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Sheet No._
   ar Diary, la Sth Bomb 59uadron Alesan L/G, Coraica

_

l tont h of Januar y , 1 9k5 • F  'epar'ed b9 T/ Sg t Don J . Gora ns on , ! $S t h Bo mb Sq 5- +2

DeIY L  F  iTS
_ .
1  ii s si on af t wel v e pl anes t o Pal a   zol o rai l bri dg e, I t al y . Al l bo nbs dr opped

i n t arg s t ar ea f or ]A0  bombi ng ac curacy . Ner  Year a   e  ,taa comparat i vel y
9ui et al t hough someone d.i d t ry out t he 50 cal i ber machi ne gun i n t he err-
l i s t ed men' a ar ea . ldos t of t he par t i es wer e t ent af f ai ra- -   11 an,d rrS.t h
  rsryone hopi ng f or t he Wew Yeax' to bri.ng peac e and  -a chanc e to go home .
The wi nd w  a:'raw and col d and et rong and i t bl en  the Ftame t ri p pl ane a17.
ov q,r_

the skv but t her r et urned ea f e1w t h
,  u  h a,

bi t shook up .
2 St,and- down . S̀ti nd at  

.1,
1 r ougY  np t o 50 mp h ,

Pl a ne went t v Na pl es i n t he
a f t er noon v i t h t he cha i l erlgi ng Gr oup pi ngpong pl ay er s . The y wer e of f t o
whi p t he PBS boy s hut t he 3l  Oth l o s t . 1n e hi ghl .i ght of t h e ev eni ng wa s
when  71 1d Bi l l Hsmmerl i ng of 1,8 8t h Ops and St e v ans o f Gr ou p Ope t o ok t he
daubl   . No wor d f ra u t he Gi bra l t a r pl ane v hi ch t ook of f af t er Chri s t ma e
Da y   I t wae s u  o s ad t o be ba ck b ef ore t he Nevr Yet  r . No   i l ..r ...  .. _3 St anc  down . Gi bral t ar pl an e back i n t he af t ernoon . Th e cr e +r; Ca pt hic rl i' ,qy ,
  f Sg t Hant en , Lt Auda.

( now ca pt )
, Lt Eiughe a , T/ Sg t Jor dan , 1 / 5g t e hon eg ,

S/ Sg t Las et er , f̀/ Sg t kar vey ; had t o char  e an ersgi ne a t Or a n . Lt S t o s zkus
    gavqe an   & 33 l ec tur s t o t he l a s t ne r cr ew; and t rie f i r s t I &   cl ass ,

al gebra , wa s hel d i n t he Gr oup bri ef i ng r oom at 19a0 hour s . Zh e Gr oup t o-
. ,

day recei ved a cl us t er t o t hs Di s t i agui shed Uni t Badge f or t he si nki ng of
t h e JCrui

.s er Ta ra nt o . '  a t a i s s i on on- 23 Se pt 1 9W+ wa o l ed by Ca pt   1c ;  lr og
  ].p t . and I t 3ur  ter . bombar di er now ca pt a,i n and bombi ng of f i c er .
  For a change a mi s ai on t o San 1u s rgheri t a rai l bri dge , I t al y . The as si gn®d

t arget was g l a but t he f orn   t i on got of f cour s e and bombed San   ia x  heri t a
i ns t ead. Got 91  bombi ng accuracy . In tha af t ernoon t he Enl i Bt ed ]  en 'a
Red Cro ss Cl ub was ueed f or pres ent at i on of inedal s . The 1 SSt h was t o have
a par t y t her e at ni ght and al l t he decorat i ons h  d t o be r eauoved f or the
presentation and then put up again, but they were up in time so everything
 ras al l ri ght . Tha gi r l s , rounded up f rom Bas t  .a a,nd al l poi nct s of t he
compas a , wer e t he   ril .i at ed Lten' s gues t s f or eupper rrhi ch was del i.ci ous
sout hern f ri ed chi cken , i3ri g-Gen Knapp, Col Chapman, Lt Col Bu®bal , l ia  

' Ca ssa,da ( now Lt Col ) , and F/ 0 Osi as s topped i n f or a f eqr mi .nut es .   rer 
one had a   oo 

,
t 31ue i ncl udi nQ the usual f eMr   ho "had t oo much".

