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T S _EVENIS
1 Routine activity,
2 Routine activity.

3 Had a fire in the mess at supper tonight when a gasoline range exploded, Very
1ittle damage done due to the heroic action of Sgt, Wayne H, Romine who single
handedly dragged the flaming unit out in the open, He is being recommended for

-8 Soldlers Wedxl,

5 Members of the air echelon celebrated one year overseas today, Parties were the
order of the day for these men., Seventeen of our planes participated in a mission
over Grazzanise A/D, Italy today, Bad weather made it necessary to bomb the
Satellite #1 imtoad. Slight flak was encountered, 15-20 enemy fighters were seen
but only one attacked, Reports indicate the target was fairly well hit in spite of

Eighteen of our planes went on a mission today and did an oxcallmt'job of bombing
on Capua 4/D in Italy, Dispersed aircraft, hangars, shops, and the landing area
were alllnrdhit Atnenmﬁ@rbers nmmnearthetergeth:tthqtuﬂd

: n ofanr nma went out today &b bomb three bridges at 'Trebisn.oce, Italy.
Reports of the crews indicatoi that t'o and posaibh all three of the bridges

98€ventmof om'phnaa puticiptadinaniuiontothol’o‘tenu Marshalling Yards
in Italy. A good job was done and it is believed that the yards and adjoining in-
stallantions were sevexly damaged. Although no flak was experienced over the target
itself, a good bit of it was encountered on the way in and out from the target., Ng

~Liditere were epcousered Telar.

10 We are contiming to keep very busy, There was znother mission today, this time
over the Castelnuovo road junction, Italyeiwelve of our planes saw action, A good
job was done on the target and the roads leading into the junction were all cut.
Although the flak was nil today, 10-12 ME 109's jumped the formation and came out
on the short end for the formation claimed five of them destroyed as against no

II Redllize activity, -

12 Twelve of our planes went back over Castelmiovo road junction today and repeated their
good work done the day before yesterday, Indications are that Jerry will have to
mlm eanedetoura in his Mmt No eneny fighters were seen but the men did re-

Dmrmmraallypﬂingupthelﬂ.saionsthismuth E.lennofourplnmsnnm
agaln today, this time to bomb a rodd junction at Torres Anmmziata in Italy, Again
the target was hard hit and very probably made unserviceable, Our crews tell us |
that this was an easy one with no ememy fighters and only a few scattered bursis of "i

—dAEE,

14 Reports are that the 5th Army is in a tight spot and we were called on to do our
part in relievikng them on two missions today, The first, in which seventeen of our
planes participated was outstanding, Battipaglia was the target and the job done
by our planes was cutstanding, Our men tell us it was one of the finest bombings they
have ever seen and all unanimously agree the tomn was annighilated., In addition they
saw quite a show, dive bombers attacking our vessels, landing barges landing troeps .
under fire, and artillery duels, 10-12 kE 109's attacked our formation but no gj
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1} demege was done, Flak varied from slight to moderate, In the afternoon seven of ocur
planes went out again to bomb a reperted motor convoy and gun podition near this
morning's target, Failing to locate these targete they succesafully bombed roads
and railroads in the vicinity, Only slight flak was encountered and although a few
eneny fighters were sighted, they spparently weren't in the mood for a fight as no
attacks were made, Celebrating one of our busiest days in experience, we opened our ,
own*officers club tonight and celebrated with some real American whiskey supplied by our
C.0., ¥ajor Batten, The club is quite a success and should give us some place to enjoy
ourselves in the ewenings,

15 Col, Hunter commended all the men on the good job dome at Battipaglia yesterday., It
was no more than they dessrved, However, with the ground situation somewhat relieved
but still serious, we were back a; work again today sending twelve of our planes over
the road junction at Torres Anmmnziata, Iuck wes with us and in addition to plastering
the target we alsc included an enemy motor convoy which was unfortuante emough to be
passing through st the time, No fighters and slight flak were encountered,

1€ Back on the job egain today. This time fifteen of our plames participated in a raid
on road and railroad bridges at Triflisco, Italy, Strings of bombs were seen to hit
both bridges but dust obscured observation as to whether or not any direect hits were
scored, The approachs were also well covered., Crews reported a rough trip with no
fighters but "beaucoups® flak,

17 Our combat crews got a well deserved rest todsy. Nothing else out of the ordinary to

—dERoTt,,

18 Back at work sgain today, twelverof omr planes participated in a mission to Ciampino A/D,
Italy, This time we caught from 30-40 enemy fighters on the A/D and these as well as
the field itself and adjoining shops, bangars, and barracks were all covered by the
bomb pattern, Heavy intense accurate flak plus attacks by several fighters gave the men
an exciting time for awhile btut all of our squadron's planes returned safely. Tonight
we rslmd at a Frennh Girlie shcm amnged hy our graup Special Sarvioe Dfﬁ.cer, Lt.

