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In a month that saw the death, after twelve years in office, of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, the 
opening of the long-awaited World Security Conference in San Francisco, the penetration and 
surrounding of Berlin by the Russians, the fall of Vienna and Bologna and the crossing of the Po, the 
shooting of Mussolini by Italian Patriots, Adolf Hitler’s last birthday on earth, and, above all, the 
epochal link-up between the Eastern and Western Fronts, it was only natural that April, 1945, should 
also prove to be a momentous and historic thirty days for our 381st Bombardment Squadron (M).

After a year and a quarter in Corsica, the Squadron moved to Italy to participate more fully in the final 
stages of the peninsular campaign.  Our B-25 airplanes and the bulk of our personnel flew on the 7th to 
our new base at Fano, on the Adriatic Sea, then hardly more than 60 miles behind the front lines.

In the highly intensive operations of the month, the Squadron participated in some 42 missions, totaling
just one short of 400 sorties, which far transcends all our previous efforts in a single month’s time.  As 
an example of the pressure on our air and ground crews, six of our planes, including 35 air crew 
members, flew two missions in a single day, the 23rd.

Giving close tactical support in the drive that ended the long Italian stalemate, the Squadron joined in 
15 attacks on enemy defense and troop reserve areas just beyond the front lines.  Farther out, in more 
familiar “strategic” territory, our bombers hammered four German ferries and pontoons over the Po 
River.

On the 5th our Mitchells again hit an Austrian target, repeating against the Matrei South Railroad Bridge
a few miles north of the Brenner Pass.

Other April targets included a methanol plant in the Alps near Merano, a coastal gun position below La 
Spezia, and six road bridges in Northern Italy.  However, our principal objectives were still a dozen 
railroad bridges and three rail fills in the Po Valley and along the battered Brenner Pass line.

Despite rugged flak, the Squadron completed another month without losing an airplane, so that the ratio
of planes lost to sorties flown dropped still lower, to 0.38%.

Members of the Squadron were awarded the following decorations during the month:  9 Distinguished 
Flying Crosses, 1 Bronze Star Medal, 1 Purple Heart, 1 Oak Leaf Cluster to the Purple Heart, 5 Air 
Medals, and 57 Oak Leaf Clusters to the Air Medal.

A total 67 new personnel was assigned to the Squadron in April, as follows: 32 flying officers and 32 
combat enlisted men, plus 3 ground enlisted men, 

In the course of the month, 14 flying officers, 1 ground officer, 45 combat enlisted men, and 1 ground 
enlisted man received promotions.



Despite the disruption of the move, “Fisher’s Follies” managed to present us with half a dozen “A” 
pictures and open a new indoor movie theater at the unfinished orphanage building in Fano.  Special 
Service also continued its sightseeing excursions, running an overnight Easter trip to Ajaccio before we
left Corsica and leading off in Italy with two journeys to the tiny mountain Republic of San Marino.  
The Group band, the well-known MELODIERS, reorganized for its peninsular music campaign, and a 
beginning was made on a Group boxing program.

Our entertainment facilities were greatly augmented by the Garrison Theater in Fano, which provided 
not only movies, but also a weekly concert by the Pesaro Symphony Orchestra, two USO-Camp 
Shows, THE NIGHT OF JANUARY 16 and KISS AND TELL; and the all-GI extravaganza, OFF THE
RECORD.  For the last-named production the Squadron played host by quartering two members of the 
stage crew during the three-night stand.

The Squadron is comfortably established in the town of Fano in buildings, both for offices and quarters.
Running water is available, but the fragile Italian toilets practically never work.  Each billet is served 
by a non-glamorous native woman, who is both maid and laundress for the GI tenants.  In addition, the 
Squadron has its own barber shop and tailor shop, run by Italians.

The officers reopened their club and mess in a two-story buff stucco residence on a hill overlooking the
Adriatic, while the enlisted men erected a stucco-trimmed, concrete-floored mess hall, even more 
spacious than the frame one in Corsica.  Aided by an abundance of “Eye-tie” laborers to do KP and 
other details, “chow” has steadily improved, with fresh eggs at long last restored to the menu.

PX sales were resumed late in the month, on a weekly basis, as Coca-Cola (two bottles per customer) 
joined the three cans of beer on the ration list.

STARS AND STRIPES, however, had to be rationed, one per office, although free.  By way of 
compensation S-2 set up a large bulletin board with war map, radio news, and I. and E. posters 
[Information and Education] in the courtyard behind the orderly room.

Several men in the Squadron answered the call for donors of “O” type blood, urgently needed for front-
line casualties, many of whom have been taken to the hospital right here in Fano.

