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SECRET
HQ, 488TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M) AAF 488th Bomb Sq (M)
34071H BOMBARIMENT GROUP (M) AAF
Columbis Army Air Base OUTLINE HISTORY, July 1945
Columbia, South Carolina S ECR & T By auth CO
488th Bomb Sq (i)
1 to 31 July 1945
—Initisls
18 October 1945
SUBJECT: Historical Hecords. «\
70 3 GCommsnding Genersl, First Adr Force. =
Attention: Historian, -

1, Outline History of the 488th Bomb Sq (M) for the period 1 July
1945 to 3R July 1945.

a. Original unit,
(1) 488th Bomb Squadron (M), 340th Bambardment Group (M),
57th Bombardment Wing (M), XII AF,

b. Changes in organization.
(1) No change.

g. Strength!: commissioned &nd enlisted.
(1) At beginning of period:
(a) 87 Officers & 105 BAi  Total 192
(4) it end of periodi
(a) 11 Officers & 224 EA  Total 235

d. Stations of units or echelons.
(1) Bimini Airdrome, Italy
(ag Arrived: 7 April 1945.
(b) Departeds 16 July 1945. (Ground echelon)

s lMovements of unit or echelon.

(1) Air echelon, 49 Officers and 32 B/, departed for Naples,
Italy, by air on first leg of trip to U.S.

(2) Ground echelon, 9 Officers and 217 E/M, departed Rimini
Airdrome at 0600, 16 July 1945, and arrived at Rome Army
Staging Area &t 1730 hours, same date, by motor convoy of
29 vehicles.

(3) Ground echelon, 9 Officers and 217 B/M, departed Rome Amy
Staging area 0700, 17 July 1945, by motor convey of 29
vehicles arriving at Ammy Staging Area #1, Bagnoli, ltaly,
at 1630 b‘ﬂ'., same date.

g+ Operations. e
(1) None. =

SECRET
=
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(4) Ground echelon, 10 Officers and 224 E/M, departed lhblgl £

Port of Zmbarkation for U,S, at 1900 hours, 27 July 1945, }

aboard SS Cristobal. 23
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SECRAET
WAR DIARY :
L88th Bombardment Squadron (M) Rimini Airdromg, Italy
Month of July 1945 .
DAY EVENTS

Ground Echelon®

1-15 Sweating out leaving for the States.

16~ ‘The gread day, leaving for Kome by convoy. Arrived in Rame and stayed at
the Army Air FOrce Rest Camp Hotel, presenting a good opportunity for cleaning
up, eating, and general rest and relaxation after the trip.

17- Left Home for Naples. Now it seemed like the real stuff especially after
arriving in the Neples area and seeing the ships in the harbor.

18-27 All a big "sweat out" for the ship. Opportunities for seeing the sights
of the Naples area . -

27- The actual day arrived and squadron boarded the ship in the afterncon.
Prompily at 1900 the ship left the pier and before dark we had passed Capri and
lost sight of the Italian mainland.

28-31 No lamd, no muthin, but we are on the way.

4r Echelon:

4 Our squadron leaves with aircraft from Rimini to Maples on the first leg
of the journey home.

Naples to Tunis-El Aouina Airdrome

El Aouina to Marrakech, French Morrocco.

Marrakech to Bakar, French West Africa

Dakar to Hoberts Field, Iiberia.

Roberts Field to Ascension Island.

Ascension Island to Natal, Brazil.

Natal to Belem, Brazil, to Atkinson Field, British Guiana.

Atkdnson Field to Borrenguin, Fuerto dioco.

Borrenguin to Morrison Field, West Palm Beach, Florida.

Morrison Field to Hunter Field, Savannah, Georgia.

20-31 All of Flight Echelon ordered te 30 day TDY at home amd return to Seymour

Jomson Field, North Carolina.

ROBERT C. BACHTELL,
Ma or, Air Corps,.
Commard ing .

