
379th Bombardment Squadron

History for the month of November 1944

Section I...Outline of Month’s Activities Prepared by Sgt. Albert Sulman

November was another month of somewhat restricted combat operations due to weather conditions.  
However, we did do an excellent job on the targets we bombed in Italy and Yugoslavia...this was our 
first “crack” at the enemy in the Balkans.

Many of our combat men returned to the States, having completed their tour of duty overseas.  Lucky 
boys, getting home for the Christmas holidays!

Thanksgiving Day was observed on the 23rd...turkey and all the trimmings; also good old American 
beer.  It was a festive day, with a hotly-contested softball game in the afternoon between the Officers 
and Enlisted Men, with the latter winning.
Class B movies continued to be our evening’s entertainment a few times a week.  Rest camp trips to 
Corte, Rome, Capri and Cairo continued.

Orientation lectures were initiated to acquaint the boys with current events, G.I. Bill of Rights, 
Demobilization and the progress of the War in general.  Interest was also high in the proposed 
educational program for soldiers faced with months of inactivity in the European theatre after the 
cessation of hostilities in Europe.

The members of the original ground echelon completed two years overseas, and there were celebrations
in the usual manner.

Public Relations stories and recordings were sent to the States in large numbers, for the pleasure of our 
men themselves and the folks back home.

Our new company streets are well set-up now, and with stoves and winterized tents, we expect to be 
fairly comfortable in the colder months to come…



Section II……

Squadron Diary   Day-by-Day

1 There was no mission on this first day of the month.  The Fall season is definitely with us, as 
hot chestnuts are available in the vicinity, reminiscent of this time of the year back home.

2 No mission.  The ground echelon boys held a party in celebration of
two years continuous overseas service.  Chicken was on the menu, with beer
and liqueurs served in the Enlisted Men’s bar, and singing of the good old
Army songs.

The following officers were appointed 1st Lts.: 2nd Lt. Leslie M. Dyson, 2nd Lt.
Joseph C. Fisher, Jr., 2nd Lt. Charles D. Long, 2nd Lt. Alexander McStea, 2nd

Lt. Wilton D. Soerens, 2nd Lt. Walter S. Stoker.

3 Again no mission, just the usual field duties.  A big wind held the
camp in its grasp during the day, but this time the tents held up well.  An
educational program is being planned within the squadron with Orientation
lectures included.  1st Lt. Jack K. Brown and 1st Lt. David M. Cohen are in
charge of this program.

4 S/Sgt. Herman E. White and Sgt. James R. Green were assigned to our
Squadron for combat flying; they come to us from the 324th Fighter Group.

There was a movie in the evening, which may be classified as a “stinkeroo.”
However, the training film was both interesting and informative.  It showed
how the Germans trick our captured airmen into divulging military
information.

The football season is in full swing back home, and our boys remain “glued” to the radios on Saturday 
night, listening to the short-wave broadcasts of these games.

Twelve aircraft participated in the bombing mission to the Magenta Road and Railroad bridge in Italy.  
Flak was intense, heavy, and accurate.  This was our first mission in two weeks.

5 1st Lt. William K. Grant, Jr. and 1st Lt. John A. Shaw, absent with leave in the United States, 
returned to duty.  Lt. Grant is the new assistant Squadron Operations Officer.  Pfc Gerald V. Ellis 
returned from DS [Detached Service] in Naples, Italy.

Twelve of our planes bombed the Fidenza Railroad Bridge, Italy.  There was no flak.

6 The following officers were appointed Captains:

1st Lt. Robert J. Fitzsimmons, 1st Lt. Ellis J. McKanna, 1st Lt Alexander E. Satler…..2nd Lt. Louis D. 
Starr was appointed 1st Lieutenant.

Mission to the Domegliara Transformer Station, Italy.  12 enemy aircraft made one unaggressive pass 
at the formation in the target area, the first our boys have encountered in a long while.

Figure 1: Wilton D 
Soerens



7 This is Election Day, with interest and bets running high.  During the night, another big wind 
ripped thru the camp.

Eighteen of our planes participated in the bombing mission to the Enego Railroad Bridge in Italy.  
Direct hits were observed on the south end of the bridge and also the south approach.  Flak was scant, 
heavy and inaccurate.

8 President Franklin D. Roosevelt is in again.  The boys over here are satisfied for the most part, 
feeling that he has done much to bring about the eventual Victory and will assure us a victorious Peace 
as well.

Fried chicken for dinner.  No mission today.

