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• SECRET •
Mission :laster: 30 January 1945. Tilne: : 50. TllI'get: Trento Ua..­

shallinc Yds.,Italy.

4:3-27658
P Jones, • E. 1st Lt.
01' ',est, I. ii. 1st Lt.
B Starr, L. D. 1st Lt.
_, Dy'lO'l, • r~. 1st Lt.
RG Overby, W. T. SIS t.
G :Hayes, .• G. :;/::>7t.
TG lIell.<U1d, G. :1. SSt.

43-27725
P Vaughn, - • B. 1st Lt.
CI' Gilman, • C. 2nd .:.t.
B 'slsh, S. 2nd Lt.
RO Zamptlni, I. it. S/I:l.;t.
a I!ascari, L. C. Sf;, t.
TG Durie, • "'. S/"'ot.
AI' Barrett, B. B. Cpl.

43-27571
l' Jerman, T. J. 1st Lt.
OF Peters,:. r. an ~t.

B - 11, '. Ii. "'/"'<;t.
RG . r-·is, J. F. S/Sgt.
G ~ollers, J. R. s/cbt.
TG 1 10 'Isky, • • S/S",t.

43-4036
! Ford, J. H. 1st Lt.
CP Pnj-ne, E•.• 2nd Lt.
B Prout, G. SGt.
-.RG ll'ors:,-tl-!, R. l!t.

a Harrell, .t. R.
Ta Greenfield, J.

43-27781
l' Jacobs, J. ;. 2nd Lt.
CP Vance, U. A. 1st Lt.
B SI:lith, E. 1'/0
Ra- Bellisr'-.o, V. J. Cpl.
a- L:mte, •• L. Cpl.
TO Ories, L. L. Cpl.

43-4036
P SUllivan, F. L. 1st Lt.
CF v.rum oole, • O. ~nd Lt.
B Allen, 1'. I. ",/sgt.
RC Courbat, C. G. Cpl.
a Aust1, H. • Cpl.
TG Spiess, C. s/~ut.

43-27775
P abner, ,I.. I. 1st Lt.
01' Cashon, E. E. 2nd Lt.
B Le\'l1s,..,.::l. ./e
RG Aller, •• B. ::l t.
3 lolrsol1, D. C. 8~t.

ra .orris, '. t. 8Lll.
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1~3sion . oster: 31 •January 1945. Time: 4:3U. •J:arget: Chiuseforte
Brid e, Ital •

est

"-4-28949
P Davidson,". G. Capt.
OP .cnnela, J. H. l"t Lt.
N Fi3~er, J. C. 1st Lt.
D LonG, C. D. 1st Lt.

G ~r1tton, h. A. T!S~t.
o Le.,oeut, L. J •.S/Sot.
TC l'inley, I. T. ,,/~ t.

,=3-4043
P Jonos, J. E. Is" Lt.
CP '. est, I. \. 1st Lt.
B "oelmell, ii. 1". 1st Lt.

G Overby, ...• '1'. sjse;t.
~ Hayes,.Po. C•.,;;/s,t..
lG RollanQ, C. li. S ~Gt.
M Carr, -, .h... o{;.t.

44-38083
P lo'itzsi11lmons, ... J. Capt.
CP Crouse, n. S. ~nd Lt.
l! Dilly, '" G. 2nd Lt.
B tlcC&.fferty, 1:,. A. 1st Lt.
RG • ltchcl1, J. J. rjobt.
G !.ildrum, C. A. ':;/';gt.
TO Geike, R. C. S/~tt.

43-27773
P Soorons, • D. 1st Lt.
CP Grauman, .' • ..:.. 23 d Lt.
B ~tsrr, L. D. 1st ~t.

HG Faff, Y. d. ~gt.

G Ely, L. E. Cpl.
TO ,illi,unson, I. I. Cpl.
P Gaither, J. C. Cpl.

43-27724
P Sullivan, p. E. 1st Lt.
CP Sl:uth, I. \1. 1st Lt.
B Ero.~, S. E. 3/"Lt.
•:G •;11bilc, A. ~. Cpl.
G . olfson, D. G. Sgt.
TO Spiess, C. s/,,~t.

4;:;-27577
P i~c .. , P. P. 1st Lt.
CP Romes,.tl.. 1;. 1st Lt.
lJ 'alah, S. 2n' Lt.
RJ Ca6coni, g. V. S9t.
G 'attola, V. F. SIS t.
T1 Come!', L. h. ';'/S~t.

43-27658
:l' 'Jan P.rnam, T. 1st :Lt.
CP Bodden, L.A. 2nd Lt.
B Smith, 1>. F/O
R~ Bleckwell, S. • ,;;gt.
G Cook, C. f. siS t.
'f'G Cahalane, J. A. BpI.

43-27775
P Par~, G. P. 1st Lt.
CP 8mi th, T. I. 1st Lt.
B Arti0, J. E. dbt.
• G Jae':son, P. .,;) t.

Coyne, • J. S/~~t.
T~ Boone, E. C. Cpl.

