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3 llad a !ire in the HS8 at supper tonight when a gasoline range exploftd. Ver:r
little dallage daDe due to the heroic action of Sgt.. 1181Dll H. ROII1ne who sinlle
haDdedl1 dragged the fiaa1Di unit out in the open. He is being recomended for

- .:w,m.!n -i!r'

6 B1glJteen of our plaDlls went on a mission today aDd did an excelleut job of baRbing
on Capua A/D in Italy. Dispersed aircraft, hangars, shopa, and the lllJld1ng uea
were all bard hit. A tew ene"O' fighters were _n near the target but th.,. taUed
M:=!et~i::&pj'. ". D# -, ;"irr' ito W'm'i' tnt WrlT epcwttt·

I Twelve of our planes went out toda1 '* bOllb three bridges at Treb1sacee, Italy.
Reports of the creWll indicatecJ that two and poss1~ all three of the bridges
"D lill., 1i? pll W mrr DR1i'm 1!!rtJ!D5!PPP1mld.

5 IIelllbers of the air echelon celebrated one year overseas today. Parties were the
order o£ the da1 for these men. Seftuteen of our J:lanes participated in a m.e1on
OYer Grazsaniae ~, Ital7 today. Bad _ther made it necessarr to bcab the
Setelllte fI1 instead. Sllght fiak was encountered. 15-20 e08"O' tighters were seen
bllt only ODll attscked. Reports indicate the target was fairl: well hit in spite of
J.JII pppr 'Y±,lW'tX_

9 Seventeen of our plamls participated in a lI1ssion to the PotellS& liars""" tog Yarda
in Italy. A good Job was dOIlll and it is believed that the yards aDd adjoining in­
stallantione were ""e~ daaged. Although no fiak was experienced over the target
iteelt, a good bit of it was encountered on the wq in and out trc- the target. lip
nCt;I' ftr!. true '"'ra

10 We are contillll1Dc to keep ver:r bua7. There was another II1ss1on today, this u.s
ClYer the Caste1DllOVo road Junction, Italp<twelve of our planes "'II' action. J. good
job .as dODe on the target aDd the roads leading into the junction ..re all cut.
llthough the fiak 118.8 nil today, 10-12 m: 109'8 jwaped the foration and ClIIIlIl out
on the short end for the to:rution claimed tive of the.. destJ"07"d &8 against 110
ts,.,. r.. M O

12 Twelve ot our planes went beck over Castelnuovo road junction today and repeated their
good work done the dll1 before 7"sterday. Indications are that Jerr:r wU1 have to
Ilake SC11D8 detours in his metreat. I/o ene"O' fighters were~ bat the IIl8D did re­
miL. ,.'tM 7" at mk ,po rtf'!!! en ttrt ... tR -1M:n1;.

13 Our ....n are rsel17 piling up the millSione tb1a month. ElllftD of our plamls were out
ap1n todq, this time to bomb a ro4d junction at Torres Arnmnpata in Itel;,. J.CaiD
the target was hard hit and V8r:f probably made unserviceable. Our C1'll1lS tell US
that this was an easy one with no eD8l11T fighters and only a £e. scattered 'Wrsts ot
n'!·14 Reports are that the Sth J.n17 is in a tight spot aDd we were called on to do our
part in rellevtilg thea on two msaioDS toda1. ~he first, in .hich eeventeen ot our
planes participated was oatetending. Battipaglla was the target and the job done
b7 our planes was outstanding. Our ..n tell U8 it was ona ot the finest bomb1nga tha7
have aver seen and a11lJMtrl~17 a&1'8e the tOd was annigh1lated. In addition the;,
sa. quite. abaw, dive bombers attack1ng our vessels, landing barges landing troops
1IDder tire, aDd artUler:r duels. 10-12 I:E 109' s attacked our tOl'lllSt1on but DO
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1.4 dalllage ..... done. Flak varied from slight to moderate. In the arternoon seven of our
planes ..lit aut again to boIIb a reported motor cormq and gun poUtion near thill
IIOJ'II1JII' e target. Failing to loeate thole targete tbe1 suocesstul17 boIIbed row
aDd railroads in the ncinU,.. Onl,. slight !lak was encountered and althoagb a fn
eJlltllt f1ghters were sighted, the;}' apparellt17 weren't in the mood for a fight as 110

attacks were made. Celebrating one of our busiest dqs in experience, we opened our
01ID' oUicers club tonight and celebrated with SOll8 real American whillke,. supplied b7 our
C.O., IIajor Batten. The club ill quite a success aDd should give us SOlie place to enjo,­
ourselves in the ewn1ngs.