9 There was a large mail call today, with the usual lift in morale, even tho the day was cold and 
windy.  There is plenty of snow on the mountains in the background now.

Eighteen ships attacked the Camp Longo Railroad Bridge in Italy.  No flak, no fighters.

10 A formation was held to present Air Medals and other combat awards to our crew members.  
(See Awards and Decorations Section.)...Immunization shots were given in the Dispensary to Squadron 
personnel...There was a little excitement in the area early in the evening.  An alert guard at a nearby 
post fired three shots to attract attention when he noticed a tent in danger of destruction by fire from a 
mass of sparks caused by a faulty stove.  The fire was put out quickly without any damage or injuries 
resulting.

11 P.X. Rations were sold today...Twelve our our ships took part in a rough mission to Casale 
Monferrato, Italy.  The following crew went down:

Pilot 1st Lt. Laverle T. Hacking
Co-pilot 2nd Lt. Joseph E. Rademacher
Navigator 1st Lt. Constantine Mitchell
Bombardier 1st Lt. Basil O. Temple
Radio-gunner T/Sgt. Carl C. Raisig, Jr.
Turret-gunner S/Sgt. Joseph B. Glydon
Tail-gunner S/Sgt. Francis B. McGrath

...It is believed that all men parachuted to safety.
Nine aircraft were holed, and 3 crew members wounded. (See Casualty Section.).

12 A rainy day and no mission.  We had chocolate ice cream for dessert at lunch...Army beat Notre 
Dame in yesterday’s football game, 59 – 0, and the losers paid off plenty!

The following men were assigned to the 7th Replacement Depot for transhipment to the United States, 
and left this morning:

T/Sgt. Theodore R. Werner S/Sgt. Raymond J. Davilla
T/Sgt. Amzie B. Graham S/Sgt. John J. Hennessy
T/Sgt. Robert L. James S/Sgt. Frank J. Szarban



T/Sgt. Bernard J. Mlsna
1st Lt. Frederick W. Ritter, Jr.
2nd Lt. Nelson N. Cushing

13 The S-2 Section is getting its face lifted with ply-board walls.  Lt. Cohen plans to set up our 
own miniature War Room...Coca-colas were sold in Supply today...Laundry was turned in to be 
laundered by the NORBS Quartermaster outfit. [NORBS – Northern Base Section]

Capt. William J. Schneider was transferred to Headquarters, 310th Bomb Group, and will serve in the 
capacity as Group Assistant Operations Officer.

Six of our ships went on the mission to bomb the Cittadella Rail Diversion in Italy.  However, 
unfavorable weather conditions prevented attack.

14 Movie:  “Once Upon A Time,” much ado about a caterpillar
(“woim”) who danced to the tune of “Yes, Sir, That’s My Baby.”

The following enlisted me were promoted to the rank of T/Sgt:

S/Sgt. Everett A. Britton S/Sgt. Robert J. Lohrmann
S/Sgt. Joe A. Mitchell S/Sgt. William M. Porter

The following enlisted men were promoted to the rank of S/Sgt.:

Sgt. Leroy A. Comer Sgt. Boyce C. Foreman
Sgt. Lewis A. Holloway Sgt. Lee W. Kirkpartick
Sgt. Vincent F. Mattola Sgt. Stanley E. Naszeyzniec
Sgt. Arnold D. Stachowski Sgt. Michael R. Zamponi

The following men were promoted to the rank of Sgt.:

Cpl. James F. Harris Pvt. Allen H. Merrill

Cpl. James V. Casconi was promoted to the grade of Cpl.

No mission.

15 Standown...There was a USO stage show at the
3rd Service Squadron.  A new enlisted men’s Bar was
opened in the Bivouac Area.  A large variety of
“liquers” was served.  

Capt Canale and Lt. Brown put on a skit that had the
boys in an uproar.  A good time was had by all…

16 Movie:  A Judy Canova comedy.  The quality of
our movies has not been very good lately...New Group
hot showers have been installed and are already in
use...Cpl. James B. Knapp took off to North Africa to Figure 2: Capt. Philip M Canale, Jr



buy a wedding ring.  He has official O.K. to marry a girl in Philippeville, Algeria.  Major George R. 
Houk, former Squadron Executive Officer, was transferred to Hq., 57th Bomb Wing.  Capt. Philip M. 
Canale, Jr., has been appointed new Squadron Executive Officer and 1st Lt. Jack K. Brown has been 
appointed Squadron Adjutant.

Six aircraft participated in the bombing mission to the Cittadella Rail Diversion Bridge, Italy.  The 
center span was observed down on breakaway.

