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12
th

 Air Force, 57
th

 Bombardment Wing 

321
st
 Bombardment Group 

History:  May 1944 

 

The following is a compilation of the 321
st
 Bomb Groupôs Headquarters and individual 

Squadron War Diaries.  They have been transcribed word for word, from the Squadron 

Histories provided by the Air Force Historical Research Agency (AFHRA), Maxwell Air 

Force Base Alabama.  At the end of each Squadronôs daily entry, the individuals cited in 

the entry are identified by full name, rank and duty, in alphabetical order.  The dayôs 

entry begins with the Tactical Operations Statement, from the United States Army Air 

Forces (USAAF) Chronology, for the Mediterranean Theater of Operations (MTO).  The 

history also includes mission reports, mission crew rosters, Missing Air Crew Reports 

(MACR), personal mission logs, journals, and diaries made available by various sources. 

 

 

Invitation 

 

Anyone who has documentation pertaining to the 321
st
 Bomb Group or its members, and 

would like to have it included in this history, is welcome to participate.  Copies of:  

photos (official or personal); orders (promotion, decoration, travel, etc.); Mission 

Reports; Missing Air Crew Reports; personal diaries, logs, journals, etc; other 

documentation; or information that will help identify hi-lited individuals will be greatly 

appreciated, as one of my goals is to correctly identify every man and plane assigned to 

the 321
st
 Bomb Group. 

 

My only interest in this project is to honor those who served by perpetuating their story, 

and making it available for future generations, particularly the families and friends of 

our Great Heroes.  If you are interested in helping, or if I may be of assistance in finding 

information about your 321
st
 BG Hero, please contact me at:  Lil -Butch@nc.rr.com      

 

 

Special Thanks to Very Special Folks 
 

Agostino Alberti:  Professor - historian (Soncino, Italy) 

Michele Becchi:  aviation history - archaeologist (Reggio Emilia, Italy) 

Jack Brellenthin, great nephew of:  Harold Ray Brellenthin, 2Lt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Cecile Burandt, daughter of:  Charles Lawson ñChuckò Burandt, Capt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Sally Brown, daughter of:  Barnard H. Seegmiller, Sgt, armament, 445
th
 BS 

Dave Charville, grandson of:  Leighton Daniel ñDannyò Charville, 1Lt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

Barbara Connolly, daughter of:  Edward Charles ñSalvoò Ennis, T/Sgt, radar-radio-

gunner, 447
th
 BS 

1Lt Robert S. Crouse:  pilot, 379BS  

Ralph ñMonguseò Gimenez:  Software Architect, IL2-FB Skinner 

Bob Haney, son of:  Vincent M. Haney, M/Sgt, flight engineer, 341
st
 BG 

Ed Haney, cousin of:  Gale Monroe Dickson, Capt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 
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Special Thanks to Very Special Folks (continued) 
 

Jim Hawkins, son of:  Frank B. ñPanchoò Hawkins, 2Lt, pilot, 381
st
 BS 

John Hughes, son of:  John Jerome ñJackò Hughes, 1Lt, bombardier, 446
th
 BS 

Patti Johnson:  genealogist, proofer, and family friend of:  James Raymond Orechia, 

T/Sgt, radio-gunner, 446
th
 BS 

Don Kaiser, son of:  Quentin C. Kaiser, T/Sgt, radio-gunner, 489
th
 BS 

John Lanza, nephew of:  William A. Lanza, Sgt, gunner, 446
th
 BS 

Stephanie Lile, daughter of:  Keith B. Lile, S/Sgt, gunner, 445
th
 BS 

1
st
 Lt Joseph A. Malec: bombardier, 448

th
 BS and friend of:  Vernon Curtis Dossey, Capt, 

pilot, 448
th
 BS 

Vince Mango, son of:  Vincent A. ñVinceò Mango, S/Sgt, aerial gunner, 447
th
 BS 

John J. McCarthy:  Sgt, engineer-gunner, bombardier, 447
th
 BS 

Lorraine McRae, daughter of:  James Arrington McRae, 1Lt, bombardier, 446
th
 BS 

T/Sgt Rocco F. ñRockyò Milano & daughter Peggy Chatham:  Crew Chief of Peg O' My 

Heart, Lil Butch, and Haulin' Ass, 446
th
 BS 

Bob Ritger, nephew of:  Frederic Charles Ritger, 1Lt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Irving J. Schaffer:  T/Sgt, radio-gunner, photographer, 448
th
 BS 

1
st
 Lt Frederick H. Smith:  pilot, 447

th
 BS 

Marsha Gurnee Suszan, daughter of: Clarence E. ñShineò Gurnee, S/Sgt, gunner, 

448
th
BS 

Dominique Taddei:  author, U.S.S. Corsica (Corsica) 

S/Sgt George B. Underwood:   gunner, 381
st
 BS 

David Waldrip, nephew of:  Robert Laseter Waldrip, T/Sgt, radio-gunner, 447
th
 BS 

Vinny J. White, son of:  Joseph P. White, T/Sgt, radio-gunner, 381
st
 BS 

S/Sgt, Harry (NMI) Yoa:  engineer-gunner, 445
th
 BS 

 

Crew lists 

 

 Aircraft information - serial #, name, etc Sometimes used 

P Pilot Bomb/Nav Bombardier-Navigator 

CP Co-pilot BN Bombardier-Navigator 

N Navigator EG Engineer-gunner 

B Bombardier RG Radio-gunner 

E Engineer-gunner TG Turret gunner 

R Radio-gunner AG Aerial gunner 

G Gunner PH Photographer 

F Photographer AP Aerial photographer 

CL Cannon Loader (on B-25G) CC Crew Chief 

O Observer    

 



 

Acronyms & Abbreviations 

 
A/C:  Aircraft M/G:  Machine Gun 

A/D:  Aerodrome MIA:   Missing In Action 

AE:  Aerial Engineer M/T:  Motor Transport (Truck) 

A/F:   Air Field, also Anti-Flak MTB:   Motor Torpedo Boat 

AA or AAA :  Anti-Aircraft (Artillery) M/V:  Military Vessel, Maritime Vessel  

abs: absent M/Y:  Marshalling Yards 

AGL :  Above Ground Level MC:  Maintenance Crew 

ALO:  Allied Liaison Officer  NARA:   National Archives and Records 

Administration 

ALW:  Alive and Well NASAF: Northwest African Strategic Air 

Force 

AMGOT: Allied Military Government for 

Occupied Territories 

NATC - Northwest African Training 

Command 

A.R.C.: American Red Cross NATOUSA: North Atlantic Theater of 

Operations USA  

ASC:  Air Support Command Nav:  Navigator 

ASN:  Army Serial Number (personnel) N.B.S.:  National Bureau of Standards 

Assg:  Assigned NC:  Nurse Corps. 

ASV:  Anti-Surface Vessel (radar) NCO:  Non-Commissioned Officer 

ATA:   Actual Time of Arrival Nickels:  propaganda Leaflets 

ATC:   Air Transportation Command (NMI):  No Middle Initial 

ATS:  Air Transport Service - also Army 

Telegraph Service 

NOK:  Next Of Kin 

Azon:  Azimuth only (guided bomb) NRO:  National Reconnaissance Office 

BC:  Bomber Command  OAF:   Occupation Air Forces 

BIC:   Bruised in Crash OD:  Officer of the day, also Olive Drab 

Bmb:  Bombardier OLC:   Oak Leaf Cluster 

Bn:  Battalion OTU:  Operational Training Unit 

B.R.L.:  Ballistic Research Laboratory PAX:  Passengers 

BSM:  Bomb System Maintenance PDI:  Pilot Direction Indicator 

CA: Heavy Cruiser POE:  Point of Embarkation 

CAVU:  Ceiling and Visibility Unlimited POW:  Prisoner of War (also PW) 

C.B.I.:  China-Burma-India Theater PRO-Kit : Individual Chemical 

Prophylactic packet 

C/D:  Coastal Defense PW:  Prisoner of War (also POW) 

CE: Circular Error  PWB: Psychological Warfare Branch 

CEP:  Circular Error Probable PX:  Post Exchange 

Chaff (US term): Radar countermeasure: 

tiny strips of aluminum, metalized glass 

fiber, or plastic.  See Window 

QBB:  Base of cloud 

CL:  Cannon Loader QDM:   Course to steer 

CO:  Commanding Officer QM:  Quarter Master 

CG:  Commanding General R/B:  Road Bridge 

CP:  Command Post RC:  Red Cross 



 

CQ: Charge of Quarters R/J:  Road Junction 

C/S:  Call Sign R/Y:  Railroad Yards 

CWS: Chemical Warfare Service Repl:  Replacement 

D/H:  Direct Hit RMC :  Returned to Military Control 

DD:  Destroyer RON:  Remain OverNight 

DED:  Declared Dead - no body or remains 

found 

RR/B:  Railroad Bridge 

Demo:  Demolition RR/J:  Railroad Junction 

DL:  Dead List RR:  Railroad    

DNB:  Died Non-Battle / Died Not-Battle RTD:  Returned To Duty 

DOW:  Died Of Wounds. R/V:  Rendezvous  

DOWRIA:  Died of Wounds Received in 

Action 

S-1:  Administration 

DS:  Detached Service S-2:  Intelligence 

E/A:  Enemy Aircraft S-3:  Operations 

E/F:  Enemy Fighter S-4:  Supply 

EM or E/M:   Enlisted Men SAP:  Semi-Armor Piercing 

ETA:   Estimated Time of Arrival SD:  Special Duty 

ETIR:   Estimated Time In Route S/E:  Single Engine (plane) 

EUS:  Evacuated to the United States S.E.:  Special Equipment (Shoran) 

E/V:   Enemy Vessel S/F:  Siebel Ferry 

F Boat:  Flying Boat sk: sick 

F/L: Formation Leader - also Flight Leader S/M:  Submarine 

FO or F/O:  Flying Officer SO:  Special Order 

FOD:  Finding Of Death SOI:  Standard Operating Instructions? 

Frag:  Fragmentation S/P: Sea Plane 

F.S.:  Flight Section Sq:  Squadron 

GLO:  Ground Liaison Officer (UK) Sqdn:  Squadron 

GO:  General Order SWA: Seriously Wounded in Action 

GP:  General Purpose/Gun Position T/A:  Target Area 

GTC: General Time Convention (railroad) T/C:   Troop Concentration 

HE:  High Explosive T/E:  Twin Engine (plane) 

IAS:   Indicated Air Speed TAC:  Theater Allied Command 

I & E:  Information & Education TBF:  Tactical Bomber Force 

I.F.F.:  Identification, Friend or Foe TD:  Temporary Duty 

(i. o.):  Initials Only (initial is the name) TDY:  Temporary Duty 

IP:  Initial Point TLC:  Tactical Landing Craft 

KNB:   Killed Not Battle TO:  Take-Off (time), also Technical 

Order, and Transportation Officer 

KIA:  Killed In Action T/O:  Table of  Organization 

L/A:  Landing Area TOT : Time Over Target/Time On Target 

LC:  Landing Craft Trfd:  Transferred 

L/G:   Landing Ground TWX:   Teletypewriter Message 

Lox:  Liquid Oxygen u/i:  Unidentified, also unit of issue 

L/S:  Landing Strip UNRRA:  United Nations Relief and 

Rehabilitation Administration 



 

L/V:   Large Vehicle Very Pistol or Verey Pistol:  Flare gun 

LST:  Landing Ship Tank VOCO:  Verbal Order of the Commanding 

Officer 

Ltr:  Letter WC:  Water closet 

LWA:  Lightly Wounded in Action  W.O.:  Warrant Officer 

MACR:   Missing Air Crew Report WIA:  Wounded In Action 

MATS:  Military Air Transport Service Window (British term): Radar 

countermeasure: tiny strips of aluminum, 

metalized glass fiber, or plastic. See Chaff 

 WP:  White Phosphorus (bombs) 

 WT, W/T:   Watch Tower 

 XC:   Cross Country 

 ZI:  Zone of Interior (U.S.A.) 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

Monday, 1 May 1944 

 
USAAF Chronology: MTO Tactical Operations (12

th
 AF):   

 

  In Italy, medium bombers attack bridges at Albinia Station, NW of 

Chiusi, in and near Grosseto, near Monte Molino, Calafuria and at Pontedera; also 

attacked are a viaduct at Monte Catellana and marshalling yards at Florence/Campo di 

Marte and Florence, with particularly good results at Florence; light bombers hit an 

ammunition dump at Fara in Sabina; P-40s and P-47s hit rail tracks in the Rome area, 

Priverno Station, guns N of Anzio, dumps at Frascati, stations at Colleferro and 

Frosinone, tracks at Orbetello and Orvieto, a bridge and tunnel N of Todi, a road in 

Canino, a dump and factory at Stimigliono, vessels E of Piombino, a factory E of Cecina, 

bridge approaches at Grosseto and Arezzo, a dump at Grosseto and a tunnel at Rignano 

sull Arno; and HQ 79
th
 Fighter Group and 86

th
 and 87

th
 Fighter Squadrons move from 

Capodichino to Pomigliano with P-47s. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   (No non-mission information) 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Communications Log: 

 

0800 Asbury to Upton.  ñCleared A/C 43-27552 (may be 380
th
 BS ship at the time) 

for Naples via Corridorò. 

 

0855 Hoffman to Upton.  ñCleared A/C Nos. 41-30558 (445
th
 BS), 42-32403 (ñAlley 

Oopò, 446
th
 BS), and 41-13186 (448

th
 BS) for Djedeida--A/C # 42-53373 (445

th
 

BS) for Telergmaò. 

 

0915 Hoffman to Maj. Asbury.  ñTry and arrange trip to Foggia for ñWindowò  

 specialistò. 

 

0930 Hoffman to Engineers.  ñWhat is the reason for delay in erection of Nissen Hut?   

 Hardware is on the way up--will continue when it arrivesò. 

 

0945  Fenner to Hoffman.  ñWing has another J, # 43-27519 (for 445
th
 BS) for us.  We 

are to pick up mail at Ajaccio with the planeò. 

 

0955 Hoffman to MLO Borgo.  ñCleared all local flights for PDI, Transition, etc..  

We are to call when all the planes are downò. 

 

0955 Fenner to Hoffman.  ñWing will fly A/C to Ajaccio.  Will inform us when we 

are to pick up the A/Cò. 

 

1025 Hoffman to Lt. Gilbert (Ordnance).  ñAsked for fin cases.  Wilcoò. 

 

1202 Cameron to Wing.  ñWhat about Gunnery Range?  None set up.  We are to try  

 and find a suitable location--then contact Wingò. 



 

Monday, 1 May 1944 (continued) 
 

1245  Fitzpatrick to Cameron.  ñWe are to pick up A/C # 43-27519 (for 445
th
 BS)  

(568?) at Wing Flight Section. 

 

1315 Hoffman to 446
th
.  ñCalled for Lts. Vivas & Ritger, and Bombardiers.  Will be 

here this P.M.ò 

 

1340  CPO(AA) to Hoffman.  ñTheir C.O. will be in the area today.  Wants to see Col. 

Smithò. 

 

1510 Larson to Wing.  ñFlash Mission Reportò. 

 

1500 Blake to Upton Controller.  ñCleared 3-B-25ôs for Bombing Range # 3.  1600 

TO.  9,000 feet, axis of runs 270°.  Will use left-hand patternò. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary: (Ops Order 313/mission 312) Group Mission # 273: 

Six planes dropped on targets of opportunity with unobserved results while twenty 

aircraft dropped on the primary target ï North Todi railroad bridge with hits recorded 

under the bridge and on both approaches. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

321
st
 BG Mission No 273 Date: 1 May 44 No A/C completing mission:  26 

Squadrons:   445-7  446-6   447-7  448-7 

Target:  RR Bridge at A-685713. 

Time OFF:  1140  T.O.T.:   1330  Time Down:  

26 A/C took off to bomb RR Bridge at A-685713, 5 miles N. of Todi.  RESULTS: 1st 

flight made two runs on target with six planes dropping on axis of 30°.  2
nd

 flight dropped 

on axis of 260°.  Both N. & S. approaches reported hit with some bombs observed hitting 

beneath bridge itself.  Three planes dropped short on rail bridge immediately N. of 

primary and three other planes dropped on target of opportunity (bridge) in vicinity of E-

7805 with unobserved results. OPPOSITION ENCOUNTERED: None.  

(Final Report not available) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 



 

Monday, 1 May 1944 (continued) 
 

 

 
 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:  Today, changes in the administration of the squadron were put 

into effect.  Col. Smith, the new Group C.O. has insisted upon a tightening of military 

discipline and behavior.  In the 445
th
 the E.M. were required to report for roll call at 

06:45 after being awakened by a loudly blown whistle at 06:30.  This is the first time the 

E.M. have had a morning roll call since arriving in this overseas theater.  The reaction 

among the men were diverse.  Some resented the change and grumbled.  Others made 

wisecracks and participated in a mock roll call at 06:40.  They could be heard all over the 

area yelling ñhereò, ñhereò, ñhereò.  This marks a new era in the squadron history.   In 

line with the C.O.ôs orders Engineers, Radio Operator gunners and Armament gunners 

reported to their respective departments for duty during non-flying hours.  They will 

assist ground personnel.  Red alerts were sounded during the course of the night. 

Smith, Richard H., Col, pilot, 321st BG Commander 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Monday, 1 May 1944 (continued) 
 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 313/mission 312) Group Mission # 273: The 

Todi R.R. Bridge was successfully hit by 445
th
 bombs. 