15 Col. Bunter colllll8llded all the ..en OD the good job done at Battipaglia yesterday. It
..... DO more than the:r dell8ned. Bo_r, with the ground situation sOll8what relieved
but lJtill serious, 118 were back at wolit again tocla:' sending t ....l ve of our planell over
the road junction at Torres AnmIDz1.ata. Luck was with us and in additioD to plastering
the target .. also included an eDeIllJ IlOtor COllVo,- which was unfortuante eDOllgh to be
pe8sing through at the tilte. No f1ghtere aDd slight nak 1I8:re encountered.

16 Back on the job ag&1n todq. This tillll fmeen of our planes participated in a raid
on road and railroad bridges at Tr1nIsco, Italy. Strings of bombs were seen to hit
both br14gee but dust obscured obsexvation as to whether or not aD7 direct hits ....re
soored. The approache were also well conred. Crews reported a J'OU{lb trip with no
tigllters but "beauc01lps· nak.

17 Our combat crews got a well deserved rest todsy. Nothing else out of the ord1n&17 to

18 Back at 110ft again today, twelverof tIR planes partIcIpated In a mission to Ciampino
ltal7. This t1IIIe we cC1ght fro. 30-40 enemy tightem on the 4/D and these as well as
the field iteelf aDd adjoining ebope, bangarll, aDd barracks were all cCl'lered 1>1 the
bomb pattern. Heavy intense accurate flak plus attacks by several tighters gan the IIIID

an exciting t1lle for atih11e but all of our squadron's planes returned sarel3'. Tonight
we relaxed at a French Girlie show arranged by our group Special Semoe Officer, Lt.
Fiftb';, De sEmr1'll nry n'mWi am ngN tp lie IPPres'Jl§ '§y all V. pm.

19 BMW epurlty. 2Q 'ooth,r In. ahOl torrlgbt op1y .etiyity tor thl daye

22 lie welcOlted our new 0.0., llajor II.J. 1Iet1Zel today who is replacing '4jllr Batten who
has now completed hie fiftieth 1I18s10n and is slated for a little rest back in the
states. SOlIe sort of Dew record W&8 set ..en we bad fresh meat for the 3rd cODllecntin
~ at supper. Another miaaion 1lllS sellt out in which twelve of oar planes again took
part. This time the tarpt _s a bridge and road at GrottSll1narda. Creys couldn't
aa- on the succeee of the II1sdon, s~ claiming the bridge hit and others colltra­
d1r:33pg 1PJ5 DIE PI W, kip m pply JUgp\-

2) Uter going all throagb their briefing and preper1ng to take-oft todlQtmisaion was
Cla1lcslled. IIorale 1IIIS given an uplift 1dlen PI 1'8t1llns consisting of cigarettes, cig&J'll,
p, soap, aDd cand7 were issued. IIajor Batten lett very unceremonious1,. todq with
];Jj! mXJ lAlli" pi' ", pe P7T"drnJk
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24 0nl:7 Ollll of oar planes participated in a llissioll over GrottaiDarda higl:m;p' bridge
tocIAQ'. Reports 1Dd1cated the objective ""s hit nth DO interference from flat or
fighters. The Squadron ground officers had a group ]Xloto taken todq at the request
of the PubUc Relations Officer. We all had a glimpse of what our ground forces go
through at a showing of the m6vie 'Desert VictoJ7,· tlle official picture of the 8th
1m's opmdim in Ni2rtJi Afr11il.

