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- Headquartere 340th Hombardment Gp ( ) 469th 8o®b 6qdn (b{)  
    '0 650 , c/ o P  OUTLINE HI STORY, apri l  

Ne w York , Nep York 15 May 1944  
a
 

SUHJECT: Hi at or i cal Re cor da .
   
   

,
TO : Commanding General,

Twelfth Air Force,
Tbrough Channele. . 

At t e nt i on - Hi at o r i an . ` o V
   
 R

1 . Ou t l i n e Hi e t o r y of t h e 48 9 t h Bomb a r dmen t gqua dr on ( Li)  

f o r t h e p e r i od 1   p r i l 19 4 4 t o 30 Ap r i l 1y4 4 .
 

  .
Preeent Deaignation : 489th Bombardment Squadron (N)

b . No change s i n organi za t i on .

  ,
Bt r eng t h f o r mon t h of Ap r i l .

 ;'-;,( 1 ) St beg i nni ng . ,;     
_ 

a    ( a) 64 of f i cer e.
e°      ̀

(b) 296 enlieted men.
   

•
   

(2) Net decreaae.  ( e,
) 4 of f i cer s.( 3 ) Ne t i ncrea s e .( a ) 38 enl i st ed men .( 4   a t end.( a ) 60 of Yi c e r s .(b) 334 enlisted men.

  . St a t i on
( 1 ) Gaudo L/ G.

a Or r i v e d 24   ia r ch 19 44 . 
b Departed 16  pril 1944,

e .  Bov eme n t e of un i t .( 1 ) From Gaudo L/ G (Pae s t um)
, I t al y , t o A].e ean L/ G

,Cor ai ca . (a) Purpose: to move closer to targets in
No r t he r n I t a l y and i n Fr   n c e .4b) Dat e : 19   pr i l .t c ) By t r uc k , b y LBT, en d b y pi an e .( d ) Con di t i on of r o a d e : e x c e l l en t .

2 he LST
c a r r i e d ou r e qu i pme n t i n a ddi t i on t o pe r eonne l .

De s t r oy e r e s c o r t
  ra s p ro v i i e d .

  , Campalgne.( 1 ) I t al i an .  -
( 2 ) From s ept embe r 1943 t o ( st i l l i n progre es ) . ,̀r..,   -

  . Ope rat i on s - s
 l Italian Campaign. - ( 2

 
Bombi n of st ra t e i c t a e t e i n t ha Rome and  "' g g  ''g  t he Fl oren ae ar ea e .( 3 ) Number of mi s ei on s f or pe r i od : 26 .Number of s or t i ee f or per i od : 162 .( 4 ) Re sul t s of t he mo   t i mpor t ant mi e8l on a .( a ) On ? Ap r i l 6 p l an e s o f

_.
t hi s s qua dr on s c o r -

ed di r e c t hi t e on t he R.
R

, b r i dg e at F i c ul l e ,
l t a l y . Two 8e pa r a t e

bomb run s were made in order to aesure the highest degree of bomb-
ing accuracy. ( b ) On 19   p r i l ou r pl ax  e e we n t t o F i omb i n o ,Italy, a target of opportunity, and unloaded 12 tons of bombe
where they could do the moet possible harm to the enemy.( c ) On 28   p r i l 6 of ou r   ii t c h e 1 1 8 pu t o u t of
c ommi s s i on an i mp or t an t R

.
R

. b r i dg e a t Or vi e t o ,
I t a l y .

  ~  ti     k   fc   _
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OUTLI l E   QSTORY
eg e 2 -

( 5 ) Un i t  oa s no t s ub   e c t e d t o en e   y a c t i on .

H, Comman d vf f i c e r e i n i npo r t an t mi e s i on s .( 1 ) Col . Che pman , Comtnandi ng Ot f i c er oP t he 340t h
Bombardment    r oup (   )

, on   8 apri l 1944 , fl ex ae e0 - pi l ot on
lo -level miseion to the R.R, bridges at Acquaviva,

Italy.

