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  He a dqua r t e r e 340 t h Bomb a r dmen t   p ( M) 489 t h Boab 8qdn (  i  
AFO 650 , c/ o P  i OUTLI I  E HI STORY,   ar

 
New York, New York 15 April 1944  

 
d

   
SUBJECT: Hi s t or i cal Ae corde .    

TO : Commanding General,
Twelfth Air Force, Through Channel

   

. At t ent i on - Hi s t or i s n .  
 

,R"p
   

l . Ou t l i n e Hi s t o r y of t h e 489 t h -Bomb a r d.men t 5quadr on (   t)  

f o r t h e p e r l od 1 Mar ch 19 44 t o 31 1 a r ch 19 4 4 .
 `I

  , P re s en t De ei gn a t i on : 48 9 t h Bo mb a r dmen t Squad r on (l  )
.

  . No changes in organization. -,f  
...

;;
g , St reng t h f or mont h of   ar ch . . :   

(1) At beginning .
 b

  '
( a ) 62 of f i cer e . '     C  

 .
,, :    ;(b ) 28? enli ted men .      

( 2 ) Ne t i n c r e a s e .  a   6 of f i ce r e . '
( b ) 9 enl i st ed men .( 3 ) J  t ead .t a ) 68 of Pi ce r e .(b) 296 enlisted men.

d, Station.
.

(1) Pompei.( a ) Ar r i v ed 5 J an ua r y 1944 .(b)  eparted 23  arch 1944 .

_
e. Yov®mente ot unit.(1) From Pompei to Gaudo.( a ) Purpoee : evacua t i on be cau s e of erupt i on

of  tt . Ye suv i u s .  
(b) Dgte: 24  arch 1944.

c ) By t ruck t ai r and gr ound pe r eonne l ) . 
d ) Con d i t i on of r o ad s : y ol c an i c du s t c o v e r ed

t h e e nt i r e t e r r a i n , mak i n g t h e r o ad s a l mo et i mpa e e abl e . Th e r e wa e
a d e a r t h of t r uck s , whi c h c on di t i on wa s a l l i e v at e d t o a c e r t a l n e a-
t e n t by t h e 30 6 t h Se r v i c e C  r oup , whi c h f urn i e h ed wi t h t he n e c e e sa ry
add i t i on al t r an s po r t a t i on .

c.  
f .

Ca mpa i gn e .  , 41 ) I t a l i a n ' --( 2 ) Fr o m Sep t e mb e r 194 3 t o ( s t i l l i n p r og r e s e ) j

i
g . Operatione   ;;(1 Italian Campaign.( 2

 
Bombi of st r at e i c t e t e i n t he Rome are a .    g  

( 3 ) Numbe r of mi es i on e f or pe r i od : 19 . -
 iumber of s or t i e e f o r pe r i od : 107 , s( 4 ) Re eul t e of t he mos t i mport ant mi s ei ona. -
( s ) OA 8  da r c h 6 p l ane e of t h i a e ua dr on , l e ad-   -

i n g t he 2nd f l i g h t , dr opp e d 1 2 t on B of bomb s on t h e I
 

Y SE ot Or t e ,Italy.
The target area was well covered with bombe, and the dam -

ag e don e wa e c on  s i de r abl e .
The f a c t t h a t t he ae D / Y we r e u s e d t o

r out e eupp l i e s , e qu i pme n t , and p e r s onn e l t o Rocne a nd t he f r oa t l i n e s
made thie target oP great etbategic importance.( b ) On 1 5 lLa r ch 12 pl an e s of t h i e equa dr on ,
leading the Group , unloaded 1000 poundera on the town ot  aeaino,

   
  T̀ T   

  -
  f
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  S E C R E  
_

. OUTLINE HISTORY
  2 _ _______

C e rman ba et i on whi ch had f or a l ong t i me be en hol di ng up our f or-
ward t roops . Good re sul t e we re obse rved.

By bombi ng t he t oRn ,
we were ai di ng t he g ood progre ee of t h e ground f orce s i n t he i r
ef f ort t o expel l Je rry f r om t hi e i mpor t ant gat eway t o Rome .

