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- HEADQUARTERS
379th Bombardment Squadron

HISTORY

& cadre formed during March, 1942 was the nucleus of the 2310th
Bombardment CGroup and its four squadrons, namely, the 379th , 380th, 381st
and 4285h, The 379%h Squadron was activated on the Firgt of A pril, 1942
at Jackson, Mississippi nnder fhe command of ILt. Polk, the 310th Group having
been put under the command of oloenl Garrison. Within a short time, around
the middle of April, 1942, the Squadron moved by truck to “eridem, hﬁagisqigpi
Lts Polk was relieved of his command and remained at Jackson. !‘7 g BR

C ~1~’ 4
Ab leridian & new officer took over the command of the (ﬂ'chﬁll‘“u
the enlisted personnel received basic military training consisting of infantry
d!‘ill, etc, /

At the beginning of Jime, 1942, the Squadron was agein moved, this time
by train, to Columbiz, South Carolina, where it was commended successively by
2nd Ib. Jimmie Struthers, 1lst It. A. W, White, and finally its present Squadron
Commender, Captain Travis Hoover, Captain Hoover was one of the flyers who
accompanied General Doolittle in his famed Tokio bombing raid. Captain Hoover
now weers the DSC as a result of his participation in this mission,

The Squadron received ibs first planes, seven B-25s at Colurbia, and
its flying officers received their first phase flying training at this time.

On fugust 14, 1942, the air and ground echeldns of the 379th moved
by truck to Welberboro, South Carolina, and on the following day the Flight
Echelon followed by palne to start on their second phase training, Two weeks
later, namely, August 28, 1942, the Air Emzhelon moved out of Walterboro by
train to the staging area at Fort Dix, New Jersey, preparatory to leaving Sar
overseas duty. 1lst It, Rupert A, Nock was appointed acting Commanding Officer
of the 379th Air Echelon, which position is still held by him st the present
time.

The activity at Fort Dix consisted namely in properly equipping the
officers and men for overseas duty. This was accomplished within a short time
and the Squadron moved out of Fort Dix by train on the night of September by

1942 arriving at New York City the following morning where the trangport

"The Queen Mary® was immediately boarded. The ship embarked at approximately
3200 P.M. the same afternoon. After 6 days of weaving and twisting the ship
arrived safely at Gourock, Secotland on Friday, September 11, 1942, but the
i?'ztzh Did not disembark until the following moriing, Saturday, September 12,
9 - :

Upon disembarkation, a train was immediately boarded. The train arrived
at Harleston, England early the following morning from whence the remaining
few miles to the present base at R.A.F. Station, Hardwick were traveled by
truck,
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Y : Thn;.;e of ficers of the 379th ‘jq-adron who accompanied the unit to

It, Rupert A. Nock

It« William R. Maloney
I&. Ellsworth C. fnight, Jr.
It. Robert V. Liljegren
It. William H. Neubeuer,
It s Donald M. Smith

1&a Iiﬁ.rvey’ A. Doss

It. Willard E. Wilvert
It. Frank B. Geockal
It. Edward P. leehan
It. Wiley D. Hartley

Because of the fact that none of the Squadron records accompanied the Air
Echelon on £his trip, the information contained in this history was secured
from the verious members of the unit, and consquently this accounts for the
fact that certzin dates are not given exactly to the day, nor are the full
names of some of the Commanding Officers contained herein,

HARVEY A. DOSS,
2nd Lt., Air Corps,
Command ing
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S/5gt Georg ge Simmon
8/8gh Lewrence :ﬂhihﬂﬁn

2d¢ Lieut, John ¥, Tatson

2d Lieut, John W, ”1‘«&3, Jr,

S/Sgt Mathew P, Delano

.‘J/Sg‘t Jameg A, ¥vis

8/8gb Richard K. Riddle

8/9gt ¥ugene J, Crozier

Sgt Frederick Rowhothom,

and craws
Look place,

on October 13, From this dete to X

On October 19, 1942 the squadren experienced its first bombing when
one Ju £8 German medium bomber flew over the Hardwick Field st 50 feet and
dropped four 500 HE bombig within 100 feet of the squadron flight buildings.
There wers no casualties, btut several btulldings were damaged,

0f2icers and M of ‘the 379%h Squadron listed on the first priority
left M A.A.B, on November 5 and proceeded to the staging ares at Ibsley,
England by train. On the night of November 14 this unit was gent fo Furn
by motor convoy and was flown to Cazes Airport, Caseblanca, Afries, m‘
Noverber 15 in C-47's (transport planes), No m“haf' Om November 12, tke
first priority of the air echelon lef? Cp(.,,~ for Vediouna A A.B. ard on the
next day the ground echelon from the w:“.w‘ digembarked and joined the air
echelon at Mediouna, Africa.

The ground echelon, Lisut, George Houk commanding, departed Walterboro
400 hours on September 18 snd arrived at Greenvilie, S. C., Beptember
st 13JL1 e onrg,

f!

1:.

xﬁ f')

Cpl Day died of appendicitie at Camp Croft Hespital on Beptenmber 26,

This unit : nvitle for T, Dix, N, J., on October 17 and
arrived there next dey. On Novenmber 1, they left Dix for the P.O.E.

at New York City, embarl '.’mr' o the T.S. Army _rzxnf.‘m'r‘*'. t)Meindrew® at 1830
hours oad sailing ab 0250 hours on Hovember 2. They arrived at Casablancs,
ifrics on November 19 end joined the air echelon ahb Mediouna on the seme date,

The second priority of the air echelon from Ingland, conzisting of
jeut, Doss and 6 EM, mrrived in Oran, Africa on Nowember 19 and joined the
rganization at Mediouns on November 24. The rear echelon from the States
nd the lest elements from Englend have not rejoined the squadron &b L
date of this writing,

L
9
5

On November 28 Pilots Holstead, Bishép, Allen and O'Connell took off
with their crews from Cazes to rej m-t. fer 'ombat duties in Alpgeria 1..nder
orders of Colonel Wonyhan, 5th W.l.?lg « 4480,
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