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QUAOR.."'N . SSIot; 187

22 F<:BIJ1ARY 1944

•

~-o (3)
2nd Lt. LEIli1IIer, J. •
2nd Lt. Kuester, .B.
S/Sgt. BodneH, S.1.
~/S. t. Gordon, R.B.

Sgt. Cc1dyn, I.
Pvt. Bazzett, J.L.

A mrm:
42-65164-0 (1)

P Flo Pep-iDski, J.L. P
CP 2nd Lt. Elmer, B.P. CF
E 2nd Lt. Joyce. B.A. II
R s/sgt. .Irigh-;;, J.F. E
G T/Sgt. 11lliallls, A.G. R
TG set. Habel:J1l8D, II.A. G

42-JOW-C (2)
F 0 Keith, G.F.

2nd Lt. Giu:SOD. JLL.
Sgt. Maddox, •

T/Sgt. Cobb, B.A.
set. Kruefer, C.O.
Pvt. Daniell, J.M.

P
CF
I
R
G
TG

42-64580-0 (4)
2nd -to Innis, J.J. F
2nd Lt. Lytle, 1I.G. CP

Sgt. Cutrons, .C. E
S/Sgt. Levine, lUI. R

Sgt. Citford. BoL. G
Cpl. Shoemaker, C.D. TG
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• •
Flight Leader: F/O J .L. Peplinski

Squadron Uission: 188

Squadron Flight: 4 8-25-0' s

Escort 1 8 Spitfires

Ghistllaccia, 23 February 1944

Group Missionl :3 39

Group Flight: 4 b-25-o's

Tue Off 10:50

Shells Fired: Jl X 75 mm. Target: 11:35 to 12105

Range: 0 to 4,000 yds.

Altitude: 50 to 700 ft.

Bombs Dropped: 2 x 500 i 1,000#

Altitude: 100 ft.

Down: 12:45

Total l'ilIIel 1 Hr. 55 /;lin.

!.stimated lIileage: 380

Sorties to Date: l,.3.3~

SULTS: t 11;35 hours, ..t 4.30 24' II .. 100 25' E, five to six fishing boat.
50-75 f et long were attacked. Three direct c"oooo hits were observed amidships
on ODe bo t, two of them on deck and the third at the water line. This boat Was
left listing. One hit was obs,rved on another boat, results unknewn. At 12:05
hours, at appro:x:ilnii.tely mile off the NW ehore of Caprata Isllllld, one mB Wall

attacked. On the run over this vessel, two cannon hits Were observed, one CD

the deck and one at waterline amidships. Two bombs were dropped, but overshot
the target. Af'ter the attack, the boat made a lSOO turn and stopped with a thin
oolumn of smoke coming from it. The bo twas clllllouflaged black and gray, with a
red stern, IIlld with a red flag flying from the stern. As the fornation was begin­
ning its second run, the vesaol fired the colors of the day and id61ltified itself
as friendly. messai" was smt to the base advising of ths attack.

FLAK: Slight light fl 1<, out of range, from Leghorn harbor. E a/c: None encount­
ered, none observed.

THE' Scattered cumulus from Elba North to Leghorn; base 400 feet, visibility
unL.mited. 10/10 overcast over the Italian mainland; base at 500 feet; visibility
unlimited. under overcast.
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SQllADff)N IlISS101l 188

23 FE.BRlJA 1944

42-32587-G (.3)
2nd Lt. Larkin, S.J. P
2nd Lt. r.hitehead, R.W. CP

Sgt. Pusen, ~'. E
S/Sgt. Boder, J.P. R
T/Sgt. Burl, "'.C.S. G

Pvt. De Moises, Z.lI. TG

SECRiT

Artl-.,1lt

42-3m4-G (1)
FOPeplinski, J.L. P

2nrl Lt. Umer, R.F. CP
2nd Lt. Joyce, B.A. N
S/Sgt. right, J.F. E
T/sgt. 11ll1ams, A.C. 11

sgt. Haberman, Ii.A. G

•

42-3mz-G (2)
FOKeith, C.F.

2nd 1t. Gimson, K.1.
Sgt. Maddox, L.

T/Sgt. Cobb, B.A.
Sgt. Krueger, C.O.
Pvt. Daniell, J.T.

P
CP
E
11
G
TG

SECRET

42-6509 -G (4)
2nd Lt. Innis, J.J. P
2nd Lt. Lytle, iI.G. CP

Sgt. cutrona, !I.C. !
S/Sgt. Levine, ~ .M. 11

Sgt. Gifford, R.L. G
Cpl. Shoemaker, C.J>. TG
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Flight leader: 2nd Lt. G.lf. Prior

Squadron fusion: 189

Squadron Flight: 4 B-25-o l s

t.scort t II Spitfires

Ghisonaccia, 2n February 1944

Group Mission: 3 til
Group Flight: 4 5-25-0'_

Taks orr 14:40

Shells Fired: 31 x 75 JIIIil. To.rget 15:45

Range: 0 to :3,000 yds.

Altitude: 50 to 700 ft.

Bombs Dropped: x x x

Altitudes: x x x

Down 16:40

Total Time: 2 Hrs. 0 Min.

Estimated Mileage: :396

Sorties to D..te, 1,:342

llrSIlLTS: Docks, supplies and harbor installat;ons at Gastiglincello were
attacked. arehouses at the end of thE' dock were observed to have been hit b7
one cannon shell. Three cannon hits were observed on the dock. llany hits b7
50 calibre shells seen on an estimated 200 barrels on the docks. No tire.
were observed. No shipp1ng "as sighted.

o :ATreus: Flak: Slight hea"y inaccura.te flak froll approxilla.tely 420 56' 11 •
100 33' E. E a/c: None encountered, none observed.

. THEft: 10/10 overcast a.t 2-3,000 feet over the entire route. V1sibll1ty
unJ.imited.

