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Sheet No, 1 Wer Diary, 488th Bomb Squadron (M) Alesan L/G, Corsica

Month of December 1944, Prepared by T/Sgt Don J, Goramson,  488th Bomb Sq

DAY EVENTS

1 Stand-down for the 450th, Football still the big attraction and each
section has its own team and cheering section out on the field back of
the Officers' ares. A gunner ran wild up in Bastia this afternoon, This
is the second time this particular man has gone TARFU since he joined
thie Squedron, GI colored show at the American Red Cross Club turned out
to be E"tl"i interestin Two new crews in fresh from the States.
Mission overto rd.lsﬁridge. Italy was the ops orderx of the dmy but
it turned out that due to heavy flak our first box was the only one to
bomb the primary target which they hit and got 100% on, The second box
bombed Mantua north rail bridge, Italy but didn't get any pictures. It
was & "hot" mission, Eleven oubt of twelve planes were holed and one bom-.

bardier slightly wounded., :
rm:ao—'n_gmuinuy Put we had & weather recoe take off at 0b4b hourss
Brrrr. Three chaff ships were scheduled to fly with ome of the other
squadrons but after a three hour wait the target was changed and chaff no
longer needed. HIGHLIGHT OF THE DAY is Orders to proceed to the US
for sixteen enlisted men snd ten officers ceme through late in the after-
noon, When the combat persomnel have had their "rest" the ground personnel
will still be over here to welcome them back for their second tour of duty.
~down, BSirteen planes scheduled to go to two "hot" targets, The
boys were relieved to say the least, Lots of celebrations going on due
to nll the orders coming in for the combat men to go home. FPresentation
of streamers for the Presidential Unit Citation received for the Tunisian
and Sicilisn Campaigns. It's rumored that there are two more citation
olusters on the way. Show tonight, "Hail the Conquering Hero", pretty
ood for a flag-waving movie. :

5 Stand-down, Cibraltar plans back today but with mo liquor for the Enlist-
ed Men's Club a8 it's still in Madrid. It looks like a dry Christmas for
the Enlisted Men unless something else pops up. Today the 488th touch
football season finished up in the "C Ration Bowl" with the gumers play-
ing the headquarters men. The game ended in & 12 to 12 tie making the
gunners allSquadron champions with six wins, 1 defeat and 1 tie. Rumors
are floating thick and fast today; no one allowed to ride as passenger in
our planes, no planes allowed to land at eny of the Rome airfields etc.

6 Stand-down. HE:E Christmas mail in--forbty begs of it. 1Iwo mail oalls,
Rumor has it that the boat in Bastia is just beginning to unload. OUne of
the co-pilots being checked out as first pilot ran 8 L into the ditch off
the hardstand--at least one mew prop and engine needed. Squadron got a
load of lumber for building up of temts. It's kind of late for the old
men but the fortunate new men can use it. Sgt Driva and his helpers are
building an enlisted mens club on the north end of the football field.
Pour new crews In and grins sare all ever the Taces of the combad orews.
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Sheet No. 2 War Diary, 488th Bomd Squadron (X) Alesan 1/G, Corsioa

—_—

Month of December 1944, Prepared by T/Sgt Doan J. Goranson, 488th Bomb Sq

DAY EVENTS

e y with intermi t showers. il call a urs
with more packages. Major Cacsada, doing & little early morning duck
hunting, bagged three. Same sotup for tomorrow ss for today, 1100 hours
briefing, 1030 hours pre-briefing with the same hot target, Colliano reil
bridge, italy. Three officers and seven enlisted men left for home.
Cairo ship back. MNuch excess weight is being worked off on our newly
finished basketball court,

~down, 8 prowlers broke 0 parachute "pre on

line and s%ole four 'chutes, S-2 gave an E & E lecture this aftermoon %o
the four new crews, They also received a lecture on radio release and
Norden procedure. Received s new ground man with thirty-one months over-
geas time, Seven thousand eggs were brought back on the Cziro ships
o 5 Btand-down. L beautiful sunny day &t Alesan, Recce over Just ADOUb
1330 hours. Iis vapor trail passes directly over us, There was much
arguing as to whether it was a P-38 or Ju-88, Cuesz quite a few will
brush the cobwebs from their slit trenches this afternoon, New crews re-
ceived indoctrinetion on the school ship this afterncon which included
8, 0il and emergenoy systems.
Mission verto rail bridge, ltaly and got only G0% but With only one
$ hit on the bridge itself. Two Me 109's made a pass at the formation but
no damsge was done--either way, Package mail call for 1730 hours. Fried
chicken and fresh mashed potatoes for supper tonight. X

1T Eighteen plane formation E'o' Wotte di Livensza road and rail oridge, ltaly
with no ack-ack at the target and only ome burst on way out over the
coast, No mail., Yo mothinge-=-just plain chilly Corsica winter.

