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Sheet No, 1 War Dfary, 466th Bomb Squa.dron

(M ) Aleaen h,
/G, Coraica

-

.  onth of Dsaember 1944. Prepdred by TlSgt Don J. Goraaeon, 488th Bomb 3q

DAY EVSNTS

1 t,and-  m or the 4 t , oo ba sti the big a trac ion an each

eaction has its own team aad oheering seation out on the field back of
the Officera' area. A gunner ran wild up in Bastia thia aft®rnooa. This
ia the seaond time this partioular man bas gone TAEFIT since he  oined
thie Squadron. GI aolored sho* at the Ameriean Red Crosa Club turned out
to be rstt intereBtin ,   ro nens arews in fresh Prom ths 3tatea.

2 Yise on o oQSr o ra r e, y was the ops or ers o e u
it turaed out that due to heary Plak our firet boa   .s

the only one to
bomb the priaary target •  ioh they hit and got 1009  on, The second boz
bombed i(s atua north rail bridge, Italy but dida't get any pictures. It

 as a "hot" mission.  le4en out of twelve planes were holed a.ad one bora-
ba rdi er s l i ht l woundei -, .

3 - own o iaia ly but  e ha a .ea her rscce e oP at 0645 hours.
Brrrr. Three ahatP ships  ere scheduled to Ply with one of the other
squadrons but atter a three hour  rait the target was changed and chaff no
l onge r ne eded .   i3   GHLI G  OF TR  D B,Y i s Urder s t o pr oe eed t o t he D'8
for siateen enliated men snd tsn oPfioore csa e through lnte in the a1t̀er 
noon. 41hen the combat personnel hew e had their "rest" the gro nd personnel

  will atill be over here to  elcam e thea baak Por their seaond tour oF duty.
4 te nd-down. ixteen p anea sohe u e to go two hot targeta. The

bo3ro e<ere relieved to say the least. Lota oF celebretions going on du•
' to e.

ll the orders coming in for the combat men to go r.cme. Preaentation
- of etreaners Por the Presidentidl Unit Citation received for the T tnisfan

and Sivilian Campaigna. It's rumored that there are t ro more citatioa
oluEters on the way. y::ox tonight,

"Sa il the Conquering Hero", prettZr
ood f or n. f l d -wavi n movi e .

5 t an - o.  n . C+bral t a r pl ane bs,ok t oday but  ri h no l f quor f or t he n f at -
ed Men 'e Club as it's atill in 1Cadrid. It looks like a dry Christmas for
the Enlisted Men Lm less aormething else pops up. Today the 488th toueh
footb ,ll aeaeon fYnished up in the "C Ratfon BoWI" with the gunners plap-
ing t}!e headquarters men. The game ended in e 12 to 12 tie making tha
gunner s a 11SquQdr on ohampi ons .ri t h a i z x i.na , 1 de f eat and 1 t i e . Rumor a
aro floating thicd and Paet today; no one a1loWed to ride ae pasaenger in
our laaes, no nlanea allowed to land at aa of the Rome airf;elda etc.

6 te nd-doan. irst Chriatmae mail in--Qorts bags of it. Two mail oalls.
R nor hae it that the boat in Baatia ie  ust beginning to unload. C  s oP
the co-pilots being ahacked out as firat pilot ran S L into the ditch otP
the hardatand--at least one aex prop aad enginv needed. Squadron got a
load of lumber for building vp of tents. It a kind of late for the old

men but the fortunate aew meun cea use it. Sgt Driva and his helpers s.re
building aa enlis ced mens elub on the north end of the football Pield.
Four nex arems in aad grins are all over -cae faoes of the oombat crews.
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Sheet No . 2 Rar Di nr y , 488t h Bomb 3 que dr on (3[} Al e aan L  G, Cnr s i aa:
. -

• l  ant h of Deo eaaber 1944 . Pr epar ed b y T  Sgt Lon J . C  rane on , 4 88t h Ecmb 3q

. Dgy E'YEiiTS

? +,s  n - own, r y rri t h i n ermi t t ant s ho:  ers ,   a   aa a hour s

xith more packagea. M,Q or Cassada, doiag a little early  aorzing duak

hunting, bagged three. Same setup for tomorrow as for todaf, 1100 hour's
briePing, 1030 hours pre-briePing wi.th

the eame hot target, Collisno rail

bridge, italy.
Three officers and se en enliated men left for home.

