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Headquarters 340th Bombardment Gp (M)  489th Bomb Sqdn (M)
APO 650, c/o B OUTLINE HISTORY, Mar g\
New York, New York 15 April 1944

SUBJECT: Historical Records.

Qi

TO : Commanding General, Iwelfth Air Force, Through Ghanneljs
Attention - Historian. ‘aj%
® D
‘ '
1. Outline History of the 489th Bombardment Squadron (K) X
for the period 1 lMarch 1944 to 31 March 1944. N

a. Present Designation: 489th Bombardment Squadron ().
b. No changee in organization.

¢. Strength for month of March. ﬂf£> :
(1) At beglnning. D

za; 62 officers. Q*f?
b) 287 enlisted men. s O
(2) Net increase.

(a) 6 officers. ¢
(b) 9 enlisted men.

(3) ft end
; 68 officers.
(b) 296 enlisted men.

d., Btation.
(1) Pompet.
(a) Arrived 5 January 1944.
(b) Departed 23 March 1944,

8. DMovements of unit.

(1) From Pompei to Gaudo.
(a) Purpose: evacuation because of eruption
of Mt, Vesuvius. \

(b Date: 24 Mgreh 1944.
¢) By truck (air and ground personnel).
d) Condition of roads: Voleanic dust covered

the entire terrsin, making the roads almost impassable. There was
a dearth of trucks, which condition was alllievated to a certain ex-
tent by the 306th Bervice Group, which furnighed with the necessary
additional transportation.

§

f£. Campaigns.
El Italian
2) From September 1943 to (still in prqgress)

\)"2"

ol
o
£. Operations >
ilg Italian Campaign. o
2) Bombing of strategic targets in the Rome area.
(3) Number of missione for period: 18.
Number of sortiees for period : 107,
(4) Resulte of the most important missions.

(a) On 8 March 6 planes of this squadron, lead--
ing the 2nd flight, dropped 12 tons of bombs on the M/Y SE of Orte,
Italy. The target area was well covered with bombs, and the dam-
age done was considerable., The fact that these M/Y were used to
route supplies, equipment, and peresonnel to Rome and the front lines
made thie target of great stirateglc lmportance.

(b) On 15 March 12 planes of this squadron,

leading the Group, unloaded 1000 pounders on the town of Cassino,
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German bastion which had for a long time been holding up our for-
ward troops. Good results were observed. By bombing the town,
we were aiding the good progress of the ground forces in thelr
effort to expell Jerry from this important gateway to FRome ,

(5) Unit was not subjected to enemy action.

b. Command officers in lmportant mlseions.
(1) Lt, Colonel A, E, Tokaz, 57th Bomb Wing, flew
as co-pilot on mission to the Terni M/Y on 14 March.
(2) Mgjor Alexander H, Parrish, commanding officer
of the 489th Bombardment Squadron (), flew ag co-pilot on mission
to bomb gun emplacements west of the town of Cassino, ltaly, on

15 March.

(3) Major Alexander H, Parrish, commanding officer
of the 489th Bombardment Squadron (M), flew as pllot on migsion %o
Oorte /Y, Italy, on 19 March.

1. Losses in actlon.
(1) Mission to R.R, bridge over Tiber River ESE of
Perugla, It¢aly, on 28 March _
(a) Killed.

i. 8/8gt. H, H, Waldroup, turret gunner.
(b) Wounded.
1. §/8gt. F. D. Erling, turret gunner,
2. 8/sgt. J, R, Stone, tall gunner.
3. T/8gt. B, M, Gagle, radio man.
4, 8/sgt, 9. L, Homo, tall gunner.

J. Number of photographs being submltted.
(1) None.

2. Inclosed are WAR DIARY, 489th Bombardment Squadron (M),
for the period 1 Mgrch 1944 to 31 March 1944,
For the Commgnding Officer:

P
|-

Ma)or, Air Corpe
Commanding.

_1 Inel:
War Diary.
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480tL Bombardment Sguadron (i) Fage £
lonth of larch 1944

DAY EVENTS

cavering to blg businese.

"The war's 1943 climax, the collapse of Fascist Italy, will Dde
overshadowed by the war's 144 climag, the collapee of Nazl Germany,
an event that will occur during the firet half of the year. Intern-
al crises, which Hitler has magtered only with lncreaeling aifficulty
in the past, the terrific Allied gir blows, ageinst which the Luf -
waffe can put up noc adeguate defenes, together with Allied laud atiads
on Fortress Europe will precipitate collapse of the Hazl Relch.

"The Far Eastern Campaizn will make much more rapld progreseé than
generally expected. Before the end of the year, macs Doubing of Jap-
an proper will be under way. Victory over Japan will come in less
than 12 months after German gurrender - casglier than sxpected."

6 - All day the sky has been overcast and rain fell intermittently
from davn to duek, Althoush we were scheduld for a misgion, none of
our plznee got off the ground. However, late in the afternocon, four
planee took off for practice formation flying. Even here in the coa-
bat zone practice flying =nd boundbing tskee place regularly.

