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Thesday, 1l January 44.

The good weather is still holding out. Although the days are warm and
e¢lear, the nights are quite crisp. The moon is so bright that one can read
the bulletin board by its light.

Sgt. F. E. Fritz got back from the hospital just in time to make room
for T/Sgt. A. M. Kemp.

Training Program: Eight Trsiming Flights.

Tedmesday, 12 January 44.

The following named officers and enlisted men have been assigned to the
Squadren: 2nd Lts. J. A. Burton, R. F. Elmer, K. R. Gimeon, R. I. Johngon,
N. (MMI) Katsirubas, R. L. Kefer, L. A. Lewis, W. G. Lytle, R. J. McHugh,

R. P, Moss, H. S. Ray, Jr., G. C. Schroeder, C. P, Shearer, J. R. Simpkins,
and R. W. Whitehead; 5/Sgts. J. P. Boder, Jr., L. C. Deese, J. J. Duffy, III,
W. 0. Edwards, C. M. Enright, J. B. Morris, A. N. Rumpf, and S. M. Wonsgki;
Sgts. H., M. Crocker, M. C. Cutrona, W. E. Prall, M. (NMI) Pusen, 4. E. Tamer,
and J. E. Washington; and Pvt. L. M. Gilbert.

Six officers and eight enlisted men were attached for rations and quar-
ters today.

8/8gt. C. B. Sisco returned from the hospital.
Training Program: Eight training flights.

Thursday, 13 January 44.

No one, including J. D. Thompson, has been able to dig up a half way
decent rumor since we arrived here. That is, not until the last few days,
as moving rumors have just broken out again. The most obvious move---pro-
vided we are to make one, would be to Corsica. However, there are some
pretty astute rumor experts who favor India as a possible scene for future
Squadron operations. England is the runner-up, although rumors regarding
England are usually 90% wishful thinking. Lt. Horrocks, Group Rumor Officer,
has declined to make any statements pending further observations.

2nd Lt. James W. Burris left for Headquarters of the XII Air Force, where
he will appear before a Medical Disposition Board, which will determine if the
injuries which he received in the crash of Lt., Domnovan's aircraft, will pre=-
vent him from flying in combat again.
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Thuraday, 13 January 44, Comt'd.
ond Lt. G. J. Grim was transferred to the 340th Bomb Group (M).

Training Program: Eight training flights.

Fridey, 14 January 44.

Six officers and six enlisted men were attached to the Squadron for
rations and gquarters.

Training Program: Eight training flights.

Satwrlay, 15 Jamuary 44.

Most of the tents in the area are using fuel oil, instead of wood, as
it is easier to obtain. As seen from the top of the hill, the tents loock
like so many tea kettles on a large stove, each with its plume of smcke.
Despite the advantages of burning oil, it has one serious draw-back. Soot

is everywhere. Somecne remarked that the area is beginning to lock like
Pittsburgh, which is true enough.

Training Program: Two Meteoroclogy lectures by Major Cole, Group Wea-
ther Officer. Eight training flights.
Sundgy, 16 January 4.

There have been no shows for the past five nights, due to the fact
that the projector is broken. It has been sent to Algiers for repair, and
is not expected back for at least another week.

Rain again.

Training Program: Eight training flights.

Mondgy, 17 Jamuary A4.
Capts. Abbott, Abplanalp, Coddington and Knight; lst Lt. Horrocks;

M/Sgt. Clyde Arnold and S/Sgt. Steve Golida returned from Algiers this
afternoon. They flew up last Thursday for a few day's vacation.

Sgt. Freddie Barmes is in the hospital again.

Pvt. Robert C. Elton was assigned to the Squadron today.
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Monday, 17 January A4, Cont'd.

The following named enlisted men have been put on detached service
with the 6699th Depot Guard Company Detachment in Philippeville, for the
purpcse of acting as M.P.'s for the town: Pfe's F. R. De Georgioc, V. L.
Dell and R. L. Neff; and Pvts. L. D. Billedesux and M. M. Carpenter.

Eighty-two of the officers and eighty-nine of the enlisted men who
have been attached to the Squadron for rations and quarters have finally
been assigned to other Squadrons of the Group and are moving to their new
areas. The tents which they occupled are being taken down, which makes
the place look pretty bare.

lst Lt. Goyer is relieved from duty as Assistant Engineering Officer
and Technioal Supply Officer, and appointed Squadron Personal Equipment
Officer.

Tuesday, 18 Fanmary 44.

Everyone is enjoying the bit of good weather that we have been having

lately. A few of the more warm blooded among us were observed taking sun
baths.

Colonel Hunter is leaving for the base in Corsica. There is a per-
sistent rumor that eight of our new crews will go on D.S. with the Squad-
rons which are already up there.

Major Campbell, Squadron Executive Officer has been appointed Provost
Maishall of the town of Philippeville. This will be in addition to his
other duties.