ahhadporkchnps formppertonight, cmrﬁretaincenlatttho sta.tasamronoyear
ago, This event even overshadowed our mission for the day, a raid over the Caserisaz
road and railroad bridges in which 12 of our planes took part., Afain our planes did
a commendable job, stringing their bombs across both bridges and the approaches as
well, HModerate flak was encountered and although it was reported as accurate, all the

—rianes returped safely,

22 We welcomed our new C,0,, Major M.J, Wetzel today who is replacing Bajor Batten who
has now completed his Piftieth mission and is slated for a little rest back in the
states, Some sort of new record was set when we had fresh meat for the 3rd consecutive
day at supper. Another mission was sent out in which twelve of our planes again tock |
part., This time the target was a bridge and road at Grottaminarda. Crews couldn't
aggoa on tha success of tha uiaaion, some cln:lming the bridge hit and others contra-

23 Aﬁ'-er going all thmugh their br.leﬂ.ng und propa:ring to take-off todaykmission was
cancelled, Norsle was given an uplift when FX rations consisting of cigarettes, cigars,
gun, aoap, nnd undy were issued Ma jor Batten left very unceremoniously today with
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IETE EVENTS

2/, Only one of our planes participated in a mission over Grottaminarda highway bridge

today. Reports indicated the objective was hit with no interference from flak or
rs. The Squadron ground officers had a group photo taken today at the request
of the Public Relations Officer, We all had a glimpas of what our ground forces go
thmugh at a showing of the mévie "Desert Victory," the official picture of the &th
i1

25 Elmn of our planes participated in a raid on the Mignano rcad defile in Italy today.
For the first time in our history, our planes carried four instead of the usual three
1000 pcrund bomba Hesults were only falr with only a few hits scordd on the road.
o 11> ZITUETS TETE ENCUUNCEL S

26 Best part oi‘ the ds,y was spent under an alert for a mission which never materialized,
Our executive officer, Capt, Houk, and several combat crew members returned after

~—EREIOIE 3 yeck gl Ot cunm,

27 Threatening wekbher cancelled today's mission and mozt of the persommel were busy

ditching tents and staking down side ﬂaps, heretofore umised at this hase. Armament
, Fie

'.[‘oday brough us a rainatorm and the i‘irst raal Tain we've had sinca last May. In
spite of being forewarned some men still weren't prepared and wet cldthes and bedding
were their reward. Lt. Devlin repeated his lecture on small arms to our officers,
A!'ter apirlted vot:tng, the Squadron Insign.ta deaigned by Corporal Jeaa Ifeinstein

2

29 Back in ope:ratlon again tod deapite a m;.dd:r fiald Ten of ourpla..es participated
in a mission to bomb bridge approache near Castelvenere, Italy, In spite of moderate
accurate flak, the bombing was successful with many hits reported on the objective,

30 Pay day today with the usual uplift of morale, Rumors are flying thick and fast
because this time we were paid in American gold seal money, We ended up this busy
mofith with our 18th mission in which twelve of our planes took part, A road and
railroad bridge was on the receiving end this time and the consensus of opinion was
that it receiwed’ direct hits, Fighters were seen but no attacks were emcountered.
Flak was the biggest headache, being very accurate emen though only of moderate intensi

=
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e i HISTORY
B79TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON
SECTION II,..Operations for September 1943.

IEE: IARGET: o, TIANES:
Sept. 5 Grazzanise 4/D, Italy 17
Sept, 6 Capua L/G, Ttaly 18
Sept, 8 Trebisacce RR & Rd Bridges, Italy 12
Sept. 9 Potenza M/Yds,Italy 17
Sept, 10 Road Jmmetionast Castelmwova, Italy 12
Sept, 12 Road Junction at Castelmova,Iltaly 12
Sept. 13 Road Junction at Torres Anmniziata,ltaly 11
Sept, 14 Battipaglia, Italy 17
Sept. 14 /T Comvoy & gun emplace,, ITtaly 7
Sept. 15 Road Junction at Torres Anmunglata, Italy 12
Sept. 16 Triflisco Rd & RR Bridges, Italy 15
Sept, 18 Ciampino 4/D, Italy 12
Sept. 21 Caseriaz Rd & RR Bridges, Italy 12
Sept, 22 Grottaminarda Bridges, Italy 12
Sept. 24 RJ & Bridge at Maddoloni,Italy 1
Sept, 25 Mignano Road Defile, Italy 11
Sept., 29 Amorosi Rd Bridge, Italy 10
Sept, 30 Gastelvenere Rd & RR Bridge, Italy iz

