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Monday, 1 November 43.

Atzozjomhtthcm.ndmthmnrmhduﬂor-hhgﬂn
moving via C47 from the nearby fighter field. Fersonnel will leave later.

Two Privates were promoted to Pfe.

Iuesday, 2 November 43.

Captain Pemberton returned from D.S. at Hammamett. He describes a very
pleasant stay: "Everyone lived in villas a few hundred yards from the beach’
=== pefrigerators, running water, radios and excellent meals gave the atmos-
phere associated with rest camps. The gardens and orchards were well kept
up and provided the 'makings' for many a pleasant appetizer.®

The advanced echelon which went to Italy fimaTly arrived back at Menzel
Temime. They left Italy on 29 October, and have been at Oudna.

Rumors are now solidifying into tangible facts. The Squadrons, it seems,
are to operate separately. The 379th 1s going to a base near Tobruk. The
rest of the Squadrons, with Headquarters, will be stationed temporarily at
Philippville Airport before being assigned operational bases. All of the
Squadrons will operate under the Coastal Command. Phillipville will remain
the headquarters of the Group.

The breakers were very high today. Even in the area, they could be heard
crashing against the beach.
Wednesday; 3 November 43-

A notice appeared on the bulletin board, advising that we are to be pre-

pared for a move which will be made shortly. It will be a motor comvoy trip,
and will take two days.

Captain Campbell was appointed Squadron Administrative Inspector, and
Captain Van Zytveld was appointed Squadron Technical Inspector.
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Ihursday, 4 November 42.

News was received today from Oudna of an airplane accident in which 2nd
Lt. James A. Kurts and F/O Charles (NMI) Hudson, Jr. were killed. They were
on a routine training £1ight, and had been flying formation over Tunis at
2000 feet with a pair of B-17's, in the left wing position. They pulled out
of the formation and were flying straight and level when their B-25 suddenly
went into a dive and then began to spin. The plane crashed and bwrned about
5 miles NW of Oudna A/D #2. No one else was in the plane. They were buried
at Tunis in the late afternmoonm.

Eriday, 5 November 43.

A letter addressed to this organization from the XII Bomber Command
states that Major Ivan L., Ferguson, the 38lst's second Commanding Officer,
is a Prisoner of War held by the German Government. With him are Captain

Fred M. Atkinson, 1st Lt. William C. Jackson, and 2nd Lts. Gerald J. Green-
berg and John R. Hartley.

A notice on the bulletin board says that there will be a formation under
arms at 7:45 tomorrow. It further advises that comfortable shoes and sox
should be worn.

Saturday, 6 November 43.

It rained throughout the night, leaving the ground quite muddy. Although
the sun was shining this morning, the scheduled formation was called off.

1st Lt. Ray M. Flske and F/0 Howard C. Stagner were transferred to the
nearest AAF Base Port of Debarkation for the U.S.A.
Sunday, 7 November 43.

A very unpleasant day. It rained almost all day long, and the wind blew
constantly.

Monday, € November 43.
More wind and rain.
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Inesday, 2 November 43.

The wind and rain continue. There is nothing to do but remain in cne's
tent and cateh up on "sack time.®

Nednesday, 10 November 43.

Nothing to report save continued wet, ehilly, windy and thoroughly un-
confortable weather.
Ihureday, 11 November 43.

A beautiful sunny day; warm and free of clouds and wind.

For lunch we had corn on the cob. The Italian Prisomer K.P.'s think it

very strange that we eat corn in this manner, for in Ttaly coran on the ecob
is reserved entirely for chickens and pigs.

Friday, 12 November 43.

Three Enlisted Men, S/Sgt. Barbera and Cpls. Foster and Zander arrived
back at Menzel Temime from Hammamet, where they have been on D.S.

Bad weather again.

Saturday, 12 November 43

An otherwise cheerless day was brightened by French toast for breakfast,
with real butter and undiluted syrup. An wnimpechable observer reportes that
Cpl. Nels Johnson went through the line seven times.

Sunday, 14 November 43.

