
379th Bombardment Squadron

History for the month of March 1945

Section I...Outline of Month’s Activities Prepared by Sgt. Albert Sulman

The month of March, 1945, was one of the most active in the long history of our overseas operations.  
Numerous missions and sorties were added to our already high record...targets in Austria were hit as 
well as the usual series of bridges which make up the enemy’s lines of communications in Northern 
Italy and the famed Brenner Pass routes...Bombing accuracy and efficiency was, on the whole, very 
good.

After more than a year on the island of Corsica, we are finally coming to the end of our stay at the 
Ghisonaccia Air Base.  Several men were already sent to our new Base at Fano, Italy, to make the 
necessary preparations for the rest of the Squadron.

Off-duty activities consisted of movies, U.S.O. stage shows, softball games, and men were sent to rest 
camps at Rome and Capri…

Lt. Col. Manford J. Wetzel, our Squadron Commander since September, 1943, finally left for the States
for a well-earned rest, and we welcomed our new C.O., Major George N. Evans, former Operations 
Officer of the 428th Bombardment Squadron.  Major Evans’ record is an enviable one in the Group, and
we feel fortunate to come under his Command.

The I & E program continued to attract interest among personnel of the Squadron, with weekly lectures
and discussions, guest speakers, and G.I. movies on the War fronts.  Soon we hope to have various 
classes started, to teach such subjects as Italian, Physics, and Salesmanship.  A class in Algebra is 
already organized and under way.

The original Air Echelon boys completed two and a half years overseas service, and are still going 
strong.  We have seen this European War from the earliest days of the North African Landings, and 
hope to be around on the day when the enemy folds up for good, and the Yanks take over Germany 
with our gallant allies...Then, we shall turn our efforts to another part of the World, for the final phase 
of the War.



Section II……

Squadron Diary   Day-by-Day

1 No mission.  A lot of mail is coming in now.

2 No mission.  Sgt. Joseph Kristof and S/Sgt. Donald Olsen were assigned and joined the 
squadron.

3 Mission to bomb the Salorno Rail Embankment, Italy.  No enemy
opposition was encountered.  Movie: “And Now Tomorrow,” plus G.I.
Shorts and Newsreel...a good show.

4 Mission to bomb the Salorno Rail Embankment again.  Flak was
heavy, scant and inaccurate...The weekly Discussion Club met in the E.M.
Mess Hall.  There was a good attendance.  The Group Dental Surgeon gave
a talk on the significance of the Crimean Conference; a week’s review of
the War situation was given, and the program concluded with G.I.
movies...Flight Officer Donald D. Halter was assigned and joined the
Squadron…

5 No mission.  We bought 12th Air Force scarfs at Squadron
Supply...The original Air Echelon boys concluded two and a half years
service overseas, and they celebrated appropriately…

Figure 1: 1944 12th Air Force Scarf



6 Mission to bomb the Ossenigo Rail Fill and Gun Positions, Italy.
Flak was heavy, moderate and accurate...Thirteen of our planes
participated...Movie:  “The Animal Kingdom,” plus G.I. movies, which
presented interesting films on the War fronts...A rigid tent inspection was
held by Capt. Bailey…

7 Thirteen of our aircraft participated in the bombing mission to
Staz Di Ceraino, Italy.  Flak was heavy, scant to moderate, accurate...S/Sgt. Francis McGrath returned 
to the Base after spending a few months behind enemy lines in Italy.  He had bailed out of his disabled 
ship on 11 November, 1944...1st Lt. Carl E. Rinehart and 1st Lt. Paul E. Rova were appointed 
Captains…..