Cpl. M. L. Stern and Pfe. F. L. Herron will be M.P.'s in Philippe-
vile. '

The following enlisted men were assigned to the Squadron today: Cpl.
S. (NMI) Filipowicz; Pfc's A. W. Stapleton and C. J. Sullivan and Pvt. F.
H. Wagner. :

Training Program: BEight training flights.

FEgnesday, 19 January 44.
Steak for dinner, and afterwards, a very large mail ecall.
Training Program: Sixteen training flights -~ formation flying and

target runs, firing the 75 mm cannon at a small rock off shore,
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Thursday, 20 January 44.

Three fried eggs and bacon for breakfast, and toast with fresh butter.
Try and beat that for starting the day off, in Africa or anywhere else.
The egzs were the result of a coup made by 5/Sgt. Fred Zelss. No pun in-
tended, as they don't have chicken coops hereabouts.

Training Program: Sixteen training flights - formation flying and
target runs.

Friday, 21 Janugry 44.

This morning twelve planes with their full combat crews left for Cor-
8ica to commence operations., They were accompanied by sufficient ground
personnel to keep the planes in the air. The total on D,S.: Twenty-sight
officers and sixty-nine enlisted men. Although thers had been some rumors
that this might take place, the announcement came as a complete surprise
to everyone. All personnel leaving brought their baggage to a point near
the Orderly Room, where it was loaded into trucks and taken to the line.
This was accomplished in a haze of very welcome excitement. Perhaps the
rest of us will be moving up soon. Everyone hopes so, as a four month's
vacation from eombat is becoming monotonous.

News was received today of an Allied landing some 30 miles South of
Bome. No details were available.

8/8gt. Paul (NMI) Dees left for Algiers this morning en route to the
U.S.4. In the same plane with him were Sgt. Jim Rockett and Cpl, Nels
Johnson, who will spend a three day pass in Algiers.

The following named men were assigned to the Squadron today: Sgt.
K. L. lb’ar!, cplq L, E. Sublett’ and Pfe. A. S, Sichelski.

Eight 5/Sgts. were promoted to T/5gt.

Steak for dinner tonight. There was so much on hand that one of the
cooks was sent into the mess hall to announce that meat was going to waste.
Of course, there was a mad rush immediately, and it was all gone in a matter
of minutes. For dessert there was cake with real frosting on it. It was
made in town by a regular baker. :

Another dance was given in town by the 38lst tonight. Printed invi-
tations had been distributed to all likely Madamoiselles in town, who
showed up in great numbers dressed in their Sunday best. Music was supp-
lied by a 7 plece French civilian orchestra. Sandwiches and punch were
served throughout the evening. Major Cometh advised "Thumbtacking" the
punch instead of spiking it. Tt is said that whoever thumbtacked it was

-
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Friday, 21 January 44, Cont'd.

very accomplished at that art, as the liquid refreshments were a howling
success. The Prisoners were among the guests. All dressed up in their

0.D. elothes, they were indistinguishable from regular G.I.'s. They had
a very festive evening, and were not at all bashful about cutting in on

the Americans if they spotted a Madamoiselle to their liking.

Training Program: Two aircraft identification lectures by Lt. Harris.

Saturday, 22 Jamuary 44.

Major Cometh left for Corsica at noon todsy. In his plane were Capts.
Abbott and Abplanalp; lst Lt. lason, S/Sgts. Morningstar and Pummill; and
Sgt. J. D. Thompson. They had taken off in the flight of planes that left
yesterday, but were unable to retract the landing gear, and had to return.
Rumor has it that S/Sgt. Morningstar fixed the landing gear by placing his
barracks bag in the nacelle. Seems that the Sgt. had a really super date
for the dance last night.

Today's news did not include information on the landing near Rome
other than that it is progressing.

Pfo. George W. Tolley is absent sick at the 57th Station Hospital.

The projector is in commission again, so there was a show tonight:
"Jane Eyre", with Joan Fontaine and Orson Wells.

Sunday, 23 Jamuary 44.

The landing near Rome, according to the BBC News Broadecast, has re-
sulted in the establishment of a beach head. Patrols are reported to be
plunging into enemy held territory with little or no opposition from the
Germans. Nine German divisions totaling about 100,000 men will be trapped
if the Allies can succeed in cutting their lines of communication===the
three main roads leading southeast from Rome.

1st Lt. Frank P, Wells known to all as "Pop" and liked and kidded
by everyone, and twelve enlisted men left by transport for Corsica.

Rations were distributed for the first time in two weeks. Double
quantities of everything were obtainable. It is said that we will not
get them again for another two weeks. The fourteen packages of cigar-

ettes and two boxes of matches distributed this time forecast a ghortage
in the very near future.
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Sumday, 23 January 44, Tomt'd.