- SS+ t and- down . Rai n. Navj.gat i on cl asa at ar t ed by Lt Ih  ida i n f ul l swi ng . Ga s
chambe r i nst ruct i on and dri l l on t he l i ne i n t he mar . Sotn® mai l i u .._ .. 6 St and- down. Rat i n gs f or co nbat men out agai n- - t hi a ti me t en ndrt a sgt s .
Reat camp at Cant es , Franc e opened up f or Of f i cers . Pri s onar I nt errogat i aa
txi ct ur e sho na at Group bri ef i ng room f or al l c rewa.

7 St and- down . +Zea t her a gai n .   erybne i s   umpy and   i t t ery- - f l a sh es a t

ni gh t hav e be en 9 ean comi ng f rom t h e nor t hern t i p of t he i el s nd and axpl o-
af ons hav e been f e l t

  al l   ri t b no esxpl a na t i on . Lt Bur g   ' made Bombi ng
Of f i c er and Lt Dada Navi   at i o® Cf f i c er . - -_ _

 z
.     - - ,.   - ... -•  . r

  , . _ _ ,  . ,  
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5heet No. 2
_

  'ar Di ary , 1  8t h Bomb Squadron d  esan •L
f G, Cor si ca

  iont h of Januar y , 191+5• Px'epar ed by Tf Sgt Don J . Goranson, 1 88t h Bomb Sq S- 2

DAY LVEhTS

8 r  even pl anes t o Pont et i done   i l bri dge , I tal y , but al l bombs r eturned
becaus e of weat her .   pur e mi l k rur  - not m azky of t hes e l ef t i n Nor t hern

_
I t al y . and t he der ry   unners ar e e  t •t i r  even nor e eocPer t i f i oss i bl e .

9 Back t o t h e same t arget as yes t arday, t hi s t i cne wi th twel.v e ai rcraf t and
thi s t i cie bot h bo  es cover ed t he bri dge wi t h t hei r bombs f or a bombi ng

  ac curacy o f 100 i' . hl l l.ome t ri ps t o t he 1,,88th r es t camp ar e canc el l ed d®--
f i ni t el y so- a l l we can s end ar e f our men t o t he Of f i ci a l Fte s t Camp of t he
t i r Forc e .   'he war i s get t 3ng "ruf f er " f or t he k 3$t h . Ca kpensat i on i n
t hou  h i n t he f o  sa of l ot.Q of mai l .    

  S t and- down- - af t er ev er yvn e ha d g one t o br i ef i t g o f c our s e .   ai n l a t e i n
t he ev eni ng a f t er a s unny ddy i n Co r s i ca . Un a pr ac t i c e f orma t i on f l i ght
o f f i v e pl a nes t hi s af t er noon l ed by Ga pt .  s v a d, a  3- 2 5 f ra n one of t he
ot her gr oups f al l i n a nd f l ew al ong . Ca pt x s wa d was debat i ng about buzzi  g
t he 321 at f i el d but dec i ded a gai ns t i t . He wa s r eal l y gl a d t ha t he hs d
bec aus e wh en he got down he f ound out t ha t Br i g-;  en Knapp and t he C

.o
l onel

. , xho i s CQ of t h e Group   rer e i n t he s t rang e pl ane . heav an r eal a,y smi l ed
on Ca pt   s wa d t o da y . Na vi ga t i on   ac t i c e f l i gh t f or t wo new enl i s t ed
bolnbar di er s .  ' ' st ed 1  en ' s Cl ub r eopened t oni   ht .- - -  - 11   eat t er r ecc e a t 0530 hou.rs . 3t and- cb wn a f t er Og30 hour s- - af t er l ead cr   rs
and phosphorous el em  t ha d-gone out t o br i ef i ng . Our guar d syuK.dron has
left us so there is much weeping and tearing of hair because now every man
  ri l l t7u11 Quar d f or t hr ee . ,  es . t hr ee whol e da ts .