43-4036
P Gedbaw, J•• R. 2nd Lt.
CP "tephens, R. D. 1st Lt.
B nwine, J:I. F. S/::igt.
R~ Johnson, J. L. Cpl.
G Barton,'. A. S/::i"t.
TG 1>.orris, • I. Sgt.

43-2?7Bl
P R ne~, • O. 1st Lt.
OP Binc;ham, ie. R. 2nd Lt.
B Lewis, E. ~. F/O
.G L.amp oni , 1:. " 5/8,,1; •
G Kirit:t>atrick, L. ". S/S",t.
TO Gaich, S. ci/Sot.
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43-4048
P Poole, .• H. 1st Lt.
ce .{ho~os, 5. • 1st Lt.
B .111, ..... J,. S/S&t.
RG Gehopo1as, L. S/s&t.
G Shafer,. R. T/Se;t.
TG Holloway, L. A. S/:!> t.

4 27571
P ..cSt&a, A. 1st Lt.
CP lierl n', r. G. 2nd Lt.
B Greenman, E. P. 2nd Lt •
. GAller, R. :3. St.

TG ./hite, I. E. '" '" t.
cr Vitt,' • L. Opl.

43-104
P Si~emore, P. ~. _st Lt.
ap towell, J. L. 2nd Lt.
B Calbom, J. B. 2nd Lt.
. G Gaines, H. E. Cpl.
G llaszay~nicc, S.E. S/Sgt.
TG lynn, 1<l. X. S6t.
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ttt3!!!1:~ eper1rtt:- t>1enth <,-r ;1~t ~~

Group i:lJ.ssion 110. 750. 3 Januar 1945. Target: Oanale :D'Isonzo
Sqdn. I_ission Uo. 428. ".lR Brid",e, Italy.
nesults: Exoellent concentration in Tarbet Area. trings walked
across the center and li~ half of the bridbe with n/H's reported.
Other bombs c'J.t the iiI; Approach. One span observed dovm at SW
en , before bombinE,. All bombs dropped usin Special Equipment.

Group I~ission Ho. 751. "I Jan1Ul!'Y 1945. farbet: Lavis Railroacl
Sqdn. Mission Ho. 429. Briu6e, Italy.
Results: Zxcellent concentration of bombs on targat d:th DIE's
reported on the center mld H. Oenter sections.

Group Mission No. 755. 8 January 1945. Tar et: Ohivasso Rail
Sqdn. tJission Ilo. 430. J:lridge, Italy.
11esults: Three runs made on Tar e1; due to covera"e by ,;round fog.
Only first box dropped. Bombs fell over to ltortbeast of Brid e.

Group Mission lio. 757. 9 .Tllnuary 1945. Tar et: Ohivas 0 aail
Sqdn. Llission lIo. 432.. Bridge, Italy.
!:losults: 'Veathel:' prevented flight from reaching tarbet.

Group Mission lIo. 758.
SqWl. ~ission No. 432.
Results: Sone bombs hit
fell in Tar.g@t Area just
shot to l"orth.

9 JmlUa.~ 19{5. Tartiet: Crespellano
Assem~ly Area, Italy.

110rthwest co!'nEil' of build1n¥s. Others
3aet of BUildings. One pattern over

15 January 1945. TarGet: Lavis. ail
Diversion, Italy.

on 1I. end of diversion wit- n/"1' s
A few bO!llbs fell sli@1tly short

Group fulsslon No. 760.
Sqdn. ~isslon No. 433.
Ree~lts: Good concentration
re orted on the West spans.
and over.

Tar ·et: Saclle Railroad
Bridge, Italy.
bombs on Tarbet. 3rid e

Group lli1ssion No. 763. 17 January 1945.
sqdn. I.isoion No. 434.
ReSUlts: Excellent coneentr~tion of all
observed completely out on breakaway.

Group I 1ss:l.on ,'0. re6". 18 January 1945. Tar et: »an Ambrogio
Sqc:n. I,ission No. 435. Landslide, Ital••
-;esults: Observation restricted by bomb smoke of pr-evioUG mis­
sion and intense llak. J:lelieve tar~et was hit. Strike photos
show one gun battery covered by phosphorus smoke.

Group L.ission roo ?68.
&qdn. ~is5ion Ko. 436.

18 Jmluary 1945. Tar at: 11ckeling l~ss­

ion, Italy.

Group I isslon '0. 772. 20 January 19,,5. Target: 3ml 1ilchele RR
Sqdn. Lission 1'0. 437. Brid e, Italy.
- esults: Good concentration of bombs on tar et. n/lP s believed
on Nfl cno. ana appl'oach or brid e. Possib Ie DIE's Oll ....l> end of
brid...e. Main concentration on I~ end.
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Group Mission 110. 775. 21 January 1945. Target: Rovereto Railroad
Sqdn. lasslon No. 4S8. Bridge, Ital , P gun Positions.
iesults: Good concentration of bombs on tarbet. Probable D/H's

on T/est end and approach with other bombs walking across E ond and
approach. Some bombs short. Phosphorus bombs well concentrated
on gun positions. One a/c hit building at Cremona with three bombs.

