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70 : Headquarters, 310th Bombardment Groun (M), e

The Rear Air Echelon from England, demarted Hardwick with 25 0fficers
and 110 EM under the command of 1st It, F, J, Cole,

This echelon left Bardwich by motor tramsvort to Diss on the 2ith of
November 19/2; from Diss to liverpool by train, arriving same day, A%
Liverpool boarded troop transvort, H.M.S, Derbvshire, on the night of
November 24th, And thus eviminated an extremely eventfu) day--or shon'd
we say fowr days, for it wasn't mtil the morning of the 28th of Wovember
that the convoy was ready to move, So started the detachments second

oceanic voyage.

The trip was notable for the inadequate quarters and more inadeqmate
food which fell to the lot of the EN, Numbeous attemvts to immrove the
situation were completely ineffectmal, The gastronemic situation reached
an wnhapyy climax one night during prarticularly high-seas,

Other than an occasional depth charge and a man overhoard, on one of
the other troop transports, from the landlubber's eves the journey was
without excitement, wntil we entered the Straits of Gibraltar,

On the evening of the fourth 6f December we were treated with the sight
of a lighted city ofor the first time in four months, Tanziers and Tater
Cueta were the marvells we beheld, The larger part of the convoy eontimmed

onward, while the H.¥.S. Derbyshire anl a few others dropred anchor in the
harbor of Gibtraltar, One ship waa revorted rammed that evenine, in any

case the morningrevealed that one of the transmorts had ita' bow stove in,

Tate in the afternoon of the fifth, the Wonarch of Bermmda and WYM,S/
Derbyshire left the harbor with the escort of three British Destroyers,
The next dawn found us near the African cost and soon the harbor at Oran
came into view, We were safely moored against the dock at the French
Naval Harbor of so much historie note, Mers F1 Kebir, That afternoon the
detachment disembarked and proceeded by truck to the Ex-French Naval Air-

bese, twenty miles inland, Tafaroui, Sid1*Bel-Abbes, the famed and eolor- oo’
ful headquarters of the old French Foreign Tegion of almost mythiecal vro- =,
portions, was but ten miles to the south. 2
(&5

(¥4

w

w

o ALRPC T

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



#

- ! - -
. E - i WP
- -j - [

-

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

Ay 15 7 Ty _;', it
GONFIDENTIAL
Tafaroul will always hold a spot in the minds of all, for the quality

of the comforts it provided., The full potentialities of mmnd were emphat-
ically impressed on the personel of the detachment, "Spam" rapidly fell
from the top of the hit parade, What was perhaps more remarkable was the
assigmment of a M/Sgt., of years service, to woblk picking up cigarette
butts in a Serviee Group's area. The powers of prevention of a Second
Lieutenant is practically nil.

At periodic intervals a few planes of the Group would pass through.
was Colonel Hunter, Commanding Officer of the Group. 1lst Lt,
F. J. Cole, Commanding Officer of the detachment, left for Telergma on the
18th of December by air transport. He left Lt., E.C. Knight, of our Squadron
in command,

Sgts P.S, Hreinson, P, Dillehay, G. Maddox and H, F, Matousek left with
It. Fisher, of Group, for Telergma by C-47., Lts, Nadeau and Reed, who
were attached to the sgwadron for transportation, rejoined their respectiwvd
organizations at Tafaroul, It, E,P. Mechan left with Major Bower
Commanding Officer of 428th Bemb Sq., in & B-25 for Bertesux. S/3gt
W.B. Krug, on January 12th gashed his leg with knife whiel opening can,
He received immediate medieal attention from dispensary at Taferomi Adr Base,

Shortly after midnight on Jamuary 13th, the detachment proceeded to the
railhead at Arbal by motor transport., By 6:30 AM we were entrained and om
our way. The "Quarante-Huit's", once again became associated with Americam
troop movements. However, I'm certain they left no sentimental nostalgia
in the minds of our men. Sgt. M/P, Kmox, on Jamuary 14th, suffered a leg
burn when a makeshift heating arrangement exploded in the mess flatecar.

Other than an alert, the evening of the 1ifh, the trip was happily wm-
eventful, The train arrived at Telergma, early in the afterncom of the
15th. We then proceeded to Berteaux by motor transport in sufficient time,
to set up our pup~tents by nightfall,

Attached is roster of persomel who comprised this detachment,
EDWARD P, MEEHAN,

2nd It., A.C.
Ase't Sq. Intel. Dfficer.
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