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nONFETTIAL

379th Bombardment Squadron
310th Bombardment Group

+1 June 1943.
SUBJECT: Squadron History for May.
0 ¢+ Headquarters, 310th Bombardment Group (M) AAF,

Seventeen missions were successfully comle~ g.'@ﬁ!
month of May. Plgnes of the 379th Sq. participsted in all but
three targets such as the Port of Favignana, Sicily, Palermo harbor
and city of Sieily, R. E. yards gt Marsala, Sieily, R. R. yards and
Chemical Factory at Cagliari in Sardints, dock area and shipping in
the Mediterrsnean, felt the sting of our atticks.

On May 3rd, eighteen of our planes were dispatched to bomb
Mabtouha L/G. The entire field was well covered by hits, especially
in the southeast corner including the disperssl aress where ten to
twelve ships were parked. Intmmse heavy flak was encountered over
the L/G and Lt. B. J. Leasks pleme was again hit by flak, killing his
Turret-Gunner, 5/Sgt. Stanley J. Kida and slightly wounding the pilot
and cﬁ-pﬂoto

379th Pilots:

It. B. J. Leask
It. G. C. Beachum

May 5th saw two missions successfully completed; the first
being amother ssa Sweep #f six plames. A comvoy of one medium M/V
and two smaller M/V's was sunk end the other damsged, No opposition was em~
ecountered and all six planes returned safely to the base., Unluckily
this was one of the 3 missions of the momth in which the 379th did mot

pnrticipl‘l‘-t.

The second mission of the day found eighteen of owr planes
in the air hesded for a L/G at K-0076. The NW, NE, end SE cormers
were well covered by the first two flights including 25 to 35 E/A
dispersed in these areas. The third flight was equally successful im
bombing the NE center portion of the L/G where from 75 to 100 E/A were
parked, at least 25 of which were destroyed. No opposition was met
snd all eightemn planes returned to their base after a very successful

day.
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COREIDENT il

379th Pilb;hlt

Capt. J. R. Holstead
1t. H, E. Rogers
F/0. R. C. Blossel

May 5th also found owr Commanding Officer Major Travis Hoover
leaving the squadron to accept the ppsitiom of Operstioms Officer of
the 4Tth Wing, Capt. Heston C, Daniels was designated the new Squadrom
Commander.

It was the residents of Sicily whe became scutely aware of the
growing power of the U,S. Air Force when 36 of our planes bombed shipping
and imstallations im the Port of Favigmana on Mgy 6th. Ome large
and one small M/V in harbor were completely surrounded with bombs although
no direet hits were observed, Complete devastation was wrought to dock ine
stallations cn E, and W, side of harbor and also warehouses in western seetion
of town. Three E/A were sighted over the target but there was mo attack.
Flak encoumtered over the target was very slight and ineffectual and all
36 planes returned to base safely.

379th Pilotas:

1t. K. M. Johnson
Lt, I, E, Grant
It. C. W, Smith
Lt. H. R. Logan

May 7th was a day of rest for the group and 21l were in the best
of spirit, However it was a day that will be well remembered by all,
It was in the evening at app. 1800 hrs and the entire group had turned
cut to hear a Band Concert and Jam Session given by a mearby C.A. outfit,
The program was just under way when Capt. Rupert A. Nock, our Squadron S/2
Officer, appemred on the scene, very excited, to give us a special news
flash......TONIS and BIZERTE are mow in the hands of the ALLIES! Silence
prevailed for a fraction of a second, then the emtire courtyard turmed into
& madhouse, For it was evident to all that it would only be a matter of a few
days until the Tunisian Campaign would be a thing of the past.

May 8th found us back in the air again and this time the target
was the Highway and R,R. Crossing at K-4545, 18 planes were used to cover
this assigned target. The first flight of six wad te bomb road jumetion
south of Korba, the second, the railrcad at Korba amd the third, the
Highway sitnated south of R.R. eressing and north of town of Beni Khalled,
Direet hits were cbserved om all three targets inspite of the intense
heavy flak encoumtered., 15,000 German and Itelisn leaflets were dropped
over the targets,
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It., K, M. Johnson
It, €. W. Smith
It. H. R. Logan
Lto R. M. Hamilton
It. H. E. Rogers
It. I. E, Grant
F/0 R. C., Blosel