2S El8T8n of our planes partioipated in a raid on the lagnano road defile in I~ todq.
For the first time in our histoJ7, our planes carried four instead of the usual tllree
1000 pound bombs. Resulte were onl,. fair nth only a fell' hits scorid Oil the road.
lip nM: gr ~ftI;en '!!W! §lNP*Jtmg.,

26 Best part of the dq was spent under an lI1ert for. mi1lsion which never _terialized.
Our aeClltift officer, Oapt. Hauk, aDd several combat crew members returned after
JmelJiUmr I nelS- a\ test ppm,

28 Todsy bI'OU8h us a rainstorm and the first real raiD we've had since last l!q. In
spite of being forewarned sOIle men still weren't prepared and ....t cUthes and bedding
were their re'lllU'd. Lt. Devlin repeated his lectnre Oil SIlla11 lInIS to our oU1cere.
uter spirited Toting, the SquadrOIl InSiflll1a designed b7 Corporal Jess Weinstein
pm:l!s9 plf OJ J hgwrs Sa 'III Iapptea.- We are nmr lpplang tor • JIPll.p,

29 Back in operation again todq despite a muddy field. Ten of our planes participated
in a msdon to bomb bridge approach8 near Castelvenere, Italy. In spite of JOOderate

acourate nu, the bombing was successful with many hits reported on the objective.

JO Pay day todq with the U81Illl uplift of morale. Rumors are nying thick and fast
becaU8e this t 1IIe we were paid in American gold seal Iloney. We ended up this busy
IIlOIrth with our 18th mission in which twalve of our planes took part. A road and
railroad bridge was on the receiving end this time and the consensus of opinion was
that it "csi",· direct hits. Fighters were seen but no attacks were ellCOWl1;ered.
l"lak 'I!IlS the biggest headache J being very acaurate sun though only of moderate intend
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- .. • HISTORY

I19fB BOIIBARDIoIENr SQUADRON

SEaEION II•••OparatiODII tor Septellbar 1943.

•
--.0",,- •

liz. mp;~

Sept. 5
Sept. 6
Sept. 8
Sept. 9
Sept. 10
Sept. 12
Sept. J.1
Sept. 14
sept. 14
Sept. 15
Sept. 16
Sept. 18
Sept. 21
Sept. 22
Sept. 24
Sept. 25
Sept. 29
sept. 30

'URGEr,

Grazzamaa !/D, ltal;r
CaPJA L/G, Ite1T
fz:r1!bao1l8 IlR " Rd Bridgee, ItalT
Poteua II/Ids,ItalT
Road 3tmat1CIl&~.~
Road J_ctiOl1 at Caeta1DloTa,ItalT
Road JunctiOl1 at Torre.e Anmnrl ziata, Ital;r
Battipeclia, Ital;r
II/l' CalmlY &c llWI emplace.. Ital;r
Road JlIIIDtion at Torraa Ap!1l!nF,ta, Itaq
Tritl1aco Rd &c RR Bridpe. Italy
CiampillO .;n, Ital;r
Caeerias Rd &c RR Bridges, ItalT
Grottalainarda Bridps, Italy
RJ &: Bridge at IladdoloDi.Italy
II1gnano Road Defile, lta1;r
_l'08i Rd Br.ldp, lte1T
tutal_1e Bd • RR Bridge, Italy

17
18
12
17
12
J.2
11
17
7

12
15
12
12
12
1

11
10
U

Total sortie•••••• 220
Brought lol'll'ard... m

Grand Total••••••••971

Total SquadrClll I!1saioDII for IIDDth••18
Total Squadron lliee10D8 brought torw.,J2j

Grand total....143
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J79th BombardmeJrt Squadron

• .. -.

SECTION m. PERSONNEL CHAImS FOR SEPrEl!llEJl 1943.

llAU.. C!WliES

Charles R. Thompson _ Trfd. to 8200 F .Gp

Cpl. JIIlIl/lS R. McDougal - Aegd. • Jd.

Pvt. Fred E. Allen - Trfd. to 310th Gp.
BQ.

4 Sept. 1943

8 Sept. 1943

9 Sept. 1943

10 Sept. 1943

12 Sept. 1943

15 Sept. 1943

lat Lt. Edward G. Betts
let Lt. John C. Kerr
lat Lt. John B. llc01U1an
200 Lt. lIeade L. Ieorrie
200 Lt. Ray B. Lobdell
200 Lt. LuftDCe S. Heath
F/0. Clair J. Clane

let Lt. Edw:l.n R. fanldlf'
" 18 III.

2nd Lt. IUl1&l11 L. Tipton
200 Lt. Robert A. Knodle
200 Lt. Robert S. Negle
S/Sgt. John E. Ilurham
S/Sgt. Richard L. Meddox

Sgt. Charlee R. Miller

- Aagd. " Jd.
• • 8.' ..
• 8.• ••• ••• ••

-Trfd. to 6634 Ord.
Service Co.