  .
Loseee in action .( 1 )   ii s ei on t o R, R, br i d  e at Fi cul l e ,

l t al y , on
7 Apri l .  a) 8eriouely xounded.1,

Capt. Corcoran, J.J., co-pilot.( 2 )  di s e i on t o R, R
, b ri dg e NE ot 8 r vi e t o , I t al y , on

23 Apri l 1944 . ( a ) Ser i ousl y wounded.l , S/ 8g t . Ke l l e re aki , r adi o operat or .

  1 , Numbe r of phot ograph e be i ng submi t t ed.(1) None.
2 . I n c l o ee d a r e WAr  DI AAY, 4 8 9 t h Bomba r dme n t 8 qua dr on (   )

,t o r t he p e r i o d 1 Ap r i l 1 94 4 b  30 Ap r i 1 194 4 .

For t he Commandi ng Of Pi c er :

 
_  

       4N-ARD  C
KAUF I

 

]da   or , Ai r Corp e
Cornmaxidi ng .1 Incl:

1  ar Di ary .  
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WAR DI A
 

RY

489th Bombardment 3quadron (M) Station--Alesan LfG,Corsica

  iont h of Apri l 1944 .

DAy EVENT3

1 - Th e f i r s t day of an o t h e r mont h ha s c orae an d g on e . Ti me f o l l ows i t s
ineaorable course   d life here in the overseas service continues as
usual in the same monotonous manner.

2 - The t ar ge t f or t oday was t he s ame one t hat we had y eet e rd.a.y ; namel y ,
a R. R, br i dge a f ew c  i l e s out ai de of Orvi et o , I t a l y . He caus e of i nt e r-
valometer malfunction, vre completely miesed the target. For the past
five or six missions we have been uaing the highly secret Norden 81ght, a
precieion instrument made famous by the "heavies" ih raids over C ermany
and Occupied Europe. Practically all of our bombing recently haa been
atrategic rather than tactical. Thus the Norden Sight is the logical
one t o us e .
3 - Aga i n ou r t a r   e t wa s t h e R. R, b r i dg e ,

  u s t o ut s i de of Or vl e t o . And
ag ai n we c  i e s e d i t . Th i s t i me we a t h e r wa e t h e c ont r i b u t i ng f a c t or .

3 - The Perugia Aird.rome wae slated for a heavy bombing by this Group.  le r e a ch e d t h e t a r g e t a r e a b ut we r e unabl e t o d r op any b omb a b e c au s e of
c o np l e t e c l oud co v e r a g e .

5 - Si x of our c r e v s we r e b r i e f e d t o bomb t h e a i r dr on e l o c a t e d
a t Pe ru gi a bu t we a t h e r p r e ve n t e d any c o  abe,t f l y i ng . Howe v e r , t h e r e   ra e
enother low-level trainin r flibht. Three crews have volunteered to
train for low-level bombing which 18 highly dangerous.

6 - We sent off nine planes this afternoon to strike at the Perugia
Airdrome. Aa I ma.

ke this notation the planes are peeling off and are
coming in. Three of the nine returned early because of inechanical
t r o ub l e .  Ph e t  h e r t h e r e ma i n de r g o t t o t h e t a rg e t r ema  .n e t o be s e e n .

7 - Car r y i ng a t o t a l of t we l ve t on e of bomb s , s i x of ou r 1  i t ch e l l e s t r uck
out for the R,R, bridge at Ficulle, Italy. Ueing a Norden Sight, they
s c or e d t wo di r e c t hi t a on t he we s t t r e s t l e o f t he b r i dg e , fl n t h e  ra y
back 9N , with Lt. Roberte in the pilot'e seat, was badly shot up and
Capt. Corcoran , co-pilot, w3e seriously in ured. The plane IDade an
emergency landing at Pomigliano L/G.The Italiane are busy in the surrounding fields ploughii  and plant-
i ng . I n cha r a c t e r i s t i c f a sh i on t h e wome n app e a r t o b e d oi r.g mo at of t h e
work. The men make their wornen work hard in this country. It is not
an uncommon aight to see a couple walking down a rural lane, the women
carrying a heavy bundle atop her head and both. arms heavily burdened with
l t;tg gag e whi l e t h e man n e x t t o he r v a l k s l e i s u r e l y  

.
t hou t any l oad a t a l l .

8 - From 9200 feet and at an indicated air speed of 21Q m.p  ., six
planes from thia s uadron unloaded tvrelve tons of bomba in the vicinity
of a R. R, b r i dg e n o r t h of Or t e . On e di r e c t h i t de mol i sh e d t he Sou t h-
we s t c o rn e r of t h e b r i d$ e .

