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IlEADQI.TAlmms

379f;h Bombardment Squadron

A cadre formed during March, 1942 W!LS the nUcleua of the 310l;h
Bombardment Group and its four squadrons, namely, the 379th , 38oth, 381pt
and 428th. The 379th Squadron was activated on the First of April, 1942
at Jackson, Mississippi 'wder bI'" COllllllalld of Lt. Polk, the 31Dth Group having
been put under the COll"mnd of oloenl Garrison. Within a short tillle, around
the middle of April, 1942, the Squadron moved by truck to weridrpl, . isBi2Pi
Lt. Polk was relieved of his C~1JlSnd and rellJ8.ined at Jackson. 1

At Meridian a nel' ofi'icer took over the cOlJllllalld of the dI'I •
the enlisted personnel received basic military training consisting of infantry
drill, etc.

At the beginning of June, 1942, the Squadron was again moved, this time
by train, to Columbi., South Carolina, wbere it was COJJr!lellded successively by
2nd Lt. J.immie Struf;hers, 1st It. A. VI. White, and finally its present Squadr<m
Commander, Captain Travis Hoover. Captain Hoover was one of the i'l;yers "ho
accompanied General Doolittle in his rallied Tokio bollbing raid. Captain floover
nol'{ "ears the DSC as a result of his participation in this mission.

The l:quadron received its first planes, seven B-25's at Columbia, and
its flying officers received their first phase flying training at this time.

On August 14, 1942, the air and ground echeltms of the 379th lDOved
by truck to lalterboro, South Carolina, and on the following day the Flight
Echelon followed by paIne to start OIl their second phase training. Two "eeks
later, namely, August 28, 1942, the Air ERbelon moved Otlt of Walterboro by
train to the staging area at Fort Dix, New Jersey, pre]1lU'atory to leavlllg tier
overseas duty. 1st Lt. Rupe,.t A. Nock was appointed acting ColllllllUJding Officer
of the 379th Air Echelon, which ])Osition is still held by hill at the present
time.

The activity at Fort Dix consisted namely in properly equipping the
officers ani men for overseas duty. This 1'100 accomplished 1rithin a short time
and the Squadron moved out of Fort Dix by train on the night of Bepeember 4,
1942 arriving at New York City the follo1ring morning ..here the transport

"The Queen r.laryn was illlmediately boarded. The ship embarked at approxilll!ltely
3'00 P.M. the same aft~on. After 6 days of weaving and twisting "the ship
arrived sai'ely at Gour'lck, Scotland on Friday, September 11, 1942, but the
379th Did not disembark until the following "lloniing, Saturday, september 12,
1942.

Upon disembarkation, a train _s immediately bOarded. The train arrived
at Hsrleston, England early the following IOOrning from whence the remaining
fe.. miles to the present base at R.A.F. Station. Hl.rd"ick were traveled by ': .
truck. n
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Th~-;" officers of the 3?9th i>q adron who accompanied the unit to

England are I

1st Lt. Rupert A. Nock
1st U;. Willi.am R. Ilaloney
2nd U;. Ellsvlorth C. Knight, Jr.
2nd Lt. flobert V. Liljegren
2nd U;. William H. N'eubauer,
2nd it. Donald I. Smith
2nd U;. ffarvey A. Doss
2nd Lt. \Villard E. Wilvm
2nd U;. Frank E. GeoCl<a1
2nd U;. Edward P. Meehan
2nd U;. Wiley D. Hartley

Because of the fact that none of the Squadron recorda accompanied the Air
Echelon on this trip, tfu information contained in this history"..s secured
from the various members of ,the unit, an:} consquentl;r this accounts for the
fact that certain dates are not given e:xactly to the day, nor are the full
names of sOIllB of the CollllJlllllding Officers contained herein.

HAltVEY A. DOSS,
2nd U;., Air Corps,
001lllll&lld.ing
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3lal'H lBA1W! '? CROUP
3'7'fl.h Bolllb~"nt S~dn

Telergma, Ugeri~

S .TECT t Squadron History.

TO, I!dq., 310th Eombllrdment Group (.). •

• The activat on of this squadron tool, place et Jnc' son Army All' 1'Iase,
Jackson, !Jiss., when u cadre of 'Z' aI"!'iveci 1'1'01:1 the 22d Bombardl'lfJllt
Group em lle.rch B, 91,2. This nucleus departsd Jackson on the 6th 0: .pril
liIld err ved at !':"y Field, eriti",,-, . S8., on the Dllm6 date. On I,lay 11th
tbe squadron departed 1:ey Field for C urn a Army Air Base, a.""!'iving there
on I'ay 12 with 90 • '.