Group Mission No. 77B. 22 January 1945. Tar6ct: Rovereto RailrOad
Sqdn. ~is9ion No. 439. ~rid~e,Italy,t gun positions.
Results: Good concentrntion on Tar6et with D/l 's reported on the
Center and on the south end and approncb. Anti-flak bombi be­
lieved el:fective.

Group kission No. 779. 25 January 1945. Target: Cre~ons Ammunition
Sqdn. r.!ission No. 440. "toreS, Italy.
Results: slfunction of Special Equipment caused the secon box of
nine to drop short to the East with possible hits on build s 1n
}'ortheast corner. 1'he first box, unable to dro;. on t 0 runs be­
C"use of equipment failure" returned bombs to base.

Group ,.liss10n No. 780. 27 January 1945.
Sqdn. Mission 10. 441.

eo-ults: l,eather prevented ~ttac1c.

Tar ot: Chiusaforts . est
Railroaa prid~e, Italy.

:>roup L.ission No. 785. 29 January 1945. faI'&;et: Chiu.saforte 'lest
Sqdn. I:ission No. 442. Railroad Bridf,e, Italy.
Results: Strings of bombs Jullrcd across both ends 8.!ld approaches
of >::rid~e with probable hits. 'J-ird box dropped short to '. est
dUe to bonb sibOt malfunction of lead ship.

Group Ltl.ssion :0. 780. 30 JanUar"'J 1945. Target: Trento Horth 'ar-
Sqdn. 1ission No. 443. shallin Yarus, Italy.
Rosults: Excellent covera e of Sout half of I ;Y's and Soutp Choke
Point. One pattern started at Horth Choke Point and walked to Ccn­
tel' of Yar.ds. Other bonbs fell sli",htl"y te ·the East.

Group 'ission No. 790. 31 January 1945. TarGet: Chiusnfo~te west
Sqdn. Jasslon No ••M4. Railroad Bridge, Italy.

eSlu.ts: Two boxes hombed Primary Tar,->ot with one pattern cutting
the tJE ap:;;roach and possibly ecori hits on HE end. The second
pattern fell slightly short hitting the cliff above the Tunnel
mouth at the S\! end of the ridge possibly crect1nb landslide.
Third box, due to ~isidentificationof ~ar~et, straddled North end
of Chiusllforte ..oad <:ridl'.e dth robebl)l hius.

-----------~-------------------------

Total sorties: 150
fotal Fol'\". crded: 3295

':'otal Sqdn. lIis8. for I.onth: 17
'~otal Sqdn. 1:1ss. fOI'"l'fartled: 427

Grand Total: 3445 Grand Total: 444

***********~~~**********w******t****
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~ECTION IV .•..•

C sUALTlj,.S•••

•
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Section IV•••.• Ca3ual"ies durin~ the month of January, 1945.

On 18 January 1945, while on a bonbin~ mission to
croate a Landslide at San Ambrooio, Italy, Cgpt. Ellis J.

cKanna and his crew TIera shot down b enemy anti-nircraft
fire. 'l'he full crew was as follows:

Capt.
Capt.
l-st Lt.
Co. t.
:s."t.
Sgt.
Sc,t.

Ellis J. McKanna
Edwar I. Phillips,
Cieor",e S. 'atts
.alter J. Rath
Paul A. Basso
Robert B. stowart
James D. Nelsen

Jr.

On the mission to San Ambro",io Landslide, 1st Lt.
LoUis D. Starr was 1'10= ed by onemy flak, receiviou mild
laoerations of the left knee and leG•

.~ * * '* {:- * * * * * * * {;- * * ~'- * ~ * * '* * * '* * * * ii- '*
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SWTION V.....
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HJW)Q1C TERS AitiCY AIR FORC";S

AS1,D,GTOl

~ Jnnu~ry 1945.

UllJ~X)T: NeTi Yee.r' 0 Messa e.

TO I Comnand:l.ng General, Air ",'or ceo and ,ajor A. ' Collllll.!lIlds
Director, Air Technical ervice Command
comman<lin;, Gener;ls, and COlmalCldino Olficers, Independ­
ent .~ hctivities
Commandin~ Ger-erals,

All Air Forces and AM' Commands in ..:heaters of Operations.

1. We of the AAF have ~ood reason to be roud of our ac~­
ievements duriDl; the past year, which =Ics the true cornilll> of a",e
of air ower. rew cb"pters in rnilita..ny bistor... and theory have
been written across the skies, and our lOl1!;; hflI'd :lellI's of I'ese'U'cb,
development, rocurs .ent, and trainin", have been mOTe then justi­
fied in action by our men and planes.

