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12" Air Force, 57" Bombardment Wing
321 Bombardment Group
History: September 1944

The following is a compilation of the 32Bomb Groupés Headquarters

Squadron War Diaries. They have been transcribed word for word, from the Squadron
Histories provided by the Air Force Historical Research Agency (AFHRI&xwell Air
Force Base Al abama. At the end of each
the entry are identified bfull name, rank and dufy i n al phabeti cal
entry begins with the Tactical Operations Statement, from the dJGitates Army Air
Forces (USAAF) Chronology, for the Mediterranean Theater of Operations (MTO). The
history also includes mission reports, mission crew rosters, Missing Air Crew Reports
(MACR), personal mission logs, journals, and diaries made availghlartous sources.

Invitation

Anyone who has documentation pertaining to theé'®imb Group or its members, and
would like to have it included in this history, is welcome to participate. Copies of:
photos (official or personal); orders (promotiongabration, travel, etc.); Mission
Reports; Missing Air Crew Reports; personal diaries, logs, journals, etc; other
documentation; or information that will help identifylited individuals will be greatly
appreciated as one of my goals is to correctly idiéy every man and plane assigned to
the 328'Bomb Group.

My only interest in this project is to honor those who served by perpetuating their story,
and making it available for future generations, particularly the families and friends of
our Great Heros. If you are interested in helping, or if | may be of assistance in finding
information about your 321BG Hero, please contact me dtil -Butch@nc.rr.com

Special Thanks to Very Special Folks

AgostinoAlberti: Professor historian (Soncino, Italy)
Michele Becchi:aviation history- archaeologis{Reggio Emiliajtaly)
Jack Brellenthin, great nephev: Harold Ray Bellenthin, 2Lt, pilot 446" BS
Cecile Burandt, daughter ofcharles LawsofChuclo Burandt Capt, pilot, 446" BS
Sally Brown, daughter ofBarnard H. Seegmiller, Sgt, armament, 4455
Dave Charville grandson af Leighton [anieli Da mn yC h a r v, pilbt|1445"BS1 L t
Barbara Connolly, daughtesf: Edward Ch a r | e s 0 S d/Bgiradar-réddio-n i s
gunner,447" BS
1Lt Robert SCrouse pilot, 379BS
Ral ph @ Mo n g u Sdhware@ichmexti2 ZB:Skinner
Bob Haney, soof: Vincent M. Haney, M/Sgt, flight engineer, 3BIG
Ed Haney, cousinf: Gale Monroe DicksonCapt, pild, 446" BS
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Special Thanks td/ery SpeciaFolks (continued)

Jim Hawkins, sonoffFr ank B. AiPanchoo %BSwki ns, 2Lt ,
John Hughes, sonofiohn & r 0 me A J a clktpborkbardier4dé BS
Patti Johnson:genealogist, proofelandfamllyfnend of: James RaymonQrechia
T/Sgt, radiegunner 446" BS
Don Kaiser, son of:Quentin CKaiser, T/Sgt, radiegunner, 488 BS
John Lanza, nephew ofiilliam A. LanzaSgt, gunner446" BS
Stephanie Liledaughter of:Keith B.Lile, S/Sgt, gunme 448" BS
15'Lt Joseph A. Maledbombardier, 448 BSandfriend of: VVernon Curtis Dossey, Capt,
pilot, 448" BS
Vince Mango, sonofVi ncent AangofiS/Sgnaerabgunhetd 7’ BS
John J. McCarthy:Sgt, engineegunner, bombardie®47" BS
Lorraine McRae, daughtesf: James Arrington McRae, 1Lt, bombardier, 445
T/ Sgt Rocco F.&ddudgherdPkggyChdtharmCaew Ghief of Peg O' My
Heart, Lil Butch, and Haulin' Ass, 44@BS
Bob Ritger, nephewf. Frederic harles Ritgey 1Lt, pilot, 446h BS
Irving J. Schaffer:T/Sgt, radiegunner, photo%rapher AXBS
1% Lt Frederick H. Smith:pilot, 447" B
Marsha Gurnee Suszadaughter ofClarence EAShine® G u rSiSgtegunner
448"BS
Dominique Taddei:author, U.S.S. CorsicgCorsica)
S/Sgt George B. Underwoodjunner 38T 'BS
David Waldrip, nephew ofRobert Laseter Waldripl/Sgt, radiegunner, 447 BS
VinnyJ. White, son of:Joseph P. White, T/Sgt, radimnner, 381 BS
S/Sgt, Harry (NMI) Yoaengineergunner, 445 BS

Crew lists
Aircraft information- serial #, name, et Sometimes used

P Pilot Bomb/Nav BombardierNavigator
CP Copilot BN BombardierNavigator

N Navigator EG Engineergunner

B Bombardier RG Radicgunner

E Engineergunner TG Turret gunner

R Radio-gunner AG Aerial gunner

G Gunner PH Photographer

F Photographer AP Aerial photographer

CL Cannon Loader (onR5G) CC Crew Chief

O Observer



Acronyms & Abbreviations

A/C: Aircraft

A/D: Aerodrome

AE: Aerial Engineer

A/F: Air Field, also AntiFlak

AA or AAA : Anti-Aircraft (Artillery)
abs: absent

AGL : Above Ground Level

ALO: Allied Liaison Officer

ALW: Alive and Well

AMGOT: Allied Military Government for
Occupied Territories
A.R.C.: American Red Cross

ASC:
ASN:
Assg:
ASV:
ATA:

Air Support Command

Army Serial Number (personnel)
Assigned

Anti-Surface Vessel (radar)
Actual Time of Arrival

ATC: Air Transportation Command
ATS:. Air Transport Service also Army
Telegraph Service

Azon: Azimuth only (guided bomb)
BC: Bomber Command

BIC: Bruised in Crash

Bmb: Bombardier

Bn: Battalion

B.R.L.: Ballistic Research Laboratory
BSM: Bomb System Maintenance
CA: Heavy Cruiser

CAVU: Ceiling and Visibility Unlimited
C.B.l.: ChinaBurmalndia Theater

C/D: Coastal Defense

CE: Circular Error

CEP: Circular Error Probable

Chaff (US erm): Radar countermeasure:
tiny strips of aluminum, metalized glass
fiber, or plastic. Se&/indow

CL: Cannon Loader

CO: Commanding Officer

CG: Commanding General

CP: Command Post

M/G:
MIA:
M/T:
MTB:

Machine Gun

Missing In Action

Motor Transport (Truck)

Motor Torpedo Boat

M/V: Military Vesse| Maritime Vessel
M/Y: Marshalling Yards

MC: Maintenance Crew

NARA: National Archives and Records
Administration

NASAF: Northwest African Strategic Air
Force

NATC - Northwest African Traimg
Command

NATOUSA: North Atlantic Theater of
Operations USA

Nav: Navigator

N.B.S.: National Bureau of Standards
NC: Nurse Corps.