 

 A/C No.  42-32434 ñMississippi 

Gambler IIò 

A/C No.  41-13179 ñBoogerò 

P Wilson, Victor H., Capt Hatcher, Leon F., Jr., 1Lt  

CP Groose, William R. ñBudò, 2Lt Richardson, John S., 2Lt 

N Sharp, Kenneth R., 1Lt Smith, Raymond (NMI), 2Lt 

B Schutte, Warren G., 1Lt Wren, Frank J., 1Lt 

E Soltysiak, Stanley J. ñSaltyò, Pvt Hawkins, Vernon L., Sgt 

R Shiloh, Andrew (NMI), S/Sgt Stephens, Robert T., S/Sgt 

G Jannetta, Floridi D. ñFloydò, Sgt Hunt, Jerry E., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64527 ñSycamore 1İ 

Judyò 

A/C No.  42-64667 ñWet Dreamsò 

P Hinsley, Maxwell D., 1Lt Schiff, Frederick (NMI), 2Lt 

CP Hardman, Albert F. ñAlò, Jr., 2Lt Moore, Henry D., 2Lt 

N None None 

B OôToole, Francis X., 1Lt Underwood, James H., Jr., Capt 

E Kitts, Gordon L., Sgt  Isbell, Everett N., Cpl 

R Smith, Francis L. ñSmittyò, S/Sgt Heinbaugh, James C., T/Sgt 

G Garza, Manuel (NMI), Pvt Weaver, Dale W., Cpl 

F None Schaviak, Willis M., Sgt 

 A/C No.  42-32458 A/C No.  41-13169 

P McLain, Damon I., 1Lt Gunder, William H., 2Lt 

CP Santone, Michael A., 2Lt Groh, Sheldon R., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Conover, Donald C., 2Lt Souders, Walter E., 1Lt 

E DeRose, Louis A., Sgt Ceccucci, Harold A., Sgt 

R OôLeary, John D., T/Sgt Pate, Harris B., Jr., S/Sgt 

G Harris, Charles W., Jr., Sgt Lemke, Leslie J., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13202 ñIdaho Lassieò  

P Shyshka, Lubomir P. ñCross Countryò, 

1Lt 

 

CP Schweda, George J., 2Lt  

N Fisher, Sigmund M., 2Lt  

B Maughan, George W., 1Lt  

E Weaver, Gerald R., Pvt  

R Kintly, James E., S/Sgt  

G Eiff, William C., S/Sgt  

F None  

 

 



 

Monday, 1 May 1944 (continued) 
 

445
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Seegmiller, Barnard H., Sgt, armament: 

05/44:  ñAfter much discussion on the part of our CO and Group Commander, we 

are set up on the "line" near our planes, but more than two miles from the squadron area 

where we have to go for chow.  A lot of regimentation is being introduced in the outfit by 

Col. Smith and Major Register.  The reaction of the men is almost seditious. We have 

been used to a great deal of freedom since coming overseas and it is hard to get back into 

saluting, roll call, etc.  I expect it to die out soon. 

Register, Percy D., Maj, pilot, Commander 

Smith, Richard H. "Red", Col, pilot, 321st BG Commander 

 A first impression is usually a lasting one.  It continues to be beautiful.  There are 

many kinds of wild flowers, including yellow iris or "flags" and white wild roses.  The 

birds sing early and late in the woods, but one never sees them.  There are goats and 

dairy cattle and a few pretty good looking horses.  Very little of the ground is under 

cultivation on what appears to be very poor soil.  The crops consist of wheat, vineyards 

and gardens.  So far I have not been able to learn anything of the people.  

 While everything was so indefinite, we slept several nights in the open and one 

night it rained.  Some of the boys slept in a pool of water that collected in the bottom of 

their cots.  We are set up in the edge of a thicket along side an unfinished taxi strip.  

Several nights ago, a couple of "cats" came over to clear out the brush and stone from 

the strip.  We first awoke when one of them was pushing stones against the side of the 

tent.  It was most terrifying to George, who sleeps on that side of the tent.  Fox holes are 

in vogue, but so far we haven't had to use them. 

Cavalenes, George P., S/Sgt, armament    

 The story of German occupation of this island is told rather graphically at a 

bridge where a scroll in the concrete reads, "Built by the Germans 3/4/1941."  Beneath is 

another which says "Blown by the Germans 3/4/1944." 

 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  A mission is flown to Todi, Italy. 

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 313/mission 312) Group Mission # 273: 

Squadron Mission 232   

TARGET:   RR Bridge, N of Todi, Italy.    DATE:   1 May 1944 

Type of Bombs:  500 lb Demo.     446
th
 Planes:  6 

Lt. Morris led the formation.  The first flight made two runs on the target, dropping on a 

330º axis.  The second flight dropped on a 260º axis.  Both N and S approaches were 

reported hit, with some bombs observed hitting beneath the bridge.  Three planes dropped 

on a target of opportunity (bridge) with unobserved results.  No flak, no fighters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Monday, 1 May 1944 (continued) 
 

 A/C No.  42-64547 ñPrincess Paolaò A/C No.  42-32429 ñFlamingoò 

P Herbert, John James, Jr., 1Lt Morris, Meade L., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Taylor, Jason G., 2Lt Chudars, James E. ñJimò, 2Lt 

N None Kinney, John H., 2Lt 

B Johnson, Henry W., 2Lt Reynolds, Laverne E., 2Lt 

E Clay, Donald W., Sgt Schreiner, Lester B. ñLesò, Sgt 

R Green, Salem M., S/Sgt Todd, Alfred J., T/Sgt 

G Casper, Henry G., S/Sgt Larson, Ralph L., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-30293 A/C No.  41-30387 ñKay Girlò 

P LeClair, Edward R., 1Lt Burandt, Charles Lawson ñChuckò, 2Lt 

CP Mickel, Alan T., 1Lt Sampson, Allan T., 1Lt 

N None None 

B Wotkowicz, Frank J., 2Lt Mexal, Gus J., 2Lt 

E Bober, John (NMI), Jr., Sgt Jupin, John (NMI), Jr., S/Sgt 

R Leary, Edward M., T/Sgt Maddox, Everette R., S/Sgt 

G Bender, Thomas J., Pvt Finney, Preston N., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-12963 ñMissouri Waltzò A/C No.  42-64549 

P Hurley, John R., 1Lt Jordan, Henry L., 2Lt 

CP Fontaine, Eugene A., Jr., 2Lt Gibbons, George H., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Farber, Joseph L., 2Lt Rice, Sumner W., 1Lt 

E Smith, Cephus M., Jr., S/Sgt Stapleton, Carl B., Sgt 

R Bove, Anthony P., S/Sgt Bufkin, Francis P., Jr., S/Sgt  

G Mittman, Milton M., Cpl Burrow, Isom F., Cpl 

F None None 

 

446
th

 BS:  Pilot Log of:  Fitzgerald, John (NMI) ñJackò, 2Lt, pilot (Co-Pilot) 

Pilot:   Walsh  A/C B-25J:  

Local:  Low Level Training 

Flying Time:  1:20 (53
rd

 mission in MTO) 

Walsh, George F., 2Lt, pilot 

 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  McRae, James Arrington, 2Lt, bombardier: 

ñNot on a mission today.  Lewis & I fixed up a stone fireplace in the rear of the tent.  

Flew with Walsh, working on low altitude technique.  Recôd 2 letters from Alice, Ma & 

Louise.  Wrote to M, Louise.  Hit the jackpot tonite at mail call, card from D.F., card & a 

letter from Ma; Pa, 3 ï Billy; card & letter from Mary Beninati.  Wrote Alice, Pa, D.F.  

Meeting at Group of all bmbdrôs & element leaders, the Colonel was really in good form, 

kept us laughing for an hour.  Scheduled for a mission tomorrow, fling with George 

Walsh.  Flying time:  01:20 hrs.ò 

Lewis, Vernon, 2Lt, pilot           Schwane, Henry H., Lt Col, pilot, Commander 

Walsh, George F., 1Lt, pilot 



 

Monday, 1 May 1944 (continued) 
 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Walker, Dale F., 1Lt, pilot:  Letter Home:  ñHere I am in 

Corsica.  Sure wish I was going toward instead of away from home.  Itôs been abut 15 

days since I last wrote anyone.  We werenôt allowed to write. 

 Itôs cold here in Corsica at night and we have no stove so I have to go to bed to 

keep warm. 

 Gale Dickson started home to the U.S.A. yesterday.  Sure wish I could start home.  

Iôm glad to see him go home.  At least someone gets to anyway.  Donôt know what theyôre 

saving me for.  I have been ahead of everyone in the squadron on missions now for a 

month.  Well, maybe it wonôt be long.ò 

Dickson, Gale Monroe, 1Lt, pilot 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary: A large number of the 447
th
 personnel are still waiting on orders at 

Bagnolia.  12 passes to visit Naples were given out.  Todayôs training consisted of an XC 

flight from Corsica to Italy by Lt. Banks and a practice bombing mission. 

Banks, Herbert J., 2Lt, pilot    Stocking, Eugene, E., 2Lt, pilot 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 313/mission 312) Group Mission # 273: 7 of 

our ships participated in a raid on RR Bridge at Todi, with Lt. Stocking leading our 

squadron.  Both N and S approaches were hit with some bombs hitting beneath the bridge 

itself.  Three ships dropped short on bridge N of primary and three other planes dropped 

on target of opportunity.  

 

 A/C No.  42-53371 ñDeath Windò A/C No.  41-30557 

P Murray, Richard E., 2Lt Thomas, John J., 1Lt 

CP Christian, Calvin B., 2Lt Grimse, Ralph T., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Huffman, William C., 2Lt Rosenbledt, James M., 2Lt 

E Cangillieri, Liobnick (NMI), S/Sgt  Sheppard, Luther Edgar ñL.E.ò, Jr., Sgt 

R Toole, John F., S/Sgt Free, Paul L., S/Sgt 

G Fowler, Harold E., Sgt Rose, Clifford A., Sgt 

F None Statham, Alvin F., Cpl 

 A/C No.  42-64695 A/C No.  42-64583 

P Stocking, Eugene E., 1Lt Bastin, Melville R., 2Lt 

CP Nettles, Forrest Truett, 2Lt Manz, Wayne A., 2Lt 

N Olsen, Svend P., 1Lt None 

B Martin, Wayne R., 2Lt McCaleb, Harold G., 2Lt 

E Tollefson, Walter F. K., Cpl Morrissey, Raphael E., Cpl 

R Bilski, Walter J., S/Sgt Pierce, William H., Cpl 

G Mitchell, Rennie (NMI), S/Sgt Blalock, Joe T., Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No.  41-13175 ñThe Saint Myrtle 

IIò 

A/C No.  42-64512 ñScotch & Sodaò 

P Dean, Ivan E., 2Lt Haynes, Eldon R., 2Lt 

CP Krafka, Edward M., 2Lt Magne, Henry J. ñJoeò, 2Lt 

N None None 

B Spruill, Marvin L., 2Lt Webb, James A., 2Lt 

E Partee, Watson L., Sgt Engels, Robert W., Sgt 

R Alpino, Joseph D., S/Sgt Boyd, Robert J., T/Sgt 

G Mango, Vincent A. ñVinceò, Sgt Tarra, Frederick J., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-30538 ñShad Rack You 

Done Crapped Againò 

 

P Button, Ervine J., 2Lt  

CP Denman, John L., 2Lt  

N None  

B Adcock, Leonard E., 2Lt  

E Baldridge, Grant W., Sgt  

R Korzeniowski, Edward S., S/Sgt  

G Sinclair, Ralph (NMI), Sgt,   

F None  

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Mango, Vincent A. "Vince", Sgt, aerial gunner (Mission 6) 

ñTarget:  Todi RR Br.  Flak:  none   Combat:  2:55  Bombs:  500 lb 

Escorts:  Spits  Plane # 175 (41-13175 ñSaint-Myrtle IIò) Crew:  P-Lt. Dean, 

CP-Lt Krafka, B-Lt Spruill, E-Sgt Partee, R-SSG Alpino, G-Sgt Mango 

Both N & S approaches hit w/ some bombs hitting beneath bridge itself.  3 planes 

dropped short on bridge N of primary and 3 others dropped on target of opportunity 

w/unobserved results.ò 

Alpino, Joseph D., S/Sgt, radio-gunner Dean, Ivan E., 2Lt, pilot  

Krafka, Edward (NMI), 2Lt, pilot  Partee, Watson L., Sgt, engineer-gunner 

Spruill, Marvin L., 2Lt, bombardier 

 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 313/mission 312) Group Mission # 273: 
Mission 226 (273).  At 11:40 26 planes off to bomb Monte Molino RR bridge and 20 

planes dropped 160 x 500 bombs at 13:30 from 9,000 feet on primary target.  3 planes 

dropped 24 x 500 bombs on RR bridge just N of primary target.  3 planes dropped 24 x 

500 on RR bridge at E-7885.  Both N and S approaches reported hit with some bombs 

observed hitting beneath bridge.  No flak.  Weather:  3/10
th
 cover at primary. 
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 A/C No.  41-13195 A/C No.  41-30125 

P McCabe, Norman M., 2Lt Dossey, Vernon Curtis, 2Lt 

CP Connor, John C., Jr., 2Lt Mathews, Thomas W., 2Lt 

N None None 

B McDonough, Thomas E., Jr., 2Lt Young, Robert B., 2Lt 

E Hospod, Benjamin (NMI), Sgt Johnson, Roy C., Sgt 

R Denny, Joseph C., S/Sgt Wilkinson, Robert M., Sgt 

G Everhart, Clifford R., Sgt Bowman, Wilmer E., Sgt 

F Edwards, Clarence C., S/Sgt None 

 A/C No.  42-64521 A/C No.  41-30327 

P Hales, Ermine L., 1Lt Cottle, Robert J., 2Lt 

CP Hicks, John T., 1Lt Olson, Orin E., 2Lt 

N Duncan, George F., 2Lt None 

B Petit, Rene P., 1Lt McRee, Malcolm B., 1Lt 

E Hinton, Zane R., PFC Kershaw, Raymond T., Sgt 

R Robertshaw, David F., S/Sgt Lellis, Michael C., Pvt 

G Crow, Roscoe J., Pvt VanCura, Edward W., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-32427 A/C No.  42-64519 

P Riener, William F., 2Lt Verkruysse, Emile D., 2Lt 

CP Ovard, Glen S., 2Lt Shear, Meyer (NMI), 2Lt 

N None None 

B Evans, Ivor P., 1Lt Joyce, Robert W. ñDead-eyeò, 1Lt 

E Davis, Jimmie L., S/Sgt Thorsett, Clifford R., Sgt 

R Riss, Royal C., S/Sgt Hassenbein, Sam (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Wolf, Elmer A., S/Sgt Bennett, Ross F., S/Sgt 

F France, Charles E., Jr., Sgt None 

 A/C No.  41-30005 ñThe Duckò  

P Armstrong, Donald R., 1Lt  

CP Barber, Marshall Hall ñRedò, 2Lt  

N Feeley, Walter C., Jr., 1Lt  

B Bond, Edward N., 2Lt  

E Rippel, Nat (NMI), Sgt  

R Thompson, Arthur R., Jr., S/Sgt  

G Coleman, Seaton L., Sgt  

F None  



 

Tuesday, 2 May 1944 
 

USAAF Chronology:  MTO Tactical Operations (12
th

 AF):  In Italy, attacks against 

rail lines and bridges in N Italy continue; medium bombers bomb an approach to a bridge 

in N Oriveto, bridges in S Ficulle and in Marsciano, and marshalling yards in 

Florence/Campo di Marte and W and NW Florence; light bombers hit an ammunition 

dump NE of Rome; P-40s and P-47s hit rail lines N of Rome, bridges SW of Rome, guns 

N of Anzio, a road at Montefiascone, a road bridge at Cecina, trucks and planes at 

Malignano landing ground and several other dumps, roads, and rail lines in N Italy. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   Major General Cannon and Brigadier General Knapp visited 

field this date. 

Cannon, John K., Maj Gen, 12th AF Commander 

Knapp, Robert Duane, Sr., Brigadier General, pilot, 57th BW Commander 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary: (Ops Order 314/mission 313) Group Mission # 274: 

An excellent concentration both on and around the railroad bridge at Marsciano was 

recorded by twenty ïseven aircraft assigned to hit that target.  A large explosion was seen 

at the center of the bridge.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

321
st
 BG Mission No 274 Date: 2 May 44 No A/C completing mission:  27 

Squadrons:   445-7  446-7   447-6  448-7 

Target:  Marsciano RR Bridge at A-655800. 

Time OFF:  0910  T.O.T.:   1110  Time Down:   

27 A/C took off to bomb Marsciano RR Bridge at A-655800.  RESULTS:  Bridge hit in 

center and possible hits on N. & S. end of approaches.  Large explosion on or beneath 

bridge observedðsuggests that bridge might have been mined.  Some bombs over and 

some short.  OPPOSITION ENCOUNTERED:  On u/i E/A at target.  3/4 E/A at about 

600 feet at 1050 hours going west.  10 FW-190ôs and ME-109ôs at N(?)-3893, tangled 

with escort.  Believed to have taken off N. of Lake Trasimeno. 

(Final Report not available) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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445
th

 BS War Diary: The plans for elaborate buildings to house the Officers and 

Enlisted Mens Clubs are going into effect.  The main room is to be surrounded on three 

sides by a screened in porch.  The kitchen will be on the fourth side.  Since the only 

lumber available is in rough form with the bark still on the outside, the plans are for a 

rustic style club.  Lt. Lower has constructed a buzz saw which is to run off the rear wheel 

of a jeep.  The slabs had to be ripped on at least two sides.  M/Sgt Gene Graf has been 

placed in charge of the construction crews for the E.M. while Sgt. Hiram Stanford is 

overseeing the actual building.  529 went to Palermo and Capt. Strenger to Foggia. 

