returned from the 40th Station Hospital.

No bombing missions.

14 Came the deluge – and Ghisonaccia was all but washed away
by this morning’s intense downpour.  Lightning and hail provided an
irrepressible cacophony to the wild play of the elements.  Most of the
boys missed breakfast, which however, was unusually bounteous, with fresh eggs, bacon, biscuits, 
oatmeal, and orange juice.

Corp. Joseph DeLecce is absent sick at the 40th Station Hospital.   No bombing missions.



15 The monthly ceremony of signing the pay roll was conducted today.

The Bulletin board announced the beginning of a Squadron Orientation Program, a strictly voluntary 
discussion of the news and general events.  The first meeting, with Capt. Henry G. Gilliam, our GLO 
[Ground Liaison Officer] as guest speaker, is scheduled for the enlisted men’s mess hall at 1900 hours 
next Friday.

Sgt. Jessie P. Santos is absent sick at the 40th Station Hospital.

The following left for the Rome Rest Camp:  1st Lt. Herman E. Hamrick, 2nd Lt. Robert J. Hight, F/O 
Harold Schuler, T/Sgt. Sidney Blyer, S/Sgt. James H. Smallfield, and Sgts. Henry R. Vasquez and John 
E. Costello.

T/Sgts. Wilbur O. Edwards, William Jolkower, and Morton Vogel; S/Sgt. Frank Hallett left for the 7th 
Replacement Depot, there to await transshipment to the United States.

One bombing mission.

16 More rain today.

Fried chicken, though in rather sparse quantity, graced the luncheon
menu in the mess hall.

The fourth issue of THE TUFF SHEET, fort-nightly Squadron house
organ, appeared at midday.  THE SHEET continues to maintain both
its volume and vigor, with 8 pages of assorted comment, gossip,
sports, and movie reviews.

A long-awaited cinema treat, RHAPSODY IN BLUE, portraying the
life of the composer, George Gershwin, was finally scheduled for the
local screen tonight, but the showing was driven indoors, to a small
audience in the Headquarters Enlisted Men’s Mess, on account of
incessant rain.

Pvt. Freddie H. Barnes is absent sick at the 40th Station Hospital.

No bombing missions.

17 The cloudy skies lifted at long last.

Preferential PX rations were distributed to men on the line this afternoon.  In the future, both beer and 
“Cokes” will be sold through the Squadron bar, rather than by the PX.

Pvt Thomas L. Knight is absent sick at the 40th Station Hospital.

The following left for the ETO Rest Camp, Cannes, France:  1st Lt. Dudley J. Sleeper and 2nd Lts. 
Edward H. Mitrani, Dwight L. Nelson, and Charlton W. Blee.



The following personnel left for the 7th Replacement Depot, there to await transshipment to the United 
States:  Capt. Raymond J. Bathurst and 1st Lts. Travis H. Ford, John P. Gibson, Ralph M. Hover, and 
Harold G. Moore.

S/Sgt. William L. Palmer was promoted to the grade of Technical Sergeant.  Sgt. Julius L. Bazzett was 
promoted to the grade of Staff Sergeant.  Pvts. William J. Altman, Daniel J. Farrell, and William E. 
Sweat were promoted to the grade of Corporal.

One bombing mission.

18 An unexpected visitor to the Squadron area this afternoon was
Doris Duke Cromwell, the famous heiress, who is now doing welfare
work for the Air Corps.

Regular PX rations were issued to those who did not buy yesterday.

THE CONSPIRATORS, a first-class movie
thriller with Hedy Lamarr, Paul Henreid,
Peter Lorre, and Sidney Greenstreet,
provided the evening film entertainment.

The following left for the Capri Rest
Camp:  1st Lt. Lewis L. Zimmerman, 2nd Lt.
Lemuel V. Bates, F/O/s Harold Bachrack
and Robert M. Null; and Corps. Gomer E.
Bowen, Paul F. Maicus, and Daniel J.
Farrell.

The following left for the Rome Rest
Camp:  2nd Lt. Robert E. Browning, F/O
Donald M. Butler, T/Sgt. Robert A Maurin, Sgt. Robert L. Spradling, Jr., and Pfcs. John G. Holloway, 
Thomas G. Timlin, and Dick G. Wong.

Pfc. Pleasant E. Thompson returned from the 40th Station Hospital.

S/Sgt. Henry C Bozard is absent sick at the 40th Station Hospital, as the result of serious wounds 
received in raid on the San Ambrogio Landslide.

Two bombing missions.