The Squadron played beseball with the 428th this afterncon. Secore: 2 to 1,
in favoer of the 428th. Considerable cash now beautifies the coffers of our ri-
val Squadron. '

Nonday, 13 November 42.
' A warm sun shone down upon our baseball diamond this morning. An unfor-

tunately small audience observed Lt. Horrocks doing some very clever outfield
work in an intra-squadron game.
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Iuesday, 16 November 43.

Thirty-four of the G.I. trucks which are to transport us to our new sta-
tion arrived around noon today. The afternoon was occupled by loading them
with Squadron equipment. The Orderly Room Tent, and the Personnel Tent and
Supply Tent were carefully folded and quickly disappeared into waiting trucks.
"B" baggage was likewise loaded, as were all articles of kitchen equipment
which will not be peeded for tomorrow's breakfast. The area assumed the app-
earance of a ghost camp, with only a few living quarter temts still standing.

8/8gt. Leonard Tate had an unfortunate experience. Some Arabs stole into
the area and removed all of his personal baggage from the truck on whieh it had

been packed.

Almost everyone retired at a reasomably early hour, as we are to be called
at 5 A,

Hednegday, 17 November 43.

At 09:30 the entire organization, packed into G.I. trucks, rumbled slowly
out of the area, across the field and out through the town of Menzel T
toward Tunis. At the same time, groups of Arabs moved into the area
what they could from what little rubbish we had left. They had been lur
in the shadows during our pre-dawn breekfast, and watched from

we Btruck our tents and packed them onto the trucks. The trip in itself was
uneventful. A stop was made on the outskirts of Tunis and cold ®
were dietributed for lunch. Further on, after we bad skirted th
Tunie, we passed a long convoy of French troops traveling in American lend-
lease vehicles, which included all the familiar varities plus several amphi-
bious jeepe. For hours we rode through peaceful rolling eountryside, which
was startlingly splashed with the first vivid colors of Autumn. There was
little evidence anywhere that just a few months ago this ares formed cme of
the most hardfought battlefields of the Tunisian Campaign.

At 16330 the convoy arrived at Souk el Arbra and turned into a large
flat field where a field kitchen had been set up by an advanced detail. The
sun sank quickly behind a rim of jagged hills, and by the time chow --- chili,
spinach and coffee =~= had been consumed, it was totally dark. A few small
fires flickered here and there among the trucks, making grotesque shadows as
the persomnel busied themselves preparing to sleep in the open. A few men
went into town to sample the local wine and returned about midnight.

Thurseday, 18 November 43.

After a quick breakfast in the cold black dawn, we were on our way again
by 06:30. Other than getting into a traffic jam while going through Beme,
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18 November 43, Cont'd.

there were no highlighte for this portion of our journey. Having traveled
a total of 335 miles, the comvoy came to a stop on the side of a hill near
Philippville Airport at 15:30. As we piled out of the trucks Major Cometh
greeted us, and directed that we put up our tents immediately. He had arr-
ived here yesterday with the detachment which had been at Oudna. Almost
immediately our future tent area --- a sloping hillside among rollimg
--- was the scene of great activity. One by one pyramidal tents rose long
neat rows, until the area was complete. After each tent had been ditched
against rain, everyone made for the chow line. After dimmer
emnryquht,thoml;wundeonhgfrutir

E

Eriday, 19 November 43.

More work was done on the tents this morning. Another row of tents was
put up between the living quarters and the mess area. They will be occupled
by the Orderly Room, Operations, Intelligence, the Dispensary and Supply.

The Arabs who live in the hills arcund here are reported to be quite
rugged. Men have been known to stroll into the hills and not return. They
are ambushed and stripped of their clothing. An order has been issued that
no one will travel in the hills wmarmed.

Captain Campbell attained the rank of Major today.

8/8gt. Ziess has been busy all day preparing for the most stupendous
mail call of his career --- 90 sacke of letters and Christmas packages. _
This represents about a week's accumulation, as no mail was received for a
while prior to moving.