Graf, Edward E. ñGeneò, M/Sgt, communications      Stanford, Hiram P., Sgt, carpenter 

Lower, William C., 2Lt, personal equipment      Strenger, Marshall C., Capt, pilot 

 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 314/mission 313) Group Mission # 274: 

445th got right in there to score direct hits on the R.R. Bridge due north of Marsciano, 

Italy. 
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 A/C No.  41-13202 ñIdaho Lassieò A/C No.  42-32434 ñMississippi 

Gambler IIò 

P Rygh, Malvin S. ñMalò, 2Lt Hatcher, Leon F., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Richardson, John S., 2Lt Groose, William R. ñBudò, 2Lt 

N None Sharp, Kenneth R., 1Lt 

B Klein, Robert J., 2Lt Wren, Frank J., 1Lt 

E Jones, Robert C., T/Sgt Hawkins, Vernon L., Sgt 

R Bixby, Jack H., T/Sgt Stone, Donald R., S/Sgt 

G Weaver, Dale W., Cpl Jannetta, Floridi D. ñFloydò, Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13179 ñBoogerò A/C No.  42-32333 ñLoreleiò 

P Shyshka, Lubomir P. ñCross Countryò, 

1Lt 

Waterman, LeRoy R., 1Lt 

CP Schweda, George J., 2Lt Groh, Sheldon R., 2Lt 

N Fisher, Sigmund M., 2Lt None 

B Maughan, George W., 1Lt Yepez, Oscar W., 1Lt 

E Swingholm, Raymond J., Sgt Morisi, David D., Pvt 

R Pate, Harris B., Jr., S/Sgt Heinbaugh, James C., T/Sgt 

G Bellendir, John C., Sgt Garza, Manuel (NMI), Pvt 

F None Abrams, Samuel (NMI), Pvt 

 A/C No.  41-29985 A/C No.  42-64667 ñWet Dreamsò 

P Hinsley, Maxwell D., 1Lt Tarmichael, Arthur J., 1Lt 

CP Place, Winston R., 2Lt Lyons, Lawrence L., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Souders, Walter E., 1Lt Conover, Donald C., 2Lt 

E Soltysiak, Stanley J. ñSaltyò, Pvt Weaver, Gerald R., Pvt 

R Parlette, Oliver C., S/Sgt OôLeary, John D., T/Sgt 

G Whelan, Edward J., Sgt Lemke, Leslie J., Sgt 

F None Cotter, Jack M., Sgt 

 A/C No.  42-32458  

P Wagner, Gerald W., 2Lt  

CP Hammar, Robert L., 2Lt  

N None  

B Fitzgerald, Daniel J., Sgt  

E York, Rufus (NMI), Sgt  

R Kintly, James E., S/Sgt  

G Eiff, William C., S/Sgt  

F None  

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  One mission today.  A mail call late in the afternoon. 
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446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 314/mission 313) Group Mission # 274: 

Squadron Mission 233 

TARGET:  Marsciano RR Bridge, Italy.   DATE:   2 May 1944 

Type of Bombs:  500 lb Demo.    446
th
 Planes:  7 

Lt. Wiginton, 447
th
 Sqdn. led the formation.  Bridge was hit in the center with possible 

hits on the N and S ends of the approaches.  Some bombs were over and some short.  10 

FW-190s and Me-109s tangled with the escort.  No flak. 

Wiginton, J. Maurice, 2Lt, pilot, 447
th
 BS 

 

 A/C No.  41-30293 A/C No.  42-64587 ñRed Nosed 

Beckieò 

P Walsh, George F., 1Lt Ritger, Frederic Charles, 2Lt 

CP Fitzgerald, John (NMI) ñJackò, 2Lt Vancil, Alfred E., 2Lt 

N None None 

B McRae, James Arrington, 2Lt Farber, Joseph L., 2Lt 

E Shellhamer, Lawrence (NMI), Cpl Mowry,  Michael L. S., S/Sgt  

R Orechia, James Raymond ñRaymondò 

ñRaymondò, T/Sgt 

Huntoon, Stuart Layne, Pvt 

G Thornton, Edward P., Sgt Heery, Philip M., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64549 A/C No.  42-64511 ñThe Madam 2 of 

St. Joeò 

P Church, Edwin Adem, 2Lt Cooper, Paul T., Capt 

CP Goff, Leroy Robert, Jr., 2Lt Cameron, William D. ñBillò, Jr., Maj, 

HQ 321
st
 BG 

N None Franklin, Arthur E., 2Lt 

B Kiernan, Noble J., 2Lt Mottley, John F., 2Lt 

E Zelnick, John J., Sgt Clickner, Albert H., S/Sgt 

R Holder, Paul F., S/Sgt Foley, Joseph M., S/Sgt 

G Ricke, Richard O., S/Sgt Miles, Walter J., Jr., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-32446 ñMascotò A/C No.  42-64509 ñNo Peekinôò 

(previously ñEnid IIò, ñArkansas 

Traveler IIò) 

P Holt, Robert L., 2Lt Othick, Rolland R., 1Lt 

CP Lewis, Vernon (NMI), 2Lt Mayfield, Estel Allen, 2Lt 

N None None 

B Williams, Warren R., 2Lt Forsberg, Robert A., 2Lt 

E Stapleton, Carl B., Sgt McArdle, John R., PFC 

R Mygrant, Robert F., S/Sgt Youngblood, Woodrow W., S/Sgt 

G Finney, Preston N., S/Sgt Miller, Edward J., Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No.  42-64547 ñPrincess Paolaò  

P Herbert, John James, Jr., 1Lt  

CP Taylor, Jason G., 2Lt  

N Chapman, John E., 2Lt  

B Johnson, Henry W., 2Lt  

E Clay, Donald W., Sgt  

R Green, Salem M., S/Sgt  

G Casper, Henry G., S/Sgt  

F None  

 

446
th

 BS:  Pilot Log of:  Fitzgerald, John (NMI) ñJackò, 2Lt, pilot (mission 29, Co-Pilot) 

Pilot:   Walsh   A/C B-25D-10: 41-30293  

Target:  Marsciano RR Bridge, Italy  

Flying Time:  3:00 (54
th
 mission in MTO) 

446
th

 BS:  Pilot Log of:  Fitzgerald, John (NMI) ñJackò, 2Lt, pilot (Co-Pilot) 

Pilot:   Walsh  A/C B-25J:  

Local:  Low Level Training 

Flying Time:  1:05 (55
th
 mission in MTO) 

Walsh, George F., 2Lt, pilot 

 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  McRae, James Arrington, 2Lt, bombardier: (mission 24) 

ñPre-briefed 0810  T.O. 0940  Pilot:  George Walsh  CoPilot:  Fitzgerald 

 Ship # 293   Alt, 9500ô Bombs:  8 ï 500 # Demos Position:  2-4-1 

Target: R.R. Bridge @ Marsciano (42° 55 N - 12Á 20ô E).  Over target 1110, no flak, 8 

enemy fighters in area, didnôt bother us.  On the bomb run, no PDI corrections, finally 1 

to sharp, tumbled gyro, too far off course to release.  Later found out that G. Walsh 

couldnôt find the PDI.  Walsh & I had to report to Maj. Asbury to explain why we didnôt 

drop bombs. 

Went out to the line, looked over the new B-25J, going to use it on the low level 

mission.  Wrote to Ma, started a letter to Billy, but didnôt finish it.  Went to show, 

ñAdventures of a Rookieò.  Funny.  Flying time:  03:00 hrs.ò 

Asbury, Wilburn, Maj, pilot, Operations Officer, HQ 321
st
 BG 

Fitzgerald, John (NMI) ñJackò, 2Lt, pilot   Walsh, George F., 1Lt, pilot 

 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Walker, Dale F., 1Lt, pilot:  Letter Home:  ñHere another day 

has gone by here in Corsica.  I didnôt do much today.  I went visiting another Group and 

seen some of my old classmates.  I had a good time talking over cadet days.  Cobbett and 

McDonough are both o.k. and only about 20 miles from me here in Corsica.  Iôm going 

up to see them soon.  I saw them both a lot just before I left Italy.  Nicklaus is o.k., feeling 

pretty good.  Me too, except for a little cold. 

 I guess I told you in yesterdayôs letter that Gale Dickson got to go home the other 

day.  I donôt know how long it will take him to get home anyway.  I have plenty of 

missions to go home for some time now.  I have been ahead of everyone in the squadron  
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for quite awhile.  Donôt know what theyôre keeping me for.  Well, maybe Iôll get home 

some time. 

 Thereôs not much news here.  Corsica is quite a pretty place, but mosquitos are 

getting bad.  Iôm planning on going to the town of Bastia soon and see whatôs there.ò 

Cobbett, Stanley W., Sgt, engineer-gunner, 486th BS, 340th BG 

Dickson, Gale Monroe, 1Lt, pilot 

McDonough, John F., S/Sgt, gunner, 486th BS, 340th BG    

Nicklaus, George Edward "Nick", 1Lt, bombardier 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  S/Sgt. Sidney Orloff, S/Sgt. Herman Roberts and Sgt. Robert P. 

Quintenz returned from DS with the 5
th
 Army.  Todayôs training consisted of local 

transition and bombing practice.  Finally received embarkation orders.  Loading of 

equipment on two American L.O.T.s with Greek crews, has started.  All personnel spent 

the night on board.  

Orloff, Sidney (NMI), S/Sgt, radio-gunner 

Quintenz, Robert P., S/Sgt, engineer-gunner  

Roberts, Herman (NMI), S/Sgt, gunner 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 314/mission 313) Group Mission # 274: 6 of 

our ships participated in a raid on RR Bridge at Marsciano with Lt. Wiginton leading the 

Group.  Bridge hit in center and possible hits on N and S ends of approaches.  Large 

explosion on or near bridge seen, possible due to mines.  Some bombs over and short.   

 

 A/C No.  41-30557 A/C No.  42-32449 

P Wiginton, J. Maurice ñWigsò, 1Lt Schnoebelen, Orval L., 2Lt 

CP Sampson, Raymond D. ñSammyò, Maj, 

Commander 

Heitman, William F., 2Lt 

N Olsen, Svend P., 1Lt None 

B Jones, Claude F., 1Lt Niedelman, Hyman (NMI), 2Lt 

E Beckhart, Maurice H., S/Sgt Clyne, Everett H., Sgt 

R Mathews, William E., S/Sgt Boyd, Robert J., T/Sgt 

G Rogowski, Edmund (NMI) ñButchò, Sgt Jaskowski, John (NMI) ñJackò, Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64694 A/C No.  41-12930 ñSNAFUò 

P Swanson, Robert Harold ñSwaneeò, 2Lt Speer, Marvin L., 2Lt 

CP Muzinich, Anthony L. ñTonyò, 2Lt Nall, John G., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Fisher, Gerald E., 2Lt James, Robert M., 2Lt 

E Fisher, Theodore M., S/Sgt Escher, Carl S., S/Sgt 

R Reynolds, Frank J., S/Sgt Carlson, Carl M., T/Sgt 

G Richards, Charles M., Cpl Corkill, John (NMI), Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No.  42-64553 A/C No.  42-64512 ñScotch & Sodaò 

P Bastin, Melville R., 2Lt Cloward, Glannin A., Capt 

CP Manz, Wayne A., 2Lt Krafka, Edward (NMI), 2Lt 

N None None 

B McCaleb, Harold G., 2Lt Webb, James A., 2Lt 

E Morrissey, Raphael E., Cpl Dawson, Roy C., Sgt 

R Pierce, William H., Cpl Vineski, Robert R. ñThe Reverendò, 

S/Sgt 

G Miller, Dale G., Sgt Burke, William H., Jr., Sgt 

F Statham, Alvin F., Cpl None 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Rogowski, Edmund (NMI) ñButchò, Sgt, gunner:  ñ24
th
 

mission, flew with Wigs, bombed Marsciano bridge, good bombing, no opposition.ò 

Wiginton, J. Maurice "Wigs", 2Lt, pilot 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:   (No non-mission information) 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 314/mission 313) Group Mission # 274: 

Mission 227 (274).  At 09:10 27 planes off to bomb Marsciano RR bridge and dropped 

191 x 500 at 11:10 from 9,000 feet.  The bridge was observed to have been hit in the 

center by an excellent concentration and there were good clusters on both ends causing 

probable hits.  A large explosion was reported either on or beneath the bridge.  Observers 

reported 3 ï 4 E/A on deck going W at 10:50 and 10 FW-190ôs and ME-109ôs near 

Castiglione at 11:20, engaged by escort.  No flak.  12 Spits escort.  Weather: CAVU at 

target. 

 

 A/C No.  41-30005 ñThe Duckò A/C No.  42-87455 

P Lyons, John B., 2Lt VanRaam, Rudolph (NMI), 1Lt 

CP Amo, Leo W., 2Lt Armstrong, Donald R., 1Lt 

N Hickey, William O., 2Lt Olszewski, Henry (NMI), 2Lt 

B Kukorowski, Albert A., 2Lt McCue, William M., Jr., 1Lt 

E Rippel, Nat (NMI), Sgt Chosta, Louis (NMI), Sgt 

R Thompson, Arthur R., Jr., S/Sgt Burr, Harry C., S/Sgt 

G Coleman, Seaton L., S/Sgt Sharpsteen, Robert E., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13195 A/C No.  41-30125 

P Kuykendall, James William ñKukieò, 2Lt Dossey, Vernon Curtis, 2Lt 

CP Shear, Meyer (NMI), 2Lt Matthews, Thomas W., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Blume, Wilber T., 2Lt Braun, Joseph M., T/Sgt 

E Ernst, David L., Sgt Gager, Joseph R., Sgt 

R Schattner, Clarence D., S/Sgt Wilkinson, Robert M., S/Sgt 

G Slafkes, Milton M., Sgt Bowman, Wilmer E., Sgt 

F France, Charles E., Jr., Sgt Edwards, Clarence C., S/Sgt 
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 A/C No.  42-64521 A/C No.  42-64519 

P McCabe, Norman M., 2Lt Cottle, Robert J., 2Lt 

CP Blackwell, Robert G., 2Lt Warren, William F., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Carr, Randal C., Cpl Robert, Maurice L., S/Sgt 

E Sommer, Robert F., Sgt Hospod, Benjamin (NMI), Sgt 

R Denny, Joseph C., S/Sgt Lellis, Michael C., Pvt 

G White, E. T., Sgt VanCura, Edward W., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.   42-32427  

P Myers, Harold C. ñCaseyò, 2Lt  

CP Carrington, Charles C., 2Lt    

N None  

B Schlenk, Henry O., 2Lt  

E Hajny, Zdenek (NMI), S/Sgt  

R Dean, Wilmer J., S/Sgt  

G Neuman, Robert A., Sgt  

F None  

 

 



 

Wednesday, 3 May 1944 
 

USAAF Chronology: MTO Tactical Operations (12
th

 AF): AAF, MTO: 16th 

Reconnaissance Squadron (Heavy, Special), AAF, MTO, moves from Foch Field, 

Tunisia to Foggia, Italy with B-17s; a detachment is operating from Borgo, Corsica. The 

16th serves as a radar detection and countermeasures unit in the MTO.   

 

  In Italy, B-25s and B-26s pound railway bridges at Monte Molino, 

Orvieto, and Taggia, bridge approaches at Ficulle and Imperia, and Ventimiglia 

marshalling yards; A-20s attack ammunition dumps; P-40s and P-47s attack rail lines, 

bridge, dump, guns and buildings in the battle area and score 4 direct hits on an 

observation post S of Cassino; vessels and docks at Civitavecchia and Montalto di Castro 

and road bridges and rail lines in the area; town of Fondi and rail lines and bridges 

nearby; railway bridges at Foligno, Sant'Elpidio a Mare and Grosseto; viaduct at Terni; 

and numerous vehicles, dumps, railroads, vessels, and other targets in the battle areas and 

in N Italy; and 447
th
 Bombardment Squadron (Medium), 321

st
 Bombardment Group 

(Medium), moves from Gaudo Airfield to Solenzara, Corsica with B-25s. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   (No non-mission information) 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Communications Log: 

 

0640 Asbury to Wing.  ñWeather is badò. 

 

0642 ODO to 448
th
.  ñCancelled Bomb Range Flightò. 

 

0643 ODO to 448
th
.  ñSend up Pre-briefing menò. 

 

0648 Asbury to 57
th
 Wing.  ñNo alternate listedò. 

 

0710 445
th
 to Asbury.  ñAsked about óBooty Runô planes.  No changeò. 

 

57
th
 W Weather to Asbury.  ñFog up to 5,000ô on this side, other side is clear.  

We are to try and assemble above our own field if possible, if not we are to call 

Wingò. 

 

Blake to Controller.  ñCleared Mission planes, and also a flight of 12 to Sardinia 

for Training Flightò. 

 

1000   Controller to Blake.  ñWalrus picked up 5 men from raft--sank raft.  No contact 

with Walrus but he is taxiing N towards Bastia, he probably does not know the 

ambulance is waiting at Borgo. High speed Launch is on the way up to intercept 

the Walrus.  More info to followò.  (Crew of 447
th
 BS ship 42-64583, piloted by 

1Lt Harwood (NMI) Beebe, Jr.) 
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1045 Controller to Blake.  ñLaunch picked up 6 men from Walrus.  Report all in good 

conditionò. 

 

1055  Controller to Blake.  ñ6 Men picked up--were taken to Bastiaò. 

 

1115  Asbury to Wing.  ñFlash Mission Reportò. 

 

1150 Borgo Controller to Asbury.  ñClear planes thru Ghisonaccia (Newhall 889).ò 

 

1220 447
th
 to Larson.  ñCannot send planes on range.  Are doing low altitude 

practice.  Two planes for test hop.  Others loaded with 1000ôs unfuzedò. 

 

1325   Hoffman to Newhall 889.  ñCleared flight of 12 A/C for 1500 take off.ò 

 

Larson to Upton.  ñCrew on raft O.K.  They did not come back with Capt. 

Bounds.  He is sending an A/C to pick them upò. 

  

1415  Larson to Newhall.  ñCleared 43-27492 ñReddie Teddieò and 43-27498 ñAve 

Mariaòò. 

