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SECEET

AVIGNON

By

lst Lt, 0. L. J. Twedt as told
to Capt. Robert Pemberton

This, my 43rd combat mission, was different. It was to be my first
mission as a first pilot, and the crew, after long months of training in
the United States, were to experience their first taste of combat. Fur-
thermore, in the briefing we learned that the target was defended by 6
hegvy flak batteries and that previous missions in that vieinity hed been
intercepted by enemy fighters.

We piled into the trucks at the Briefing Room and bounced out to the
plane and climbed aboard. We pulled out of the dispersal area to wait for
our turn to take off. Finally it came, and the plane streaked down the
runway and the ground dreopped out from under us. We circled the field,
Jockeyed into position off Lt. G. K. McDonald's right wing and headed for
the target. Everything went along smoothly and the crew behaved like
veterans.

Five minutes before the target, just as we made our turn at the I.P,,
big black puffs of smoke started coming up. They were bursting damn close
and as we leveled ocut for cur bomb rumn, there was a puff close to the left
wing, followed by a thumping sound. It had caught our port gas tank, and
fuel started to run out. The plane lurched upward, as Lt. Smith's voice
over the interphone announced that bombs were away. While we were follow-
ing Lt. McDonald in a elimbing left turn which soon brought us out of range
landed squarely in the target area.

Our gas tank sealed itself and was no longer leaking. So far so good.
But then Cpl. H. A. Bobber received a radioc message from Lt. MeDonald's
aireraft. He instructed us to move out of formation, as his port engine
had been hit and he was feathering its prop. In the meanwhils, the 2nd
element had fallen back. Lt. Larkin, its element leader, was also on a
single engine.

Lt. Eichten had taken over the controls, and I had pushed back the
seat for a cigarette, when two eingle engined aircraft appeared alangside.
They were rocking their winge and looked remarkably like P-51's, but Cpl.
Paolini, the turret gunner, was not fooled by their maneuvers, When the
~ two fighters turned and attacked from 9 o'clock, he opened fire as soon
as they had turned their noses toward us. His fire was accurate, for as
one of the ME~109's passed above us it was smoking.

SECREI
.
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