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31nt.b Bombardment Gro'~p

3?9th Bo'llbardlllellt S<ldn.
Berteauy-, .'\lge::1a

.~

1 April 1943.

SUBJEcr: SqtUldron Ristory or :arcb.

TO lfca:iquarters, 3lOt:.h Bomb Op (11). • •
In comparison "Jth prroOtlS "",nth'e act.iv-itics, t S ",onth has been

rather in<lctiVll from a ",ieeion point of view. 0nJ:y 9 missions oro flol'!ll over
e::JolI\V te itory. Ho lover, ~h03C nine were :Cull of dyn!lJ!litc. Three (3) ener;;
fre -lIters '.ere sunk, three (3) Siebel Fer ie:; sunk Ella three (3) prob'J.b17 sunk

and one (1) ~E 109 sbat do"n. Spscilll co"ncnd?tionll ere rec'd from Oenerals
Doell "1e and Spaatz for this excellent • (See -ttacbcd copies of their

ooesa.ges ).

1. On 1Iol.roh 7th, 1943 at 0920 hours, flying on l\ Ssa searcb mission,
U:. Hamilton and 0,.a17 covered the"lse1Vas ..,ith glory {'or their dauntless co rage
ani br very for singling out an enemy Ii/V in a convoy of olav"" ahi 'e headed
far 3izarte. Flying at 200 feet and dodging betl_ll a bn'loon bs.rJ·age, Lt.
Hamilton struCk viciously at t is ship, soO!"in- dircet hits e.n..i 1e 'ling it nnss
of flen!es. Crippled by flak, he kept his ship up "ith the formation and l'Ihen
jtaped by 3 !IE 109'3 his ace turret gunner, a/sgt. Brunner, ent into -etien
mb both 50' s pumping lend at the oncoming foe. ene 1t e;;:p1ode:l in mid-air,
the 2Dtl b\1rgt Lnto flaJllCs :md went doll'[l smokin ; it as then that enemy fire
hit It. Hamilton 's valialt gunner, lIOund.ing him aDd putting 111s guns out of
ac&iOl1.

Co-pilot It. Gr nt, and s/agt. Haskell ad"linistered "irst tid to
aU ere', memb""s lnc1udlnZ th..,."elves; all \Tere hit by this vio1ant enemy
act ion. Tho ship hed 115 bu11.et Ill1d flak holes.

Lt. Hamilton - Foot ..aund
Lt. Grant. - Shoulder wound
S/Sgt 1hs.."te11 - C':1est round
SJ3~ Pet.t i bon - iJ"IIl wound
slag+. Brunner - Eye wound

Back over land, "Ham' ag n to op behind the flight, btIt ieter­
minad to brinfj his woundo crew in and altbough hurt hi.m:lelf he kept his I

":oole" flying. Back over the home b se he ne" and in spite of t.hs f· et that his
bomb baY doors ;rere still open JOnd could nat be closed, he brought his ship in to
a safe landing.

To Lt. tlamilton and his crew the ent irs £:l',,:m pay3 h h tribute. !:r'
at home ill realizs lIh.·,t he and hie crew want thrOl :;h ~n..i how 't'C11 he did ,..'
hia job. 3IIt his brot. s-in-arms knOlY and we say: ":lell done, cr.."." r)

.r:­
The followin." is a brief resume of the history of tho rear P,l'~";

echelon "hicb left the States on Jan 13 -.0.1 rejoined this squtriron oil Feb 2~
(j)

2. Under tho comm.:md of It. TholllSs l'I. Barrineau, -the detachment 1ert
Greenville, S. C. b)' train on Nov. 21st, 1942 for the overseas gtaging area at
CBJ p KIIlracr, N. J. They arr vad here on the noxt doy. The per10d from J)ov. .2nd
to Jan 1)t· (1943) f/!lS spent pri1=i1y in preIW"ing for oversess. Short leeves
of absence were ',TOIlted. Otaer than these there -are few breaks in the routine.

~ ~
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On t he IJ~h 0:: J nuary 1943 this detachment left camp for
the P of E, new York, traV1>linff there bY'train, and boarded the John Eric­
sson at 1600 hours on that day. The transport sailed during the early
morning hours of the l.4th.

The vo~e aorOss took 12 days. Tho trip "as generally calm
ani uneventful.

The convoy arrived at Casablanca on Jan 26th and disembarked
at 0200 hours. It was necessary to march 4 miles to a desiffll'lted biVO'..lB.c
area Where camp 1l'S.S pitched.

From Jan 26th to Feb 27th usual squadron duties were perf"ormed.
On Feb 28tb.'the rear echelon de:pa.rted Gazes airport, casablanca

vis. army transpons (C 47's) and rejoined ~ha rest 0= the 310th Group
in combat dulties at Berteaux A.A.B, Algeria.

The conm1ete roste~ of personnel in this det1lclulent. are as
follows'

Det. ConQr.
Oomm. O.

Supply O.

2nd Lt.
2nd Lt.
2nd It.

Ban-inea'J., Thomas W.
Bailey, B on C., Jr.
Canale, Philip M., Jr.
76 Enlisted to:en.

3. The 3;nst Bombardment Group ( ) (B-25' s) arrived at Ain
Milia, just a few miles east of this bass to toke up the "ark. They came
with a full aceompliJn!lIlt of planes, fceturmg a till gun and two tIIlist gun •
They should offer the foe an Impleaeant surprise in air enco'.<l1ters.

