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j);.;.'UEl. I: Si.O&r>, 0828181, lat a, Pilot. Scnrsdeb, NY.. . . .
Fl.(ffi) V loJ.i.CJ, .0""7t.~, lat .a.. Co-pilot. i'oI't1~l\d, Oro,

, ,

,mp OLtS1'iR

JOHN E jOles, 03233£2, C£.pt, Pilot. stctcsbcro, On.
. '. .

Oa:.RIAS D LQ;Q, 11165510, lat Lt .. Bccl.llcrdlor. 'bsle, Tex.

i'-UL :: ~~l!:, 0776424, lat It '0 Pilot. Hie h:Jond ,ilo1l:::lU, .1),

'l',JO;.t.S vm .mw, 0829344, lst~.l .Pllot. ,ilIl:wllon, N. J.

2. it' Urection of t',o Prcs1clent, un.:lor t~l provisiono of om 600-45, as
C:.1lhc.~~, rnd pUriNe:.t to cut. oritl 0 o..tdn,:i ia C1roulcr 89', N...TOlB&., 10 july
1944, t:m .,ir ,bdc.1 or Ot.k-..t.:>r.1' C1ust:l1' in liou tl,;,r-::of, in t:>:> oe:togorioa Us­
tad, 1s avc.re.oJ til' tl.o fo110'~1ll[. 'ot.::od .' J'sonn.,1, '31ot1>~ Gp' (.1), i.ir Corps,
U!I1tod ~t;'8 ~.:11, for ,Jor1tor10ua £.0',1....,.;, "lit 'L.... lc pcrtielpct1ng in ccri<.1
£u£1:,t durU-e t:1 c.ttLok upon r.u.litd'y ol>joetiV"::B iil ,~ .bditorrc.noon Thoctor
of Oporc:tions I caei;;n...cut, locrt10u, dc.tv Lld r~oi<to:lOO fa ind10otod. The pro­
tosi>io;u:l skill t.IJ.d d:lVo1l10l: to 4,uty d1spii,od rdl;ot hicllost or,ocil; upon t!le
..Il.l1t~.ry Sorvioo of t~o Unitod 3tc.tos.

il~ T &l~, 07,36526, 11Jt Lt. C~pllot. Str.a D1 Cordno, Itc.ly on 7 .1creh
1945.' Clovclcnd, O!.ie.

~ j) Gl1l'HaU, T1350B,3, J"lt 0, ilo-1br.r1icr. CLlPD, Itc.~ on 16 i.l:.rc:h 1945.
llorkolo,Y, Celif.

VINClOll!' J aEi [s,slOll, ;JR, 33695044. Srt, .lc.dio C=r. CCl:ljlo, Itlll¥ on 16
;,moeh 19/(5. lUJJlood,City, Pc.. .

ED,,";ID a w.:I. 346,37620, s<-t, ":.11 Cunn~r. Ckl:lPO, Italy em 16 ~h 1945. S!>ai
tass.

ROy:e: a..m:::s, 34ll50SS1. 3rt, .1c.410 G=~r. C":ljlO, Itcl,y on 16 ,.brCl> 1945.
Srnf'ord; N O.

I.::al•.iO j G..ZJeCI', 15358103. Sf;t, Tc.~l Gmmo:". Oc..:IpO, ItIl1.~ on 16 i4lreh 1945,
Clovclc.nd, Ohio. .

LEO L GilIiS. 36148792. set. Tt,1l Ou:l.nor. Clc..:lpo, Itel)' on 16 :lerel> 1945. Paton,
N .Lb. I

JOOEffi ...:.usrOi',ll0B4nB. Sgt, Ralio Ou:.:.or. St::z Dl Corc.111O" Itt,~ on 7 lJDreh
194,5. Et.st WIl6 ..blldol/S• ..1.ss.

G.ii:~ r loIl.l.mEY. 327
Tronton, N J.

•

64. Set, Turra' Qunnor. Ooupp,

- 2 -
REST.llIOTED

Illy on 16 ..loroh 1945.
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Fw':' vl.:Sl~", 1 •• •
R-J..J?H G DROdJOOl.", 0764620, 2d Lt, Co-pUot. CC:1PO, It"l:; on 16.rerch 1945.
Nixon, Toxe

JO"ll?H ~ C...lIW-.NJ, 31085568 • .3r1;. TLil Gunn,::r.
1945. Lctironce, ~~S~.

DoCllC-. "11:'u1y' an 8 Fcbrucry.. ,

JOHN E •.Roo, 32270153, S S:lt, 3o::lbU'dior. kvis, ltc,llt on 24 Fo:>rucry 1945.
ill.lford, J)) i. ..