 

1500  Larson to Newhall.  ñCleared practice formation of 12ò. 

 

1520 Fenner to Larson.  ñFor 4 May 1944:  24 A/C with 500ôs .1 and .025 fuzingò. 

 Ordnance & Squadrons notified. 

 

1540 Larson to Newhall 889.  ñCleared planes for Bombing Rangeò. 

  

 Larson to Squadrons.  ñInformed them of briefing timeò. 

 

1650 341
st
 S.S. to Larson.  ñWant Pilot to slow time A/C 41-30354ò. (445

th
 BS ship) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary: (Ops Order 315/mission 314) Group Mission # 275: 

Mission number 275 for this group was sent to the Ficulle North railroad bridge for 

destruction purposes.  Bombs were scattered however and no hits were made.  Lt. Beebe 

of the 447
th
 made an excellent water landing when his engine cut out in take-off.  The 

crew was only shaken up a bit and all hands were back in camp in two hours.  The plane 

stayed afloat about five minutes, a testimony to the excellent handling by Lt. Beebe. 

Beebe, Harwood (NMI), Jr., 1Lt, pilot, 447
th
 BS 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

321
st
 BG Mission No 275 Date: 3 May 44 No A/C completing mission:  25 

Squadrons:   445-7  446-7   447-5  448-6 

Target:  Ficulle RR Bridge at A-399757. 

Time OFF:  0815  T.O.T.:   0945  Time Down:  1040 

27 A/C took off to bomb Ficulle N. RR Bridge at A-399757.  RESULTS:  Plane crashed 

in sea on take-off, crew safe, one other plane circled.  26 bombed with bombs scattered to 

both N. & S. of bridge with possible hits on center.  Tracks out to S. and possible hits on 

highway bridge E. of target with several bombs over to NE.  OPPOSITION 

ENCOUNTERED:  Scant to moderate, heavy, and inaccurate flakðreported from S. of 

target and vicinity of Fabro.  Planes LOST:  One. 

(Final Report not available) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:    445
th
 is feeding 447

th
 and others while their kitchens are being 

set up.  The length of the chow lines has hit a new high and the boys are really sweating 

them out.  Three planes went up on a practice mission.  Two truck loads of lumber have 

come in.  The S-2 Department has erected its European situation maps.  The Nissen hut 

for kitchen supplies is completed. 

 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 315/mission 314) Group Mission # 275: A 

plane from our group crashed into the sea following take off.  The crew is safe but damp. 

 

 A/C No.  42-64527 ñSycamore 1İ 

Judyò 

A/C No.  42-32434 ñMississippi 

Gambler IIò 

P Schiff, Frederick (NMI), 2Lt Neumann, Robert H., Capt 

CP Boucher, Arthur Paul, F/O Hoffman, Albert J., 1Lt, HQ 321
st
 BG 

N None Casaburi, Robert Roland, 2Lt 

B Fitzgerald, Daniel J., Sgt Kauric, William J., 1Lt 

E Marinucci, Andrew J., Sgt York, Rufus (NMI), Sgt 

R Rossi, Sam J., S/Sgt Johnson, John E., T/Sgt 

G Lemke, Leslie J., Sgt Andrews, Lamar C., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-30550 ñHetties Pride and 

Joyò 

A/C No.  42-32458 

P Rigler, Edward J., 2Lt Rygh, Malvin S. ñMalò, 2Lt 

CP Schweda, George J., 2Lt Richardson, John S., 2Lt 

N Sharp, Kenneth R., 1Lt None 

B Miller, Edward A., 1Lt Klein, Robert J., 2Lt 

E Malmberg, Russell H., S/Sgt Leith, Douglas L., Sgt 

R Wells, Joy E., S/Sgt Heinbaugh, James C., T/Sgt 

G Doswell, Richard (NMI), Sgt Jones, Harvey J., Sgt 

F Schaviak, Willis M., Sgt None 
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 A/C No.  42-32333 ñLoreleiò A/C No.  42-64667 ñWet Dreamsò 

P Gunder, William H., 2Lt Hinsley, Maxwell D., 1Lt 

CP Hadsell, Donald M., 2Lt Moore, Henry D., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Brule, Gordon J., 2Lt Souders, Walter E., 1Lt 

E Knight, Arnold K., Sgt Callister, Jack Roland, Cpl 

R Marcoulier, William A., S/Sgt Shiloh, Andrew (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Reddy, John E., S/Sgt McClary, Louis E., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-53373  

P Dickerson, Samuel M., 1Lt  

CP Wolfe, Robert A., 2Lt  

N None  

B OôToole, Francis X., 1Lt  

E Malloy, Edward J., Sgt  

R Wells, Robert J., Sgt  

G Kramer, Henry P., Sgt  

F None  

 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  The squadron flies to attack a point north of Rome. 

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 315/mission 314) Group Mission # 275:  

Squadron Mission 234 

TARGET:  Ficulle (N) RR Bridge, Italy.   DATE:   3 May 1944 

Type of Bombs:  1000 lb Demo.    446
th
 Planes:  7 

Lt. Stewart, 448
th
 Sqdn. led the formation.  Bombs scattered to N and S of bridge with 

possible hits on center.  Tracks cut to S and possible hits on highway bridge E of target.  

Ten planes failed to bomb.  Plane crashed into sea on take-off, crew safe.  Flak was scant 

to moderate, heavy and inaccurate.  No fighters. 

Stewart, Hugh W., 2Lt, pilot, 448
th
 BS 

 

 A/C No.  41-12963 ñMissouri Waltzò A/C No.  42-64549 

P Hurley, John R., 2Lt Hodges, Richard E., 2Lt 

CP White, Frank B., 2Lt Briles, Connolly O., 2Lt 

N None None 

B McRae, James Arrington, 2Lt Hughes, John Jerome ñJackò, 2Lt 

E Smith, Cephus M., Jr., S/Sgt Bellamy, Herbert E., S/Sgt 

R Bove, Anthony P., S/Sgt Cohen, George (NMI), T/Sgt 

G Mittman, Milton M., Cpl Nemet, Michael (NMI), Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No.  42-64509 ñNo Peekinôò 

(previously ñEnid IIò, ñArkansas 

Traveler IIò) 

A/C No.  41-30387 ñKay Girlò 

P Hipson, Robert Graham, 2Lt Matzinger, Keith Robinson, 1Lt 

CP Wojcik, Walter (NMI), 2Lt Hughes, Robert H., 1Lt 

N None None 

B Rice, Sumner W., 1Lt Nicklaus, George Edward ñNickò, 1Lt 

E Stapleton, Carl B., Sgt Britton, William W., Jr., Sgt 

R Mygrant, Robert F., S/Sgt Fellmer, Carl M., S/Sgt  

G Finney, Preston N., S/Sgt Boatright, Benjamin (NMI), Jr. ñBenò, 

Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.   42-64587 ñRed Nosed 

Beckieò 

A/C No.  42-32394 ñPeg Oô My Heartò 

P Burandt, Charles Lawson ñChuckò, 2Lt LeClair, Edward R., 1Lt 

CP Lee, Roy N., 2Lt Mickel, Alan T., 2Lt 

N None Dunn, Thomas B., 2Lt 

B Kiernan, Noble J., 2Lt Wotkowicz, Frank J., 2Lt  

E Jupin, John (NMI), Jr., S/Sgt Bober, John (NMI), Jr., Sgt 

R Holder, Paul F., S/Sgt Leary, Edward M., T/Sgt 

G Wiacek, Emil J., Sgt Bender, Thomas J., Pvt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64547 ñPrincess Paolaò  

P Vivas, Frank Paul, 1Lt  

CP Goff, Leroy Robert, Jr., 2Lt  

N None  

B Wilcox, Harry Bradway, Jr., 2Lt  

E Jacob, Elmer A., Jr., PFC  

R Brown, Dennis H., S/Sgt  

G Brown, Ronald M., Sgt  

F None  

 

 

446
th

 BS:  Pilot Log of:  Fitzgerald, John (NMI) ñJackò, 2Lt, pilot (Pilot) 

Co-Pilot: Walsh A/C B-25J:  

Local:  Low Level Training 

Flying Time:  0:50 (56
th
 mission in MTO) 

Walsh, George F., 2Lt, pilot 
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446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  McRae, James Arrington, 2Lt, bombardier: (mission 25) 

ñPre-briefed 0640  T.O. 0810  Pilot:  Hurley   CoPilot:  White 

 Ship # 963 (Mo. Waltz) Alt, 8,700 Bombs:  3 ï 1000 # Demos Position:  1-4-1 

Target:  R.R. Bridge North of Ficulle (42Á 52ô N - 12Á 03ô E).  Over target @ 0946, no 

fighters; heavy, light, inaccurate flak.  On bomb run the interphone system went out, 

couldnôt contact pilot, a screwed up bomb run, did not drop. 

After dinner Burandt and I went & had a shower & shave.  Felt good.  Tired, so I 

sacked most of the afternoon.  Recôd a letter from Pa.  Wrote to Pa and Billy.  Nothing to 

do all evening but hang around the tent.  Not scheduled for a mission tomorrow. 

Flying time:  03:00 hrs.ò 

Burandt, Charles Lawson ñChuckò, 2Lt, pilot  Hurley, John R., 2Lt, pilot 

White, Frank B., 2Lt, pilot 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:   Early this morning we left Naples enroute to Corsica, escorted by 

one British destroyer.  1
st
 Lt. Fred E. Ryherd, 2

nd
 Lt. Wayne T. Rye, Jr., and 2

nd
 Lt. John 

R Gillis returned from DS with the 5
th
 Army.  Todayôs training consisted of low level 

practice bombing and a local test flight. 

Gillis, John R., 2
nd

 Lt, pilot   Rye, Wayne T., Jr., 2Lt, bombardier 

Ryherd, Fred E., 1Lt, pilot    

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 315/mission 314) Group Mission # 275: Lt. 

Beebe in plane 583 took-off as scheduled on todayôs mission, but crash landed 

immediately in the sea after one engine cut out.  Bombs were salvoed and no one was 

seriously injured.  The crew was picked-up by an ASR launch.  The plane sank within 5 

minutes.  Lt. Alger in plane 695 took off as lead spare but did not complete mission, 

instead he circled Lt. Beebeôs ship until ASR arrived.  5 of our ships completed todayôs 

mission, raiding RR Bridge at A-655800, with Lt. Seavey leading our squadron.  Bombs 

scattered with possible hits on highway bridge E of target.  

 

 A/C No.  42-64583 (incomplete ï down 

at sea) 

A/C No.  42-64695 (not complete ï 

circled Lt. Beebe) 

P Beebe, Harwood (NMI), Jr., 1Lt Alger, LeRoy (NMI), 1Lt 

CP Martin, William H., Jr., 2Lt Heitman, William F., 2Lt 

N None Rye, Wayne T., Jr., 2Lt 

B Lundmark, Norman J., 2Lt Webb, James A., 2Lt 

E Escher, Carl S., S/Sgt Ford, Leonard W., S/Sgt 

R Korzeniowski, Edward S., S/Sgt Williamson, Myles O., T/Sgt 

G Sinclair, Ralph (NMI), S/Sgt Rose, Clifford A., Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No.  42-53371 ñDeath Windò A/C No.   41-30126 ñBull of Sahara - 

Flak Magnateò 

P Banks, Herbert J., 1Lt Bastin, Melville R., 2Lt 

CP Gillis, John R., 2Lt Manz, Wayne A., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Anderson, Sherman E., 2Lt McCaleb, Harold G., 2Lt 

E Koecher, Robert W., Sgt Morrissey, Raphael E., Cpl 

R Hubert, Leo G., T/Sgt Pierce, William H., Cpl 

G Blalock, Joe T., Sgt Corkill, John (NMI), Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-30557 A/C No.  41-30538 ñShad Rack You 

Done Crapped Againò 

P Seavey, George D., 1Lt Dean, Ivan E., 2Lt 

CP Mims, Nathan (NMI), 2Lt Krafka, Edward (NMI), 2Lt 

N Lindell, Harold N., 2Lt None 

B McDermott, James W., 2Lt Spruill, Marvin L., 2Lt 

E Beckhart, Maurice H., S/Sgt Partee, Watson L., Sgt 

R Reynolds, Frank J., S/Sgt Alpino, Joseph D., S/Sgt 

G Tarra, Frederick J., Sgt Mango, Vincent A. ñVinceò, Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-32505  

P Button, Ervine J., 2Lt  

CP Denman, John J., 2Lt  

N None  

B Adcock, Leonard E., 2Lt  

E Baldridge, Grant W., Sgt  

R Cowart, Eugene C., S/Sgt  

G Harriman, Elmon P., S/Sgt  

F Statham, Alvin F., Cpl  

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Mango, Vincent A. "Vince", Sgt, aerial gunner (Mission 7) 

ñTarget:  Ficulle RR Br. Flak:  HMI   Combat:   3:00 Bombs:   

Escorts:  Spits  Plane # 538 (41-30538 ñShad Rack You Done Crapped Againò) 

Crew:  P-Lt. Dean, CP-Lt Krafka, B-Lt Spruill, E-Sgt Partee, R-SSG Alpino, G-Sgt 

Mango 

Lt. Beebe in plane 583 (42-64583) took off but crashed immediately into sea. Crew was 

picked up by AASR launch and no one was injured seriously. Plane was a wash out and 

sank in 5 min. after crash. Bombs scattered w/possible hits on center of bridge. Tracks 

cut to S and possible hits on highway bridge E of target.ò 

Alpino, Joseph D., S/Sgt, radio-gunner            Beebe, Harwood (NMI), Jr., 1Lt, pilot 

Dean, Ivan E., 2Lt, pilot               Krafka, Edward (NMI), 2Lt, pilot  

Partee, Watson L., Sgt, engineer-gunner            Spruill, Marvin L., 2Lt, bombardier 
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448
th

 BS War Diary :    (No non-mission information) 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 315/mission 314) Group Mission # 275: 

Mission 228 (275).  At 08:15 27 planes off to bomb Ficulle RR bridge.  1 plane crashed 

in sea on take-off, crew safe, another plane circled the crash.  15 planes dropped 24 x 

1000 and 36 x 1000 at 09:45 from 9,000 feet.  10 planes failed to identify target and 

returned bombs to base.  All down at 10:40.  Main patter of bombs across bridge, 

possible hits on center and tracks cut to S of bridge and possible hits on hiway bridge E 

of target.  Heavy, scant and inaccurate flak from S of target and vicinity of Fabro.  Much 

traffic on roads near target.  Weather: CAVU at target. 

 

 A/C No.  42-64514 A/C No.  41-13050 

P Stewart, Hugh W., 1Lt Riener, William F., 2Lt 

CP Bell, Albert R., Maj Bard, John A., 2Lt 

N Duncan, George F., 2Lt None 

B Joyce, Robert W. ñDead-eyeò, 1Lt Farris, Stephen C., 2Lt 

E Clark, Raymond S., Sgt Roberts, Charles J., Sgt 

R Gilpatrick, Jack H., T/Sgt Doughty, Paul V., S/Sgt 

G Wolf, Elmer A., S/Sgt Hutchinson, James (NMI), Sgt 

F None Edwards, Clarence C., S/Sgt 

 A/C No.  42-64519 A/C No.  41-30005 ñThe Duckò 

P Verkruysse, Emile D., 2Lt Greene, William A., 1Lt 

CP Ovard, Glen S., 2Lt Furey, Frank M. ñMickeyò, 2Lt 

N None Feeley, Walter C., Jr., 1Lt 

B Bearden, James E., 2Lt Greene, Louis P., 2Lt 

E Weyeneth, Carl H., Sgt Perillo, Anthony L., S/Sgt 

R Campbell, James R., S/Sgt Hassenbein, Sam (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Hersh, Bertram (NMI), Sgt Mitchell, William C., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64521 A/C No.  41-13195 

P McCabe, Norman M., 2Lt Cottle, Robert J., 2Lt 

CP Lonsdorf, Frank L., Jr., 2Lt Olson, Orin E., 2Lt  

N None None 

B Apple, John A., 2Lt Evans, Ivor P., 1Lt 

E Donaud, Earl J., Sgt Carter, Eugene F., Sgt 

R Kielich, Henry J., S/Sgt Holtzendorf, Henry (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Bishop, William (NMI) ñBillò, Sgt Dembrowski, Henry J., Sgt 

F None White, E. T.,  Sgt 
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4
th

 Ferrying Squadron, Air Transport Command:  Extracts from Missing Air Crew 

Report # 4381:  (previously assigned to the 448
th
 BS, and transferred to the 310

th
 BG 

with all 321
st
 BG B-25G ships and crews in Nov 43) 

 

 B-25G A/C No.  42-32464 ñThe Goon Birdò  (MACR -4844 - MIA between 

Natal, Brazil and Belem, Brazil, enroute to USA - possible lack of fuel) 

P Montgomery, Roy V., 1Lt  - DED 

CP Gavin, William A., 2Lt,  - KNB 

N Richardson, 2Lt - KNB 

B None 

E Collins, Edward J, T/Sgt - KNB 

R Martin, F. J., PFC - KNB 

G None 

F None 

 

 



 

Thursday, 4 May 1944 

 
USAAF Chronology: MTO Tacti cal Operations (12

th
 AF):   

 

  In Italy, main effort again is against lines of communications; 

medium bombers hit bridges, tracks and marshalling yards; P-40s, A-36s and P-47s hit 

rail lines in and around Priverno, guns and radar station N of Anzio, railroad cars, rail 

lines, and bridge in the Orte-Attigliano and Orte-Narni areas, motor transport and stores 

E of Frascati, marshalling yards at Colleferro and Follonica, and trucks and personnel on 

the Fondi-Pico road; vessels at Leghorn and numerous railroad targets at scattered points 

are attacked.  Flight of the 5
th
 Combat Mapping Squadron, 3

rd
 Photographic Group 

(Reconnaissance), operating from San Severo, Italy returns to base at Pomigliano, Italy 

with F-5s 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   The tail-end of the ñBò party finally arrived today with 

stories of how the usual Army and Navy red tape plus a few other incidents delayed their 

departure more than two weeks. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Communications Log:   

 

0755 446
th
 to ODO. ñHave Maj. Larson call 446

th
 in re to practice missionò. 