2. Today's rel'"~'1ant;s of the once po"erful Luftwaffe can
scarcelJ remember the time when they fIe supreme over their own
and conquered l.mds; and the Japanese Air rorce is heinE; taught
the lessoD of American superiority. The outer walls of Hitler's
vaunued Fo:,trcsa J:.\lrope have been bI-euched by our blows; today thO
:azi soldier at the front looks cround h~ at t~ chaos caused by
the devl!statin att,ll.cl:. of cur tact_aal aircraft l131d sees behind'
him at home tha dusty wreckaoe of ~e~ industries ~d communica­
tions. In the outh Pacific ~e have hammered the Jap on base after
base alon~ the way to Tokyo until to B our forces stand at the
..ates of .anila. 'Iithin the last t.,o months the island heart of
the Japanese ~~ire nas only begun to feel the power of our B-29's.

5. OUI' successes in the air, however, have ~ot beeu limited
to the purely destructive ones of modepn :ar; we h ve been building
for the peace as well. The /IiI' Transport Command bas but shown us
the possibilities of air communications and has accumulated valuable
expel-ience for the better days to collie. In operational theal;el's,
the I troop Carrier Collllll.!lIld has done tireleesly and well the work
of carr~ iug flt;hting men both to and fro the b.attlefields. And
t~e vast China theater is entirely dependent for its daily ~owino
supplies on the men 1'lyin over the Hump.

4. Those at heme heve contributed ."relltlY to the perform­
ance of their comrades overseas. The procurement of supplies, the
~ork of mainteIlaDce, the unendinb research; the selection QUd train­
in.. of personnel, "6.lld the provision of replacem"nts; the many s:;:>e­
cial sections aIld servicos whoso difficult aIld painstakino tasks
so often go unnoticed in finnl results; the valuable seasonir~ ex­
pcrience pl~vided for combat cre"s by our continental air forces;
all these are vital factors in the splendid work of the AAl" overseaa.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED lAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED lAW E012958

• SECR T

(2) •
5. The practical test of operational exporience in the

field, both abroad an- at homo, has resuloed in the improvement of
many methods of procedure, weapons and equipment, and the improvised
develo?ment of men) ideas, techniques or new applications of mater­
iel end weapons provided. I am vitalI interested in reeeivinQ at
this Headquarters any sueL ideas so that we may . ut then to work and
disseminate them to other commands. These ne" ideas can playa lar e
part in ving to the AAr the "reatesG possible strikin<:;. power.

S. Gratif. ing as the resu]. ts of the past yea=" s Illbo1's have
been, we oust not think that our job is done. The tou.;hnoss of the
enemy's fiber may be judged by the boatinb he has stood up under thus
far. He will take considerably more. Our resolve for the year to
come ~ust be to hit hiDl harder and harder, faster and f st r, until
his strene,th is finally broken.

7. As we enter the He Year, I want to o7.ton~ my Good wishes
to all membore of your command, and to encourage you n your deter­
mination to attain evon t;reater successes then in 1944.

h7
Commanding

Ii. H. Arnold
11. • lOLJ.J

aDeral, Army Ail- Forces
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• S:JCRET

HEADQUARTERS
310th BOI:BARDhEllT GP.

APO 650

•
1 January 1945.

L!EL OlJU;l)UJJ: Till All Concerned:

1. TIle following meswage received from the 12th Air Force
is forl/al'oed to this Comlland througll the COllUllandiut; General,
57 Bolllb ',ing:

\'.'ITH fIlli CLO:,],. OF 1944, EVERY UllIT OF 1-iIDI'i'h; WillA: ALLL>D
TACTICAL AF CAl LOOK BAC : ~iITEl i'RD,,- OJ A YB>.R oro ACEThV';,OOITS
DIP LELED D, TIB HISTORY 0 AERIAl,· AtlF • 1iATiIl·, SUPl-ORT­
HIG THE BIT'1'1;;1 STRUGGLE 01' THE 5TH lLlI!D 8TH ARkI.c.::> UP THE E1,TL'lli

EN ",ULA m I'J.'tl.LY D l'ErlF CTLY _CUTJill 7'l'H AR11Y LAllDD U.S n
SO. 10' (AI CE, S' ,'>lliPLiG THE SEA, '1'IB lliUL AYS AJiI) TIn" Ani CLEA..'1 OF
THE IS, HAS BID A ALL n ORT,,\J T FAC'1'OIl D THE SUCGE ,"" a
CO'DUCT OF THE ~iEDI'l'.:~,RRAJ~,,",.J Cll Alj!". 'i'IIE TACTIC., OF I.iY UP-
POR~' m,;v::LOP~D n OUR '1'HSA'1'ER F.AV BECOI < L,ODELS :o'OR TACTICAL
A O.l'ER! '10. OJ! '" .illY FROWl' OF ~ IS GLOBAL Wlhi. n OU:'"! OP.=..'tA-
'1'10,:; OF:J! PAG'!' YEAh, tAT " illnn " FLEW I.OIlli THATI 308000 COIL-
BAT SOR~I ., ",lID D. Ofhil 14'7000 TONS 0.' BOllBS. ~ ~ HAVI:. DES~. OYED
OR DAUAGED OV " 1800.t.l:E1lY LA:lES. IIi STRill: IllG OR DIVE BOLBING
.TT GKS, 0"J1.• I·iflTSR::> AHD _ IGliTEH BOI.'S-",-~" E VB DESTROYlID 13319