HlJIIERT .....US1'IN., 330.')7-)'31... ?·t ~ ~.~-

1945. Clov,r, Vc"
'1 1 ':"')1

J:L21JR _ a.-., TON, 121S~llt4. t> "I.',. -':11"'0: .<,,-'W,' '.' i" r:c.1)' "" 24 FobI'unI'Y
1945. PittsburCh, Pc.•

_!...k~y S FLC3K, 11:'2:)369, S 3;:t, Tnil Gu:.::o-r. Stc:z Di Cu:rcino. Itcly on F/ Lmch
1945. S:mJtor de iL:hts, O:.tio

I .'

..L'Il'ilONY E 1IIUJIJ:; 336965<>5, 5 Set, Redio Gunnor. Sto", Di Cercino, Itc.ly 0 7
clerc11- 1945. Pitot3'Jtlral1,

8....JUEL ..... LJ~..cK.El.1... JR I 14109529, 5r.,t. :;c.dio Gun"lCr. Stc:z Di Corc.ino, Itc:lyon
7 .LxC:' 1945. Foyottovillo, N C. . .

J03EPH •• C.Ji..J..JlE, 31085568, Set. Tdl Gunnor. acapo, Holy on 16 ,Q-ch 1945.
WtlrOnco, He8s. .

JILEFl3 L JO;JNSON, 39411157, SGt, .'ledio C::·~7:Cr•••1<:, Italy on 22 Fcbrur,ry 1945.
l.:b.d won. ../is_.

lID.,.ID J IE TLR!'E, 02064422, 2d Lt. 30rillr.r,lior. or.opo. Ito.1y on 16 •.[arcn 1945.
Dotro1t, ;IiCJ1.

:lOY'!' N P•.YNE, JIl, 02067746, 2:1 110 .. Do. ',c.rdior. 3tc",')i Corhino, Ito1y on 7
).trc:1 1945. fnoot"illo, Tenn.

P.ULL'R J..mfS01'1, 12063861, : 5,..1;'; rtt.dio Gunner. ,or.sarse, It~ly on 20 3.'\l'ch
1945. No" "{ork, N Y.

E.~U. E CoSl.lQli, 0782698, 1st U, Pilot. ' Ln7is ..··Italy on 24 F,obruary 1945. iUlton,
Ky •

•.NJJrlE" L ':lEfu,ID, "0773047, 1st Lt,. Pilot.• CClPO, Ite1y on 16, i.ic.rch'1945. Fom­
iUf}to:.1, Ill.

. • 3 -
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:u.LT!2 i on..tr..l..:I, art628J+, 2d Lt, Co-plloj;. CclpCl, Itcly on 161t::roh 191J5.
LoB ~o1oB, Cal1t.

ilUllili'lT :l iwt~i..L, 3713~5, ~ ~tt, 1'u:r:rot Cunti~r. Sto.z Di Corelno, I1;ely on
7 i.tlrch 1945. l".annott, /b.

. .

J::.ms F lil11llIS, 35790245, T Set, Ilnllie Gum:or: L<.vls, Itdy ott 24 Follruuy
1945. Spr:nr. Valley, 0!I10.

1.&.18O~, 3~ll9OQ, s art, Bedl0 Gunnor~ Lc.vis, .Itcly on 24 Pbncry
1945. 'l:n1skc, l.lioh.

JOHN R VOLL::1's, Jil, i212i343, s Set, TUl'I'Ot Gunnar. Lr.vie, Italy on 24 Fobl'l1­
Dry 1945. N0\7 iQl'lt. N. Y.

. ' .
•iJCiL& a ;?....Ji.'CtlI. 3270:;163, s ~,.:milia Cunner. Str..;< Dl Coraino, Ualy aD
7 ..t:rch 1945. NuV1oy, .. :r•

.'

JOHN E a..&.ou., 0199CS67. 2d a, ;;cUJtX .'.or. lelia. Ikly on 24 Fob1".\cry 1945.
i4Q;1ood, ,Ill:

. \

G1lllGE ¥ !'..RH'l. J:i, 0828754, Ist Lt, Pilot. St~z Dl Core.ino, It~ on 7 U:rch
1945. Brooklyn, N ? , . .
~ ll:otSI:l, 0745004, 1st a. Nevl('etor. 0<':;10, Italy on 16 l:)lrch 1945.
J.n.. N Y•."

•

/s/ L D CutEline,a
L D OllllINGS
LtOol, .$

. .4tg ...u'j Gonorc1

\

•

CII.llU:S T cnIB
Bri£'rdior Oonore1, tBI.
C!11~f of Steff

•. '!'Sill: EA2!R..cT CQ<'I I

(r0.I~ '11( .• .,...a. • or"

.P'rIILIP .;. lWw.iil, JR.
Cr.ptaill', .:.ir Carpi!

