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~ SEC RET

Section V••••UClMEiDAfIONS.

HEADQ.UARTERS
67th Bombardment Wing

APO 660.

15 July 1944.

SUBJE::T: Congratulatory Message.

TO : Commanding Officer,

" "
" "
" n
" n
n "

310th Bombardment Group.
321at Bombardment lh>oup.
340th Bombardment Group.
313th Signal Company Wing.
Hq & Hq Squadron, 57th Wing.
9th Combat OlUllera Unit.

The following is a paraphrase of a message from
the Secretary of War:

"BOTH AIR FOROES OF THIS THEATER OF OPERATIONS HAVE
DISPLAYED THE HIGHEST TYPE OF A FIGHTING SPIRIT AND DETERMI­
NATION. IT IS BELIEVED THAT THE ALLIED OOUllTRIES ARE WELL ON
TEE ROAD TO VICTORY. THE DANGER YOU FACE AND YOUR OONTRIBU­
'lION WILL NOT BE FORGOTTEN BY THOSE ON THA HO),{E FRONT. THE
SUPPORT THAT THE GROUND ARMIES HAVE RECEIVED FROM THE SUPERB
WORK OF THE TACTIOAL AIR FORCE IS ALREADY A MATTER OF HISTORY.
YOUR EFFORTS GIVE A SUPREME CONFIDENCE TO US AT HOME FOR A
VICTlEIOU8 COl4PLETION. CURTAILING AXIS POWER ,IN HUNGARY, ROU­
MANIA AND AUSTRIA BY THE STRATEXlIC FORCES HAS CAUSED A UNION
BETWEEN THE RUSSIAl' ARMY MID ALLIED FORCES. MY PERSONAL THANKS
AND CONGRATULATIONS. I WISH YOU GOD-SPEED AND GOOD LUCK IN
COl.lPLETING YOUR TASK AND WE WILL GIVE YOU EVERY SUl'PORT. rr
WAS MY DESIRE TO PERSONALLY VISIT ALL OFFICERS AND lIEN, CON­
VEYING THE GRATITUDE AND APPRECIATION WE IN AMERICA RAVE FOR
YOUR ACCOMPLISHlYiE.'NTS. WITH DEEP REGRET I FIND IT NEXlESSARY
TO LEAVE BEFORE COMPLETION OF MY TOUR OF YOUR AIR FORCE. n

By Command of Brigadier General KNAPP:

lsI J.A. McCoubrey.
ItI J.A. MoCoubrey.

Major, Air Corps,
Acttg. Aas't.Adj.Gen.
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1st Ind. AGIJ/wp

HEADQUARTERS 310th BOJrlBARDMENT GROUP (ll), APO 650, 18 Jul;y, 1944.
TO: Command1Dg Officer, 379th Bombardment Squadron (I).

1. It 18 deepl;y gxoat11';y!ng to know that our organization
played no small pa,rt in the successful achievement of the
Mal10r;y Major Operation which has just ended. Through the
splendid co-operation and ooncentrated effort of ground and
oombat personnel, pin-point bombing of pr1mar;y and alternate
targets resulted in a major proportion of them being complete­
ly destroyed or badly damaged at a time when the enemy vltall;y
needed uninterrupted suppl;y and cammmicatlon lines. This
splendid performance of outstanding duty Will, beyond question,
hasten the successful conclusion of the Itallan ClIIIIPaign.

Is! AN'l'HONY G. HUN'l'ER,
!t! ABTHONY G. HUN'l'ER,

Golonel, Air Corps,
C=ding. .
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• SECRET

HEADQ.UARTERS TWELFTH. AIR FORCE
APO 650.

20 July 1944.
GENERAL ORDER)

:
NUMBER 100)

CITATION OF WIT.

Under the provisions of Circular 333, Vier Depart­
ment, 1943, and Circular 89, North African Theatre of
Operations, 10 July 1944, the 310th Bombardment Group (X)
is cited for outstanding performance of dUty in armed
confliot with the enemy.

The 310th Bombardment Group (M) is cited for out­
standing performance or dUty in action against the enemy
in the Mediterranean Theatre of Operations on 27 Augnst
1943. Following the Allied conquest of Sicily, the major
efforts ot the Allied Air Forces in the Mediterranean
Theatre were direoted toward the destruction of ene~

supply, c~mmln1cation and transportation ticilities on
the Italian Mainland in preparation for the invasion of
Italy. Priority targets were the large marshalling yards
of the principal cities and to the 310th Bombardment GrOlp
was assigned the task of smashing the heavily defended
rail yards at Benevento, key transportation center of the
Naples-Salerno-Foggia area. With their crews painstakin8­
ly briefed, thirty-six B-25'5 prepared and serviced so
perfectly that none were forced to return early, took off
from Menzel Temime, Tunisia, on 27 August 1943, instructed
to complete the mission at all costs. The formation made
landfall north of Naples and immediately was intercepted
by forty to fifty enemy fighters which made desperate at­
tempts to turn the bombers off course, continuing their
attacks throughout the approach to Benevento, during the
entire bomb run and even after the B-25' s left the target
area. Distinguishing themselves through extraordinary
heroism and unswerving resolution, in the face of in­
tense anti-aircraft fire and fighter attacks so persist­
ent that three bombers were shot down and two others 110