NCO: Non-Commissioned Officer
Nickels: propaganda Leaflets

(NMI):  No Middle Initial

NOK: Next Of Kin

NRO: National Reconnaissance Office
OAF: Occupation Air Forces

OD: Officer of the dayalsoOlive Drab
OLC: Oak Leaf Cluster

OTU: OperationkTraining Unit

PAX: Passengers

PDI: Pilot Direction Indicator

POE: Point of Embarkation

POW: Prisoner of War (also PW)
PRO-Kit : Individual Chemical
Prophylactic packet

PW: Prisoner of War (also POW)
PWB: Psychological Warfare Branch
PX: Post Exchange

QBB: Base of cloud

QDM: Course to steer
QM: Quarter Master
R/B: Road Bridge
RC: Red Cross



CQ: Charge of Quarters

C/S: Call Sign

CWS: Chemical Warfare Service

D/H: Direct Hit

DD: Destroyer

DED: Declared Deadno body or remain:
found

Demo: Demolition

DL: Dead List

DNB: Died NonBattle / Died NotBattle
DOW: Died Of Wounds.

DOWRIA : Died of Wounds Received in
Action

DS: Detached Service

E/A: Enemy Aircraft

E/F: Enemy Fighter

EM or E/M: Enlisted Men

ETA: Estimated Time of Arrivia

ETIR: Estimated Time In Route

EUS: Evacuated to the United States
E/V: Enemy Vessel

F Boat Flying Boat

F/L: Formation Leader also Hight Leader
FO or F/O: Flying Officer

FOD: Finding Of Death

Frag: Fragmentation

F.S.: Flight Section

GLO: Ground Liaison Officer (UK)

GO: General Order

GP: General Purpose/Gun Position
GTC: General Time Conventiofnailroad)
HE: High Explosive

IAS: Indicated Air Speed

| & E: Information & Education

I.F.F.: ldentification, Friend or Foe

(i. 0.): Initials Only (initial is the name)
IP: Initial Point

KNB: Killed Not Battle

KIA: Killed In Action
L/A: Landing Area
LC: Landing Craft
L/G: Landing Ground
Lox: Liquid Oxygen
L/S: Landing Strip

R/J: Road Junction

R/Y: Railroad Yards

Repl: Replacement

RMC: Returned to Military Control
RON: Remain OverNight

RR/B: Railroad Bridge

RR/J: Railroad Junction
RR: Railroad

RTD: Returned To Duty
R/V: Rendezvous

S-1: Administration

S-2: Intelligence

S-3: Operations

S-4. Supply

SAP: SemiArmor Piercing

SD: Special Duty

S/E: Single Engine (plane)

S.E.: Special Equipment (Shoran)
S/F. Siebel Ferry

sk: sick

S/M: Submarine

SO: Special Order

SOIl: Standard Operating Instructions?
S/P. Sea Plane

Sqg: Squadron

Sqdn: Squadon

SWA: Seriously Wounded in Action
T/A: Target Area

T/C: Troop Concentration

T/E: Twin Engine (plane)

TAC: Theater Allied Command
TBF: Tactical Bomber Force

TD: Temporary Duty

TDY: Temporary Duty

TLC: Tactical Landing Gaft

TO: TakeOff (time), also Echnical
Order, and Transportation Officer
T/O: Table of Organization

TOT: Time Over Target/Time On Target
Trfd: Transferred

TWX: Teletypewriter Message
u/i: Unidentified, also noit of issue
UNRRA: United Nations Relief and
Rehabilitation Administration



L/V: Large Vehicle
LST: Landing Ship Tank

Ltr: Letter

LWA: Lightly Wounded in Action
MACR: Missing Air Crew Report
MATS: Military Air Transport Service

Very Pistol or Verey Pistol: Flare gun
VOCO: Verbal Order of the Commandin
Officer

WC: Water closet

W.O.: Warrant Officer

WIA: Wounded In Action

Window (British term): Radar
countermeasure: tiny strips of aluminum,
metalized glass fiber, or plastic. Sekaff
WP: White Phosphorus (bombs)

WT, W/T: Watch Tower

XC: Cross Country

ZI: Zone of Interior (U.S.A.)



Friday, 1 September 1944

USAAF Chronology: MTO Tactical Operations (12" AF): AAF, MTO:

In France, the flight of the 7% Liaison Squadron, AAF, MTO,
operating from Caserta, Italy withEs returns to base at Brignoles; and 18&™ Liaison
Squadron, AAF, MD, based at Pomigliano, Italy sends "Rlight to operate from St
Tropez with l-4s and L5s. During Sep, theletachment of the IBReconnaissance
Squadron (Heavy, Special), AAF, MT@perating from Borgo, Corsica with-Brs,
returns to base at Foggia,itdthe squadron serves as a radar detection and ECM unit in
the MTO until 26Sep 44).

In Italy during the night of 31 Aud Sep A20s hit gun positions and
targets of opportunity in the W Rdalley; weather grounds-B6s during the day but-B
25s scee excellentesults against road and railroad bridges N and NE of Venice; fighter
bomberand fighters bomb and strafe roads, troop concentrations, supply dumps, and
German HQ in the battle area N of Florence, and fly armed reconnaissance from
Ventimiglia along the cast to La Spezia; and the #16light Fighter Squadron, 6%
Fighter Wing, moves from Pomigliano to Rosignano with Mosquikesving a
detachment at Pomigliano. In France, th& PhotographidReconnaissance Squadron,
5" Photographic Reconrssiance Group [attached t8“ Photographic Group
(Reconnaissance)] and based at Borgo, Corsica withkegins @erating from Le Luc;
the 314" and 318" Fighter Squadrons, 324Fighter Group, move from Le Luc tsttes
with P-47s; and the 415 Night Fighter Squadron, 64 Fighter Wing, moves from
Solonzara, Corsica to Méallon with Beaufighters.

HQ 3218 BG War Diary: Conti nuing our @Operation Strang
forces on the Gothic Line, the Group with 24 A/C attacked the Feltre RRdnaridges

on the supply route in from Austria. The RR bridge was smothered with 100% coverage

while the Rd. bridge was missed by the six plane Azon deal which dropped 12 x 1,000
pounders.

HQ 321 BG Mission Summary (Ops Order527/mission527) Group Mission #527:
Feltre, Italy Railroad Bridge
(Group mission report not available at this time)

HQ 321 BG Mission Summary (Ops Order528mission528) Group Mission #528
Feltre Road Bridge, Italy
(Group mission report not available at this time)




Friday, 1 September 1944continued)

445" BS War Diary: No operational mission was scheduled for today. Nine new
gunners arrived today as replacements. Seven efimabardiers were promoted to the
grade of First Lieutenant today. The usual bomb training was in effect today including
transition, formation and flights to the bombing range. The mail call was very slim
today.

445" BS Mission Summary (Ops Order 527/mission 527) Group Mission # 527
(445" BS did not participate)

445" BS Mission Summary (Ops Order 528mission 528 Group Mission # 528
(445" BS did not participate)

446" BS War Diary: A mission is flown. Lts. Clausen and Matthews are made First
Lieutenants.
Clausen, Lawrence Allt, bombardier Matthews, John Walkedr., 1Lt, pilot

446" BS Mission Summary (Ops Order 527/mission 527) Group Mission # 527
Squadron Mission 375

TARGET: Feltre, Italy Railroad Bridge DATE: 1 Sep 1944

Type of Bombs: 1000 Ib. 446" Planes: 9

Lt. Wiginton led the formation. Excellent concentration in target area wittraledirect

hits on bridge one span of which was reported down before bombing. No flak, no
fighters.

