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48BTH BOMBAiiD1AENT SQUADRON (M  AAF

1 OCTOBER  1943 - 31   CTOBER  1943

• CATAMIA A/D  SICILY
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She et No . 1   ar Di ary , I{.88 t h Bomb . Sg dn . Cat ani a A/ D̀, Si c i l y _

  [oat h of Oc t ober , 1943 • Prepared by Capt .   b er et t B. Thoma s , 4&3t h Bo mb Sq

DAY TYEN'T3
1 Stand-down all day. 8outine.
2 Stand-down a11 da . Simulated mission. Rain and wind started about 1 30

and it rained!!S! Nobody prepared and many tents do rn and beds flooded.
  3 etand-do rn all day. simulated mission. Snow on Mt. Etna. Bain again

tonight. Turkey today for dinner xith dresaing, cranberry sauce ete.
  Good turkey soup for supper.

_ t and- dotm al l day . Si miil at ed mi s s i on . Al e rt warni ng f o r mov e t o I t al y .
S Stand-down all day. Sio:uhated mission. Routine. _ _ _ _ _ .b lEission to Cascano at 0845• SNAFU . Formation had trouble from the

start. One box dropped North of target. Other on the nose. T ro ships
holed. No Casualties.

  7 Yission 0800 to Yarulina, Greece with stop-off at Brindisi, Ita1y to refuel.
Called back after take-off. Weather. Had Px today.

8 Stand-do rn all day. 8outine. _
.

9 ldission to Pontelatone, Italy on ; aples map 1:500,000. Could not find
tar et. Cloud covera e.

  i10 Same mission as yesterday. Found and hit area. No excitemen .   er, 

_
bo dy has formed the habit of driving to Yia Grande, about 15 miles up in
the hills for eats. Sgt. Stere found the place and no r  sh of the 340th
can be found there sometime during the day. A normal meal consists of at

. leaat t ro steaks, txo omlets (plain and cheese), oddlee of shoestring
potatoes and ice cream. Average cost about a dollar. Our food gone to
pot again. Well we had t ro  eeks of something besides chili "meat and

l
v e

.
g e t abl e ha shp and "dehydrat ed" e   a i n s ev en mont hs anphow.

11 Stand-doxn all day. Everybody off to town or on sack duty. TBF says  e
wi 11 be c al l ed onl y f o r ni ght mi s s i oa f o r awhi l e . Cr e vrs not happy .12 Stand-down all day.  forking like mad on Squadron Diaz r and History. .

- 13 From 0530 to 2130 solid labor on diary history. Stand-do rn all da  and
i night. Siu ships and crewe and ground peraonnel sent to San Pancrazio,I t al p f rom  rh i ch we wi l l be operat i ng .__  

.
l la St i l l wor ki ng on hi s t or .  and di ary . Fi nal l y f i ni s hed bot h . One i s an

inch a.n
d a half thick and the other is a half inch. Bound aad completed

163G. Four more ships to San Pancra,.
io.

15 Four ships to 12th Group at Gerbini to operate with the  . "A" party left
f o r I t al y t hi s mo rni .ng . Lt s . Ql i an , Har t kopf ,  danni ng , Har dy , Capt .
Peyton, T/Sgts. Perry and eorcoran, having finished fifty mission, got
their ordere t,4 roceed home.

1 kain. Hanging around in partially dismantled tents xith everything packed
ready to move.

17 More rain . NothinR to do. 1Yhat a mess.
l8 Clear. liud six inches deep on the Yield. Flight echelon leftfor San

Pancragio. Had to fly at twelve thousand feet on solid cloud. Arrived
San Pancrazio about 1330. Had lunch.   rerybody  ackassed bedrolls and

. other stuft about quarter of a mile to barracks since there xas no trans-
portation . gtlast we get a roof over our heads or part of one. Barracks

- .  ; . , .
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  She et 2   'ar J i ary , !  3̀St h Bomb Sq dn ._
San Pancr azi o d/ D, I t l ay

Mont h of Oct ober , 1943 • Pr epar ed by Capt . Ewer et t B. Thoma s , 1 8St h Bomb Sq .

LAY   Yr  i'TS
18 and bui l di ng s of a cons t r uct i on whi ch are f l i ms i nes s  naul d put any l mer i c an

cont r ac t o r t o ahame wa s l ar gel y wr e cked bef or e t he ea eqy l e f t t hem. Bttt
there are good lwnber piles since nothing was burned and the scrounging
partied will have plenty of material to patch up with. Enlisted men doing
well by them selvea taking rrooden ceilings from the buildings reasonably
w+ooded and maki ng wa11 s and f l oor s f o r t  : e i r t ent s . Mo s t of t he Of f i c er a
can be accoaradated in one reasonably sound barracks. There are showers
 rhich will take but little work to put in running order orith hot and cold
running v ater and whether we can stand it or <<ot, there are flush tolets
on which we r ay be able to learn to sit again. Also a weird type of

_ stratle toilet which has a11 the ear marks of Italian invention. The
' Squadron area is concentrated close bp, but fear of dust and much of the

no i s e o f t he f i el d . Th i s i s t he be st s e t - up   re ' v e had y et oper at i onal l y .Runx a3r i s r at her. ahort and wi l l hav e t o be l engt hened f o r s af et   .. _19 "A" part y ar r i v ed t hi s af t ernoon . Had a f i ne t r i p . They l di t Cat ani a
on 15 of October with 68 v®hicles an d arrived here in  dessina about 1500
Had a be aut i f ul dr i v e ov e r good ro ads ex c ept    her e t he br i dges   ;e re
blown out.  lte well the first night, but Were bothered by hoards of
ehildren watching ever forkful and trying to scrounge in the garbage ca.ns