heaVily damaged that they were forced to crash-land in
Sicily, the combat crews or the 310th Group destroyed
eighteen of the attacking planes and bombed the marshall­
ing yards with devastating effect. Restrained from taking
evasive action by their resolve to maintain compact forma­
tion required for maximum bombing accuracy, all pilots held
true to course despite the terrific opposition and even
though both engines of one of the bombers were on fire
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•
Citation, continued••••

and the entire aircra1't was enveloped in flames, the
pilot held his plane in a controlled glide until the
bombardier had released his bombs directly on the tar­
get from an altitude of 1500 feet. The marshalling
yards containing a great DUmber of rolling stock, were
completely destroyed, three main rail lines were cut,
huge fires were started and the locomotive shops were
rendered useless. The gallantry and combat proficiency
exhibited by the personnel of the 310th Bombardment
Group in striking this decisive blow, which hastened the
oollapse of the ene~ in Southern Italy, have refleoted
highest credit on their organilation and the Ir11lltary
Servlce of the United States.

By command of Brigadier General WEBSTERI

OFFICIALI JOHN W. MONAHAN,
Colonel, Air Corps,
Chief of Sta1'f.

/s/ WIn. W. Dick,
WILL1A){ W. DICK,
Colonel, A.G.D.,
Adjutant General.

A TRUE COPY,
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•• SECRET ••
GENERAL ORDERS J.
NlllIBER 86 J

HEADQUARTERS TWELFTH AIR FORCE
APO 650

1 July 1944

EXTRACT

SECTION I - AWARD OF SILVER STXK

Under the provisions of AR 600-45, as amended, and
pursuant to authority contained in Circular 26, Rq NATOUSA,
6 March 1944, the Silver Star is awarded to the following
named officer, Air Cerps, United States Arrrry, citation and
residence as indicated:

RICHARD IRWIN, 0746812, Second Lieutenant, 379th Bomb­
ardment Squadron, 310th Bombardmllllt Group (M). Far gallantry
in action while participating in aerial flight as bombardier
or a B-25 type aircraft. On 12 May 1944, Lt. Irwin 1'lew as
lead bombardier 01' a 1'ormation of B-25' s attacking a road in­
tersection near Pastena, Italy. Upon the commllncement of the
bomb run several direct hits from anti-aircraft fire shattered
the ple:x1-g1ass nose of Lt. Irwin's airplane, seriously wound­
ing him about the face and eyes and hurling him from position.
AlthoUgh pertially blinded and suffering intense pain, he
quiokly returned to his bombsight. Displaying utmost courage
and determination he released his bombs with precision accur­
acy through a small opening in the clOUds, establishing an
eff'ective road block in this vital link in enemy comnnmication
lines. His selfless devotion to duty and outstanding profess­
ional skill in combat reflect great credit upon himself and the
Armed Forces of the United States. New York City, N. Y.

* * * *
By command of Major General CANNON:

OFFICl.AL:

/s/11m. W. Dick
WILLIAJ.! W. DICK
Colonel, A.G.D.
Adjutant General

•

JORN W. MONAHAN
Colonel, A.C.
Chisf or Staff

A TRUE EXTRACT COFY: I
" . '"7'U.Ce--.J.. ,

HILIP • CANALE, Jr •
Oapta , Air Corps
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tit"" E eRE T ••
HEADQUARTERS TWELFTH AIR FCRCE

APO 650

GENERAL ORDER8) 4 July 1944 •.•
8'7) EXTRACT

• if

SECTION III - AWARDS OF SOLDIER'S AMAh

under the prov1siol18 of AR 600-45, as lIIIlended, and
pursuant to authority contained in Circular 26, Hq HATOUSA,
6 March 1944, the 801dier's Medal is awarded to the follow­
ing named personnel, Air Corps, United states Arm1, citation
and residence as indioated:
if * * *

NELSON N. CUSHING, 0760043, Second Lieutenant, 379th
Bomb Sq, 310th Bomb Gp. For heroism while partioipating
in aerial flig):lt as bombardiar of a B-25 type a1rcratt. On
24 May 1944, upon the completion of the bomb run over Arezzo,
Italy, it was discovered that one 1000 poUnd bomb had railed
to release over the target and hung trom the front shackles
in the bomb bay. Realizing the great danger of explosion
should the bomb be jarred tree, Lt. Cushing removed his para­
chute and climbed into the bomb bay. Working in the open
bomb bay with:. hatchet under most dti'ficult conditions, Lt.
Cushing released the bomb tram the shackles and jettisoned
il harmlessly trom the airoraft. BiB seltless devotion to
duty in the face of great hazard reflects hig):lest credit upon
himself and the Armed Forces of the United States. Fort
Ethan Allen, Vermont.