Wiginton, J. Maurice "Wig, 1Lt, pilot, 447" BS

AICNo.4327 747 fnASpid AICNo 434020 ABourhb

Pado

P Hawkes, Leon R., 1Lt Gibbons, George H., 1Lt
CP Gittings, Raymond W., 2Lt Crisp, Glenn S., Jr., 2Lt
N Phillips, Lowell G., 1Lt None
B Mayo, Jack D., 1Lt Ricke, Richard O., S/Sgt
E Leonard, Malcolm B., S/Sgt Jupin, John (NMI), Jr., S/Sgt
R Bufkin, Francis P., Jr., T/Sgt Maddox, Everett R., T/Sgt
G Bruner, Edward (NMI), S/Sgt Cifuni, Robert J., Sgt
F None None

A/ICNo. 434052 ALil AICNo. 4327497 dBar
P Hipson, Robert Graham, 1Lt Peterson, Frederick I., 2Lt
CP Crinnion, Edward V., 2Lt White, Frank B., 2L
N None None
B Vannah, Harold P., Jr., F/O Nemet, Michael (NMI), S/Sgt
E Petrella, Luigi C., S/Sgt Smith, Cephus M., Jr., S/Sgt
R Poorman, William H., S/Sgt Harrison, Hoyt V., T/Sgt
G Lorentson, Edward H., S/Sgt Leeper, Kenneth E., Sgt
F None None



Friday, 1 September 1944continued)

A/ICNo. 434097
Darlene)

Ivankovig, Paul J., 1Lt
Rackley, Donald D., 2Lt
None
Noel, Paul R., 2Lt
Stapleton, Carl B., S/Sgt
Huntoon, Stuart Layne, Pvt
Wiacek, Emil J., S/Sgt
None

-nG):UrnUuz%'U

AICNo. 4327477

Mickel, Alan T., 1Lt
Reilly, John A., 2Lt
None
Finney, Preston N., S/Sgt
Lundtoft, Hans G., S/Sgt
Freeman, Cecil O., S/Sgt
Heery, Philip M., S/Sgt
None

A/ICNo. 4327660

-nG):Urnuuz%'u

nS

Ligon, Walton M., 2Lt
Goodrich, John W., 2Lt

Dunn, Thomas B., 1Lt

Mexal, Gus J., 1Lt

Zelnick, John J., S/Sgt

Bundy, Galand A., S/Sgt
Glendening, George F., Jr., Sgt
None

-nG):UrnUuz%'u

i Taten y °

~

i Bot(
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AICNo. 4327732 RALEYI
Wozniak, Stanley E., 2Lt
Fisher, Carl D., 2Lt
None
Hughes,Jbn Jer ome
Henry, Scott G., S/Sgt
Wilking, Robert L., Cpl
Slezak, Alex E., S/Sgt
Warren, Joseph E., Capt, medical
(observer)
A/C No. 43-4074(picture ofseated
lady - no name/lettering)
Swanson, Harry A., 1Lt
Gallagher, Andrew Paul, F/O
None
Gilligan, John W., 2Lt
Dauvis, Virgil F., Sgt
Brugioni, Dino A., S/Sgt
Haxby, William H., Jr., Cpl
None
AICNo. 4327496 APRI
PAOLA 11 0 (laterPRINCESS) (Did not
take off- electrical trouble)
Vancil, Alfred E., 1Lt
Doyle, John D., 2Lt
None
Clausen, Lawrence A., 1Lt
Bender, Vernon I., S/Sgt
Bove, Anthony P., S/Sgt
Beets, Frank T., Sgt
None

iJa

446" BS Mission Summary (Ops Order 528mission 528 Group Mission # 528

Squadron Mission 376
TARGET: Feltre Road Bridge, Italy
Type of Bombs: 1000 Ib. (Azon)

Major Cooper led the formation. Bombs to S and two near misses at center of bridge.

DATE: 1 Sp 1944
446" Planes: 6

No hits. No flak, no fightersCrew list missing)



Friday, 1 September 1944continued)

A/C No. 1 unidentified plane & crew  A/C No. 2 unidentified plane & crew

P Cooper, Paul T., Maj, Commander

CP

N None None

B

E

R

G

F None None
A/C No. 3unidentified plane & crew  A/C No. 4 unidentified plane & crew

P

CP

N None None

B

E

R

G

F None None
A/C No. 5unidentified plane & crew  A/C No. 6 unidentified plane & crew

P

CP

N None None

B

E

R

G

F None None

446" BS: War Diary of: McRae, James ArringtpblLt, bombardier:

AfRecdd a | et wraea Arother day with hot sething to do, monotonous as
heck. Re adi i tpir. Fabk B4shag d@uwn & gécld Supply to be repaired.
Sacked awhil e, but too hot. Recdd another
Man@ood. o

447‘“BSWarDiary:Todayés training consisted of | oca
squadron duties.

447" BS Mission Summary (Ops Order527/mission527) Group Mission #527. Nine

of our ships participated in a raid on the Feltre RR Bridgd48190), withLt. Wiginton
leading our squadron. Excellent concentration in target area with several direct hits on
bridge. Mission efficiency 100 %; Bombing accuracy 100 %.



'I'ICD;UI'I'IWZ%'U n G):Urnuuz%'u

'I'ICD;UI'I'IWZ%'U

-nG):UmUuz%'u

Friday, 1 September 1944continued)

A/C No. 43-27779

Remmel , Ear | Howa
Ramey, Gordon A.

None

Melamed, Meyer G., 1Lt

Il f shin, | sidore (

McFarland, John F., T/Sgt
Bauder, Harold R., Sgt

None

A/CNo. 43406 9
Burns, Robert J., 2Lt
Wallace, Edwin E., 2Lt
None
Niedelman, Hyman (NMI), 1Lt
Mercea, George (NMI), S/Sgt
Gaydos, John P., T/Sgt
May, Frederick J.Sgt
None

A/CNo. 434040

ARuptu

AnFear |l ¢

Schnoebelen, Orval L., 1Lt
Mims, Nathan (NMI), 1Lt
None
Gargiulo, Vincent . A Vi
Fisher, Theodore M., S/Sgt
Poulin, Gaston G., S/Sgt
Richards, Charles M., S/Sgt
None

A/CNo. 4327 498
Wakeley, Charles G., Ill, 1Lt
Willis, Richard L., 1Lt
None
James, Robert M., 1Lt
Tollefson, Walter F. K.,S/Sgt
Pierce, William H., T/Sgt
Veid, Joseph (NMI), Sgt
Simms, Cleo W., S/Sgt

nceo

AV e

i R e dod
Maur

A/ICNo. 4327492
Wi ginton, J.
Morton, William C., 1Lt
Thomas, Robert E., 1Lt
Windler, John H., Capt
Gillies, Robert H., S/Sgt
Mathews, William E., T/Sgt
Rogowski , Edmund
S/Sgt
None

A/C No. 4327636
Magne, Henry
Hut son, Ernes
None
Fisher, Gerald E., 1Lt
Engels, Robert W., S/Sgt
Pelak, Andrew (NMI), S/Sgt
Young, Robert E., Cpl
None