-Asgd. 8< Jd.
_ • a a_. ..-. ..-. ..
- . ..

17 Sept. 1943

18 Sept. 1943
19 Sept. 1943
23 Sept. 1943

2nd Lt. HeDl7 L. lIaetroianni - • ••

Prt. EugeIl8 Ii. Hoekstra _ • ••
T/Sgtle i.W. Pettibon 8< ThollllUl Ve1entic-Tr1'd-FllD.
Major Bar1 E. Batten -Trfd to BQ. 47th

Wing.
Mejor l4anf'ord J. Wetzel - Asgd. 8< Jd. _

24 Sept. 1943 II/Sgt. Jack Rile"
M,!Sgt. Maurice Guichard

let Lt. Jack D. Lindh
let Lt. Leo Leeonll:

_. D •

• Trfd. to 3loth Gp.
HQ.

-Trfd. HQ. 12th .\F.-. . . .
26 Sept. 1943

28 Sept. 1943
s/Sgt. Rudy Sekemeetrovich -Trfd. to Pal.

2-.l Lt. Jack K. BrOlfD -bgd. to Jd. !l'0Il
381st Sq.

-1-
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28 Sept. 1943

fflumrrom & ptuXMIil4m?:

1 Sept. 1943

10 Sept. 1943

Capt. James R. Holstead - 'Xri'd, to POll
Capt. LaVerne B, JohnsOD. " • "
1st Lt. Donald C, Biggs _ • " "
let Lt. Wlilard E. Wliven-" " "
'X/Sgt. William B. Etber4dge." " "
'X/Sgt. IeaAc Rousso ."""
S/Sgt. Bel'lllllD E. Keller -II " "

Mt Lt. Donald C, Biggs - Aptd. Sq. lloIIb, &
Camouflage Off.

let Lt. William C, Hugbee~ptd.. !se't, Oper. Off

Botko, Andrew S.
Brooke. VeJ'tlOll B.
Coot, Jamee W.
Scott, James W.

'1'Q BE' SWl 'SmO!Sl1'l!' I

waon, Edwin D.
Barber, Frederick A,
Crocker, David A.
Davis, Edward S.
IIagnus, IDton I.l Jr.
llapes, Jobn J,
PannoDe, Raymond R,
Schwartzman, Alexander
Shields, Joeeph E.

TO BE SEH9fi' Nr :

Awve. Robert J.
Bogge, Charlie H.
Kellner, Joseph A.
IIcII:Ulan, iiitcbell D,
/Jurray, Bernard R,
Salinger, Louis C.
Sanda, lId1rard
Tynan, A:rtbllr N.
Venture, Antonio lJ,
Fitzgerald, Daniel J.
Henricb, James G,
Hudgens, Robert L.
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motWIWj5 &: Vf94NlMENfS' (COlfrlNOED)

llm..

10 Sept. 1943

Bauers , John R.
Bello, Saul
BigUow, Lyle R.
Dina, Anthotlf J.
C01elllllll, Francis J.
Gross, Adolph A.
Wells, Herbert 1.

14 Sept. 194.3

Paulsen, Herbert II.
Carroll, Robert 1.
Binder, Philip

17 Sept. 1943 iVEt l!QUGP'h!: &8'&' m:

Pettibon, Woodrow IV.
Vrabel, Joseph p.
SuDd8t~, Walter I.

TO BI' $M'tf.'NX:

Pa;yne, Leonard T.
Tbomu, Patrick

21 Sept. 1943

Harvey) Arch C.

1st Lt. W11.,."", C. llugbea - Aptd. Sq. Oper.
otr.

1st Lt. Kahn C. Kerr - Aptd. !sa't. Sq. T
Oft.

- Aptd. 2Dd Lt.Flo. Clair J. Clark

2nd 1t. loleadeL. IIoma - Aptd. Aaa't.
Sq. Oper. Off.
(Qmme1'Tl

2nd Lt. George H. Beers "'ptd. !ss't Sq.
Off.~
ldiaGMUarlgati

2nd Lt. ThOlllaa F. COIlWq- Aptd. Asa't. Sq. Ope
Off. (Bomb &: ClIIIOUfl

27 Sept. 194.3

28 Sept. 194.3
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SECTION IV. - !WARM jJlJ) DECmlATIOJll FCIt SEPr. 1943.