Cairo ahip back.  h:ch ®zoesa weight ia being  ro rked off on our newly
finiehed baakatbr ll oourt.

g tan - o,vn, s nig prow er8 ro s in o he paraahute pre d a4n e
Iine and atole four 'chutes. S-2 gave an E  C T lsature this afternoon to
the Pour new creia. ' ? ey also reoeiYed a leature on radio releaae and

Norden procedure. Reoeived a near ground man xith thirty-one months over-
seds time. Se ea thousand s s were brou ht back on the Cairo sbi .

- 9 n -down. A utiful s inny day a A esan, Reaae over us about
1330 hour s .   a vapor t ra i l pa s ' e a di re c t l y  ov er  :e . The re   s muc h

ar gui s g s a t o whet her i t uas a P- 38 or Jn- 88 . C ue aa qui t e a f ew wi 11

bruah tha aab ebs fr̀om their alit treaohea this aPternoon. blew arewa re-
ceived indoctrinntion on the sahool ship this afternoon whiah inaludsd

aa s , oi l and emer ena s -  t e ns .
' Miseion to RoPerto rai bri3ge, Italy an go an y , u  ri on y one

  hit on the bridge itselP. Twa Me 109'a made a pass at the for mstion but

no damage waB done--either ua.y. Package mail call for 1T3 J houra. Fried

• • chioken and fresh msshed otatoes for s ar toni ht.
' d een p e orma i

.on o t i venza ron ar_ rai bridoe, y

w3.
th no aak-ack at the targ®t and only or_a

burat an   y out over ths

aoast. No   il, No nothin --'uat lain ahil].•
CorsicR wi.n

ter.
2 t an - dowon . Rout i n e , c a   r_ h paaka gRa and r e gul ar m ai l at

1T30 hours . Lt ]  eDona l d i e no r laio m as Capt a i n KeDona l d , a l eo  ne ha  e
let ht Tarter, PfePfer  znd Rosenthal,
St and- own . The i rs t s gr ga  

.
t hs,d a Chr i s t ma a t r e e pu up i n t he Sq u  d-

ron area. Maybe Chris-tmas is really oaming to Ccraica. Today was a
l uoky da y Po r 3 gt Knrn Rl ea oP Comu  uni cat i ona . 8 Y brought i t s bombe back
from a miasion and Knoxl®e dscided to try the intervolometer manually.
It worked and only too w ell aa four armed thouaaad pounders aams t  abling
out, 8 Y was deeerted in a matter oP seaonds.

4 1Eission to road and rail bridge, Italy at Chivasso. 1 oP courae,
488th beat the 489th in bs.sketball. -

S ssion to Yoghera rail bri  e, ta y. e bombe bu clouds obacure
all pieture ts3cing ao we -  t no score. U30 entertainera, three guys and
thrse girls, ate with ua tonight. Had very good roaat ohiaken. They
put on a good show at thA Red Cross Club for both Of 'iaera and E  liated
Men. Gas maek and gun inspeotion,

Ner aleeping bags in at supply.
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Sheet No, 3 war Diary, 488th Bomb Squadron (B ) Alesan I G,  orsica
-

.  onth of Deaembor 1944. Prepared by T/Sgt Don J. Goranson 488th bomb Sq

. DAY E1IENTS

Lfi Stand-down. E4erybedy hagpy because the target Re had ss s ao milk run.
Our Christmas tree waa trimmed  rith chaff and it really aparklea xhen the
aun shines on it.  iail:il Yeeting of xhole Squadron at 1600 houre a.u

d
ldajor Caesada told us Re Rere the only oaes to receive a rating of ez-
cellent for everything from the gII Air Force ;nanectors, After thia
mee t i ng Capt ltidi n t a, ac t i ng a d  ut ea  t erhi l e Capt Tay l o e i a i n Ca i r o, r es d
t h e Art i a l e a o f Vfar and Capt l ar i na ga ve a s ea l ec t ur e . And ao s not he r
eaoitin da overseas ia over.

1? S+.and-doen due to weather in Italy.  inwever it  ae a beauti 1 day here,
T o of the squadron p®t dogs .ere killsd this morning -playing ia the
mi ddl e of t he roa d. Rome t r i o of f . 3/ Sgt 3t or ey , ground c re   man S'r eoa
Communioationa, left for the Statae.