]
_
2 5t and- down . Co l d . i  i n , s l ae t and lx  l e s t a r t ;;d down a bout no on .  r.ui e t

al l day . ] 1o m.a
i l . I n t h e morni ng a new c r err was gi v eri e  erg ancy   roc edur e

on 'Ehe s c hool shi p . Liovi e a t :  C a t 190 0 ho   rs . "iia ps oc y i n Bl ue" .
i'hundar and l i Rht eani ru  t oni.t  t and :uor e B  I .'N  !HAII    N.

],3
St and- down .    ea t her r ec c e t urned back a t Levdnt o as t he wedt her wa s i m-
p   e t ra bl e . S- 2 br i ef ed c r avrs a11 af t er noon on E &   n a p; Yugos l avi a s a f e
ar eas , par t i s a ns , e t c ; n aw raa t er i al on I Lal y ; and on Geru  +ny and x us t r i a .
SUUadro n mee t i ng at 1630 ho ur s a t whi ch   a   Ca s s dda t o l d t h© whol e Sc,ua dr o n
about t he new guar d s   s t   rn. U50 s how a t r,±tG t on i ght , a nd o f cour s e rai n

_ al l n3,a
ht . _ __11 ,

St and- down .   ai n unt i l 10 00 hour s . 7dr  y one"bvi cer s l ep t . Th e movi e , "Hol l y-
woa l Ca nt een" wa s s hown a t t h e SL'rll i s t ed  .:en ' s Cl ub i n t he c3v eni .n  ._1$   eat her r ec ce of f at 0710 hours . Twel v e pl anes a nd thre e as an ant i - f l ak
el ement t o nl a rai l bri d ;a, I t al y . 955  boi  bi ng accurs cy , i :or e pra uot i ons
o  ' cambat aersonnel . ,]b St anc  diown .   nd r or e r a i n and rao re mud . Forn at i on l ect ur e by Capt liach-
t el i , c ps Of f i c er , to  ai l ot s and co- pi l ot s .

 ..
,

     

    J t '    '   `- -
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Sh ee t No . _ „

 
_

  a t rJi a r y , 1  St h Bomb Squ,adr on i  l e s a n L G, Cor s i ca

  on t h v f Ja nua r y , 19k 5 • r r epar ed b y Tf Sg t Don J . Go r a ns on , l .8
8t h bomb Sq s - 

Uh Y   il   L̀"S

17 Si  ct een pl a n es , t hr ee an t i - f l ak el en en t , t o Ca l  
.
i
,a n o r a i l br i dg e , I t a l y .

81,  bomb i n  a c cur a c Y. Cr ew f ]
,  i r  s ec r e t mi ss i on s a t F7

.vr   c e bac k t o da Y•
1 8 yl ev en ol a n es t o Sd n la c h el e r a i l di v er s i vn br i dg e , Tt a l y . 1()    b omb i ng

a c c ur a c y . Lt : o s en t ha l , who wa s on DS y+i t h t h e   l Ot h Gr o up t o l ea r n a bout
Sh or a n , ba ck t oda v .   o ruor e o f f i c er s t o t h e i:a nn ea , I  an c e r e s t ca  p . _19 S t a nd- doYrn  - a f t er a1 1 t h e cr en s wa.. ̂ e do +n a t br i ef i ng .   spec t  .ng a 1  0 mph
ga l e . 5--2 go t a n ew j ae p . St eak f o r s u pp er or r a t h er wha t t h e meww ha l l
b ovs c a l l s t eak- -  uak es on e wond er a b ou t t he r uJ b er s h or t a   e .

