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S h e e t No . 1 l i a r Di a r y , l   3  t h Bou b Sq d n . Al e s an L / G , Co r s i c a

    :ont h of J ul y , 1 944 . Pr ep a r ed by Capt .   re r et t B. Thoma s , l 88t h Bomb Sq

DAY EPEATTS
1 Mission to Canneto Tunnel, Italy . Routine.
2 Twel v e sh i p mi s s i on t o Ost i p,  .

i a f u el dur.  , I t a1 y , 100p bomb i n  accu r acy .
3  ission to Ferrara fuel dump, Italy. Hot target, lost 8 L Rith Cooper,

pilot, r ahlstrom, co-pilot, Pinkard, bombardier, Petty ohn, radio-gunner,
Kr au se , gtuln e r ,    ynn , t a i l - gunne r and Capt Cr o s s ma n , Br i t i s h ALO f o r t he
Gr oup . I t wa s t h e c apt a i n ' s f i r s t mi s s i on .

1  St an d- down al l da y .   ;a i l . New s h i p an d cr ew i n . Squ adr on mee t i ng t o-
night. Lt Murphey gave nart of the squadrvn history. The i 88th has an
average of $5.00 bond per maa xhich is  2,00 over the average, 488th's
ahead in ecverythin . _ .5 St a nd- do rvn af t e r 1 400 hou r s .  Yeat h er ov e r i n I t a7

.y mu s t be b ad . Ner+'
s hi p an d cr ew i n a  ?ai n t oday . Capt I{orra r d wa s bu r n i ng s o©e t r as h i n f r ont
o f h i s t ent and a s hel l went of f . I 'u s t hav e b e en a 20 mm f r om t h e s ound
 f it, t3obod hurt, ht Per ot his ca tainc .
Two missions today. rirst to Pi

.anora rail bridge and second to Parma,
both in Italy . Faur planes led in all. Doth 100  in bo nbin? accuracy.
& lot of credit belongs to T

 
gt Bronson, radio- ;unner, who even though

he hadn't been ordered to do so, had trie r resence of rnind enough to turn
on the camera an d  ot the only Taictures of the mission.

' 7 One olane nickelling mission to Arezzo area, Italy. Higii winds blowing
a l l day . Goo d s how at ni ght , "" h at A   on ant' wi t h Br i an Aher n an d Ros t -
lind Russell. Another new ship and crew in.  S Two missions to Dstiglia fuel dump, Italy. Both 100  bombing accuracy
missions an d bath beautiful patterns. Early morning practice m.

ission
aga i n . T/ 0 a t 01  30 hou r s . Capt Thomas t ook some pi ct u r e s at t he s qu ad-

_
r on mee t i n   t on i   ht .  

9 Stand-down.  ieather. Short heavy rain around noon Rith intermittent
showers in the afternoon. Gas chamber drill today with line men going
through in the morning an d area men in the afternoon. E rerybody going
to get a trip to Rome. Baseball tonight betrreen 'gbth and '88th.  .3

8th
won 2 t o 1 . Lot of :na i l and n a c ka   ,e s . Cook s ' do g had her l i t t e r of vu p s
last nipht.

10 h ission to Rovigo M , Italy. Only squadron that 1 . Seems our bomb-
ar d i e r s c an ' t mi s s . F i v e men l ef t on 30 day l eav e s t oday .

11 3tand-down today . At the squadron meeting l ist night Lt   urphey made the
s t a t ement t h at Capt Hovra r d , ou r a c t i r  C0 , ha s t h e h i ghe st numb er of mi s -
s i on s of any on e i n t he Gr ouh , and Caot Howa r d s a i d t ha t s a f a r f o r t he
month the k88th is the highest in the GrouP with a bombing accuraey aver-
a a e of 96  . Eb e r ybody s wea t i n g who ' s Aoi

.np. t o b e t h e f i r st on e t o mi s s
a tar ;et instead of xho's  oin  to h_ a tar et.