'rBOUS J. RITUal. - 2Dd Lt.
IWlIlI L. MOlRDA - S/Sct.
IlIIERI F. BARJIlS -Sgt.
SfUISLllJS eUCH -Sgt.
JOSIHI B. mun -Sgt.
IlllIIEL J. FlTZG!IlAUl-Sgt.

J!lPD' tr mm" (let) !lA! If!! gWWiR ltIr Ill[ J'Ilt !5!F1

mE E. OECHSIB
ROY L. eoIBIWI
JJ.Iol&S R. GRDIII
EDWIII D. ADLSOII

-2Dd Lt.
-S!Sgt.
-S/Sgt.
-a/sgt.

JESSE L. CARPDJ'ER -lilt Lt.
WIIUlN J. SCIlHEIDm-llIt Lt.
JOSIm J. BlWlI 4JId Lt.
IWIJAliII E. BRIDGES -2Dd Lt.
SEIlEDIC'f J. O'I!EAIU. -2Dd Lt.
IAIll'ER J. WII -2Dd Lt,
FIELDI~ r. vsr -2ad Lt,
!IlTlIllR J. BWlI -a/Sgt,
DINO B1rl'CItI -S/Sgt,
BRICI c. DAVIS -S!Sgt.
IU II. EInS -S/Sgt,
UU'1lR r. 1m -s/sgt.
EUlER J, IWlILIi: -s/Sgt.
JOSEHI ... SBIELDS -a/sgt.

RCIlERr R. BLlDES
C!RL F. EWAll, JR.
RICHARD E. FC!Ul
KOlIN B. SCIlNlCI
GEIlALD T. LlTBROP
HE1'IIlY B. KlJHH
LADDIE T. IlILLER
JACISON 1I. PARI
1WlVJ:I W. PENIiEtL
GEOD E, REI!IARD

-2nd Lt.
-2Dd Lt.
~Dd Lt.
~Dd Lt.
~!O.
-s/sgt.
-s/sgt.
-s/sgt.
-a/sgt.
-s/sgt.

-1-
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JACK RUND - s/sgt.
HAROLD J. ALLOOD - stt.
'AJARD cr (j.th) pp; mAl CW$lM mr lllt"PJ'1lTi :

", AWARD CF ()rei) mI UP !iM@ l!E JIlt tm!lAT.. (comINllFJl) I

llICIIARD J. C<llTBELL • s/Sgt.
JBILIP L. POSEY - s/sgt.

)!IRD OF (5th) QIK UtAl gLu$lM ltI mt !iEP'I1

ELLIS A. RUPPEl:
DlVID A. CROCKER

- 2nd Lt.
• s/sgt.

J!lRD tr (6th) !UPS'! CWSX4 lt15 m. 4N"0

RCIlmT V. LILJEGIlEN
DONALD C. BIGGS
CARL L. UGl!R
JAC'; D. BOlD
GERALD E. GOLETTE
JOSEHI P. VRABEL

-1st Lt.
-2nd Lt.
Jf./sgt.
.s/sgt.
.s/sgt.
.s/sgt.

PPP' 'Cf J'lEIi) !I! wr gLU§f¥ rqr JDr UR'Mtl

QlNiQiJi tEmr 111. #')2. lWlAF.

JEliBV cr pmIlfiUlSHUJ mll'lS mrJSSI

~ II September 194.3

-lat Lt.
-1st Lt.
-1st Lt.
Jf./sgt.
-s/sgt.

.s/sgt.
-T/Sgt.

- T/Sgt.
- T/Sgt.
-S/Sgt.
-Cpl. (POOTIlUlJOUSLY)
-1st Lt.

RC!lEIll' 101. BRUNNER
WOODROW W. mTmOIi
RICHARD E. TEEPLE
JOHN S. KOVAR
HOl1ARD J. ROSS

BEm'RAJI J. WSI
IWUlI R. LOGAN JR.
XElINEl'H 101. SCHLASINGER
HENRY H. GHASE
RUDY SEKERllESTROI'ICH

IIERlIA.Il E. !ELLER
WALTER I. SUllDSTRCII
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.. ..
ymv, qqp E. IJJ>- 3lOth Gp. IQ.

WILLWI C. IlUGIIES - lit Lt.

-3-

/MU. 29 Septuber 1943
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