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WAR DIARY - 486TH BOMBARDVENT SQUADRON, 340TH ROMBARDMENT GROUP PERIOD COVERED:
MONTH OF JULY, AUG. .1945, STATION: RIMINI AIRFIELD: PREPARED BY: THOMAS F. WARNS,
1st LT., AIRUCORPS, 486TH BOMB SQDN.

SHERT 1. 1 SECRET

1 - Sun Practioally no one at breakfast - and amall wonders Alomg about the time
everyone gets up on Sundays (noon) an entertaining rumor began making the
rounds - all flying personnel out of the area within 48 hours. Even if
exaggerated it made for a more pleasant day. Big breakers and a hot sun
brought out an unusally large orowd to the beach this afterncon. The
day came to an urplessant close with a particularly smelly picture up st
the Croup Theater, : )

2 = ¥en  This morning the rumor was made definite, The 18 Combat Crews will talke
off early tomorrow morning for Naples, For a time i{ cs.sed the outfit
would never get starbed, Todays news boosted everyone's morale. With
the officers #lub out of business and the enlisted mens' olub practicale
1y so, it was no surprise to see a record number at the moviss It was
the second run of Practiocally Yours -- a good show,

3 = Tue The big dayl At 0800 the Combat Crews took their last look at Ricoionel
- === from 50 feet in the air, At lesst, it can bs surmised, the hoped it
was their last looks ==a All day the area wore a atrangely doserted looke.
Even the beach this afternoon was empty. Steak for dinmer as well as
supper -~ remaining behind has some compensations. Same movie tonight
as last night,

4 - Wed  Ground Echelon::iziz Very quiet holiday. Some excitement was oaused in
the evening by the first of several flares ete,
Air Bohelon::::iss Alr Crew members spent the 4th in Naples. All planes
in good shape. If the weather remains good plans are to prooceed to Tunis
on the ﬁlih.

5 = Thu Ground Echelon:::i: Another day with nothing to report,
Air Eohelon::::ts Left Naples for Tunis in good weather =~ Arrived with-
out ineident and spent the night,

§ = Fri Some new men in the Squadron today. Otherwise the day was dull and une
eventful, Tonight was the grandiclosing of the enlisted mens' club, It
closed as it had opened ==~ with a bang.

Air Bohelons:s1: Scugdron split in two. First half managed to take off
for Marrakeoch but last flight was delayed by bad weather and had to re-
main overnight,

7 = Sat Practically no work today with the exception of Supplys Agood 20 men
were busy all day, painting and stenoilling orates. This promises to
be the last of the Squadron equipment to be sc marked and shipped. ==
Rations were handed out after supper.

Air Echelon:isss Flight from Marrakioch, Meroceo to Dakar without ine
¢ident,
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The Squadron area took on en even more dessriéd sppeararice today. A4All

men flying home by ATC took off st 1900, 4 totel of 12 Officers were ou
bhaud for the nmoon meel., "he fow men Ialt spent the afterness on the beach,
Very little activity this evening outside of one small party in the course
of which a large amount of empty beer cans made their way into the street,
Air Echelonss:s:: Flight from Dekar to Roberts Field, Liberia was accomp-
snied by very bad weather all the way., Delays oan be expected if this
keeps up,

Several officers and enlisted men were transferred into the squadron today
including the flight surzedon and commnications officer, == Chow has really
become something to talk about. With all the men leaving extra rations
acoumulated, Plenty of steak twice today,

Alr Bohelont::sts ' Poor weather, Flight to Asencion delayed.

Dagon-ezgs and toast for breakfast. This was to be the day of departure
for the ground echelon but the usual postponement occurred. With the

chow situstion as good as it is not meny people care a lot about the delay,
Very quiet afternoon and evening,

Air Behelonsssss Nothing to report.

Captain Shealy promoted to Major as of yesterdays In the ahsence of Major
Hackney he has assumed command of the squadron, The few remaining squad-
ron members spent the greater part of the day on the beach,

Air Bchelonzz:zzz All flights have arrived in Asencion, Tomorrow the
last is expected to proceed to Natal.

Nothing new to report -= gquiet day.
Air Echelon:sssss Flight to Natal without incident. Good weather all the
WaYs

Rumor has it that the squadron will be in Naples before the end of the
week. The ohow continues to be excellent.

Air Eghelon:t::t21 Poor weather todsy. Everyone bought boots. By 1300
the last flight had arrived in Belim,

The aquadron mess, orderly room, and supply were closed this date. All
TAT equipment has been loaded finally and all personnel alerted for move=-
ment to Naples. This looks like it.

Air Echelon:itisss: Poor weathers No flight today.

The squadron departed in a cénvoy of 29 vehicles this morning at 0600,
Two accidents in the first two hours marred an otherwise uneventful trip.
About 1500 hours the convoy arrived in Rome after covering 220 miles. It
felt more like 500, Itglian highways apparently were not built with the
idea of comfort in mind, Everyone was glad to hit the sack early (on the
ground),

Air Echelon::::t No report.

Off again this morning at 0630, 125 miles lator the squadron arrived at
Staging Area No. 1, Baguoli Italy -- suburb of Naples, There was less
confusion existing than might have been expecteds After sampling the
evening meal it was felt that the ship could not arrive too soon,

Air Echelon::t:s: Squadron tock off via Trinidad for Pieerto Rico.

Day spent unloading equipment and getting organized. Some passes were
issued this svening - Everyone anxious to see what Naples offers in the
way of night life,

Alr Echelon:zi:s No reports
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WAR DIARY - 486TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON, 340TH BOMBARDMENT GROUPs PERIOD COVERED:

MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1946: STATION: -SEYHDUR JOHNSON FIELD, NORTH CAROLINA: PREPARED

BY: THOMAS F. WARNS, 1st LT., AIR CORPS, 486TH BOMB SQDN. : 1
: SECRET

1 thru 18 Ground Echelon on leavs,
Air Bchelontssss:s Air echelon reports in minus those men separated at
their respective reception stations. Little sctivity outside of pro=
cessing -- not much to do until the ground echelon returns.

18 Wed Many familiar faces missing as the squadrom gradually returns from leave,
With the war's end the tempo of discharges has been speeded up and many
men ars now civilians who otherwise would have returned. The orderly
room as a consequence is slightly confused as to just who is in the squad-
ronl ,

20 Thu More men reporting in today and an equally large number reporting out.
Not much activity outside of processinge

21 Fri The rumor mill in operation again, Reports have it that what is left of
the Group will proceed to Columbia 8. Cs == permanent change of station,

22 Sat thru 28
Nothing to reports All the men eligeble for immediate releass have been
processed. The remaindsr are packed and awaiting shipment to Columbise
The movement is now out of the rumor stage and is classed as official.

29 Sat Ootober lst is the day set for departure, All preparations have been made
and the baggage already loaded. The movement will be by train.

50 Sun Another day of waiting. Nothing to reports.
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