- 4. ..

RES1';.I~TED

•
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24 A/lril 1945
G~ 01lDERS )

I

86 )
EXTRJ.CT

1. By directioo of the President, L 101' the I'rovi"ioos of /.11 1ioo-45. es
s"JOnd.:>d, r.nd pursuant to autho=~ty oont,· "cd in CirctW.,::' 89. N~OlJSl,., 10 Jul1
1944, too J.ir l~del or Oelt··lot.! Clt;.~tor·." 110" ',:l~r,c:-, in tho ceter'dos
listod, ia !lllud d to the follo int Il£'.l" j pereonnc~. JIOth B"lbard:2nt Group
(tl), J.ir Corps, United Stl:~es /;r::ry, CSS1{lL1Cnt and residoncc ell indicated.
tor ::roritorious rchic'Tcc-eat while pcrt icipe.tin:; in aeriel fli,:-;;.t durinG en
•.tt""k upon 0. rt:1lrot.d bridco at CE::Jpo, Itdy on 16 Barch 1945 whioh resulted
in llaevy d=Go to the bridfo thareby bl?ckinc " vitel link in eoo.JY c=n­
ic::tion lines. Tho prof03ssionel skill. end ciGvotion to duty di.plnyed reflect
(;rot:.t orodlt upon tho Militery Service of t e United Str.hs:

W.RR1B~ GlI.RK, JR., 02066214, 2d Lt, Co-pilot. New York City, N. Y.

ROB:mI' S CROUSZ. 0784305, 2q Lt, Co-pilot. !\utharford, Tonn.

JOHN E. c..srllO, '1'6122, Flt 0, Co-pilot. Ecker.field, Cdit.

lL.YNE II rUlE, 140274n, O3ot, Radio Gunnar. Lckolc.nd, Flo..

JOHN ... LlOoo, 0733214, 1st Lt, ilo.:1bnrdia". Sent .. .:.nc. C•.lif.

CijWlms J JJllM3, 13112401, S Set, 'l'UITot 'Gunner. Philcd01phi"-, RI.

TIIORI7.:JJ) J.1lYXKEN: 37574981. S 3rt, Te.il Gunner. Petor.bur:-, N. D.

EroENE R Bl:NCH<-i.I, 0771654, 1st Lt, Pilot. Speni,'> Fork, utah.

NING lr.:<:, 0769146, 1st. Lt, Bo:nbordier. :len Fnnoisco, Celi!.

llil/~ S Il..RB:SQN, 02070268, 2d Lt, Bc1bcrdicr. Iontvil1c. N. J.

EalI.IP,J ..LUll, .39200609. S S; t, Turret Gunner. 31::ino, ,;csh.

H-RO.wJ iF ..RN... INE, .33604169, S S[;t. oo..1b"..rdior. Ik:nvills, Pll.

SilHALL E Bi'lQ..N, .31145921, S Set, Tcil a\UUlcr. Brel'ler, .-S:>.

FOWJ!I';l Q ImI'ER

GQRDQ..~ ...J J..cOBS. 0753362, 1st [;t, Pilot. ;Iinoocpolis, i,iinn.
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F:IR8l'-...Q.:'~:::il_

VlNCENT j BET:TJ'S3nCl, JR., 336950~, ~. Redio G~ncr. Cl'e::lC, Iteq on 1
..'.pr1l 1945. EUwood,City, 1'\:..

LEO L GallS, 367487']2, Set, Teil Gunner GreI:'.c., I~"::'y on 1 ..prll 1945.
PC'ton, N. l..!.

R E 3 ~1 l\ ::: (' .. E 1: •
JOHN C SLllONS, 1402h906. Sc t. He ~~., ~-U'"'!'D1.. ",:S~:)~O :rt.·:::"~/·:1 S ~.T"C~

1945. Brcnchvi11e $, C,

~Rl' C GIU.N, 083JC7 0 2d l~. Ce· p~,,,t. .FoE~·..o;.o. ~~o.'.,;' on 12 i.l!Jrch
1945. '" Roxburl'. 4\SJ

J.....m J.. 3I'O..nLL, 0e28..584t 21 Lt, P.. l'J.l.; .. S't.~'::: '..._!"_1no, I"'.;cly Ol~ 7 :ir'.rah
194.5. :l~irccus", N. Y.

J:...IIllENCJl C ,j;.;;jC-BI, 19080809, :3 5,.rt, Turret OunnCll". Oc.serse., Itcly on 20
:.b"ch 1945. ?ctc:raon, N. J.