Total sorties..... 220
Brought Forward,.. 751

Glm Totll...--.onqn-

Total Squadron Missions for month,.18
Total Squadron Missions brought forwo.]25

Grand total....l43

L A
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379th Bombardment Squadron
SECTION III, PERSONNEL CHANGES FOR SEPTEMBER 19Z3.
DATE CHANGES
1st It, John C, Kerr - ® bRt
lst It, John B, McClallan - " ® B
2nd 1t, Meade L, Vorris - R e M
o 2nd Lt, Ray B, Lobdell - " by
2nd It, lewrence S, Heath - n L
F/0,  Clair J, Clark o B RSN
8 Sept, 1943 Pfo, Charles R, Thompson = Trfd, to 82nd F.Gp
9 Sept. 1943 Cpl. James R, MeDougal - Asgd, & Jd,
10 Sept, 1943 Pvt, Fred E, 4llen - Trfd. to 310th Gp.
HQ.
12 Sept, 1943 lst Lt, Edwin R, Yarndly
| & 18 EM. =Trfd, to 6634 Ord.
Service Co,
15 Sept., 1943 2nd Lt, Williem L, Tipton  -Asgd. & Jd.
2nd It, Robert A, Enodle - =
2nd Lt, Robert S, Negle - Ll
S/Sgt. John E, Durham -% ® n
S/Sgt. Richard L, Maddox =% = ®
Sgt, Charles R, Miller - Ll
17 Sept. 1943 2nd It, Hemry L, Mastroianni - oL
18 Sept, 1943 « Eugone N, Hoekstra -0 woLn
19 Sept, 1943 T/Sgb's W.W. Pettibon & Thomss Valentic-Trfd-FOD,
23 Sept. 1943 Major Earl E, Batten ~Trfd to HQ, 47th
Wiing,
Major Manford J, Wetzel =~ Asgd, & Jd, -
2/, Sept, 1943 M/Sgt. Jack Riley - " nn
M/Sgt. Maurice Guichard - Trfd, to 310th Gp,
HQ.
1st It, Jack D, Lindh =Irfd, HQ, 12th AF,
1st It, Leo lLesonik - n LA
26 Sept, 1943 8/3gt, Eudy Sekermestrovich -Trfd, to POD,
28 Sept. 1943 2nd It, Jack K. Brown -Asgd, & Jd, from
381st Sq.
-1-
1Y
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SHARES

28 Sept. 1943

Capt, James R, Holstead

Capt, LaVerne B, Johnsom - ® .
lst It, Donald C, Biggs - ™ "
1st It, Willard E, Wilvert- " © B
T/Sgt. Willian H, Etherddge-* ® ®
T/Sgt. Iseac Rousso oom o
S/sgt. Herman E, Kellep " ® 0

= Trfd, to POD

FEDNOITORS & AFFODNIESNTS:
DATE
1 Sept. 1943

10 Sept, 1943

lst Lt, Donald C, Biggs - Aptd, Sq. Bomb, &
Camouflage Off,
lst Lt, William C, Hughes-Aptd. Ass't, Oper, ofr

IU BE TECHNICAL SERGELNT$

Botko, Andrew S,
Brooks, Vernon H,
Cook, James W,
Scott, James W,

ZUEE STHEFT SERGEATT :

Axelson, Edwin D,

Barber, Frederick A,

Crocker, Bavid A,

Devis, Edward 8,

Magmis, Milton M Jr,

Mapes, John J,

Pannone, Raymond R,

Schwartzman, Alexander

Shields, Joseph E, A

20 BE SERGEANT :

Awve, Robert J,
Boggs, Charlie H,
Eellner, Joseph A,
Mclillan, Mitchell D,
Murray, Bernard R.
Salinger, Louis C,
Sanda, Edward

Tynan, Arthyjr N,
Ventura, Antonio M,
Fitzgerald, Daniel J,
Henrich, James G,

Budgens, Robert L,

2=

B

oy r';‘!

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958




« - i -
,
- ¥ .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

FEDBQTIONS & AFFULNTMENIS:
DATE.
10 Sept. 1943

14 Sept. 1943

17 Sept, 1943

21 Sept. 1943

27 Sept. 1943
28 Sept. 1943

. ) -

(CONTINUED)

Bauers, John R,
Bello, Saul
Bigalow, Lyle R,
Dina, Anthony J,
Coleman, Francis J,
Gross, Adolph A,
Wells, Herbert L.