AICNo. 4327751
Mrs. Runyon)
Runyon, Leroy C., 1Lt
Johnson, Eric A., 1Lt

J. f.
t G.

(MR 0

None
Vieser, Walter N., 1Lt
O6 Nei | , James R. ,

Keefe,John A., S/Sgt
Flowers, Frank J., Sgt
None

A/ICNo. 4327473
Schweda, George J., 1Lt
Marchant, Wendell E., 2Lt
Rye, Wayne T., Jr., 1Lt
Brule, Gordon J., 1Lt
Dawson, Roy C.Sgt
MacNeil, Joseph W., S/Sgt
Corkill, John (NMI), S/Sgt
None

APap:



Friday, 1 September 1944continued)

AICNo0.434079 ALittl
Cunni ngham, Rolb er
Wiechert, Stanley J., 1Lt
None
Spilko, Harold (NMI), 1Lt
Dubbs, Andrew C., Sgt
Fiocca, Theodore Aurelio, Sgt
Guild, Bernard Robert, Sgt
Shand, Arthur T., S/Sgt

'I'lCD;UITIlIlZ%'U

447" BS Mission Summary (Ops Order 528mission 528 Group Mission # 528
(447" BS did not participate)

447 BS: War Diary of: Rogowski, Edm@isld (NMI)
mi ssion, flew with Wi gs, bombed Feltre R.R.
Wiginton, J. Maurice "Wigs"lLt, pilot,

448" BS War Diary: No Entry

448" BS Mission Summary (Ops Order 527/mission 527) Group Mission # 527
(448" BS did not participate)

448" BS Mission Summary (Ops Order 528mission 528 Group Mission # 528
(448" BS did not participate)

448" BS: War Diary of: Schaffer, Irving J.Cpl, radio-gunner:

AAwoke 7:53AM. It's Friday, the first day of September. . Corn pancakes, oatmeal,
coffee, grapefruit juice. Washed sun tans. Played blackjack for a spell. Sauce and
spaghetti, peas, diced carrots, cocbegead and butter.Steve Wojnolowict52 Front St.
Schenectady was over for cho®larence Donovan Scha#ir 51 Olean St, Bolivar, New

York and | hikedhrough a narrow rocky winding trail to the village of Ventisefibout

12 kilometers from campVillage is situated on side of mountain about 7,000 feet high.
Stopped at the cafea for water. Una mademoi
Colored troops.Intermingled sexually with the Corsican whitédalaga and blue grape
vineyards dot the h#ide. Fig trees, sassafras, thimbleberries and cork trees dominate
the heavier wooded section®easant women still laboring although 80 years of age.
From this village of Ventiseri, one can plainly see the 321st airdrome in the valley.
Native villages ee up in the mountains to keep out of the mosquitoes reach and malaria.
Viewed an ancient graveyard and monastery. The church bell is atop a high stone tower
ranging about 75 feet in height. -f6ot ladder sections are the path, which the bell
ringer usedo reach his objectiveSmall American school in villageit the village water
spring we met the priesCommenced our return journey at 4:20PM.



Friday, 1 September 1944continued)

Arrived at Travo at 6:10PM.Jeep picked us up for remainder of llesto camp.Pork

chops, mashed potatoes, peas, bread and marmalade, coffee. Our motor at the shower
was stolen. Showering at Steve's of the 445th. Fragmentation bombs being loaded for
tomorrow's mission. Celebrating Schaffner's being grounded on hssion. 4 other

radiomen were grounded.Sure will missCharles Retired at 11:45PM. Feeling
somewhat inebriated.

Schaffner, Clarence Donovan, T/Sgt, radimner
Wojnolowicz, Stephen J. "Wowly", Sgt, ordnardets" BS



Saturday, 2 September 1944

USAAF Chronology: MTO Tactical Operations (12" AF): AAF, MTO: The 72d
Liaison Squadron, AAF, MTO (attached to Seventh Arnmgpves from Brignoles to
Grenoble, France with-bs.

In Italy, B-25s bomb 3 bridges ithe Po Valley, following a raid
during the night of 1/2 Sep by -20s which hit a pontoon bridge and targets of
opportunity in the Valley; and fightdsombes blast roads, bridges and gun
emplacements in Po Valley, docks@dvona, and shipping off shore. In France, fighter
bombers, hamperday poorweather, hit barracks and rail lines in the Lyea; and HQ
324" FighterGroup moves from Le Luc to Istres.

HQ 321 BG War Diary: Stood dowri weather.

445" BS War Diary: Thirteen crews were scheduled for a mission today but it was
canceled. 10 bombardiers received some good training on the rate machine while 6
others spent some time on the bomb trainer. The squadron bombardiers are going
through a rigorous training schedule. Hamburgers were enjoyed for supper tonight after
the afternon mail call had again proved disappointing to the men.

446" BS War Diary : Regular squadron duties are performed.

446" BS: War Diary of: McRae, James ArringtoblLt, bombardier:

APoliced & cleaned up tent f or ndisackegallcti on b
day. Hot as heck. Gathering of the clan in the club. Middle of the nite, heavy rainstorm
with thunder and |l ightning. o

Cooper, Paul T.Maj, pilot, Commander

447" BS War Diary: A mission was scheduled but cancelled due to weather comsliti

1% Lt. William E. Kibler in on DS, 328 Service Group per S@21 57" Bomb Wing. A

meeting was held at 9:30 hours at the™&guadron Orderly Room with Staff Officers

and enlisted men Section Heads present regarding the possibility of movtrey near

future. Consequently rumors are thick. Toc
bombing practice.

Ki bl er, Wi Lilfpon E. AKi bo

448" BS War Diary: No Entry

448" BS: War Diary of: Schaffer, Irving J.Cpl, radio-gunner:

AAwoke at 7:35AM. Boys informed me | am on the morning's mission. Pancakes,
oatmeal, prunes and apricots, bread and jelly, coffddission canceled, standing by.
Operations called. Seward, La Bella and myself to go up for practice camera mission
using k® aloft for 1 3/4 hours. Pilot Lt Ovard will see results tomorrow. Canned corn
beef, many beans, fruit salad, bread and butter, wa&ept for 11/2 hours. Haircut

and shave at the barber shopirt floor, four foot wooden side, mosquito netting, v



Saturday, 2 September 1944continued)

roof. Box with back support for chair. Read "Young Man Axelbrod” by Sinclair Lewis.

Day is very clear. George HuhaHutchinsonMine, Hermansi, Pennsylvanimformed
me that Master Sgt. George Parsons has aptpdi me chief radio operatorFried hot
dogs, kidney beans, canned corn, fruit salad, bread, icedVesated Taylor andSmitty
at 445th. They have three missions. One quart of beer per man at clubeGizig
francs. On tomorrow's mission as cameram carrying 100db demolition bombs.
Retired 10:00PM.Thunderstorm awoke us at 2:00ANMVe let down and secured flaps.
Unable to fall asleep for some tiroe.

Hutchinson, James (NMI), Sgt, gunner

Huha, George (NMI), Sgt, communications

LaBella, Dante (NMIfi G|  ,XSgtaadiegunner, bombardier

Ovard, Glen S.1Lt, pilot

Parsons, George M., Jr., M/Sgt, communications

SewardRichard F., T/Sgt, radigunner

Smith, Francis L. fBSmittyo, Cpl, gunner
Taylor, Marion R.Cpl, engineergunner 445" BS

445



Sunday, 3 September 1944

USAAF Chronology: MTO Tactical Operations (12" AF):

In Italy, medium bombers poundgilroad and road bridges in the W
Po Valley while fightetbombers blastotor transport and rolling stock in the Turin area;
and onthe night of 2/35ep A20s on armed reconnaissance, start fires in Genoa harbor.