It is being said that a German propaganda broadcast announced that
reprisals will be made against B-25 units stationed in Corsica, because
of their successes against enemy shipping and radar stations. Its nice
to know that we are getting in their hair to an extent that we merit so
much publieity!

Training Program: Training films.

Monday, 24 Jmmmary 44.

Captain Richard Van Divort, one of the Squadron's original pilets,
was killed in a plane crash in the United States, according to a letter |
received by Major W. T. Alexander. He had been piloting aircraft from
factory to distribution points. :

B-25-G's of the 38lst Squadron flew their first mission from Ghison-
aceia, Corsica, On this mission, a sea sweep, no shipping was sighted.

The beach head south of Rome is being extended by our forces.

Tuesdgy, 25 January 44.
Two B-25-G missions were flown from Ghisonaccia.

Vednesday, 26 TJamuary 44.

Major Cometh returned from Corsica to Philippeville with four ships
and their combat erews. The rest of the personnel in Corsica will return
to Africa in preparation for a move, the destination of which has not been
announced. There is a great deal of speculation going on. The majority
favor the rumor which says that India will be our future scene of opera-
tions. The minority are divided between England and Italy.

Thursday, 27 January 44.

Another day of spring weather. The hills around the base are be-
ginning to get green, and on many of them white and yellow wild flowers
are appearing.

Rumors are persistent and elaborate. Some of them even go so far
as to predict that the Squadren will leave the 310th Group and form a

cadre for a new Group. At any rate, something is about to pop. What
it will be, nobody knows.

C‘- 94. 1
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Friday, 28 January 44.

Everyone was wrong. The whole Group is to move to Ghisonaceia, Cor-
sica. Major Cometh left this morning with the flight of combat planes
which he led back to Africa on Wednesday. Intelligence and Operations
are packing up to leave, and the Kukunut Groove has elosed its bar. It
is predicted that the entire Squadron will be in Corsica within three
weeks.

Saturday, 29 January 44.
The Squadron's f£ifth B-25-G mission was flown from Ghisonaccia today.

Twenty new men have joined the Squadron. They have been overseas for

one month, having come across with the first detachment of replacements
for ground personnel of this theatre. Their names are as follows: M/Sgt..
E. V. Du Puis; T/Sgt. J. J. Jaccb; Cpls: 4. M. Di Bella, W. F. Demmler,
V. L. Duncan, and R. V. Tayler; Pfc's: R. R. Beauregard and W. W. Sullivan;
and Pvts: W. D. Bennett, C. E. Brady, C. (NMI) Bruner, F. E. Edwards, D. T.
King, P. (NMI) Stanissuskas, H. D. Swan, J. 0. Underwood, R. I. Villarreal,
and J. R. Young.

Snday, 20 January 44.

Lt. Baisch is running a shuttle service between Algeria and Corsica,
flying the more important personnel and equipment to the new base. He has
made two trips during the past two days, moving beaucoup impedementa. This
morning he took off in 454 as usual, a B-25 stripped of its armor and guns
with the first priority of Intelligence and Operations personnel and equip=-
ment. Loaded to the gills, 454 waddled down the runway, gained speed and
toock to the air. After circling Philippeville and the field, Lt. Baisch
pointed 454's nose toward that portion of the wild blue yonder occupied by
the skies of Sardinim. At an altitude of 1,500 feet and speed of 190 miles
per hour, Lt. Baisch brought 454 within sight of Sardinia's rocky coast in
practically no time at all. He continued northward, following Sardiniat's
western shore all the way to Porto Torres, which the Group bombed on 18

Apri| August 1943, and them cut through the straits of Bonafacic and up Corsica's
Eastern coast until he reached Ghinomcqh.

Nestled in a circular area between the sea and a rim of jagged snow
capped hills, Ghisonaccia is a pleasant little village, whose crumbling

stone and stucco buildings will house a goodly portion of the 310th Group
during its stay in Corsica.

Although another "G" mission was flown by the Squadron today, the
day's feature, by way of excitement, was the burning of the gasoline dump.

Aad i &
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Sunday, 30 Jgnuary 44, Cont'd.

Shortly after dark, while people were still wondering what was caus-
ing the ruddy glow in the sky south of Ghisonaccia, the public address
system's mush mouthed voice announced that the gas dump was on fire and
cracked out an order for all persomnel to help roll drums of 100 octane
gasoline away from the flames. The fire had been started by a gasoline
truck which had stopped to load in the center of a cleared area surroun-
ded by neatly stacked drums. A hundred or more gas drums and two trucks
were enveloped in the conflagration by the time the crowds arrived, Drums
were bursting, and sending gallons of liquid flames spraying through the
air. There was apprehension lest the drums arranged around the perifory
of the dump which were getting hot would explode, but erews of officers
and G.I.'s hustled in, and shortly had them rolled out of range of the
flames. Gradually the fire spent its force. By 2200 hours it had died
completely.