9 - Tod a,y
i s Ea s t e r , b u t f o r u s ov e r s e a s i t i s ,

  u s t an o t h e r da.y . A
n i s s i or. had b e e n s c h ed ul e d but s h or t l y b e f o r e n oon a s t a nd- d own wa a
de c l a r e a .Another move is in the air. Rumor has it that we shall be up and
gone fron here by the end of thia week. As usual our deetination is
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WAR DI ARY
489th Bombardment 3quadron { !) Page 2
b;on t h of a p r i 1 1944

DAY EYENTS

unknown , but we are inclined to believe that we shall reraain in this
t h e a t r e .

10 - Our planes returned to bomb the bri  e at Orte. This time direct
h i t s we r e a c o r e d on t h e b r i dg e i t s e l f , c o rap l e t e l y d e cnol i eh i n g i t ,

Last night there was a heavy rainfall and during the morning the
weather was threater in;. Later in the day the sun came out and warmed
things up to the point where it was not necessary to wear any eweatera
o r   a ck e t s . Sp r i n g i s h e r e ; t h a t i s a n unr.ni s t ak a b l e f a c t n o w,

].1 - Th r e a t e n i no we a t h e r p r e ve n t e d a n y c o mb a t f l y i n g . HoRev e r , we d3 d
send a plane to Corsica , which will be our next place of resid nce,
An advance party from Group and two other squadrons left this morning
f or t h e n e w f i e l d .  Ve sh a l l p r ob a b l y f o l l o w b e f o r e t h e we ek i e ov e r .

1 2 - Th e 18 2n d e au a d r on c omb a t mi e a i on wa s a R. R, b r i d g e f i v e mi   e s
north of Tadi, Italy. The lead box missed the initial point on the firat
a pp r oa ch . An d on t h e s e c o nd a p p r oa ch t h e b orr b e we r e d r o pp e d sh o r t of
the bridge.

13 - The marshalling yard$ at Terni received a pasting today by planes
of this Group. The damage done was probably con siderable, although this
miasion was not among the best one  we have flown.

Cl o s e t o o u r a r ea i s i.a . 3op r a n o Arne r i c a n c e  ne t e r y , wh e r e a r e bu r -
ied over a thousand of our boys who died here during the bloody Salerno
i n va s i on . TY  e r eg u l a r l y sp a c e d , s i mp l e whi t e c r o s s e s a r e a n i mp r e s e i v e
and thought-provoking sight. Lying here at the base of  it. Soprano ax e
t h e t or n an d b e a t e n b od i e s of in e n aQh o h av e ma d e t h e s up r e me sa c r i f i c e
f or t h e i r c o un t r y . An d b a ck wi t h i n t h e p r o t e c t i n g c onf i n e a of t h e
Unlted Statee are yellow labor union :nembers who strike for higher
wa g e s , USO c onuna n d oe s wh o a r e c r y i n g t h e i r he a r t a ou t b e ca u s e of t h e
" t e r r i b l e " a r my l i f e t h e y a r e l e a d i n  ; , a n d y ou t h f u l ma l e c i v i l i a n s wh o
b oa s t f u l l y ma n a g e t o r e  ca i n s u ch a n d c on t i n u e t o s 'r i r k t h e i r r i gh t f u l
du t y . F or t h e s e c u l p a b l e , wor t h l e s s f r i e n d e of t h e en e my I h a v e no t h i ng
b u t i n v e c t i v e . Th e y a h ou l d e e e t h e s e s i l e n t , s i mp l e b r a ve e . The y
ehould experience the angulsh and emptynefis of heart when our buddies
f a i l t o r e t u r n f r orn a mi e s i on . Th a t wou l d b e t o t h e m b u t a f i n t h i n t
of wh a t wa r r e a l l y i s .
14 - Yi t e r bo Af D, f o r t y mi l e s n o r t h we s t of Rome , wa s t h e t a r g e t f or t o-d a y.,

Th i r t y - s i x s h i p a b o mb e d t h e ci i sp e r s a l a r e a s n o r t h we s t a n d n or t h
of t he f i e l d wi t h 4 6 68 t we n t y p ou nd f r a d e a n d 160 t wo h un d r e d   d f   f t y
p oun d b omb e . Th e r e we r e a t l e a e t t e n p a r k e d p l an e s on t h e f i e l ct a n
the patterns covered at least eight of them.