19 Despite a leaky sky, the postponed USO show, THE SHAMROCK REVUE, was unveiled 
before the local audience this afternoon.  An acrobat, and accordionist, and a xylophonist featured the 
program.

The first orientation meeting this evening found the enlisted men’s mess hall packed literally to the 
rafters with all ranks.  Capt. Henry G. Gilliam, our Ground Liaison Officer, having outdrawn “chow,” 
proceeded to justify the event by his very interesting discourse on the tactical situation of both the 
Eastern and Western Fronts.  Capt. Gilliam is to speak again next week.  No bombing missions.



20 Despite the worst blow in some time, the evening cinema, MY
GIRL LOVES MUSIC, with Bob Crosby, was unreeled on schedule.
Even the less venturesome stay-at-homes practically had to hold their
tents upright, as the howling wind huffed and puffed as if to blow our
houses in.

One bombing mission.

21 A few wan rays of winter sunshine ventured out today.

The evening, after many vicissitudes, the film biography and musical,
RHAPSODY IN BLUE, was shown to the full Ghisonaccia audience,
which, in spite of the chilly air, enjoyed all two and a half hours of the
Gershwin treat.

The following left for the Rome Rest Camp:  1st Lt. Hubert S Watson, 2nd Lts. Donald I Hanson and 
Dale J. Pulsipher, T/Sgts. George R. Clift and Bernard J. Eckert, and S/Sgts. Robert F. Bock and John 
E. Emery.

Pvt. John A. Osborne is absent sick at the 40th Station Hospital.

One bombing mission.

22 The regular laundry truck took men to San Antonio [Sant’Antonino] this afternoon.

After a holiday recess, the sketching classes were resumed tonight in the office of the Red Cross Field 
Director.

One bombing mission.

23 Rain caused the cancellation of an afternoon formation, at which
Major General John K. Cannon, CG 12th Air Force, was to present a unit
citation.

After dark “Fisher’s Follies” brought us another Class A hit, MRS.
PARKINGTON, starring the distinguished film team of Greer Garson and
Walter Pidgeon.

The following left for the ETO Rest Camp, Cannes, France:  1st Lts.
Benjamin F. Detweiler, Herbert C. Pashkowski, and John Rodak.

Sgt. Jessie P. Santos and Pvts. Thomas L. Knight and Freddie H. Barnes
returned from the 40th Station Hospital.

No bombing missions. 



24 This afternoon all men lined up for the dubious privilege of being needled by the medics.  
Immunizations were administered for smallpox, typhoid, and typhus, as needed, and there was the 
usual wailing and gnashing of teeth, especially from the customers receiving a triple dose.

The following left for the Rome Rest Camp:  Capt. Richard F. Atchison, 1st Lt. Kenneth C. Hines, 
T/Sgt. Richard E. Miller, Sgts, Carmine DeStefano and Cordeen C. Pfleegor, and Corps. Robert H. 
Gordon and Marcus L. Stern.

The following left for the Capri Rest Camp:  2nd Lts. Francis J. O’Brien and Harry Taormina and Pvt. 
Sol Sherman.

T/Sgt. Alexander A. Pudlo left for the 7th Replacement Depot, there to await transshipment to the 
United States.

Capt. William T. Emmet (attached) is absent sick at the 40th Station Hospital.

Corp. Paul L. Campbell left for AFHQ for approximately 21 days to attend Cryptographic School.

The following were assigned to the Squadron:  1st. Benjamin N. McCullin, 2nd Lt. Clarence M. Nelson, 
F/O Billie E. Tucker, Sgt. James T. Parrish, and Corps. Joseph G. Glynn and Edgar E. Whipps, Jr.

No bombing missions.

25 The regular evening movie offering was entitled SUNDAY
DINNER FOR A SOLDIER.

Pvt. William F. Krasovic is absent sick at the 40th Station Hospital.

S/Sgt. Roland J. Powderly, Jr., and T/3 Burwell M. Leet were
assigned to the Squadron.

No bombing missions.

26 Capt. Henry G. Gilliam, our GLO, presented his second lecture on the war situation in the new 
Squadron orientation series.  Another capacity crowd packed the spacious enlisted men’s mess hall to 
hear the Captain discuss progress and prospects in the Pacific.

THE MELODIERS, the Group band staffed mostly by 381st personnel, featured the entertainment at the
Red Cross Officers’ Club tonight.

Major Ivan R. Campbell, Squadron Executive, returned from furlough in the United States.

No bombing missions.



