
379th Bombardment Squadron

History for the month of April 1945

Section I...Outline of Month’s Activities Prepared by Sgt. Albert Sulman

The month of April was crammed-full with operational and social activities.  In the beginning of the 
month, our organization moved from our old base at Ghisonaccia, Corsica to a new location at Fano, 
Italy.  Most of us agreed that this was the best set up we have yet had, since coming overseas.  Most of 
the personnel are living in buildings now, discarding the pyramidal tents which have been our “homes” 
for so long.  One building is taken over by the Orderly Room, Intelligence Section, Personnel, the Mail 
Room and the Dispensary.

One grand feature about our new base is the variety of recreational and diversion facilities.  There are 
two movie theatres, so that one could see a different film every night if he cared to.  Also, the local 
Italian civilians have their own symphony orchestra, and give a concert every week.  So far, the 
majority of persons in the audience have been G.I.’s… Two touring stage shows were presented in 
April, “The Night of January 16th,” and “Kiss and Tell,” and both were enjoyed by our boys.  Fano is on
the Adriatic coast, and there is a fine beach available...our boys well take advantage of it as soon as the 
weather is suitable.

The news of the death of our Commander-in-Chief, President Roosevelt was a shock to us all...but our 
fight against the enemy went on as usual, as he would have wished it.  The month of April proved to be 
the final full month of warfare against the Italians and Germans, fighting Northern Italy and in 
Germany and other countries of Europe.  The American 5th Army and the British 8th Army began their 
final offensive, and it proved to be so powerful, that the enemy never recovered from the initial blows.  
Our Squadron flew a record number of missions, from fragging troop concentrations around Bologna 
and other areas south of the Po River, to knocking out bridges which form the vital links of 
communications in the Brenner Pass line.  Under such concentrated pounding, the enemy disintegrated,
and our ground forces reached their objectives in northern Italy...Italian patriots took over the industrial
cities of the North, Mussolini was executed, and all German armies in Italy surrendered 
unconditionally.  And so the month of April ended...we could see that the Germans would surrender 
unconditionally in all Europe within a week or so...May would be the month of Victory in Europe!

New combat crews reported to the Squadron for duty, replacing men who had completed their tours and
were already on orders to return to the States on well-earned furloughs.  Other men were sent to rest 
camps at Rome, Cannes, and Naples.  Now that we are in Italy, we hope to be able to see other cities of 
historic interest, such as Venice and Florence.

And so ended one of the busiest and most fruitful months in the history of our Squadron overseas.  We 
are looking to the future for more fields to conquer!



Section II……

Squadron Diary   Day-by-Day

1 Easter Sunday...a large gathering attended Easter services at our chapel, both military personnel 
and civilians...Our clocks were moved one hour ahead...Five new combat crews reported to the 
Squadron for duty...Sgt. Bernard B. Barrett, missing in action, was promoted to the grade of Staff 
Sergeant...Flight Officers Donald N. Alsworth and Everett F. Smith were appointed Second 
Lieutenants...Eighteen of our aircraft participated in the bombing mission against the Crema Railroad 
Bridge in Italy.  No opposition was encountered.

2 The first echelon left by vehicle to our new base at Fano, Italy, via LST...1st Lt. Finis G. Schell 
was relieved from assignment and transferred to the 7th Replacement Depot for transhipment to the 
U.S….No mission for our Squadron on this day.

3 Movie: “The Suspect,” a psychological murder-drama with Charles Laughton...Six aircraft went
on the mission to bomb the Railroad Bridge at Camposanto, Italy.

Figure 1: Base Chapel at Ghisonaccia



4 C-47’s and B-25’s are making numerous trips to our new base at
Fano, Italy, moving personnel and equipment...1st Lt. Daniel E Sachs was
appointed Captain...2nd Lt. Harrison Clark Jr., 2nd Lt. Ralph G. Dromgoole,
2nd Lt. Ning Lee, 2nd Lt. Edward J. LeTarte, 2nd Lt. Thomas M. Miller were
appointed First Lieutenants...1st Lt. Basil O Temple, mission action since 11
November 1944, returned to duty, after several months behind enemy lines
in Italy, hiding out with the partisans...Twelve of our planes took part in the
bombing raid on the Drauburg Railroad Bridge in Austria.