, :A These planes landed at Barco, Corsica.

S~",nLI
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S UADIllN IIISSICll 189

26 Fi.BRlIAlIY 1944

42-64841-G (.3)
2nd Lt.. Block, H.C. P
2nd Lt. Simpkins, J... CP
S/Sgt. ~f, A.N. E
a/sgt. Lnright, C.Il. ~

sgt. w••h.i ngtan, J.I.. G
sgt. Davenport, W.1:. TG

!l FUmt

42-32464.(> (1)
2nd Lt. Prior, G.M.
2nd Lt. !lay, H.S.
2nd Lt. :Burton, J .A.

Cpl. Nithman, C.R.
T/Sgt. Colby, I.
S/Sgt. l'l1ntus, 1'.J.

•

42-~.(> (2)
P 2nd Lt. !kst, I.B.
CP 2nd Lt. Brett, J. I.

N Sgt. ililliaJ:l., J.P.
E s/sgt. Berzon, I.B.
~ S/Sgt. Gatlin, J.1.
G Sgt. Phipps, K •

P
CP

R
G
TG

42-.32488.(> (4)
2nd Lt....tan, F.R. P
2ndLt.Shearer,C'p. CP
s/sgt. IlacDoueall, .J. A

Pvt. De Moises, Z.~. R
Pvt. Gilbert, L.\'I'. G
Sgt. Holubek, J.W. TO
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Flight Le..der: lst Lt. A.C. Schwind1. Ghi.on..cci.., 26 Febroary 1944

Tot..l Time: 2 Hr.. 10 Min.

Group liIisslon: ;}4-~

Group Flight: 4 8-25-0'.

Tue Off 14: 50

Squadron Mission: 190

Squadroo Flight: 4 B-25-G'.

Lscort: 8 Spitfires

SheUs Fired: 31 x 75 1llJL.

Dange: 2,500 to 6,000 yd••

Altitudes: 300 to 900 ft.

Target

Down

15:50

17:00

Boobs Dropped: x x x

Altitude: x x x

.tima~ed Mileage: 429

Sortie. to Date: 1,338

IlLS TS: Three F-boo.t., estimated 125-130 feet in length, anchored at 420 381 H
- U 0 05' were atto.cked. TI'O direct hit. were observed on each of two of the.e
ve.sels. CDe of these hits landed amidships, aDd 1eft the vesael S1Iloking slightly.
Further rel!tl1ts unknown.

OBSEliVATIOIiS: Flu: At tbe to.rget, intense light n ..k that was .hot from the
tl.ree F-bo..ts. Slight heavy in..ccurate nak fro", shore b..tteries 1JI. the near
vicinity. 1 alc: None encountered, non.. observed.

THJ>R: 8/10 overcast at 1,200 feet and 10/10 overc...t ..t 3,000 feet. Viojbllity
8 miles over the entire route except th..t dsibility improved to 10-12 miles over
Italy.

, ~RKS: These planes laDded ..t Borge, Corsic...
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SQ Ali flON lJISSlot! 190

26 FLB!URY 1944

42-65q]4-G (3)
2nd Lt. Foote, D.G. P
2nd Lt. Schroeder, G.C. CP

Sgt. T....Elr, ••
S/Sgt. ooski, S.M. 1\

Sgt. Crocker, H.Id. G
S/Sgt. !leleon, F .lI. TO

SF.LI ~,

Q Fllglit

F-64580-G (1)
1st Lt. SChwindle, A.C. P
2nd Lt. Kafer, l\.L. CP
2nd Lt. Katsirubas,!l. Ii

Sgt. Gold:m, j. G
T/Sgt. Kell"r, 2.S. II

Sgt. Wright, H.O. TG

•

42-645e? -G (2)
2nd Lt. Black, GS.
2nd Lt. Ubl, II.
s!Sgt. Gordon, R.H.
S/Sgt. Hoonett, S •

Sgt. Bennie, M.J.
S/Sgt. orris, J.B.

P
OP
J\

:&:
G
TG

s 1\....

42-JZ487 -G (4)
2nd Lt. Durante, A.!I.C. P
lst Lt. Capers, J .R. CP
S/Sgt. Zittel, H.L. E

Pte. Sicbelski, a.S. J\
Sgt. BabeI'llWl, :.A. G
Pvt. Buzett, J.L. TG
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Hl TOllY OF 'rIlE

J8lST BOlEJi imi'l' S • roll

J1(}r6 IDJi.E CrouF (M), AU

CAS\; lry SECTIO

Fl:;BRUARY 1944

s

•
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CASUALTY S'LCTIl.lf --- FLBC:JL.Y 191.4

•

From a mission to r orto San Stefano, Italy, on
8 February 19/,4, the lean aircr...."t, number 42-4223-H
failed to return. It carried the followin{; crew:

B. Gen. navis D. Graves
1st Lt. hdgar (N ) Do=n
2na Lt. illl III • Callery
T/Sgt. Gus (1 I) Pinecnault, Jr.

Sgt. Jcaeph F. Sen c
3/Sgt. Jalph C. 'obr

0-17466 Flight Commander
0-7.>5543 Flight Leaner
0-798743 Na~tor

39606477 P~dio Operator
12125000 Gunner
15098314 TaU GllDller

Brigadier General Graves ""e the Commanding General
of the 63rd Fight ring.
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OFFICl OF THF CPlcR!TIC NS OFFICEll

.381 1301 • nom SQUilDRlN
3101:1{ Be CRClJP (M), ill

9 F~bruary 1944

BJ.<CT: Eyewitness statement of !Ilissing Aircraft.