In France, fighter-bombers blast German vehicles retreating up the
Rhone Valley; thecapture of Lyon is completed by French elements of the US Seventh
Army; andthe 316" Fighter Squadron, 384Fighter Group, moves from Le Luc to Istres
with P-47s.

HQ 321" BG War Diary: The Azon mission of 6 A/C missed the Ronca Scrivia RR
bridges, mainly because of the target being obscured by shadows. However, the 36
planes attackip Po/Torreberretti bridge reported both approaches well hit on the RR
bridge with the road bridge completely demolished.

HQ 321°'BG Mission Summary (Ops Order529mission’529 Group Mission #529
Po/Torreberretti Road and Rail Bridge, Italy.
(Groupmission report not available at this time)

HQ 321 BG Mission Summary (Ops Order530mission530) Group Mission #53Q
Ronca Scrivia Railway Bridg Italy
(Group mission report not available at this time)

445" BS War Diary: Two bombardiers went to the Capri rest camp which is still
available for rest purposes. 2 ships went to the bombing range, 5 ships went on transition
while 3 planes went on cressuntry flight.

445" BS Mission Summary (Ops Order529mission529) Group Mission #5292 The
squadron sent 9 ships to join the formationchhattacked the Pdorreberretti road and
railroad bridge, Italy. The squadron bombardiers displayed fine form probably gained in
the practice bombing by hanging up a perfect miskid@0 per cent bombing accuracy.

A/CNo. 4336 31 AIFTANN AICNo.432 7714 ABIl oni

P Wagner, Gerald W., 1Lt Ottinger, Warren F., 2Lt

CP Sprankle, Floyd H., 2Lt Place, Winston R., 1Lt

N Casaburi, Robert Roland, 1Lt None

B Galindo, Daniel (NMI), 1Lt Krause, Ri chard E
E Malmberg, Russell H., S/B¢g Carruthers, John (NMI), II, Cpl

R Kintly, James E., T/Sgt Stephens, Robert T., T/Sgt

G Harris, Charles W., Jr., S/Sgt Smith, James B., S/Sgt

F None None
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Sunday, 3 September 194¢&ontinued)

A/ICNo. 432 7 7 4 1 (freviauslyp
fiModern Desigro)

Jeffery, James C., 1Lt
Bowling, Dan Parker, 2Lt
None
Emery, Ben D., 2Lt
Poirier, Andre (NMI), Sgt
Carney, Robrt J., S/Sgt
Miller, Robert Ryal, Sgt
Riley, William J., Jr., Cpl

AICNo.432 7733 nAPork
Wolfe, Robert A., 1Lt
Spener, Charles F., 2Lt
None
Skebey, Robert J., 2Lt
Yoa, Harry (NMI), S/Sgt
Parlette, Oliver C., T/Sgt
Jannett a, F
None

or i di

AICNo. 4327748 AMan
Gr oo s e, William R
Young, William J.

Rehrig, Earl E., 1Lt
Robson, Herbert E., 1Lt
Leith, Douglas L., 1Lt
Scott, Aurelias M., T/Sgt
Weaver, Dale W., S/Sgt
None

A/C No. 43-27509

Eatherly, Joseph A., 1Lt
Kendall, Wayne E., 2Lt
None

Cravey, Robert P., F/O
Freiler, Walter C., Sgt
McDonald, Thomas E., T/Sgt
Bates, Leonard H., Sgt
None

A/C No. 43-27534(standing lady)

Born, Walter E., 2Lt
Santone, Michael A., 2Lt
None
Vaughan, Fred W., 2Lt
Bertling, Gerald M., Sgt
Gonzales, Alfred R., T/Sgt
Jacobs, Harry E., Cpl
None

A/ICNo. 4327769

Pant so
Martin, John W., 2Lt
Cormier, Emery O., 1Lt
None
Silnutzer, Joseph A., 2Lt
Walther, Henry W., S/Sgt
Giorgio, John B., T/Sgt
Snit h, Francis L.
None
AICNo.4327502 APrett
Ey e(previouslyi What 6 s ?®c
Shenk, Stanley R., 2Lt
Monger , SSaamuoe, |
None
Knight, Arnold K., S/Sgt
Swingholm, Raymond J., S/Sgt
Pate, Harris B., Jr., T/Sgt
Bellendir, John C., St
None
A/ICNo. 43276 98 i P e(gegdy
spare- did not fill in)

Weld, Willis R., 1Lt
Webb, Al I
None
Palmer, Richard\., 2Lt
Cavanaugh, Thomas J., Jr., Sgt
Leach, Earl V., T/Sgt
Arcuri, John (NMI), Sgt
None

i Mi s

JAr. .

en W. i P

445" BS Mission Summary (Ops Order530mission 530) Group Mission # 530
(445" BS did not participate)



Sunday, 3 September 194&ontinued)

445" BS: War Diary of: Seegmiller, Barnard H., Sgt, armament:

09/03/4% Attended services again at Ghisonaccia. We had an attendance of eleven,
two of whom were nemembers. The tienwas given over to testimony bearing and was
well used. Hughes camelown from Bastia. For several days the weather was rather
warm. Last night a terrific electrical storm broke up in the mountains, which got
everyone out to fasten down the sides oftéin¢ and although very little rain fell here,
today is cool and pleasant. The fields and woods are green and fresh. | notice since
cutting their crop of hay the farmers have devoted the fields to pasturage for many fine
looking horses and cattle. | aexpecting to soon load our last bombs in this theater. |
rather expect the war to end sometime this month with us still on the island. | want very
much to go to France. | doubt | will get to go home from this theater. The camp is rife
with rumors and geculationo

HughesFrancis (fromMesquite, NY

446" BS War Diary: Two missions with 14 of our ships are flown. PromotionsSto 1
Lieut. Come to the following: Briles, Gittings, Grove, Higgins, Jaksic, Ligon, Lippy,
Nagel, Peterson, Pietrowski, Ré&k Trosky, White, Wozniak. Lts. Vancil and Noel

plus EM6s Mabe, Mowry, Slezak, Lamacchi a
Briles, Connolly O., 1Lt, pilot Gittings, Raymond W., 1Lt, pilot

Grove, Russell V., 1Lt, pilot Higgins, Howard A., 1Lt, pilot

Jaksic, Fancis R., 1Lt, bombardier Lamacchia, Peter T., Sgt, Supply

Ligon, Walton M., 1Lt, pilot Lippy, Harvey W., 1Lt, bombardier

Mabe, Johnvan T/Sgt, personnel, 1st Sgt
Mowry, Michael L. S., S/Sgt, enginagmner Nagel, Charles E., 1Lt, pilot

Noel, PaliR., 2Lt, bombardier Peterson, Frederick I., 1Lt, pilot
Pietrowski, Stanley J., 1Lt, pilot Rackley, Donald D., 1Lt, pilot
Slezak, Alex E., S/Sgt, gunner Trosky, Chester J., 1Lt, pilot
Vancil, Alfred E., 1Lt, pilot White, Frank B., 1Lt, pilot

Woznak, Stanley E., 1Lt, pilot

446" BS Mission Summary (Ops Order529mission 529 Group Mission # 529:
Squadron Mission 377

TARGET: Po/Torreberretti Road and Rail Bridge, Italy. DATE: 3 Sep 1944

Type of Bombs: 1000 Ib. 446" Planes: 9

Lt. Wagnerled the formation. A number of direct hits reported with good coverage of
middle and both ends of bridge. Some over to N and some short. Flak was heavy,
moderate and accurate, six planes holed. No fighters.