Wl!...Q.L~

FR..l\'CI9 RO!3ZRl'S, 0712310, 1st Lt, Bo.:tberdior. Cnsar.c, Itnly on 20 ~.rch

1945. iac,tc.nen, 11. J.

SUJ:']'i ULUSTl::i1

GlEN L RHO;:ES, 0716403, lst Lt, <'Hot. ':'ostu.lin, Itcly on 12 lhcb 1945.
ellico. Crlit.

lo.n?1i C ro;iii:ll, JFt., Cfi'07882, lst Lt. Nr,vi;-etor; Ccse.rsr. Itcly on 30 dlrch
1945. Lc.kcnood, Obio. •

ww .~ DISCN, Cfi'07027, lst Lt, lIr.vi::ctor, Cr. serse, Itcly CIl 20 :Jerch 1945 •
..J;:."Sti" Id. La.

IiILoU•..r Ii i'Ol).L5, Cfi'61791, 1st Lt, .ii'llot. Qr.ar.rS'c, Itcly on 20 :&reb 194.5.
Jontco..lory. J..J.c..

~ :3 3!JLLIV..U, JR., 0715850, 1st U. ?ilot. Csaenico, Itoly on 6 oerch
1945. Cr.rt'icld,lIci(btsl Ohio;

"·II.LL..i K Cil.l:T, JTI., 0799.557, C<.pt.. Pilot. Poordenone, ltdy on 2) I&'.rvh
1945. roc.uses Cit-/, ,il.

-) -
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, • •I

GEllEHAL OI!DEllS )

DIIER 17 )

l!H.!i1IQlk!Q

HEADQUARTERS JlarH :1JMBAiiDM3NT GROUP (In), ill
APO 650

26 April 1945

Ii T1JllJ OF PlTIU'LE IlEliRT

Under the provisions of An"y Re¢ations 600-4;, dated £2 Septe.'Jber 1943,
as aoended, the Purple Heart is a,"&rd3d to the follo"cin~ for \70unds received in
action a~alnst the enemy:

PHILIP R. JliCKSON, (12063861), S/Sgt, .~C, J79th L6lolb Sq (hi), 310th ~o,.....
Gp (M), ill, Ite.ly, 21 April 1945. Entered service frOlll NeVI York, New York.

,~ Ii \C .. 1

. ~ ,. ...if /, .' I
J~ t..~ ,. t. 0 •• , 1 '._"",-,

PJ!TEd H. ..M.lJ'lGTON,
Colonel, A~~ Corps,
CO!lllJallc!ing. "
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2S April 1945
EXTRACT

,. By direction of the Po·eeB.srn;, ..r:l!l..r t1,a p,ov1.>;ions of AR 600-45,
as amended. end pu,euent to auth~_~ty co~t"~ned ;.n 0irc~lar 89,'NA~, 10
July 1944. the Air I"'del or Oa!l:-~e.f Gl:.<tdr in lieu tnereof. in the cate­
sories listed, is awarded to the tol1::-"oilg named ;arsonne1. JIOth Bomb Gp
(M), Air Corps, United states Arrrv. fa,' noritorious echieveJMnt lIhile per­
ticipetins in eerial flight dUrins an attack upon military objectives in the
1editerranean Theater of Operations; location. assignment, date and resi­
dence as indicated. The professional ski~l ace davotion to duty displayed
reflect sreat credit upon the J::ilitary '::srvice of the United States.

m>~-;&lD J DOEBERL. 31277589. s Sst. Tail Cunner. lbvereto, Italy On )0
I:e.rch 19115. Greenwich. Conn.

FRANK M FJJ:FF. 12l6.5047. S Sst, Bacllo Gunner. Conseliee. Italy on 10 April
1945. Linden. N. J.

-zIGBTH ¢!;lSTEi!

JWmj;L B SIWllS. 0828781, Oipt, 1'1lot. Crama. Italy on 1 April 1945.
Scarsdale, N. Y.

'l'HCllAS I-SlIaTH. 0315989. 1st Lt, Co-pilot. Creme, Italy on 1 April 194.5.
Columbia, S. Co

11~'l':m S STOIOiR. 6712245. 1st 11;, Bombardier. Pordenone. Italy on 2) larch
1945. Paterson. N. J.

Jam E CARROLL, 01998867. 2d Lt. Bombardier. Creme. Italy on 1 April 19160
l:'llyWOOd, Ill.