TO

1. As Lt. Dorman's a/c clos~d to "lthin .300 yards of the vessel
and about 150 feet off th~ deck, a fir hroke out in the upper tunet;
apparectly frem dir~ct hit. B7 ,the time h ased over the vessel
at 11 beirbt of ..bO\lt 100 feElt, the fire had spread to the bomb bay.
The distressed s/c chandolled to the left, leveling alit st 300 feet.
By this time the fire bad broken out in botb "nginES. From the manner
in which f re spread, at lE&st two pilots iU£ssed that it was the
hydraulic system that d ignited. As the a/c leveled out, the rear
batch .-as salvoed, and the pl!ine IIl3de n semi-controlled 1lll1ding. The
distressed plane's wingman said that it bit the water in d level at­
titude at an estillUtro speed of 205 miles per hour. Ttl engines
nacelles and pilot·s compartment ~ppeared to collapse. 1lpen impact
the dingy ""s thrOlm out "ad inn~ted. It was seen nest in an in-
verted position. ,hen last seen the a/c app""red covered with water,
but its outlines war olearly visible. There was no si of the crew.
The s/c crash landed at 480 28' N - 110 10' E, ap;:ro.d.mately 30 seconds
after it was noticed in trouble.

2. I certify the above statsJlIent is correct.

/s/ Pouglas C. Foote
/t/ DOUGLAS G. FeO'tE

2nd Lt., 1r Corps
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HI TORY OF Ttfr.

381,,'T BC~ FDro-JIT S UADJiGN

310TH OCMB Gi-!)uF ( ), ill

SQU OaON lJIhRY

FEBRUARY 1944

,

•
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TuesdaY, 1. Ttb!rwd'z ~.

The sky 18 still overcast and the weather remains cold and dsIIp.
It is said to be ideal here when the IlUII is out, btrt it 18 beg1nn1ng
to look as though that will never happen.

Twenty-two men arrived from Afrioa in the afternoon --- three plane
loads. The)' brought a few tents, whioh i8 expeoted to relieve the hoWl­
ing cliff!culties, at least tellpDrari1)'.

One Sea Search.

bj!g!!pmq, & M Il4rT ~.

Another plane arrived from Africa late this morning, hrineing 18
Enlisted Men, two "key" prisoners and considerable kitchen equ1!J11811t.

The sun made a brief appearance about noon. The oeiling lifted
auf1'1c18nt1)' to give a glimp... of the jagged, snow covered h11ls which
rise abrupt1)' South and West of the village.

J1ajor Cometh, pinch hitting tor Capt. Abbott, colleoted P.T •.i.
1101111)".

One Sea Search.

ThvrIId'y, J mn ..... t ~.

Twenty-thrwe lnUsted Mell arrived by plane from Africa, br1ng1ng
the total etrength at Ghieonaocia up to 50 Officers aDd 191 Enlisted
lien.

A Britieh un1t, whioh occupies a re. buildingS in the oenter ot
the village, 18 movine out and these bu1ld1nes are expected to be used
by the Group.

'I/O Robert (JnII) Carbin was transferred to the 380th Squadron.

A strong wind blew up quite a dust storm this afternoon and even­
ing. .& tine, powdery dust sifted through the cracks in doors and win­
dows, and thoroughlr blanketed the interior of all of the bu1ldines.
This Corsioan wind is anything but i8Iltle.

- 1 -
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Tlimdav, ~ "'brnarY J.2tJ. Cjm!.' it·
IIajor C01ll8th and Sgt. J. D. Thompson took the P.T .A. IIIDJI87 to the

Finance Office in Bast1a. oJ.D.· reports Basta to be a pretty good
town, although still lIUffering from the poUlld1ng given the Genans when
theY' made it their port of retreat. He describes a grave;rard which W&8

a shambles. llthough this 18 hard to 1JIagine, J.D. is convincing in
his statement that graves were opened by bomb bursts, and their contents
strewn about, and that tomb atones were broken, cracked or demolished as
the reeult of strafing.

No missions.

Friday, t. 7e'wum l2tJo.

Personnel continues to pour in from Ph1l1ppeville.

There was another wind storm last night, which w... almost of hurri­
cane force. The wooden building where Intalllgence and Operations have
their offices took a tarr1fic poUDding, and wae almost knocked off its
foundations. Part of its roof is gone, and most of the abutters were
blown off the windows. The bu1ld1ug will have to receive exteneive re­
pairs. £s a result of the damage, Intelligence and Operations have
moved into a s1ll1lar building next door, which 18 more sturd;y, though
these are all rather fllms;r prefabricated structures. The wind wasn't
strong enough to do an:r damage to the stone walled buildings of the
Village.

The following Enlisted lien who were assigned to the Squadron last
month have been transferred to the Slat Fi@hter Group: IVSgt H. V. Du
Puis; Pfc. R. R. Beeuregard; and Pvte: C. (NliI) Bruner, W. D. Bennett,
P. (WI) Stanisanekas, R. I. Villareal, J. O. Underwood, C. E. BradT,
and D. T. King.

No minions.

Srtur&y, 2 February J.2tJ..

Three Officers and thirty-eight Enlisted lien still rella1n at Ph1l­
ippeville, forming a rear detachment which will travel to Corsica by
boat and bring the hea?ier organizational equipment.

- 2 -
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SrlurdAY, 2 fe!:!!oooIT 12!J. e-t+1t.

Some of the fellows have devised a unique method for gathering fire
wood. There is a "Toonerville Trolley" sized French flat car in Gbison­
acc14' & three track "Marshalling Yards" which 1& small and l1ght enough
for two or three men to push along the track leading out into the country.
Here they gather fire wood which 1e stfloked on the car. Then giVing it
a hefty ahove, they olimb aboard and cOast down the alight incline back
to the village. The other night the car got out of control, whipped
through the village at a brisk thirty or thirty-five milea an hour, and
was not stopped until it was a mile or 80 the other side of the railroad
station.

No mise10ns.

Sunday, £! February 12M..

Po'k chops for dinner.