Although ordered not to buy native foodstuffs, for reasons of sanitation and civilian shortages, local 
military personnel could take advantage of the British YMCA Canteen, with its “tea and crumpets.”  
Later on, and American Red Cross Club was also opened in Fano.

At the pay table on the 30th, a momentous month was brought to a fitting close when most of the men in
line received the fancy Good Conduct Medal and dress ribbon.
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1 Easter shone bright on sunny Ghisonaccia, and services were held outdoors in the theater in 
front of the depot.

The mess hall observed the day by serving baked Virginia ham and marble cake at dinner.

Special Service offered one last Sunday excursion over the island, this time providing an overnight stay
in Ajaccio, the Corsican capital.

1st Lt. Robert P. Zulauf and S/Sgt. Burwell M. Leet returned from the 40th Station Hospital 
[Ghisonaccia].

The following left for temporary duty at Fano, Italy:  S/Sgt. Frank Kiefer; Sgts. Lewis M. Tenneriello, 
William B. Surbled, and Cordeen C. Pfleegor, Jr.;  Corps. Clem C. Rust and William M. Porter.

The following were assigned to the Squadron:   [See the Squadron Direct at the end of this diary for the
full listing.]

The following were promoted to the rank of First Lieutenant:  2nd Lts. Donald I. Hanson, Glen S. 
Murphy, Peter H. Richie, Graham M. St. John, and Wendell B. Wilson.

2 At 0200 hours this morning all clocks in the theater jumped forward an hour to go on daylight 
saving time.  The change, involving an hour’s loss of sleep, was felt particularly by our “A” party truck
and ship echelon of 2 officers and 35 enlisted men, which pulled out at 0730 hours bound for a waiting 
LST in Bastia and, eventually, our new station at Fano, Italy.

The weekly orientation meeting, postponed from Good Friday evening, was suspended until after our 
move to Italy.  The scheduled topic, “Rotation,” should, however, remain as lively as ever on the 
mainland.  

1st Lt. Peter F. Goyer and S/Sgt. Richard G. Rumery left for temporary duty at Fano, Italy.

Sgt. Albert D. Reed returned from the 40th Station Hospital.

3 Like Mother Hubbard, the enlisted men now find their cupboard
rather bare.  At any rate, our spacious frame mess hall, built just before
Christmas, has been torn down for shipment, lock, stock, and splinters.

The evening movie, starting now at 2030 hours under daylight saving time,
brought us Charles Laughton as THE SUSPECT in the title role of a double
murder mystery.

Pfc. Winston C Day returned from the 40 Station Hospital.



S/Sgts. Frederick W. Hitzemann and Calip F. McSpadden left for the 7th Replacement Depot in Naples, 
there to await transshipment to the United States.

S/ Sgt. Lester P. Pittman, Corp. Brown L. Yates, and Pfc. Winston C. Day left for temporary duty at 
Fano, Italy.

4 Once again Major Ivan R. Campbell, Squadron Executive, is accepting any leftover francs for 
exchange into lire – that is, from all except men in the last echelon.

Today was also the last day S-2 would accept packages for censorship at this base.

1st Lt. James H. Marable was transferred to Hq. 12th Air Force.

The following left for the Rome Rest Camp:  1st. Lt. Peter H. Richie, 2nd Lt. Francis J. O’Brien, F/O 
Spearo G. Variames, and S/Sgts. George H. Mack, Richard J. Medican, and Bruno Tasson.

Corp. Leo Roth left for temporary duty at Fano, Italy.

The following were promoted to the grade of Technical Sergeant:  S/Sgts. Daniel J. Farrell, John F. 
Mack, Paul F. Maicus, William Powell, and Russell W. Sherwood.

Sgt. James T. Parrish was promoted to the grade of Staff Sergeant.

5 Before breakfast this morning all personnel deposited “B”
bags at two collection points, Squadron Supply and the athletic
field, for shipment by air transport to Italy.

The midweek cinema consisted of a few nostalgic reels of romantic
‘Frisco, entitled FLAME OF THE BARBARY COAST, with John
Wayne and Ann Dvorak.  It was announced that this would be our
last movie in Corsica.

The following left for temporary duty at Fano, Italy:  S/Sgt. Fredrik
W. Zeiss; Corps. Ralph R. Corsi and Elmer Wattler, Jr.; Pfc. Bobby
B. Parnell; and Pvt. John M. Kijak

6 The tent area along the railroad tracks became one huge pyre this afternoon, as smoke and fire 
billowed up from burning tent frames, frag boxes, and other debris piled up in serried rows.  Everyone 
is glad that the showers have continued to operate, even though nearly everything else movable has 
been torn down.

Corp. Arthur Scott returned from the 40th Station Hospital.

S/Sgt. Irving Faitler left for the 7th Replacement Depot in Naples, there to await transshipment to the 
United States.