J OTOR 'lEl:"ICLES, ARl Oillin 0 S OR TA;XS :D D GED 11515 L,Onh:
oJ S..lOYc 6383 HAIL GARS AI r; DAMAG::ID 11069: DES'rROYED on. DA1-
AG3D 2745 LOCm OTIV~3. OUR TROOP CARRIER AIRCRAFT HAVE BY CU­
lUSD OVE3 125000 'OUlIDED SOLDIERS FROI, diE BATTLE ::'ROUT5 D ITALY
AIID FRAl'CE. IIATAP I:AJlAUDE"S A!'t1) UTCHELL IiAVE HADE OIJlnl"G
!IIS'1:0RY 111 THE JiHAznro AOCUR.,CY 'rIlEY HAVE DEVELOPED IE PREXJISIOII

'i'TAC OJ B:llOOJ;;S AHD OTJTh PUPOl! T OBJEC"'IV"';S. OUE I i,.ET
"'IGHTEJ1, ,GHT ATTACa, PHO'POGRAPh"IC fJID T aTrCAL HSOOiD"AI::.SA}!CE
...I.,C.:!.~ CO TR UTI..D _",I 11 POIlTA::,T EFFORTS, COJ.:>LETI G TEE

OUND Tlili CLOC 0 ERATIO"'S OF LO","': A.1;,IJ DIRECT SUP/OliT, OUR SER­
VIC TROO:rS HAVE DELI'TJ:JBD ~rll; HU11;;ilEDS 01' ThOUS.J' ,,0. Ton OF
G .,OLnm, 30liliS, mUTION, FOOD All) 0. nTAL SUJJ1'LIES llEED-
~JJ ' 0 !'IOUL,IS. THIS GRh..a.!r K.O 'r. OUR clE.OURITY IDa'fS HAVE GUAR-
ANTE::."L "IlE SAF..:."TY OF OUR PORTS, LIlli;; 01' CCMi;UnCATIOl S AIID BASES.
I REVIEt T'lE ACCOPLI llllEl!'l'.:; OF 1J44 WITH G ""AT P, IDE III TEE
AC:IL..:LUllT 0: ... r:.ULY ALLIED 3l""'0 '1 1; , .IC1'. HITI., ltE;rJ:CAI".
PHUlCH, GREEK, POLIS'. ITALL'Ui, AlJIIJ ;;rlAZILIA1~ .. ORCE :ORllliD AS
, Uld'rJ:X '1'~ n. COl Ll>'TE HAH,LOllY IF 'l:ct..:. AIR AS ·d..L AS OJ. 'lJil:.
GROtr.~, hVKiY 'lID!B;,;u OF THE GOMLAllL Ii oS BE3 lliSTRUl41ENTAL I
IAKIFG T,US POS-SI5LE. I WISR YOU TEE B.ti;;;T O? SUCf,ESS, HAh'D;ESS
OIl GOOD l<'Ortl'Uh' AS _ EUTEl TRI.3 lIE' YEAR CONFIDENT THAT ,IE ILL
COljTIHUE TO PULL TOG :TEE.'l. :r .1\1, FJ. Py 0 LEAD TLIS urlTED l:ATIOJ~S

TIt INTO lUI> .:!EN 'j,,' .ILL S'j,'.. Dill 'rE!!; ~'Dl..u. BLO :, TF.A'f 'YILL DE-
F'EA1 G •

2. T'ne fo110. in' meS8a e received from the L:editerranea.n
Alliod Tactical Air . 'orce is for'1srded to t'llS Commann throu,:;h
the Comm!U1Qin General, 57th Bomb linti:
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I TARE G,tEAT PLEASURE If TaAll lJ'l'TIHG WIT. l'ERSONAL ",P-
P.ll:.'GIATIOIi _ I' LLOWL WIOGRAl]. 0 GENERaL C. EAKER,
co il.AlIDL:(-I!:-c:mF, 'DITE1. AJ'3AU ALLIED AIR ]ORCE: AFTER
REVlm':IrG TEE OL.~~TIONAL sm us OF YOUR 'l'AC":'ICAL IR
r'03C~ • OR 19..4 I L.;ililhTh '!Th:lli IS NO O. ALI ~TION ;?IGETIiiG
fHE J;;1151.iY IIG H S ·REATE.'l C"USE !"O d P ID~ IH ITS ACCO LI -

jiT". YOUR LR DE?3 l:IAVE BEE!{ AGGREJSIVE, YOUR C0I3AT CREWS
?.AVE EEEN COUhAGE01Jcl, ATD Y01JIi I-,Un.':El:A1~CE ill 3UPPOR.d G
PERSOH1iEL lLW" "WI H,DUST. IOU:;. l'LEAs", EXTElJD TO ~-VE U>l';-
B R O!' YOU!l CO J.AI1D. CON\r flTULJ TICNS A.ID GREAT P.HIDE n
TEEL'! 1944 ACGOL:PLISill'ElIT:'" A1iD SO T1WJ. I \ ISh TEEl,: corn. ""OED
SUGC",SS .D ~,IFETY IN 'l'HE HEW YEAR.