Wagner, Gerald W., 2Lt, pilot45" BS

go
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A/ICNo. 4327696
Jordan, Henry L., 1Lt
Reilly, John A., 2Lt
Franklin, Arthur E., 1Lt
Mayo, Jack D.1Lt
Knapp, Walter E., S/Sgt
Bufkin, Francis P., Jr., T/Sgt
South, William R., S/Sgt
None

AICNo. 4327747

Pado

Fontaine, Eugene A., Jr., 1Lt
Gittings, Raymond W., 2Lt
None
Derringer, Albert J., 2Lt
Mowry, Michael L. S., S/Sgt
Cohen, Irwin (NMI), S/Sgt
Heery, Philip M., S/Sgt
None

A/ICNo. 434020

nBaby

ASpi d

AiBourb

Gibbons, George H., 1Lt
Carlson, Lowell A., 2Lt
None
Leith, William V., 2Lt
Jupin, John (NMI), Jr., S/Sgt
Maddox, Everett R., T/Sgt
Larson, Ralph L., S/Sgt
None
AICNo. 4327496 hAPRI
PAOLA 11 0 (laterPRINCESYS)
Vivas, Frank Paul, 1Lt
Schmid Kenneth L., 2Lt
None
Wotkowicz, Frank J., 1Lt
Jacob, Elmer A., Jr., S/Sgt
Bove, Anthony P., T/Sgt
Brown, Ronald M., Sgt
None

A/ICNo. 4327 497
Smith, Randell Leroy, 1Lt
DiNorma, Joseph S., 2Lt
None
Werner, Samuel (NMI), 2Lt
Smetana, Frank C., Jr., S/Sgt
Rousos, Milton P., S/Sgt
Leeper, Kenneth E., Sgt
None

A/ICNo. 4327732

iBar

ALEYL

Sacker, John R. A

Taylor, Richard E., 2Lt

None

Nemet, Michael (NMI), S/Sgt

Kreider, Jdwn L., S/Sgt

Huntoon, Stuart Layne, Pvt

Bender, Thomas J., S/Sgt

None

A/C No. 43-4074(picture ofseated

lady - no name/lettering)

Chudars, James

Ingram, William T., 2Lt

None

Finney, Preston N., S/Sgt

Helgert, Claude George, S/Sgt

Fellmer, Carl M.,S/Sgt

Wlodyka, Andrew J., S/Sgt

None

A/ICNo. 4327 6 99 filater sasne
dropped from nose art)

Pietrowski, Stanley J., 2Lt

Doyle, John D., 2Lt

None

Jaksic, Francis R., 2Lt

Zelnick, John J., S/Sgt

Poorman, William H., S/Sgt

Glendening, GeorgE., Jr., Sgt

None

E.
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AICNo. 4327477

Mickel, Alan T., 1Lt

Kimble, Arnold P., 2Lt

None

Ricke, Richard O., S/Sgt
Shettleworth, William E., Sgt
Holder, Paul F., S/Sgt
Wiacek, Emil J., S/Sgt

None

-nG):UrnUuz%'U

ABoc AICNo.4327501

ASweet
J e a n(armmamed to Nov 44. In 45
AKat hy Jeanneo dr
did not fill in)
Goff, LeroyRobert, Jr., 1Lt
Crinnion, Edward V., 2Lt
Ottem, Earl R., 1Lt
Johnson, Henry W., 1Lt
Kane, Ronald J., S/Sgt
Freeman, Cecil O., S/Sgt
Burrow, Isom F., S/Sgt
None

446" BS Mission Summary (Ops Order530'mission 530) Group Mission # 530

Squadron Mission 378

TARGET: Ronca Scrivia Railway Bridge, Italy
Type of Bombs: 2 1000 Ib. Azog,1000 Ib. GP per ship

Lt. Dickson led the formation.

DATE: 3 Sep 1944
446" Planes: 5

Because target was obscured by shadow of hill bombs

were aimed at rail siding and a bridge approx. 200 yds. S of target. Hits on tracks and
group of buildings to S. Possible hits first bridge S of intended target. Flak was light,

scant and inaccurate. No fighters.

A/ICNo. 4327 490
Dickson, Gale Monroe, 1Lt
White, Frank B., 2Lt
Chapman, Joh Edward, 1Lt
Kaenzig, Charles Leslie, 1Lt
Clickner, Albert H., S/Sgt
Miles, Walter J., Jr.,

Haxby, William H., Jr., S/Sgt
None
A/ICNo. 434077 AStor my
(Previously 447 shipfi Ann 6 s
Boy Val 0)
Hively, Harold Henry, 1Lt
Ziglar, Frank C., Maj
None
Paulson, Ronald A., 1Lt
Lundtoft, Hans G., S/Sgt
Nagy, Julius L., S/Sgt
Murch, George M., Jr., Cpl
Brugioni, Dino A., S/Sgt

i Mr s
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A/C No. 43-27745
Hipson, Robert Graham, 1Lt
Goodrich, John W., 2Lt
None
Gambino, Samuel F., 2Lt
Petrella, Luigi C., S/Sgt
Harrison, Hoyt V., T/Sgt
Lorentson, Edward H., S/Sgt
None
A/C No. 43-27519(picture ofHula-girl
- no name/lettering)

Grove, Russell V., 2Lt
Crisp, Glenn S., Jr., 2Lt
None

Yarbrough, George L., 1Lt
Cornelius, Wilbur G., Sgt
Crozer, Robert L., S/Sgt
Cifuni, Robert J., Sgt
McCarty, Lye (NMI), S/Sgt
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A/C No. 43-27480
Matthews, John Walker, Jr., 2Lt
Gallagher, Andrew Paul, F/O
None
Gale, Benjamin H., Jr., 1Lt
Smith, Cephus M., Jr., S/Sgt
McKearin, William Jerome, S/Sgt
Mittman, Milton M., S/Sgt
None

'I'lCD;UITIlIlZ%'U

446" BS: War Diary of: McRae, James ArringtphLt, bombardier:
AHawkes & Burandt got a ship to go to Sardi:!
Spent all day @ 17BG, 37" BS with HorvathLynch, LoveWright, etc. Went to Mass

with Horvath @ 1600. T. O. @ 18 @xellent and 14:
Ship # 349, B5. Solenzara Villato Solenzara. F1 yi ng t i me: 03: 00 hrs
Burandt, Charles Lawson "ChucktLt, pilot Hawkes, Leon R1Lt, pilot

37"BS, 17 BG (M- B-26) personnel

Horvath, James "Jim"]Lt, Love,Lloyd, 1Lt,

Lynch,Joseph LLt Wright, 1Lt

447" BS War Diary: The following officers and enlisted men returned from rest camp
Rome, ltaly: I Lt. Hubert P.J. Jensen® 1t Guy M. Washburn; T/SgtEdward S.
Korzeniowski; T/Sgt. Walter J. Bilski; S/SgElmon P. Harriman; S/Sgt. Frederick J.
Tarra. The following officers and enlisted men departed for rest camp, Rome, Raly: 1
Lt. William F. Heitman; i Lt. Marvin L. Spruill; T/Sgt Frank J. Reynolds; T/Sgt.
Aubrey W. Chatters; T/Sgt. Sidney Orloff; S/Sgt. Ralph Sinclair. The following officers
and enlisted men departed for rest camp, Caprittl Robert W. Mulholland; ¥ Lt.