The following left for temporary duty at Fano, Italy:  1st Lt. Richard H. Walker, T/Sgt. Jorge E. Garcia, 
S/Sgt. Gaspare D. Barbera; Sgts. Eli Ciarrochi and Henry Krengel; Corps. Ray A. Chapman, Gilman I. 
Hevle, and John G. Holloway; and Pfc. Ignatius J. Zarzycki.

7 Today the bulk of our personnel, consisting of 100 officers and 238 enlisted men, completed the
move to Fano, Italy, being ferried over via either C-47 or one of our own stripped-down B-25’s.  The 
“B” echelon of 3 officers and 36 enlisted men remains behind at Ghisonaccia for another week or so to 
finish the inevitable police details.

The new arrivals at Fano, joining 5 officers and 87 enlisted men already present, were impressed at 
once by a neat, well-built seaside town, not too badly damaged by the ravages of the Allied advance up 
the Adriatic.  Quarters for all but line personnel are located in substantial residences in town, some four
or five blocks from the shore.  Line personnel are also quartered in good buildings about halfway 
between the Squadron Area and the airfield, which is less than a mile south of the town.

Our new mess hall is going up fast and will be considerably larger than our old one in Corsica.  
Meanwhile, both officers and men are “sweating out” the same outdoor “chow line” and wash line.  
The latter, fortunately, is much the slower of the two.  Corp. Corsi of the kitchen is in his element 
bossing our new corps of Italian KP’s and general laborers.

F/O’s Nelson W. Navarre and Abraham M. Rand left for the ETO Rest Camp, Cannes, France.

8 The men continue to take
exploratory walks around Fano,
discovering such places as the old
Roman gate and statue of Augustus at
the northern terminus of the Via
Flaminia, the British YMCA Canteen,
several little churches, the Farmer’s
Market, and the Pliteama Theater,
now specializing in daily movies and
a weekly concert for the local military
audience.  MP’s – or “snowdrops,” as
the British call them – are all over
town, but do not trouble any soldier
maintaining normal behavior.  The
“main drag,” hardly more than a
pedestrian lane, is bordered by several
“in bounds” bars, numerous spic-and-span-looking barber shops, and an officer’s restaurant.  At some 
places bicycles can be rented by the hour or the day, if the lucky soldier has the price (50 lire an hour, 
or 200 lire a day) and comes early enough.  Not the least attraction of the town is its large number of 
attractive signorine, who have caused more than one of the men to find a new interest in the Italian 
language.

This morning the Squadron ran its first mission from Italy, another attack against San Michele on the 
battered Brenner Pass line.

Figure 1: The Arch of Augustus.  Fano, Italy



Airplane guard, after a brief respite, has again reared its ugly head for the enlisted men of the 
Squadron.

Notices on the bulletin board forbid any lights or heading systems in the buildings other than official 
installations, which are under way.  Every building has a native woman who is both maid and laundress
for the GI tenants.

T/Sgt. Chester A. Davis and Sgt. Frederick E. Fritz returned from 10-day furlough.

9 Today the Squadron participated in a tremendous 78-ship mission flown by the Group against 
the Imola Defense Area just beyond the front lines.

The men have discovered the showers, operated by the British on the water-front about three-quarters 
of a mile to the north of the Squadron Area.  Our Allies welcome American personnel and keep the 
showers open all day until 1800 hours.

10 Between four and five o’clock this morning our buildings were shaken by an apparent bomb 
blast.  The incident reminded personnel that we are little more than 60 air miles behind the front.

The airplane guard has been reduced and streamlined, so that a man sleeps all night in the crawlway of 
each special equipment ship, and for the other planes there is a roving guard of one driver and one rider
on each shift.

Pvt. Ralph Hornbuckle is absent sick at the 60th Station Hospital

11 The great Allied push on the Western Front has now reached the River Elbe, in the very center 
of Germany within 60 miles of Berlin.  Also the first important gains in many months are reported from
the Italian Front, along both coasts of the peninsula.  In fact, the front lines have been pushed ahead so 
far that they are now almost 70 air miles from our base at the nearest point, between Faenza and Imola.

Because of the prevalence of Fascists in this area (it’s only 55 air miles northwest to Mussolini’s 
birthplace), the men were cautioned by bulletin board notice not to discuss missions, etc., at mess in the
presence of our civilian kitchen help.  Furthermore, the operations bulletin board has been moved 
inside the orderly room fence to face away from the street.

S/Sgt. Joseph A. Czajka and Pvt. Allen B. Parker arrived from Detached Service in Corsica.

T/Sgt. Frederick H. Gaines returned from the 40th Station Hospital.

S/Sgt. Gerald R. Weaver is absent sick at the 60th Station Hospital.