New Officers transferred into Squadrom on Msy &th

1st Lt. Robert L. Harrop
2nd Lt, Robert R. Blades
2nd 1%, Albert B, Parry
2pdLIt, Alvim I, Suttom

The miseion of May Oth was a Hallmark im the annals of Americam
bombing. Amd we are sure it will forever linger in the minds of the
residents of Palermo, Sicily, Information gained revealed that the
enemy was attempting to conceal military objectives within the heart of
the city. So, with no alternative, the target was the city of Palerme,
App. 100 B-17's went in firet escorted by 75 fighters. The majority of
their bombs fell in the dock area ereating devastation to shipping, dock
installations and warehouses in this area., Next came app., 100 medium
bombers including 36 plemes of our group escorted by another 75 fighters.
Our bombe completely wrecked R.,R., statiom, R,R. yards and mearby Chemical
factory, Crews on this mission reported smolie and bomb dust from the eity
and harbor rising to 8,000 f£t., as they were leaving target. Inspiie of
the intense heavy flak barrage over target all of our plames returned
csafely, No fighter imterceptien was encountered.

379th Pilots:

Capt., J. R. Holstead
Capt. K. M, Johnsen
It. C. W. Smith
It. K. R, lLogan
Lto B. E- Rogm
It. I, E. Grant
F/0. R, C. Blosel

Observer: Lt. E{ P. Meechan, Ass't Sq. S=2.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Also on May 9th, Capt. Eddie Rikenbacker visited owr field and
geve & very interesting talk om his experiences with the boys inm
the islends., He also informed us that this would be & lomg, hard
war and not te get over confident by the rapid Allied progress im
Tunisial

The following Officers were promoted om May Sth,

lst 1Lt, K. M, Johnsom - Capt.
1st Ilt. R. M. Hllliltt)l - C.pto
1st It. D, Rulien = Capt.

May 10th was a much deserved day of rest for the group. It was
used extensively by the differemt squadrons in issuveing African Campaign
Medals to the persemnel. Capt. Hesten C. Daniels, the new Squadron
Commanding Officer was formally imtroduced to the squadron and his policies
set forth, He in turn introduced Capt. Plummmer, our mew Medical Officer, who
replaced Capt. Malomey. Capt. Maloney having beem ordered back to the
States, to sttend Flight Surgeen School,

The second all-eut raid was made on May 1llth, This time the
target was sn assigned area in the town of Marsala, Sicily. The
same proeeedure was used as im the raid of May Sth. The B-17'a
again covering any shippisg im harbor and all surroundings docks
installations, Ne large shipping wes sighted in the herber but mumerocus
small eraft, the docks and deck installatioms were completely weeeked,
Next came the medium bombers, 36 of which were from owr group, their
target beimg the R,R. yards and warehouses in the western sectiom ef
the city, This area was eompletely coveredx by bombs resulting im
mumercus fires and a lerge explosion, Crews again reported, ss im the
last raid, a columm of billowimg smoke 8,000 £t. high seen from a dis-
tance of 50 miles after leaving target. Inspite of heavy fighter cover
12 to 15 E/A consisting of Me 109's, FW 190's and RE 2001's managed to
get into the formation just as it was leaving the target. A rumning
fight then took place betweem the E/A and our bombers which lasted app.
ten minutes, The result of the fight being 3 M8 109's crashing imte
the waters, ome of our B-25's erash lamding om beach near C. Zebib,
entire crow safe and amother ecrash landing at base, entire crew safe.
0f the three E/A destroyed, ome is claimed by S5/Sgt. Framcis J. Cox,
snother by 8/8gt, Matthew L. Bogovick and a joimt elaim betweem S/Sgt.
John L. Pintar snd Sgt. Lamar F. Rogers for the other. Flak over the
target was reported to be slight heavy, imasccurate.

379th Pileta:

Capt. R. M, Hamiltom
Capt. K. M, Johnson
it. 1I. E. Grant
1t]l H, E. Rogers
It. C. W, Smith
It. H. R. logan

Observer: It, E, P. h.h“’ Ass't Sq. S=2.
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CONFIDENTIAL
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12th and & very welcome day of rest granted to the greup.