CFJ'ICIAL:
/s/ L. D. Cummings

L. D. ClllINGS
Lt Col, ..CD
J.ctg "ll.j C-eneral

alJ.RLES '1' L<YmlS
llrisadier General. USI..
Ch i ef of staff
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TfIW'TH .uR ~'CilCE

650

JO Apr 19115

EXTilACT

smrICN I - ?t!19RD3 OF SILVi.:i'l SI1llf

By direction of the Frasident. under the pl'Ovisions of ],,~ 600-4,5, as
amended. and pursuant to aut,ori ty contained in Circule.r 89, :~ NATCUst..,
10 July 1944. the Silver star is IlI'IllI'ded to the foJjc-7~ng named personnel.
Jur OorllB. United States kmy. citation and res::'d";nc; ~s i"dlcated.

l"RANOIS ROBERT,h 1712JIO. 1st Lt. 379th Bomb Sq, 311';", Bomt Gp. For ~l­
lantrY in action., en 16 larch 1945. Lt Roberts flew as lsad bombardisr of
a twenty-four plane f~!nation att acting a l"ailroad bridge at Campo. Itely.,
Upon the ap~ae4. t9 the tar~t. intsnse end accurate anti-aircraft fire
envelOllBd the formation. damaging a number of the bomhers. and frSGl!lflnts
from near shell b,wats penetrated the plexi-glaso nose of Lt Roberts' com­
Partment.' Painfully wounding him in the shoulder and hurling him from po­
sition. Despite tp~ intense Pain. Lt ~oberts, displaying utmost deter­
mination and stamina, qUickly returned to his bombsight and setting course
guided his pilot on p perfect run OVer the objective. ~i~h all bombers
releasing on his eiehtings. a co~centratad Pattern of bombs ih,the target
area heavils' damaged the bridge, there":! blocking e vi tel Iiuk iii eneuw
communication linea. His galla~t devc~ion to duty and. outstanding profi­
ciency in combat ra,flect hig'lest credit 11:90n hin'.aelf and the Anced Forces
of the United States. laiawan. N. J.

SECTION IV • J.W'11!IDJ OF· DI3'I'INGUI 1mID :FLYIJol(T 111199 lli1 0lJi:..I:ET.F CLti3'1'ER Dr
LlRU T:Q;;;!EOF :

By ~irec~ion of the &res~dept. unde~ the _ -ovisions of l~ 600-45. as
8Il>3nded, and pursuant to autho=i ty ""Ontaine~ in Circular 89. ~ NilTCU&. 10
July 1944. the Distinguished Jlying Cross Or OaJ<·4af Cluster in lieu there­
of; itl the cate·gori<!~ listed. is awarded. to the foll"';' ng named personnel•

.:.ir Corps. Uni ted States i.rnw. citation and residence es indicated:. . .. .

"

Em1lN1lI'; 'lE"ES. O,7764Ql. 1st Lt. 379th Eomb Sq, ,10th Bomb -Gp. For extra­
ordinary achi,evemenJ; wh'.le perti c ipatinll in aerial fliGh·t as pilot of a
B-25 type aircraft.' en 11 i.p:rll 1945. Lt llomes flevl in en at tack upon en­
ouw troop and gun cocentrations at i.rgenta. Italy.. Upon the approach to th9
target. shell fra@ll8nte f:rom intense anti-aircraft tire heavily dallllged his
airplano. Detarminedly llIlinteining his cripple~ plane on course in the faco
of this accUrate barraga, Lt Barnes enabled hia bowbardior to release hia
bombs wi th devastating effect on this vital mili tary position. en more than

- I ..
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", .
1IllacIIY combe.t IllissiOll8 his outstandLng profidf:ncy and steadf'ast devotion
to dl1ty ha~ reflected great cre9J,t ujlOII h1Qlelf. and the Anned Forces ot
the United States. Van &ren, ~.

jQlN E c:..RRoE.t.. 01995567. 2d Lt, 379th Bomb Sq. )lOth 3o!:lb Gp. For ex­
traordillll1"1 achieYelllent while participating in aerial fliBl1t as lIomberd1er
in a B-~ typa aircraft. On 11 l.pril 19~. Lt Cerroll flew as 1eed bom­
bardier of a thirty-zix )l1aJ1e formation attecking an llIIeIllI' troop concen­
tration at LavoZ201e, Ite~. BecaUS<l of the C1\180 ,.roximi ty of Allied
grOUDd forces to the targat araa. precision aceurac~ in bambini 'lIB" rltal­
1y necessarY. Disp1ayinl !lUPeriC%' professional si.:ill and determins,tioD.
1.t Carroll 8Jd.ded his pilot OD e: ~ect run 0'Vet' the objective. \YUh all
bombardiers releesing on his sightings. s conco"k~j;..,l pd.tern of bombs in
the ta1't;et area inrlicted tlUlY" Ca!lU8ltiesupoll ).: .J:'.1."',, en ...ore then
sixty combat IlIissioDs his Olltstanliing pioriciet'S uni ctf;,,1fast devotion
to dl1ty have reflected great cred! t upon hirrscl! "nd 't.•' .\.'!llE>i Forces of '
the Ilnited :3tatcs. :r.a.rw004,' nl~ .
• .O'

BY CllWi.ND CF Ut:l G»Jmi.L CF.IDLlJ71

~Tl:Yms.