TO BE PRIVETE FIRST ULASS:
Paulsen, Herbert M,

Carrcll, Robert L,
Binder, Fhilip

T EE TECHNICAL SFRCGEAN:
Pettibon, Woodrow W,

Vrabel, Joseph P,
Sundstrom, Walter I,

10 EE SEAGEENL:

Payne, Leonard T,
Thomas, Pabrick

TU BE CURFUREL:
Harveyg Arch G,

1lst Lt, WilTres C, Hughes - Aptd, Sg, Oper,
off,

F/0., Clair J, Clark
2nd Lt, NeadeL. Morris

2nd It, George H, Beers

- Aptd, 2nd Lt,

- Aptd, Ass't.
Sq, Oper, Off,
(Gunnery)

-Aptd, Ass't Sq, Opej

off,

vigati
2nd Lt, Thomas F. Conway- Aptd. Ass't. Sq. Opgg
off. (Bomb & Camoufl

1st Lt, Hohn C, Kerr - Aptd, Ass't, Sq. Trainig
0ff,

LW
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379th Bombardment Squadron

SECTION IV, = AWARDS AND DECORATIONS FOR SEPT, 1943.
UENRAT GRDER NO. #4-BQ. 12th Bowb, Cond, DAZE. 2 Septamber 1943

ZNARD UF ZIR FWEDAL:

THOMAS J. HALLAHAN = 2nd 1t,
HARRY L. MCARDEE - S/Sgt.
DMERE F. BARNES  =Sgt.
STANISLAUS CIACH  =3gt.

JOSEFH H. KELLNER -Sgt.
DANIEL J., FITZGERALD=-Sgt.

KD OF FIEGT (1st)

ALBERT E, CECHSLE
ROY L, COLEMAN
JAMES R, GRIMM
EDWIN D, AXELSON

JESSE L. CARPENTER ~lst Lt,
WILLIAM J. SCHNEIDER-1st It,
JOSEFH J. BRADY «2nd It,
BENJAMIN E, BRIDGES =2nd Lt,
BENEDICT J, O'MEARA =2nd Lt,
WALTER J. RATH ~2nd 1t,
FIELDING F. WEST  -2nd It,
ARTHUR J. BARNY -8/Sgt.

DINO BUTORI -5/Sgt.
BRICE C, DAVIS -S/Sgt.
KEN M, EIVES -3/Sgt.
WALTER F, FITT =3/Sgt.

ELMER J, MARKLE -3/Sgt.
JOSEFH B. SEIELDS -S/Sgt.

UKD OF THIRD (3rd) T

ROBERT R, BLADES  -2nd It,
CARL F, EWAN, JR, =-2nd Lt,
RICHARD E. FORD -2nd Lt,
BOHN H. SCHMNACK -2nd Lt,
GERALD T, IATHROP -F/0.
HENRY H, KUHN =5/Sgt.
IADDIE T, MILLER  «3/3gt,
JACKSON W, PARK ~5/3gt.
HARVEY W. FEINELL -8/Sgt.
GEORGE E, REMARD  -S/Sgt.
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JACK RUMND - 8/sgt,
HAROLD J. ALLORD ~ Sgt.

AJARD GF 4th) DEK TS

RICHARD J. CORTHELL = 8/Sgt.
PHILIP L. POSEY

AWERD OF (5th) DR

ELLIS A, RUPFELT - 2nd It.

DAVID A, CROCKER - 8/5gt.

IWRED OF (6th) UEK LEAF CLUSTTE FUE ZIF FEDELY
ROBERT V., LILJEGREN ~lst Lt,

DONALD C, BIGGS -2nd It,

CARL L. YAGER ~T/Sgt.

JACK D, BOYD -8/Sgt.

GERALD E, GULETTE -3/Sgt.

JOSEPH P. VRAEEL -3/5gt.

HERMAN E, KELLER -S/8gt.
WALTER I. SUNDSTROM <T/Sgt,
AMEED-OF (8th) TEE LEAR

BERTRAN J, LEASK -1st Lt.
HAREY R, LOGAN JR, =18t Lt,
EENNETH M, SCHLASINGER -lst Lt,
HENRY H. CHASE - /3gt.

RUDY SEKERMESTROVICH  -S/Sgt.

ROBERT M. ERUNNER - T/Sgt.
WOODROW W, PETTIBON -~ T/Sgt,
RICHARD E, TEEPLE -5/Sgt.
JOHN S, KOVAR ~0pl, (POSTHUMOUSLY)
BOWARD J. ROSS =18t 1,
2=
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