Departure frOtl C.A•••• for ~alterboro Arm:' • ir Bas was made 6n
detachments. Five men on August 5, 25 men on August 11 and l'I6n on
Au,,"Ust 12. The remainder left on August 14. Several officers and El,
joined the orgenizat on "t Walterhoro.

Tbl< aecomt phase of a.T.rr. was oO"Plated on .uiCl1st 6, lCl42•

Tho squadron '1m 6.larted for Qverseas duty at ·.J:terboro und t':( },j.r
-chdon wit'1 )2 officerc and ' epsrted the Base for Ft. Di" on Aueust
2S command o~ 1st Lieut. look. ::'hec o.rrived at Db< on AlJl!US"t 29.
De mure from Pi;. D for the P. • • 'lmS mndo on ~,,:,t bel' 4 a 'lew or
Tb~s [TOU. ~mba.rked at 7 A.r • on +hc ~lleen 'ary and sailed a MOC \our~.
Port s mode at renoch, Scot' 6.'lG on the 11th of 3eptcmber W1C on
Se;,tcmber 12 l'roeccf!ed by train to Ear~eston, Englan ~ . cnce b;r motor
conv". to the R.A.F. 5tdion I4t Ha=dwio t. G1':mp and $1,l£Idron h.,ad1'1E..:ter~
wer'i' Ret up n ct ·t. 8S at&.rtc-d p~' :ll;"lltor:l to t 19 a!Tir....l oJ" ·'.he f1 ...' t

eohelon.

•
Lieut.

on July 25.
to, ac'ing commanding officer, was replaced by Capt. iloov~r

TI,e fiigl.t echelon depart m e.lt2rhoro ith 30 ofricer~ Ill]d ''T _. r,,1'
esto r Field, l:aoo., on Septem r 6 lWd 7. Twn planes '7'31'e 1'I1'eo oed shortl;,

afLer tal:e-off at ?rrs{uc Isle, J~e on Sept"m a1' 22 ~psult g in th c()n~lete
lo-ss of eea£; ,l~ flS and Cl"E:we. ?~reoTlr'el on +f,.,e Sf' sh1..XJ we~e:.

2d ffilt... 1. DroculB.
2d Lieut. Jwnes • G~och,r

S!<;et Joee. l:artin()
~!~~ . -~,
~ ,:)~'" ~l. • :...l..l.

3/D~", :m. ncb

1
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S!Sgt Geor" Si1'1lllOns
s/sl.'t Lv >Tenc/' 0 ir.~on

20 Lieut. John F. -. taon
2d Ueut. John '. F ves, Jr.
S/Sgt ~t"eVl? Delsno
S/Sgt J~.l'lee A. Rna
s!sgt Ric!'.£U'd K. Rindle
s/sgt Eut;ene J. Crozier
Sgt Frederi 11."" ot.+AJrn.

lCljor HOOveT arrivod in HaI'.ilYic]·, England 1ith sevl'lT'1 ,lanes and crells
on October 13. FrOlll t is dltt to 10 l;"r:<.l conbat tr" took 1 ace •

On October 19,C/42 the s-:tUlldr,m e:<perioncod ita first bomb; ng wben
one Ju €S German l\l6<lium bomber n"", ovur the Hardwick Field at 5'3 feet und
dropped four 500 IfF bombs within 100 leet of +.he 9']uadron flieJ:1t huildings.
There 'ere no oasualtips, but savard , d J1gll werc damaGed.

Of~icers..nd 'of the 379tb ~ron sted on the first priority
left H•.\,l.1 • an Il0vembel' 5 and proceeded to tb<. stagin,; '1l'sa at Tocle'l,
Englwd by train. On the night of No' ember 14 this ooi+ '''is sent +0 !'urn
y motol' coovoy wus flown to Cazes Airport, Casablonc:e., Africa, On

llovemb r 15 in C-47'9 (transport pllUles). 10 mishaps. On November IS, the
n,J':lt priority of the air ohelon Id''o Cazes for 'Pdiouna A.A ..... .lIld on the
nerl d"Y the ound .cheJ on !'rom the states 01 sem arlo'ed and joinEd tbe air
ecbelon at I.ediouna, Africa.