The third and final all-cut effort of the month left Cagliari
a smoking shawbles. On this day, May 13th, Cagliari received 981,000
1bs. of death-dealing explosives. This raid was probable the most
successful of these mass efforts. Better than 100 B-17's made the
initial atfack in this eo-erdinsted reid which surpassed all previcus
AAF raids both for the mumber of plames and total load dropped. The
Heavies did the bulk of their damage im the dock arems and the Ad-
jacent warehcuse distriet in the eastern part of tom. Im addition
they left ene M/V of medium size burning, 36 B=25's of the 310th
Bomb, Group formed the vangusrd of the 100 medium bombers that came
in fer the kill, The erea assigned our bombers consisted of the
railroed marshalling and freight yards and adjacent imstallatienms,
The mission was accomplished with exceptional success and for good
measure they destroyed a Chemical Flant. The resultant explesien im
the Chemical Plant left a column of billewing, black smoke that was
visible from the African Ceabt, Only one enemy fighter attempted teo
contact the medium bombers emd it was quickly discoursged by the exeort.
Accurste, heavy flek of moderate intensity was encountered in target
area but nome of our planes were seriously damaged.

Pilets of the 37Sth.

Capt. J. T. Allan
Capt, J. R. Heolstead
Capt. K. M, Johnaon
Capt. R, M, Hemilton
Lt. G. C, Beachum
It. B. J. Leask
It. C. W, Smith
I$. H. R, leogam
It. I.E. Grant
It. H. E. Rogers
r/'ol n. c‘ Bloanl

On May 18tk two new crews were assigned teo the 379tk squadron,

P, 2nd It. Carl F, Ewan, Jr, 2né It, Fielding W, West
CP, 2nd It. Richard E, Ford 2nd It, Robert G. Wernmer

B. S/Sgt. Harvey W. Pennel 2nd Lt. Bemedict J. O'Mears
E/G- sﬂo Haines H. Burch S/Sﬂl John C. Moore

RG. $/Sgt. William H. Maine 5/Sgt. Richard E, Teeple
G. S/Sgt. Philip E, Pesey, Jr. Sgt. Lester W, Edwards

Observers: Its. E, P, Meehan and F. E, Goeckel, Ass't Sq. S-2,
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A co-ordinated attack of medium bombers was carried out on
Mey lith. 36 B=25's of our group and 36 B-25's of the 321st Group
comprised this formation. The unlucky target of the day was the
dock area and shipping in Olbia Harbor, Sardinia. Our boys agein
led the attack end upem arriving st the target three M/V's of medium
gize were snchored at the docks in the assigned target area, With
wncsnny ascourscy two of the M/V's received direct hits end several
near misees on the third. Decks and Harber imstellations were will
covered by our bombs and ¢me large fire sterted on the Wi side of the
target area. Ome crew reported sinmking another M/V, of appl 200 tems
in the euter port ares. It was also a field day for the excort dive-
bombers and 321 st Group. The dive-bembers accounted for a large MV
in the outer harbor scering a direct hit which resulted im a terrific
explosion and & mass of flames. While all this was going on the 321st
spetted two more ¥/V's anchored te the outer pier and they to suffered
a similar fate. Bombs of their plenes completely envelpped the two
M/N'e and end of pier, leaving mothing but & mass of wreckage. 13 E/A
were observed over target, one of which waes shot down by excort., Heary
flak encountered was of slight intensity and ineffectual.

379th Pilots:

Capt. J. R. Holstead
Capt. K. M. Johnson
Capt. K. M. Hamilten
It. C. W. Smith
It. H. R. Logan
Lt. I. E. Grant
Lt. H. E. Rogers
It. B. J. Leask
F/0. R. C. Blesel

Observer: Ii. F. E. Geeckel, Ass't Sq. S-2.

After four days of much needed rest 24 of owr planes were up
and headed for the dobks at Pantelleria. The target being
the dock imstallations and Coastal Defense guns im this SeQter.
The first flight of 12 plenes scored hits on the docks, jetties
adjacent installations while the second flight covered the gun pesiticms.
No enemy A/C were encountered end the Heavy flek of moderate intensity
was very inaccurate.

379th had no shins on this pission.

(I:;pt. Allan led eleven of owr planes in a 24 ship formation
over 1/G st Milis, Serdinia on May 19th. The north, east and south
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GONFIDENTIAL

disporeal aress, in which 40 to 45 multi-motored E/A were parked,
was well covered by fregs. Hengars end imstallations in the NW,
corner of the 1L/G were alsc hit causing numercus fires im this
secbor, 10 E/A engaged our escort in a dog-fight over the target
resulting in the destruction of one of the attackers.