7 = For the firet time since the Z2nd of the month we were able to
gtrike &t the enemy. Six of our plenes, consieting of the second bOX,
unlogded £5,680 pounds of bombe on the Littorlo 4£/Y at Rome. The
pattern for the whole Group was compact and excellent, Thie wae about
the neatest blt of bombing that the Avengers nave done, A newsreel
camerman flew in one of our plases and took picturesz of the formation
and the target.

8 - The M/Y at Orte were heavily raided uy this Group., Little oppo-
sltlon in the form of ack-ack was encountered. Our squadron alone
dropped twelve tons of bombs., We have etruck hard &t Orte pefore, evi-
dence of which was observed by our flyers today. They saw scores of
burnzd ané derailed frelght cars, twisted rpile, and gaping bomnb crat-
ere,

9 - Regularly the voys go into the various towns whlch ilnfest this
gection of southern ltely. They leave early in the worning and return
late in the evening., Vielt any one of these towms and you wlll see
what e charascteristic of a1l Italian towns. There are narrow and
winding etreets where the stench of decayinz vegetables and numnan dung
leaveg nothing to the ilmsginetion. Many of theee gireete or Ways &re
not more than eeven or sight yards wide, the two or three sfHory stone
puiléings standing at the very edge of the stireet itself. Next to the
flagrantly filthy odors which seem to permeate everythlng, children of
all sizes are annoyingly conspicuous - they tnink that we Yanks are
walking gtores - well, as s natier of fact, =ome of us are. DBrothels
£TYe AS nuumerous &6 drus stores or zasoline statlone in the States and
all the girle are "bella signorina," so they say.

All of us have been in Itallian towns and cities so cften that we
never be mble to forget the local color thus acguired, ©8ights esuch as
described sbove are as familiar to us as are our own Aunerican environ-
ment.

10 - The Avengers Group re-visited the Littorioc i/Y at Rome, which we
go successfully bombed on Tuesday, - Thls migsion, too, from a bombing
gtand-point, was provably successful, But a virtual ecalamity struck
the Group = our popular =nd esteemsd CO, Colonel Joneg, was shot downm,
Flying with the 486th Sguaaren, hie vlane was hit by flak on the boub
run, 1t was kept on a level course for a number of winutes after it
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from Naples, reported that there were ome casualties and con-
siderable damage. At least two German planes were ghot down.

Today the heat was turned on Cassino. We ran two missions over
this bloody target, where fighting has raged unasbzted for weeks, Allldd
troops had been removed from the immedlate vicinlty of the tomn in an-
tioipaiion of a concerted aerial bommrdment aimed at completely obliter-
ating 1it, _

16 - Our planes were over Cagsino again, It 1s difficult to believe
that there can be much left of that town af ter the devestating ralds of
yesterday during which over 1400 tons of bombs were dropped within an
area of less than a square mile. Heavy, medium, light, and dive bomb-
ers were concentrated on this historic town which has blocked our way
to Rome for so long. At 1900 hours last night the regular BBC broad-
cast from London reported the details of this heavy bombardment. Our
squadron took the honors by leading this Group, which was the firwst
over the target,

17 - The ‘;gngggg Group has a new commanding officer, Colonel Chapman,
Today he appeared in the squadron area to give 1t thé once over,

Roccasecca, Italy, was visited during the morning. We plastered
the town with 250,and 600 pounders. Not only was ttggmiasiog highly
successful, but it was a milk run for the boys.

18 - This morning our planes paid a visit to Foligno, Italy, hitting
the clty with 1000 pounders. This afternoon we were over Avaezzano,
but with leaflets rather than with bombs,

Lt. Nickerson, who has been adjutant since Major Fields went to
Group Headquarters, has left for another outfit to serve in some other
capacity. As yet he has not been replaced.

Tonight Mt, Vesuvius presented one of the most beautiful sights I
have ever witnessed. A mass of wild fire poured from 1ts open top and
fingered the somber sky with savage strokes, Vividly outlining the west-
érn slope which runs down to the sea was a continuous line of dancing
fire. And drifting away to the southwest were huge clouds of smoke,
Here was nature in its most awe-inspiring garb.

19 - Briefed to bomb the M/Y gt Orte, Italy, the boys blew up an impor-
tant bridge instead. Thie bridge was situated Just outside the yards,

Mt., Vesuvius continues to puur out fire and smoke and lava in huge
quantities. The sgky above the eastern slopes of the mountain ,re an
azure hue, and the western sky lsscreened as far as one can see by an
ominous c¢cloud cover of smoke,

20 - Briefed to bomb Perugia M/Y, our boys were unable to unload there
because of cloud cover., Bo they wheeled theilr planes around and head-
ed south for the M/Y at Ternl, where they dropped the 1000 pounders
through clouds.

Here 1s what the Stars snd Stripes has to say today about lit. Vesu-
vius, which continues to erupt with grest ferocity.

