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encountered no fighter opposition and little ack-ack. Capt. Kaufmann,
our Cperations Cfficer, spolke to our combat crews on the use of firearms
around the area, and cther talks of tactical importance were given by
various members of the organizati on.

8 - There was an all day stand down and some of the time was used in in-
doctrinating some of our new bomb ardiers and navigators in dezd reckon-
ing navigation, mep re-ding, pin points, how to keep notes efficiently on
observations and times of events while on miseions, ete. At about 6:30
we received the exciting news that ITtaly surreidered unconditionally at
1250 hours today., Later Capt. Si mpson, our ALD, came over and spoke to
us on the Italian surrender and the il1lied activities and progress in Ita-ly.
We are running a nizht mission in the Naples arezs The time has not yet
been given, but there will be a six plane formation from our sguadron, To-
night there wzs a party for all the officers in the Group at the Officers
Cluk, MNany British nurses were i nvited and the affair was quite sucoess~
ful, except for the fact that our Commanding Officer had to give a little
talk on the proper conduct of an officer st such z2ffairs on account of the
rictous antics of sove of the att endants,

2 - The mission over Avellino, Itzly, this morning st 0240 hours was a com-
bplete failure and a calamity for the 340th Boub Croup as well zs for cur
squadrons On the take off, a 487th plane failed to clear a gun emplacement,
finally crashing into a stone nouse in line with the end of the runway. All
of the cccupants, with the except ion of the co-pilot wers killed. How

he survived is 2 miracle, Cne of our planes, piloted by Lt. Ben F, Will-
lams, It. K. D. Scott, co-pilot, bombardier, Lt. Haller, Sgt. Mitchell (his
first combat mission), radio oper utor, and 5/3gt. Adam Symo, gunnsr, crash-
ed in the sea about one mirute after toke off, killing the entire crew. The
effect of this perticular tragedy on the men wes heavy ss Lt. B. D. Scott
wes one of the best liked and mos t admired men in the squadron, as was Lt.
Williams, and Sgb. Syno was a colorful character who always held a warm
place in 211 our hearts, They wi 1l never die in our memories.

ID = There was & mission =t midni ght but due to lack of co-ordimstion by
fighters who were supposed to illuminate the target, bub pot there too soon,
our hombers returned to the field withoub finding their objective and were
interrogated by Capt. White at OL45 hours this morning. Une ship did not
return from this mission. Capt. Decker and his crew, co-pilot, Lt. Eghejerg,
bombardier, Lt. 0'Comell, radio operator, &gb. Rovick amd gunner, Sgb. Me
Millan disappeared, (le've piven them all up for ‘lost znd the effect of this
loss cn cur sguadron is very heavy. Later this morning we had snother imis-
sion with some motor transports a s our objective. The ships 211 reburned
with out having found the tarceb.

Al - Last night our sguadron had a hpppy surprise. Capb. Decker's crew, which
higd been given up for lost, returned Home safe and scumd after o herrowing
experience. Lost the night before, their fusl was exhansted before they
cculd find our field, After cons ulbinz the other ueabers of the crew as Lo
whether they should bail out or sbteupt = woter landing, they all voted to
attempt the Iztter. Oapt. Dscker £lev along the coest of Sicily and graduslly
Urouzht the nose down until the waves wsre lapping ot the belly of the plone,
ihe orew waited for the terrific Jar which they exgected when the ship con-
tacted the waber, bub they were all very surprised st the e:se with which the
larding wes accoiglished, Before the plane had stopped siidding through the
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wWater, Lhe crew was in action, Safety belts offy 10re ¥uTt relegsed, 1rF set
deteonated, parachute removed and the other essentizl operstions under the cir-
cumsbences were acconplished. The crew all gob dato the dingy comfortsbly and

paddled thelr wey towerd the neor est shore, not Lrowing whebher theyr wers in
Friendly or eneny tsrritony.  Jieg were all very much futiqued sndl decided
to try to geb some rests I wos estremely cold end in addition their clothes
were wet, Wub with the gid of the one parachube which they bad carried with
theu, they menaged to keep warm by all bundline togsther under the folds of
8idk, They found in the worning that they were

-
o

S

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EOQ12958

how strone the bonds are which keep us togebher until someons alips
through those Bonds and says poed bye Lt Hease left with "Deck", flying
hir to Tunis znd said they had 3 swell time together. Capt. Simpson,

our AL0 officer; spoke on the Italizn Campiign but didn™ give us much
information. Not his fault - there just isn't any to give.

2l = There wos a mission schedule d today for which the briefing was held

at 0935 at Croup Operztions. The interrogetion showed this adssion to be un—
successful in thet the formations hit the wroag target. Again Capt. Simpson
spoke to us today this time givin g us & little more dope oo the Italizn
Campsign. The situwation looks a little brighter. A4t 1600 hours a stand

down w:s announced which made the combat crews very happy.

22 = There was a stzndby beginpin g st 0800 hours which blossomed into a
combat mission which took off for Italy. At 1500 hours there was a meeting
of combat crew members., Lbt. W. De Scott spoke to the boys on care of rzdio
equipment, Capt. Remnett, our new eagineering officer, spoke to the men on
keeping plenes in sgtisfaetory condition. Capt. Kaufmann also added a few
pertinent remerks.

£J ~ Combat mission today went off well., Lt. Casper was called upon toduy
to act as council for the defendant in board proceedings to eliminate an
enlisted man from the service for mediczl reamons, Nothing else of inter-
est to record today.

24 - At 1000 hours Capt, White :ttending 2 briefins -t Group OUperations for
a migsion which carried them to I taly., The boys hit the wrong terget today.
At that they encountered hezvy ac keack which broke up the formastion and made
the pilote teke violent evasive =action.

25 = 4n ¢1l day stand down today once again cleared the area of Mstray per-
sonnel”, There wzs absolutely no aectivity during the day, but at 1400
hours CGroup called in for one plane to fly & "propoganda mission" over
Neples (that is, to drop leaflsts), Lt. Dyer and crew volunteered to scceph
the assignment. The mission was carried out without any mishaps, There was
an all day trial today, The goverament versus Pvt. irthur Eglspanidas of
the 487th whose case had previous ly been investigated by Lt. Cutler. A4is
usual, the defense council was our squadron barrister, Li, Casper, who even
shocked himself today by getting his "elient" acquitted.

26 ~ Another 211 day stand down. Zven stand downs can become a nuisance
sometimes, At this point meny of the boys are sweating out their 50th
mission so they can return home to their wives, sweethearts and families
ard stend downs arn't helping them one bit toward achieving that end, I'd
like to menbtion something about Capt. Nestor, our medical officer, today.
He is outstanding in his firm stand regarding serding men home ofier they
have completed 50 missions.

27 - Although there has been a stand by since 0900 hours, no mission was
called and finally, at 1700 hours, a stand down was announced. There was a
pretiy good movie at the show tonight - Deanna Durbine in "Springtime®, It
took our minds off war for z couple of hours anyway. They should send more
pictures of that type overseas.

28 = Hothing of interest to repor t.
29 = At 0900 hours there w:s o stand by which didn't materizlize into &
mission wntil about 1400 hours. The targeit wes rosd junctions at Benevento,

Italy, and the-purpose-of this mi seion was to effect & road block. At the
same time, severzl thousand propoganda leaflets were dropped over
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