17 The following men left the organization today, having been transferred to the 7th Replacement 
Depot for transhipment to the United States:

T/Sgt. Peter P. Schuyler, T/Sgt. Francis T. Unsworth, T/Sgt. Harry C. Waller, S/Sgt. Joseph M. Evans, 
and S/Sgt. Robert O’Bannon.

Today’s mission was to Yugoslavia, our first over Balkan territory.  Twelve aircraft took part in the raid 
to bomb the Novska Railroad Bridge; there was no flak.

It was a bitterly cold night.

18 Our popular Group Chaplain, Father Poynton, left for the U.S. on a 30 day furlough.

Capt. Alva A Joiner, Jr. was placed on temporary duty in the U.S. for rotational purposes and was 
ordered to the 7th Replacement Depot for transhipment to the States.  

Six air craft took part in the bombing raid on the Carsarsa Rail Diversion, Italy.  There was a good 
concentration on the assigned target with probable direct hits.

19 Twelve of our planes participated in the mission to bomb the Maglaj Rail Bridge, in Yugoslavia.
Flak was scant to moderate, light and inaccurate.  There was a concentration on the southwest approach
with probable direct hits.

20 Billy Conn, well-known heavyweight boxer, put on an exhibition at the 57th Wing Hqs.  Not 
many of us were able to attend because of the day’s mission due back about the same time in the 
afternoon.

The following officers were appointed 1st Lts.:

2nd Lt. John L. Dillon, III 2nd Lt. James T. Gordon, Jr.
2nd Lt. Earl A Leger 2nd Lt. Robert M. Lloyd

Six planes participated in the bombing mission to Visegrad Road Bridge in
Yugoslavia.  The bridge was observed to have been destroyed before the flight
reached the target, and the bombs were returned to Base.

21 Movie:  A surprisingly good musical number:  “Seven Days Ashore” …
Complications of a sailor with three girls in the same port!...Twelve planes
took part in the frag mission against the Faenza defense area, in Italy.



22 Pvt. John B. Husted was assigned to the Squadron.  Also newly assigned men included 2nd Lt. 
Andrew L. Dennis, 2nd Lt. Francis Roberts, and F/O Donald N.  Alsworth.

The first in a series of Orientation lectures was given in the Enlisted Men’s Day Room in the Bivouac 
Area.  Capt. Gilliam, GLO [Group Liaison Officer], spoke on the progress of the War.

Twelve aircraft participated in the bombing mission to Faenza defense area, Italy.  The entire target area
was well covered.  A mission was also sent out to drop food and other supplies to Allied units hidden 
behind enemy lines.

23 No mission.  We had a big Thanksgiving dinner with all the
trimmings.  P.X. rations were sold, including beer, which went good with
the festivities.  A softball game was played in the afternoon...”The
Goons” vs. “The Oldtimers,” an old rivalry renewed!  “The Goons” won
in an exciting game – 6 to 2.  In the evening, we saw a fairly good
musical film: “Song of the Open Road.”

During the softball game, Lt. Tomporowski, umpire, was presented with
a cigar by an eager rooter.  The “Ump” lit the cigar, puffed away, and as
the game was going on, the “rope” exploded, leaving the spectators in
uproarious laughter.

24 Standown.  Routine activity.

25 No mission.

1st Lt. Charles W. Girvin, Jr., and 1st Lt. Owen J. Retzlaff, TD, U.S., were
relieved from assignment and assigned to 1010th AAF Base Unit,
Redistribution Station No. 1, Atlantic City, N.J.

...Fifteen combat men left for Naples, where they will await transportation
to the States.  There were long farewells in front of the Orderly Room, with
Lt. Col. M.J. Wetzel, our Squadron Commander, wishing the boys good
luck and bon voyage.  Those leaving were:

Capt. Alexander E. Satler, 1st Lt. Chester L. Murphy, 1st Lt. Roger G.
Ritchey, 1st Lt. Sylvester Tomporowski, T/Sgt. Lyman A Murray, S/Sgt.
John W. Gorsuch, S/Sgt. Francis L. Kennedy,
S/Sgt. Patrick F. O’Toole, S/Sgt. Claiborne E.
Shackelford, S/Sgt. Robert L. Taylor, T/Sgt.
William M. Porter, Jr., Capt. John S.
Cadwallander, Capt. Paul Stinson, 1st Lt.
Quentin G. Hand, T/Sgt. Samuel Dubester.
All the above-mentioned men were assigned
to the 7th Replacement Depot for transhipment
to the United States.

