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i 310th Bewbardment Group
Berteaus, Algeria
1 May 1943.
SUBJECT: Squadron History for April. ™
70 : Headquarters, 310th Bomb Gp (i) AAF. ﬁ'fﬂ iL. i3
1. & g

Seventeen missions were successfully completed for the month
April, Planes of the 379th Sq, participated in twelve of them, Targets such
ag the Bo-Rizzo A/D in Sicily, the Alghero-Fertilia A/D and Ferto Torres
harbor i Sardinia; Oudna'L'G, la Sebala 17/G; St.-Narie du #it-A/D, and
epemy shipping in the Mediteranean, felt the trunt of owr attacks.

Capt. Daniels arrived on the field April 2nd sfter many weeks
of illness and took up his duties as Sq Operations Officer. He brought
M/3gt. Guichard of the Engineering Dept, with him. M/Sgt. Cuichard "had
suffered a broken leg in a jeep accident in England, and is one of the best
mechanice in the Group.

On April 4th, eighteen of our planes encountered two large M/V's
while on a Sea Search. Direct hits and several near misses score both as
probebly destroyed. Cur formation was attacked by ME-109's and during the
battle, a demaged ememy fighter collided with a B-25 piloted by Lt. Middle-
ton. Both ships crashed into the sea.

379th Pilots:

Lt. K. N. Johnson
Lt. H. R. Logan
Lt, C. W, Smith

Another Sea Search mission was flown on April 10th, Ho M ¥ were
sighted, but ouwr gunners had a field day when a formation of 25 JU-52's
with three JU-88's were intercepted on their way to Tunis with men and
supplies. The B-25's accounted for ten of the transports and two of the
escorting 88's, Many of our ships were hit, tut only twe men were injured.
Lt. Taylor, co-pilot for Capt. Allan, was struck by a 20mm armor-plercing
shell which ripped through the fleshy parts of both his thighs. He was ad-
ministered first ald by other members of the crew while Capt. Pound, the
navigator took over his duties as co-pilot, Thcrdio-gmn,&gtéhu, -
received several scratches on this arm and legs when scrapnel emtered his =

4:-0
was cranked down mamually, 7

his used for target practise and prepared
hix to land, EHe instructed three men of his crew to cmawl to the tail of the
lhipsothtthoiroxtnnightummmuthIaudMing. The
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down hard hoping to jar the nose-wheel into a locked position. It rose
about thn feet into the air and gracefully settded on the rimway in a
beautiful, conventional three point landing... 0ld "58" was again turned
over to It, Neubauer, the Engineering Officer for repairs and will soon
bohckinthlnu-uptopw'lu'r;‘hckrurihcutsmdh’uhu.
(See attached story by Lt. Neubauer).

379th Pilots:
Cl-pt. JeTle Allan (night M.r)
Lt. G.C. Beachum

Lt. B.J. m
1t. H.R. Iogan

April 11th sgw eighteen of our ships bombing the airdrome at St.
Marie du Zit, The entire field was well covered by hits, especially in the
center and west portion including the revetments where over twenty ships were
dispersed,

379th Pilots:

It, R. M. Hamilton
It, I, E, Grant
It, H. E. Rggers
F/0 R.C. Blosel
Lt, P, E, Sullivan
Capt J. R. Holstoad

To make certain of complet destructlon of the airdrome at St.
Marie du 2Zit, a second flight was sent out on April 12th, Approximately
twenty five A/C were seen well dispersed and in revetments, The LG was
well covered and fire was observed coming from buildings and west side of
the field. The results were belisved to be very good.

An hour later, eighteen planes of the 428th and 38lst mede a run
on the Oudna 1/G. Bombs were seen to burst near thmee aircraft parked near

the center of the field, Heavy black smoke was observed and the L/G was con-
sidered well covered.

379th Pilotas:

It. G.C, Beachum
1t. I.E. Grant
Lt. F.E, Sullivan
Lt. R.M. Hamilton
It. H.E. Rogers
F/0 R.C, Blosel
Capt. J.R, Holstead

On April 13th e Heart Awards were presented to Capt, Holstead,
Lt. Hamilton, Lt. Grant, T/Sgt. Pettibon, S/Sgt Haskell, ILt, Taylor, and
8/8gt Brunner, in an impressive ceremony with all the personnel of the
entire Group present, It, Taylor and S/Sgt. Brunner were absent , both being
in the hospital recovering from their wounds,
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Capt. Allan led twelve of owr ships in

over the L/G at Oudna on April 16th. It was well covered with the biggest

concentration of bombs in the center, Sw, W, and NW His

were scored among the aircraft parked in the SW, SE, and N sections, and one

erew reported seeing a large explosion fo The

RR and road S of the field were also hit.
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379th Pilots:

Capt. J.T, Allan
1t. G.C. Beachum
Lt. B.J. leask
Lt. C.¥. Smith
Lt. R, M, Hamilton
Tt. H.E, Rogers
l'/O R.C. Blosel
It. K. M. Johason
Lt. H.R. Logan
Lt- I.ni mt
Capt. J.R. Holstead
RC Po‘. m‘.ﬂ

On April 17th and the 379th had a vacation. Nowe of the
in the line-up., The mission was a Sea Search, but was just a nice
the planes reached their initial point, two fighter planss btuszed
tion, The P#38Is dropped their belly tanks in order to do battle
the intruders away., Since they woild be umable to complete the tr
the extra tanks, they were foreced to retuwrn. the leader

saw the last one disappear, he too turned his formation and he

i
553;5

pwi
of the B-25!
aded home.