By order of Colonel .iE.QllGT01:

LEOl] E. CHOATE,
1st Lt., . ir Corps,
Act",. Adjutant.
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IlEAiJ UAil'"'~, S T\l :...L::>TH A FORC~

A••0. 650, U.:3. ARl,Y

10 January 1945.

SUBJ~.C'~: C9l!lll1endation from Coomandinc. Ge:1eral, AI' Air Forces.

TO CO!JlJlandlnt:, Generals, All Co=ands and ¥tngs, Twel1 th
ir Force.

The fol_owin€, letter has just been received :!'ro.'1l Jeneral
Arnold. It is gI'l'.ti.fyin[; to me to lmOVl that he appreciates so
highly your excellent work durin the past year. 'Althouc:,h ad­
dressed to me the letter is intended for every member of this corn­
man •

"The accomplishments of the Twelfth ir l'o1>ce in drivin!> the
Luftwa£fe and the enemy .,;round i'orces up the Italian eninsulg
"re hi"h on the list of AAl" successes 'uring the past year.

"Yuur continual poundino of railwaj s, brid&es and ronds has
m~de movement of any sort extrerlely 'ifficult for the Germans,
and rapid .,lOvement and ~eedol1l o~ maneUver virtually impossible.
Your bombing and strafin of troop concentrationB and pplies
have pIa' ee. a vital role in our operations. You have also ac­
complishea the highly important nlission of denyin the enemy the
eir wit1'.in the rcn.,e of your planes.

"All these aL'e substnntial achievements, Slld I know that in
the still more eventful c,ays to come, the men of your CO~lIlOd

111 continue to carryon with distinction. For tl:e lIew Year,
I want to oxtend to you ana to every memBer of the Twelft:, An­
ForCe my best wishes and most cordial greetin s."

JOHN K. CA~'1 ON,
r ajor General, US ,
COI'll1lI'.JldiJ1li, .
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• , •
oEN!W. lJUBlS )
, J

.+8 1)

IlIW'CP4RTDlS ,310lH BalWUBENl' GIIOlJP (I), AJ.1
APO 650

5 jaJlllaI'11945.

All.Al!m or PPMP; !1m
ODder the proviBions or Lr.!Ir Regulations 600-45, dated 22 September 194,3,

u UleJlded. the Purple HElal-t 1s awarc!ed to the :C('llo~ for 1I'aIlnd3 roce!V8d :ID
aoti.on spinet the ellllll\Yl

AIlTHlIR T. !rISlEY, (0-803395), caP~I1, All, )Both Bomb 3'1 (M), )lOth BOIIIb
op (I), W, Ital7, 18 Novem)re:- 1944. Enterod aerqica iron. Superior, WitlCOJIIiA.

JOBI B. CAlBlJI, (0-2068')12), 1st Lt, AC, 379th 5Qltb Sq (loll, 310th B.
op (II), MF, Italy, 30 Dec"llber J.944. Entered S!il'r..c~ from Lo::lE,'Viell, lIubillgtaD.

EU8Il ,. IH:llWI, «()"7596J.0), 1st Lt, AC, .3llOth Bomb Sq (II), 310th BOlIb
op (II), Aq, Ita13'. 18 November 1944. Entered sem'3" !:rom Fort Bragg, caJ.1t-
oJ'llis. ( - ~."c : J)

\k..J~.:J(\k:~~'~
PE'I'El H. REIl!L'llTON,
C010l101, Air Corpe,
CCllC!lIliMitlg •
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GENERAL ORDERS )

•
NliIIlm 12 )

•
B X T R t (' '"

19 J811 194.5

•
mmIOl! III - ~!!~l!lsL.LZ~lli,:!,-l.('J'l()ii..Q!¥-·'!£# C~~!'F.R TIm'.E.t'0

2; . 'Under the prCVi3i :ms ",f ;.R 600 Jj5; S8 5Jleodea. aud llW"8uent t) a·!th­
ority contained in CJ-ecuir.r 89, 3q N,TOiE." D hly 19!jlJ" ';he Air Madal, 0:- Oak
Iaa-t' Cluster tnere.c, in th., oategcrl"3 list at, i6 GIl do1 to t;'e follon"g'
nc.med personnel~ 310th Bomba dn6 +, G~CUD ('-1:), J:- r.':I!·~'3 ~ Uni~eG ISta:;c-3 .:..:.:ny.
for meritorious aa:li~vem~nt \'ih-;.le Ij~~t._..:it:a.tl"1:r In In ctt~,..:<. ppon enel".,Y .1J;.tj::ply
and CO'n.!lunicGtion l':'n~!) &Id L'::.i:.it.oI",Y in.1tuJtf:5.on~: a.s.::lieuu:~nt • .loc.atinr., date
snd residence as indice':~tld~ Ii?he prl)..i,"3ssir:;D~1 f.ok.l,:l l.".nd d rot).on to CU'..r 1.'-3'
played reflect highes"" c:;.--erlit upon tn.-:> r/ij l~t~-ry taI'7:c9 0 ~ "!;ac iTuJtud Ste'te'3;