 

0855 Cameron to Controller. ñCleared local low altitude mission and local practice  

  mission (formation, 12 planes).ò 

 

1115 Fitzpatrick to Hoffman.  ñGroup Commanders meeting in Gen. Knappôs office  

 at 1130 today.  Col. Smith is away--Col. Remington will attendò. 

 

1120 446
th
 to Asbury.  ñDue to lack of practice bombs, request permission to drop  

 100 lb. Demos on Range #3.  Permission not granted, cannot drop Demos on  

 #3.  Give PDI practice insteadò. 

 

1145 Bell to Larson.  ñPractice mission fouled upðdid not assembleò. 

 

1155 Larson to Newhall 889.  ñCleared plane for Bombing Range (448
th
)ò. 

 

1245 Asbury to Controller.  ñCleared 41-29760 (Jordan), 41-13123 (Vivas) for 

Bombing Rangeò. 

 

1300 Larson to 57
th
 Wing.  ñInfo on McAllisterôs A/Cò. 

 

1400 Asbury to Ackerman.  ñStill waiting on weather Recceò. 

 

1420 Borgo to Asbury.  ñA/C on Range shows ñCockerelò--emergency AEFò. 
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1430 ñTarget weather O.K.  Rendezvous 10 miles E. Weather is ñstinkoò.  Make  

 Sureò. 

 

1435 Cameron to 448
th
.  ñSet up one A/C with baggage racks for 0800 take off on 5  

 May, to proceed to Capodichino and pick up two menðand returnò. 

 

1440 Ackerman to Cameron.  ñCheck on distribution of 64
th
 F. Wing Weather Code  

 dated May 1, 1944ò. 

 

1800 Tokez to Asbury.  ñFusing is Inst. and .025.  Rendezvous for low level 10  

 minutes after first formation.  Escort:  8 or 12 Spits.  Poretta A/D is target.   

 Rendezvous W of Golo River, C/S of escort is ñDrybeefò. 

 

2020 Fitzpatrick to Hoffman.  ñNew Target--Town N. of 310
th
 Targetò. 

 

2045 ñSwap finds with 310
th
.  ñSame Primary, different Alternateò. 

 Hoffman to Newhall 889.  ñCleared 448
th
 A/C to Capodichino & Foggia, A/C  

 #s 41-29765, 43-27481, 43-41195, 445
th
ò. 

 

2315 Blake to Upton MLO.  ñHave you cleared aircraft 42-32429 (446
th
 BS) for  

Foggia on 5 May 1944?  Yes, cleared to Naples, flight time 0700 to 0930.  Maj. 

Hunterôs clearance is O.K.ò. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary: (Ops Order 316/mission 315) Group Mission # 276: 

Twenty-seven planes dropped 215x500 pounders which were concentrated in the target 

area of the Albinia railroad bridge.  Some bombs carried over and hit the road bridge 

west of the target.  Reconnaissance pictures later showed the center span of the railroad 

bridge practically destroyed. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

321
st
 BG:  Mission No: 276  Date:  4 May 44        No A/C:   27 

Squadrons:   445-6  446-7   447-7  448-7  

Target:  Albinia RR Bridge E-703376. (Alt.) Weather prevented bombing the Primary. 

Time OFF:  1542    T.O.T.:  1727  Time Down:  1807 

Axis of Attack:  235°  Height:  9/9500 

Planes Lost:  None.  Planes Holed:  Ten. 

Bombs Dropped:  215x500 lb.  .1 & .025 

Escort:  12 Spits.   

 

ROUTE:  Base to Golo River to point south of Pianosa, to Ombrone River to  

     Montepuloinnosa (IP) to Castiglione del Lago, left turn to Castel di Piano to  

     Manciano, to target then right turn and home. 
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WEATHER :  ENROUTE:   Overcast at 2000 ft. to rendezvous point.  4/10 to 5/10  

    clouds at 2000 ft over sea clearing over coast of Italy.  8/10  

    clouds more than 15 miles inland, tops 8000ô Vis. 8 miles. 

   P. Target:  8/10 clouds, bases 4000ô tops 8000ô.  Vis: 10 miles. 

  A. Target: 4/10 clouds, bases 15,000ô.  Vis: 10 miles. 

  Return    :  Same as enroute. 

FLAK :  Heavy, moderate, inaccurate from San Stefano area. 

ENEMY AIR :  None.    Claims:  None. 

RESULTS:   One string of bombs walked across center of bridge and direct hit  

  observed on north end.  North and south approach received hits.  Possible  

  hits on road bridge west of target.  Few bombs in water short of target. 

OBSERVATIONS:    40 RR cars stationary on tracks between Cortona and Castiglion, 

10/15 M/Ts possibly large vans stationary on road at Cortona.   15 freight cars and one 

engine stationary on tracks 15 miles north of Albinia. 

FLIGHT COMMANDER:   Lt. Col. Remington. 

FLIGHT LEADERS :   Capt. Neuman and Lt. Morris. 

NUMBER OF SORTIES:  27 

PHOTOS TAKE N      JAMES O. JACKSON, 

        1
ST

 Lt., Air Corps, 

Assôt. S-2 Officer. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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445
th

 BS War Diary:   Today the Officers received the pay.  A detail of men has been 

dispatched on D.S. to a saw mill.  We may not expect a more regular influx of lumber 

truck loads.   

Neumann, Robert H., Capt, pilot 

 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 316/mission 315) Group Mission # 276: 
Captain Neumann has a feather in his cap today.  The formation which he led dropped its 

bombs directly upon the Albinia R.R. Bridge.  

 

 A/C No.  42-64659 A/C No.  42-64667 ñWet Dreamsò 

P Farrell, Robert A., 1Lt Tarmichael, Arthur J., 1Lt 

CP Groose, William R. ñBudò, 2Lt Place, Winston R., 2Lt 

N Fisher, Sigmund M., 2Lt  None 

B Underwood, James H., Jr., Capt Conover, Donald C., 2Lt 

E Ceccucci, Harold A., Sgt Hickey, William R., Sgt 

R Stone, Donald R., S/Sgt Rossi, Sam J., S/Sgt 

G Reddy, John E., S/Sgt Imbastaro, Alexander J., S/Sgt 

F None Cotter, Jack M., Sgt 

 A/C No.  41-13179 ñBoogerò A/C No.  41-13202 ñIdaho Lassieò 

P Waterman, LeRoy R., 1Lt McLain, Damon I., 1Lt 

CP Hammar, Robert L., 2Lt Lyons, Lawrence L., 2Lt 

N None None 

B VenJohn, George G., 2Lt Brule, Gordon J., 2Lt 

E Yoa, Harry (NMI), Sgt DeRose, Louis A., Sgt 

R Parlette, Oliver C., S/Sgt OôLeary, John D., T/Sgt 

G Jannetta, Floridi D. ñFloydò, Sgt Harris, Charles W., Jr., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29985 A/C No.  42-32434 ñMississippi 

Gambler IIò 

P Gunder, William H., 2Lt Neumann, Robert H., Capt 

CP Santone, Michael A., 2Lt Hatcher, Leon F., Jr., 1Lt 

N N one Casaburi, Robert Roland, 2Lt 

B Fitzgerald, Daniel J., Sgt Kauric, William J., 1Lt 

E Kitts, Gordon L., Sgt York, Rufus (NMI), Sgt 

R Marcoulier, William A., S/Sgt   Johnson, John E., T/Sgt 

G McGinley, Joseph B., S/Sgt Andrews, Lamar C., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  Word comes through that Sergeant Cleveland is a Prisoner of 

War.  We fly a mission. 

Cleveland, William C., Sgt, gunner 
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446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 316/mission 315) Group Mission # 276: 
Squadron Mission 235 

TARGET:  RR Bridge, Albinia, Italy.   DATE:   4 May 1944 

Type of Bombs:  500 lb Demo.    446
th
 Planes:  7 

Capt. Neuman, 445
th
 Sqdn. led the formation.  String of bombs across center of bridge 

and direct hit observed on N end.  North and south approaches received hits.  Possible 

hits on road bridge W of target.  Flak was heavy, moderate and inaccurate.  No fighters. 

Neumann, Robert H., Capt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

 

 A/C No.  42-32394 ñPeg Oô My Heartò A/C No.  42-64509 ñNo Peekinôò 

(previously ñEnid IIò, ñArkansas 

Traveler IIò) 

P Walsh, George F., 1Lt Hodges, Richard E., 2Lt 

CP Fitzgerald, John (NMI) ñJackò, 2Lt Briles, Connolly O., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Mayo, Jack D., 2Lt Hughes, John Jerome ñJackò, 2Lt 

E Shellhamer, Lawrence (NMI), Cpl Bellamy, Herbert E., S/Sgt 

R Orechia, James Raymond ñRaymondò, 

T/Sgt 

Cohen, George (NMI), T/Sgt 

G Thornton, Edward P., Sgt Nemet, Michael (NMI), Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64549 A/C No.  42-64547 ñPrincess Paolaò 

P Ritger, Frederic Charles, 2Lt Holt, Robert L., 2Lt 

CP Fontaine, Eugene A., Jr., 2Lt Mickel, Alan T., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Forsberg, Robert A., 2Lt Pestalozzi, Rudolph H. ñRudyò, 1Lt 

E Mowry, Michael L. S., S/Sgt Leonard, Malcolm B., Sgt 

R Huntoon, Stuart Layne, Pvt Harrison, Hoyt V., S/Sgt 

G Heery, Philip M., Sgt Lanza, William A., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-12963 ñMissouri Waltzò A/C No.  41-30293 

P Church, Edwin Adem, 2Lt Herbert, John James, Jr., 1Lt 

CP Ivankovig, Paul J., 2Lt Taylor, Jason G., 2Lt 

N None Dunn, Thomas B., 2Lt 

B Kiernan, Noble J., 2Lt Johnson, Henry W., 2Lt 

E Zelnick, John J., Sgt Clay, Donald W., Sgt 

R Holder, Paul F., S/Sgt Green, Salem M., S/Sgt 

G Ricke, Richard O., S/Sgt Casper, Henry G., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Thursday, 4 May 1944 (continued) 
 A/C No.  41-29995 ñPistol Packinô 

Mamaò 

 

P Morris, Meade L., Jr., 1Lt  

CP Vancil, Alfred E., 2Lt  

N Chapman, John E., 2Lt  

B Reynolds, Laverne E., 2Lt  

E Schreiner, Lester B. ñLesò, Sgt  

R Crozer, Robert L., S/Sgt  

G Larson, Ralph L., Sgt  

F None  

 

446
th

 BS:  Pilot Log of:  Fitzgerald, John (NMI) ñJackò, 2Lt, pilot (mission 30, Co-Pilot) 

Pilot:   Walsh  A/C B-25C-15:  42-32394 ñPeg Oô My Heartò  

Target:  RR Bridge, Albinia, Italy. 

Flying Time:  2:50 (57
th
 mission in MTO) 

Walsh, George F., 2Lt, pilot 

 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  McRae, James Arrington, 2Lt, bombardier: 

ñNot scheduled on a mission today.  Worked around the tent all a.m.  Recôd a letter from 

Ma.  On a practice bomb mission, cancelled, ship had engine trouble.  Paid @ 1400.  

Sacked most of the afternoon.  Got pictures of our Purple Heart Presentation.  Wrote to 

Ma, read most of the evening, ñAssignment in Brittanyò Good.ò 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:   Todayôs training consisted of low level practice bombing.  

Arrived at Porto Vecchioðuneventful voyage.  Equipment loaded on trucks and with 

personnel arrived at Solenzara Airfield.  A certain amount of equipment was lost during  

the move which caused a great deal of inconvenience, especially to Capt. Manley who is 

missing all of his escape purses. 

Manley, Robert W., Capt, intelligence   Murray, Robert E., 2Lt, pilot 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 316/mission 315) Group Mission # 276: 7 of 

our ships participated in a raid on Albinia RR Bridge, with Lt. Murray leading our 

squadron.  One string of bombs hit across center of bridge and direct hits observed on N 

end.  N and S approaches received hits and possible hits on road N of target.  Few bombs 

in water short of target.   

 A/C No.  42-32449 A/C No.   42-64553 

P Schnoebelen, Orval L., 2Lt Cloward, Glannin A., Capt 

CP Manley, Ward E., 2Lt Kibler, William E. ñKibò, 2Lt 

N None None 

B Niedelman, Hyman (NMI), 2Lt Fisher, Gerald E., 2Lt 

E Clyne, Everett H., Sgt  Dawson, Roy C., Sgt 

R Alpino, Joseph D., S/Sgt Vineski, Robert R. ñThe Reverendò, 

S/Sgt 

G Jaskowski, John (NMI) ñJackò, S/Sgt Burke, William H., Jr., Sgt 

F None None 



 

Thursday, 4 May 1944 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  42-64694 A/C No.  42-32505 

P Bastin, Melville R., 2Lt Button, Ervine J., 2Lt 

CP Magne, Henry J. ñJoeò, 2Lt Denman, John L., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Spruill, Marvin L., 2Lt Adcock, Leonard E., 2Lt 

E Engels, Robert W., Sgt Baldridge, Grant W., Sgt 

R Boyd, Robert J., T/Sgt Bilski, Walter J., S/Sgt 

G Tarra, Frederick J., Sgt Harriman, Elmon P., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-12930 ñSNAFUò A/C No.  42-64512 ñScotch & Sodaò 

P Speer, Marvin L., 2Lt Thomas, John J., 1Lt 

CP Nall, John G., 2Lt Grimse, Ralph T., 2Lt 

N None None 

B James, Robert M., 2Lt Rosenbledt, James M., 2Lt 

E Collins, Clint R., Sgt Sheppard, Luther Edgar ñL.E.ò, Jr., Sgt 

R Carlson, Carl M., T/Sgt Free, Paul L., S/Sgt 

G Corkill, John (NMI), Sgt Rose, Clifford A., Sgt 

F None Statham, Alvin F., Cpl 

 A/C No.  42-53371 ñDeath Windò  

P Murray, George F., 2Lt  

CP Christian, Calvin B., 2Lt  

N Matthewson, Merton K., Jr., 2Lt  

B Huffman, William C., 2Lt  

E Koecher, Robert W., Sgt  

R Toole, John F., S/Sgt  

G Fowler, Harold E., Sgt  

F None  

 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:   (No non-mission information)  

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 316/mission 315) Group Mission # 276: 
Mission 229 (276).  At 15:42 27 planes off to bomb Albinia RR bridge and dropped 215 

x 500 on alternate target Albinia at 17:27 from 9,000 feet.  All returned at 18:07.  Strings 

of bombs across center of bridge with direct hits on center of bridge and N end.  Tracks 

on both approaches cut.  Possible hits on R/B W of target.  One span of RR/B appears to 

be destroyed.  Heavy, scant, inaccurate flak from San Stefano.  Weather:  4/10
th
 cover. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Thursday, 4 May 1944 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  42-64514 A/C No.  42-64519 

P VanRaam, Rudolph (NMI), 1Lt Myers, Harold C. ñCaseyò, 2Lt 

CP Furey, Frank M. ñMickeyò, 2Lt Dalbey, Roy R., 1Lt 

N Olszewski, Henry (NMI), 2Lt None 

B McCue, William M., Jr., 1Lt Quartuccio, Anthony P., 2Lt 

E Chosta, Louis (NMI), Sgt Hajny, Zdenek (NMI), S/Sgt 

R Burr, Harry C., S/Sgt Dean, Wilmer J., S/Sgt 

G Sharpsteen, Robert E., Sgt Neuman, Robert A., Sgt 

F None White, E. T., Sgt 

 A/C No.  42-64521 A/C No.  41-13195 

P Lyons, John B., 2Lt Kuykendall, James William ñKukieò, 1Lt 

CP Matthews, Thomas W., 2Lt Bard, John A., 2Lt 

N Hickey, William O., 2Lt None 

B Burday, Harry (NMI), 2Lt Farris, Stephen C., 2Lt 

E Rippel, Nat (NMI), Sgt Ernst, David L., Sgt 

R Thompson, Arthur R., Jr., S/Sgt Schaffner, Clarence Donovan, S/Sgt 

G Everhart, Clifford R., Sgt Slafkes, Milton M., Sgt 

F None France, Charles E., Jr., Sgt 

 A/C No.  41-13050 A/C No.  41-30327 

P Cottle, Robert J., 2Lt McCabe, Norman M., 2Lt 

CP Connor, John C., Jr., 2Lt Stevens, Ray B., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Shaw, Charles W., 2Lt Robert, Maurice L., S/Sgt 

E Hospod, Benjamin (NMI), Sgt Kershaw, Raymond T., Sgt 

R Parham, James E., T/Sgt Denny, Joseph C., S/Sgt 

G Benton, Thomas H., Sgt Dembrowski, Henry J., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-87455  

P Hoffman, Albert J., 1Lt  

CP Remington, Peter H., Lt Col, HQ 321
st
 

BG 

 

N None  

B Blake, Thomas L., 1Lt  

E Jackson, Jewel D., PFC  

R Clark, Gwyn E., S/Sgt  

G Holt, Charles M., Sgt  

F None  

 

 



 

Friday, 5 May 1944 
 

USAAF Chronology: MTO Tactical Operations (12
th

 AF):   

 

  In Italy, A-20s bomb a supply dump W of Albano Laziale; XII 

Tactical Air Command A-36s, P-47s and P-40s fly 24 missions cutting rail lines N and 

NE of Rome, and hitting guns N of the Anzio beachhead and N of Gaeta and a dump near 

Frascati; bridges at Orvieto and W of Lake Bolsena are damaged by direct hits, a barge at 

San Stefano al Mare is hit, several trucks destroyed or damaged, rail lines are cut in 

several places near Sesti Bagni and aircraft are hit at the Canino landing ground. A flight 

of the 5
th
 Combat Mapping Squadron, 3

rd
 Photographic Group (Reconnaissance), 

operating from San Severo, Italy returns to base at Pomigliano, Italy with F-5s. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   No mission - weather 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:  The sun came through a thick haze this morning.  Mission was 

cancelled.  A training flight was able to take the air.  447
th
 Bomb Squadron has 

discontinued eating with us much to the joy of the chow hounds.   We were paid today 

and the boys are busily occupied brushing up on their French as Lires are a thing of the 

past.  Captain Cratin an old 445
th
 pilot now with the Ferry Command flew a new B-25-J 

to the squadron today.  Rations were distributed this afternoon.  Lts. Farrell, Walker and 

Sgt. Ellison are to leave for the States on the 30 day rotation plan. 