The air field is sbout a mile NW from here. The heasdquarters offices
have been established in what was once the Philippville Adrport Adminis-
tration Building. Their entire set-up iz definitely swank. A large eir-
cular room with windows from floor to ceiling gives all the office person-
nel an impressive view of the field. Several smaller rooms are occupied
by Colonel Hunter, Group S-2, Group Operations and the Message Center.

The following officers were promcted to lst Lt: 2nd Lts. Boston, Dusek,
Samson, Baisch, and Colleton.
Salirday, 20 November 43.

The area is begimning to look more settled. All tents are up, and most
of the persomnel is engaged in building furniture and stoves. A1l sorts of
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20 Hoverber 43 Cont'd.

odds and ends are being utilized, resulting in a dieplay of inventive genius
which is impressive. Stoves are quite necessary for comfort, as it becomes
very cold when the sun is not out.

The Personnel Department of all Squadrons will work together at Group
Headquarters. S/Sgt. Jorge E. Garela and Sgts. R. K. Hulen and J. D. Thomp-
son have been attached to Group Headquarters for rations, but will continue

Sunday, 2] November 43.

2nd Lt. James W. Burris is visiting the Base. He has been released
from the British Hospital at Philippville, and will go to an Ameriecan Hos-
pital at Constantine when he concludes his visit.

Information has been received through Headquarters that T/Sgt. Frank
R. La Porte and 8/Sgt. Milo K. Taylor, who have been missing in action, have
been returned to military control as of 24 October 43.

New Combat Persomnel: 2nd Lts. L. C. Heller and A. C. Schwindle; S/Sgts.
S. Clement and R. S. Keller; Sgts. W. J. Parmelee and J. F. Senee, Jr.

Nondgy, 22 November 43.

Construction of the kitchen is under way. Sgt. Czyka is supervising the
mixing and spreading of comerete for the floor. It will cover an area 20 by
40 feet. Additional buildings which will house the officers mess and enlist-
ed mens' day room and mess are being plammed.

Ground School Lectures: '"Familiarisation with the 75 M.M. Camnon®", for
Pilots, Co-Pilots, Bombardiers and Navigators, and "Inspection, Maintemance
and Operation of 75 M.M, Camnon", for the Armament Section.

Tueeday, 23 Hovember 43.

The tent area was given its first inspection this morning by Captain
Abbott and Lt. Wells.

It rained from time to time throughout th ; not enough ¢
onout---jmmuchtonhthngrmdtha;o:glym. e
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Wedneaday, 24 Tovember 4.

It was a big day for Corporal Crolly Weatherd. When he awakened this
morning, his shoes had disappeared =-- his one and only pair. Outside tracks
of naked feet marched away from his tent, through the fence and on out into
the vineyard. Circumstancial evidence strongly implicated neighboring Arabs.
That didn't get Crolly's shoes back, however, so after lunch Capt. Abbott
and Crolly organized a posse composed of the lst Sergeant and a handful of
new officers and enlisted men. Thorough inspection of several Arab residen-
ced in the vieinity proved fruitless, and Crolly sat down to contemplate the
future in a pair of borrowed shoes.

But this was only the beginning of Crolly's adventures with Arabs. Short-
ly after dark, he walked into the supply tent. Stabbing through the darkness
in search of the light switech, the beam of Cpl. Weatherd's flashlight struck
two human forms; one clothed in G. I. fatigues, the other in rags. They were
engaged in rolling barracks bags out of the supply tent. He didn't have to
look twice to kmow that they were Arabs, Shouting to Pfe. William Nelson to
bring a gun and quick, Weatherd kept the cringing natives fixed in the beam.
Pfe. Nelson arrived swiftly with a clipless tommy gun, which was regarded with
terror by the two thieves.

In the orderly room, they were taken over by S/Sgt. Zeiss, who proceeded
to scare the devil out of them with a shotgun. They had an uncomfortsble few
minutes before Capt. Abbott waded through the fast assembling mob of G, I.'s,
and prepared to take Crolly's priscners to town. A smile denoting deep satis-
faction wreathed Crolly's face as he pushed his prisoners into a carryall, in
;ﬁ;ihho, Capt. Abbott and the lst Sergeant took the Arabs to the Gendarmes in

ppville.