:

The residents of Sardinia became acutely aware of the power
accuracy of the B=25 on April the 18th when 36 ships of owr group bombed
two targets on their sunny little island., Eighteen planes singled out the
docks of Forto Torres, and with wncamny accuracy, dropped three 500
on one ship, two on a second one on a third, end further dispelled any
chance of their being afloat long by spacing several near misses among them.
The docks and other harbor installations were heavily damaged, While sad
Italians watched the destruction, otheres equally sad saw over 1,100 frag.
bombs disrupt the peace and serenity of the Alghero~Fertilia A/D., The
tire £iald was covered with bursting bombs damaging or destroying completely
scores of aircraft dispersed in neat order, Hangars and buildings on
both the E. and SW corners were hit andset afire and a gasoline dump at
the south end of the field exploded, sending up columns of flames and smoke.
The two flights met after leaving the terget and winged their way home
without having seen a trace of flak or enemy fighters.

5
B

:

General Doolittle had more reason to be proud of his B=25's after

this splendid days work and showed a smiling countenance that evening at a
dinner held in our Officer's Club celetrating the ammiversary of the Tokyo
raid, All men who had participated in this mission, who were stationed close

to be available, were + The "bar=room" guartette, comprising
SAHRN 198 AR N8 s e, 12 amiaton, 375ty Tt Rerpocks, 36lst
It. Timerman and Lt. Coffey of the 380th, entertained the celebrators by
ginging all the popular songs ever printed, and some that were not.
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379th Pilots:

1t. R. M. Hamilton
1t. H. E. Rogers
1t. C. W. Smith
F/0 R, C. Blosel
Lto II Eq Gl‘lﬂt
It. P. E. Sullivan
Capt . J. R. Holstead

The 381st Sqdn. took off on April 19th to bomb the la Sebals
1/G. Strings of bombs fell across the south dispersal area and the NE
section. Three fires sending up black smoke were observed along the
edge of the field bordering the canal, Inte
1t, Kearn's ship, causing him to erash land
to make & good landing, and the crew is thought to be safe.

Three targets were bombed on April 20th, Twelve of our ships
took off at 0820 hours to bomb the L/G at la Sebala, five minutes later
the 380th went after a L/G at J-9283 and in the afternoon the 428th bombed
the I/G at K-2338, The targets were well covered and all ships returned
in spite of the imtense, heavy flak,

379th Pilots:

Capt. J. T, Allan
1t. B, J. Leask
It. C, W, Smith
Ilto no .u H“ilton
Lt, H. E, Rogers
F/0 R. C. Blosel
Lt. G. C. Beachum
It., K, M, Johnson
Lt. B! Ro Ibgln
Lt. Io B.. G’!‘.ﬂt
Capt J. R, Holstead
Lt. P, E, Sullivan

A sea Search mission was flown on April 23rd, but no shipping
wiks sighted and all bombs were returned.

379th Pilots:

Lt. G, C. Beachum
Capt, J. R. Holstead
It. P, E. Sullivan
It, H. E, Rogers
F/O R, C. Blosel

April 26th... the Tebourba Rd. Junetion, RR Station and tracks
were the target for the bombs of twelve of our ships today. The objectives
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were well coversd and fires were observed in the station and the north por-
tion of town, Intense, heavy, accurate flak followed the flight to and
from the target but in mo way affected the bomb run, Several ships suffered
minor flak holes,

379th Pilots:

1t, B, J. Leask
It. C. W, Smith
It. K. M, Johnson
It. H. R, Logan

Capt., Allan led eighteen ships on a Sea Search missionm on April
28th, The escort consisted of twenty P-38's of which four were fighter
bombers, each having a 1,000 1b, bomb hanging in an external rack, Two ‘s
were sighted without escort. The bombers scored one direct hit and one near
miss on the first ship and left it halted, belehing flames and clouds of
smoke, The P-38's claimed a direct hit on the other ship and both are be-
lieved sunk, Two Me-10§'s and one Me-210 covering the ships were engaged
in combat, and S/Sgt. Maare and T/Sgt. Lockhard poured lead imto the ME=-21
until it crashed,

379th Pilots:

Capt, J. T, Allan
It. B. J. leask
Capt, J. R, Holstead
It. P, E. Sullivan
Lt., €. C. Beachum
Lt. R. M. Hamilton
1"/0 R. C. Blosel

On April 29th, an Me-109 was added to the list of enemy aireraft
victories of the 310th Gp, when both 8/Sgt. Dees and Sgt Miller caught him
in their sights and knocked him into the water, This happende whem fifteen
planes flew a Sea Search mission and were intercepted by 10 to 12 ME-109's
and a 6/¢ flying boat. During the emsuing battls the P-38's accounted for
the flying boat and several of the ME-109's, Although two small ships were
sighted in the distance, no attack was made because the fighters, having
dropped their belly tanks during the engagement, had to head for home, A1l
bomba were returned.

379th Pilot:

It. H, R, Logan

A very busy and successful month was ended on April 30th with
the L/G at J-8850 as the luckless objective. Since mo planes or activity
of any nature were observed on the L/G, the eightenne B-25's again led by
Capt. Allan, bombed the junstion on the main road between Tunis and Medjes
el Bab, Direct hits were scored and 30,000 Germand and Italian leaflets were
dropped in the target area, Extremely intense, heavy, accurate Ilak was
thrown up at them from many points. Lt. Sullivan's ship was severely hit
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