G5) Unit wae not eub ected to enemy action.

  . Command of f i cer s i n i mpor t ant mi s e i on s .( 1 ) Lt . Col onel A, E, Tokaz , 57t h Bomb   i ng , f l ew
ae co- pi l ot on mi e si on t o t he Te rni   / Y on 14  te1r ch .( 2 ) Ma.  or   l exa,nde r H. Parr i eh , c ommandi ng of f i cer
of t he 489t h Bombardment gquadr on (   )

, f l e   a s co- pi l ot oa mi s s i oa
to bomb gun emplacements west of the town of Caegino,

Italy, on
15 l6ar ch . ( 3 ) Ya,  o r   l e xan de r N. Par r i sh , c omman di ng o Pf i c e r
of t he 4 8 9 t h Bomb a r dmen t s qua d r on (   i) , f l e w a s pi l o t on mi s s i on t o
Or t e   / Y,

I t a l y , on 19  da.r ch .

  , Lo e se e l a act i on .( 1 ) l i e s i on t o a
.

X
. b r i dg e ov e r Ti b e r Ri ve r ESE  of

Pe r ug i a ,
I t a 13r, on 2 8   a r ch

( a ) Ki l l ed .
. 8 / Sg t . H. H,

  al dr oup , t ur r e t g unn e r .(b)
 
ounded.  . S/Sgt. F, D, Erling, turret gunner.2.

8/Sgt.
J
. R. stone, tail gunner. 

.
T/Sgt.

B
,
  .

Gale, radio man .
_
4. S/Sgt.

J
.
L
.
 omo, tail gunner.

  ,
Numb e r o f p ho t og r ap h s b e i ng eubmi t t e d .( 1 ) None .

2. Incloeed are WAR DIARY, 489th Bombardment 6quadron   ),f or t he pe r i od 1   gr ch 1944 t o 31 D a r ch 1944 .

For the Commanding Officer :

  ^_  
  N

  a   or ,   1r org e
Commsnding. 

,
I n cl :
  ar Di a ry .
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caterin  to bi  busyness." Th e wa r ' s 154   c l i r,  .x , t h e c o l l a p ae of F a s c i at I t a l y , wi l l b e
o v e r s ha a o   re d "ay t h e rra r ' s 1 :    4 c l i ma   , t h e c o l l a  os e of I  a z i Ge r  ua n y ,
,  n e v en t t r At rri 11 oc c ur d  a r i n   t ii e f i r s t h a l f of t h e    e a r . I n t e r n -
a l c r i s e s , vr'r, i ch Hi t l e r u a.E c ,:a s t e r e d on l y    i t  , i :  c r e a.s i n   a i f f i c u l t y  
i n t he ;  s,s t , t h e t e r r i f i c Al l i e d   i r o l vws , a     .i n a t wh i c h t  , e Lu   't -
  ra l'   e c :    ut up n o a d e   ua t e de f e n ee , t oo e t h e r wi t h Al l i e d l a  ca a t t a d 
oa   'o r t r e s a Eur o   e   ri l l   r e c i a i t a t e c o l l a.  s e of t h e lja zi r  e i c h ." Th e F a r Ea s t e r n Ca   p a i     wi l l   ,a ?  e u:u c a    o r e r a p i d p r o  r e s s t h a n
  e n.e r a l l y e x p e c t e a .   e f or e t ne   r; .  o f t u e y e a r , m  s Q  oo::ie i np of J a p -
a n p r o   e r v  i l l b e un d e r  7P.y .

Vi c t o r y ov e r J s :. a n vri l l c o   e i n l e s s
t h a .z 1   :  oa t a .a e.

f t e r :: e r ma .n s u r r e n d e r - e a s i e r t har . e ;:pe c t e d .
"

6 - Al l da ,• t s e s '_.y h a s u e en ov e r c a.s
t   .7

d r Gi n f e 1 1 i a t s r :  i t t en t l y
f r or. ua v m t o du yk . Al t h ou   i    re vre r e s c i  e a u b d f or a r  i s a i a n ,  io l e of
ou r ul   _ne s. ;; o t o  t f t h e   r o un d . Ho  e v e r , l a t e i n t h e a f t  :r n oon , f ou r
p l a n e s t o ok of f f or pr a c t j c e f or r a t i on f l    i n   .