A shipment of new combat crew persomnel arrived today; 2nd Lts. I. B. Akst,
W. H. Barnum, G. T. Bhek, J« W Brett, I. 8. Glnrk, W. A Gcll.or,r, G. J. Grimm,
Jo Je Innis, R. C. Kienitz, R. F. Killhn, 8. J. Larkin, J. W. I”' R. W.
I-ltlhgll', F. L. Riderer, W. Uhl, Jr., A. Vliahon, A. E. Vosburg, Jr. and D. S.
Whitoomb; S/Sgts. I. H. Berzon, H. W. Campbell, P. C. Cardimino, J. L. Gatlin,
R. H. Gordon, J. A. Heaney, S. E. Hodnett, C. A. Hollar, M. M. Levine, R. W.
Ochs and H. 0. *W’ Sﬂl- A. J. Burgess, R. L. Gifford, W. Gordyn, K. E.
Phipps, M. J. Rennie, G. B. Underwood and J. P. Williams.

Thursday, 23 November 43-

Thanksgiving Day.

The food was wonderful =-- and there was pleaty for even the most ambit-
ious of chow-hounds. Dinner hour was set for High Noon. At 10:30 the line

-?-
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25 November 43, Gout'd.

. began to form, and when the K.P.'s began to serve, the entire enlisted strength
of the organization formed a line which twisted through and around the tents
for a distance of at least 500 feet. It was all over very quickly; the volume
of food being eaten having little relation to the time expended in consuming
it. Four Canadian Soldiers were the guests of T/Sgt. Beverly R. Standish. The
Sergeant had been in Philippville this morning, and became interested in his
guests in the course of promoting the Good Neighbor Policy.

The menu:

Fruit Cocktail
Fresh Vegetable Salad with French Dressing
Roast Turkey with Dreseing
Mashed Sweet Fotatoes with Raisina

Giblet Gravy Cranberry Sauce
Bread with Fresh Butter
Tangerines Hard Candy

Coffee

A football game was played by a few atheletic minded G.I.'s, but by far
the great majority hed to sleep their dimmer off.

Editor's Note: For Supper, Vienna Sausage.

Eriday, 26 Noveaber 43.

A dull day ---~ nothing of interest occured.

Sgt. Cayka has finished the cement floor for the kitchen. Sgt. Barnes
has taken over and is supervising a detail which is erecting a framework over
which a tarpaulin will be spread to form the roof and sides of the building.

1st Lt. Joseph M. Baisch, III, was appointed Assistant Squadron Opera-
tions Officer relieving Capt. George N. Evans.

1st Lt. Jack H. Capers joined the Squadron today. He formerly flew with
the 97th Bomb Group (B-17's), but was transferred to medium bombers because
high altitude flying bothered his sinus. He has 22 missions.

Training Schedule: 4 Training Flights.

SECRET §E 15
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Saturdgy, 27 November 43.
A steady drizale of rain fell throughout the day.

17 Officers and 12 Enlisted Men were transferred to the 428th Squadron
today. These men comprise almost the total of our remaining combat teams,
exclusive of the new men who have just joined the Squadron. They will com-
plete their 50 missions with the 428th. They are: Capt. I. S. Bitter and
G. N. Evans; lest Lts. G. G. Baker, J. C. Colleton, E. P. Dusek, 0. E. Fayard,
Jro, 1.4 Jo !rmka.lp, Je 0peh, Jr. .ﬂ '- C. m’ Jr-; lel Lts. H. Bo
Arnoult, Jr., W. H. Cruise, W. F. Ewalt, P. Feinglass, 0. C. Heitman, 0. B.
Leasure, W. G. Schutte and J. G. Vietor; T/Sgts. A. Foderaro, J. T. Marsh-
burn and B. R. Standish; S/Sgts. 0. C. Bruhlman, R. E. Dewald, W. B. Mayhew,
C. A. Mayromne, H. E. Schmidt and J. F. Sigafoos; Sgt. L. F. Precosky; Pfes.
Z. R. Hilltm uﬂ L- - SN0 m‘m.