AllDIlEW. J. BOVER, 12029158, Sergeant, 379th~ Sq.,
SlOth Bomb Gp. Fer heroism. On 24 May 1944, a malfunction
in the release system prevented Sgt. Hover's bombardier from
releasing his bombs over the target at Arezzo, Italy, and the
pilot was forced to return the the base with the full bomb load.
Upon the approach to the field, it was discovered that one bomb
had worked tree and was threshing about among the other bombs
in the bomb bay. Realizing the danger of exp1osion should a
landing be attempted with the bomb in this position, Sgt. Hover
requested his pilot to fly out to sea. Then removing his para­
chute, he climbed into the bomb bay. With a comrade holding
him suspended by his legs, Sgt. Hover jettisoned the bomb~
lessly into the water, enabling his pilot to land the airoraft
safely. His selfless devotion to duty in the face of great
hazard refleots hignest credit upon himself and the Armed Forces
of the United States. Jersey City, N. J.
* * * if

By oommand of Major General CAl!1NON:
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• ll: C:]I:]lml ••
OFFICIAL:

WIll. w. Diok
WILLIAM W. DICK
Colonel, A.G.D.
Adjutant General

JOHN W. MONAllAJl
Colonel, A.C.
Chie!' of' staff'

A TRUE m'RAC'l: COPY: I- ,~.6a.-J2.
ILIP • CANALE, Jr•~ Air Corps

•
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•• SECRET ••
HEADQ.UARTERS TWELFTH Am FORCE

APO 650
•

GENERAL ORDERS )
••

lf1JJIBER 9~ ) EXTRACT

II JUly 1944

*

Under the provisions of AR 600-45, as amended, and
pursuant to authority contained in Circular 26, Rq NATOUSA,
6 Marnh 1944, the Soldier's Medal is awarded to the follow­
ing named officer, Air Corps, United States A:rmy, citation
and residence as indicated:

RICHARD W. DAVIS, 0-675482, Second Lieutenant, 379th
Bomb Sq., 310th Bomb Gil (JI). For heroism. On 6 J enuary
1944, after completing a successful attack upon eDem1 ship­
ing in the Aegean Sell, it was discovered that one 500 pound
bomb had faUed to release over the target. Realizing the
danger of explosion, Lt. Davis immediately turned over the
controls to his co-pilot, removed his parachute and climbed
head first into the bomb bay. Tenaciously holding himself
by his legs, he loosened the hung bomb and jettisoned it
harmlessly into the sea. His selfless devotion to duty in
the face of great hazard reflects great credit upon himself'
and the Armed Forces of the United States. Sidney, Ohio •

•
By cOllllllaDd of Major General CAlINON:

OFFICIAL:

/s/ Wm. W. Dick
WILLIAJI W. DICK
Colonel, A.G.D.
Adjutant General

JOHN W. MONAHAN
Colonel, A.C.
Ohief of Steff

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY:

, '7u,rCJ->·o 0 r...., .......
HILI • CANALE. Jr. .

Capta , Air Corps
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•• S EO HE T ••

HEADQUARTERS
310th B6MBARDllIENT GROUP (Jar, AAP

APO #650

GENERAL ORDERS l 16 July 1944•..
NUl!BER 14 l

X ARD tIP'"21JRrnE lIEA1l'r

Under the pr'visiona of Army Regulations 600-45,
dated 22 September 1943, and NATOUSA Ciroular 26, os,
the Purple Heart is awarded to the following for wounds
reoeived in action against the enemy:

JOSEPH H. KATZ, 11093478, Sgt., AO, 379th Bomb Sq {Ml,
310th Bomb Gp {Ill, AAF, Italy, 12 JUly 1944. Entered service
trom Somerville, Massachusetts.

AE'l'HONY G. HUNTER,
Colonel, Air Corps,
Commanding.
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••S E C RET ••
GEIiEHAL ORDER )

I
NUMBER 103 )

*

HEADQUARTER S TWELFTH AIR FORCE
APO 650

24 July 1944.

it *

Under the provisions of AR 600-45. as emended, and pursuant to
authority contained in CirculQI' 89, HQ. NATOUSA, 10 JUly 1944, the
Distinguished Flying Cross is awarded to the follow11'lg named per­
sonnel. Air Corps, United States Army, citation and residence as
indioated:
* it it

JOHNSON Y. McINTYRE, 0798009, First Lieutenant, (then Seoond Lieu­
tenant), 379th Bomb Squadron. 3l0th Bomb Group. For extraordinary.
achievement while participating in aerial flight as pilot of a B-25
type aircraft. On 31 January 1944, while flying in an attack upon
enemy shipping in the Aegean Sea, a formation of seven JU 88' s at­
tacked Lt. McIntyre's four-plane formation. heavily damaging one air­
craft and leaVing it defenseless against further attacks. Observing
the critical condition of the B-25, Lt. McIntyre immediately cut his
throttle and maneuvered his plane into protective cover for the strick­
en bomber. Then driVing off repeated enemy attacks, he escorted the
crippled aircraft safely back to his base. His selfless devotion to
duty and outstanding proficiency reflect great credit upon himself and
the Armed Forces of the United States. Marion, South Carolina.
it * it

By oommand of Brigadier General WEBSTER:

OFFICIAL:

/s/ Wm. W. Dick
WILLIAM W. DICK
Colonel, AGD
Adjutant General

JOHN W. MONAHAN,
Colonel, A.C.,
Ohief of Staff.