12 Soon after a notice had been posted warning against “barber’s itch” in the many local tonsorial 
parlors, the Squadron opened its own barber shop next door to the S-2 office.  Another shop is planned 
for men living in the line area.  Prices are optional with the customer.

Our hopes of an improved STARS AND STRIPES service in Italy were dashed by an announcement 
that the scarcity of copies will enjoin a free distribution by sections only, with no sales to individuals.

Though not quite complete, our new stucco-trimmed mess hall was informally opened at breakfast this 
morning.  It is a spacious affair, with a cement floor and separate partition for the kitchen, all under one
sloping tin roof.  Incidentally, this put us under mealtime shelter just ahead of an afternoon sprinkle, the
first local precipitation since the arrival of our airplanes.

1st Lt. Gaylen A Woods arrived from Detached Service in Corsica.

The following left for the ETO Rest Camp, Cannes, France:  1st Lts. Benjamin F. Detweiler and Stanley
Karp; and T/Sgt. Allan H. Shainen.

Corp. John G. Holloway left for temporary duty at Cooks and Bakers’ School, Depot 5150.

T/Sgt. Leonard W. Wichtowski and S/Sgt. Joseph A. Czajka left for the 7th Replacement Depot in 
Naples, there to await transshipment to the United States.

The following were assigned to the Squadron:  S/Sgts. Vincenzo DiMauro and Michael D. Skibo; Sgts. 
Murray Bailin, Ferdinand C. Buckley, and Cleo C. Randall.

The following were promoted to the grade of Technical Sergeant:  S/Sgts. Joseph B. Bagley, Robert F. 
Bock, Paul E. Craig, Edward J. Dobrowolski, Bernard L. Dragon, John E. Emery, William E. 
Kimmons, Luther C. Lightsey, Jerry J. Osochowsky, Gerald M. Rosenthal, John D. Whittington, Calvin
L. Wight, William N. Woodburn, and George H. Mack.

The following were promoted to the grade of Sergeant:  Corps. Clarence T. Allen, Henry F. Arsaga, Jr., 
Judson W. Berry, George G. Burns, Lawrence W. Cronan, Julian Farren, Charles W. Hatton, Richard E. 
Lewis, James A. McDonough, Jr., Louis F. Migacz, Lewis A Oitker, Marlin J. Schuetz, John W. 
Ongman, Gerald H. Peterson, John F. Quigley, Albert Ruby, Robert J. Shields, Delmer D. Sullins, 
Howard L. Underwood, Robert S. Wilcox, and Edward W. Zavora; Pfc. Everett E. Weller; Pvts, Donald
R. Schran and Thomas A. Scorgie.

13 “Friday the thirteenth” proved to be a Black Friday indeed, for this morning we learned the 
shocking and tragic news of President Roosevelt’s death yesterday afternoon (2235 hours, Italian time) 
in Warm Springs, Georgia.  After a record dozen years in the White House, the Nation’s Commander-
in-Chief died on the threshold of Victory in Europe and almost on the eve of the all-important San 
Francisco Conference of the United Nations.

“By popular demand” a box for outgoing mail was set up in the new mess hall.  Right beside this 
convenient utility the men signed the monthly pay roll during the lunch hour.  Now all that remains to 
satisfy our “commuters” from the line is to shift the bulletin board from the orderly room to the mess 
hall, in order to avoid an extra walk around the street corner.



An official mimeographed notice on savings and inflation, appearing on the bulletin board, urged GI’s 
to build up a “nest egg” against the day of discharge.  The memorandum even carried the rather 
sardonic assurance that “individuals eventually do go back” (to the States), but “When?” ask our 
ground men with more than two and a half years overseas. 

14 Both Group and Squadron memoranda warn against drinking from civilian water taps in our 
buildings until local water has been tested and approved.  A regular GI trailer has been set up beside the
mess hall.  The warnings also proscribe native milk and cheese products, which carry the germs of 
undulant fever and other diseases endemic to Italian cattle.

A USO production of the famous comedy mystery, THE NIGHT OF JANUARY 16, played an evening 
performance at the Garrison Theater in town, with matinee and night showings scheduled for 
tomorrow.  The Squadron was well represented in the audience, just as on Thursday evening at the 
weekly concert.

The British showers on the waterfront are being dismantled, and now everyone is looking forward to 
the “transfer” of the Group showers from Corsica.

The AMG price list for laundry, dealing even in half – and quarter-lire, has been posted on the bulletin 
board.

Sgt. Elmore B. Pope and Corp. James J. Hartzell left on a 10-day furlough, ordinary leave.