Ev e r_ h e r e i n t h e c o    -
b a t z on e or a c t l c e f l y i n    :r_d  .  o  :b i n   t  -u  e s F  l a c e r e   u l a r l y .

? - F or t h e f i r pt t i   e s i n c e Lh e 2na of z n e :non t h we  . e r e a  ol e t a
a t r i k e a t t ii e e ne «   , S z x of ou r ,a 13.,: e s , c on s i a t i ;l ;  o  ' t h e a e c on d b ox ,
un l o  xd e d   5 , 680 r  oun d e of   o1 b e on t h e Li t t o r i o   .f Y e,t

Rome . Th e
t  a t t e r n f or t h e lvho l e v r ou p wa s c o   rra c t a,nd e xc e l l e n t , Thi s wa s a b o u t
t h e r_ea t e s t 'oi t of u omb i :   t ha t t :  e Ave n   e r s   .  ve c.one . A : e ws r e e l
ca r  e r r  a n f l e vr i n o   e of ou r p l   a e s a n d t o ok ;  i c t a r e s of t h e f or   a t i on
a n d t r e t s .r =;e t , :
b - Th e :a/ Y a t Or t e : re r e i; e a v i l y r a l   .e d  ny t :zi s   r oua , Li t t l e opp o-
s l t i on i n t h e   'o r rn of a c  ̀ - a c r:    a E e n c oun t e »e d . Ou r s a u2.c. r on t  l on e
d r o,o   e d t we l v e t on s of a omb s . } e :za v a at r u c i  .a  .ha s ,t Or t e a e . o : e , ev i -
d e n c e of u ra c h wP,: ot  s e r v e d b y c u r -

f l y e r s t od a y . Th e y s a v r s c o r e s of
L-u r r  =d a.n d d e r a i l e ci f r e i   r t c a.r e , t c.i i t e d r a i l s ,    n     a   i n   b o . ,b c r a t -
e r a .

9 - t  e ;u l 3 r l y t h e n oy s   o i n t o t  n e v    » i o u a t o °rn s vri_i c h i n f e s t t h i e
s e c t t on of   ou t l  e r n l t a l y .

T .e y l ea v e a a r l y i n t ne :  oz    i :7  a    d r e t u r   
l a t e i n t h e e v e n i n   . Vi e i t a n y on e o f t h e s e t o wn s r n   .    ou wi l l s e e
wh a t i s c Y:a.r a.c t e r i s t i c of   .

1 1 I t a l i a n t o   tn a . Tr e r e a r e na r r ow a n d
wi n d i n   s t r e e t q  r;ne r e t  le s t en ch of d e c a;  i n   v e y e t a. a l e s a lld n u  na n a ux 
l e a v e s n o t h i n `; t o t h e i ma   i ll a t i on .   .a i: y of t iie   e s   r e e t s c r  ;::  .y s a r e
n o t : or e t '_: a..n e ev en o r e i   r t y a r d s   ri c e , t ^ e t + :o ur t u r e e s t o r y s t on e
b >>i l cti ll ;  s a t   . l d i n   c.t t n e v e r y e « e of t h e s t r e e t i t s El f . :Je 3-t t o t h e
f l a   r e.rit .l jr f i l t hy o   iv r s   i