27 BRAZIL, featuring Virginia Bruce and Roy Rogers, together
with some “GI shorts,” comprised the weekend movie program.

The following left for the Rome Rest Camp:  F/O’s Thomas R.
Gerosky, William A. Miller, and Nelson W. Navarre, and Sgts. Julius
J. Boersma, Paul E. Craig, and John J. Zabielski.

Sgt. Robert W. Duncan was assigned to the Squadron.

Sgt. Joseph A. Czajka was promoted to the grade of Staff Sergeant.

One bombing mission.

28 High winds swept over the base in the afternoon, toppling
over bulletin boards and causing other minor damage.

All conversations begin and end with the subject of our new move to
Italy, scheduled about a fortnight hence.  After a full year on this base, everyone is anxious to leave this
island and have a look at the more varied attractions of the mainland.  ‘Tis said, furthermore, that 
buildings are promised for us in the town of Fano, on the Adriatic coast about 27 miles southeast of 
Rimini and about 62 miles behind the front.

Capt. William T. Emmet (attached) returned from the 40th Station Hospital.

Corp. Charlie M. Stanley is absent sick at the 40th Station Hospital.

One bombing mission.

29 The progress of the Russians in their drive across Poland and East Prussia in the last fortnight 
has amazed and cheered us all.  With Soviet troops pouring into the Reich proper in the Breslau area, 
even the fall of Berlin, scarcely 100 miles ahead of Russian spearheads, has become an imminent 
possibility, with all that that means for us personally.

January is still not over, as witness the coldest night yet.  Frost lay all over a frozen earth this morning.

S/Sgt. Reuben E. Brakken was assigned to the Squadron.

One bombing mission.

30 Today marks an important dual anniversary – President Roosevelt’s
63rd birthday and Adolf Hitler’s 12th anniversary in power.  Doubtless it is
the last time the two occasions will appear in juxtaposition on the wartime
calendar.

Officers of the Squadron were issued PX rations for three weeks, enlisted
men receiving their distribution in the next two days.



The evening cinema chiller was THE MINISTRY OF FEAR, with Ray Milland and Marjorie Reynolds.
GI shorts again rounded out the program.

One bombing mission.

31 The monthly pay line formed after supper, and under cover of darkness the traditional pastime 
of GI’s managed to reshuffle the cash distribution made by the orderly room.  At the pay table 1st Sgt. 
Sorrough issued bronze battle stars for the Southern France Campaign.

All four Squadron Intelligence Sections, as well as Group and Squadron Operations Sections, hastily 
vacated their two prefabricated buildings, so that these could be dismantled for shipment on the 
forthcoming move.  Our own Squadron S-2 moved into sumptuous quarters on the second floor of the 
381st Officers’ Club, right next to the bar.

Pvt. Thomas L. Knight is absent sick at the 40th Station Hospital.

The following left for the Rome Rest Camp:  2nd Lt. James H. Marable, F/O Abraham M Rand, T/Sgt. 
Milton E. Minshew, S/Sgts. Hudson R. Tourtellot and Joseph J. Tylka, Pfc. Philip J. Mainero, and Pvt. 
Felan F. Dickey.

The following left for the Capri Rest Camp:  2nd Lts. Norman V. Holm and Burr E. Lee, Jr., F/O’s 
Joseph G. Souders and Spearo G. Variames, and Corps. Joseph A. Cassaro, Edward J. Dobrowolski, 
and Richard J. Medican.

One bombing mission.



Awards and Decorations

Air Medal

[See original General Orders for award of clusters]

Kenneth A. Bragdon
Oliver J. Christensen
Charles K Frank
Arthur B Lipscomb, Jr.
Vernon O. Smith

Soldier’s Medal

Fred H. Carr

Distinguished Flying Cross

Lloyd E. Lewis

Bronze Star

Tillman R. Magouirk



Operational Section

[See the original Diary for mission descriptions and crew lists.]

Casualty Section  January 1945

[None]

Squadron Directory  January 1945

This directory is composed of the names of personnel who have been assigned to the Squadron during 
the month.

Benjamin N McCullin
Clarence M Nelson
Billie E. Tucker
Reuben E Brakken
Roland J Powderly, Jr.
Burwell M Leet
Robert W Duncan
James T Parish
Joseph G. Glynn
Edgar E. Whipps, Jr.

Below:  January 19th.  Despite a leaky sky, the postponed 
USO show, THE SHAMROCK REVUE, was unveiled before 
the local audience this afternoon.  An acrobat, and 
accordionist, and a xylophonist featured the program.