A TRUE EXTRA~~TCO~~ . Co...--....Jl...rIF • CANALE, Jr., I

Capta Air Corps.
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• E C RET ••
BEADQ.UARTERS

3l0th BOMBPJU)MERT GROUP (II), AAP
APO tle5()

GENERAL ORDERS ) 25 J'UJ.1 1944.
I

NUMBER 15 )

mP or PUIU'LE BBART

Under the provisions of AnI:! Regulations 600-45, dated 22
September 1943, as amended, the Purple Beart 111 awarded to
the follow1ng for wounde received 1n action aga1nst tbe en8llll:

ERNEST J. KULIK, (0-665207), 1st Lt, NJ. 379th B<JIIb Sq (K),
3l0th Bomb Gp (M), AAF, Italy, 10 June 1944. Entered servioe
.from Chicago, Illinois.

Al'l'lSOBr G. HUllTER.
Colonel, Air Corps,
commsnding.
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GliNEBi.L OllDliti )
:

NIDIBIlR 101)

.-
RESTRICTED

m'+"C¥"RrX16 'l'IIi:LP.rH .uR lI'ORl:E
APO 650

••

• • •
SlarION II - l.IWmS mr 1UR me DDloR QiiJr-1j'§A! gWffCM T@@tQ
• *. . •

4. \JIldar 10110 provieio.... ot .:.R (,00-45' aB OIIIOndod; and pl&1'SUtlllt to a,­
tOOrit)' ciontained in C'lrclIiIar'139, NATOUS"-, 10 JUly 1944, the .Alr Jldda1 apd
Ilr ()Ilk-Lest Cluster thereto, in too categories listed. is a1<a1dod to tIla' tal­
10lFillg II8IIIDd peraolll101 ,31ot1l IlOI<b<u'dment c:roup' (lI), Air COrpe, ~tod Btotllll
lnJII, 8H1iJlment lind rosidenoe WI indicated, tor IIIllritorloWl aClbievlllllilllt 'Rhile
particiJl8Ung in ell8taiood opel'£:Uona age1ll.et' the' enemy in the )Ild1\erreetl
Theator ot Qperat101l8 bO'tl1l88n tbe dato8 iDdicated. The' perfect, coordination,
1l0lll'llge aDd p~1l88iona1 skill displayed itl the perfol'mQllco ot tbair duties
ZGtloot croat czedit em tho Military service Ilf tho \ltIited ,gtEtea•

. mrMSIlL'
HloLPH BtIIS. JR, 0675409, 1U Lt. pUot, 2 Dee 1943 to 22 II')' 19/14. Indi8llllp­
alia, Ind.

ZitGSl' :T. KIlLIK, 066S:ll17, 1st Lt, pilot. 1 Dec 194.3 to lllo\l1y 1944. ChiCago,
Ill.

EOOENS T. NClQ.;R. 0795815. 1st Lt. pi~t. 5!JOc 194.3 to 6 ]1D10 1944. phil­
adelphia. pa,

JOSEPH S. flIalo, :TR, 0738728, 1st U, Bombardier. 30 NOV 194.3 t. ,31 JIlT 1944.
NOrristOl'n, PD.

CIlLRL1lS B. ROBINSai', 1\402702, 1st Lt, Bombardior. 30:ran 1944 to 29 Yl7
1944. 8)uatOtl, Texas.'

ilOIlEiiT T. SIm, 01i5824. 1st Lt, pilot. 2 Dec 1943 to 13 JIBT 1944. Chicago,
Ill.

CIWlLE3'G, arOWR. 0736905, let Lt, NBvigstor. 4 Dee 194.3 to 19 )11119/14,
Chicago. Ill.

J'fllJIK R. ~CO, 0671151, lot Lt, BOIDbard1er. 4 Dee 194.3 to 4 JIl1 1944. BeIl1d,
Ill,

n'IN .... J.NDRJril3, 0742650, 2d Lt. pilot. 6:ran 1944 to 19 1'l:Y 1944. )lllmphis,
TaM.

1U.LTER B<III3IlCK. JIl., 01702967. 2d Lt, pilot. J,5:rnn 1944 to 18 *:y 1944,
Sb&ron, PII.

-1-
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• • •• RESTRICTED ••
DAVID COHEN, 36608895, sjSgt. Radio GWlDer. 10 Jan 1.944 to 2 UI1 1944. Chicae;o,
Ill.