Mondgy, 21 Jgnuary 44.
Major Campbell flew up today with Lt. Balsch and the payroll.
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TORWARD

On 23 February 1943, a Sea Sweep was flown from Berteaux,
Algeria by six B-25-C's, Three of these aireraft failed ‘to return,.*
One of the mlssing aircraft, piloted by Capt. Leonard A. Eddy, car-
ried the Squadron Commander, Major Ivan L, Ferguson as co-pilot,
while Capt. Eddy's regular co-pilot, lst Lt, Frank B, Hawkins, flew
as observer, lst Lt. Nicholas D. Katzenbach flew as navigator,
Capt. Perry D, Pickett was bombardier and §/Sgt, Henry L, Schave and
and Sgt. Milo K. Taylor were turret-gunner and radio operator. In
April they were all reported prisoners of war of the Italian Govern=
ment except Major Ferguson and Sgt. Taylor, On 5 November 1943,
Vajor Ferguson was reported to be in Germany, To date, no official
word has been received regarding Sgt, Teylor, although he is believed
to be in a German prison,

On 31 December 1943, Lt. Hawkins, having escaped from Italy,
vigited the Squedron at Philippeville, Algeria while en route to the
United States. The following sccount of Lt. Hawkins's adventures as
& prisoner of war was reconstructed from notes made when Lt, Hawkins
told his story to members of the Squadron, It is in many respects
incomplete, for Lt., Hawkins was reluctant to reveal many important
details, lest this information accidently fall into the hands of the
enemy, and destroy the chances of other soldiers who have escaped and
are walting te get through the battle line into Allied held territory,

* Complete details of this mission can be found in the Squadron
History's lission Report #33, 23 February 1943,
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Capt. Eddy landed his B-25 smoothly on the water at 150 miles per hour
after ogz engine had been set afire by flak. Everyone climbed out quickly
and safely with the exception of Capt. Eddy, who ripped a gash in the flesh
of his groin about five inches long and one and a half inches deep while
being pushed through the pilot's escape hatch by Capt. Pickett. The upper
turret plexiglass was broken in order to rescue Schave and Taylor from the
radio compartment, and both life rafts were broken out and inflated. All
of this toock place within a space of seven minutes, after which the plane
sank slowly --- settling into the water without a ripple and leaving only
a strange quietness.

Everyone had got thoroughly wet getting into the 1ife rafts. Once
settled, they made Capt. Eddy as comfortsble as possible and then tied
both rafts together with the lashing rope found among the supplies packed
in the rafts. Lt. Katzenbach, the navigator, with the aid of his compass
and what maps he had salvaged, caleulated that their best and only chance
would be to head in a westerly direction, and try to reach Africa west of
Cape Serrat where the Allied battle line met the coast. They found that
the wind and the current were taking them west --~ the direction in which
they wanted to go. When necessary, they rowed. This was some help, but
with only one set of oars, their progress was not rapid.

It had been about 1525 hours when they had gone down, and since there
was not enough sun left to dry their clothes, they spent a miserable night.
Next morning they drled out and were considerably more comfortable, al-
though Capt. Eddy's wound was still painful in spite of first aid. Lt. Haw-
king made a sail for one of the rafts out of his pajamas which he was wear-

ing under his flying equipment. This resulted in a considerable increase
in speed.

At 1630 on the second day, when they figured that they had traveled
a distance of about fifty-seven miles, they heard the drone of plane motors.
Looking up, they saw three sea planes, which they identified as Italian
Cants which at that time were doing patrol work between Sicily and Bizerte,
similar to our Air Sea Rescue Service. After several mimutes two of these
planes landed in the water nearby, while the third remained aloft as cover.
Upon being picked up, the officers and men were divided between the two
planes, three in ome, four in the other. These arrangements were made by
sign language, as none of the seven men understood Ttalian. The motors in
both of these sea planes were of the temperamental varlety, causing the
crews great difficulty in starting them again. After some two hours of
frenzied gestures and excited conmversation, they managed to get the engines
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operating to a point where they were able to taxi the ships. They made the
journey all the way to Cagliari on the surface of the water.

Capt., Eddy was sent to the hospital as soon as they landed, while the
other six were handed over to interrogating authorities who questioned them
immediately. This interrogation lasted for an hour, and next day they were
questioned again for a similar period. They were treated with courtesy dur-
ing these sessions; there was no violence. Among the multitude of questions
were many seemingly foolish ones, interspersed with questions which were in-
tended to cross them up., To most of them they answered simply that they did
not know, or that they didn't remember. As a result of this lack of "coop-
eration", there were some threats, but none of them were carried out. The
interrogators seemed to be intrigued with the idea that some of these Amer-
icans had volunteered for Army service, and expressed a complete and genuine
inability to understand their motives. The food given them was quite good
for the first four days, but after Cagliari was bombed by Allied aireraft,
the Italians saved the better food for themselves, as the bombing seemed to
have orippled their supply facilities.