Sgt. R. L. Spradling is absent sick in the 15th Field Hospital near
Bestia.

One Sea Search, ono Bombing MiSSion.

Y+mav. 1 Feb1'uarv lli/".

The rumor enthusiaste who speoialize in stories about GeJ'lllan Parfl­
chut1sts would have us believe that 15 or 20 of them landed in tha hills
last night, and that one WIlS shot by a French soldier. The story bas all
the ball marks of pure bunk. IT these people aren't careful, we are going
to be wearing helmets, gas masks and rifle helts, and carrying our rifles
again, like 170 did at Berteaux last winter.

The Squadron mess hall has been set up again, with 1st Lt. JOM J.
Llason, Jr., as temporary Mess Officer. The first meel was served tonight.

Two Bombing &I1oo10ns.

'TuelJdjIY. !! February 12!J..

From toda;y's mission to Porto San Stefano, Italy, 1st Lt. Edgar (NM!)
Dorman's aircrsft failed to return. I'/ith hiJII flew the Commanding General

- :SEClr,'T
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Tuesday, !! Fe!irtw;y 12M Oont'd.

of the 63rd Fighter Wing, as Flight Commander. This was Lt. Dorman's
second mission with the 38lst Squadron. He was an experienced combat
pilot, having flown 20 missions with the 32lst Bomb Group. For Lt.
Callery, navigator on this aircraft, it liaS the second time in combat.
T/Sgt. ?insonault, radin operator, had flam 23 missions with the 321st
Group and two with the )Slst. Sgt. Senec wss on his sighth mission,
five of which were flown with the 321st. s/Sgt. Uohr, tail gunner,
though new to combat, was one of the Squadron'e oldest members. He
flew to England with the origble.l Flight Echelon as an aerial mechanic
in Lt. Robert lV. flIa.rtin's ere", and ssrved on the line as a meohanic
until going on combat. Bis first mission was on 6 February. This was
his second mission.

Two flights of fighters and a sea plane were dispatched, but were
unable to find any trace of the plane or its crew "hsn they arrived at
the scene of the crash 1.170 hours later. This is the thirteenth Squad­
ron plane miesing in aotion. Further details may be found in the Cas­
ualty Section. It is coincidental that the Squadron lost its first
1."0 airoraft one year ago this day. They "ere ships piloted by Oapt.
Walter P. Cl"Ul:lp and 1st Lt. Robsrt • COl< on Squadron Mission 23, over
Gsbes Airdrome, Tunisia.

S/Sgh. F. C. Collom, D. B. r.lalone and E. (NIlI) Pumm1ll IIIld Sgt.
I. D. Scott have been attached to the 42ath Squadron for ratione IIIld
dUty.

WednesdaY, ~ F,bruary ~.

2nd Lt. If. H. Kuester flew a single sortie as co-pilot of a J80th
ship. This "ae not credited as a mission far the 38lat.

One Sea Search, one Bombing Uission.

TIja;rsQq, lQ F@ Q4!x 12M.

A notice appeared on the bulletin board announcing that tomorrOll
morning at 08: 00 houre and tomorrow afternoon at 13:00 hours, trucks
w111 leave the Squadron area for the baths. lihat they will be like,
or "here they are, remains a mystery. The announcement itself was a

- 4 -
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Tliursav, lQ Fe!5ruory !2tJ. Cont I d.

s=prise, as there is absolutely nothing in the village which 'lIOUld give
the least indication that the natives were acquainted with this practice.
None of the buildings have bath rooms, and there isn't even ons native
built "Chick Sales" in the vicinity.

Two Sea Ssarchss.

Friap, 11 FeWuary l2!J..

The truck took off for the baths at the scheduled hour. Its des­
tination proved to he the village of Pietrapola, some 12 miles South
West of Ghisonaccia Station over narrow roade which twisted through the
mountains and ran aCross bridges which spanned _itt moving streams of
crystal clear mountain water. Trees and forests bordered the road all
the way, growing out of the IDOSS covered granite rock through which the
rosd was cut. The village, with some dozen houses in all, is located
on the side of a steep c8llYon. Descending a Wieting walk of cut gran­
ite blocks, one comes to the bath house, the largest building there.
Inside are 8IIl8ll roolllB with bath tuhs carved from solid stone. II1ld
sulphur water from natural hot springs !lOllS through large brass taps
which are so old that it makes one wonder it parhaps Napo:teon onCe
bathed in these lI&lle tubs.

One Sea Search.

Sutwaay, ~ Febrnarv l2!J..

Trucks left for the baths again today. Thie e!lllle schedule will be
repeated each Friday and Saturday.

Sixteen Frenoh officers, Spitfire pilots, were attached for rations
today.

Troublee, the Chaplain'e brown and white fox-terrier, preeent4d him
with a fam.i.4' of four pups today at 14:30 hours. The two boy pups are
black witb white spots, While the girla are white with black spote. Th.,.
look as though the,' will also be fox-terriers, but it is lIllyOne'e gDees,
for TroUble's romance was e quick one, and no one ever eaw the pupe father.

A few drape of snow fell after lunch.

One See, Search, one Bombing Mission.

- 5 -
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SWay, 1.2 February 12M.

" large ten tent hu been erected tor the Enlisted lien's 1Ill!lS8. It
looke like a small edition or a Barnum and Bail..,. Circus tent. Ite floor
hes been oovered with white sand, IIIld iIlprovised tables hav. been s.t up
pending the arrival ot the rest of our equipllent.

One Ses Search, one Bombing Miesion.

11."",, 11. l!bruary 12M.

Tbe wooden building vaoated by Intell1gsnoe IIIld Operations bas been
repeired, and will serve as a theatre.

The weatber is clearing a bit, and the sun cOllll!le out once in a whUe.
The wind whioh COIles ott the mountains is crisp with cold, but 1£ one can
lI&I'lage to gain shelter f'rom it, the hest ot the SUD 1s rell&l'lcabl3' intense.