.:
i c h s e e   t o .>e r-::,e a,t e e v e r   t :  i n   , c a i l a r en of

,a 2 1 s i z e s a r e a Yi: o  ;i n   l y c or, s +  i c uou s - t :.e y t . i n :  t rla t we Ya .n=  s a r e
wa L' .  i :   a t o r e s - j  e l l , a L a ..   t t e r oj' f a c t ,   or  e of u s a r e . Br o t h e l s
a.r e a e n u    e r    u t a s   .r u=   ^t o Z e s o r - a Lo l i a e   t a t   01'1L  i n t a e St a '  e s an a
a,

l l t h e  ri r l a   ., e ub e l l a e i   : o r i a a ,
" s o t h e y s a  r .Al l Vof u s ha ve b e e n i n I t a l i a n t o wn s a n d c i t i e e s o of t En t h a t we

n e ve r be ;    l e t o f o r   e t t lze l oc a l c o l o r t hu s a c c u i r e d . Bi   ht $ Eu ch a s
a e s c r i be d a uo v e a r e a.s f a ra l i a r t o u s  ,.s   r e ou r orrn Ai:le r i c a n en v i r on -
tae n t .

10 - Th e   ve n   ;e r s  .-r o  . p r e - v i s i t e d t n e Li t t o r i o  ..
/ Y   .

t Ro  e , c:n i ch we
e o Ql  c c e =  f u l  

.y
u or  :ae d on Tu e s a   ,y . T:n i :  :::i  ;;:i   n , t oo , f r oia u   o  :.b i .1 ;

s t an a - p oi n t , wa s p r ob   •ol y e uc c e s af ul .   u t a v i r t u Rl . c a l  zmi t y s t r u ck
t h e   r oup - ou r ;.  op u l a r   nd e s t e e   e d C0 , Col on e l J on e s , wa e ghot down .
F l yi    ; wi t h t h e 4    b t h     u_  .c

i r on , r i s , l a n e vice, 
k a t b y f l a k on t he uowb

r un . I t v:a s s e p t on a l e ve l c ou r s e f o r a n u  .:ue r of <<l .nu t e s ?.
f t e r i t

 Q i
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- - -
DAY  VENTS

turning from Naplee, reported that there were   me oaeualtiee and con-
ai derabl e daa e,ge . At l ea et t  ro Ge r man pl ane e . ere ehot down .

Tod  I the heat was turnea oa Caeeino, t e ran txo mieaione over
this bloody target, where lighting has ragea unabated for weeka. A1111b
t roops had been removed l r oa t he i mrnedi at e v i c i ni t y ot t he t own i n an-
ticipation o! a concerted aerial bon ardment aimed at completely obliter-
ating it.
16 - Our plane• were over Cassino agaia. It ie difficult to believe
t ha t t he r e can b e mu oh l e f t o! t h at t own at t e r t ha ds v e s t a t i ng r a i d e o!
yeeterday during whioh over 1400 tone oi bombs wers dropped within aa
area ot lese than a equare mile. Heavy, medium , light, and dive bomb-
ere were concentrated on thie hiatoric toen  hia  bae blocked our Rey
to Rome tor so long.  t 1900 houre laet night the regular BHC broad-
aaet from London reported the details of this heavy bombardmeat. Our
equadron took the honors by leading thie Group , which wae the fir. t
ov e r t he t a =g e t .
1 ? - Th e Gr o up h a a a n e w c ommandi ng of l i c e r ,

Co l on e l Ch apman .Today he appeared in the equadron area to give it the once over.Ao o c a e e c c a , I t a l y , wa e vi e i t e d dur i n,g t h e mor n i ng . We pl a s t e r e d
the town with 250 and b00 poundere. Nvt only wae the miesion highly
suc ce e s f ul , but i t pa s a mi l k run f or t he boy s .
18 - This morning our planes paid a vieit to Foligno,

Italy, hitting
the city with 1000 poundere. Thie e 

fternoon we were over Avaezzaao,but with leatleta rather than with bombe.Lt. Nickerson, who has been ad utant since i ea or Fields went to
Group Headquar ters, has lett for another outtit to serve in eome other
capacity. Ae yet h® has not been replaced,Tonight ]tt, Veeuviue preeented one of the moet beautilul eighte I
have e ver wi t ne s s ed. A ma s e of wi l d f i re pourect f rom i t s open t op and
f i nge r ed t he sombe r aky  ri t h eavag e et roke e . Vi vi dl y out l i ni ng t he we s t -
ei rl elope which rune do•n to the e®a wae a continuoue line of dancing
fire. And drifting away to the aouthwest xere huge cloude ot emoke.Here waa nature in its moet awe-inapiring garb.
19 - Brieled to bomb the  /Y at Orte,

