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OUTLINE HISTCRY

{r) gteele, James E., lst Lt,
g) Strasburger, Alvin, lst Lt.
(t) Yates, Christopher L., lst LT.
(u) Counselman, Howard E., 2nd Lt.
; Rolek, Matthew H., 2nd LS.
(w) suskind, Pyilep, T/sgt.
(3) Bronze gtar,
(a) Tenente, Frank (., 8/Set.
(4) gilver gtar,
(a) Harris, Henry w., T/sgt.
(bl Matchette, James F., lst Lt.
(5) soldlers Medal.
() Rose, John, 8/8gt.
h. Number of photographs being submitted.
(1) None,

2. Inclosed are WAR DIARY, 489th Bombardment Squadron
(M) for the period 1 June through 30 June 1945,

By the Commanding otficer;i 3

1 HOWARD P. BUNCH,

Major, Alr corps,
HPR/wlg commanding,
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SECEREI

WAR DIARY,

Month of June, 1945, 489th Bomb §g., 540th Bomb Gp.
Rimini Alrdrome, Italy,

DAY EVENTS

1 - Today ushered in another month. what it holds in store
for us remalns to be’seen. There are rumors that we may be
on the move within the next wo weeks, AWut one thing we are
all Pfairly certain; that we are golng back to the States ra-
ther than directly to the other theatre, Eventually many of
us may wind up there, but not until we have had furloughs.

2 - The war agalnst Japan contlnues at a heightened pace. The
headline in today's 1ssue of the gtars and gtripes reads; "450
guper Forts Pour Pire Bombs into %ﬁsy peaka, W fThHis second
largest clty of Japan was struck with the same destructive
force that virtually knocked out Tokyo. Syetematically Japan's
important industrial cities are being levelled.

3 - Today belng Sunday, there was no officlal work done. All
day long the men rested or relaxed, Many of the men spent thelr
lelsure time at the beach. This beach is a fine one, and to-
day 1t was dotted in all directions with civilian and military
bathers, A cool breeze blowing in from the sea kept the hot
June sun from becoming unbearable.

4 - the Army's Educatlon Program as it is operated here in the
squadron continues to functlon. There remains & healthful in-
terest in the program by both lnstructors and students. Cer-
talnly some few studente are golng to find this to be of life-
long good to them, And regardless of Benefite derlved, time
1s made to pass more quickly.

5 - All day everyone has been excited. An order came down from
higher headquarters asking for the following information from
every man having 85 or more points: Do you want to stay in

the Army? The great majority of men answered, No. What the
actual implicatlone gre remain to be sgeen,

6 - passeg are gtlll being 1ssued and many of the men are vlisit-
ing Vvenice and other pointe north of here. The main roads lead-
ing out of Rimini northward are gtill choked with military traff-
ic, and thus no difficulty is experienced in obtaining a ride

to your chosen destination.

7-9 - puring thisg period the instant chronicler has been on pass.
From his personal diary appear the following excerpts, the in-
clugion of which can be Justified here because so many men of
the squadron are meking similar trips.

"garly wednesday morning we headed north in 'Baby Doll,!
our first stop was to be Venice (Venezia), the famous
cith of canals and gondolas, We arrived there at noon.
Venice has all of the romantic appearances which I have
ever assoclated with 1t. You may drive to the outskirts
of the city by motor wvehicle. There a huge building is
avallable for parking purposes, Into the heart of the
city, it ie necessary to travel by gondola, a ride of
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thirty minutes, part of it over the beautiful grand
Canal,

wrhe first night out we slept in a private home in Pa-
dova, not many miles from Venice. The next morning
after a breakfast of eggs, bread, and wine, we begZan
the second leg of our trip. Over a superhighway in

an excellent state of repalir, we breezed through the
pPoe River valley. Here are fertile farmlands, rich

at this season of the year in frults and graine and

in other farm products. The stone farmhouses are neat
and well-kept, and the people are independent and pros-
perous appearing, which 1s in direct contrast %o the
poor and servile farmers of Southern I+aly. As We pro-
cesded north by east we approached closer to the foot-
hills of the Alps, which fringe thls eprawling river
valley, Finglly we reached vicenza, a clty that 1n-
triqued us so much that we declded to spend all day
and the following night there, Here too we slept and
ate in a private home, This being British 8th Army
territory, we Americans were a rarity and were treat-
ed as such; everywhere the people went out of their way
to accommodate us.

uyicenza stands out in my mind as a city of comely sig-
norine and quiet sophistication, The bulldings and the
lay-out of its etreets have the unmistakable old-world
appearance, but there 1s an air agbout 1t of hustling
modernity.