Edwin E. Wallace; T/Sgt. Joseph D. AlpinS/Sgt John Jaskowski. Morning report:

Of ficers 91; Enlisted Men 335. Todayods tr
following officers and enlisted men are on D€airo: f'Lt. Anthony L. Muzinich; £

Lt. Richard E. Murray; % Lt. William C. Huffman; £ Lt. Harold N. Lindell; S/Sgt.
Robert W. Engels; S/Sgt. Eugene C. Cowart; S/Sgt. George Mercea; S/Sgt. Grant W.
Baldridge; Sgt. Roy C. Dawson; Sgt. Joseph Veid; M/Sgt. Fred Pate. The following
officers were promoted to the rank of firstutenant per SO 226, H1 ®AF: 2" Lt.

Robert J. Burns; " Lt. Earl W. Hall; 29 Lt. Lester W. Robinson;" Lt. Richard L.

Willis.

Alpino, JosepliD., T/Sgt, radiegunner Baldridge, Grant W., S/Sgt, gunner

Bilski, Walter J., T/Sgt, radigunner Chatters Aubrey W., T/Sgt, gunner
Cowart, Eugene C., S/Sgt, raejonner ~ Dawson, Roy C., Sgt, engineginner
Engels, Robert W., S/Sgt, gunner Burns, Robert J., 1Lt, pilot

Hall, Earl W., 1Lt, pilot Harriman, EImon P., gunnef/Sgt
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Heitman, William F., 1Lt, pilot Huffman, William C., 1Lt, bombardier
Jaskowski, JoB/8Bgt@guaidd ) AJacko
Jensen, Hubert P. J., 1Lt, pilot Korzeniowski, Edward S., T/Sgt, gunner

Lindell, Harold N., 1Lt, navigator

Mercea, Georg€éNMI), S/Sgt, engineegunner

Mulholland, Robert W., 1Lhombardier = Murray, Richard E., 1Lt, pilot

Muzi ni ch, Antilhtopioy Drloff, BidneyiNMI® T/Sgt, radiegunner
Pate, FredNMI), M/Sgt, engineering Reynolds, Frank J., T/Sgt, gunner
Rolinson, Lester W., 1Lt, pilot Sinclair, Ralph(NMI), S/Sgt, gunner
Sprull, Marvin L., 1Lt, bombardier Tarra, Frederick J., S/Sgt, gunner
Veid, JosepliNMI), Sgt, aerial gunner  Wallace, Edwin E., 1Lt, pilot
Washbur n, G u,tLt, Miot A Wilig Richard L., 1Lt, pilot

447" BS Mission Summary (Ops Order529mission’529) Group Mission #5292 Nine

of our ships participated in a raid on the Torreberretti RR and Road Briiy207)

with Lt. Stocking leadig the squadron. All bombs short of thegetrarea. Mission
efficiency 100%; Bombing accuracy 0 %147" crew list unreadable)

A/C No. 1unidentified plane &crew A/ICNo. 4327520 HAAmMmMor ¢
plane andcrewidentified in Mango war
diary
Stocking, Eugene E., 1Lt Krafka, Edward (NMI), Lt, pilot
Gates, Edward (NMI), 2Lt, pilot
None NoneRye, Wayne T., Jr., 1Lt, navigatol
Altman, Irving L., 1Lt, bombardier
Clyne, Everett H., S/Sgt, engineer
gunner
See, Russell K., S/Sgt, ragjanner
Mango, Vincent A. "Vince", Sgt
None None
A/C No. 3unidentified plane & crew  A/C No. 4 unidentified plane & crew

mwz%'u

Mo

None None

-nG):UmUuz%'u

None None
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A/C No. 5unidentified plane & crew  A/C No. 6 unidentified plae & crew

P

CP

N None None

B

E

R

G

F None None
A/C No. 7 unidentified plane & crew  A/C No. 8 unidentified plane & crew

P

CP

N None None

B

E

R

G

F None None
A/C No. 9 unidentified plane & crew

P

CP

N None

B

E

R

G

F None

447 BS Mission Summary (Ops Order530mission 530) Group Mission # 530
(447" BS did not participate)

447 BS: War Diary of: Mango, Vincent A. "Vince", Sgt, aerial gunner (Missid

i T ar dareberretti RR Br Flak: HMA Combat: 2:30 Bombs: 1,000 Ibs
Escorts: None Plane #52043-2 752 0 i Amor Crew: PAtKratkad )
CP-Lt Gates BLt Altman NLt Rye ESSG Clyne i8SG See Sgt Mango

Number of direct hits reported w/good concentration on both ehoisdyed

Altman, Irving L., 1Lt, bombardier Clyne, Everett H., S/Sgt, enginagmner
Gates, Edward (NMI), 2Lt, pilot Krafka, Edward(NMI), 1Lt, pilot
Rye, Wayne T., Jr., 1Lt, navigator See, Russell K., S/Sgt, radjanner

448" BS War Diary: (Nonorrmission information)
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448" BS Mission Summary (Ops Order529mission 529 Group Mission # 529
Mission 338 (529): At 15:55 36 planes off to bomb Po/Torreberretti Road and Railway
Bridge, Italy. Nine (9) planesf the 448’ Bombardment Squadron participated flying as
the last element of the flight. Twenrsyx (26) aircraft dropped 104 x 1000 G.P. from
10,500/12,000 feet. 36 x 1000 GP bombs
error. A number of directits were reported with good coverage of middle and both ends
of bridge. Heavy moderate, and accurate flak from battery %2 mile SW of bridge. 6
planes holed. Weather CAVU.

AICNo.4327652 #AO0Out A/C No. 43-27528
P Farrell, Harold S., Capt Anderson, Douglas R., 1Lt
CP Swanson, Erl e G. Leonard, Lee V., 1Lt
N Bongiovanni, Michael (NMI), 1Lt None
B Zinkand, Willard T., 1Lt Luckhaupt, Robert W., 2Lt
E Perillo, Anthony L., S/Sgt Bergstrom, Donald P., S/Sgt
R Doughty, Paul \..T/Sgt Rockwel I, St ewar t
G Holloway, Garland (NMI), Sgt Popovich, Chris (NMI), Sgt
F None Seward, Richard F., S/Sgt
AICNo.434037 nACherr A/C No. 43-27508
P Burks, Richard W., Capt Blackwell, Robert G., 1Lt
CP Sheffield Woodrow W., 2Lt Ivory, Daniel J., Jr., 2Lt
N None None
B Greene, Louis P., 1Lt Kiska, George P., 2Lt
E Weyeneth, Carl H., S/Sgt Pineda, Nico M., S/Sgt
R Bixler, Frederick F., T/Sgt Brusa, Robert P., Sgt
G Hersh, Bertram (NMI), S/Sgt Markiewicz, Edwed B., Sgt
F Schaffer, Irving J., Cpl None
AICNo0.434068 AThe D ACN0.434067 fnAThe B
P Kruse, Milford E., 1Lt Duggan, Raymond E., F/O
CP Rubin, Julius W., 2Lt Kirk, Theodore (N
N None None
B McCue, William M., Jr, 1Lt McDonough, Thomas E., Jr., 1Lt
E Dauvis, Jimmie L., S/Sgt Ratcliffe, James E., Jr., Cpl
R Parham, James E., T/Sgt Hulse, Donald W., Cpl
G Penhale, Walter B., S/Sgt Mol es ki, Benny M.
F None None
A/C No. 4327791 A/C No. 434076
P Warren, William F., 1Lt Gladwill, James G., 2Lt
CP Kuoni, Charles F., Jr. 2Lt Rosenau, Gustave D., 2Lt
ON None None
B Comfort, Edward P., 1Lt Bearden, James E., 2Lt
E Baird, James (NMl), Jr., Cpl Rippel, Nat (NMI), S/Sgt
R Bass, Bernard G., Cpl Berman,Samuel (NMI), Sgt
G Abiecunas, Joseph Knauss, CharlesF., S/Sgt
F Sommer, Robert F., S/Sgt Dembrowski, Henry J., S/Sgt