5 Technical Sergeants Robert C Hayes, Lewis A Holloway, and Michael R Zamponi were relieved
from assignment and transferred to the 7th Replacement Depot for transhipment to the U.S...Fifteen of 
our aircraft participated in the mission to bomb the Steinach South Railroad Bridge in Austria.  Flak 
was heavy, scant, out of range.

6 Nine of our planes attacked the Ostiglia Railroad Bridge in Italy.  Flak was heavy, scant, and 
inaccurate.  No enemy fighters were encountered.

7 Moving personnel and equipment to our new base at Fano, Italy continues...1st Lt. Basil O 
Temple was transferred to the 7th Replacement Depot for Transhipment to the U.S...No mission today.

8 Six aircraft participated in the bombing mission against the Railroad Diversion Bridge at San 
Michele, Italy.  No enemy opposition encountered.

9 With the exception of the rear echelon unit remaining at Ghisonaccia, Corsica, all personnel and
planes are now at the new base in Fano, Italy.  Most of the men are occupying buildings requisitioned 
from civilians.  We find this to be the best “setup” we have yet had overseas.  The new enlisted men’s 
Mess hall is coming up rapidly.  The operations of our Squadron are in no way slowed up by this 
move...twenty one of our aircraft participated in the day’s mission against enemy troops and equipment 
at Imola, Italy.  No opposition was encountered.

  Imola Defense Area

Figure 2: Douglas C-47 Skytrain



10 Eighteen planes took part in the raid on enemy troop concentrations at Conselice, Italy.  Flak 
was scant to moderate, heavy and fairly accurate…

11 Men in the rear echelon arrived at Fano...The new base is fairly well set up by now...We took 
part in two bombing missions today...nineteen planes dropped fragmentation bombs on enemy troop 
concentrations at Argenta, Italy.  In the second mission, twelve of our ships hit the Lavezzola troop 
concentration area in Italy.

12  We were saddened by the news of the sudden death of our Commander-in-Chief, President 
Roosevelt...S/Sgt. Harry D. Evans and Sgt. Wayne J. Cassens were relieved from assignment and 
transferred on rotation to the 7th Replacement Depot for transhipment to the U.S...M/Sgt. Johnnie H. 
Peters also left for the U.S. for recovery purposes...T/Sgt. Gerald T. Webb, S/Sgt. Chester O. Edgar, and
Sgt. John H. Mayberry were assigned and joined...Six aircraft participated in the mission to bomb the 
Vo Sinistro Railroad Bridge, Italy.

13 Usual field duties, with no mission.

14 We are continuing our close ground support missions...Twelve planes attacked the San 
Ambrogio Railroad Bridge.  In the second mission of the day, twelve of our planes attacked enemy 
troop concentrations at Argenta, Italy…

15 Seventeen aircraft attacked the Praduro Reserve Area in Italy.  Flak was heavy, scant, 
inaccurate.

Figure 3: Building requisitioned for 310th Bomb Group Headquarters



16 We are eating in the incompleted enlisted men’s Mess hall while it is being built above our 
heads!...Twelve planes to attack the Casalecchio Road Bridge, Italy, but mission was abortive...bad 
weather was encountered.  Six of our planes later bombed the Porto Maggiore Area, Italy.

S/Sgt. John J Koren and S/Sgt. John R. Vollers Jr. were promoted to the
grade of Technical Sergeant...Sgt. Joseph A. Cahalane, Sgt. William H.M.
Carr and Sgt. James C Gaither were promoted to the grade of Staff
Sergeant...Sgt. George G Jollie, absent sick 60th Station Hospital was also
promoted to the grade of Staff Sergeant...Cpl. Frank Abbate and Cpl.
Alfred R. Richardson were promoted to the grade of Sergeant...Flight
Officer Ray H. Judd was appointed 2nd Lt...S/gt. Robert E. Sauer and S/Sgt.
Kenneth P Snyder assigned and joined.