• and beyging, and sniping cigarette butts. That evening Italian women
  rer e brc  ught i nt o camp b C t he i r hus bands and br    t her s o f f er i ng t o t rade
t he i r f av or s f or f ood . Un t he 1 6 of Oct obe r t hey l ef t   i c i h i n t hr ee
boat loads of LCT S arriving at Reggio about 1100 vrhere theyate dinner
consisting of a sandwich and left for I ecasto. On the 17th they broke
camp at U700 an d arrived at Necasto about 0830. They passed through some
v ery be aut i f ul mount i an count ry enrout e . Y ̀ omen c ar r i e d ev er t hi .ng on
their heads as beasts of burden  hile my lord carries nothing. Camped,
at Belveder. On the l th leaving at 0'?00 the,y

drove over steep mountian
roade on a cooling beautiful day. Turning u  the eaet coast tward Toranto."C" ration lunch at 1100 at Spezzanla leaving again at 1200. Roa.

ds
• gravel and rougher. Arrived staging area at 1630. On the 19th the oarty

lei't at0$00 arr ving at Toranto at 0930. Plenty of ships in the harbor
and he av y aru y t raf f i c on t he ro ads . Ro ads r ough unt i l t he hi t pBl ack
Top" , arrived in San Pancrazio about 1 30.20 Everybody has colds, sniffles and coughs. Have nice office setup already
t o og t o wo rk , bu

_____
t no

_
wo rk _ _ _21   ool er . Capt ai n Cov e r f l ew t o Kapl e s rr i t h r a  or g i as el man as aa ot he r

passenger. They were fired on by our nav r oPer the harbor. No hits one
error. ti;e find that Lecce about twenty miles fro m here, has pretty good
s hops and f a i r f ood . Pr i ce s a s uaual as s oon as Re s t ep i n have s t art ed

_
s lc.y- r   cket i ng .22 t ot hi ng doi ng t o- day . Gr aboa s ki   ho   re nt down rvi t h Co rbi n , i s s t at ed by

• the Ad utant General to be a P/ ̀f. About 2000 hours a ship crashed and
burned about f our or f i v e mi l e s f rom he re .
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I ,,, + .Shaet No_
  War Di ary , 1,.83t h Bomb Sqdn . San Pancrazi o  i/ D, I t l a r

Mvath of October, 1943. Prepared by Captian h rerett B. Thomas, 4g$th Bomb Sq.

' DAY EVEd TS
22 Sho rt l y af t er x e l oc at e d i t Lt . Tedf or d of t he 14B t h Ral ked up t o t he wr e ck

He had bailed out and thought that Ma or Keller had been able to. They xe-
re the only twv in the ship and the Official story w:.s that they had
started for Gerbini, ran onto bad weather a.n

d had turned back. They
were over the field for some time, but since they gave no recognition
lights, landings lights were not first turned oa. _23 11  "tr 17's landed here to stay vernight, gas up and take off for a mission
into Austria tomorrow. Nights cold. Have the area vri.re

d, but there are
only about three bulbs available all th : others being on the convoy still
ou the Ray.24 The B- 1 7 ' s t ook of f at 080 0 hour s . The   e eps of t he "Bp par t y arr i v ed
this afternoon. r eport that the trailer . ith the Officera' club equipt-
ment broke loose and Rentover a thousand foot cliff. 

25 Mission to Frosinone. Plenty of Ack, Ack. S Sgt. Jack Hollis got a
scratch on his knee.

2 M ission to Frosinone  same as yesterday . Utherwise routine.' 27 Mission to , Called off on account of xeather. tand-doxn from early afternoon. Got a new portable typexriter today
after waiting only seven months. " n Eye-tie" commingover the fence waa
shot and killed by a guard.28 l  i s s i on t o cal l ed of f on ac count of t he   re 4t her . Mo s t

, everybody went to torrn Lecce). Chicken dinners with good soup, fair
amount of chicken and some gosh avrful quince apple's baked. All about a
dollar a.n

d fifteen ceats. Hain all day. Came home to find barracks flood
ed, and many beds soaked. A dreary mess.2 9 St and- do m al l day . We at her , Ra,

i n i ng c at a and d   gs .   any s croungi ng
Ground for material to amke stoves, but chimney items scarse and mr st
succeed only in providing good Indian smoke signals. Lta. Olson and
Touchstone got ca taincys today. Special mention: Pan cakes for, br eakf as t , ma c roni f o r l unch an d c re ame d chi cken f o r s uppe r , man hav e
they possibly run out of chili.30 St and- dov n al l day . Unpac ked S- 2 and Cpe r at i ons equi pt ment . Capt .' Thomasboasted that he's made a recor: -- has all his Christmas card add-
ressed. Found s  me weira designs in Lecce. _31 Nission to shipping at Ancona. Called back due to xeather. Lt. R.M.Johns t on s t ruggl i ng x i t h i de as f or  ̀ e ar   ook i l l u s t rat i ons .  ;' at c hed t a.ke
of f t hi s af t e rnoon and swe at ed out t he 24 pl ane s . A s hi p f rom J  7t h had
overshot andwa   o  ed doxn at the very end of the runxzy. All ships
were l o aded  .o t he l i mi t wi t h ga s and bombs f o r a f our hour anu a hal f
ruri and there xere sorae tense moments xhen the ships  sme dvwn the too
short runway, skimmed the mired ship and raised the bushtops. No
mi s haps .
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