
379th Bombardment Squadron

History for the month of May 1944

Section I...War Diary Prepared by Ellsworth C Knight

1 12 of our planes bombed the R.R. bridge at Grossetto.  The bridge was missed but both 
approaches were hit.  Today personnel discarded their O.D.’s [O.D. = Olive drab uniform] and khaki 
uniforms were worn.

2 12 of our planes went out to bomb a R.R. bridge at Ficulle.  Results were excellent and the 
bridge was destroyed by several direct hits.

3 6 of our planes went out to bomb a R.R. bridge at Orvieto.  Results were excellent.  The 
Enlisted Men’s Bar was opened in the evening until 10:00 PM.  Our league softball team lost to the 
428th Squadron 19 to 1.

4 Mission to R.R. bridge at Grossetto.  6 of our planes participated, but the bridge was missed.

5 No mission.  Our league softball team played the 381st Squadron and was defeated by the 
narrow margin of 13 to 12.

6 No mission.  The Enlisted Men’s Bar was opened in the evening.

7 No mission.  Routine activity.  Sgt. Albert Sulman was appointed the Squadron Public Relations
non-commissioned officer.

8 No mission.  Routine activity.

9 No mission.  Gas mask equipment was
issued.

10 Mission to R.R. bridge at Monte Molino.
Five of our planes participated.  The bridge was not
hit.  However, the approaches were heavily hit.  We
wore our gas masks for one hour today, to get used
to the new light weight type mask.  An inspection
was held in the squadron area and conditions were
generally satisfactory.

11 A series of lectures on the care of army
vehicles was started to familiarize all drivers with
the mechanics of their vehicles.  Mission to R.R.
bridge at Orvieto.  6 of our planes participated.
Strings of bombs were seen to walk across the
center of the bridge.  Several direct hits were

Figure 1: Monte Molino May 10, 1944  



reported and the approaches were also heavily hit.  There was no flak and no enemy aircraft 
encountered.

12 The big push to Rome started today and our planes went out in force to give ground support to 
the gallant Fifth Army.  34 of our planes participated in five missions today, destroying roads linking 
the South German positions to Rome.  Heavy concentration of bombs devastated the assigned targets.  
No enemy aircraft were encountered but the flak was heavy and accurate.  P.X. rations were sold today. 
We had an alert at 10:00 P.M. and another at 4:00 A.M.  Although “Jerry” did not get down to our base, 
there was plenty of activity further up on the island, as evidenced by the display of “fire works” from 
the anti-aircraft batteries, which brightened up the sky.

13 3 of our ground personnel left for the States today, on the Army’s overseas rotation plan.  12 of 
our planes participated in a raid on Pastena road block.  There was a heavy concentration of bomb hits 
on the north end of town and the road leading thru the town.  The main road was cut in two places 
north-west of the town.  Later in the day three of our planes hit the tunnel mouth at Itri.   We were 
advised to build our foxholes deeper, and keep on the alert for enemy raids, due to the casualties 
sustained at another air base not far from our own, which was attacked last night.

14 No mission for our Squadron.  Routine activity.

15 11 of our planes hit the harbor at San Stefano, and installations were hit and some boats sunk.

16 12 of our planes bombed a R.R. tunnel mouth at Passignano, Italy.  Several direct hits were 
observed.  Strings cut the tracks east of the tunnel.  A land slide was observed at the tunnel mouth.  
100% black-out is now being observed in the squadron area so as not to give “Jerry” any opportunity to
attack us during the night.

17 12 of our planes struck at the Viterbo landing ground.  Strings walked through the Northeast 
dispersal areas.  Other strings started at the west edge of the northern half of the field and walked 



across the landing ground.  The entire north area was well covered.  Fragmentation bombs were carried 
on this mission.

18 None of our planes participated in the day’s missions.  In the evening “The Old Timers,” an 
Officer’s team, defeated the “Doggies” by a score of 10 to 7.  Captain Knight’s home-run with two men
on base brought the game to a victorious conclusion.  The “All Buns” were defeated by “The Wheels” 
by one point in the tenth inning 9 to 8.