Their first reid 1I8.S to the E AID at !deZZOUDa where they
suecessfully attacked A/o on the grourrl. According to the cotltlliniques at
least 12 were destroysd. The attacked at 3500 fest whieb is sooething new
for thi3 area, ae most attacks IIave been made from 8000' to 11, • They
suffered no losses, but rec'd hitls from flak. This attack waS made on Jle.reb
15th. Sincs then the ll'eatb.Br has been aeainst any flying. But they abould
do ell in future operations•

.lany of the boys reporl interesting radio pngrams frolll Germany.
One feature is "Sally of the Axio". In one of her programs she made
the remark too the "President of the IT.S. went home after his conference,
;ohy didn't the Americen soldiers gO h<ne, bat they can'~ for they are soldiers­
NOI'I how can this be true Democracy'l" She also states how we lengh
O'Y&r their jokae and enjoy their music. An! that".. are starving to the
point where lie e buying up all of the I.rabe I eggs.

The Group S-2 office has rec I d many cOlmiends.tions over their
set-up as an 5-2 office. lYing has been especially cocrpllmentary. And
...e have heard th"t 'fe give the best briefing in this theat e; this may or ma;r
not be bU1, tut some feel tint we are tr;r1n. and doing our est, and this
is oeet:lng the approval of those in higher echelons.

A \'7()man I1C"1S conlespondent from the International NOlfS Service
visited us for a few days and some of our pilots rec'd encouraging
remarks from her, with the possibility that their deeds lVOuld receive 80me
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pU1:llicity back home. ss Rob'ls seemed very cspab1e of \'It'iting up some
deligJ:rt;ful stories about our group for those in the stetes.

There are SOllie rumors that the Group is to receive a special
eitation from the President of the U.S. for its excellerrt work. This,
\1e hope is true. certainly or pilots and their crews deserve all of the
credit that eJ.ln be given to them.

4. On the 14th of March Colonel Imnter annolllleed that eertain
eOl!lbat crews would be sent to rest camps for about ten days. Some of the
erews "ant to !frane, just SE of Fes and others went to a spot south of
CIlsablanea. All erews left araund noon on )larch 15th.

5. The followinF' Offieers and Enlisted • n of the 379th Bomb
Sq. left for s rest cure on Monday eh 15, 1943:

Major Travis Hoover
Capt • John T. Allan
Capt. William R. Pound, Jr.
1st Lt. Robert !. Hamilton
1st Lt•• Donovan 'II. Ibllien
1st It. Charles W. 8m th
1st It. Gilbert J. Su'Ople
2nd Lt. Graham C. Beachum
2nd !Jt. Isaae E. Grant
2nd Lt. William C. fughes
2nd It. Bertram J. Leask
2nd It. Leo (NUl) Lesonik
2nd Lt. Je.ek D. Lindh
2nd :It. l:Iarry R. Logan, Jr.
2nd lit. Howard J. Ross
2nd Lt. Kenneth II. achla3inger
2nd 1t. Donald • 3mith
2nd :.t. Julius R. Taylor
TISgt • Henry H. Chase
s/Sgt. Albert F. Dallaire
s/agt. Horris • Haskell
S/agl; • Fred F. Hecks
s/Sgt. Lester A. Kit.zerow
T/sgt. Lewis F. llarple
s/sgt. stanley J. Kids
s/sg't. Salv tore • Pagano
a/sgt. Wooclrow'll. Pettibon
s/Sgt. Joseph (NMI) Ilabinowita
Sgt. Welter I. Sundstrom
s/sgt. Thomas Velerrt ie, Jr.

6. The folIo ing officers, fligJ:rt; offieers, and enlisted men
joined this squadron on rmch as r plaeements:

~ 00 ~Il' ...~riu 11\
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2Dd Lt. Jloneld C. B1glI
2111 Lt. Harold L. Boge1"ll
2111 Lt. BUb .. ItuppeU
rio. Ila1IIoDd C. BlOMl
rio. La.lli f. Croder
rio. Frank B. EatoD
rio. DoDOnll S. Wall
s/sgt. IIIx r. !lrotl4WJlt
slt. Gerald I. Gulett.
s/Sgt. Gil~ r. HIId_
s/set. .1l1lUl Iluo.
s/Sgt. Kivu .... Va D..
s/Set. George T. Willoll
S(t. IIIrr1 T. Waldrop
s{Sgt. Cerl L. Yalft'

Boaberd1ft'
Pilot
Co-pilot
Pilot
Co-pilot
Co-Pilot
Pilot
!IId1o OperaUOI'
Gaaner
I!oIIbllrdill'
a-
1Ia410 Operator
!IId1o Operator
Ouzmll'
JIad10 Operator

J<.'

1lhU. the old _ WDt 011 tbair 'Teet 0Ul'8,. O.f.U. tra1Diac
11&1 oarried on tor the ... _.

011 IIIl'oh 24th, old cnw retu1'lled UId aiuloDi. wre re.-4.
taren' at Groabel1&, Tua1I1& UId a _ .urch ai..ioa wre t'lom lIT the
lid ot the .mh.

011 IIIl'oh 20th, 1a1Ual drift. lIIIre etarted lIT tba VIII th
Aftt:f tonrd Gabe. UId the .u-icaa Aftt:f fro. GafA. BT 1Iu'. 311t, the ED­
clilh hid occupied Gabe•• n. ~.t.rq 1IU well be70111 n Guetter.

!1mB eDd. the 3N It>ath ot .379th Activiti•• on the A1'ricaa
troD.
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