Cratin, William S., Capt, pilot                        Ellison, Clyde (NMI), Sgt, turret gunner 

Farrell, Robert A., 1Lt, pilot                           Walker, Robert S., 1Lt, pilot 

 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :   No Missions.  Usual squadron duties.  Lts. Le Clair, Matsinger, 

Robertson, Rice and Wotkowicz plus enlisted combat personnel of Sgt. E. Leary, Clay, 

Turner and Roulier go to Cairo on DS for a well earned rest. 

Clay, Daniel W., Sgt, engineer-gunner   Leary, Edward M., T/Sgt, radio-gunner 

LeClair, Edward R., 1Lt, pilot  Matzinger, Keith Robinson, 1Lt, pilot 

Rice, Sumner W., 2Lt, bombardier  Robertson, Charles W., 1Lt, bombardier 

Roulier, Edward T., S/Sgt, gunner             Turner, Allen B., S/Sgt, bombardier/gunner 

Wotkowicz, Frank J., 2 Lt, pilot 

 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  McRae, James Arrington, 2Lt, bombardier: 

ñScheduled for a mission, got briefed, then cancelled due to weather.  Was to fly low 

level with Walsh, but that was cancelled too.  Made a frame for my mosquito net.  Recôd 

a letter from Mary Jane Carney.  Wrote to Mary Beninati, and MJC.  PX scheduled but 

cancelled.  On a mission tomorrow.   Meeting of all officers @ 2000.  Had a meeting of 

all officers @ 2000, details formed to fix up the club.  Recôd a letter from Dorothy Clark.  

Wrote Aunt Mae, & D. Clark.ò 

Walsh, George F., 1Lt, pilot 

 

 

 



 

Friday, 5 May 1944 (continued) 
 

447
th

 BS War Diary:   Mission scheduled, but cancelled due to weather conditions.  Pfc 

James W. Austin, Jr. was transferred from the 447
th
 Bomb Sq to the 340

th
 Bomb Gp.  

Todayôs training consisted of practice low level bombing.  Everyone busy getting 

organized at our new base. 

Austin, James W., Jr., PFC, gunner 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:    No Entry 

 

 

 



 

Saturday, 6 May 1944 

 
USAAF Chronology:  MTO Tactical Operations (12

th
 AF):   

 

  In Italy, A-20s pound a storage area at Itri; A-36s hit rail lines in the 

Viterbo area; P 40s hit guns, tracks and railroad station in and around Frosinone, and rail 

lines, stations, roads and town area in and near Itri, Colleferro and Sezze; P-47s hit 

Certaldo marshalling yard and numerous railroad and highway targets, including several 

bridges; and HQ 324
th
 Fighter Group and 314

th
 Fighter Squadron move from Cercola to 

Pignataro Maggiore with P-40s. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   No mission ï weather 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:  It has been extremely misty and todayôs mission has been 

cancelled.  Lt. Heflin another 445
th
 old timer flew a new B-25-J here this morning.  

Cross-country flights are being held to a minimum to enable faster progress on the clubs.  

Supper was super!  Pork chops, cream gravy and potatoes.  ñBuckò Sergeant produced 

many packages from his mail bags to top off a pleasant evening. 

Heflin, Norman H. B., Lt, pilot   Sergeant, William A. ñBuckò, Sgt, mail clerk 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  No missions. Erection of the enlisted menôs mess begins along 

with some work on the volley ball courts. 

 

446
th

 BS:  Pilot Log of:  Fitzgerald, John (NMI) ñJackò, 2Lt, pilot (Pilot) 

Co-Pilot:  Wojcik A/C B-25J-1-NC:  43-27497 ñBarbaraò 

Local:  Training 

Flying Time:  1:35 (58
th
 mission in MTO) 

Wojcik, Walter (NMI), 2Lt, pilot 

 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  McRae, James Arrington, 2Lt, bombardier: 

ñGot pre-briefed @ 0700, then on standby waiting for weather to clear.  C.L.B. came in 

stiff last nite, had to put him to bed, was on a mission but I got someone to take his place.  

Have to get him on the ball.  Mission cancelled.  Lewis & I went into Solenzara to have 

our laundry done.  PX rations today, also recôd a package from Ma with 2 pipes, just 

came in time.  Burandt recôd 6 pkgs. & Hawkes 2.  Hung around tent all evening reading 

Time & News Week.  Air Raid Alert.ò 

Burandt, Charles Lawson ñChuckò, 2Lt, pilot  Hawkes, Leon R., 2Lt, pilot 

Lewis, Vernon (NMI), 2Lt, pilot 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:   A mission was scheduled for today, but cancelled due to weather 

conditions.  1
st
 Lt. Fred E. Ryherd is on DS, Hq. Bomb Training center.  Todayôs training 

consisted of low level bombing practice. 

Ryherd, Fred E., 1Lt, pilot 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:    No Entry 



 

Sunday, 7 May 1944 

 
USAAF Chronology:  MTO Tactical Operations (12

th
 AF):   

 

  In Italy, weather remains poor and precludes medium bomber 

operations; A-20s hit a dump SW of Albano Laziale; fighter-bombers hit 

communications, especially roads, with excellent results; roads, motor transports, trains, 

gun positions, bridges, tracks, marshalling yards, harbor areas and other targets are 

attacked in areas around Stimigliano, Vetralla, Viterbo, Bracciano, Anzio, Manziana, 

Acquapendente, Civitavecchia, Terracina, Rome and Elba Island. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   No mission - weather 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:  Today is the day of Worship.  Col. Smith has voiced his approval 

of the Club styling. The frameworks are taking shape and a good idea of the rustic 

appearance is apparent.  Five planes took the air on practice and transition flights.  

Captain Smithôs accordion dominated a jam session in the dispensary.  Corporal Paul 

Katz had the listeners dreaming of dances at home with his excellent violin playing.   

More packages came in this evening.  Many fellows were sporting freshly lighted cigars. 

Katz, Paul F., Cpl, photographer       Smith, Richard H., Col, pilot, 321
st
 BG Commander 

Smith, William C., Capt, surgeon 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :   No Missions. A big mail call.  Steak for supper.  More work on 

the mess hall. 

 

446
th

 BS:  Pilot Log of:  Fitzgerald, John (NMI) ñJackò, 2Lt, pilot (Pilot) 

Co-Pilot:  Wojcik A/C B-25J-1-NC:  43-27497 ñBarbaraò 

Local:  Training 

Flying Time:  0:40 (59
th
 mission in MTO) 

Wojcik, Walter (NMI), 2Lt, pilot 

 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  McRae, James Arrington, 2Lt, bombardier: 

ñChudars & I built a clothes rack and a washstand.  Pretty good.  After dinner went and 

shoveled gravel for the Officerôs Club.  Mission cancelled.  Shower & shaved.  Recôd 

letter from Ma & Mary Mooney.  Seen the show playing tonite, so I guess I wonôt go.  

Wrote Ma, Mary Mooney, also sent pictures of us getting the P.H. to Ma.  Scheduled on 

2
nd

 mission tomorrow.  For want of something else to do I went to bed.ò 

Chudars, James E. ñJimò, 2Lt, pilot 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:   Morning report:  Officers---79; Enlisted Men:  293.  A mission 

was scheduled for today, but cancelled due to bad weather.  Todayôs training consisted of 

low level bombing practice. 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:    No Entry



 

Monday, 8 May 1944 

 
USAAF Chronology:  MTO Tactical Operations (12

th
 AF):   

 

  In Italy, fighter-bombers hit roads and railroads N of Rome, a supply 

dump N of Anzio beachhead, and the station at Colleferro; numerous trucks and railroad 

cars are destroyed and many troops killed; Attacks against rolling stock on the Rome-

Orte rail line are especially effective; HQ 62
nd

 Troop Carrier Group and 4
th
, 7

th
 and 8

th
 

Troop Carrier Squadrons move from Ponte Olivo, Sicily to Gaudo Airfield (4
th
 Troop 

Carrier Squadron is operating from bases in India); and 524
th
 Fighter-Bomber Squadron, 

27
th
 Fighter-Bomber Group, moves from Castel Volturno to Santa Maria with P-40s. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   No mission - weather 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:  The mission was called off after crews stood by until 14:00 hours.  

A notice has been posted warning of small arms inspection soon.  Rocks have been 

cleared in and about the E.M. Club.  Promotion and demotion lists were published today 

resulting in changed expressions of various personnel.  Sgt. Worth L. Wagers returned 

from a highly successful fishing trip into the mountains.  He was sporting a batch of 

small speckled trout. 

Wagers, Worth L., Sgt, communications  

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :   No Missions.  Another big mail today.  Benches and tables for the 

mess hall arrive and the mess hall is practically complete. 

 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  McRae, James Arrington, 2Lt, bombardier: 

ñ1
st
 mission cancelled, standby on the 2

nd
.  Started a framework for our closet.  On short 

notice got briefed @ 1350, almost all ready to go when cancelled ï fighters couldnôt 

make it.  All bmdrs. To line @ 1500, checked out on the B-25 J.  Sacked until suppertime.  

Recôd letter & Easter card from Grandma, H.Y. Maguire, & Billy.  Wrote Grandma.ò 

 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Walker, Dale F., 1Lt, pilot:  Letter Home:  ñWell, I think Iôm 

going to get to come home for a while soon.  Iôm sure keeping my fingers crossed so I 

hope I can drop in to see all of you before too long.ò 

(Note:  Received order to go home on 12 May.  Left Corsica on 19 May.  Landed in 

Miami, Florida on 1 June, and arrived in Burbank, California on 3 June 44) 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:   A mission was scheduled for today, but cancelled due to weather 

conditions.  Pvt. Harry B. Burns assigned to this squadron from 68
th
 C.A.  Todayôs 

ground training consisted of a class on bomb racks of the B-25-J for 20 bombardiers, 

under the direction of Capt Whitton. 

Burns, Harry B., Pvt, photographer  Whitton, Walter H., Jr., Capt, armament 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:    No Entry 



 

Tuesday, 9 May 1944 
 

USAAF Chronology:  MTO Tactical Operations (12
th

 AF):   

 

  In Italy, B-26s hit Incisa in Valdarno railroad bridge and viaduct 

while A-20s attack fuel dumps; fighter-bombers again blast roads and railroads and other 

targets at various locations N of Rome, including Lake Bolsena, Civitavecchia, 

Colleferro, Civita Castellana, Orte and San Giovanni Valdarno; HQ 87
th
 Fighter Wing 

moves from Bastia to Vescovato, Corsica; 111
th
 Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron, 68

th
 

Tactical Reconnaissance Group, attached to XII Tactical Air Command, moves from 

Pomigliano to Santa Maria with F-6s; and 522
nd

 and 523
rd

 Fighter-Bomber Squadrons, 

27
th
 Fighter-Bomber Group, moves from Castel Volturno to Santa Maria with A-36s and 

P-40s. 
 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   No mission ï weather.  Presentation of Distinguished Flying 

Crosses to Lieutenants Hurley and Herbert of the 446
th
, and numerous Purple Hearts and 

Air Medals attended by entire Group in 445
th
 area.  General Knapp, Wing Commander, 

made awards and speech. 

Herbert, John James, Jr., 1Lt, pilot, 446
th
 BS           Hurley, John R., 1Lt, pilot, 446

th
 BS 

Knapp, Robert Duane, Sr., Brigadier General, pilot, 57th BW Commander 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:  Bad flying weather continues to cause mission cancellations.  The 

445
th
 Squadron Area was chosen for todays Group Formation.  Highlighted by our former 

Group Commander, General Bob Knapp, the scene was highly impressive.  Old Glory 

flew in the center of the formation on a tall flag pole based by a circle of white sand.  

General Knapp presented the awards and decorations personally.  General Cannon, 12
th
 

Air Force Commander, is expected to make an inspection of the area tomorrow.  026 and 

572, the new ñJôsò were test hopped by Captain Wilson and Lt. Shyshka.  A new crew 

headed by Lt. Jeffery, pilot, arrived. 

Cannon, John K., General, 12
th
 AF Commander  Jeffery, James C., Lt, pilot 

Knapp, Robert Duane, Brigadier General, 57
th
 BW Commander 

Shyshka, Lubomir P. ñCross Countryò, 2Lt, pilot  Wilson, Victor H., Capt, pilot 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  No Missions.   General Knapp makes presentation of awards to a 

number of combat members at a ceremony in the 445
th
 Squadron area. 

Knapp, Robert Duane, Brigadier General, 57
th
 BW Commander 

 

446
th

 BS:  Pilot Log of:  Fitzgerald, John (NMI) ñJackò, 2Lt, pilot (Pilot) 

Co-Pilot:  Wojcik A/C B-25J-1-NC:  43-27497 ñBarbaraò 

Ghisonaccia-Solenzara:  Ferry 

Flying Time:  0:25 (60
th
 mission in MTO) 

Wojcik, Walter (NMI), 2Lt, pilot 

 

 

 

 



 

Tuesday, 9 May 1944 (continued) 
 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  McRae, James Arrington, 2Lt, bombardier: 

ñHung around tent all a.m., playing cribbage, shaved, etc.  Formation @ 1300, receiving 

Air Medal, Group Order #39, XII AF, dated April 8, 1944.  Hurley & Herbert getting 

DFC.  Recôd letter from Alice (4-4).  Wrote M.Y. Maguire, Alice.  Read ñMystery at End 

Houseò ï fair.  Went to show, saw Mae West in ñThe Heatôs Onò ï lousy.  Scheduled on 

the 2
nd

 mission tomorrow.ò 

Herbert, John James, Jr., 1Lt, pilot    Hurley, John R., 1Lt, pilot 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:   A mission was scheduled for today, but cancelled due to bad 

weather.  A formation of all officers and enlisted men of the 321
st
 Bomb Group took 

place at the 445
th
 squadron area.  Brigadier General Robert D. Knapp, addressed the 

Group and made a number of presentations.  Todayôs training consisted of practice 

formation flying. 

Knapp, Robert Duane, Brigadier General, 57
th
 BW Commander 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Rogowski, Edmund (NMI) ñButchò, Sgt, gunner:   ñReceived 

Air Medal from Gen. Knapp.ò 

Knapp, Robert Duane, Brigadier General, 57
th
 BW Commander 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:    No Entry 



 

Wednesday, 10 May 1944 

 
USAAF Chronology:  MTO Tactical Operations (12

th
 AF):   

 

  In Italy, weather permits medium bomber operations for first time in 

several days; B-25s hit bridges near San Giovanni Valdarno, Orvieto and Monte Molino, 

and the Terni viaduct; B-26s attack bridges W of Arezzo; fighter-bombers continue 

attacks on roads and railroads N of Rome; targets in the areas of Avezzano, 

Civitavecchia, Furbara, Terni, Todi, Orvieto, Manciano, Perugia, Monte San Savino and 

LaSaezia, and near Rome are attacked.   Units moving from Cercola to Pignataro 

Maggiore, Italy with P-40s: 99
th
 Fighter Squadron, 332

nd
 Fighter Group, attached to 324

th
 

Fighter Group: 315
th
 and 316

th
 Fighter Squadrons, 324

th
 Fighter Group. 

 

 

HQ 57
th

 BW:  Extracts from Missing Air Crew Report # 16458:  Plane B-25 type AP 

was on a routine training flight, en route to Ghisonaccia, Corsica, on 10 May 1944 when 

it crashed into a mountain near Sartene, Corsica.  
 

 A/C No.  42-53371 ñDeath Windò (MACR -16458 - crashed into the peak of 

Punta del Monaco mountain near Ghisonaccia, Corsica, during a ñrum runnerò 

mission from Ajaccio to Ghisonaccia) (formerly 447
th
 BS ship)  

P Geerlings, Lewis J., Capt, HQ 57
th
 BW  - KNB 

CP Fletcher, Ray Foley Bentley, 1Lt, HQ 57
th
 BW  - KNB 

PAX Elliott, Edwin (NMI), S/Sgt, HQ 57
th
 BW - KNB 

PAX Chapin, Carolyn, American Red Cross - KNB 

PAX Loring, Richard H., PFC, HQ 57
th
 BW  - KNB 

 None 

 None 

 None 

 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   The second mission this date cancelled due to weather. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary: (Ops Order 317/mission 316) Group Mission # 277: 

Mission of twenty-five aircraft dispatched to destroy the North Orvieto railroad bridge 

reported excellent coverage.  Photos showed strings across both approaches as well as 

one string through center of bridge.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

321
st
 BG Mission No 277 Date: 10 May 44 No A/C completing mission:  24 

Squadrons:   445-7  446-6   447-5  448-6 

Target:  Orvieto North Railroad Bridge. 