Brigadier Genet:a1, uS/.
<hief of Staff

/s/ L. D. lllmnings
L. n. ClJI,LlNCS
1.t Col, MZJ

•<oetg <4j General

RE3T<lICr,'ED

I ~ -
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.. • • SECRET •
WITH A 12TH AAF B-25 GROUP Ili THE lmDITER.'lANEAR THEATRE

Plane hit by seven fragmentation bombs, two still unexploded
stuck in the fuselage and wings - and landing safely. That I s
what happened when 1st Lt. William N. Poole, 1023 Olay Street,
Montgomery, Alabama, piloted his B-25 1Il1tchell back to its
Mediterranean base after being hit by fragmentation bombs b>om
his own outfit.

Flying close support to F11'th Army troops near Faenza,
LieutenaJl11 Poole was near the target flying right wing in the
lead box of six Mitchells. Behind him were five othEK' boxes
of six apiece. By mistake, the next box of six flew wer the
lead box and started dropping its bombs. Lieuten~t Poole and
his co-pilot, Flight Officer Vincent J. M1hlfried, 611 Farragut,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, looked up just in time to see a shower
of fragmentation bombs descending on them. In the split second
before they hit, Poole tried to evade them, but didn't succeed.

"The noise and the shock vlere a Lot war se than any flak
·could possibly be," said Lieutenant Pool••

Seven bombs hit the plane and two of them stuck. Of the
others, two hit near the tip of the right wing, two hit between
the engine and fuselage on the flap of the left wing, and one
went through the. left rudder. The two which exploded and tore
away the left flap blew in the radio compartment and seriously
wounded the radio man, Staff Sergeant George G. Jollie, 221
Lincoln Avenue, Haddonfield, N.J. They also cut the cables
leading to the left aileron~ leaving only two slim wires to con­
trol it. The bomb which went through the left rudder cut the
control cables completely and left only two strands of fine wire
to the right rudder and right elevator.

Immediately the plane went into a screaming dive outof
the formation. Lieutenant Poole shouted over the inter-phone
for his crew to bailout, but the inter-phone was estroyed in
the explosion and no om heard. A moment later, he counter­
manded his order, for he had finally succeeded in bringing his
plane under control, although it was "hopping like a bucking
horse."

The plane still carried its load of more than 100 frag­
mentation bombs and was losing altitude all the time. The bo!li:>­
ardier, Staff Sergeant JoPn E. Argo, S.E. Front street, Milford,
Delaware, started back in the plane to check the damage and met
the tail gunner, Cpl. Jack E. Harcher, 10626 crestwood, Oleveland,
Ohio, craWling ovel' the bomb bay on his way forward. Corporal
Harcher repol'ted that he thought the radio J:lan, Sergeant Jollie
lJD.lst have been killed by the explosions. The crew, including
turret gunner, Staff Sergeant Charles J. Adams, 1346 S. 51st St.,
Philadelphia, Pa., stood by wearing their parachutes ready to
jump, but it was unnecessary.. Flying out over the sea, they jet­
tisoned their bombs to lighten the plane and lessen the risk of
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•• • SECRET •
explosion on landing. Said Lieutenant Poole, "We were really
sweating out the bombdoors opening, but by some miracle, they
worked perfectly. IVe left the bombdoors open until the bomb­
ardier had checked to see that all of them were gone. They
fell near a mine-sweeper; I guess those fellows thought Jerr-!
was bombing them for sure."

With the weight of the bombs gone, the plane was able
to maintain its altitude. Occasionally other planes flew by,
but didn't dare to come close enough to the wounded plane to
see how badly she was hurt.

Circling over the home field, the crew fired all their
flares, but still there were other planes landing in their
path. Since it was his last chance, Lieutenant Poole deter­
mined to try to land his plane rmyway.

The mechanism to lower the wheels seemed to work per­
fectly, but the tires were in long shreds. Dropping to the
field at high speed, the plane's wheels finally touched the
ground, but gave wa:y. Flight Officer J4ihlfried pulled up the
wheels as the plane was headed directly at a Flying Fortress
on the ground, with the brakes not working. When the wheels
were yanked up, the plane did a ground-loop and stopped with
a crash that broke the ship in half behind the turret.