HSllBVll't, F!CiGoFF, 153291103, S/sst.. reil Gunner. 12 Jreb 1944 to 12 J\IIlfl 1944.
Nl;.po:-c::m" o~io.J

JOSEF.'! 1.[, EV.>NS. 17159206, s/:>gt, Tur:''!lt GIlDnor. 2 Dec 191(3 to 28 Illy 1944.
spriDt. 'iold, r..'O .•

u.~ L. FUL.;LDER. 1707126b, s/S',,-+', ~'Urrot ()Ul\Iler. 4 Jan 1944 to 5 JUne 1944.
~S'" lOW,

w~ S. GOODw'IN, 354950;>4, a/Pst, TUrret cunner. 4 DeC 1943 to 15 ~y 1944.
Ev'ImS't ilie, Ind.

"OJ!: :.. ":IllSON, 391870.37, S/Sf!;t, Tail cwmor. 13 NOV 1943 to 30 lilY 1944. Ta-
,"OLF." '..GSh.

,lO.....l1'·O'L\;"NNON, 18040772, s/Sg1l, Tail GUIlller. 2 Doe 191(3 to 28 J3l,y 1944. MC­
cruLor" Tvx ..

l''':'::.lCi: F, O'TOOLE, 13044290, S/agt, Turret QU1Ul8r. 12 Jreb 1944 to 28 U1y 1944.
plJi..':e1 _ia. po.

llI.llllY j1. !Urn, 15103457, s/Sgt. T=t cunner. 2 DeC 191(3 to 26 lIlY 1944.~
colus, Mich.

ROBIlRl' E. SE.lXON, 17044557, S!Sgt, Tail cunner. 30 oct 1943 to 19 ~ 1944.
stauton, Ill.

EVEEfTr B, SHI::f1>,OOO; 36131548, a/Sgt, TUrret ounner. 10 Jan 1944 to 10 JUnfl
1944. Grand RSp'.e,s, Mich.

Jo.:n:lf P. SHOOKW.""Y; JIl, 34381621, S/Sgt, Tail cunnar. 4 Deo 1943 to 31 Dly
1944. suntcr, S C.

p;.m. iL TllLlI'Lm'ON. 13066784. S/Sgt, Turrot cunner. 13 NOV 1943 to 28 ~y 1944.
xincsport. TOM.

w.:rI'1-;:; .. K. TBO~, 33372654, s!Sgt, Tail Gunner. 13 NOV 1943 to 31 UI1 1944.
BaltiJl:oro, l:d.

ilICIlhi.D L. lU.IDEN, 31160935, S/Sgt, Tail Gunnar. 4 Ifill 1944 to 7 J\IIle 1944.
LYnn. ~B8.

T1:EODOilE ll...EllNER, 39016747, s/Sgt, 118dio GUIl1l8r. 2 Dec 1943 to 29 !QaT 1944.
SIlo pe.lro, calif.

DOl:.JlJ G. "OLFORD, '15069502, S/Sgt, i1Bdio GunDOr. 2.) NOV 1943 to 7 M:\rch 1944.
QbL.rlc;sto\7D., -.;. Va.

- 3 -
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RESTRICTED •
KEADQUARTERS 'n'iELFTH AIR FORCll;

APO 650
31 July 1944

GENERAL ORDERS)

NUliiBER
.

li6)
EXTRACT

SECTION I - Jml!!T OF' SILVER S'mr Ilwmwtlt!'S'J

tinder t.he provisions of AR 60D-45, as &mended, and pursuant t.o autJlor­
ity centa1ned in Circular 89, Hq NATOtlSA, 10 July 1944, the Sl1ver Star h
_l'dad, posth\llll~II1y, to the foliOlling named enlisted man, Air Corps, Uni­
ted States Army, citation and next of kin s. indicated:

PAUL E. KRUEGER, 35047123, Technical Sergeant, 379th Bomb Sq, 310th
Bomb Gp. F~r gallsntr,y in sction as radio gunner of a 1>-25 type aircraft.
On 27 Augu~' 1943, T/Sgt Krueger new in a thirty-.ix plane formation attack­
ing the mar.halling yards st Benavento, Italy. Upon the approach to the
target, more than fifty ell8lllY fighter. attacked his fozmation. During a
running battle in which two banber. were ahot down and both engines of his
aircraft were .at afire, T/Sgt Krueger, displsy1ng out..tanding courage and
profe••ional .kill, remained at his guns to dine off repeated attacks, there­
by enabling hie pilot to maintain fonnation for a succeseful attack upon
this vital objective. Turning fran the target, names wert eeen to envelope
the banber and it crashed in enemy territory. His .eltlass devotion to duty
and outstaRding proficiency in combat have reflected grest credit upon him­
.elf and the Armed Forces of the tlnited State•• Mrs. Liliisn Kru.~er, (Mother)
3321 \fest 125th street, Cleveland, Ohio.