8 tan wn. Ra and rk a . Ma 1 and ac a es in.
n - iowa. in a y. Mai . Cap go , qua on ng oer

left for home toda ,
Stand-down . Rain a.

ll day. Lt da ate rte e claea in navigatioa for
nine ealisted msn,

21 b  ,  ind and cold all day A iD a mission. Ta  1Qa dircraPt to our seoond
  alternate, Chiari rail bridga, Italy, 100  bombing e.ocuracy. 6 N landed
'  ith g flat tire and a  rouaded tail gunner. A piea e of flak creased ths

, gunner's helmet and  rent rig t on through. If it wasntt Por that helmet
he  ouldn 't be here toda .  2 St and- do  n. Ra i n e l l dqy , s e a i rc raf t We re s  reat ed i n t hi s mora i n g
through  he poor visibility,

2  St an - down . Sa gi neer - g .uiners  rer e g i von t h e i r ch  i c e of a good t hi a g t o -
day--to finiah their tours ofd uty, go hvme for a thirty day s"urlough and
t hee  r e t urn and f l y a t hous and houre a e a s eaond t our  a i t h t he ATC oet t i nb
t i me euid a ha l f ared i t Po r t he i r c ombs.t hour s . Pa cka ge c a l l at 1?30
hours, $gin.

24 Stan -doRn . Ra n and sno  , wet snovr. an paoka gee . Crristmae
ohser" atarted to flo r in the sfternoon and continued Rell into the n ight.
Th s n ex En l i a t e d D e n s Cl ub   ra o i n f u l l awi ng Pr om 1 9 C0 ho u r a on , Ame r i e an  
liquor helped the Yu letide apirit soar. Several "l  iendly " Fighte  ust
kept the party going.  idnight mase at the Red Cross C lub . One officer
cracked up a  eep . _ _25 Christmaa Day i Complete atsnd• do n. A few black eye3 and a bandage
here and there but all in good apirits. Deliaious turkey dinaer in the
afternoon, Mo.ie csncelled due to ereather.

26 Mission to Colliano rail bridge, Italy. ]4iased. Got 66 . I{nocked our
bombing accuraoy averaga in the head. No  it'a only 91.66 . An epidenio
of the GI's miaed up the sohedula but finally everything   a set. Paper
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;  onth of Dece mber 1944. Prepared by T S t Don J. Goranson 488th Bomb Sq

• DAY EzIEIr S

bags, boxes, peila, helmeta--anythinb that oould be presaed into ear4ioe

vs .s t akon a l ong - - and s ome wer e us ed .  a:g a mai 1 and packe ge aa 13 at
1730 hours.

2 mi s e f ons t oday , i r s t one t o    or ovni c a rai 1 vi a duct , ugos l avi a aad

second to Colliano rail bridge, Italy. Both 1001 sissions, Qne engineer
er t ranaf er r ed t o 57t h  i i n t o nct s s e   i nee r r l t h ATC.

2 Mi s s i on t o Bor o  n i ca ra i l   i a duc t , ugoe l qv i s but x ea t her oo ba d eo bombs
brought baak. Four *n re comba.t men receivvd their orders to depsrt fb r
t he US wi t hi n ae v ent y - +.wo hour s , Gi bra l t ar p l ane l ef t t o pi ck up t he
l i quor , hope t hey me.ke i t t hi e t i me . One new cr ew i n f r om t he St at e s .

29 Idot t a di Li v en s a yvas t he t a r ge t t oday-o wii i c h 100  x t  s $eo r ed . Our me -
dica lost four men to Group due to chang© in T O, l  il eund packsges in,
E; t -seve  areu members sa  movie on ditahin roeedure.

o i an o an Cr e  a r cti br i dg es wer e bomba t o2.  .y * i t h t .ro 0 . -  
hr f e f ed t h e nex ar ee< on E and E mat er i s l . : t v 6 c ° t i ce r s l e f t f or home .
Uur f i r s t bou bombed Ddan a re. .

l r i dba, I t  , y and a i s s ed but d d.n   e t
any pic+a res and so were ea ed. Tho seoond boa bombed Colliano rqil
bridge, itRly and got 100 . Five Enlisted men left for ho!ne and ordera

  oAr,e i n f o r t •  o v!'f i c s : s .   e now ::a ve Capt Gr os s and ?at Lt Gs ra.ns on .
  ua,:

l and packegee again.

_
For ths month of Dece nber the 488th has flown 14 miasions with 161 sortie  = 

, and hs.e dr opped 495, 200 pounds of bombs f or ar. ac cure.cy av er age of
93.51
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