Teo Bombing Missions.

Tuudax, 12 l"bm 12M.

The cOlIPlete absenoe of natives at GhillOnaccia Station hes .de tbe
sight ot a"oman a cOllplete novelty. Th..,. aran't just mighty lICa1'Oe _
they seem to be nonexistent. Considerable exoitelll8Dt took place, there­
tore, when a genuine women spent several hours in the Village toe!lQ'. This
exoitement was increased by the tact that she ..as 100% .Americen. Not only
that, but she 1s likel3' to be hers to ~, as ehe is a Red Cross Field
worker, and has expresssd en intention or eerving doughnuts to our combat
'len atter each mission. This wm be very nics, as interrogations with­
out doU€hnuts are a complete flop, trom a social point of view. Further­
more, nc self respecting Bomb Group would even think of fl3'ing a combat
m16s10n witbout a Red Cross Girl to welcoms its crees home. Now thet ..e
bave all of the aooouterments, our combat efficiec07 should improve by
leape and bounde.

Rations todq --- eevec packages ot cigarettes and a peanut bar.

One Sea Search, one Bombing Mission.

- 6 -
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1J'elf!!8!!da.!, 12 1"eWt!ary 12M.

Believe it or not, there is a lovely young lady in Chicago who is
suoplying the rats of Ghieonaccia Station, Corsica, with chocolate candy.
In~onceivable ae this may appear to be at first glance, it is a state­
ment of pure and simple truth. One Corporal Nels Johnson, Squadron chow­
hound and runner up for Champion Squadron letter 19I'iter, is the emissary
of the beaut1ful young lady from Chicago, whose name is Ruth. Ruth, of
oourse, is completely ignorant of the rat eitUlition, and if informed of
the goings-on in Corsica, would undoubtedly cease sending candy to said
Corporal. Thie is wbat is taking place: Nels resides in the attic of
one of the Hotel de la Gare's buildings and, in his capacity of Squadron
chow-hound, is always supplied with large stores of edibles: Candy froD
Chicago, nicl<ne.cks picked up at the mess hall for midnight sna.1(s, and
anything else in the line of food which he can lay his bands on. Nels
and his room mates, however, are not the only occupants of this ettie,
for there is a large colony of rats who also occup,y quarters in the same
building. Needless to say, the arrival of Nels and hie commisary was
heralded in the rat colony, who turned out one and all to give him a
proper welcome, and incidentally, to give his stores a tremsndous pound­
ing. Not only that, but in the process they kept Nels and all of his
friends awake all night f'or several nights. This Was a profound mistake
on their part, for Nels enjoys his slsep ..ith the same quiet enthusiasm
with which he goes for food.

Although usually very slow to become angry, this intrusion into his
sleep and thieVing of his food goaded Nels into a violent disnlay of tem­
per, which precipiteted a determination to completely exterminate the rats.
Not havillg a rat trap, Nela bad to depend on ingenu1t~·. Thets where Ruth' a
candy comes in. After a period of deep thought, subsequent preparationa
resulted in the following contrivance: A ten gallon can half full of water,
over which will be suspended on a long piece of string, a siZable chunk of
Ruth's chocolate candy, from Chicago. Leading up to the brim of the oan
from the floor ie a board. Over the top of the can ie a thin sheet of
paper, intended to oonceal the water below. Mr. Rat, and members of his
family; !lrB expected to run up the board searching for the chocolate, and
fall thro~h the paper cover of the Can into a watery grave.

Nels is going to set the trap just befors rstiring tonight.

Four Sea Searches.

- 7 -
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Tllursday, llljbruary 12M.

CpL johnson swoke early this 1lIOl'Ding, and without waiting to open
ths windowe to sdm1t light, grabbed his flashlight and hurried to the
rat trap to ,ee if anyth1ng bad happened. SOllsthing had, but not wbat
NsIs had expected. The ha1t --- t ounce of chocolate candY - __ was gons,
and there lrSre no dead rats. In addition, the rats had chswed a hole in
Sgt. £I. P. Damiano'e A-J bag and escaped with an sntire peanut bar. Nels
is undauntsd, and expresses an intention of rebaiting the trap tonight.

This aftsrnoon somsthing excesd1ng~ unusual happened in the Oper_
ations Offios. So unusual was it, that several Opsrations clerks were
Ilomentar~ on the vergs of apoplexy, IlOt to mention ths kind and degree
of apprehension which attacked a fsw /lajors and Captains at the _ tillle.
Everything had been running smoothly until the door opened, and a Brig­
adier General wallced in. That doeSll't happen every day, and neither does
the kind of a reception which he received. The first person to see h1lIl
was a Corporal in 3Soth Operations. Insteading of thunderiDg "A1"l'£lll'IOII!"
in a brisk G. I. IIl8DI18r, the Corporal looked up and yelled, "Hi, Budl"
cIsar across the room. All the occupants of the office, seeing what had
happened, froze in their boots and stood there bug-eyed. The General
didn't look at all IJUrpr1sed. In fact, when he heard the voice, a smile
spread across his face and grew as he advanced toward the CorporaL There
was a quick, firm handshake, and then the two of them hurried into a cor­
ner and cOllllll8nced tatll:1ng. Afterwards, the Corporal, who is John S. Crai­
gie, explained that he had eve17 right in the world to call the General
"Bud", for the General is his older brother --_ Generel Craigi8, CQII!!!!end­
ing General of the 82nd Fighter "'1ng.

There was a bit of rain last night, but not enough to lIake the ground
IIlUddj •

Two Sea Searchee, two BOIIIbing 1I188ions.

Nels Johnson I s ingenuity in desiguing rat traps has DOt yet been re­
warded with success, tbough the rats enjoyed the chocolate candy frOll Chi­
cago enough to COllie back for IIIOre last night.