12 Two missions today to Zoapli rail viaduct an d Reggio A . At Zoagli  ̀
had 4 ships holed an d one man had minor wounds. Air medals are t0 b  ǹi t
in a ain. Red alert toni ht at 23l 5 hours but nothin  came of it.
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Sheet No . `   ar Di ary , l,.8 3t h Bor b Sadn . Al e s an L/ G, Cors i c a

  L'ont h of J ul v , 1 9LFl .. Pr enared by Capt . E  rer e t t B . Thornas , 1{$$t h Bomb Sa

DAY Ly   S
13 Trvo missions today, both to Ferrara rail bridges, Italy. Got 92 and

100  . Sex l ec t ur e pi c t ur e bef or e mai n pi c t ure t oni ght   ni ch was "TJVo
Gi r l s an d a Sai l or" .lh Z'Relve ship mission to Corbola rail bridge, Italy. 1 a ain. Forma-tion was ed b fi ters but no clai.ms or losses.1 5 Mi

.s s i ons t o Vi l l af r anc.a rai l br i dge , I t al y i n t he mQrni ng . 100 . One
i n t h e af t ernoon t o Fe r rar a ag ai n . 1 00  . Seven pl anes and one man s er -iously  rounded. Stere got it in the h  d and Vandermuelen got it through

_
the side. Searchli ht nractice for the boys toni ht.lb Stand-down. Vandernruelen died at 0200 hours. The Ferrara bridges getting
t o be a i i az f o r us .17 T  rel v e s hi p mi.s s i on t o Al e s s an dr i a r ai l br i dg e , I t a1 y . 100  . St and- down
in the afternoon. Farly morning practice mission again . In the early

__
morninQ ack-ack guns and bombin  cou .

d be heard. Somebody catchin  hell .l g St and- down .  Neat he r i n Lt al y , but i t ' s sur e ni ce her e . New l s t s At i n
tod , Looks as thou h he'll be a nice man to work with. No mail.19 t isaion to SasauQlo rail bridge, Italy. 1 p again. Capt Ostrem back
f ro m bi s 30 dav l eav e . Tr i bbl e and Li t rn v di dn ' t come bac k . Mai l and

.
packa es in. _20 S x ahip mission to Mantua rail bridge, Italy, Lt Kok did a swell ,

job.l 11 planes salvoed and the pattern hit the direct center of the bridge.
. Picture shows that  ractically every bomb was a direct hit. B2 6 made a

_
beaut i Pul cra s h l andi nR wi t h nos e vrhe el up .   il i s t ed men no r hay e a cl ub .21 Stand-doRn. No mail. Early mornin  practice  nission. Routine.22 St and- dorin . Red al er t i n t he e arl p cuo rni n  . _23 Another 100  mission. 2his time to Ror oforte rail brid e, Italy.

F
2l,. I ii s s i on t o Chi v as s o r a i l br i dge , I t al y . 100;  aga i n . 8oas t t urkey f o r

di nne r .   a i t ' s Chr i s t ma s i n Jul , a i t t a s t ed ood .2 5 S i x s h i p mi s s i o n t o Ce r v o r a i l b r i dg e , I t al y . 1 a g a i n . St e ak f o r
supper,

26 Stand-dovm .   rerybody sweating out the end of the month, Air medals
t urni n   t he sguadr on ups i de do +m. -

27 St and- do +rn . Weat he r a  ai n . Group al er t ed f o r ai r   s e a o r l and i nv a s i on .2$ Stand-down. Rain over our target. Still on ttie alert . E eryone carry-i ng a   un around . Conv o.y s goi t  no rt h al l t he t i me .29 Stand-down. Talk by nex ALO tonight.30 ba s s i on t o Ferrara rai l br i dg es , I t a1 y . Anot her 1 00  , . Our gro up onl y
one to get to their target. Enlisted men had a meeting in the mess hall
t oni ght . l  as a "i f you ' v e go t an yt hi ng on your c he s t g et i t of f now"
kind and it went off pretty  rell . First ser aant has some  ood ideas.31 St and- down .   eans our 9? . 72p av er ag e i s s af e . :Zed al e r t dur i ng s ho  r t o -
n i ght but not hi ng c ame of f . Fl ew 1 9k s o rt i es and dropped 623 , 840 pounds
of bomb s dur i n.  t he mont h of Jul y . A r ec o rd i n any l an   u.aRe .
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