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379th Boaabardment Sqnadron

A.P.O. 520

2  . Jamtary   4  3

SUB TDCT: Ai at arT of Rear Ai r Eohe l on . .
1 V :

'

_  
ti r

 
 Aeadqvartere, 31ath Bm bardment Qrane (Ml.

The Rear /li r Ecbe l on f rom Engl and, dem rt ed Aarc2wi ck wi t h 25 O  i cer e
and 110 8K tmder t he com®and of l s t Lt . 1  . J . Col e .

Thi s eche l on l e i 't   ei,r d  i c  by   ot or t rananor t t o Di s a on t ha 24t r ef
Aoveaber 1942; !'roa Dias to Liverpool b  train, arrivinR sa e daT, A+
Lirerpool boardsd troop tranaoort, A.M.S, Dertyvehfre, on the ni ht of
Aove  ber 2  t h. And t hoe e  l ni t at ed an e   r eleel T eaent t4   dav+-- er ehcm 

.
d

 re saT f attr de ,7a , f or i t   sen' t tmt i l the marni e  of t he 2E3t h oP Rove  ber
t hat t he convoy wae r eady t o  eove . 3o st art.ec  t he det ach  ent e se cond
oceani c . +aya  e .

The t r i p waa not abl e f or t he i nadeqnat e quar t era and n+crrs i t  rleqrrat e
f ood whi ch f e l l t o t he l ot of t he E  1, fi   eti eoue at t e ro t a t o i wn r ow+e t be
s i t uat i on  wr e ooapl et el y i net f s ot ti al , The qaet,r one ei c ai t v at i   t reached
an m hapu,f cl i ma c one ni ght dm•i n;c rar t i cnl arl   Ai   h- eae  .

Ot he r t han an ocaaei onal depth char   s aed a ae  ovenc   nrc  , on   ne of
t he ot hsr t r oop t r anevort a , f rom t be l andl nbher ' a ew+ee t he   ota neT wae
wi t ho4 t e:oei t emeat , 1mt i 1   e ent ered t he 3t rai t e of Gi bra_

l t er .
On t he sveni ng of t he f om t h 6f De cemt er we were    r eat ed wtt r +he ai   ht

of a l i   ht ed ci t y ofor t he f i r et t i me i n f e ar   !ont hs . Taoai ere asx    a; er
Cust a   er e t he mar v+el l e  re behel d. The l ar   +er   ar t o  ' t he cenvc . cent i mied
onnard,  rhi l e t hs H.   . S . Derbyehjr e anrl a f ew ot her e dr otmed anc +ar tn t }+e
har bor of Gi br al t ar . One shi p wae r enor t ed r arm+ed t hat e ne+nf n  , i n am 
c ase t he morni r  r eveal ed t hat one of t he t ranar or t,a  +dc  i t s • bo r et.ere f n .

hett e i n t he at'ternoon of t he f i f t h , t he Mon  h ef Ber  rade and T  3  
Derbyeh3re lei't the harbor witb tbe sacvrt of tl +ree Britieh DeatrcYvere.
?hs aeut daw a f otmd ve near t he At  i can eost and so  n t ba  +erbc r dt (h•an
  as e i n+,o vi ew, 11e e"er s es.!'el y eloor ed a tai net t he dock at t he Freaeh
l aral Harbor of ao ernch hi at or i c not e , Mer e h1 l ebi r . That n  er nnen t he
det aahment di aeg+barked a  naroeeeded by t r nck t o t he S c- FSr ench ! a4a'!. Ai r -
baae, tweaty ailes inlana, Ta aroai. Sidi*Bel-Abhea, the fdr+ed and co .er- _-f u1. hesdqnar t ere of t he ol d hi*eneh Fore i  ra LeRi on of   1  ost r±ythi cal trro-
port i one , wae b ut t en  ni l e e t o t he eovt h . '
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  . Tafaraai Rill.alws s hold a spot ia the minds ot all, tor the qn.litl

oi the aontorte it pc ovided. The i l.l potentialities ot 'od  rere e®phat-
i oal l y iap a eaeed on t he per aonel ot t he det achme act . "Speu " rapidl T t e l l
trom the top of the hit parade. llhat eas perhape more remnrkab l.e was the
ae s i g  snt ot a 1 / 3gt . , ot   +ear s ssr vi ce , t o wd  pi cki ng up ci gar et t e
btitte iu a Service Croupte area. The po era of prevention of a 3eooad
Lsentenent ie practieally nil.

lt periodio fnterval8 a tew planes ot the (iroup  ro nhd paaa through.L a ngst wae Col onel Hant er , Comme ndi ng Of t i aer ot t he Crro txp. l s t Lt .F. J. Cole, Co  anding Oiticer of the detachaent, lett tar Telerges oa tbs
16th ot Deoem beac bp air traasptirt. He lett Lt. E.C. $aight, oP our 3qnadreel
in co maad.

Sgta P.3. Hreineon, P. Dillehe , 6. Yeddoz eind H. F. llatoneek lstt with
Lt. Fiaher, ot Cronp, tor Telergaa by C•l,7. Lts. Radean and Reea  who
.er. attached to the sgasdroEa tor traneportation, re oined the3r respaati.i
or gani aat i ona at Tat er oui . Lt . E. P. I eehan l et 't  ri t h Ye   or Bo  er
Cosaee  di ag Ot t i cer ot 428t h Bos b 3q. , i n a B-25 f ar 8ert eanz . 3 

gt
H. B. Hr og  oes JatYae t y 12t h gas hei hi s l eg r i t h hai f . *hi el opsni ng can.He reosirsd iamed3.ate med3eal attention t'ron diepenaary at Tafaraai lir Bdee,

9 art],y aPtsr m3dnight on Jaacoary 13th, the detaobment prooeeded to tbs
railhead at Arbal b  motor transport. Bq 6:30 AIIwe were eirtraiaed sad oa
oar wa  . Tl e eQuar e t t e- Hnl t   s "  oooe agai a beoar e s s eoci at sd  ri t h l   er i oan
troop na.emeata. Ho ever, I t certain tiel lef't no aentimental noetalgia
i n t he ai nds ot oar i en. 3gt . 14/ P

,   wz , on Jarn  ary ]..l+t h, saf t er ed a l s g
bnrn when a oakeehii't hsating arrangeaent exploded in the ms s tlat-oar.

Ot her t han an al er t , t he eveni ng of t he 14  h  t he t M p . as happi l y 1m-
svent tt l . The t r ai a a .  r i Ted at Tel sr gs a  ear l ,T i n t he a!'ter noon ot t he
15th. lle then proceeded to Berteavz by motoar trausport in suftioient tis .to set np ot  pap-tents by nighttall,

---- 0(----

lttaohed is roster ot peraonel .ho cosprised this detacbraent.

BDAAHD P. 1  HAlf,2nd Lt., 1.C.A.ett Sq. 7nts1. Ctficer.
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