19 P.X. rations were sold today.  Four more of our personnel left for the States on the rotation plan 
for ground personnel.  12 of our crews went out to bomb the viaduct at Incisa.  Crews reported near 
misses and possible direct hits on the viaduct.  No enemy aircraft were encountered, and the flak was 
moderate, heavy, inaccurate from the target area.

20 A rainy day.  No mission.

21 No mission.  Routine activity.

22 10 of our planes were sent out to effect a road block at Civitella-Roveto but due to complete 
cloud cover the target could not be found and the bombs were returned home.

23 No mission.  Our squadron was deeply saddened by the sudden deaths of six of our Enlisted 
Men.  Four 1,000 pound bombs exploded while the men were loading a plane for the next day’s 
mission.  Those dead were; Sgt. Joseph E. Sellers, Sgt. John B. McLean, Cpl. Peter J. Bronza, Cpl. 
Theodore Bierilo, Cpl. Hubert M. Hill, and Cpl. Arthur F. Jones.  Major [George R.] Houk, Squadron 
Executive Officer, returned from Sicily with a plane load of fresh vegetables, eggs and fruit.

24 12 of our planes
went out to bomb a R.R.
bridge at Arezzo, Italy.  A
concentration of bombs
fell east of the bridge
with direct hits and near
misses on the R.R. tracks
on either side of the
bridge.  One plane failed
to return.   The crew
members were:  Lt. John
H Woddy, Jr, Lt Francis
R. Stewart, Lt. William
A. Anderson, Staff
Sergeant Clifford N.
Winkle, Sgt. Gerard J.
Mulik, and Sgt. James E.
Ballard.

25 The six Enlisted
Men who were killed
two days ago were
buried in the American
Military Cemetery in Bastia.  Many members of the Squadron attended the final rites.  In the late 
afternoon, 12 of our planes bombed the Arezzo R.R. bridge with excellent results.  Crews reported that 
strings of bombs walked across the west R.R. bridge with direct hits and near misses.  More khaki 
clothing was issued.

Figure 2: Sgt. Joseph E. Sellers KIA May 23, 1944



26 12 of our planes destroyed the road bridge at Montaldo di Castro in the morning, and 12 more 
of our planes hit a R.R. bridge at Poggibonsi in the afternoon.  There was a little excitement in the skies
over the squadron area, when seven crew members parachuted out of a disabled B-25, and then the 
plane spiraled down to earth, hitting a cross road on the main highway.  The plane was of the 321st 
Bomb Group.  P.X. rations were sold today.

27 13 of our planes struck at the viaduct at Piteccio, Italy, and direct hits were reported.  In the 
afternoon, 12 more crews went out over Italy and struck at the R.R. bridge at Arezzo, and a good 
concentration of hits was reported.  In the evening, the Enlisted Men’s Bar was opened until a late hour.

28 Mission to Magrano, Italy.  12 of our planes dropped their bombs in the bridge area.  In the 
evening, a special movie for combat crews was shown.  The 379th Officers now have a Ready Room 
which they fixed up themselves.

29 The R.R. bridge at Certaldo, Italy bore the brunt of 12 of our bombers.  Direct hits and 
damaging near misses were observed.  One of our planes later participated on a Nickeling Mission over
sections in the Rome area. [Nickel: Propaganda Leaflets]  The “Goons” defeated the “Greaseballs” in a
softball game which ran into extra innings.  The “Goons” finally rallied in the 10th inning to win by a 
score of 10-6.

30 12 of our planes went out to bomb the highway bridge at Agosta, but the target was reported 
missed.  We had a brief alert after midnight when two German recces [Reconnaissance aircraft] were 
reported in the vicinity.

31 Three of our planes dropped frag bombs on a German troop area below Rome.  Later in the day 
12 of our planes bombed the Marino area and excellent patterns were reported on troop concentrations. 
Pay Day...Some money went home; other money passed in and out of the gamblers pockets!

So ended another month of activity in the battle for Rome.  We were all proud to be a 
part of this vital campaign.



Section II…..Operations

Total Sorties  274
Total brought forward 1699

Grand Total 1973

Total Missions  27
Total brought forward 269

Grand Total 296



Section III…...Personal Changes       [Only names are listed here.  See original Diary for detail.]