r

et
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A/C No. 43-27523
Ovard, Glen S., 1Lt
Holcombe, Dewey R., 2Lt
Bord, Edward N., 1Lt
Schlenk, Henry O., 1Lt
Veeck, Richard W., S/Sgt
Jacobson, Fred (NMI), T/Sgt
Groome, Daingerfield M., S/Sgt
None

'I'lCD;UITIlIlZ%'U

448" BS Mission Summary (Ops Order530'mission 530) Group Mission # 530
(448" BS did not participate

448" BS: War Diary of: Schaffer, Irving J., Cpl, radigunner:

APA system called us at 6:30AM for a 7:25AM briefing for today's missco85AM
mission canceled. Pancakes, coffee, tomato juimitty, Taylor and | attended
Protestant services.Chgplain (Captain) Johnson presided. Went over to photo lab.
Results of practice mission were faRReceived our rations for two weeks consisting of 5
cans of beer, 1 coke, 15 pkgs cigarettes, 8 candy bars, 1 box gum drops, 1 tooth brush, 1
tube toothpastel jackknife, $3.30.Hot mashed potatoes, sliced beets, spinach, bread
and butter, coffee.Called in for briefing at 3:55PM. Target 30 miles north of Genoa,
Italy. 23 span railway bridge and highwaycting as photographer using K2@.ake off
4:10PM. Encountered flak about 5:31PM. 5 minutes before targéitst element hit
target, snapped 3 photos. Didn't salvo our I0@P. Landed 7:05PM.Several ships

hit, but returned safely.l had no fear on my first mission, but my stomach felt very
strange. Fred Bixler of Indianapolis, radio operator was most helpfuking Schaffner's
flack helmet. Flack suit and sitting on frequency meter. Altitude 12000 feet, about 45
degrees F. Clear weatherinterrogated by . Stew, stewed tomatoes, lima beans,
vanila pudding, bread and coffeeSchaffner, Huha and | ate cheese sandwiches and
drank a can of beer eachOn tomorrow's mission.Flew on "Cheery Fizz" today29
missions. Retired 11:30PM.

Bixler, Frederick F., T/Sgt, radigunner

Huha, George (NMI), Sgcommunications

Johnson, E. V. (i.0.;apt, Chaplain HQ 32f'BG

Schaffner, Clarence Donovan, T/Sgt, radimner

Smith, Francis L. HfBSmittyo, Cpl, gunner, 445
Taylor, Marion R.Cpl, engineergunner 445" BS



Monday, 4 September 1944

USAAF Chronology: MTO Tactical Operations (12" AF):

In Italy, B-25s and B26s hitseveral road and railroad bridges and
tunnel in the Po Valley while fightdrombers strike pontoon bridges, roads, bridges, and
motor transport ipreparation for an Allied guond assault on the Gothic Line; during the
night of 3/4 Sep A20s on armed reconnaissance of the Po Valley bomb vehicies in
Turin-Milan areas; fighters fly armed reconnaissance and offermils in the Po
Valley and the Rhone Valley in France.

In France, the 83" Bombardment Squadron (Light), %7
Bombardment Group (Light), moves froRoretta, Corsica to Salon with-20s;and the
detachment of the 416Night Fighter Squadron, 62 Fighter Wing, operating from
Tarquinia returns to base Rosigano with Mosquitos.

HQ 321" BG War Diary: On a very successful mission the 3 Pavia bridges were simply
smothered with beautiful concentrations by 18 A/C on each. Recce showed all 5 spans
down on the RR bridge and both road bridges badly damaged.

321" BG MISSION No: 531 DATE: 4Sep 44 NO.A/C: 18
SQUADRONS: 4459 4469 447-0 4480
TARGET: Pavia E. Road Bridge-496328

TIME OFF: 0902 T.0.T.: 1101 TIME DOWN: 1215

AXIS OF ATTACK : 115° HEIGHT : 12/12,500 ft.
PLANES LOST: None BOMBS DROPPED: 72 x 1000 GR .1 & .025
PLANES HOLED: None. ESCORT: Area Cover.
ROUTE: Base to ’5033; K-0705; 38035; 39743 (IP), target, right turn te2B20 to P
5033 to base.
WEATHER : CAVU entire route.
FLAK : None
ENEMY AIR : None. CLAIMS : None
RESULTS: All bombs in target area. Several direct hitscenter of bridge. One
report of bridge collapsed at S end. Some bombs N of bridge on land.
OBSERVATIONS: 20 car train movingvest at 9627 at 1055 hrs. Bridge 5 miles S.
of Pavia out; 100/150 RR cars in M/Y at VogheraQ&13) 100
RR carsand a locomotive in M/Y at Serravalled384; 200 RR
cars in Alessandria M/Y; Pavidl00 RR cars, Stationary in M/Y.
FLIGHT LEADERS: Lts. Burandt and Collins.
NO. OF SORTIES: 18
PHOTOS TAKEN. S P. NEPRASH,
Capt., Air Corps,
Asst Intelligence @icer.
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321 BG MISSION No: 532 DATE: 4Se@ 44 NO.A/C: 19

SQUADRONS: 4450 4460 447-10 4489
TARGET: Pavia W. Road Bridge 492328
TIME OFF: 0902 T.0.T.: 1102 TIME DOWN: 1230

AXIS OF ATTACK : 115° HEIGHT : 11,200/11,600 ft.
PLANES LOST: None BOMBS DROPPED: 68 x 1000 GP.
4 x 1000 salvoed malft.
4 x 1000 returned malft.
PLANES HOLED: None. ESCORT: Area Cover.
ROUTE: Base to F5033; K-0705; 38035; 39743 (IP), target, right turn te2B20, R
5033 to base.
WEATHER : CAVU. FLAK : None
ENEMY AIR: None. CLAIMS : None
RESULTS: All bombs in target area. Excellent concentration from center to south
bank. % direct hits observed.
OBSERVATIONS: 12 M/T at k0611, going east, 1110 hours.
Novi Ligure, 388889, 50/60 RR cars and one engine.
FLIGHT LEADERS: Capt. Farwell and Lt. Alger.
NO. OF SORTIES: 19
PHOTOS TAKEN. WILLIAM E. LEVINE,
1% Lt., Air Corps,
A s s & Officgr.