I.!!Srii:R". BOD.Lk::N, .TIt .. 00294J.:l r 2d Lt. Co...F~Jct .. 'j,tc,.tona~ I1.E'.ly, (,..1 l~ :'~cem­
bel' 1944. Jaeksom·ilJ.e.·16,

~ofl:RFJI L. lENIUS. '077304" 2d U, Ca-pilc:~. 3't.e"za, I" cW4 , un 21 N0veml'p.r
1944. Fnnnington. l~J.•

DCNJ.LiJ 14. k.ISliORTIl, 'T125451, F/O, co-,pilot, Sen .J,mbJ;ogio, ltd,v, O~ 10 lRcem­
bel' 1944. Sherburn. i>!inn.

l'HILli' l,f. J.LIm. 39200609. S Sgt, Turret CUllIlGr. .San J.mljrogio. ltdy, 03 J 0
December 1944. Blaine. \Yeah.

HIl:El!Iti.N E. l'IHJii, 1.5074080. S Sgt, Teil Gunner. Fneoze. Ttal,y, 0022 I'oorc;r.bcr
1944. North Centon, Ohio,

"

J;JlID3 C. G;,TT'flCl:l, lEIl81~ll; PM;; Photographer, &0 IJtlbro"io Italy, on ~O
Dace<nber f941~. F"n, Worth 'Pe::.

EER\li.N P. CRE'::f'K,.',N,'O'~654a3,:?dU, Bc",bcr~i.1. C"'PJtI'l-'C, Hnl,y. on) 1;"",,"_
ber 1944. Brooklyn, N. Y.

Ri.LPl:l :1. S"ZPIlLNS, 0715403, 2d Lt, C<J ..plir.t. 0' pdo':!!".-, lkly, ")!l 9 :Jo em).!'
1944. Mobile, ;la.

GEORGE H. SBroN, 0703069, 2d U, Nevigntor. Rieli!li T~"l,;. cn 18 Septe:!!",'
1944. Butf<:10. N, Y,

ROBEdT J. CI3i&;NCE, JR, 0675169, let Lt, C,,-pilm.. Sen Pietro, Itely , nn 2,)
October 1,~4. lolilford. cO!lll,

- 1 ,.

~
\
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~ S. BIJiBIii"N, m, 0S22431, 1..<01: It. "ilO1>< Ilan"slieru, Italy, on 6
Nov/lllll¥r 1944. BriglUltine. N. J.

JOHN J.. SHOIf, 0795838. let Tot. l'iJ.ot. ~or1.onc. :tcly, "n .J.4 .DecCl",b.ar 1944.

W"ILLIll!. X. Q1iJNl', JP., Q7Q9557, C&rt< hlr~ -'"or.~!l I. If: en 22 N<!v-nbel'
19114. Xlalsos Cit!, ~n .
• •

omoLoL.

Is/ m••• Dick
rnu·~-w. DICK
Oola:lel. "GD
J.djIRen1; Gel101'n1

.:liURlgg T. 1lM:IB
lJrigcai"r Genorel, ~
ObtGf of St :."~

J. '!'RIlE EZl'R.'Dl' OOPt I

•

- 2 -

R&S'!'IlICTED

,--
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• SBCT:ST •
Followin are a radio-broauc~st recordi made

lL"lder the aUl'r';>ices of our Group Public Relations

Section, and also a t nical newspaper story which

was used for most of the Squadron rersoIUlel during

tile month of JanuaJ'.f, 1945•••

s
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• :5 E C, .£ T •
Jl}m:

HTZSI lrON::>:

Ah1:

FITZSI, 0 s:

Ai. :

AnI:

FITZSIJ. ON~:

EEAIJQUARTERS T" .;;LPTE T. F'ORCE

PUBLI0 RELATI0 S SECTION

RADIO ..;eli! T

Everyday the dOU.,!lboys of tne Fifth Arllt"j \,ateh
the formations of B-25's flyinb overhead, bound
for German tartiets in -orthern Italy. Beside me
now, is a pilot and flioht leader of a Twelfth
Air "'oree B-25 Billy LUchell bomber which has
floWD on many of these missions. His nane is:

Captain Robert J. J;'itzsimmons, from Wenatchee,
'asbington.

Captain Fitzsimmons, will you uive us a little
background SE to your civilian and army life?

I as a salesman for the .. irestone Tire and
,robber Oompany t their retail store III my home
town. I had al eys wanted to tI" the llyir. game,
so in 1941, I joined ~he oyel Canadian ~1r Force.