"From Vicenza we three men in a jeep struck out for Ro-
vereto, southern extremity of the famous Brenner Pase,
mhe route led us through the precipitous Alps, which
extend down from pustria. Heaven-embracing, the upper
reaches of these mountaine are garbed in a perpetual
mantle of snow, Deep valleys are unspolled by the
footsteps of man; here Nature is at ite loveliest,

"At Rovereto we turned southward, following the Adige
River, which has its headwaters far to the north in the
Alps. About two hours later we entered verona, which
is just east of beautiful Lake Garda. We remained in
verona only long enough to visit the tomb of Romeo and
Juliet, and then we proceeded towards Vicenza, where
we spent the evening, Ae.ter dusk we departed for Pa-
dova, where we struck out for Ricclione, arriving there
late in the afternoon, . . ."

10 - gixty-seven men of the squadron left for the United States.
Tncluded in that number were the officer personnel of g-2;
namely, Captain Jack A. Casper and Lleutenant Israel Polonsky.
Now there are only a 1little more than a score of the original
men of the squadron left,

A direative came through yesterday alerting the Group and
stating that we are to be moved sometime in July.

11 - The war agalnst Japan 1s progressing satisfactorlly. There
18 no doubt as to the outcome, but it may be a long time before
Japan ls brought to unconditional surrender ag Germany was.

The weather continues to be hot and fair.

12 - poday has been another gulet one. The Educatlonal Program
has folded up ag a result of so many men being returned to the

BECRET
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gtates recently.

13-14 - These two days have been gtrictly routine, There
has been some work in the morning; in the afternoon many of
the men go to the beach to swim and sun bathe.

15 - Half of the month has been spent, Time appears to be
passing more quickly than 1t did right after V-E Day. It is
currently believed that we shall move shortly after the first
of next month,

16 - We learned today that three of the men who left the out-
fit for the gStates about a month ago are now civilians, All
three were airplane mechanics who came overseaé With the squad-
ron in 1943. Many men, 1t appears, are going to be surprised
by being discharged from the Army much sooner than they ever
expected would be the case,

Time seems to be passing too slowly to sult us now that
we are anxiously awalting a move, Days are monotonous, regard-
less of what we do. This Waweating it out® 1s nerve-wracking.

The weather continues to be warm and falr., Uplike the
climgte in many of the northern ynited states, there are no
great fluctuations. The temperature remalne falrly even from
day to day, and there is virtually no rain, The nights are
generally cool and clear. This 1s a healthful and ldeal cli-
mate for those who seek a pleasant outdoor vacztion close to
Nature.

17 - Appother sunday has come and has gone. Llke previous ones
gince V-E Day, It has been & gulet one.

18-19 - go routine have been the past two days that they do
not warrant separate entrles. Preparations continue for our
demrture. Records are being completed, equipment is belng
turned in, and other steps are being taken which are neces-
gary before we can shove off for the gtates.

20-21 - gertalin of the sections are now completely "out of
business,.® Qperations activity - and likewlse Intellligence -
is at a low level. gupply and the Orderly Room right now are
putting forth & maximum effort, for their work 1s mainly con-
cerned with the forthcoming move.

22-23 - Two more days are out of the way. A day 1s hardly be-
gun but that we anticipate the next one,

Filve men from this squadron who have less than 85 polnte
are belng transferred out for direct shipment to the other
theatre. A rumor is about that men with more than 85 polnts
will be transferred to another bomb group and with that group
will return to the states,

24 - The Epllsted Ken'e Club continues to be & favorite gpot

to spend an enjoy&ble evening. Every other night there is music
and dancing. Each member of the squadron is entitled to bring
an Italian guest.

25-26 - A complete dearth of activlity makes 1t necessary to

combine the notations for these two days. More men are being
transferred out of the squadron for the U.8.4:; and others are
being to transferred to groups which are slated for the C.B.I.

27 - Early in the gf ternoon more men with lese than 85 points
were flown by (¢-47's to another base., It has been rumored that

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958