379th Pilots:

c&Ptn J- Tt ﬂlan
Capt. J. R. Holstestl,
Clpl’-. E. ¥, Johnsen
Capt. R. M. Hamilten
It. G. C. Beachum
1t. I. E. Grant
It. J. D. Lindh
Lt. H, E. Rogers
It. ©C. W. Smith
It, H.R. logan
F/6. R. C. Blosel

May 20th and the 379th hed & vacation. Nome of our plames
were in the line up, The target being the Alghero~Fertilia A/D
at Sardinis. 24 planes of the group did a very good job of covering
the target, damageing er destroying 20 to 30 E/A. The biggest con~
centration of bombs covered the NE, SW and SE disperssl sreas where
a majority of the E/A were parked, Hangers and installatioms in the
SW sector of the field were alse covered. TWe E/A were sighted over
the terget but did not attack., Flak at the wes very slight
and inaccurate.

The morning of May 2lst found all avallable persomnel decked
out in their class A uniforms to witness the issueing of Air Medals
and Clusters to all authorized combat crew members. The ¢
was very brief due to the sudden assignment of a targst. So with a
very quick briefing and preperation 24 palmes of the group were up
and winging their way toward Villacidro A/D in Sardinia. The results
were very good with 10 to 15 E/A perked in the NE corner well covered,
Intense heavy flak was encountered over the target and the formatien
returned mimus two crews. Li, licCermick of the 380th was hit by
flak over the target and expleded in mid-air, The 379th was alse very
unfortunate, for It. G. C. Beaclum's ship met a pimilar fate. Our new
8q. Commending Officer, Capt. Hesten C, Ds:loh, after having recently
attained his smbitien, was among those lost., Those observing the um-
foertunate incidemt say that the right wing was shot off and ship
spun to earth, Although three were seen to opem, It is
urdeternined as to whe was sble te leave the doomed plane, Some think

GONFIDENT LAL
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that two of the chutes might have been 5/Sgts. Dalmaso and Gower,
gunner and radio-man respectively, of Lt. J. D. Lindh'e crew.

These two men balled out over the target evidently thinking their
ghip hed been hit because of the violent evasive sction their phlet
had te employ. The emtire persennel of the squadren grieve the loss
of It, G, C. Beachum and hie crew, alse Capt. Heston C. Daniel's
mis-fortune, for he was very well liked and respected.

It. G. C, Beschum's crew:

?. Beachlll, Ge Co 2nd Lt.
CP. S!ith, Do .o ht Iatu'

B, = DeBermardis, A. J, S/8gt.
G. Kitszerow, L. A. 8/Sgt.
R. Mencer, W. 0, S/Sgt.

0. Daniels, H. C, Capt,

May 22nd Cspt. Barl E. Battem, 380th, was resssigned to 379tk
as commanding Officer. ;

May 2/th, New crews were assigmed to the 379th Squadron.

2nd It, Herbert L. Hastings lst Lt. Jessie L. Carpenter

F/0. Gerald T. Lathrep 2nd 1t, Jobn H, Schnack

2nd It, George H, Beers S/Sgt. Jacksen W. Park

S/5gt. Ilewis B, Iversem S/Sgt. Walter L. Nigh

S/8gt., Jack (NMI) Rumd S/8gt. Hemry N. Kuhn, Jr,

S/8gt. Willie P. Franklin 8/8gt. leddie L. Miller
379th Pilots:

Capt. J. T. Allan
Capt. K. M. Johnson
Capt. R. M. Hamilten
Capt, J. R. Holstead
Ltc Gc CO Bmhm
it. B. J, Lessk
Ilti L Oo 'o mﬁ
It, H. R, Logan
Lto I. E. Grant
It. J. D. Lindh
FIOI n. c. Blﬂ'ﬂl

On Msy 24th, a Macchl 200 was added to the list of enemy
aireraft victories of the 310th Group when S/Sgt. John E. White
caught him im his sights and knocked him imto the water. Thls
]h?penad when 36 plenes of the group were over QlhlasVenaficrita

G in Sardinia. 15 te 20 E/A were sither destroyed or dameged
when bombs covered the NE and SW dispersal areas where they ware
parked. One large 6 engime ME 323, parked aleng the W, taxi strip,
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