Our new orews will be trained in the Squadron for operating B-25G's.

Sunday, 28 November 43.

The weather is warmer both at night and during the day than when we
first arrived.

Sgt. W. H. Saith joined the organization today.
Training Scheduls: 7 Training Flights. Ground School Lectures: "ac-

ties", by Major Cometh; and "Naval Idemtification", by 1st Lt. D. D. Horre
ocks; these lectures were for all combat crews.

Mondgy, 20 November 43.
Usual Squadron activities.

Five Combat Officers and four Enlisted Men were attached to the organ-
ization today. They are: 2nd Lte. A. M. Durante, L. C. Heller, W. H. Kues-
ter, A. C. Schwindle and R. C. Wahl; S/Sgtl. P. Lllmhak, A. J. mnll
and G. Pinsonault; Sgt. L. T. Rowely.

Iuesday, 30 Hovember 43.
Training Schedule: 5 Training Flights.

mmmwml 2nd Lte. B. H. m’ E. w’ F. R. m,

D. G. Foote, J. W. Gilluly, J. G. Kresge and R. A. McLaughlin; S/Sgts. R. A.
Biebighguser, M. D. Drotts, A. Kovalehick, J. F. Leist, J. P. MeNulty, T. A.
Zoll and H. L. Zittel; Pvt. J. J. Farrell.
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Personnel of the 38lst Bombardment Squadron 1s composed almost entirely
of AntmeT Lovers. Thus far, during our etey on foreign soil, we have had in-
numergble canine companions., Eight to tem dogs of varied types may be seen
clustered around the mess ball during any meal; not infrequently these dogs
range in size from very petite pupples to huge mongrel monstrosities. Nor
have doge been our only pete. Onme fellow even went so far as to acquire a
lerge white rabbit; however the stay of his pet in the Squadron was short.
We were rather low on rations at the time, and the rabbit's food content
appealed to someone more than his value as a companion. The same is true
of a large white goose, owned briefly by Sgt. "Alabam" Crowder. A
rat made a momentary appearance as a pet. "Eleanor”, a hen owned by Lt.
Victor met death at the hands of her master --- and atoned on the frying
pan for early morning cackling.

The finest little pet of the lot has been "Midge", a small black and
white dog with long hair and an uncertain parentage. He was discovered and
purchased by Sgt. Albert Reed. This transaction occurred in a emall town in
French Morocco named Mediouna, hence, by some miracle of derivatien, the name
Midge. Midge made the five day trip from Morocco to Berteaux via 40 and 8
ear, well insulated against the cold cruel world in a large winter flying
boot. During adolescence he developed a great dislike for Arabs, and became
very clever in the art of chasing peddlers away. When about 9 menthe old,
he crossed swords with a propeller which almost ended his Army career. It
was during an early morning preflight that he walked past a plame and couldn't
resist sniffing at the whirling prop. He recovered from that ordeal with a
well developed phobia for all noise, after a few week's nursing of a broken

nose. Midge finally passed away in August of 1943 of some strange dog malady,
and was mourned by all.

Another dog was procured in g pet shop at Constantine. This was a small
ball of fluff called Vino. Upon arrival at Berteaux, he was introduced to the
aforementioned rabbit, and in his usual friendly fashion proceeded to get ac-
guainted. Vino's approach was misinterpreted by the rabbit, who whirled
around and used his buge hind feet to kick Vino about six feet into the air.
Vino immediately developed a tremendous respect for the rabbit. After that
it was not uncommon to see Vino come tearing around the cormer of a tent with
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the rabbit in hot pursuit. Vino belenmge to the truck drivers, and resides at
the motor pool. Last September one of the drivers brought home a small brown
kitten. Vino and the kitten are participating in a rather extraordinary de-
mestic 1ife, eating from the same pan and sleeping on the same pillow.