15 Squadron S-2 has put up a situation map and bulletin board in the courtyard behind the orderly 
room building.  There is also a growing shelf of textbooks in the S-2 office in connection with the 
expanding I. and E. (Information and Education) program.  Only yesterday two visiting I. and E. 
officers, a colonel from Air Force and a major from Wing, reminded us to be prepared for “the post-
hostilities period, which we all hope is near.”  The officers recommended a separate I. and E. Room, 
with a full-time non-com in charge.

Now we are all back together again, with the arrival this afternoon of the 2 officers and 34 enlisted men
of our rearmost echelon.

Corp. Ralph R. Corsi was promoted to the grade of Staff Sergeant.

F/O’s John M Batcho and Thomas R. Gerosky were promoted to the rank of Second Lieutenant.

16 Our service group has erected a tent city between our Squadron area and line billets, and the 
short-cut between the two areas is now blockaded with a barbed wire fence.

T/Sgt. Domenic Paolini and S/Sgts. Neil F. Lupardo and Sherman D. Tindle left for the 7th Replacement
Depot in Naples, there to await transshipment to the United States.

The following left for the Ile Rousse Rest Camp in Corsica:  1st Lts. William F. Bierds, Jr., John M 
Garretson, Billy G. Owens, William K. Smith, James D. Williams, and Hugh L. Wright.



17 The officer’s mess was opened at breakfast this morning on the lower floor of the officers’ club, 
a substantial buff stucco residence on a hill overlooking the Adriatic.

1st Lt. Robert P. Zulauf left for the Ile Rousse Rest Camp in Corsica.

T/Sgt. Robert C. Williams and S/Sgt. Paul G. Paplior were assigned to the Squadron.

18 Our APO [Army Post Office], formerly across the street from 57th Wing Headquarters and in the 
same block with our officers’ mess, has moved approximately two blocks farther into town a few doors 
north of the railroad station.

Several of our men have responded to the call for donors of “O” type blood, now urgently needed by 
front-line battle causalities.

Toilet facilities in our buildings, intermittent at best, are out of order almost everywhere now.  
However, a good old GI latrine, housed beneath a pyramidal tent, has been set up across the street from
the mess hall.

Announcement was made that “Fisher’s Follies” – our own cinema, courtesy of Special Service – will 
reopen soon in an indoor theater at the unfinished orphanage building near the 379th Squadron motor 
pool.  Of course, movies will continue at the Garrison Theater (along with stage shows) and at the 57th 
Wing, 521st Group, and the hospital.

T/Sgt. Charles M. Walker is absent sick at the 60th Station Hospital.

Pfc. Ralph Hornbuckle returned from the 60th Station Hospital.

1st Lt. Paul G. Galentine, Jr., was transferred to Hq. 305th Fighter Wing.

T/5’s Brownie F. Jablonski and Eral A. Parham were assigned to the Squadron.

19 Enlisted men, as well as officers, must now wear “Class A’s”
(tie and blouse) when leaving the Squadron Area for downtown Fano.

“Chow,” which has been steadily improving since the opening of our
spacious stucco-trimmed mess hall, hit a lunchtime high today with
fried chicken and rice.

Chaplain Walter J. Poynton, who has served with the Group for the
past three years, bade farewell to men of the 310th in a message
announcing his assignment to the 19th Service Group.

Special Service now has a ping pong table available in its offices
opposite Group Headquarters.  As a novel variation of its recent sight-
seeing excursions, Special Service is making plans for an all-day
fishing trip in nearby waters – free this first time.



The GI show, FOUR JERKS AND A JEEP, was the first legitimate
attraction to be presented at the new Group theater.

Immediately after lunch the volunteer donors of type “O” blood rolled
up their sleeves for the donation at Group Dispensary.

Corp. Franklyn L. Herron is absent sick at the 60th Station Hospital.

S/Sgt. Gerald R. Weaver returned from the 60th Station Hospital.

The following left for the 7th Replacement Depot in Naples, there to
await transshipment to the United States:  1st Lt. Hubert S. Watson;
T/Sgts. John Nagy, Allan H. Shainen, Billy C. Taliaferro, and William
M. Steele.

20 A second barber was installed this morning in the Squadron
barber shop, next door to the S-2 office and just over the tailor shop.

The day started off right at breakfast when each man was served one egg – our first in almost two 
weeks on this peninsula.  Incidentally, a new order forbids military personnel to purchase native 
foodstuffs, for reasons of civilian food shortage and the fertilization of Italian crops with human 
excrement, a means of spreading dysentery.

Today is Adolf Hitler’s 56th birthday – beyond question his last one in power, almost as certainly his 
last one on earth, since the Russians are already in the outlying fringes of the Berlin area.

T/Sgt. Charles M. Walker returned from the 60th Station Hospital.