Tbe ground echelon, Li"llt. Georee 30uk c manding, de:-Airted '1"ltc!horo
at 040 hO'JI'G on Septelll er S nd err ve<l at Greenville, S. C., .septcmbor
lEI t 1300 hO·J1'a •

cr Day died of a,,-nd'citis a-; Camp Croft Hos;>:hl on Sept.n er 26.

Th 5 unit ~epartEd Greenville for Ft·, Di~, . J., on Oc f) er 17 and
arrived t~b~e on the r.e.xt dt.;'. On Novp '1ber I, they ~aft Div ~()r the F.O;E.
at NeY' Yorl City, embar'dl\l: on th.. T.S, ,.rr.v nrnn'""rt "l:c!ndrew" a' 1830
bours ~'ld sillinG at 0250 lOUTS on ·lo'l'Gmber 2. ThE)' arr ',ed at Cnsabl ca,
Afr' ca on Novmr.ber 19 eon,;' joined -',e Ilir ecbeloll at 'lc.aiO".mB on the "l"? dcte.

The second orltl' of the air c~£1ol' ,rom lligl::.,'\d, cons;.st g of
Lie 't. Doss and 6 .,~, arT ved n O!"c.n, A...<'rica 07' ~ve"b r 19::nd 0 ned t,be
., go.n zation at .:Uouna on CVC'llIber ?-4. T"-" nl1r eche] on froD t~, 5tatc£
and thE> last eleme!tto !'rom Engle.'1d have not "ejoined t.he s. on at the:
dat,e of th a lI"t 1:.

00 rovember 21' Filots Holstead, Bisl'>d>ll, AllGn and 'Connell took of'
witb thoir crews fr"" Cazes to report for combat dntieo in Al;;eria under
orders of Clonel 'onyhan, 5th ing, A.S.C.
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Operating from Maison mancl:e the 4 planes of the 3?9t.h already in
Algeria took part in the follodng mi~siout over enelllj' terr to:y in
Tunisia.

1. Dec. 2--Target at Gabe",. AU sM 8 participe.ted.
2. Dec. 5-- :;me. Biohop:md crew reported shot down, con-

l' I'm,,"! December 8. 'eported as mios nl! as ;>lane was
not seen to craoY UPI

Lieut. Bishop
Iicut. 01 f!Ult
s/Set larch
s/ got l' ers

J. Dec.U-- dll" at La "'!encho.. 1 g? _1='t cipated; plots
illen "nd Ho stead.

4. Dec.B--Solisse. Three 01 '8 participated. O'Connel crc-an
landed ear ill. Kollif. 10 casualties.

emain n two planes were ~et. c', T'"lergma A.A.£. a.TlU from ',ere rm-t c pd..:t
in t,~ 1'oUo, 'u l' ds:

5. Dcc.15--Tun:l.3. illen and H'.Il:rtead ,>Uotll. c:'urned back.
~. Dec.16--P~trol b· teen Sicily andEizerte.
7. Dl'c.17--3ousse. lIt-n.md 0 rle nots. S s ::-et\ll ro,

no msualtiss.

Thllse opwatlons tnoJ~ place undor thc ~oction of tho Jl9th BO'lloordl'1c·t
Group hil t' e orec.niZlltion '!lS till ct ~:od1oUllc nnd Cazes.

On D~cem cr 0 the 379t.h Sluarlro'\ reported to Cczes under the :J.r
S~ C<l CornlJ!!l'ld 1'o~ 1 00011 oil '-m at S di arouf side of Cazes. The
Sq1J.sdrm left b vausc area on Deeee er 15 and oarded t "for' -ar ll.,
arriving at Tel "'lllll on Dece -1' 21. Yallor Hoover reja ad the erg 0."t1oo
on Dec~mbcr 29 end assumed cOM:.nd of hio orr;' za·ion •

On December 30 : _lot. !lo:stead c."ld. crew .""""tio1. ted in n snon over
Sf"" ill sldp" of the group r.-t,'trned safe :n there ,.""e no C&suWt as.

~;
Duc to the 103s of records i transporting the ground echelon

overseas datos in this hieto17 MI.'sic be conoid od co cp!iroximtc. Unt IS:
'1 it" of +. 5G.llc.C.ron have bean 1'£ mjted it.fill e impo3sible to _:vo
an accn...trat El.CC01JI11.. of all events.

~~~~
1st Lieut., ~ Corps,
Z«dn , Intel' it: nce Officer.
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