15-16 - Gn the move agaln. All day the various sections were busy pre-
p a r i ng f o r t h e ch axlg e of l o ca t i on . Ev e r y mov e e.

l wa y s e n t a i l s a g r e a t
d e a l or v or k .Su n da y we a r o ee a t 5 : 00 0   c l o ck a n d i m ne d i a t e l y we n t t o   ro r k

pulling down tents, loading truck , ar.d doing all the multltuctinous
tasks attendant upon a :aove. Shortly before noon our convoy pulled out,
leaving the flight eschelon behind. The ride to Salerno wae a rough and

d u s t y on e , La t e r i n t h e a f t e r n o on we a r r i ve d a t t h e d o c k a .   'e h a d

a hasty meal alonG the seasiae and then lugged our baggage and eo
_
uip-

ment aboard the Engliah L S T which is to carry us to Corsica.

  

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

. . . .
•1    •_ .,, .   . • '  ~  r

'  ' b .  
!

,   r '
 

  •    

1  

s E CRET
f

  fAR DIARY

489th Hombardment Squadron ( i) Page 3

  on t h of Ap r i l 1944

DAy EVENTS

17 - 1 8 - At 4 : Q0 0   c l o ck I  onda y a f t e r noon we et e ame d o ut of Sal e r n o
Ha r b or . A de s t r oy e r e ac o r t a c c ornpa ni e d u s f o r t h i a da ng e r o ue   ourn e y .

The trip turned out to be uneventful, On Tuesday we landed, un-
loaded our baggage and squadron equipment and moved inland about three
'milea to a staging area where we shall apend the night.

19 - 23 - L:ovin$ entails so much work that it ie necessary d.uring
that

time to neglect these daily diary notations. Now we are set up and

r e ady t o op e r at e .

24 - Corsica is an island of wild and  a.gge
d mountains, of deep, shadow

c o ve r e d v a l l ey s . A e hi mme r i rlg , e v e r - cu r vi ng s e a sh o r e l end s i t s
bountiful share of beauty to thie French-inhabited ialand where Napoleon

wa s bo r n .

25 - Thi s af t ernoon We ran our 193rd aquadron eombat mi ee i on . The
R. R, b r i dg e s ou t h of Fi c ul l e , I t a l y , wa B t he t a r   e t . 6 l x t e en and on e
half tone of bomb a were dropped by nine of our plan es, but the bridge
r e mal n e d un s ca t he d .Toda y we r e c e i v e d ou r f i r s t g e n e rou s sha r e of a ai l i n We ek s .

Si n e e a r r i v i ng a t t n i a l o c a t i on , we h av e ha d d a i l y e ne  ay ai r c r af t

a l e r t a . J  o s t of t h e m h a ve oc c u r e d at ni gh t   u s t a f t e r eundown .

2 6 - Ftia i n a l l da y , s t and- do wn .

2 7 - pg a i n r a i n k ep t a l l of ou r p l a n e e g r oun d e d . Ou r f ood ha s b e c ome
p r og r e s s i v e l y wor s e ,   e a l r  f t e r me a l c on s i s t s of t he ha t e d C Ra t i on s .
Except for an occaeional fair dinner or supper, breakfast is the only
h a l f wa y de c e n t me a l .

2 8- We ha d an ea r l y mor n i ng mi s s i on . Th e t a r g e t a we r e r a i l r oa n b r i dg e s
i n t h e Or vi e t o a r e a . Po s s i b l e h i t s we r e s c o r e d on t h e app r o ach t o
one of the bridges, the other one Wae untouched, This afternoon two

mi s s i on s we r e f l own . Trle c r e we ha ve n ot y e t b e en i n t e r r og a t ed .

29 - Th i s mo rn i ng we f l e w a ve r y s u c c e s sf ul mi s s i on o v e r t h e Te rn i
Vi adu c t .

30 - Th e mi e al on t odPy wa s i n t h e Or v i e t o s e c t o r , and i mpo r t an t ra i l -
road bridge which no longer existe; the boye hit it aquarely.

  a
  r"

 
• -  d - -_

  -    _  Y •
WALT  R F. GRF.VE'; JR.Sg t . , Ai r Co r p a

 rFG/ ,  g s-2.

 9

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958