The following were assigned to the Squadron:  1st Lt. Peter H. Carney; 2nd Lts. James P. Toler III, Leroy
T. Gunnels, John A. Fredrichsen, Robert W. Gray, Robert T. Goetz, Robert B. Clark, and Donald E. 
Swanson.

21 The winners of the TUFF SHEET Contribution Contest of last month were announced through a
bulletin board notice today.  The prize – a stay at the Rome Rest Camp – was awarded to both S/Sgt. 
Burt K. Vorce and Pfc. Ernest C. Brown, who tied for top place with their respective contributions, a 
satirical story, “The Ghosts of Berteaux,” and a satirical poem, “Of Corse.”  Honorable mention was 
also given to five other men, namely, M/Sgts. John E. McGary and William J. Malloy; T/Sgt. Archie M.
Kemp; Sgt. Robert M. Spradling, Jr., and Pvt. Norman Salvesen.

As Bologna was swiftly captured and left far to the rear of the resurgent Italian Front, the Russians 
made a historic entry into Berlin, penetrating within three miles of the Unter den Linden.  Whatever the
strategists may say, the fall of Berlin, like the coming fall of Tokyo, spells Victory for common people 
the world over.

Special Service resumed its sight-seeing excursions, filling a GI truck with 22 uniformed passengers.  
The objective of this first peninsular tour was the tiny independent country of San Marino, oldest and 
smallest republic in the world, located high in the Apennines only half a dozen miles southwest of 

Figure 2: Walter (Chappie) 
Poynton



Rimini and the Adriatic.  The GI coin and stamp collectors, after first being “lost” in bomb-wrecked 
Rimini, found San Marino a most rewarding paradise for the augmentation of their special hobbies.  
The American soldiers were also pleasantly surprised to find inside the splendid medieval Government 
Palace a bust of Abraham Lincoln, whom the freedom-loving Sammarinese made an honorary citizen 
shortly after he became President.

T/Sgt. Ollie B. Atchison left to attend Officers’ Training School, Infantry, Hq. and Hq. Company, 
Replacement Training Command, MTOUSA.

The “splendid medieval Government Palace” in the City of San Marino



22 Regular Sunday services were resumed within the Group today,
with evening worship being held once again at the 428th enlisted men’s
mess hall, on a street adjoining our Squadron area.

KISS AND TELL, the hilarious comedy of adolescence, brought a bit of
current Broadway to the local Garrison Theater, as a trouping USO cast
opened a three-night stand.

The first of a new series of 57th Wing Administrative Bulletins informs
us of the local curfew for military personnel at 2200 hours – two hours
later than the civilian curfew.

With missions and interrogations coming so frequently these days,
“Jackie,” the Red Cross girl, is wondering if she will run out of
doughnuts and coffee, with which she customarily greets returning crew
members.

Sgt. Edgar E. Whipps, Jr., was promoted to the grade of Staff Sergeant.

23 The enlisted men received their first PX rations since the move, with line men taking their turn 
in the morning and Squadron area men in the afternoon.  Distribution to officers was made last night.

Sgt. Albert D. Reed is absent sick at the 225th Station Hospital.

Sgt. Elmore B. Pope and Corp. James J. Hartzell returned from 10-day furlough.

24 Today and tomorrow are regular clothing and shoe salvage days.

No escape from the medic’s needle in the Army!  Lists of officers and
men “standing short” on “shots” were posted, with orders to pay a
rectifying visit to the dispensary today.

The April 27 issue of YANK, Mediterranean edition, reached us today,
carrying inside two full pages, with illustrations, of excerpts from the
combat diary of one of our recent gunners, S/Sgt. Jack Schwartz.  Sgt.
Schwartz wrote lucidly and frankly of his experiences under the title, 70
AND OUT.

Rita Hayworth proved to be a very colorful and captivating COVER
GIRL as she danced her way with Gene Kelly through tonight’s
technicolor cinema at the new Group Theater.

T/Sgt. Norbert R. Michel and Pvt. David A Young are absent sick at the 225th Station Hospital.

Figure 3: Jackie



25 This day was doubly historic, marked as it was by the opening of the World Security 
Conference in San Francisco and the long-awaited link-up of patrols of the Eastern and Western Fronts 
on the River Elbe at Torgau, in central Germany.

The Group band, which made the name of MELODIERS famous throughout Corsica, reorganized 
tonight in the Special Service office and took on some new recruits in the first practice session of its 
musical campaign in Italy.

Our first awards formation in Italy was held this afternoon in the area behind the 521st Service Group.

After-supper softball competition was renewed late this afternoon when the Squadron team played the 
771st Materiel Squadron.

T/Sgts. Paul E. Craig and Bernard J. Eckert left for the ETO Rest Camp, Cannes, France.

Sgt. John E. Costello was assigned to the Squadron.