Time OFF:  0812  T.O.T.:   0945  Time Down:  1040 

24 A/C took off to bomb Orvieto North RR Bridge.  RESULTS:  Bombs concentrated in 

target area; smoke obscured, prevented accurate observation; both approaches appeared 

well hit with possible hits on bridge.  Some bombs 300 yards short and over.   
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OPPOSITION ENCOUNTERED:  Flak:  Heavy, scant, intense, accurate at target; scant, 

heavy, inaccurate from A/D at Orvieto.  Heavy, scant to moderate from vicinity of 

Ficulle.  1 burst from Castell Azzara. 3 men inured by flak.  E/A:  2 ME-109ôs seen in 

dogfight with escort after bombs dropped.  1 ME shot down, pilot landing by chute at 

approximately 5 miles NW of Scarano.  PLANES LOST: None. PLANES HOLED:  14. 

(Final Report not available) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:  Rods, oil and patches were in demand as gun inspection came off 

today.  Reports from small arms rang in the surrounding brush as rust and dust vanished 

from the barrels.  The Officers Club is slightly ahead of the E.M. Club which now sports 

a roof and sides.  After careful preparations were made and the area was policed spic and 

spané.General Cannon failed to put in an appearance.  Another new crew headed by Lt. 

Weld, pilot, arrived in the squadron. 

Cannon, John K., General, 12
th
 AF Commander  Weld, Willis R., 2Lt, pilot 

 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 317/mission 316) Group Mission # 277: 
Bridge Destroyed!  This was six miles N.W. of Orvieto, Italy.  The second mission was 

cancelled.   

 

 A/C No.  42-64527 ñSycamore 1İ 

Judyò 

A/C No.  42-64529 

P Cormier, Emory O., 2Lt Dickerson, Samuel M., 1Lt 

CP Moore, Henry D., 2Lt Place, Winston R., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Werrlein, Harry F., 2Lt Klein, Robert J., 2Lt 

E Jones, Robert C., Sgt Malloy, Edward J., Sgt 

R Stone, Donald R., S/Sgt Wells, Robert J., Sgt 

G Henrich, James G., Sgt Kramer, Henry P., Sgt 

F None Schaviak, Willis M., Sgt 

 A/C No.  43-27519 (picture of Hula-girl  

- no name/lettering) 
A/C No.  42-64667 ñWet Dreamsò 

P Coale, Julian R. ñCozyò, Jr., 2Lt Waterman, LeRoy R., 1Lt 

CP Santone, Michael A., 2Lt Boucher, Arthur Paul, F/O 

N None None 

B Simpkins, Everett L., 2Lt VenJohn, George G., 2Lt 

E Morisi, David D., Pvt Ceccucci, Harold A., Sgt 

R Plunk, Charlie B., S/Sgt Scott, Aurelias M., S/Sgt 

G Zimmer, Henry G., Sgt Jones, Harvey J., Sgt 

F None Cotter, Jack M., Sgt 
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 A/C No.  41-13202 ñIdaho Lassieò A/C No.  42-64659 

P Hatcher, Leon F., Jr., 1Lt Russell, Lawrence Lee ñScrap Ironò, 1Lt 

CP Hardman, Albert F. ñAlò, Jr., 2Lt Fischer, Franklyn R., 2Lt 

N Sharp, Kenneth R., 1Lt Fisher, Sigmund M., 2Lt 

B Wren, Frank J., 1Lt Yepez, Oscar W., 1Lt 

E Hawkins, Vernon L., Sgt Lens, Edward (NMI), T/Sgt 

R Parlette, Oliver, C., S/Sgt Lemke, Leslie J., Sgt 

G Imbastaro, Alexander J., S/Sgt Rossi, Sam J., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :   We get to wear our gas masks for an hour in the afternoon as part 

of a regular training program.   One mission is flown. 

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 317/mission 316) Group Mission # 277: 

Squadron Mission 236 

TARGET:  Orvieto RR Bridge, Italy.    DATE:   10 May 1944 

Type of Bombs:  500 lb Demo.    446
th
 Planes:  6 

Capt. Cooper led the formation.  Bombs concentrated in target area.  Both approaches 

appeared well hit with possible hits on bridge.  Some bombs short and over.  Flak was 

heavy, intense and accurate at the target.  Three men were injured by fragments.  

Fourteen planes holed.  Two ME-109s encountered by escort, one shot down. 

 

 A/C No.  43-27496 ñPRINCESS 

PAOLA  IIò (later ñPRINCESSò) 
A/C No.  41-30387 ñKay Girlò 

P Ritger, Frederic Charles, 2Lt Burandt, Charles Lawson ñChuckò, 2Lt 

CP Rackley, Donald D., 2Lt Smith, Randell L., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Forsberg, Robert A., 2Lt Jaksic, Francis R., 2Lt 

E Mowry, Michael L. S., S/Sgt Jupin, John (NMI), Jr., S/Sgt 

R Huntoon, Stuart Layne, Pvt Holder, Paul F., S/Sgt 

G Heery, Philip M., Sgt Wiacek, Emil J., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64511 ñThe Madam 2 of 

St. Joeò 

A/C No.  43-27499 

P Cooper, Paul T., Capt Hodges, Richard E., 2Lt 

CP Hawkes, Leon R., 2Lt Briles, Connolly O., 2Lt 

N Franklin, Arthur E., 2Lt None 

B Mottley, John F., 2Lt Farber, Joseph L., 2Lt 

E Clickner, Albert H., S/Sgt Bellamy, Herbert E., S/Sgt 

R Miles, Walter J., Jr., S/Sgt Cohen, George (NMI), T/Sgt 

G Napoliello, Felix (NMI), S/Sgt Nemet, Michael (NMI), Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No.  41-30293 A/C No.  42-53377 ñFlag Shipò 

P Sampson, Allan T., 1Lt Hurley, John R., 1Lt 

CP Goff, Leroy Robert, Jr., 2Lt Ivankovig, Paul J., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Sitts, Lonnie C., 2Lt Mayo, Jack D., 2Lt 

E Smetana, Frank C., Jr., Sgt Smith, Cephus M., Jr., S/Sgt 

R Sweedler, Max (NMI), S/Sgt Brown, Dennis H., S/Sgt 

G Zeman, Harold W., Sgt Mittman, Milton M., Cpl 

F None None 

 

 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  McRae, James Arrington, 2Lt, bombardier: 

ñUp & ate breakfast.  Around tent all a.m., playing solitaire, etc, nothing to do.  2
nd

 

mission cancelled due to weather.   On a practice bomb mission, had to wait 2 hrs. for 

bombs, took-off- target obscured, returned to field.  Hawkes on the carpet before the 

Colonel for not reporting as Sq. Alert Officer last nite. Flying time:  01:15 hrs.ò 

Hawkes, Leon R., 2Lt, pilot           Schwane, Henry H., Lt Col, pilot, Commander 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary :   The following officers and enlisted men have been assigned to 

this squadron per order #74ð57
th
 Wing:  2

nd
 Lts. Charles G. Wakeley, 3

rd
. (P), Earl W. 

Hall (CP), Walter N. Vieser (B), Sgts. William T. Mabbutt (EG) and Anthony J. 

Abbondanza (AG); 2
nd

 Lts. Leroy C. Runyon (P), Guy M. Washburn (CP), Irving L. 

Altman (B), S/Sgt. Alvin L. Simberg (RG), Sgt. George Mercea (EG), Sgt. Frank J. 

Flowers (AG): 2
nd

 Lts. William E Neiman (P), Eric A. Johnson (CP), Edward J. Stanley 

(B), S/Sgt. Russell K. See (RG), Sgt. Millard C. Freeman (EG) and Sgt. Joseph Veid 

(AG). 

Abbondanza, Anthony J., Sgt, aerial gunner Altman, Irving L., 2Lt, bombardier 

Flowers, Frank J., Sgt, aerial gunner 

Freeman, Millard C., Sgt, engineer-gunner Hall, Earl W., 2Lt, pilot 

Johnson, Eric A., 2Lt, pilot   Mabbutt, William T., Sgt, engineer-gunner 

Mercea, George (NMI), Sgt, engineer-gunner 

Neiman, William E., 2Lt, pilot  Runyon, Leroy C., 2Lt, pilot   

Seavey, George D., Lt, pilot   See, Russell K., S/Sgt, radio-gunner   

Simberg, Alvin L., S/Sgt, radio-gunner Stanley, Edward J., 2Lt, bombardier   

Veid, Joseph (NMI), Sgt, aerial gunner Vieser, Walter N., 2Lt, bombardier   

Wakeley, Charles G., III, 2Lt, pilot  Washburn, Guy M. ñPappyò, 2Lt, pilot 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 317/mission 316) Group Mission # 277: 6 of 

our ships participated in a raid on Orvieto RR Bridge, with Lt. Seavey leading our 

formation.  Bombs were dropped in target area.  Smoke prevented accurate observation.  

Both approaches appeared well hit with possible hits on bridge, some bombs short and 

some over.  Plane 505, piloted by Lt. Button, was damaged to quite an extent by heavy 

AA. 
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 A/C No.  42-64694 A/C No.  42-64553 

P Banks, Herbert J., 1Lt Bastin, Melville R., 2Lt 

CP Kibler, William E. ñKibò, 2Lt Manz, Wayne A., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Anderson, Sherman E., 2Lt McCaleb, Harold G., 2Lt 

E Koecher, Robert W., Sgt Morrissey, Raphael E., Cpl 

R Hubert, Leo G., T/Sgt Pierce, William H., Cpl 

G Corkill, John (NMI), Sgt Rogowski, Edmund (NMI) ñButchò, Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  43-3522 ñHunky Doreyò A/C No.  42-32505 (heavily damaged by 

AAA)  

P Cloward, Glannin A., Capt Button, Ervine J., 2Lt 

CP Nettles, Forrest Truett, 2Lt Denman, John L., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Nelson, George B., 2Lt Adcock, Leonard E., 2Lt 

E Scarberry, Harold W., Sgt Ford, Leonard W., S/Sgt 

R Vineski, Robert R. ñThe Reverendò, 

S/Sgt 

McFarland, John F., S/Sgt 

G Burke, William H., Jr., Sgt Harriman, Elmon P., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-32449 A/C No.  41-30557 

P Schnoebelen, Orval L., 2Lt Seavey, George D., 1Lt 

CP Manley, Ward E., 2Lt Grimse, Ralph T., 2Lt 

N None Thomas, Robert E., 2Lt 

B Niedelman, Hyman (NMI), 2Lt McDermott, James W., 2Lt 

E Clyne, Everett H., Sgt Schwartz, Arthur (NMI), S/Sgt 

R Gaydos, John P., T/Sgt Harman, Robert W., T/Sgt 

G Jaskowski, John (NMI) ñJackò, Sgt Rose, Clifford A., Sgt 

F Lamoureau, Archille D., Sgt None 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Rogowski, Edmund (NMI) ñButchò, Sgt, gunner:  ñ25
th
 

mission, flew with Lt. Bastin, bombed North Orvieto bridge, super buku flak, nice 

bombing.ò 

Bastin, Melville R., 2Lt, pilot 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:    (No non-mission information) 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 317/mission 316) Group Mission # 277: 
Mission 230 (277).  At 08:12 24 planes off to bomb Orvieto N RR/B and dropped 173 x 

500 bombs at 09:45 from 9,000 feet.  All returned at 10:40.  Bombs were concentrated on 

target area.  Smoke prevented accurate observations.  Both approaches well hit with 

possible hits on bridge.  2 ME-109ôs engaged with Spits escort after bombs away.  1 ME-

109 shot down and one chute seen.  14 planes holed by heavy, intense and accurate flak 

from target.  Scattered cumulus clouds at the target. 
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 A/C No.  41-30548 A/C No.  42-32427 

P Hales, Ermine L., 1Lt Howard, Charles E., 2Lt 

CP Furey, Frank M. ñMickeyò, 2Lt Shear, Meyer (NMI), 2Lt 

N Olszewski, Henry (NMI), 2Lt None 

B McRee, Malcolm B., 1Lt Blume, Wilber T., 2Lt 

E Hinton, Zane R., PFC Weyeneth, Carl H., Sgt 

R Robertshaw, David F., S/Sgt Lellis, Michael C., Pvt 

G Crow, Roscoe J., Pvt Hersh, Bertram (NMI), Sgt 

F None France, Charles E., Jr., Sgt 

 A/C No.  41-13050 A/C No.  43-4027 

P Annear, Warren Raymond, 1Lt Dossey, Vernon Curtis, 2Lt 

CP Amo, Leo W., 2Lt Connor, John C., Jr., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Young, Robert B., 2Lt Malec, Joseph A., 2Lt 

E Jackson, Jewel D., PFC Davis, Jimmie L., S/Sgt 

R Clark, Gwyn E., S/Sgt Parham, James E., T/Sgt 

G Holt, Charles M., Sgt Everhart, Clifford R., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64521 A/C No.  43-27528 

P Verkruysse, Emile D., 2Lt Lyons, John B., 1Lt 

CP Carrington, Charles C., 2Lt Olson, Orin E., 2Lt 

N None Hickey, William O., 2Lt 

B Judy, Philip R., 2Lt Burday, Harry (NMI), 2Lt 

E Donaud, Earl J., Sgt Rippel, Nat (NMI), Sgt 

R Dilts, Robert E., S/Sgt Thompson, Arthur R., Jr., S/Sgt 

G VanCura, Edward W., S/Sgt Coleman, Seaton L., S/Sgt 

F Edwards, Clarence C., S/Sgt None 

 A/C No.  42-64549 (returned early)  

P Swanson, Erle G. ñSwannyò, Jr., 2Lt  

CP Warren, William F., 2Lt  

N None  

B McDonough, Thomas E., Jr., 2Lt  

E Carter, Eugene F., Sgt  

R Kielich, Henry J., S/Sgt  

G Groome, Daingerfield M., Sgt  

F None  

 

 



 

Thursday, 11 May 1944 

 
USAAF Chronology: MTO Tactical Operations (12

th
 AF):   

 

  In Italy, medium bombers, hampered by weather, attack Portoferraio, 

bridges near Orvieto and Ficulle, tracks at Piombino, viaduct at Poggibonsi and bridges at 

Certaldo and Signa; fighter-bombers hit Fondi, rail lines NE of Rome, Littoria Airfield, 

rail facilities in the Perugia area, barge, harbor area, and factory in the Portoferraio area, 

and tracks near Castiglione d'Orcia; other fighter-bombers attack numerous positions 

along the main front as the US Fifth and British Eighth Armies begin an assault through 

the Gustav Line and the drive toward Rome.  414
th
 Night Fighter Squadron, 63

rd
 Fighter 

Wing, based at Elmas, Sardinia, sends a detachment to Alghero, Sardinia with 

Beaufighters; other detachments are at Borgo and Ghisonaccia, Corsica. 
 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   Tonight Colonel Smith called a meeting of the crew members 

and S-2 officers for the purpose of discussing the major push contemplated by the Fifth 

and Eight Armies on the Italian front.  He discussed the plan generally beginning with the 

1400 gun barrage of ours which was to start at 2300 hours.  Captain Abbott, the Air 

Liaison Officer, covered the plan in detail, going over the assignments of each division 

involved.  The 321
st
 was scheduled for air support for the Fifth Army and a busy few 

days ahead was ardently promised. 

Abbott, J. Roscoe, Capt, Royal Artillery, Allied Liaison Officer 

Smith, Richard H., Col, pilot, 321st BG Commander 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Communications Log:   

 

0735 Col. Olmsted called.  ñWeather O.K. for Missionò. 

 

0755 Cleared flight of 3 A/C (447 (likely 42-32447, 489
th
 BS or 43-3447, 487

th
 BS), 

42-64512 (ñScotch & Sodaò, 447
th
 BS), 43-41195 (445

th
 BS)) for Pomiglianoò. 

 

0915 From Borgo Controller.  ñPractice 40 M/M firing all day--low angle.  Will not 

fire when A/C are in sightò. 

 

0932 From Capt. Cann.  ñA Lt. Wilson wants to go to Naples on Courier the 12
th
 of 

May.  Will be at Ghisonaccia Tower at 0800ò. 

 

1030 Hoffman from Cann.  ñWe will not have to clear our combat formations.  Wing 

clears tem thru Bastiaò. 

 

1047  Hoffman to 445
th
.  ñA/C #43-27740 ñJò assigned to 445

th
 is to be picked upò. 

 

1237 Larson to Wing.  ñFlash Mission Reportò. 
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1355 Cann to Hoffman.  ñHave plane stop at Ajaccio B.  Ops and pick up a Col. 

Stinson and take him to La Saia.  Very important--immediateò. 

 

1405 Hoffman to 448
th
.  ñ448

th
 will supply plane to Ajaccioò. 

 

1435 Cann to Cameron.  ñLoad for 12 May 1944:  24 A/C with Frags.  36 A/C with 

500ôs RDXò. 

 

1450 From Wing.  ñ5 New ñJôsò at Flight Section to be picked up in the morning.  60 

A/C over target at one timeò. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary: (Ops Order 318/mission 317) Group Mission # 278: 

Of twenty-five aircraft sent to the Ficulle South bridge ten aircraft dropped on primary 

target despite cloud cover and reported bridge missed.  Lead six ships dropped on 

Piombino Harbor and reported excellent coverage, despite intense, accurate flak. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

321
st
 BG Mission No 278 Date: 11 May 44 No A/C completing mission:  25 

Squadrons:   445-6  446-7   447-6  448-6 

Target:  Ficulle South R.R. Bridge (A-387704) 

   Secondary:  Piombino Harbor Installations. 