Figure 3: Lt. Sylvester 
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26 A rainy day, and no mission.  Another Battle Star has been authorized for personnel in the 
squadron present during the Rome-Arno campaign.

27 Standown, with more rain.  A B-25 returned from North Africa with fresh eggs and vegetables.

28 Movie:  A new “Falcon” film, with Mexico as the locale and a
highly incredible murder mystery.

Fourteen aircraft participated in the mission to bomb La Spezia Harbor
Block Ship, Italy.

29 No mission.  Lt. Arthur D. Zinberg, of the S-2 Section, gave
another in his series of lectures on aircraft recognition.

1st Lt. Quentin McGaughran returned to the Squadron from DS [Detached
Service] at 57th Bomb Wing.

The following named enlisted men were assigned from Hq., 57th Bomb
Wing:

S/Sgt. Edmund C. Conrow, S/Sgt. Thomas J. Coyne, S/Sgt. Howard l. Case, S/Sgt. Charles T. Cook, 
S/Sgt. Charles J. Adams, S/Sgt. Haskele Arestie, S/Sgt. Sewall E. Brown, Sgt. Philip M. Allen, Sgt. 
Harold F Arnwine, Sgt. John E. Argo, Sgt. Wilbur A. Barton, Cpl. Paul A. Basso, Cpl. James D. 
Nelson, Cpl. Robert E. Stewart.

30 No mission.  Pay Day, with card games and dice as usual.

The following officers were appointed Captains:

1st Lt. William K. Grant, Jr., 1st Lt. William R. Shelton, Jr., and 1st Lt. William C. Davidson.

* * *

Total Officers  64
Total Enlisted 358

Figure 5: EAME Campaign 
Ribbon with four Battle Stars



Section III…..

Mission Rosters and Mission Reports

[See the original diary for Rosters and Reports]

Section IV…..

Casualties

On November 11, the following crew was lost during the attack against the railroad bridge at Casale-
Monferrato, Italy.  Heavy, intense, accurate flak downed the ship:

P Hacking, Laverle T
CP Rademacher, Joseph E.
N Mitchell, Constantine
B Temple, Basil O. 
RG Raisig, Carl C. Jr.
G Glydon, Joseph B.
TG McGrath, Francis B.

Sgt. Boyce C. Foreman received wounds in the left eye from plexi-glass during the mission of 
November 11th. 

1st Lt. Finis G. Schell received face lacerations from plexi-glass during the mission of November 11th.

Sgt. Stanley E. Naszeyzniec received wounds in the right thigh from flak during the mission of 
November 11th. 



Awards and Decorations

Air Medal

[See original General Orders for award of clusters]

6 November 1944 General Orders

Theodore J Jarman
Robert J Clemence
Leslie M Dyson
Joseph C Fisher, Jr
John E Jones
George P Parry, Jr
George H Simon
Thomas I Smith
Wesley W Smith
Saul Walsh
John E Carroll

Walter T Overby
Lewis Gehopolas
Robert C Hayes
Clarence H HellandWilliam A Hill
John J Koren
Norman L Lawrence
Stanley R MiLewsky
Louis L Oddenino
Casper Spiess
John R Vollers, Jr
James F Harrison
George Prout

7 November 1944 General Orders

Daniel E Sachs

14 November 1944 General Orders

Richard W Davis

14 November 1944 General Orders

John H Rennels

Soldier’s Medal

Victor J Florence



Distinguished Flying Cross

Robert M Lloyd
Eugene T Haskins
Robert H Reddick
Carl E Rinehart
John A Shaw

Silver Star

[None]

Bronze Star

John B McLean [Posthumous]
Theodore J Bierilo [Posthumous]
Peter M Bronza [Posthumous]
Hubert M Hill [Posthumous]
Arthur F Jones [Posthumous]

Vernon W Davis
Kenneth Baker
Marvin G Davis
Gilbert Maddox

Purple Heart

Finis G. Schell
Boyce C Foreman
Stanley E Naszeyzniec



Section VII…  Special Items

During the month of November, several of the more “glamorous” members of our Squadron made 
Public Relations recordings for release in the States.  Following are a few of the interesting recordings 
made.  We are glad of such opportunities as these tor present “our boys” to the Public.  They deserve 
such publicity and we are grateful to our Group Public Relations Section which makes these radio 
broadcasts possible.

* * *

See original Diary for radio interviews with:

Allen Merrill

William Shafer

Thomas F. Conway