With gas shooting out like a fountain and two une~loded
bombs in the wings, the crew jumped out fast as the ground crew
rushed up. Sgt. Jollie was hauled out, and although he was
seriously injured, he will recover.

Asked why he atterapted to bring back such a crippled
plane, poole said, "Bell, I don't know. There was a chance
that Jollie waS still alive, and anyway I didn't really know
how badly damaged the ship was. Probably wouldn't have even
tl'ied to do it if I had known."

- T 11 E mID -

By Pvt. Robert W. Jamison, Wilmington, N. Car.
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• • ~ CaE T •lttMO SC1Ul'T:-

Announcer: Behind the mass ~ air power that is dal1y poundlDg
and plastering the German and Japanese targets and
troops concentrations in both the llediterrllD8an and
Pac1f'ic theatres, Ill'e the 6I'ound men that make it
possible. These Air Corps technicians make repairs
and mod1i'ications, so their planes w111 be in the
air and in the battle. Beside me now, here in Radio
Rome is a crew-chief of a B-25 Billy Mitchell bomber
of the Twelfth Alto Force from enard, Texas. His IlB.IllS
is:

HINKLE: Ste1'f Sergeant Samuel D. Hinkle.

AJ!rn: From the number of overseas stripes you are wearing
on your arm, I can see that you are sweatlDg out ro­
tation.

HINKLE:

ANN:

HINKLE:

ANN:

HINKLE:

ANN:

HINKLE:

ANN:

HI:NXLE:

Yes, slightly•••• I left the states in october, 1942.

Sergeant, tell us a little about your pre-army life.

There isn't much to tell. After leaVing school, I
was employed as a cashier for the Lone Star Oafe in
my home town. I enlisted in the Amy just a 1'ew days
after Pearl Harbor.

And so •••

When questioned at the replacement center, I chc»e
the Air Corps, and told them that I would like to
become an airplane mechanic. Before I knew what hap­
pened, I found myself' on the way to Sheppard Field
whe:re I spent six months taking an aircraft mechanics
course. After graduating I was sent to a B-26 school
at the North American Plant in Santa 1\onica, Cal1i'ornia
fo!' a special course on maintenance of their airplane.

~ite a lot of education needed••••

Yes, about seven and a half months. But believe me
it certainly comes in handy.

Since coming overseas have you had any exciting tn­
ciaents~

You bet, and it started only six da;]s after our ar­
ri.ing in England. Jerry bombed the field wbare we
were based. The attack wasn't too serious, but it
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ANN:

HDlKLE:

ANN:

HnlKLE:

Alm:

made us realize that we were actually in the war.

I see what you mean•. •When did you put your plane
iDto actual combat?

My plane flew its first mission on December 2,
1942. Not quite a month after the Allies had
made the landin;; in Uorth Africa. It was on the
first B-25 attack against the Germans in Tunisia.

I have often wondered, what are the reactions of
the ground crew when the pilot brings baok a bad­
ly damaged ship after a hot mission.

Really, the orew-shief sweats more while the plane
is preparing to take off on a mission. It is
quite a black mark aga1nst the crew-chief and
ground crew when a plane returns before the mission
is accomplished for en 1neering trouble that could
have been avoided. \'/hen the plane lands after a
mission, we expect the worse and hope far the best
in regards to the crew rather than the plane. The
boys that fly in them are our bUddies and to the
ground men, ships and PlU'ts all o;;;>ondable-----­
friends are not.

Very true•••llave you ever lost a ship during a
mission?

Arm:

HIJ!1XLE: No, althOUgh I had two that returned hever to fly
another mission. The plane I am crewing now has
chalked up over 125 missions.

That is certainly proof of good ma1ntenance. What
are you planning on doing after the war7

HINKLE: I don't knOYl ll7-8.ctly. Have s ver!ll things 1nmind,
but I shall be able to think a lot better with civ­
ilian clothes on. Then I can ponder on 1!lY civilian
life.

ANN: Well thanks a lot staff Sergeant Sam Ji1nkle. ..1th
t~e Air Fower supporting the doughboys of the Allied
~orces as it is nOtI, and, th nen like yourself Iteep­
ing them in the air and able to fly, it shouldn't
take too long to put you in those civies. This has
been an interview with a Twelfth Air Force B-25
c.rew-chief from Menard, Texas. This record was made
in Radio Rome.