Sgt. John E. Costello, Corp. Earl R. Wolfrom, and Pfc. Vernon L. Dell were transferred to the 6577th 
Mobile Flying Control Unit.



The following were promoted to the rank of First Lieutenant:  2nd Lts. Robert E. Browning, Dwight L. 
Nelson, Dale J. Pulsipher, Harry Taormina, Kenneth A. Bragdon, Norman V. Holm, and Francis J. 
O’Brien.

26 “Coke” bottles had to be returned by today in order to insure having the “bottled sunlight” in 
our next rations.

The attraction at the Group movie theater gave double
billing to Barbara Stanwyck and Fred McMurray in
DOUBLE INDEMNITY, which had to compete with the
regular Thursday concert at the Garrison Theater.

Appearing on the bulletin board was a sign-up sheet for
those desiring to buy copies of THE STARS AND
STRIPES anthology, PUPTENT POETS (at 25 lire each).

“Streamlined” or abbreviated airplane guard, like all good
things, has come to an end, and security is back on
substantially the same basis as at Ghisonaccia, with regular
posts and shifts and a series of special orders for each guard
post.

S/Sgt. Joseph P. McNulty and Corp. John C. Donahue are
absent sick at the 225th Station Hospital.

T/Sgt. Norbert R. Michel returned from the 225th Station Hospital.

The following left for the 7th Replacement Depot in Naples, there to await transshipment to the United 
States:  1st Lts. Fred H. Carr, John M Garretson, Charles A. Kochendorfer, Billy G. Owens, William K. 
Smith, Harold L. Upton, and James D. Williams; T/Sgts. Frederick H. Gaines, Walter W. Kudla, Nolan 
F. Parson, Bob R. Ratliff, and James H. Smallfield; S/Sgts. William E. Draheim, Murray N. Lefkowitz, 
Jack Schwartz, and John J. Zabielski.

27 A dreary, drizzly day was relieved by a personal commendation from the Squadron Commander
on our recent all-out effort in close support of ground troops.  The fast-moving Italian Front has already
leaped the River Po and passed Verona.

The damp, muddy weather provoked the grudging admission in a chow line conversation, “Why, this is
just like Berteaux!”

1st Lt. Stephen Stemboroski was promoted to the rank of Captain.

2nd Lt. Marcus J. Muller, Sgt. John Simun, Jr., and Pfc. Patrick E. Walker are absent sick at the 225th 
Station Hospital.



28 The leaden skies have not yet lifted, forcing a second
successive day of stand-down.

In spite of the inclement weather, however, Special Service ran a return
excursion to the Republic of San Marino, to the delight of 14 GI tour
patrons.

Substituted as the week-end move attraction at the Group theater was
the screen biography of that fabulous Son of the West, BUFFALO
BILL, with Joel McCrea and Linda Darnell as Mr. and Mrs. Cody.

Pfc. Louis Chavkin is absent sick at the 225th Station Hospital.

29 The new Group Chaplain, Capt. Jack T. Goodykoontz, held two
services morning and evening, in the Group theater.

PX rations, now coming weekly, were sold this afternoon to the officers and those 19 enlisted men just 
alerted for movement to the United States.

Because of the troupe’s late arrival from Bari, today’s matinee performance of the all-GI show, OFF 
THE RECORD, had to be postponed until tomorrow.  However, free tickets for the three evening 
performances at the Garrison Theater were quickly snapped up at the Group Special Service office.  
Men of the Squadron have been playing host by “putting up” members of the cast in our billets.

Rumors of the end of the European War are flying thicker and faster.  The one about Himmler offering 
unconditional surrender to the United States and Britain, but not to Russia, has been officially denied 
by Washington.  However, it is true that Italian Patriots shot Mussolini today and strung up his body in 
a square in Milan, along with the corpses of his mistress and nearly fourscore other Fascists.

2nd Lt. William A. Miller, Jr., is absent sick at the 225th Station Hospital.

S/Sgt. Joseph P. McNulty returned from the 225th Station Hospital.

30 Men interested in a boxing program and tournament met in the Special Service office tonight.  
Coach, equipment, and gymnasium are all available, and plans were made for developing a strong team
for Wing competition.

According to the alternating custom, PX was sold to Squadron area men this morning and to the line 
men in the afternoon.  Again it was two “Cokes” (for those that returned empty bottles) and three cans 
of beer per customer.

Monthly pay call came hard on the heels of lunch, at 1245 hours.  Most of the enlisted men left the pay 
table not only with fresh lire, but also with an impressive medal and ribbon, enclosed in a modest blue 
box – the Army’s generous reward for Good Conduct.

To celebrate his promotion, Capt Stephen Stemboroski announced on the bulletin board that tonight the
first $50 worth of drinks at the enlisted men’s club would be on him.