20   e ].v e p]s .n es t o 3  ' an t o Iuor t h ma r s ha l l i ng ya r d s , I t a l y . 1(  bombi ng a c c-
ur a c y a nd a b eau t i f ul c ov er a g e o f t h e t a r g et wi t n a l l pa t t er ns .
Today i s one of gr i ef f or t h e Squa dr on as l st Lt Cl ar ea c e i, . tia yn es of t he
S- 2 5ect i on pa s9ed awa y . He wa s onl y i n t he hos pi .t al a shor t t i  ae . Lt

• Ha yn es wa s f r i en ds wi t h ev er yon e t  rid a l l r egr et t sd :.i s pa s si r g a tiYa y . He
wa s bur i ad i n t h e p l li ed ;.ii l i t ar Y Cemet er y Sou t h o f i  a s t i a .  _ --2 1   :i s s i on wi t h t wel v e  tl a n es t o San iv.

i c h el
.e r a i l di v ar s i on br i dg e , I t a l y .

, , 10 0r  bombi ng a c cu r a cy . 6 U wi t h Lt Sf   :ps on , pi l a t , Lt Gr eeni g , eo - pi l o t  
Sf Sgt J . C. t'Zi c e , b oiab ar di er , Sg t Sni pl ey , r a di o  unn ar , 5 g t Hi ck s , t ur r e t -

. gunner, and Sgt Jackson, tail-gunner crashed into $Y on the turn off the

• • t a r g e t kn ocki ng t h e fia i l g un n e ~, Sg t h .  3 . Por t er ( on rii s s ec ond t our j ou t
of t h e pl a n e . lti o on e k nows axa c t l y how i t ha p pen ed a n d ev er yon e ha d t o
wr i t e ou t hi s i n t ar pr e t a t i on f or Gp s t o gi v e t o Gr oup .   Sg t Ta f oya wa s
s ch edul ed t o f l y on 8 U bu t wa s t a k an of f t o go wi t h t he ba nd t o Tl l p u s s e
a n d ev en t h en t h e pl a n e i n whi ch h e wa s f l  ri ng : $ Y, ma d e a c r a s h l andi n  ._

- 22 Si x pl anes t o Sa n   .i chel o r ai l di v er s i on br i dge, I t al y .   bi.g mi s 8. + e
now have Lt Col Ca e

_

sada and Ca pt Uuda .
_ _ _23 a t and- down- - a f t er cre ws ha d gone out t o br i ef i ng .   leat her poorh er ae nd

ov er I t a l
,y . I n t h e mor ni r,g   a j - Gen Ca ruion pr es en t ed a s t r ea.mer r epr e s   n-

t i ng our Di s t i r g ui s h e d Uni t Ba dg e f or out s t a ndi r  wor ki n t h e   .ini s i a n a nd
Si c i l i an Ca mpai ,gn s .  a s o we n ow r.a v e t wo raor e ba t t l e s t a r s- - on e f or Fr a nc e
a n d one f or t h e I'•o ne n r no Camaa i  ; n . IJew c r s w i n .- - - - - - - - - -21} S t an d- down , bu t a s un ny da y h s r e . i+c w c r ev+ wa s br i e f ed by 5- 2 on     :  .
  .waor s s t a r t i ng up a ga i n t o   ,h e ef f ec t t iia t we ' r e mo vi ng .   .1 1 l eRv es a r e

  ea n c el l ed . iZe d Cr os s cof f e e a n d d oughnu t s i n t h e 1  e s s ha J
.
l . w i denc e of

un r es t i n t h e a i r b y r urao r s of f l y i r  b o ab a i Le s b ei n g con s t r uc t ed u p i n
t h e luor t  i er n par t o f I fi.a l y .

25 S t gnd- down . Th e p i l ot on 8 H c oul dn   t g et t h e no s e wh ee l down s o h e ma.d e
a ni c e l an di nR wi t h i t u p . Si x r  en t o Ca pr i r es t cam  . bu,aj

.
l .