8 None of our planes took part in the day’s mission...We were entertained
by a U.S.O. troupe; there was a grand M.C. with a few gals who were
mediocre, but they tried hard anyway...A large mail call today...Movie:  Paul
Muni and Merle Oberon played excellent roles in “A Song To Remember,” the
life story of the Polish pianist and composer, Frederic Chopin…

9 Mission to bomb the Ora Railroad Diversion Bridge, Italy… Flak was
heavy, scant to moderate, fairly accurate… “The Goons” played a practice
game of softball, anticipating a hectic season this Spring...1st Lt. Wilson O
Barnes, T/Sgt. Everett A. Britton, T/Sgt. Roy L. Mincy, S/Sgt. Lawrence J.
LeBoeuf and S/Sgt. Francis B. McGrath were relieved from assignment with
our Squadron and transferred to the 7th Replacement Depot for transhipment to
the U.S...Capt. Robert J. Fitzsimmons was assigned to Hq Twelfth Air
Force...Cpl. John M. Stocking, Cpl. Edmund L. Stush, and Cpl. Jack R. Shedd were assigned to the 
Squadron…

10 Mission to bomb the Ora Railroad Bridge, Italy.  Fifteen of our
aircraft took part.  Flak was heavy, moderate to intense, and accurate...The
other Squadrons lost 4 ships on this raid...Movie: “The Keys of the
Kingdom,” a fairly interesting film...P.X. rations were sold today…



11 Eleven of our planes bombed the Railroad Bridge at Drauburg, Austria.  No enemy opposition 
was encountered...This was our first mission against an enemy target in Austria...Weekly Discussion 
Club met in the E.M. Mess Hall; Capt. Shelton was the guest speaker and his subject was “France.”  A 
war review was also given and movies were shown of activities on the various War fronts...1st Lt. 
Robert J. Clemence was appointed Captain…

12 Mission to bomb the Postumia S. Railroad Bridge, Italy...No enemy
opposition encountered...The payroll was signed today.  Most of the
Squadron personnel received immunization shots.  In a softball game, the
combat enlisted men beat “The Goons” in a five-inning game, 5 to
4...Classes in Elementary Algebra began, with 20 students in attendance.
Pfc Angelo Tomasulo is the instructor...2nd Lt. Robert H. Lawburgh, 2nd Lt.
George H. Skjoldager, F/O Vincent J. Mihlfried, Cpl. Theodore D. Shuster,
Jr., Cpl. Thomas R. Emmons were assigned and joined the Squadron...

13 Six aircraft participated in the bombing raid on the Salorno Rail
Embankment, Italy.  No enemy opposition was encountered...Movie:  “A
Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” which was generally enjoyed by all…



14 Mission to San Margherita S. Railroad Bridge, Italy.  Flak was scant, heavy and accurate...”The 
Goons” beat the combat officers’ softball team, 4 to 1...1st Lt. Albert F. Hocknell was assigned to the 7th 
Replacement Depot for transhipment to the U.S…

15 Twelve of our aircraft bombed a bridge at Romano Di Lombardia,
Italy.  No opposition was encountered...S/Sgt. Frank Bor Jr. was promoted
to the grade to T/Sgt...Sgt. Philip R. Jackson was promoted to the grade of
S/Sgt...F/O Wilbur A. Johnstone was appointed 2nd Lt...The combat
officers’ softball team beat the combat enlisted men by a score of 5 to
2...Movie: “Dark Waters.”...

16 Mission to Camp N. Railroad Bridge, Italy.  Flak was heavy, moderate to intense, and accurate.  
One crew member was slightly wounded and several aircraft were holed.

17 Mission to Cittadella R.R. Diversion Bridge, Italy.  No enemy
opposition was encountered...Movie: “Murder My Sweet,” a fast-moving
but complex murder mystery...Softball game between “The Goons: and the
“Goonbusters,” the latter determined to beat the high and mighty Goons.
However, in extra innings, “The Goons” won, by 8 to 6...2nd Lt. Eugene R.
Bingham, 2nd Lt. Bernard T. Peters, and 2nd Lt. Richard A. Tewell were
appointed 1st Lts...