During the next weeks they made several moves. First they were trans-
ported by rail to the north east tip of Sardinia, thence, after a few days,
to Italy by boat, landing at Lido di Roma. They were then loaded inte lor=-
ries and driven to Pogglo Mirteto, a small town about twenty miles north of
Rome, where they were given comfortable quarters in an ancient menastary.
Here they spent seventeen days, austensibly in medical "Quaranteen". Their
stay at this place was relatively pleasant and they enjoyed a good rest.
The food was of excellent quality, well prepared and plentiful. But ac-
tuglly, this place was just another interrogation center, alive with micro-
phones and thronged with stooges. Major Ferguson was quartered with a high
ranking RAF officer. Taking each other for stooges, their conversation con-
sisted of little save "good morning™ and "good night". On their last day at
Pogglo Mirteto each discovered that the other was genuine.

From here they were moved by rail, to Chieti, near Pescara. The offi-
cers and enlisted men were separated at this point and put into nearby camps.
Processing, and "Sugar and honey" treatment were over, and they were now
about to settle down to the regular prison camp routine. At Chieti, they

found about forty American officers and a thousand British officers, mostly
from the RAF.

Conditions at this new camp were anything but good. The previous hos~
pitality had been in line with the Axis policy whereby they attempt to make
a prisoner relax and feel at home --- and then catch him off guard with
stooges =-- or spy on his conversation with microphones for the purpose of
securing military information. Water at Chieti was their greatest need,
there being little enough to drink, let alone wash. Although there were
good plumbing facilities =-- beautiful showers, etc., they would often be
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foreed to go for several weeks without even washing their hands. Although
they were never actually mistreated, the Italians showed them the winTmum
of decency required by International Lew. This is true most particularly
in the matter of food. At its best, the diet furmished by the Italian Gov-
ernment to its own men is insufficient and unbalanced. Theoretically, while
under supervision of the Italians, Allied prisoners were supposed to receive
rations identiecgl to those of the Italian soldier. Actually, the 200 gram
loaf of round black bread supplied daily to Italian troops was reduced in
the case of the prisomers, to 50 to 75 grams each per day. Together with
bread, the staple item of diet was macaroni or spaghetti ~--- enough to

grow monotonous, but not enough to relieve hunger. Once a week, for var-
iety, there was rationed a minmite portion of lemon powder, and two small
glasses of wine, The few enlisted men who had the strength to volunteer
for work were rewarded with an extra portion of bread.

Lt. Hawking shares with all Allied Prisoners of War the conviction
that "The International Red Cross is the greatest organization which has
ever been on the face ef this earth®. With the eleven pound box of food
which they supply to each man weekly, when conditions allow, they have
managed to keep countless men alive who otherwise might have died from
starvation. Supplementing the meager Italian G. I. diet, the Red Cross
boxes got them safely through. These boxes contained practically every-
thing necessary for a balanced diet: powdered milk; biscuits and cockies;
chocolate; salt and pepper; corned beef or spam; dried fruits; sugar and
forty cigarettes. With the assistance of friendly guards, the cigarettes
and chocolate were sometimes traded on the civilian black market for fresh
meat and other necessities. These packages are packed and donated by the
Red Crese of many countries. The Mmerican Red Cross, according to Lt. Haw-
kins, packs the best box. The Red Cross served another important function
for the prisoners, for through their cocoperation, each man was allowed to
send two V-Mail type letters and ome post card each week. In addition, they
were allowed to receive any mail or packages sent to them. However, getting
mail takes time. The first letters usually arrive in about five months,
while packages from home are usually enroute for ten months to a year. ILt.
Hawkins was fortunate in this matter. He received his first letters in less
than three monthe,

The Italians in charge of the camp constantly tried to promote bad
feeling between the British and Americans. These activities appeared to
be chiefly for propaganda reasons, possibly for the purpose of obtaining
counter-propagands to be used in retaliation to the publieity given the
fact that German and Italian prisoners had to be segregated after the Tunis-
ian campaign. They attempted to bring about this bad feeling in very small
and petty ways. For instance: by giving bed sheets to the Americans and
not to the English, and by denying privileges to one group which they gave
to others. Both the British and Americans realized this and winked at
their shallow and obvious efforts.