26 d own . I n t en ni
.
t   n tr a i n •sh owar s a l l da y . Gun n er y t r a i n i ng t o s t a r t

u p a aa i n- - mus t b e t h e   ov e ha s b een put o f f .
2 7 'j we l v e   n e s t o Ca l c i n a t o r d i l b r i d g e , I t a.

l y ,
b u t d i d n ' t b a ,ub d u e t o c l o ud

c o v er a g e o v er t h e t a r g e t . Co l d u p s t a i r s a n d a i r v er y t u r b u l en t .
$ H a f t er

. r- • , 
•r .-r -          
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Sheg t ho . , 
1

,_,_
z+ar Di ax'y , l  t h   omb   q ua dr on •a l esa n L/ G, Go r s a.ca

  ion t h o P Ja nuar y , 1 9  .5 • Pr epur ed by T/ 5   t Dvn   . Gv r  :rls on, l .F3
8t h i3omb Sc; S--2

L„ y LV1    Ta

dr op  i ng i t s del
.a y borab wa r  t u s s c3d a bout by t h e wi nd a nd }  d a not    er bomb

c rn s h t hro ugh t h e bc,ab ba y do or s a nd had a t hi r d bomb irang by on e s ria c kl e .
$ y ha d a f i r e i n t tre r i bht engi «e a nd l and ed s i r,  l e engi .ne wi t h i t s f ul l

l oa d of bombs . '11wo ca s es of   hi s key and t } r ee ca s es of beer war e s t o l en
l a s t ni ht f r t he   Yf i c er s   Cl ub .

2  3 i l  el v e pl a nes t o t he ::ov er et o ra i l br i dg e , I t a l y . l+ bviabi ng ac cur ac y .
I Ione or ra t her s ca nt ack- a ck but v er y Lur bul ant wi nds   ar e t h e onl y excus es
f or t h e l ow perc ent a  e .

29 Snow o n t he gr ound   ih en v  e ar oke t 'r i s rlo r ni
.ng Gnd t h  nks.r 

t ner e woul d b e

a s t and- doy n zi e wer e al mo st ca ught s hor t . i1++el v e Y l a•nes t o ok of f i n a

mi s t t o bvrab UP1l i a n o rs.
i l br i dg e ir   , I t a l y .  ̀ ie f i r s t box bomb  t h e

pr3mar y t ar   e t a nd go t Sl  ;o bovbi ag ac c ura c y w}u l e  th e s ec:ond box ba abed th e
t he al t er na t e ,   rcar i a rai l br i dg e , l t a l   , V i th a s c cr s o f on1 y

50ia•
3U Thi r t e en pl a nes t o Lbvi s ,  a r s ha l l i r.  , ya r ds , I t a l y .   i s wa s an eraer; enc y

t t •r g et   i v en at t } re l a s t r,ri r,ut e i n vr der t o t r y t o s t op t tivo Gerc  n bi v i s i o ne
f ro m g et t i :l g out of I t al y . T1ie  :  .r s ha l li ng ya r ds wn s t h vr oughl y hi t an d

" we a   ai n   o  t our 100 r bombi nt  .ac cuzb.c ;r. i  eti'  c r   +  i n . __
31 •  ì'

 
f t e   pl a nes t o iiv v c r e t o rai l s t a t i on :  c d c:  r s ha l l z.n  ;T  r ds , I ta l y .
  borrlbi : ,g a c cur ac y . Zh e   $8 t h f o r t hg mont h o f   antu  r y had 1 7   i s s i ons

    wi t h 1$8 s or t i es . I t dr opp9d   53 , 2U0 pounds of bac:lbs . Un t he sf f i c i enc y

r e   o r t s i t raxiked f i r s t , a.nd t ha Gua r d L ount Na s t he o es t i n t ne Gr oup .

•

*

. 1 ,  --      -    
 . . -

, y   
a,f     ..,  
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