18 No mission for our Squadron...We were shown a film on the Articles of War...A Squadron Paper
is being organized….The Weekly Discussion club was held, with “China” as the subject for the 
week...T/Sgt. Robert J. Lohrmann, T/Sgt. Joe A. Mitchell, and S/Sgt. Steve Gaich were assigned to the 
7th Replacement Depot for transhipment to the U.S….Sgt. Dwight B. Crabill was assigned to Group 
Headquarters.  Pfc William N. Sult was assigned to our Squadron…

19 Thirteen of our planes bombed the Vo Sinistro Railroad Bridge, Italy.  Flak was heavy, intense, 
accurate...Sgt. Joseph Prossick was assigned to the Squadron...1st Lt.
John E. Jones was appointed Captain...Capt. Paul E. Rova was
assigned to Group Headquarters…
Since September 1943, Lt. Col. Manford J. Wetzel has commanded
the 379th Bombardment Squadron ably and efficiently...we have
honored him as an officer and a man, and are sorry to see him Go.
However, we do realize that he has earned his rest back in the
States...Our new Squadron Commander is no stranger to personnel of
this Squadron:  Major George N. Evans has acquired an enviable
record as Operations Officer in the 428th Bomb Squadron and we are
glad to see him assume the command of our organization...

Figure 2: Lt. Bernard T. Peters is 
Promoted

Figure 3: Lt. Col. Manfred 
Wetzel



20  Mission to bomb the Casarsa Rail Diversion Bridge, Italy.  Flak
was heavy, scant, inaccurate...We were Entertained by a stage show of
comedy and song...Movie: “Meet Me in St. Louis,” not Judy Garland’s
best performance!..The new Squadron Commander, Major Evans, visited
the various sections and made a personal call on administrative
Personnel...Sgt. James E. Lee was assigned to the Squadron...

21

21 Mission to Salorno South Railroad Fill, Italy...Fifteen of our aircraft participated in this 
mission...A small group of “the boys” went to Ghisoni for supper in a French restaurant...1st Lt. Alex 
Skalaban was assigned to the 7th Replacement Depot for transhipment to the U.S...Also S/Sgt. Leroy A.
Comer, S/Sgt. Vincent F Mattola, and S/Sgt. Charles A Mildrum were assigned to the 7th Replacement 
Depot for transhipment to the U.S…

22 Sixteen of our planes bombed the Matrei South R.R. Bridge in Austria.  No opposition was 
encountered…

23 Mission to bomb the Pordenone Town R.R. Bridge in Italy.  Enemy Fighters attacked the 
formation aggressively.  At least two ME-109’s were destroyed and two more damaged...A formation 
was held to present combat awards, including D.F.C.’s and Air Medals...The following Staff Sergeants 
were promoted to the grade of Technical Sergeant:  Gehopolas, Harris, Hastings, Hayes, Holland, 
Holloway, Lawrance, Everby, Spiess, Stachowski, and Zamponi...The following Sergeants were 
promoted to the grade of Staff Sergeant: Aller, Austin, Blackwell, Courbat, Fleek, Johnson, Morris, 
Rykken, Wilbik, Witt, and Wolfson...The following Corporals were promoted to the grade of Sergeant:  

Figure 4: Casarsa Railroad Diversion Bridge March 20, 1945



Bellissimo, Cahalane, Ely, Gaines, Gazdeck, Gries, and Moloney...Also Cpl. Kenneth C. Boone, absent
sick in the 40th Station Hospital, was promoted to the grade of Sgt…

24 Mission to bomb the Steinach Railroad Fill in Austria.  No
enemy opposition was encountered...The first issue of our Squadron
paper appeared, with favorable comment on all sides. (A copy is to be
found at the end of this History.)  P.X. rations were sold...Movie: “My
Reputation,” with Barbara Stanwyck...T/Sgt. Victor J. Florence was
assigned to the 7th Replacement Depot for transhipment to the U.S…

25 Mission to bomb the Railroad Bridge at Stein, Austria...No
opposition was encountered...The weekly Discussion Club was held;
Capt. Gilliam, G.L.O., [Group Liaison Officer] gave an interesting
review of the War situation on all fronts...T/Sgt. Ira T. Finley Jr., S/Sgt.
Lee W. Kirkpatrick, and 1st Lt. William A Bartolo were assigned to the
7th Replacement Depot for transhipment to the U.S….T/Sgt. Frank Bor
Jr., absent sick, was transferred in grade to the Det. of Patients, 26th