Italy , the boye blew up an impor-t an t b r i d  e i n e t e ad .
Th i e b r i dg e wa a s i t ua t e d   u et o ut e i d e t he y a r d e .l [t . Ve suv i u s e on t i nu e s t o pnur o ut f i r e a nd amoke and l a va i n hug a

quantitiea. The aky above the eaetern slopee o  the mountala are an
azure hue , and t he r e s t e rn eky i s ec reened a e f ar a e one can aee by an
ominoue cloud cover ot emoke.
20 - Brieled to bomb Perugia  /Y , our boye were unable to unload there
because of cloud cover.

So they wheeled their planee around and head-
ed south for the  /Y at Terni, where they dropped the 1000 poundere
through cloude.Here ie what the $tars and Striuee hae to say today about  dt. Yeeu-
v i ue , whi ch cont l nue s t o e rupt wi t h g re .3t f e ro ci t y ."Th r e e g r e a t et r e ama oP mol t en l av a p ou r e d down t h e e i de e of   it .Veeuvius toda9 , marking the volcano 'e greateet activity in 15 yeare.The column of lava whioh Neopolitane could eee wae described ae a mile
and a half long and appeared like a great river o  iire by night while
emoke Pr om bu rn i ng v e g e t a t i on r e v e a l e d i t e p at h by d

.a y . . . . Th e l a s t h e av y
eruption o! Veeuvius wae in 1906....o number ot' hou®es ar® witbin a mile
of the creeping avalanche and a ay have to be abandoned before Tueeday
a f t e rn o on , i t wa e f e a r e d .

°
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Dpy EVENTB

_ .._._.
21 - The followiag eacerpt trom a letter written by oae of the boye to
the people back home throwe an intereeting light on the difficulties
attendant upon correspondence."I muet contees that I am completely at a loes as to what to write
about .

If only I could tell you about day to day events - then I would
have eomething o! intereat ior you.

 'or me it would merely be the
etatement of an endlese monotony.

I am poeitlve that you can have no
conception ot how we live , what we do, t'or actually thie life ie not ae
it ie pictured in newereele, in magazines, and in papers.

 oviee, pic-
t u re s , en d a r t i c l e s e how t h e h i g hl i g ht e , d r e s e e v e r y t hi ng up , bu t f a i l ,
of necesalty, to catch the real eubstance of combat lite over aeae.
were it posaibls for you to epend a full twenty-lour houre with me , you
would be very muah surprised. And that ie exactly what you would have
to do to catch the intangiblea which neither pictures nor worde can oon-
v e y . i  r i t e r e l i k e Er n i e Py l e , who an we a l l r e a d , a re d o i ng an ou t e t an d-
ing  ob , within the limitatione of worde, of enabling the people at hoae
to experience, vicarioual r, a bit ot our daily lite. But they don 't
tell you about oppressive monotony , headachee, intection , upeat atomaohe,
fleae and bedbugs, and the innumberable other phyeieal and mental die-
comtorte. That doesn 't ma,

ke interesting reading, it ian 't unuaual be-
cauee it is eomething we contend with day in and da  out - every day....

"

22 - 31 - During thie period much hae happened to ue.  t.
Veeuviue

"blew its top"; we evaouated the base in great haete, moving to an air-
f i e l d e o ut h e a et of Sa l e rn o , f r om wh i ch t i e l d we ha v e al r e a dy f l o wn f ou r
mieaion $.Th e v o l c an i c d i at u rb an ce be c a ne e t e a di l y wo r e e wi t h mo r e mol t en
fire overtlowin  the top and running down the mountain eides. Shortly
after midnight of March 23, w® were awakened by the noiey tall ot cind-
e r e on ou r f l at - t opp e d et oa e r o ot end on t he p av e me n t a t our f r on t d oo r .
Hy 0700 houre there wae a ateady downpour of cindere - esactly that.
Hig chunke the eize of a man 'e head craehed to the ground , cutting coa-
munication wiree, emaehing through  eep and truek windehielde, ripping
through the canvae tente on the line, and deetroying our precioue air-
planee.