* * *
SECTION VI ~ AWARDS OF DISTINGUISHED FLYING CIIISS

Under the provisions of AR 600-45, a. amended, and pursuant to author­
ity Contained in Circular 89, Hq ru,TOUSA, 10 July 1944, the DistinguiUled
Flying Cross is awarded to the following named pereonnel, Air Corps, United
Statee Arrrr, citation and residence as indicated:

J.lANFORD J•• '/»TiEL, 022990, Lieutenant Colonel (then Major) 379th Bomb
Sq, 310th Bomb' Gp•. For ext.raordinary achievement while participating in .
aerilll night as !light CCJlllllAnder of a 1>-25 type aircraft. On 24 Dec8Jllber 1943,
Lt Col '1etzel was fllgM ccmnander of a formation of four B-25'.,lIn a lI6S

search mi••ion for enemy shipping in the Aegean sea. Sighting an enemy con-
voy of approxiJllatel;y fourteen vessels, he displayed the ghighest degree of
courage and devot.ion to dut.y in leading hi. formation not only once, but twice,
in s meat-height cannon and banbing attack on the convoy through extremely
inten.e and acClU'll I.e 8.Qt.i,-a1rcraf~ fire which damaged all four planes. killed
one cr~w member, and wounded four others. A. a result of this attaCk, one
large motorized barge ..... eunk whUe another s:tlld:tar vessel and the e .corting
naval auxUisry were left in flames. Lt. Col '!etzel'. cootstanding courage
and proficiency on t.his and~ other .uccesstul miuion. reflect great cred­
it upon hilJlself and the Armed Force. of the United Statea. River.ide, Calif.

·1.

R D
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PAUL STINSON,. 067S6U, First Liwtenant, 379th Bomb Sq, 31ot.ll Bomb Gp.
For extrao~ .chifV_nt 1IbUe part1cipat.1ng 111 aerial night as a pi-.
lot ot a 8-25 t.Jpe a1roratt. On 22 June 1944, Lt St1llson participated as
flight leader on the at.tack against the 1JDportant railfoad bridge south of
Vornio, Italy. Upon t.he approach to the target, '1ntenn and vary accurato
anti-aitcraf't.~ enveloped the tOllll&tion damagi "8 thirty 0: the thirty-
six baIlbere, and downillg one. Tbe anti-aircraft tire 1ICllIIlcIed two of his c rn,
disabled his lett engine and furt.her clamapd his aircraf't.. Lt St1llson di..
pl~.d auperior flyinc abUity in maintainiJIg his podt:1on 111 the f01'lll&tion
_bUill his blllllbardier to release hie bCllllbs wit.h devutatlng effect UJlOII
the objoctive. He displayed further 8k1ll 111 lII8lleUVIlr1nc his abattered ban­
ber throuah contiDued eDIIII\Y grOUllll fire &ncI we a 8Ucceeeful 8E1'I"BCy
land1nc at a friendly field, His outstanding skUl, detemination and cour­
al" in CCIIlbat reflect great credit upon himself and the Armed Porces 0: the
United states. Pt. SDith, Ark.

* * *
SFCnOll VUI - AJ4ImS 01' mIER'S!I'mN.

UDder the provisions of I.R 600-45, as llIIIended, end purl!lWlnt to authority
contained in Circular 89, Hq NATOl/St., 10 July 1944, the Soldier'slledal is
aW!l1'ded to the tollow1nc n8ll8d peraollll8l, Air Corps, United states r'rrJl1, ci­
tation and residonce as indicated:

PRANK J. SZARBAN, 32580760, Sorgeant, 379th Bcab Sq, JlOth BClIIIb Gp. Por
hero!sa while part!cipat.1ng in aerial nigIlt as a taU &UMer 0: a 8-25 type
aircraft. Sgt Saarban _s a C1'elJ member of a spare ship on the mission of
2l June 1944. On the return trip, _ of the baDbs tell through the closed
baDb ~ doors, damaging another bClIIIb all it fell. 'lbe damaged bcmb hung by
one shackle which lII8de a eate landing :lmpollaible and created a very hazardOUIl
situation. '!he bClllbardier entered the bomb bq without a paraCbuto to pry
the bcmIl loose. SSt ~rban remained on tho alert over the baDbardier as he
was attemptinc to release the bcmb. "1/lilo the bCllllbardier WIlS lllfinging a
hea\J)' crank to wedge the bomb 100110, he lost his footinc and DS saved 0IIl,y

by Sgt Szarban' s qii1ck act:1on in grabbing bold ot his cCll1'ade. Hia courage
and ao1ness devotion to duty rot'l.ect great credit upon h1lII8elt and the .\ru...d
Forces of the Unitod States. Niagara FallS, II. Y.

RAlIlOND J. Dr.VILLA, 19142279, Ssrgeant, 379th !laDb Sq, )lOth Ilcmb Gp. Per
heroillll while participating in aerial night as a bcmbard1er ot a 8-25 type
aircraft. On 2l June 1944, Sgt Davilla was on the crew of a lIPVe ship. Our
ing the return trip one bomb fell th1'oIIgh the closod bcmIl bay and loosened
pnether bomb as it toll. Tbo loose bClllb IIIng on one shackle which made a
sate landinc iIIIpoaaiblo Nld pre.m.ed a very hazardous situatioa. Sgt Davilla
displ1!yod utter disregArd tor hie peraonal safety in ElIIhring the bomb b<V
and prying the baDb 1001le. The size of the entrance to the bCllb bay was such
as to prohibit the lise of a parachute. In his initial attempt to wedge the
bomb loose, Sgt Davilla lost his balance aDd wae saved by another alert crow
member who 8Cl1zed. his logs. Hia courage and seltle88 dovotion to duty reflect

• •
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grent credit upon himself and the Armed Forcos of the United States. San
Jose, Calif.