M/Sgt. Charles E. Rennicks is absent sick at the 225th Station Hospital.

The end of one of the most historic months of all time – both for the world and for this organization – 
finds the Group just 21 missions short of the 1,000-mission mark, with the Squadron contributing a 
record 399 sorties to the mounting totals during April.

Many of the GI’s were billeted in quarters like this while in Fano



Operational Section

[See the original Diary for mission descriptions and crew lists.]

Casualty Section  April 1945

[None]



Special Events Section April 1945:

Special Service X-cursion #7

Do you want to visit the oldest republic in Europe – San Marino?

It is located in the Apennines SW of Rimini approx. 70 miles away.  Founded in the 4th century by St. 
Marinus, it has maintained its independence throughout its long history.  Garibaldi sought refuge here 
in 1849.  Agriculture and stock raising are the chief industries and stone is quarried on Mt. Titano a 
precipitous rocky height from which the town of San Marino (pop. 2000) over looks the Adriatic.  

Its principal buildings are the new Palazzo Publico in medieval Italian style and the church of Pieve 
which contains the tomb of Saint Marinus.

Departure -  Sat 9 o’clock
Place - Special Service Officers
Conveyance - Hqs. Italian Bus
Capacity - 25
Return - about 5 o’clock

(Bring your own lunch)

Earl Fisher, Capt. AC  Special Service Officers

[See original diary for article by Pfc. Ernest C Brown entitled:  A YEAR AND A QUARTER IN 
CORSICA – A review of Our Fifteen Months’ Stay at Ghisonaccia Station]

Following that article see:  A PICTORIAL REVIEW OF GI LIFE AT GHISONACCIA.  The photos are 
poor quality but have the captions:

The Orderly Room, Group Headquarters, and Approaches
Corsican Landscape
Our Outdoor Theater
The Officers’ Red Cross Club
The Enlisted Men’s Red Cross Club
The Enlisted Men’s Mess Hall and Wash Line
The Main Road to Ghisonaccia Village
The Group Showers
The Ordnance Bivouac Area
The Flagpole and Railroad Crossing Ghisonaccia Station
“Main Street,” Ghisonaccia Village
Corsican Landscape
“Hill Field” – Our Sports Arena
Ordnance at Work
“Allergic to Combat” and Her Pilot
GI Athletics



[See the original diary for the article by S/Sgt. Jack Schwartz which appeared in the April 27, 1945 
Mediterranean edition of Yank Magazine.

The article is entitled:  70 and Out]



Awards and Decorations

Air Medal

[See original General Orders for award of clusters]

Joseph G. Glynn
Edward A Obermiller
James T. Parrish
Edgar E. Whipps, Jr.
Lyle E. Wrigley

Distinguished Flying Cross

John M Garretson
Robert J. Hight
Charles A. Kochendorfer
Billy G. Owens
William F Bierds, Jr.
Ben F. Detweiler
Stanley Karp
Hugh L. Wright
Robert P. Zulauf

Bronze Star

Ivan R. Campbell

Purple Heart

William E. Sweat

Bernard J. Eckert  (First Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart)



Squadron Directory April 1945

This directory is composed of the names of personnel who have been assigned to the Squadron during 
the month.

Peter H Carney
George A Mattmiller
Floyd K Anderson
Edwin E Belding
Hector D Blair
Robert B Clark
Merle R Cox
Gaston J Cullen
James J DiBlasio
John A Friedrichsen
Robert T Goetz
Robert W Gray
Leroy T Gunnels
Edward H Knapp
Alfred T Leonard
Frederick I Livaich
Ronald W Madley
George W Mooney
Max E Mulhollan
Marcus J Muller
Leslie Nyles
Richard F Schantz
Eddie M Schmidt
Ernest T Smith
William H Smith 
Homer N Stephenson
Donald E Swanson
James P Toler III
Elmore W Tonini
Wendell H Wiser
William W Woods, Jr
Joseph M Schuster

Charles M Walker
Robert C Williams
Vincenzo DiMauro
Paul G Paplior
Michael D Skibo
Murray Bailin
Ferdinand C Buckley
Raymond F King
Cleo C Randall
Clarence T Allen
Henry F Arsaga, Jr.
Judson W Berry
George G Burns
Lawrence W Cronan
Julian Farren
Charles W ahatton
Richard E Lewis
Louis F Migacz
Lewis A Oitker
John W Ongman
Gerald H Peterson
John F Quigley
Albert Ruby
Marlin J Schuetz
Robert J. Shields
Delmer D. Sullins
Howard L Underwood
Robert S Wilcox
Edward W Zavora
Brownie F Jablonski
Eral A Parham
Everett E Weller
Donald R Schran
Thomas A Scorgie