1-3-‘
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While at Chieti, Lt. Hawkins served on the American Officers' Escape
Committee. This committee was surreptitiously organized for the purpose
of devising ways and means of escape. They made plans which resulted in
‘several succeseful escapes, but more often their best laid plans proved
to be too risky, and were abandoned., As the camp was very well guarded,
they found themselves under almost constant observation. Then too, there
were the everpresent stooges. Finally the committée decided to dig a tun=
nel under the wall which surrounded the camp. After a careful search for
a suitably secluded spot, they selected an ideal location in the boiler
room of the cook house. It was close to the wall, and if an efficient
wateh were set up, they would be able tc work unobserved. For a starting
point they used a stone step inaide the cook house. They carefully loos-
ened the mortar holding the tread wntil they were able to 1ift it off like
a box top, and were thus able to crawl underneath the building. Finally
they started their tumnel, but after several days of digging found that
the building's foundation extended far underground, and that they would
have to chip a hole through thres feet of concrete in order to comtinue
their tunnel. This required about five weeks of steady work, as they
had to progress with extreme caution. Unfortunately, there was a sentry
post cutside the building directly over the tumnel. It therefore became
necessary to devise some means to prevent the guard from hearing the con-
crete being chipped. With characteristic Yankee ingeruity, they found
someone to chop wood in the yard close to the sentry, and while working
inside, they timed their strokes with the stroke of the man chopping wood.
Finally, after expending much effort and not a little anxiety, they got
through the concrete and started on the tunnel proper. They took the dirt
in inconspicuous quantities, and spread it out of doors with studied care-
lessness. They managed to take out a tremendous quantity of Italian soil
in this manner, and had completed nearly half of the tunnel by 7 September
43.

But on 7 September 43 their work was interrupted by the Allied-Ttalian
armistice. There was terrific excitement in the camp, for they expected to
be released immediately, as were the priscners in most camps. In practi-
cally all cases, the Italian Commandant informed the prisoners of the ar-
uistice, and released them with his blessing. However, at Chisti, the
senior American officer, realizing that large numbers of escapeas would
be easy prey for German patrols, forbade them to escape under pain of courts
martial, and posted American guards te keep them in. They had contimued
under this set-up for a week when a German paratrooper unit arrived and took

the camp over. The American officers were then moved to a camp which was
under German control,

At the new camp, they were greeted by 2,000 Americans of all ranks who
had been recaptured by the Jerry patrols after being released by the Ital-
lans. Under the Germans, the prison set-up differed prineipally in that the
discipline and surveilance was far more striet, and the food better and more
plentiful. The Germans, for example, gave them all the bread they could eat,
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and though strict, were in general more decent than the Italians had been.
On one polnt, however, the Italians had been decidedly more humane; the
German guards would shoot a prisoner dead if he approached the barrier or
wall surrounding the camp, or if he was suspected of trying to escape.
The Italians would put the first shot over the head of a perspective es-

capee, giving him an opportunity to change his mind.

Lt. Hawkins and his companions continued to study escape possibili-
ties, but abandoned all their plans as too dangerous since failure meant
death. However, the general situation of the Italian campaign at this
time began to play into their hands, for the Germans were commencing to
retreat before the Allied advances in Southern Italy, and in the camp,
preparations were being made to transfer all prisoners to Germany; in
fact some had already left. When an Austrian guard with the Cermans
belped two American Officers to slip out of the camp, It. Hawkins, with
Lt. Gardiner of the 98th Bomb Group redoubled their efforts to hit upon
a likely plan. As more and more of the priscners departed for Germany,
the guard was relaxed and their chances seemed to grow progressively
better. The two lieutenants finally decided to hide out in the very
shallow attic of their barracks until the camp was completely abandoned.
Taking what few rations they had, and a pint of water, they crawled thru
a trap door into the attle. Finding that the rafters were too far apart
to orawl over, and that the ceiling was too low for them to jump from
rafter to rafter, they went back for bed boards, and used these to crawl
back into the most obscure corner of the attic. They were absent from
the twice daily roll call on 2 October 43. They could hear the camp
being searched for them, and knew that a general alarm had probasbly been
sounded. A German officer examined the attic (without a flashlight), but
not being able to negotiate the space between the rafters, considered his
Job complete after firing a few wild shote into the dark. Although this
scared them plenty at the time, it convinced them that their hiding place
bad not been discovered.

Their stay in the attic was most uncomfortable. They were unable
to walk around, for their positions were cramped, and they had exhausted
their emall supply of food and water more quickly than they had antici-
pated. Lack of water produced greater discomfort than hunger. Their
only clothes were British enlisted men's uniforms and it was cold, par-
ticularly at night. They slept on the bed boards, one rematming awake
to guard against snoring and to listen, while the other slept. After
five days, they were on the point of giving up, They were suff
from hunger and thirst, their bodies were stiff from lack of movement
and from the cold, and there was then little possibility of getting out
of the building undetected. However, they decided try and stick it
out a bit longer, for they could detect from the lessening activity
around the camp, that the job of moving the prisoners was nearly complete.
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Finally, on the sixth day, a terrific explosion shook the building,
and one end of it dissolved into a heap of rubble, leaving a gaping hole
at the other end of their attic. This, they knew, was an excellent ave~
nue of escape, but it also pointed to another danger: OSuppose they de~-
eided to complete the destruction of the building? That evening --- 8
October 43 --- they made their escape. 4s soon as it was dark, they
crept on their bed boards to the point where the building had been blown
away, and dropped to the ground. They had been unable to judge the dis-
tance, but thought that it was something between 12 and 20 feet. They
landed hard, each spraining an ankle, having fallen 30 feet. After ly-
ing still for a few moments, they stole through the skeleton guard un-
observed, and were on their way. -