17 Pvt Morris J Williamson was promoted to the grade of
Corporal...Seventeen of our aircraft bombed the Road Bridge at
Casalecchio, Italy...In the second mission of the day, seventeen of our
planes attacked the Pradura Area, Italy, with fragmentation bombs.

18 Stage Show: “The Night of January 16th,” with the old-timer John Miljan.  12 G.I.’s were picked
from the audience to serve as the jury and the play proved to be a comical success...Twelve of our 
aircraft dropped frags on the enemy troop concentrations at Paderno, Italy.

  

19 The following enlisted me were promoted to the grade of Private First Class:  Pvts.:  Worth M. 
Beacham, Anthony Catino, Frederick C Ferraiuolo, Vernon L Fielden, Ralph H Gillespie, John W 
Gilmour, Leon E Glazer, Carl A Grant, Bartholomew E Hoye Jr., Robert W Jamison, George M 
Stevenson...Twelve aircraft participated in the frag bomb attack on the Budrio Defense Area in Italy.  In
a second mission, six of our planes bombed the Calliano Railroad Bridge in Italy.
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20 2nd Lt. Styron R. Pool was assigned and joined...Several new combat crews arrived...Eighteen 
planes did a good job of bombing the San Ambrogio Fill, Italy.

21 T/Sgt. Walter T Overby, S/Sgt. Robert C Geike, S/Sgt. George Prout were relieved from 
assignment and transferred to the 7th Replacement Depot for transhipment ot the U.S...Also T/Sgt. 
Clarence H Holland and T/Sgt. Arnold D. Stachowski left, on their way back to the U.S….six of our 
planes took part in the mission to bomb the Railroad Bridge at Steinach, Austria, but adverse weather 
conditions prevented attack.  In the second mission, twelve of our planes attacked the Ficarolo Pontoon 
Bridge Abutment and Ferry Landing in Italy.

Figure 7: Ficarolo Pontoon Bridge Abutment



22 Stage Show:  “Kiss and Tell,” a lively sex-studded comedy, enjoyed by G.I.’s who packed the 
theatre...Eighteen of our planes attacked the Ficarolo Ferry Landing, Italy.  Later, two of our aircraft 
attacked the Occhiobello Ferry Pier.

23 Capt. Truman R Coble, Capt. Carl E. Rinehart, Cpl. Partick J. Neeley, were transferred to the 
6577th Mobile Flying Control Unit...2nd Lt. Walter E Grauman was appointed 1st Lt...Twelve aircraft 
attacked the Ostiglia South Ferry Stage.  Later in the day, three planes attacked the Borgoforte South 
Ferry Stage, and twelve aircraft attacked the Dolce Rail Fill in Italy.

24 S/Sgt. Howard l. Case, S/Sgt. Frank M. Faff, and S/Sgt. Joseph F. Rosenhauer were promoted to
the grade of Technical Sergeant...Sgt. William Feinstein, Sgt. Francis X. Flynn, Sgt. Roy E. Gaines, 
Sgt. John C. Simmons were promoted to the grade of Staff Sergeant...Cpl. William G. DiPeppi, Cpl. 
Jack E. Harcher, Cpl. Kenneth Hora, Cpl. Frank A Lund, Cpl. Enrico J. Marino, Cpl. Robert W. 
Phillips, Cpl. William J. Quinn, Cpl. William W. Ramsay, Cpl. George H. Ramsey, Cpl. Henry Rosen, 
Cpl. Arthur Weiner were promoted to the grade of Sergeant...Cpl. James McCain and T/5 Benjamin 
Levenson were assigned and joined...Sgt. James E. Sullivan was discharged from the service for a few 
hours to be sworn in as a warrant officer in the Army of the United States...Twelve planes attacked the 
Peri Rail Fill, Italy.  Later, twelve planes attacked the Toricella Ferry Stage…

25 A formation was held to present combat awards to officers and men of our Squadron.  Present at
the ceremony were Wing Commander Brig. Gen. Robert D. Knapp and Group Commander Peter H. 
Remington...Six aircraft bombed the Calliano Railroad Bridge in Italy.  In the second mission of the 
day, six of our planes bombed the Rovereto Railroad Bridge, Italy.  No opposition was encountered.