By command of Major General CANNON:

JOHN 'II. lIONAHAN,
Colonel, A. C.
Chief of Staff

OFFICUL,

1.1 VIm. W. Dick
IYILLIAM VI. DICK,
Colonel, A. G. D.
Adjutant Genoral.

A TRUE EXTR..\CT COFY:

,. /

(JR.:k 1 Vi (' Ci!.A ,oJLo 'v. ~ .
PIlIL&P M. CAN:'LE, JR. j
Captain, niT Corpa
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SECTION II - .1<.W1ITlD"S' 'OF' laR'"lrEDJr lMf"1o[mm;..I;EAF' CLOSIER lHEREiO.

NtlIIBER..
..

115)

HEADQUARTERS nm.FTH AIR FORCE
APO 650

EXTRACT

..

..

31 July 1944

..

..
5. Under the provisiollB of AR 600-45, as 8IIlended, and pursuant to

authority contained in Circular 89, Hq NflTOUSk, 10 July 1944, the Air Medal
is swarded to the following named personnel, 310th Banb Group (Il), Air Corps,
United States A~1 assigrment and residence as indicated, for meritorious
achievement while participating in an attack-upon a heavily defended concen­
tration of enem.y troops near Frascati, Italy, on 31 !lay 1944, which resulted
in heavy casualties to personnel and damage to vital lDllitary equipDent. In
contributing to this outstanding achievement in precision bombing, the per­
sonal courage, professional skill and devotion to duty displayed by each crew
member relfect highest credit on the lDllitary forces of the United States:.. .. ..
JOON S. CADWJ\LLADER, 0742679, 2nd Lt., Pilot, Minneapolis, Minn.

DANIEL C. HOWLE.'l'T, 0796826, 2nd Lt., Co-Pilot, Newton, !lass.

JOHN A. JOHNSON, 0805161, 2nd Lt., Navigator, Brooklyn, N. Y.

~NTIN MC GAUClIIRAN, 0742757, 2nd Lt., Pilot, Memphis, Tenn.

ROBERT C. IULLEH, 0674998; 2nd-Lt., Pilot, Conneaut, Ohio.

WILLllM G. SPACKEY, 06749571 2nd Lt., Pilot, Carey, Ohio.

LAWRENCE A. FOX, 36270707, T/Sgt. Radio Gunner, Racine, Wis.

ANZIE B. GRAHAM, 14074290. T/SgtJ Hsdio Gunner, Shelby, N. C.

FRANCIS J. UNSWORTH, 31173135, T/Sgt, Radio Gunner, Providence, R. I.

RALPH ADAllS, 13155880, S/Sgt, Turret Gunn"r, PetrOlia, Penns..

ELI JAFFE, 7024650, S/Sgt, Radio Gunner, Philadelphia, Penna.

ROBERT L. J/.llES, 13092873, S/Sgt, Radio Gunner, Enhaut, Penna.

MICHAEL J. MENO, 12024630, S/Sgt, Bombardior, Sandy Oregon.

RAThlOND J. DAVILLA, 19142279, Sgt, Banbardier, San Jose, Calif.

ilOBER'l' L. MILLER, 13117542, Sgt, Tail Gunner, DUblin, Virginia.

- 1 -
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JOSEPH GIAtlPORTE, 12164675, Cpl,' llcmbard1er, PUlI&ic, M.J.

mMlIl P. DOliAllUE, 32319574/J>ft., IlclIIbardier, Mew York, N.r•.
WILLIAIIIf. PORTER, .JR., 13021846, M, BcDbardier, Harrisburg, Penna.

* * *
10. Under the pt'OvisillD8 ot Ai 600-45, as 8lIIlIIlded, and pur8llllllt to

IIIthOrity CIlDta1ned in Circular 119, Hq IiATOUSA, 10 .Jul1l944, the Air lie­
dal 8Z1JJ./or oak-teat C1118ter thereto, 1ri the categories listed, is 8R1'lIed
to the follOll1nc nlllDed personnel, 310th .1lclllbanbent Gl'OIIp Oi), Air Corps,
United States, A~, assignment and residence as indicated, for meritor­
iOUa achiev_nt while participating 1ri an attack upon a railroad bridge
Il8IU' Vernio, Italy, on 16 June 1944, which rellll1ted 1ri bea"7 daDage to the
bridge and approaches and the establ1ellllent ot an· ettecUve block in this
vital link in~ cOllllUll1cation and supply linea. In contributing to
this outstanding achie wment in precision boIabing, the porsonal couraga,
protess:'onal sId1l and devotillD t.o dut7 d1epl~d b7 each crew JIlSJIber re­
nect highest credit on the m1l1t.a%7 torces ot the United states:

AiRvmU,

FRANCIS H. HA1lIlISON, 0760060, 2Ild Lt.., llombard1er, Gutt8l1berg, N. J.