The immediate problem was to find water. They had heard of two
springs in the hills and set out to find them. Although their sprained
ankles pained dreadfully, they were forced to continue onward. The next
eight hours were spent in searching, during which they climbed a 4,000
foot hill, but found no water. Suddenly, in the very early dawn they
were hailed by an Italian peasant, who recognized their British uniforms
and addressed them in English. The Italian was overjoyed upon finding
that they were American officers. His father, he explained, had once
lived in Brooklyn, and would be happy to assist Americans in every poss-
ible way. They walked with him for some time until he finally led them
to the camouflaged entrance of a cave near his home. Upon entering, they
found that the Italian had other Allied guests: three British enlisted
men. They were given water immediately, and after eating they went to
sleep, thoroughly exhausted. They stayed in the cave for some time,
resting and regaining their strength. Their ankles grew stronger, and
they began to feel more fit each day. When it grew cold in the moun-
talng, the peasants started moving into the city, where it was warmer.
Although their host was not going into the city, he decided that it might
be a good idea if the escapees went into town with a friend of his. They
accepted this chance eagerly, in the hope of making contact with the under-
ground. After being provided with civilian clothes, they walked into town
during the night.

Here they enjoyed themselves quite thoroughly, meeting friends of
their host, and learning more about the war situation than they had been
able to find out during their stay in prison. But this lasted only a
week, as food was hard to get and there were toc many Jerries. These
Jerries, in eivilian clothes, traveled everywhere hunting for escapees.
Algo, the German authorities frequently searched houses for food, animals
and supplies, and they feared that they might be discovered during ome of
these searches, which were frequent, regular and systematic. These for-
aging Germans take whatever property they want, and shoot any civilian
who shows the least objection to these thefts. The Italians are being
bled white in retaliation of the armistice, and Fascist authorities are

QL

(B FLWEAN B 5

-6-

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED AW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

cooperating in every way with these German outrages. In their policy
of always playing the winning side, the Fascists will undoubtedly
double cross the Germans when the Allies arrive. The Fascist element,
found chiefly in the cities, is thoroughly detested by most Italians,
especially those living in the country. On the other hand, the Cath-
olic Church is supporting the anti-fascists, giving them all the assis-
tance possible, as well as sheltering Allied prisoners of war. Through-
out occupied Italy, there are hundreds of Americans hiding in churches
and being fed by civilians while waiting for an opportunity to escape.
And this, despite the fact that the Germans offer an amount egual to
two or three year's war time wages for each escapee turned in by a civil-
ian.

When Lt. Hawking and Lt. Gardiner left the city, they were taken to
another farm in the mountalns, this time much closer to the Allied lines.
After a week, they made preparations to move again, with the idea of try-
ing to work back through the German lines into Allied territory. Their
new host had explained that they were welcome, but that he would be un=
able to keep them after the snow came. Moreover, the Germans were being
driven back, and were moving into the valleys below. From among the es-
capees who were hiding at the farm house, they selected a Corporal of the
British Infantry to accompany them. This choice was made after some
thought. 4an infantry man, they reasoned, would have a grester knowledge
of ground maps, the use of the compass, and the art of taking cover than
they, being air personnel. When the snow came a few days later, they were
ready to leave. They traveled over rough country, avoiding what roads
there were, even though the best of these were mere cow trails. Small as
these tralls were, Jerries might, conceivably, be encountered on them.
Extreme caution being necessary, they climbed a 7,000 foot mountain, whose
top was covered with a mist or fog which would permit them more liberty
of action if used as a cover. Their ankles were still bothering them and
despite the hospitality of the Italians, they were still weak from under-
nourishment. The trip was painful, for the mountains were rugged. They
had no cleats on their shoes, and consequently did quite a bit of sliding
around. Frequently the Corporal had to push them or pull them over the .
rough spots. Traveling in this slow but persistant manner, they succ-
eeded in covering considerable distance.