"Three great streams of molten lava poured down the sides of it.
Vesuvius today, marking the volcano's greatest sctivity in 15 years.
The column of lava which Neopolitans could see was described as a mile
and a half long and appeared like a great river of fire by night while
smoke from burning vegetation revealed 1ts path by day....The last heavy
eruption of Vesuvius was in 1906.,..A number of houses are within a mile
of the creeping avalanche and may have to be abandoned before Tuesday
afternoon, it was feared."

_9:2.
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21 - The following excerpt from & letter written by one of the boys %o
the people back home throws an interesting light on the difficulties
attendant upon correspondence.

"I must confess that I am completely at a loss as to what to write
about. If only I could tell you about day to day events - then I would
have something of interest for you. For me it would merely be the
statement of an endleses monotony. I am positive that you can have no
conception of how we live, what we do, for actually this life 1s not as
it is pictured in newsreels, in magazines, and in papers. Movies, plc-
tures, and articles show the highlights, dress everything up, but fail,
of necessity, to catch the real substance of combat 1life over seas.

Were it possible for you to spend a full twenty-four hours with me, you
would be very much surpriced. And that is exactly what you would have
to do to catch the intangibles which neither pictures nor words can con-
vey. Writers like Ernie Pyle, whom we all read, are doing an outstand-
ing job, within the limitations of words, of enabling the people at home
to experience, vicariously, a bit of our dally life. But they don't
tell you about oppressive monotony, headaches, infection, upset stomachs,
fleas and bedbugs, and the innumberable other physical and mental die-
comforts. That doesn't make interesting reading, 1t len't unusual be-
cause it is something we contend with day in and day out - every day...."

22 - 31 - During this period much has happened to us, Mt. Vesuvius
"blew ite top"; we evacuated the base in great haste, moving to an alr-
field southeast of Salerno, from which field we have already flown four
missions.

The volcanic disturbance became steadlly worse with more molten
fire overflowing the top and running down the mountain sides. Shortly
after midnight of March 23, we were awakened by the noisy fall of cind-
ers on our flat-topped stone roof and on the pavement at our front door,
By 0700 hours there was a steady downpour of cinders - exactly that.

Big chunks the size of a man's head crashed to the ground, cutting com-
munication wiree, smashing through jeep and truck windshields, ripping
through the canvas tents on the line, and destroying our preclous air-
planes. Thie frightening downfall continued unabated throughout the
entire day. Protected by steel helmets, none of us were injured. DBut
civilian casualties were high, cassing Doc Nestor and hig medics to be
very busy. By noon it was evident that all the planes of the Group
would never be flowmn again. The welght of tons of cinders on the wings
created a destructive stress. The plexiglass in the upper turrets and
pllots' and bombardiers' compartments were shattered.

Early in the afternoon of the 23rd, the firset evacuating party left,
most of the transportation being furnished by the 306th Service Group,
which was cglled upon to help out during the emergency. The men carried
only bare essentialg, for there wag neither time nor room for more than
that. The prime objective was to clear out of this dangerous area as
quickly ae poesible, Throughout the entire afternoon more men left, and
by early evening the squadron had been completely evacuated, except for
a few men who remained behind to guard all the squadron equipment and
personal belongings. The Italians were everywhere like parasites, which
ie precicsely what they have been around the camp.

For miles on end the main roads were choked with fleeing trucks,
jeeps, and other vehicles. It was necessary to pull the deep bed of
cenders and dust in low gear, The roads were crowded with stalled pas-
senger care belonging to evacuating Itsllans and British trucks; we com-
mented that American G.I, equipment in charscteristic fashlon always gets
through, Shortly after midnight we arrived at Gaudo Airdrome, twenty-
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two miles southeast of Salerno. Exhausted we set up our cots in a
large, stone-constructed tobacco warehouse from whose celling still
hung drying tobacco leaves.

The 24th and the 25th were mlserably cold and rainy days during
which time we did nothing whatsoever. We messed with a squadron of
the 321lst Bombardment Group (M), which l1e situated on this field. The
food was both poor and scgrce. We all suffered from colds, headaches,
and upset stomachs.

All of us had expected that the Group would be inoperational for
- at least a few weeks., Thus we were surprised when we were assigned
\L_alx ships and were alerted for a miselon on the 27th, That mission

took us to a railroad bridge east of Perugla, We knocked out the west
approach,

On the 28th we struck at the same target near Perugia, thie time
completely demolishing the bridge, but at a terrible cost to us: flve
of our flyers, radlo-operators and gunners, were hit by flgk over the
bomb run and were seriously injured, One of the casualties, young
and popular 8/8gt. H, H., Waldroup, died the next day.

On the 29th five of our Mitchells staged an uneventful rald on the
airdrome at Viterbo, Italy. Bad weather prevented any bombing on the
30th and the 3lst.

8gt. Jack R. August has been evicted rom the 8-2 Section for in-
efficlency. He has been consistently lax ever since joining the sec-
tion about fifteen months ago. His removal is jJustified and at the
same time welcome.

8-2 and Operations are now located in separate tents, This is
the first time in the history of the squadron that the two sections
have been géparated.

Wabler 7. .v'w'z,& .
UALTEBhE. gRE sJR,
| -
WFG/wtg ggz. i 4
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