PRRTFERTPT
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SECREI

HQ, L88TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M) AAF 488th Bamb Sq (M)

3&0% T GROUP (M) AAF
Wiﬁg Air Base OUTLINE HISTORY, Aug 45

Golumbia, South Carclina S EC R E T By auth CO
. 488th Bomb Sq (k)
1 to 31 August 1945
Initials

18 October 1945

SUBJECT: Historical Records.

TO ; Commanding General, First Air Force.
Attention: Historian.

1. Outline Hiatbry of the 488th Bamb Sq (M) for the period 1 4ugust
1945 to 31 August 1945.

a. Oﬁm unit. )
(1) 488th Bomb Squadron (M), 340th Bombardment Group ().

b. Changes in organization.
(1) None.

¢+ Strength’ commissioned and enlisted.
(1) At beginning of period:
(a) 11 Officers & 224 EAM  Total 235
(2) At end of period:
(a) 42 Officers & 258 Bk  Total 300

d. Stations of units or echelons.
(1) Seymour Johnson Field, North Carolina.
\a) Arrived:! 9 August 1945.
(b) Departed: —

8. Movements of unit or echelon.
(1) Ground echelon abcard the Army Trensport Cristobal arrived
at Camp Patrick Hemry, Virginia, 7 August 1945. Returnees
placed on DS to be given 30 days for rest and recuperation,

———
(]

8 August 1945.
£, Cappaigns.
(None) .
Ee éparationa.
tl) %nﬂa
H. losses in Action.
(1) DNone.
i Losses not in line of Uuty.
(l) Hone. .
i. Decorations, W W
(1) None. ROBEAT C. BACHTELL,
Major, Air Corps,
SECREZT Comnandinge
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WA DIARY
488th Bambarduent Squadron (i) Seymour Johnson Fld, N.C,

Month of August 1945

DEX EVENT

7- BEarly in the morning the first sight of land——namely the United States--was
seen. Debarkation took place around noon and early in the afternoon. Proceeded
by train to Camp Patrick Hemry, Virginia.

8- All officers and enlisted men of the ground echelon are ordered to ™M at
home to report back to Seymour Johneon Field, N.C,

1-21 4ir echelon men still on Y at home.

22- First of flight echelon arrived for duty at Seymour Johnson Field, assigned

from Hunter Field, Georgia.
Gl G B

Major, *ir Gorps,

Commandin z.

SECRET
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s SECEEI

HQ, A88TH BOMBARIMENT SQUADRON (M) AAF 488th Bomb Sq (M)
34L0TH BOMBARIMENT GHOUP (M) AAF f
Columbia Army Air Base OUTLINE HISTORY, Sept 45
Columbia, South Carolina SECRET R{“Auth ce
488th Bomb S¢ (M) :
1 to 30 September 1945.
—————— ANLRIRLY
18 October 19L5.

SUBJECT: Historicil Records.

T0 : Commapding Genmeral, First Air Ferce.
Attention: Historian.

1. Outline History of the 488th Boub Sq (M) for the period 1 Septeuber
1945 to 30 September 1945. :

&. Original unit.
(1) 488th Bomb Syuadron (M), 340th Bambardment Group (M),

b. Changes in organization.
(1) None.

g. Strength! commissioned ard enlisted.
(1) At beginning of period:
(a) 42 Officers & 258 BAi  Total 300
(2) At end of period:
(b) 23 Officers & 164 EM  Total 187

d. Stations of units or echelons.
(1) Seymour Johnson Field, North Carolina.

8+ lMovements of unit or echelon.
(1) None.

a c -
& e

« Operations.
&< 5 Nems

L. losses in Action.
(1) None

d. iosael not in Line of Duty.
(1) None

« Decorations.

(1) None. £§ f/ W

ROBERT C. BACHTELL,
lMa jor, 4ir Corpe,
Commanding «
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