May 1:

Petticord, Dewi E

May 2:

Eichorn, Benton F
Tomporowski, Sylvester J
Longo, Joseph F Jr
Thompson, Raymond F
Ney, Donald F
Hover, Andrew J
Dillehay, Powell
Davis, Edward S
Harrold, William B
Wells, Herbert L

May 3:

Johnson, Kline, J
Awve, Robert J
Riley, Jack
Mapes, John J
Sherwood, Everett B
Toldstedt, Wilbur W
Honnet, Albert G
Swank, Ralph T
Brooke, Carl R

May 4:

Beavers, James L II
Andrews, Edwin W
Shook, Joseph W
Rogers, George E
Crider, Charles E
Wilkins, Edwood C
Anderson, Wilbur L
Minor, George H

Scott, James W
Zapotazny, Stanley A
Dettweiller, Melburn J
Jagiello, Matthew P
Zones, Elik

May 5:

Johnson, Kline J
Awve, Robert H
Meyers, Joe D
McPherson, James W
Pullen, Lee R
Patterson, Jean P 
Zimmerman, Melvin R
Burch, Hanes H
Schaap, Walter

May 6:

Wolford, Donald D
Allison, Royal B
Waldron, Everett G
Satler, Alesander E
Ritchey, Roger G
Cushing, Nelson N
Hennessey, John J
McAuliffe, William E
Meyers, Joe D
McPherson, James W
Pullen, Lee R
Zuk, Alfred E
Senter, Eugene R
Vega, Jose M
Patterson, Jean P
Zimmerman, Melvin R
Petticord, Dewi E

May 7:

Allen, Alexander D
Anderson, John G.M.
Buis, Ralph
Voble, Truman R
Girvin, Charles W Jr
Grant, William K Jr
Kulik, Ernest J
Lang, Robert B
McIntyre, Johnson Y
Nogar, Eugene T
Oleson, Willard S
Rambo, Joseph S Jr
Ratzburg, Richard H

Sims, Robert T
Stowe, Charles G
Rasimas, Bert
Allen, Alexander D
Foreman, Theodore L
Miller, Robert C
Wargo, Frank R
Drotts, Marshall D
Miller, Robert L
Minnich, Muriel A
Buis, Ralph
Kirby, Nryant L
Werner, Theodore R
Brooks, George C
Ring, Harry

May 10:

Anderson, John G.M.
Anderson, Robert W
Lang, Robert B
Riley, Jack
Napes, John J
Muller, John F
Sherwood, Everett B
Toldstedt, Wilbur W
Honnet, Albert G
Brooke, Carl R

May 11:

Muller, John F
Swank, Ralph T
Young, Charles C
Blosser, Orville W
Fling, Frank H
Harrison, Francis H
Haskins, Eugenen T
Ritter, Frederick W Jr
Lloyd, Robert M
Murray, Lyman A
Gorsuch, John W
Waller, Harry C
Katz, Joseph H
Kennedy, Francis L
Shackelford, Clairborne E



May 12:

Tinnin, Camp F
Zuck, Alfred E
Vega, Jose M
Senter, Eugene R
Irwin, Richard

May 13:

Cohen, David
Lefstad, Paul R
Schuyler, Peter P
Graham, Anzie
Rogers, George E
Crane, Richard E
Eichoff, Herbert J
Fulwider, Laverne L
Kuschel, Leonard R
Middleton, Julius W
Montgomery, Willard A
Shockley, Joseph P Jr
Thomas, Matthew k
Crider, Charles E
Evans, Joseph M
Goodwin, William S
Larson, John A
Minnich Mruiel A
Ring, Harry R
Templeton, Paul E
Hacking, Lavrle T
Mitchell, Constantine
Sawyer, Simon L
Dubester, Samuel 
Szarban, Frank J
Smith, Thomas M
Gilbo, Charles T
McKanna, Ellis J
Raisig, Carl C Jr
Glydon, Joseph P
Lane, Roy E
Knobeloch, Clarence J
Blosser, Orville W
Rader, Rufus P
Flint, Frank H
Gross, Adolph A
Purdy, Lester D
Sarlo, Anthony J

May 15:

Wolford, Donald D
Meehan, Edward P
Furman, Cyril
Greeson, Winfred T
Maguire, John J

May 16:

Tozier, Everett L
Johnson, Richard W
McIntyre, Johnson Y
Kulik, Ernest J
Stinson, Paul
Coble, Truman R
Cohen, David M

May 17:

Grippo, Emil A
Anderson, John G.M.
Lang, Robert B
Butori, Dino
Anderson, Robert W
Baker, Wallace J
Faust, Robert A

May 18:

Buis, Ralph
Werner, Theodore R
Ring, Harry R
Holmes, John P Jr
Retzlaff, Owen J
Perryman, George R
Wargo, Frank R
Kirby, Bryant L
Brooks, George C
Mohon, John T
Vanderbank, Harry E
Robinson, Charles B

May 19:

Drotts, Marshall D
Chelonis, Walter T
Muller, John F
Adams, Ralph
Muller, John F
Wargo, Frank R
Holmes, John P Jr
Shaw, John A
Golden, Elmer L
Goodwin, William S
Thomas, Matthew K
Riley, Jack
Janda, Edward 
Unsworth, Francis T
Sherwood, Everett B
Foreman, Theodore L
Oleson, Willard S
Unsworth, Francis T
Fulwider, Laverne L
McDougal, James R
Walden, Richard L
Edwards, Woodson D

May 20:

Allen, Alexander D
Drotts, Marshall D
Miller, Robert L
Hochstatter, Wilmer H
Christianson, Leonard O
Fielden, Vernon L
Miller, Robert C
Minnich, Muriel A
Walpole, Frederick W

May 21:

Maguire, John J

May 22:

Maguire, John J
Everett, William M
Martin, James A



May 23:

Waldron, Everett G
Nieglos, Joseph P
Patterson, Jean P
Christianson, Leonard O
Fielden, VernonL
Eseltine, Ralph E
Walpole, Frederick W
McLean, John B
Bierilo, Theodore J
Hill, Hubert M
Sellers, Joseph E
Bronza, Peter M
Jones, Arthur F

May 24:

Anderson, William A
Winkle, Clifford N
Mulick, Gerald J
Stewart, Francis R
Ballard, James E
Woody, John J Jr
Strahlem, George W

May 25:

Rath, Walter J
Babinowitz, Joseph
Howlett, Daniel C
Myers, Ferrell E
Taylor, Robert L
Haneman, Vincent S Jr
McNally, John R Jr
Karracker, Dennis C
Gray, Lloyd D
Murphy, Chester W
Gabys, Vitold D
Hand, Quentin G
Boring, Marcus E
Wright, Albert W

May 26:

King, Richard C
Rova, Paul E
Misna, Marvin F
Creamer, Marvin F
Nieglos, Joseph P
Patterson, Jean P
Eseltine, Ralph E
Furman, Cyril
Greeson, Winfred T

May 27:

Holmes, John P Jr
Shaw, John A
Golden, Elmer L
McDougal, James R
Walden, Richard L
Oleson, Willard S
Unsworth, Francis T
Fulwider, Laverne L
Thomas, Matthew K
Anderson, William A
Woody, John J Jr
Ballard, James E
Goodwin, William S
Stewart, Francis R
Winkle, Clifford N
Mulick, GeraldJ

May 28:

Schacher, Louis
Droots, Marshall D
Johnson, Richard W
Oleson, Willard S
Kirby, Bryant E
Golden, Elmer L
Barnes, Dmerc F
Williams, Homer R
Beals, Bryant

May 29:

Plummer, Thomas O
Jones, James E
Vasek, Paul P
Hoye, Bartholomew E Jr
Kulik, Ernest, J
Beane, Francis J
Evans, Joseph W
Beavers, James L
Nicholas, Jack
Davis, Richard W
Ross, Irving H

May 30:

Damon, Robert
Dillon, John L
McGrath, Francis B
Reddick Robert H
Green, Matthew J
Lohrmann, Robert J

May 31:

Tozier, Everett L
Brown, Jack K
Shaw, John A

Number of Officers: 91 Assigned  3  Attached
Number of Enlisted: 342 Assigned  10 Attached