JOSEPH',. LONDO, JR., 07tml2, 2nd Lt., IlaIIbsrd1sr, Herldmer, Ii. Y.

- CONSTANTINE lII'l'CHELL, 0702138, 2nd Lt., Navigator, New London, Conn.

FllEj)E!UCK 1f. RlT'l'Eit, JR., 07621)l, 2o:i Lt., Bcmbard1er, Wostport, CClIlIl.

JOHN J. IIENNESSI, 32847099, Sgt, feU Gunner, Syracuse, N.Y.

mw¢LUsTER,
HAIlllY E. VANDEllBANK, 07392311 1st Lt., Banbardier, Chsriot, ano.

IVENTIN)(C G.\UCImAN, 0742757, 2o:i Lt., PUot, lIemphis, Tenn.

JaIN C. BRAVO, 324ll965, T/Sgt, Radio Gumer, Broold;yn, lI.y.

DAVID CCIlEIil, 36608S95, T/Sgtl Radio Gunner, ChicalO, ill.

!lALPII ADAlIS, 13155880, S/Sgt, Turret Gunner, Petl'Qlla, Penna. ­

WALTER T. CII&LOMIS, 19185207, S/Sst, Turret Gunner, san JOS8, Calif.

CIIAlU.ES E. cmm, 37226369, S/Sgt, TaU Gunner, Junction City, Ian.

LAVERNE L. FUL'l'IDER, 17071266, S/Sgt, Turret Gunner, AnsIIosc, Iowa.

ilOBEaT L J.'\IIES, 13092873, s!Sgt, 8Bd1o 0UmIBr, EnIlaIlt, P811118.
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I.IICHAEL J. MENO, 12024630, S/Sgt, Bombardior, Sandy, Ore.

I.l'JllIEL A. MINNICH, 15332328, S/Sgt, Turret Gunner, Marshall, Ill.

PATRICK F. O'TOOLE, 13044290, S/Sgt, Turret Gunner, Philadelphia, Penna.

MA'M'HEW K. T"riCUI.S, 33372654, S/Sgt, TaU Gwmer, Avenue, 1olD.. ,

EDW,\1lD C. WILKINS, 32446180.• S/Sgt, Tail Gunner, Ilion, N.Y.

* *
By cUIlrnand of Major General CANNON:

JOHN IV. MOIIAHl.N
Colonel,? AG ~

Chief of staff.
OFFI~IAL:

/s/ \~m W. Dick
WILLIAM \'1. DICK
Cv1one1,. AGO,
Adjutant,General.

A TRUE EXTRAOT COPY:

. t/)' .J.., -j/j'i (. u_ '" c--O", ~
'. PHILI;d'I.l. CANALE, JR. r

Captain,'Air Corps
Adjut nt, 379th Bomb Sq
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B C RET ••
A Medium Bombardment GrC\J1P Completes

SOO Combat Missions in the Mediter­

,~ 'It ... ranean Tnea'tll1' 'Or OEera'tl'O%13. '!> '!> ..

On 7 July 1944, the 310th Bombardment Group (M)
completed 500 combat missions. The Squadron chosen on
that day to lead the group formation was the 379th BoniJ
Squadron, with 1st Lt. Paul Stinson as Fl1ght Leader.

Under the able leadership of Colonel Anthony G.
Hunter, this group has blasted enemy targets in Tunisia,
Sicily, Sardinia, Italy, and in the waters of the Yedi­
terranean Sea and the Aegean Sea.

The 379th Bombardment Squadron was flying its
320th oombat mission on this memorable day. Under the
inspiring camnand of Lt. Col. MantoI'd J. Wetzel, this
Squadron has maintained an enviable record of oombat
effioiency and accomplishment. One glance at the Victory
Chart reveals our victories against enemy aircraft and
shipping••• it does not reveal the Squadron's devastation
of enemy harbor installations, air fields, bridges and
railroad lines.

On this 7th day of July, the personnel of the
379th did not take time oft to celebrate ••• it was just
another day of work in the War against the Axis. The
planes were serviced, bombs loaded, the combat crews
were carefully briefed••• then they took off, winging
away from the coast of Corsica, crossed the Italian
mainland and sped on to their assigned target at San
GiOVanni, Italy. There reposed a bridge, used by the
eIllllll7 in his vital link of communications. Results:
one enemy bridge is missingl

On hand to congratulate the boys on their return
to the home base were Brigadier-General Robert D. Knapp
and Colonel Hunter. Both CO!!I1IIsnders were enthusiastic
in their praise of the 379th crews and that praise at
course was refleoted on the ground personnel as well,
who serviced the ships for this all-important mission.

And so the 379th Bomb Sq. goes on to greater vic­
tories. As the pendulum swings from Italy to France, we
all teel that this is Just about the end of the line••••
after 20 months of intense combat operations, we can see
the fruits of our efforts in sight. Victory in Europe is
the inevitable climax of our work, to be fully realized
vezry soon•••• !

* * * * *
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