Skippy was an infant canine whose build tended towards the "Hook and Lad-
der" type. He was an American dog of dachshund descent, who flew across with
Lt. Greenberg. Being fond of the lst Sergeant, he visited the orderly room
each day about noon for a ration of Lifesavers, which the lst Sergeant reser-
ved especially for Skip. This system worked out beautifully until he arrived
one fine day with all of his little playmates. The lst Sergeant kicked the
entire mob out of the orderly room, and Skip never again brought visitors
around. Skippy 1s the only 38lst dog to be Miesing in Action, having gone
down on 5 April with Lt. Jackson's crew. He was not, unfortunately, repor-
ted a priscner of war of the Germans along with his Pilot and Co-FPilot.

Runt was another American dog. A full blooded fox terrier, he arrived
all bundled up in a little red woolen sweater, complete with Sergeant stripes
and an Air Corpe shoulder patch. F/O Harold A. Houghtaling brought him across
the southern route. A really beautiful exsmple of his breed, Runt waz a very
popular dog with the men, but he seemed to have a supericrity complex regard-
ing his contemporaries, and would not associate with them. When F/0 Hough~
taling failed to return after a mission on 3 July 43, Runt was inconsclable.
Though friendly and polite to everyone, he never adopted another master. He
remained in the Squadron umtil last month, going AWOL just before we left
Menzel Temime. Perhaps he succeeded in finding someone to whom he could give
hia affection.

Smokey was a snappy 1little black female with short sleek fur. She was
ardently pursued by all of the male dogs, but with typical feminine ingenuity
always managed to retaim both her virtue and popularity. She is now stationed
in Italy with the 32lst Bomb Group, having transferred with S/Sgt. R.P. Hanmnen.

Beaufort was perhapa the dumbest dumb animal ever to join the Army. Laszy
to a point of total inertia, he is reported to have yelped in agony when bit-
ten by fleas rather than 1ift a paw to scratch them, His coat lmmg loosely
on his massive frame and when he walked, which was seldom, or ran, which was
almost never, it would ripple like a flag in the wind. Other than his size,
Beaufort's only claim to fame was his complete lack of beauty and canine per-
sonality., When he disappeared, be left unmourned. The only question asked
was, "Where did he find enough emergy to run awsy?"

Our only Arab pup was an atrocity named Job. He belonged to Captain
Knight. His most prominent feature was a treacherous nature which would erop
up at odd and wnexpected times. His motto was that the best defense lies in
the attack --- and he was always on the defensive. After his first airplane
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ride, which was from King's Cross to Menzel Temime, he quietly faded out of
the picture. There were strong suspicions that he met with foul play from
someone whom he had bitten. Previous to the dogs disappearance, Captain
Enight wrote his wife and described his pet to her. At the present time all
of Captain Knight's Christmas packages are devoted almost entirely to dog bis-
cuite, sweaters, collars, leashes and flea powder.

Fluffy came to us with our first B-25-G. She iz a small Italian dog, with
a lot of Spits blood flowing through her tiny veins. She has a violent temper,
and has started terrific quarrels among other doge over morsels of food. it
thopromtthouhahnthcasootygq,uitiltooooldtegiuhoru
bath. Her admirers - 100% of the personnel hope that she will remain with the
Sqmdronfﬂrnlonzanlhﬂlthylifo,llahoilnvcrylikablolitﬂlmt.

These doc’ - mg.’ 'inO' Skim, m’ m] B‘M“’ JOb md nwy
have been the cutstanding doge of the Squadron. There have been many more.
Some came uninvited and vanished after a day or two; Midge remained as long as
he lived; Smokey was transferred; Skippy is missing in action. Their person-
alities are often astoundingly complex; their amtics hilariously amusing.
Their companionship and quiet devotion have always made the Squadron a happier
Place in which to live, for they have all been to all of us that which doge
have been to men throughout the ages --- each and every one of them have proved
the proverb that "A man's best friend is his dog."
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