Once again, when they were urgently in need of food, water and sleep,
they met a sheppard, and were taken to his home. He explained that they
could not stay, as he was giving shelter to quite a few men. Nevertheless
they received food and much valuable informstion from him and the British
Corporal made copies of maps. So once more they set out, after giving
the sheppard his "chit". 4 chit is a statement certifying that an Ameri-
can scldier has received assistance. When the holders of these chits turn
them over to Adllied authorities, they receive a monetary reward.
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During the ensuing few days they hid out in the daytime, and traveled
during the night. The country became less rugged and they covered a dis-
tance of about fifty-five miles with comparative ease. At one time they
were walking along a dry creek bed and came to a bridge which they would
have to pass under, and observed that it was heavily mined. The Corporal
approached it very carefully for examination, and declared it safe so they
went on their way again. About half an hour later, they heard a terrific
explogion and looked around to see pleces of the bridge hurlting through
the air in gll directions. Almost all of the railroad bridges in Italy
are thus mined, as the Germans expect to destroy them before withdirawing.
They have already begun to blow up towns and villages, after thoroughly
looting them. This senseless and vengeful destruction is not only taking
place in aress which are about to fall into Allied hands, as would be the
case In g scorched earth policy, but all over Italy.

They continued cnward again until one evening when they were app-
roached by an Italian. He recognized them as Americans, and offered to
get them through the 1ines. Though skeptical of his urban appearance,
they were desperate, as they had no food and were again in need of water.
Having no alternative but to take a chance, they listened to the Italian
while he explained the situation. The nearest British positions, he sta-
ted, were only 18 kilometers away, but because of extensive German patrol
work going on in this region, it would be necessary to travel by a round
about route. After stumbling through eight hours of semi-darkness, they
came to an unoccupied American jeep, casually parked in the wilderness.
Knowing that Germans use American vehicles when they are available, all
of them thought that their efforts to escape had been in vain === that
they were being led by this suspicious looking Italian back into a German
camp, and were almost too tired to care. But a few seconds later, when
they saw a sentry in British umiform, thsy knew that they were once more
on Allied soil. They were so overcome that they rushed up and kissed the

sentry, who, not knowing the circumstances, was kind of nasty about it.
It was 03:30 hours, 16 December 1943.
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Staff Sergeants, Cont'd.

Edwards, Wilbur O,
Enright, Claude M,
Morris, Joe B,
Rumpf, Arthur W.
Woneki, Stanley M,

Crocker, Harold M.
Cutrona, Michael C.
-Myers, Kenneth L.
Prall, Wiilson E,
Pusen, Michael (NNI)
Tamer, Albert E,
Washington, John E,

Torporeils:

Demmler, William F.

Di Ball».ﬂ Andrew M,

Duncan, “icter L,

TFilipowlez, Stanley (NMI)
~Sublet, L. E. (1.0.)

Taylor, Robert V,

Privates [izet Class:

Beaugerd, Roland R,
Sichelski, Andrew S,
Stapleton, Albert W., Jr,
Sullivan, Cyril J.
Sullivan, Wallace W,

Privates:

Bennett, William D,
Brady, Cread E.
Bruner, Charles (NMI)
Elton, Robert C,

RFD # 1, Leon, West Virginia
Box 21, Sicily Island, Louisiana
Box 342, Gracemont, Oklahome
Locust Gap, Pennsylvania

Smith §t., Keasbey, Wew Jersey

Sayle, Montana

West Avenue, Brocton, New York

Petrolia, Pennsylvania

Carlisle, Towa

26 Belknop, Binghampton, New York

607 Mary Street, Utica, New York

¢/o Excel Radio Co., 320 E, 21st St,, Chieago, Ill,

&8 Center St., Barboursville, W, Va,

Walk B, A 32 Charter Oek Terr,, Hartford, Conn,
Rt. 1, Tomahawk, Wisconsin

107 Rogeville, Buffalo, New York

206 W, Crockett, Ennis, Texas

Rt. 1, Sox 136, Mescntomn, W. Va,

277 Park Street, Gardner, Mess.
4625 8, Laflin, Chicago, Illinois
8923 S, Emerald Ave., Chieago, Tll.
471 W. 15th Street, Dubugue, Iowa
3016 Lomorde, Everett, Washington

Stocton, Georgia

Cleudenen, W. Va.

Rt. 1, Walland, Tenn,

1711 §, Hill St., RFD Box 221, Oacenside, Calif,

SECRET
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zivates, Gont'd.

Gilbert, Louis M.

King, David T.
Stanissuskas, Peter (WMI)
Swan, Homer D,
Underwood, James O,
Villarreal, Ramem I,
Wagner, Frederick H., Jr,
Young, James R,

Apt. 21, 2020 Nonroe St., Toledo, Ohio

62 Rockwell S%t., Winstead, Conn.

1i Jean Street, Hamden, Comn,

163/ Philadelphia St., Rapid City, So. Dek,
Houston, 4Alabama

323 Miller Ave., Mission, Texas,

101-61 = 124th St., Richmond Hill, Long Island, N.Y
118 Main Street, Leetonis, Chio
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