2 wn., Routinse. os packages and regular mail at
1720 hours. Lt McDonald is now kmown as Captainm MeDonald, also we have
1st 1t Tarter, Pfeffer and Rosenthal.

nd-down, e first sgr had & Christmas troe put up in the Squad-
ron area., Maybe Christmas is really coming to Corsica, Today was &
lucky day for Sgt Knowles of Commumicationa. 8 Y brought its bombs back
from & missicn snd Knowles dedided to try the intervolomebter manually,
It worked and only too well as four armed thousand pounders ocame tumbling
out, 8 Y was deserted in & matter of seconds.

14 Mission to road and rail bridge, ltaly at Chivasso, 100% of course,
488th beat the 485th in basketball,

1% M sslon to Voghera rail bridge, Italy. We bombed but clouds obseured
all picture taking so we got no score, USC entertainers, three guys and
three girls, ate with us tonight, Had very good roast chicken. They
put on a good show at the Red Cross Club for both Officers and Enlisted

len. Gms mesk end gun Imspection. New sleepinz Degs I at supply.
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Sheet No, 3 War Diary, 488th Bomb Squadron (M) fTesan /G, Sersics

Month of December 1944, Prepared by I/Sgt Don J. Goranson 483th bomb Sq

DAY EVENTS

L€ Stand-down, Everybody happy because the target we had was ne milk run.
Qur Christmas tree was trimmed with chaff and it really sparkles when the
sun shines on it, Maillll Meeting of whole Squadron at 1600 hours and
Major Cassada told us we were the only ones to receive a rating of ex~
¢ellent for everything from the XII Air Force inspectors, After this
meeting Capt Minte, aeting adjutant while Capt Tayloe is in Ceiro, read
the Articles of War and Capt Marino gave a sex lecture. And so another
exciting day overseas is over.

17 Stand-down due to weather inm ltaly, However it was & beautiful day here,
Two of the squadron pet dogs were killed this morning==playing in the
middle of the road. Rome trip off, 85/Sgt Storey, ground crew msn from

Communications, lef't for the States,

8 Stand-d Rainv and ds a dav.

0 Stan Rain a

left for home today.

70 Stand-down. Rain ell day, Lt Duda estarted e class in navigation for
nine enlisted men.

21 Sun, wind and cold all day AND & mission. IWelve eireraft %o our second
alternate, Chiari rail bridge, Italy. 100% bombing accuracy. B N landed
with a flat tirs and a wounded tail gunner. A pieve of flak creased the
gunner's helmet and went right onm through. If it wasn't for that helmet
he wouldn't be here today.

22 Stand-down. Rain &ll day, OIhree sircralt were "sweated in" Uhis morming
threuell tThe poor visibility. E )

2% Stand-down, Lngineer-gunners were given their choice of & good thing to-
day=-~to finish their tours of duty, go home for a thirty day furlough and
then return end fly a thousand hours as a second tour with the ATC getting
time and a half oredit for their combet hours. Package call at 1730
hours, Rain.

74 Stand-down, Raln and snow, wet snow, WLall and Dackmges, 'Christmas
cheer" started to flow in the afterncon and continued well into the night.
The new Enlisted Mens Club was in full swing from 1900 houre on, American
liguor helped the Yuletide spirit soar. Several"friendly " Fights just
kept the party going. Midnight mass at the Red Cross Club., One officer
eracked up & jeep. -

25 Christmas Dayjil Complete standedown, A few black eyes and a bandage
here and there but all in geod spirits. Delicious turkey dinner in the
afternoon, MNovie cancelled due to weather,

26 Missjon to Colliamo rail bridge, ltaly, MNissed, Got G6js Knocked our
bombing accuracy average in the head. Now it's only 91.66%. An epidemioc

of the GI's mixed up the schedule but finally everything was set. Paper
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