ThiB frightening do m tall continued unabated throughout the
entire day .

Protected by eteel helmete, none of us were in ured. But
civilian caeualtiee were high , cassing Doc Nestor and hie medice to be
very busy.

By noon it was evident that all tbe planee of the Group
would never be flown again. The weight ot tons of cindere on the winge
created a destructive streas. The plexiglase in the upper turrete and
pllots' and bombardiere' compartmente were ahattered.

Early in the Qfternoon ot the 23rd , the firet evacuating party left,
mogt ot the traneportation being furnished by the 306th Service Group ,
whicb was eall®d upon to help out during the emergency.

The men carried
only bare essentiale, for there wae neither time nor room tor more than
t ha t . The p r i me ob  e c t i ve wa s t o c l e a r o ut ot t h i e dang e r o u e ar e a a e
qui c k l y a e p o s s l b l e . Th r oug ho ut t h e en t i r e af t e rn oon mo r e me n l e f t , en d
by early evening the squadron had been completely evacuated , except for
a few men who remained behind to guard all the aquadron equipment and
p e r s on al b e l on g i ng e . Th e I t a l i an e we r e e v e r y whe r e l i k e pa r a s i t e s , wh i ch
ig precisely what they have been around the eamp.

For milee on end the main road s were choked with fleeing trucke,
 eeps, and other vehiclee.

It wae neceseary to pull the deep bed of
c end e r e and du at i n l o w g e a r . The r oad s we r e c r o wde d wi t h e t a l l e d p a s -
eenger care belonging to evacuating Italiane and BritiBh truaks; we eom-
mented that American G,I, equlpment in chara.cteria

tic fashion always gete
through.

Shortly after midnight we arrived at Gaudo Airdrome, twenty-

_,  
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two miles eoutheast ot Salerno. EXhaueted we eet up our cots in a
l a rge , et one- cons t ruct ed t obacco warehouae f rom whos e ce i l i ng st i l l
hupg drying tobacco leavee.

The 24th and the 25th were miserably cold and rainy daye during
whi ch t i me we di d no t hi ng wha t soe ve r .   e me e ae d wi t h a s qua dr on ot
the 321et Bombardment Group (Bd 

,  rhich le situated on thia tield.
The

f oo d wa e bo t h poo r a nd s c a r c e .   e a l l s ut f e r e d t r om c ol d e , h e ada.o
b e s ,

and upeet etomachg.Al l ot ue had e xpec t e d t hat t he Group woul d be i noper at i onal f or
at l ea et a f ew weeks . Thue we we r e surpr i s ed when we we re a s ai gned

  s i x ehi pe and we re al e rt ed f or a mi e s i on on t he 2?t h. That mi s ei on
took us to a rellroad bridge eaet ot Perugia. We knocked out the west 
a pp r oa ch .On the 28th we etruck at the eame target near Perugia, thie time
completely dewolishing the bridge, but at a terrible cost to ue: fiQe
of our f l y e r e , r adi o- operat or e and gunne r e , we re hi t by t l ak ove r t he
bomb run and wer e ae r i ou el y i n  ured . One of t he casus.l t l e s , young
a,nd popul ar 8/ 3g t . H, A. Wal dr oup , di ed t he ne xt day .On t h e 29 t h f i v e of our i  i t c h e l l s s t ag e d an une ve n t f ul r a i d on t be
airdrome at Viterbo,

Italy .
Bad weather prevented any bombing on the

30 t h an d t he 31 et .Sgt.
Jack R. Auguat has been evicted rom the S-2 Section for in-

etficienoy. He hae been conaistently lax ever since  oining the eeo-
tion about titteen monthe ago. Hie removal is  ustified and at the
eeme time welcome.S-2 and Operation e are now located in Beparate tente. Thie is
the firet time in the hiBtory of the equadron that the two aections
have been aeparated.

  '
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