Written b Pvt. Robert n. Jamison, 'U1.l:l1ngton, N. Car.
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The 379th BombarcllJlent Sque.eron arrived at the Glrlso­

naccia Air Base, Corsica in February 1944. In a few days,
we were fairly well organized and ready for combat operations.
Between February 1944 and the first week in April 1945, 379th
combat crews flew a record number of missions against the enemy
in northern Italy, southern France, Yugoslavia and llstri~.
Cor.,b~t Cr8\75 came and wenll •••when one man completed bis tour of
duty, another was ready to tako his place.

Ground crews worked eagerly at the tasks for which they
had been trained. OUr planes ?/ere always ready to t eke off with
a load of bombs to drop on bridges, harbor installatio:lS and
shipping, ammunition dUJ:IPs, enem;r troop concentrlttions, giving
tactical support to Allied ground forces 1n Italy and else\1here.

Combat personnel received a great number of awards ••••••
Distinguished :nying Crosses, Air Medals and Clusters...ground
personnel were awarded Bronze, Stars, and we all received battle
stars of which we are justly proud. We were also the recipient
of a Presidential Unit Citation.

The long period spent on the island of Corsica will not
be Boon forgotten by the men of the 379th Bomb Squadron.

we had our moments of leisure and relaxation too. USO
stage shows were presented•••we saw fairly recent American films.
We played softball and basketball••• some boys went fishing in
mountp.1n streams••• during the warm sUllDl19r months we went swim­
JlI1n!l; in our "birthday suits." e had excellont mess rations as
well lis P.X. rations. Periodically, men went to rest camps in
Rome, Capri, Cairo, Cannes and Corte•••The Red Cross service
Club on the Base was a favorite hangout, with coffee end cookies
alwals available.

In the following pages \1ill be found a pictorial supple­
ment. showing 379th Squadron men at work and at play. plus a
few scenes of some 01' our daily activlties which .ill always be
recalled by each of us when, in the years to CO~, we think back
on the months spent at Ghisonaccia, Corsica••• the name ~ not
be easy to pronounce, but it is certainJ.y easy to remember this
old village of Car sical

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED lAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED lAW E012958

• «
Belovn The main street of Ghisonaccia Gare, Corsica.

Headquarters BUilding on lett; Public Relations
Office on right. Other buildings occupied by
another ~quadron.

Below: Officers' ad Cross Club••• snow-capped mountains ot
Cor:::ica in the background••• Part of

ed Cross Club can be seen on rildtt en
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Below:

Below:

hony Cupoli gets coffee ana cookies
•.• Peggy Dent officiates.
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The boys 1m the line hang their mestits near the
Mess all buHdin •

Below: Cpl. James Knapp at his desk l.n Squadron SUpply. Who
said we don't get enough coca-colas?

Below:
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Beiow: A quain~corSican church where ser!ltes were held
fre ntly for our Catholic boys.

Below: One of our Company
Streets.Motorpool
workshop in the
background.

Below: P.x. rat~ons are sold
in Squadron SUpply.
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I• •Below: S/Sgt. Leonard posts a notice on the bulletin board.

Below: Sgt. Kunsh1er "orks on 11 piece of sheet-metal. "Pick"
is one of the most dependable men on the line.
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Below:

,

Sgt. GtlesPie.-in charge of the !-truClt,
o as up one of our planes.

t'eady

Below: One of our planes returns from a "hot" mission, as
the crew~ch1ef breathes a sigh of relief.

f

I

,
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•To right:

sgt. Becker, in
charge of the
Officers' Uesshall.

•

~o left: Cpl. Rittman,
oue of the most popular
truck drivers in the
Squadron.
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•Below: One of JIIlll'lY Award i'ormations•••On left of picture are
Lt. Gen. Eaker, Col. Remington, Brig.Gen. Knapp, and
Lt. Col. Bell, reading from left to right•.•Major Ho~
reads the General Orders.

Below: 379th Boys carry the i'lag and standard: left to right are
Cpl. North, Sgt. Senter, Sgt. Plant, and Sgt. Hinkle.
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Belowl
I • .
~or I'hllip II. GaDele Jr., Squ8dron ilucuti1Nl Office
chew 11018 papers.

Belo1n Capt. lack K. Bl'lIlIIl, Squadron Adjutant, on the pbollll.
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Below: T/Sgt "Bob" Tischler receives t Bronze Star
Medal fran Brig.Gen. Robert D. Knapp, "ling Command(l['.
Colonel Peter H. Remington, Group Commander, at left.

To rigllt: T/Sgt. "Bob"
Tischler at work in bis
Squadron Supply room.
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Below: :Part of a formation of oUr B-25's leaves the island
of Corsica, to attack one of the vital en~-held

bridges in northern Italy••• see the next page for
results of this raid.
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Direct hits ere scored on the Railroad Bridge in NClt'thern Italy.
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