"ord got around thi8 BlOrning that the wooden building being used for
1II0Ving pictures w111 be turned over to the Red Cross for an Enlisted lien's
CLUb. Confirming this news, tbree G. I. trucks drove up this afternoon

- 8 -
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and started unloedillg f'urniture, which Was taken illto the building. Its
a wonderful collection - •• the Red Cross must have ellptied 1!1Yer'1 second
hand furniture store in A,1acclo and Bastia, for the furniture ie of eve,.,.
aize, shape and desoription, and ie ill varied atates of repair, ranging
froll a1lIIoat tot&1lJ' wrecked tablea to fsirlJ' good overstuffed chairs.
Later in the day, Italian Prisoners began constructing a fireplace in
the building, under direction of Mr. Carver and the new Red Crose Girl.

Sgt. R. to Spradling returned troll the 15th Field Hospital.

One Sea Searoh, two Bombing Missions.

S!!'tgilla., 12 Febrqary ~.

Private Dick Wong, having heard of Cp!. Johnson's rat trouble, de­
cided that some oriental illgenu1t;y might be of some asaistance. There­
fore, the honorable ~Dickum· presented Nels with an electric rat trap,
complete with fuses and designed and constructed sntirelJ' b;y hill8Blf.
The onl;y thing not taken illto consideration was the fact that the &180­
tric power goes off at midnight, while the rats do not Yentura out until
04:()() hours.

CGe Bombing lI1118ion.

The rat situation is now wall in hand. Two of thea drowned in Nel'a
trap last night. The,. were large specimens, _BUring fifteen and eight­
een inches from nose to tail. It ia the contention of all of li.le'.
friends that if there ware a taxidermist in Ghiaonaccia, liele would have
had the rata there before he opened shop this morning.

Two BOmbing II1saions.

lIond,y, ~ february ~.

let Lt. Joseph M. Baisoh m haa been appointed Assiatant Squadron
lIess Officer, and has requestsd that suggestions for improving the DIBsS­
ing facilities be submitted to him.

·9­
... !

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED lAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED lAW E012958

• •
:l!51&r, &l Felruary~ C-sm'e'a'.

Corporal Peirre Sentoni of the French Air Corps, a friend of T/Sgt.
Jim Proffit's, has lived in Corsica most of his life. Corporal Santoni
says that from now on the weather will become definitely warmer, though
we oan expect hard raine during most of March. April, lAay and June are
the spring fllOnths, and are extremely pleasant. The rest of the _r,
however, is unbearable, and the natives take to the mountains to escape
the mosquitoea which arrive with fighter escort and the heet.

Corporal Victor If. Duncan transferred to the 42l!th Squadron.

One Bombing !.liasion.

Tuesday, ~ :P'eaM" ~.

George ',Iasbington has another birthday, and the war rumbles on.

One Sea Search.

Another rumor is afloat, this time a serious one. If it was con­
structed to worry chowhounds, it is certainly accomplishing its orig­
inator I s intentions, for mors than one of them is in a complete dither
as the result of hearing that the local quartermaster is about to run
out of food, and cannot obtain more because of transport difficulties.
Nevertheless, we had a very good lunch today: Boston baked beans, diced
ClU'rOts with butter, bread, coffee and butterscotch pudding.

One Sea Search.

THursday, ~ Felirgarr ~.

The rear detachment of the Squadron, 3 Officers and 38 Enlist~d U6n,
arrived at Ghisoosccia Station from Phil1ppevUle today, having come via
Bizerte and Ajaccio. They traversed the Mediterranean in a WT, and f&VI
if any of theo seem to feel that they would make good sailors. 1st Lt.
Donald D. Horrocks has promised to write a complete account of the trip,
which will eppear in the SpeCial l5vente Section.

T/Sgt. J. L. Proffitt is absent sick in the 15th Field Hoepital.

- 10 -
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Pvt. R. 1'1. Jamison, lIho was transferred out of the Squadron this
eummer after spending more thaD two months in the hospital. is back with
us again, baving bew reassigned to the Squadron from the 19th Replace­
ment Battalion.

Beoause of threatening weather, no missions lIere flown t<>day. This
is the first day since 5 February that this hae occurred.

FrlW, ~ Felinmry .!2!.1..

Bath day Slfain, and the trucks runbled off to Pietrapola through a
heavy rain. No missions "ere flown, as the field is a liquid mess of
sliny mud.

"Troubles's' puppies bave opened their eyes, and are commencing to
cra"l around at a great rate. "Troubles' is going to have plenty of trou­
ble keeping an eye on all of thelll when they learn to "alk, for they prom­
ise to be very active. Too bad "Queenie" can't be here to see her grand­
children, as she would bave good reason to be very proud of them.

1st Lt. Vincent A. Collins was pro)llOted to the rank of Captain as
of 28 January 1944, "bile 2nd Lts. Robert A. I.lcLaughlin and Adu C. Sob­
windle became First Lieutenants as of the same dste.

No Missions.

Because local raiDll bave rendered Gbisonaccia Station's landing strip
almost completely unaervioable, the t"o flights of tour B-25-G' s eaob "hiob
took off on sea sweeps today landed at Borgo, "bare they will be based tem­
porarily. Ground crews and administrative personnel sui'i'icient to haDdle
the eight ships want up by truck.

Sgt. J. P. Thompson offioiated at our first mail call in I!I)re than
a "eek. Incoming mail has been scerce since "e arrived in Corsica, and
there seem to be no prospects for improvement.