Ihat were your duties ,vith the rt.J.A.F.?

Somehow I mannged to ~et throubh the pilots tl'ain­
in~ course and received my wings. I rle~ a few
sub-patrol 'lisslons lDld wes in the Fc"ry Comm"nd
at the time of rry transfer to our Air 'orce.

Mte:- bei0t; trR1lsferred to the le::oican Air Force,
hat did you do prior to co~in overseas?

I was a pilot instructor on AT-II's, B-26's and
_-24'S. But that sort of life was a little tire­
somo and o\ul••• I craved to see 60~O excitement•••
and brother•••bellevG me ••• I have really found itll

AIm: .......oW' m missions do you hAve, C~ptaln?

An:

IITZSIl.li.,ClI:o:

AIm:

PI'J.'Z;,D. ONs:

58 missions with about 200 cocbqt hours.

Of these missions, Which do you th1ru{ was the
roughest?

So far, the Mission tbat I flew on Armistice Day
was the hottest.

Tell us about it.

e were briefed for a heavily derended tarbet,
./hleh proved to be true. As we Tlent into the bomb
run, enemy c;nti-aircraft fire proved fatal to the
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• SJ>CR T •
lead ship of the first flight. Seconds later
a burst of flal: directly in front of my plane
destroyed the windshield. Deopite the hea~J

barra~e, my bombardier eot his bombs on the tar-
eat. e got out of there P.D.Q.

That mission earnoo. tor you the Distin ished Fl ­
inb Cross, did it not?

rITzsn OXS: Yes, my bombardier and I both received the D.F.C.
for that mission.

Am: The Mitchell's did quite a job on Rimin1; Viere
ou in on any of t'10se raids?

IT""D.lIU ~1"1 You bet••• and what a show that was. At the t1w.e,
. e were knookin out enemy troops holdin", the
othic Line. And as e say over here: "There \'ras

beaucoup flak." In other lords, 'plenty of it. I
w&s f11in., le~" ship of a formation and that WJlS
one day Jerry wusn't tbinkin about the proverbial
"tail-end Charlie." lie was working on tLe lead
nen. our ship was lUoky, none of the crew was in­
jured althdugb wo had ove:' fifteen lar~e flak-holes
in the plane. The mission was hif:,b1y sucoessful•
. 'e Kave a terrific poundin to the German troops
only a few thousand yards in front of our own 1,n­
r,mtry.

AlJl: lW-ve all of your missions been over Horthern Italy?

'IT2.SIJa,Ol· I :Ko, I flew on the D-day mission over Southern France
and on some or tt.e raids on tarbets in YUGoslavia.

A ill: One last question: /hat is your opinion of comba.t
flyinG?

FI'1:Z2I1.n.ON: Ba.cl in the states, I heard some tall tales from
the bo a comin~ back from this theatre. .ow, they
don't seem quite so tall. The situation is often
1'OUe!l, and the phrases "sweatinf,-them-out" and
"flak_happy" have reall become part of my vocabu­
lary.

Al,. : Thanl: you, ClJ.ptain Robert J. j'·1tzsi.!nmons. This
has been an interview with a Twel!ch Air orce B-25
pilot and i'li.;ht leader who haa been flyin;; !lllQ
fightinl::> ovel' Southern ?rance, _,o:,tharn Italy, and
Yu oslavia on 58 bombi missions. ~nia rocord was
macie 1n the llediterr:mear. Theotre of Operations.

By:
- End -

obert • Jemison, Willllin{;ton, 1'.C.
379th Bomb. qdn., 310th Bomb :po
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SEO.ET ..

:i!U./iJ TER" T'lbLFTl: A F0~
Public Relations Sec"ion

AT A 12T:, AilE' E-25 BAl:iE -- Taclmical Ser..,eant Joe A.

Vitchell of !larissa, Illinois, ct~~ent_ st. tiona at a

.welfth Air Force B-25 bomber basa, is a radio opere tor !Uld

gunner in the "rlost efficient" mediUJ:I bombardm61lt gt'oup in

tL6 editerrenean theatre. D\tring the past three mo~ths,

his unit has set the bombin~ efficiency record of 85 percent,

referrin!!> to the percent be of bombs tarried b the U.tchells

to the tarcet a d actually dropped over the tar~et area.

In addition to its efficionc reoord, this &roup ,1,0

holds thoatre cl"im to the lnr est tonnlll)e of bombs droPIled

by mediums on ene~ soil since joining the B-25 headquarters

nine 'lontbs abo.

Leaviuc the United otates in June 1944, this Sucker

State servicenan has earned the ribh" to woar one gold over­

seas stri a on the left sleeve of his uniform. Ee has been

awarded another battle star for his European- rican-Miadle

East theatre ribbon, signifying that he has played an active

part in the '·Olte-Jil'Do CaIn. aign since June 1944.

Prior to comin overseas, $echnical Sergeant Idtcbell

was stationed at Greenville ~ ir Base, ~. c.

- Kill -
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