General Hospital...Cpl. Jack E. Harcher was assigned to the Squadron

26 A rainy day and no mission...U.S.O. stage show was called off.

27 More rain and no mission...U.S.O. stage show was held; four guys and
four gals put on a grand performance of comedy and song; some of the best
entertainment we have seen in a long while...Movie: “Bring On The Girls,” a
good musical comedy in Technicolor…

28 Mission was canceled...Usual field duties.

29 No mission...Softball game with the 380th Squadron...we lost, 7 to 4.
Movie: “Hangover Square,” story of a pianist-composer on a rampage...Cpl.
Thomas R. Emmons, Cpl. Robert M. Gray, Cpl. George G. Jollie, Cpl. Gilbert
E. Nadeau, and Cpl. Theodore D. Shuster Jr. were promoted to the grade of
Sergeant...Pfc Alfred R. Richardson and Pvt. Frank Abbate were promoted to
the grade of corporal…

30 Mission to Rovereto R.R. Bridge, Italy.  Flak was intense, heavy, and
accurate.  One of our aircraft was lost...The Officers are now eating in the
E.M. Mess Hall, while theirs is being transported to our new base in Fano,
Italy...All personnel are making preparations for this move...The second
issue of the Squadron paper appeared...1st Lt. Edwin R. Yarndley returned
from a period of TD [Temporary Duty] in the States…



31 Mission to bomb the Crema Railroad Bridge.  No opposition was encountered...Payday today, 
with the usual run of card games and dice games...Pvt Howard Baumgartner Jr. was transferred to the 
24th Replacement Depot...



Section III…..

Mission Rosters and Mission Reports

[See the original diary for Rosters and Reports]

Section IV…..

Casualties

[None]



Awards and Decorations

Air Medal

[See original General Orders for award of clusters]

Bernard T Peters
Charles J Adams

11 March 1945

Richard A Tewell
Howard B Aller
Henry S Flerk
William M Morris
Thornwald Rykken
Ning Lee
Donald N Alsworth
Everett F Smith
Harold F Arnwine
Thomas J. Coyne
William H M Carr
Daniel G Wolfson

22 March 1945

John A Moler
Hubert A Austin
Charles G Courbat
Willie L Witt, Jr

24 March 1945

Robert S Crouse
Ralph G Dromgoole
Thomas M Miller
John C Simmons

18 March 1945

Charles S Harbeson
James L Stowell
Francis X Flynn



Soldier’s Medal

[None]

Distinguished Flying Cross

William A Bartolo
Frank E Sullivan Jr.
Leonard R Kuschel
Wilton D Soerens

Silver Star

[None]

Bronze Star

James N McKinnell, Jr

Purple Heart

Frank Bor, Jr.
Francis Roberts



Section VII 

Special Events and Miscellaneous

[Individuals mentioned in the press release:]

General Cabell, General Knapp, Colonel Remington, Lt. Col. Wetzel

John M Ford
Hoyt N Payne, Jr
George Prout
Rupert R Harrell
John Greenfield
R.E. Forsyth

Pvt Robert W Jamison

[Individuals mentioned in the “Three Seventy Ninth Journal March 24, 1945:]

Col. Carrison
Jimmy Struthers
A. W. White
Travis Hoover
George N Evans

Newspaper staff:

Angelo J. Tomasulo
Patrick J Neoley
Frederick B Plunkett
Albert G Honnet
Guido J Testolin
Kenneth E Nelson 
Michael J Korak
Philip M Canale, Jr

Sgt. Tischler
“Porkie” Testolin
“Doc” Barber

John Latushko
Arden Falk
Walt Nign
Major Hughes
Comer
Florence,
Hayes 
Finley



Kuschel
Kirkpatrick
Zamponi
“Red” Rykken
“Bob” Geike

Cashon
Tewell
Calbom
Johnstone 
Jones

Hank Thalrose
Ruby Thsher
Ora Cantrell
Roy Dolle
Joe Antal
Louis “Echo” Gentilcore

Wayne Cassens
Eual Wyles
Manning
Flowers