The new Red Cross Service Club opened tonight "ith a bang. The bang
"as supplied by the ne" Red Cross girl, r.tadam Ethel Bellet, and consisted
of coi'tee and doughnuts served before the mammoth ne" fire place, and the

- 11 -
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Illusic of a five piece orchestra. The Service Club is qpected to be very
popular, as Lladam Bsllet has exercised CIucb ingenuity in the procurement
and arrangement of its appointments. The llI1ack bar will not be opened
until the ~ennaeter is able to supply the snacks --- there ie a shor­
tage of food right now.

After three days of searching, tbe Sergeant detailed to call on /law
Bellet and immortalize her in the Squadron History, finally ambushed her
in the Red Cross Office whsre lIhe was making a telephone call. The Madam,
who never stll)'s in one place longer then a minute at a time, WaS too busy
to give an interview, as there were still a number of lAst minute details
to be attended to before tonight's opening. Llr. Carver, AJr",rican Red
Cross Field Director attached to the Group, volunteered to pinch-hit after
the Madam swished out of the office trailing three Captains in her wske.

According to llr. Carver, who regrete that his knowledge of her bio­
grapb;r is limited, .!adam Bellet bails from Chicago by way of Paris and
Algiers. Sha married a Frenchman before the War and reeided with him in
Parie until 1939, when they lIIOVed to Africa. When the Red Cross arrived,
Madam Bellet joined it and became active in establishing the Enlisted
Men' e club at Algiers, where ehe remained until coming to Corsica two
months ago. She finde Corsica, and especially Ghisonaccia, a little on
the rough side but feels compensated for the hardships she 1e under oing
by her succeeses in accomplishing good worke among the men. She expects
the snack bar to crown her previous achievements, and is most aoxious to
get it under way. She doesn't know whet she's in for, as ths chow-hounds
in the 3!llst alone will probably put a pretty heavy strain on her facili­
ties.

Its all very nice, of course, and we are deeply a preciative of the
/ladam's efforta on our behalf. She deserves our highest praise and respeot,
but, doggone it, whatever she does, she "ill never never never be able to
give us anything like our own good old Kuku Nut Gmve.

Sunaay, ~ February 12M..

Work Was cOllWlenced today on the construction of a new mess hall. The
lower floor of one of the buildings will be devoted to ths officers' mess
and the enlisted Dlens' mess. Right now, details are busily replAcing a
miesing roof on one section with tarpaulins. It is going to be a vsry
agreeable set-up; far more convenient for everyons. \1ben meals aren't
being served, the mess hall will be used as a day room. Apropos of the
mese, the foll""ing was overheard in the Orderly Room. "Our cooke possess
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the rare ability of being able to serve burned beans which are neither
heated nor cooked." Toc true.

More rain with tbunder, and believe it or not, pink lightning.
Sounds like something which might have been served at the Kuku Nut Gruve.

No Missione.

!4ondaY, ~ F'Drtzar1 12M.

There has been monkey business going on in the 428th Squadron. The
monkey in the case belongs to 2nd Lt. Jerry Baraniuk, and ie named "Jose­
phine". Josephine, an extremely intelligent young lady, is sometimes re­
ferred to as "Josie" and is occasionally called ''Squeeky" for short. Lt.
BaraniuJc, who acquired Josephine in South America, frequently experiences
difficulties in catering to her very complex personality: She likee to
climb and swing on a system of ropes which hsve been strung about the
building for her amusement; she is passionately fond of dogs, but so far
has had little success in reciprOcated affection, as her technique is
usually regarded by the dogs as being too aggressive. One of her more
ahnoying preoccupations has been jumping On the shoulders of her master'e
friends and visitors, and searching for !leae, or perhaps mechanized dand­
ruff, in their hair. lJost people do not appreciate the implications of
these attentions. It is said that one stick of chewing gum will purchase
Josephine's good will for an entire hour.

Josephine is devoted to Lt. BaraniuJc, and usually attelllots, in typi­
cal monkey fashion, to imitate all of his actions. Heretofore, these
imitations have besn innocent fun for the moat part, but the other day
Josephine almost got herself into a serious jllJll. It resultsd from her
habit of sitting before the fire, hours at a t1me, baking the Coraican
cold out of her bones. During these periods of ...d1tation, she had fre­
quently watched Lt. Baraniuk pick up a bottle of gasoline and uSe it to
help the fire along. Josephine has always been delighted with the effect
thus achieved, and so, 1Ihen left alone for a Illoment, ahe decided to try
it herself. After all, why shouldo't a girl have some fun onCe in a whUe,
eepeciall;y when no one is there to interfere? After a moment or two of
eustained temptation, Josephine reached for the bottle. It was full, and
heav;y. Swish --- a epray of gaeoline and then the puff of a sall explo­
sion. She pushed the bottle !'rom her, and it rolled across the room trail­
ing a growing path of fire. At that moment, Lt. Baraniuk retUrned, and
found a very scared little monkey aqueeling in a corner and surrounded by
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1'1ames. They looked awfully big to her, but the Lieutenant was able to
put them out speedily. Total damage, aside from Joeephine's shattered
neneB: A badly burned table, and a ruined field jacket. Ever aince
thie horrible incident, Joeephine'e demeanor bee heen most contrite and
Lt. Baraniuk feels quite certain tbet she has amended her 1944 New Year's
rellOlutione to include a clause which will out-law monkeying with fire.

No Missions.

Tuesday, ~ rem 9lA Y~.

The sun came up this morning in an almost cloudlese sky, and smiled
down on mud drenched Ghisonaccis Station almost as though it were pleased
about SOlll8thing. This pleasant phenomena continued until noon, when a
low ceiling closed in and once more bathed the base in gloom.

All of the enlisted personnel who were at Borgo returned this after­
noon, as plans for operating from that field have beAn abandoned. Offi­
cers are expected to follow tomorrow.

At pay call this afternoon, ribbons of the good conduct medal were
given to those who are entitled to wear them.

Dinner was served tonight in the new nese hall. It is a great iJII­
provement over the old mess tent.
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"TIlE RUlIlUWl~ FROM DRIC."