26 1st Lt. Vincent S. Haneman Jr., S/Sgt. Raymond E. Forsyth, S/Sgt. Louis L. Oddenino, T/Sgt. 
Leonard R. Kuschel were relived from assignment and transferred to the 7th Replacement Depot for 



transhipment to the U.S...S/Sgt. Frederick B. Plunkett was transferred to the 6577th Mobile Flying 
Control Unit...Mission was abortive due to adverse weather conditions…

27 A rainy day, and no mission...Sgt. Edward B. Ely, Sgt. Vincent J. Bellissimo Jr., Sgt. Leonard J. 
Gazdeck, Sgt. Wayne R. Page were promoted to the grade of Staff Sergeant...Cpl. Lemuel H. Walker, 
Cpl. Richard M. Way, Cpl. Morris J. Williamson were promoted to the grade of Sergeant...Pvt. Victor 
S. Cserer, Pvt. William H. Flowers, Pvt.Louis R. Gentilcore, Pvt. James R. Green, Pvt. Albert E. 
Griffin, Pvt. John V. Jackson, Pvt. Clayton Taub, Pvt. Askins W. Taylor were promoted to the grade of 
Private First Class.

28 Again a rainy day, and no mission...Good Conduct Medals were passed out by Squadron Supply
to authorized personnel…

29 No mission...Usual field duties.

30 Payday...P.X. rations were sold…

Total Officers assigned at end of April, 1945 136
Total Enlisted Men assigned at end of April 387



Section III…..

Mission Rosters and Mission Reports

[See the original diary for Rosters and Reports]

Section IV…..

Casualties

On the bombing mission of 9 April, with the Defense Area at Imola, Italy, as the target, Sergeant 
George G. Jollie received a compound fracture of the left arm and left leg, when a few fragmentation 
bombs from an element flying above dropped into his radio compartment and exploded…

On the bombing mission of 21 April, with the Pontoon Bridge Abutment and Ferry Landing at Ficarolo,
Italy as the target, Staff Sergeant Philip R. Jackson received slight lacerations of the left thigh from 
enemy flak



Awards and Decorations

Air Medal

[See original General Orders for award of clusters]

28 March 1945

Harrison Clark Jr
Harry R McKenny
Wayne R Page

2 April 1945

John E Castro

4 April 1945

Donald Olsen
Anthony E Wilbik

9 April 1945

Donald D Hastings
Robert T Hricko
Kermit D Guthrie
Vincent J Bellissimo, Jr
Edward B Ely
Roy E Gaines
Leonard J Gazbeck
Lewo L Gries
Joseph Kristof
George P Moloney

24 April 1945

Donald D Halter
George G Jollie



Soldier’s Medal

Philip M Allen

Distinguished Flying Cross

Walter E Harrington
Theodore J [illegible]
Glen L Rhodes
George H Simon
John M Ford
William H Poole
Saul Walsh
Eugene M Remes
John E Carroll

Silver Star

Francis Roberts

Bronze Star

[None]

Purple Heart

Philip R Jackson



Section VII

Special Events and Miscellaneous

[Individuals mentioned in public relations releases]

Lt. William N. Poole
F/O Vincent J. Mihlfried
George G Jollie
S/Sgt. John E. Argo
Cpl. Jack E. Harcher
S/Sgt. Charles J. Adams

Pvt. Robert W. Jamison

S/Sgt. Samuel D. Hinkle

Photo section:

Sgt. Anthony Cupoli
Peggy Dent
Cpl. James Knapp
S/Sgt. Leonard
Sgt. Kunshier
Sgt. Gillespie
Sgt. Becker
Cpl. Rittman

Gen. Eaker
Col. Remington
Gen. Knapp
Col. Bell
Major Hone

Cpl. North 
Sgt. Senter
Sgt. Plant
Sgt. Hinkle

Major Philip M Canale Jr

Capt. Jack K Brown

T/Sgt. “Bob” Tischler