CB

"llHI NOr TO CIT STl.:K WI'lJj TJ18 RJWi mJllKLOlI"

B7 let Lt. Donald D. Horrock••

With lobs ....10_ and Capt. Ksrollell peraitting, w. were gr~
gett1llc our pel'8ODDel and equi~nt on it. wq to the nft ba.. in CO~

sic., bat gr~. Priorities constantl,y cbaDged plans, and Ilaker
two fiTe. carried unprecedent«l load.. HaviDg no particular desire
to foraeke the "Battle of PbU1ppertllen for an unIr:Down qlWltit,', I
w•• putting ott • personal departure to tbs last m1mlte. A.t tbs last
II1IIate, .llaJor Curpbell w.. IIeIlt ahead to Bizerte as Liaieon Of'ticer,
80 I w•• stuck with tbs babr -.- tbs dreaded _e br land and w.ter.
The last two dqs .10 P-Tille ...re filled 'dth bard wwll:, lIO_ts ot
despair and oocasional ooaic re11et. lith tbirtT-eight MD, 1IOstl,y
UDaTallab1e driT8l's, III8d1c. and headquarters eaplO)"lld pereonnel, we
loaded plane., traiD. and truclts f8l' into each night. Bow eighty tone
of equiplllent ...re loaded into the epece for twenty-three ton. on the
forty and eighte will alwqe prove • I117ster;y. AI!I -we resched the dead­
l1Dl!l, with 1117 p.tience rwming low and the backs of the _n nesring
the breaking point, IICJl8 honest·to-God hardworking mbs /UlP88l'ed on
the scene and saved the daT. Each man took over a detail of our neti....
friend. and directed the work of strild.ng tents and loading equipment.
With the work f1.Da1l,y oompleted as tbs I!IlID was dieappearing below the
horiaoD, cUle the pe.y ott. We were prepared to pass out • tft odd cans
of "C" rations that just wouldn't fit into our loading plane, but not
to teed the whole Moelem world. lith a bit ot promleoucus fir1Dg of
SIIal1 &nI8 and the arrinl ot CoL Bower, .e were able to dieperse the
howling mob.

Haapered br raiD and IIUd in the typical 3loth tradition, we lIOTed
out the next daT, l"ebl'uarr 8, br oonT07. Midwq along tbs route, which
for eo... unknown reaeon wae the long and treacherous ODe br 8a7 ot Soult
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!braa, I waa designated to atrike ahead and procure ehelter for tile
night for the troop.. Upon arrival at Soule n Arbra, di.1Y froll the
lDOun'tain ourns and thaDktul for the cODJP«ll7 of (M.) "!Ir" Potta, I
reqa1e1tioDed a building in town --- said requisition inTolrtng 80118
atrong 81'11 work on various and lIUDd1'J" doors.

The CODV01 ran out of gas in the lIIOUD'ta1Da and dido' t A&Ica the
ataging area until 05: 30 hours, too late to use the luxurious abelter.
Filled to tha brill with aoffee, the second lap was begun; --- a IDOd
night·s sleep was had b1 DODe. Arter an uneventrul trip, tha lIhambles
that was Bizerte hove in sight and we proceeded to our bivouac area
tor the Il1gbt and III8IlY to COIlll. I should mention that tha warehoUlles
of this well hamlered town were c!mclc full --- thus, we ate like kings
and wallowed in P.I. ratione for thoee ten dqe. Details were the or­
der or the dq amid the cold, rain and mud. 01dt1lllera of the ~ Belle­
Ion were baard to rellllU'k, "Shades of Tatarouil"

All IIlV etrorte as Acting Special Serrice otficer to raise the
IIOrale above thDughts or raiD and IIUd and IlUd and rain were 1netreotual.
ilgain, the strain was eased b;y the antice of "lI1eterl Pottel hia 'tales
of "llathaniel, IIabel and John lfartin", and hie iDaolent but VU7 SllDS­
ing 1lI1tations of well known Group 1lheel••

With tha adYent of IIIIlbarkation orders was a feeling of lI1JI:ed 8110­
tiona for Il&llT of us. 1I'as the .aparture fro. £fries --- the land or
IIUd and Arabs, such an event with thoae 11~ hours b;y the rail to
which to look fonard? At 4 P.11., Februa1':Y 21, we eaned. His llaJes­
t,..· s Ship Boxer was well fitted out but, like all LST' a, was blessed
with a flat bottom. The resultant wave spanking was enough to turn
the stomach of tha IIIOst initiated land-lubber. The general feeling
of nausea was not abetted b.r the thoughts or U-boats and dive bollbers.
froll the eh1p' a otricere we learned that two Il8rchant eh1pe had been
torpedoed a fn houra beh1nd us. Thank God there was oulT 24 hours
of it -- the supposed benefits or ille in the Navy seemed 1ntiniteaimal
in contraet to our loveq life aboard terra firma. At laet, late in
the af'tarnoon on Fe1lru&17 22, j,jaccio was a~ and we DO longer wan­
ted to die. As the birthplace of Napoleon, it probabq looka ver;y IIQCh
DOW as it did in hia da:r. nth quaint buildinga against a baclrground
of anow capped IlOIIDtaiDa, we relived the traveloguea of yore. 1la1n,
but of DOurae, the firet in a month for thia rooky isle. The mud laoke
the lI11Cilage-like quality of the Atrican variet,.. and no Arabe flVer;y-
one eeems hapw. A fn nighte in a pleasant woodland dell, a chance to
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aee the eights and learn of the outragsous black .market prieBS aDd we I re
ott egain.

Ilejoining the Group seems like coming home. The iC)', bliZZard swept
mountain road is discardsd for a more lei8llreq Southern rout.. Though
the route is indefinite, the landacape is one of beauty. Gh1l1Ollaooia,
here we co1l81
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