Time OFF:  0907  T.O.T.:   1030 primary Time Down:  1145 

        1105 alternate 

27 A/C took off to bomb Ficulle South RR Bridge A-387704; Piombino Harbor 

Installations.  RESULTS:  Primary:  Due to cloud cover and malfunction of leader of 2
nd

 

flights bombsight, only 11 aircraft bombed and hit for the most part north of target, 

possibly cutting tracks and hitting approach.  Other bombs observed over and to SE of 

bridge Six planes bombed secondary with hits observed starting south of steel works pier 

and walking towards oil tanks and marshalling yards.  OPPOSITION ENCOUNTERED:  

Flak:  Primaryðaccurate, heavy, scant to moderate.  SecondaryðHeavy, intense, 

accurate.  Batteries pinpointed in steel works and at cross roads, five miles north of town.  

PLANES LOST: None.  PLANES HOLED: 10. 

(Final Report not available) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

445
th

 BS War Diary: Our planes also participated in practice, transition, flights and 

compass swinging.  A plane came in from Sardinia bearing cement.  The cement is to be 

used in floor construction, G.I. can stand and walkway.  Sand was procured from local 

beaches, gravel from pits nearby.  Sgt. Knight is taking charge of the cement laying.  The 

1
st
 Sgt., John McNevin lashed out against those men failing to report for roll call in a 

meeting held this evening. 

Knight, Arnold K., S/Sgt, engineer-gunner, bombardier 

McNevin, John L., Jr., S/Sgt, intelligence/1
st
 Sergeant 
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445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 318/mission 317) Group Mission # 278: Lt. 

Shyshka lost his rear hatch shortly after taking off.  A 446
th
 spare took Lt. Shyshkaôs 

leading position and promptly led his flight through the center of the flak.   

 

 A/C No.  42-32458 A/C No. 43-27572 ñBabsò 

P Rygh, Malvin S. ñMalò, 2Lt Gunder, William H., 2Lt 

CP Groh, Sheldon R., 2Lt Hadsell, Donald M., 2Lt 

N Smolensky, S. M., Capt (observer) None 

B Underwood, James H., Jr., Capt Fitzgerald, Daniel J., Sgt 

E Smith, William A., Jr., Sgt Soltysiak, Stanley J. ñSaltyò, Pvt 

R Stephens, Robert T., S/Sgt Shiloh, Andrew (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Whelan, Edward J., Sgt Hunt, Jerry E., S/Sgt 

F Cotter, Jack M., Sgt None 

 A/C No.  42-32434 ñMississippi 

Gambler IIò  (returned early ï escape 

hatch off) 

A/C No.  41-30550 ñHetties Pride and 

Joyò 

P Shyshka, Lubomir P. ñCross Countryò, 

1Lt 

Rigler, Edward J., 2Lt 

CP Knapp, Charles R., 1Lt Schweda, George J., 2Lt 

N Smith, Raymond (NMI), 2Lt Napple, Francis L., 2Lt 

B Maughan, George W., 1Lt Miller, Edward A., 1Lt 

E York, Rufus (NMI), Sgt Malmberg, Russell H., S/Sgt 

R Kintly, James E., S/Sgt Wells, Joy E., S/Sgt 

G Garza, Manuel (NMI), Pvt Doswell, Richard (NMI), Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64667 ñWet Dreamsò A/C No.  41-29985 

P Cormier, Emery O., 2Lt Tarmichael, Arthur J., 1Lt 

CP Groose, William R. ñBudò, 2Lt Wolfe, Robert A., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Werrlein, Henry F., 2Lt Conover, Donald C., 2Lt 

E Jones, Robert C., Sgt Marinucci, Andrew J., Sgt 

R Stone, Donald R., S/Sgt Pate, Harris B., Jr., S/Sgt 

G Henrich, James G., Sgt Bellendir, John C., Sgt 

F None Schaviak, Willis M., Sgt 

 A/C No. 41-13179 ñBoogerò  

P Schiff, Frederick (NMI), 2Lt  

CP Hammar, Robert L., 2Lt  

N None  

B Brule, Gordon J., 2Lt  

E Isbell, Everett N., Cpl  

R Heinbaugh, James C., T/Sgt  

G Reddy, John E., S/Sgt  

F Butt, Maj, D. F. P. (observer)  
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445
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Seegmiller, Barnard H., Sgt, armament: 

05/11/44: ñJust now our Group is in process of being equipped with new airplanes, 

bright new B-25Js.  They look sleek and shiny with their silver skins, but soon they will be 

beaten up and patched just like the ones we are turning in.  Already we have begun 

stripping off guns and excess equipment in the amount of many thousands of dollars, 

equipment that just as well have never been sent to this theater of operation.  I have been 

assigned one of the new planes and today it flew its first mission.  Everything went off 

OK.  Most of the pioneering is done and we have settled down to living.  Our tent, though 

we have only a dirt floor, is quite clean and livable.  We have reveille at 06:00 hours and 

then ride three miles to chow.  I don't like having to do that as it takes so much time.  

Some nights ago I saw the movie "Song of Bernadette."  Our hall was the moonlit sky and 

our seats were the grassy slope of a hill leading down to the creek.  I enjoyed the show.  

As yet I have not been out among the people very much on account of regulations and 

considerable work to do.  What I have seen of them, however, gives the impression that 

they are cleaner and prouder than the Italians.  They also seem very friendly.  Some day 

when I am in the mood, I shall write a description of Corsica.  Tonight we are loading 

sixteen ships.  Perhaps something big is coming off.ò 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :   More mail comes in and with PX our morale soars. 

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 318/mission 317) Group Mission # 278: 

Squadron Mission 237 

TARGET:  Ficulle RR Bridge, Italy-Piombino Harbor (alt)  DATE:   11 May 1944 

Type of Bombs:  1000 lb. Demo.    446
th
 Planes:  7 

Lt. Stocking, 447
th
 Sqdn. led the formation.  Due to uncontrollable difficulties only 11 

planes bombed, hitting for the most part N of the target, possibly cutting tracks and 

hitting approach.  Six planes bombed alternate, with hits observed S of Steel Works pier 

and in towards oil tanks and M/Ys.  Flak at the primary was heavy, scant to moderate, 

fairly accurate.  At the alternate flak was heavy, intense, accurate.  No fighters.  10 planes 

holed.   

Stocking, Eugene E., Lt, pilot, 447 BS 

 

 A/C No.  42-64509 ñNo Peekinôò 

(previously ñEnid IIò, ñArkansas 

Traveler IIò) 

A/C No. 42-32394 ñPeg Oô My Heartò 

P Fitzgerald, John (NMI) ñJackò, 2Lt Walsh, George F., 1Lt 

CP Wojcik, Walter (NMI), 2Lt Lee, Roy N., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Hughes, John  J., 2Lt McRae, James Arrington, 2Lt 

E Leonard, Malcolm B., Sgt Shellhamer, Lawrence (NMI), Cpl 

R Fellmer, Carl M., S/Sgt Orechia, James Raymond ñRaymondò, 

T/Sgt 

G Lanza, William A., Sgt Thornton, Edward P., Sgt 

F None Phillips, A. W., Maj (observer) 
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 A/C No.  42-32429 ñFlamingoò A/C No.  42-64587 ñRed Nosed 

Beckieò 

P Jordan, Henry L., 2Lt Church, Edwin Adem, 2Lt 

CP Gibbons, George H., 2Lt Hollingsworth, George K., Jr., 2Lt 

N Dunn, Thomas B., 2Lt None 

B Johnson, Henry W., 2Lt Kiernan, Noble J., 2Lt 

E Kane, Ronald J., Sgt Zelnick, John J., Sgt 

R Bufkin, Francis P., Jr., S/Sgt Kaufman, Sanders S., S/Sgt 

G Burrow, Isom F., Cpl Ricke, Richard O., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  43-27497 ñBarbaraò A/C No.  42-32446 ñMascotò 

P Othick, Rolland R., 1Lt Hipson, Robert Graham, 1Lt 

CP Mayfield, Estel Allen, 2Lt Hively, Harold Henry, 2Lt 

N None None 

B Mexal, Gus J., 2Lt Williams, Warren R., 2Lt 

E McArdle, John R., PFC Stapleton, Carl B., Sgt 

R Youngblood, Woodrow W., S/Sgt Harrison, Hoyt V., S/Sgt 

G Miller, Edward J., Sgt Finney, Preston N., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29995 ñPistol Packinô 

Mamaò 

 

P Morris, Meade L., Jr., 1Lt  

CP Vancil, Alfred E., 2Lt  

N Kinney, John H., 2Lt  

B Reynolds, Laverne E., 2Lt  

E Schreiner, Lester B. ñLesò, Sgt  

R Crozer, Robert L., S/Sgt  

G Larson, Ralph L., Sgt  

F None  

 

 

446
th

 BS:  Pilot Log of:  Fitzgerald, John (NMI) ñJackò, 2Lt, pilot (mission 31, Pilot) 

Co-Pilot:  Wojcik A/C B-25C-20:  42-64509 ñNo Peekinôò (previously ñEnid IIò, 

ñArkansas Traveler IIò)  

Target:  Ficulle RR Bridge, Italy-Piombino Harbor (alt) 

Flying Time:  2:40 (61
st
 mission in MTO) 

Wojcik, Walter (NMI), 2Lt, pilot 
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446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  McRae, James Arrington, 2Lt, bombardier (mission 26) 

ñPre-briefed 0700  T.O. 0900  Pilot:  Geo. Walsh  CoPilot:  Lee 

 Ship # 394 (Peg Oô My Heart) Alt 10,600 Bombs:  4ï1000 # Demos   Position:  2-4-1 

Target:  Ficulle South R.R. Bridge (42Á 50ô N - 12Á 03ô E).  Over target 1030, couldnôt 

pick up target due to 8/10 cloud cover.  Hvy, mod, inaccurate flak.  No e/a fighters.  Maj. 

Phillips along as an observer.  Combat hrs. to date:  81:05 hrs. 

PX rations today.  Wrote to Billy & Alice.  Worked most of the afternoon on the 

Officerôs Club.  Meeting @ Group, 1700, all combat officers.  Told us of the big push 

starting tonite @ 2300 in the Cassino.  Heaviest artillery barrage in history.  Also told 

part Air Support was to play.  Flying time:  02:35 hrs.ò 

Lee, Roy N., 2Lt, pilot     Phillips, A. W., Maj (observer) 

Walsh, George F., 1Lt, pilot 

 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 318/mission 317) Group Mission # 278: 6 of 

our ships participated in a raid on Ficulle RR Bridge (S), with Lt. Stocking leading the 

Group and our squadron.  Due to cloud coverage and malfunction of leader of 2
nd

 flight 

only 11 planes bombed and hit N of target, possibly hitting tracks and approaches.  Other 

bombs over and to SE.  Other 6 planes of 447
th
 bombed dock area at Piombino with 

100% of their bombs in target area. 

 

 A/C No.  43-27498 ñAve Mariaò A/C No.  43-27473 ñPaper Dollò 

P Dean, Ivan E., 2Lt Swanson, Robert Harold ñSwaneeò, 2Lt 

CP Krafka, Edward (NMI), 2Lt Muzinich, Anthony L. ñTonyò, 2Lt 

N None None 

B Spruill, Marvin L., 2Lt Fisher, Gerald E., 2Lt 

E Partee, Watson L., Sgt Fisher, Theodore M., S/Sgt 

R Alpino, Joseph D., S/Sgt Reynolds, Frank J., S/Sgt 

G Mango, Vincent A. ñVinceò, Sgt Richards, Charles M., Cpl 

F None Hobbs, E. G., Capt (observer) 

 A/C No.  41-30557 A/C No.  43-4069 ñRuptured Duckò 

P Stocking, Eugene E., 1Lt Haynes, Eldon R., 2Lt 

CP Sampson, Raymond D. ñSammyò, Maj, 

Commander 

Magne, Henry J. ñJoeò, 2Lt 

N Olsen, Svend P., 1Lt None 

B Martin, Wayne R., 2Lt Lundmark, Norman J., 2Lt 

E Tollefson, Walter F. K., Cpl Engels, Robert W., Sgt 

R Bilski, Walter J., S/Sgt Boyd, Robert J., T/Sgt 

G Mitchell, Rennie (NMI), S/Sgt Tarra, Frederick J., Sgt 

F None None 

 

 



 

Thursday, 11 May 1944 (continued) 
 

 A/C No.  41-30538 ñShad Rack You 

Done Crapped Againò 

A/C No.  43-27492 ñReddie Teddieò 

P Murray, Richard E., 2Lt Mims, Nathan (NMI), 2Lt 

CP Christian, Calvin B., 2Lt Martin, William H., Jr., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Huffman, William C., 2Lt Rosenbledt, James M., 2Lt 

E Collins, Clint R., Sgt Curry, Hughie L., Sgt 

R Toole, John F., S/Sgt Korzeniowski, Edward S., S/Sgt 

G Fowler, Harold E., S/Sgt Sinclair, Ralph (NMI), Sgt 

F Lamoureau, Archille D., Sgt None 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Mango, Vincent A. "Vince", Sgt, aerial gunner (Mission 8) 

ñTarget:  Piombino Harbour Inst. Flak:  HIA Combat:   2:25        Bombs:  1,000 lb 

Escorts:  Spits  Plane # 498 (43-27498 ñShoo-Shoo Baby!ò - later ñLovely Ladyò) 

Crew:  P-Lt. Dean, CP-Lt Krafka, B-Lt Spruill, E-Sgt Partee, R-SSG Alpino, G-Sgt 

Mango 

Due to overcast and malfunction in plane of leader of 2nd flight, only 11 planes dropped 

on primary target, Ficulle RR Bridge, Hitting N end of target, possibly hitting w/fairly 

good results. Received HMI Flak from Ficulle and HIS flak from Elba on breakaway 

from target.ò 

Alpino, Joseph D., S/Sgt, radio-gunner Dean, Ivan E., 2Lt, pilot  

Krafka, Edward (NMI), 2Lt, pilot  Partee, Watson L., Sgt, engineer-gunner 

Spruill, Marvin L., 2Lt, bombardier 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:   (No non-mission information) 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 318/mission 317) Group Mission # 278: 

Mission 231 (278).  At 09:07 25 planes off to bomb Ficulle RR/B.  11 planes dropped 43 

x 1000 at 10:30 on the primary target at 9,000 feet.  6 planes dropped 20 x 1000 on 

alternate at 11:05.  8 planes returned bombs to base.  All returned at 11:45.  Because of 

cloud cover at primary bombs hit N of target possibly cutting tracks and hitting approach.   

At alternate pattern started S of steel works pier and walked towards oil tanks and M/Y.  

Heavy, scant and accurate flak from primary and heavy, intense and accurate from 

alternate.  Weather:  8/10
th
 cover at primary and 1/10

th
  at alternate.  Escort 12 Spits.  

 

 A/C No.  43-27481 A/C No.  41-13195 

P Armstrong, Donald R., 1Lt Cottle, Robert J., 2Lt 

CP Blackwell, Robert G., 2Lt Ovard, Glen S., 2Lt 

N Duncan, George F., 2lt None 

B Bond, Edward N., 2Lt McDonough, Thomas E., Jr., 2Lt 

E Sullivan, James G., Pvt Hospod, Benjamin (NMI), Sgt 

R Jacobson, Fred (NMI), S/Sgt Hassenbein, Sam (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Wilkerson, John J., Cpl VanCura, Edward W., S/Sgt 

F None Sommer, Robert F., Sgt 



 

Thursday, 11 May 1944 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-30005 ñThe Duckò A/C No.  41-30125 

P Lonsdorf, Frank L., Jr., 2Lt McCabe, Norman M., 2Lt 

CP Matthews, Thomas W., 2Lt Moyer, Emerson C., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Apple, John A., 2Lt Schlenk, Henry O., 2Lt 

E Clark, Raymond S., Sgt Gager, Joseph R., Sgt 

R Holtzendorf, Henry (NMI), S/Sgt Wilkinson, Robert M., S/Sgt 

G Groome, Daingerfield M., Sgt Bowman, Wilmer E., Sgt 

F White, E. T., Sgt None 

 A/C No.  42-87455 A/C No.  43-27538 ñDown But Not 

Outò 

P Kuykendall, James William ñKukieò, 1Lt VanRaam, Rudolph (NMI), 1Lt 

CP Stevens, Ray B., 2Lt Hicks, John T., 1Lt 

N None Olszewski, Henry (NMI), 2Lt 

B Carr, Randal C., Cpl McCue, William M., Jr., 1Lt 

E Ernst, David L., S/Sgt Chosta, Louis (NMI), S/Sgt 

R Schaffner, Charles D., T/Sgt Burr, Harry C., S/Sgt 

G Slafkes, Milton M., S/Sgt Sharpsteen, Robert E., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64519 (returned early ï oil 

leak) 

 

P Myers, Harold C. ñCaseyò, 2Lt  

CP Rogers, Harry (NMI), Jr., 2Lt  

N None  

B Bearden, James E., 2Lt  

E Hajny, Zdenek (NMI), S/Sgt  

R Dean, Wilmer J., S/Sgt  

G Neuman, Robert A., Sgt  

F Harrington, J., 1Lt (observer)  

 

 

 

 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 
 

321
st
 Bomb Group Headlines: 

 

 
 

 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

USAAF Chronology:  MTO Tactical Operations (12
th

 AF):  

 

  In Italy, A-20s blast command posts along the main battlefront as 

Allied ground forces seek to break through the Gustav Line; medium bombers hit a 

concentration near Fondi, attack forces at Vallecorsa and Pastena and bomb numerous 

positions along the main front; fighter-bombers pound command posts, guns, bridges, 

road and rail traffic and troops along the assault front and in the rear areas, concentrating 

especially on the Monte Cassino Benedictine Abbey and  surrounding area. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   Five missions this date.  The first three to Pico and 

Vallecorsa Towns could wreak no appreciable damage due to the bad weather over the 

German controlled area in Italy.  However in the afternoon the weather was better and a 

road block was created at Vallecorsa while frags were being evenly spread in the 

Command Post area north of Pico.  114 sorties were flown ï a new 321
st
 record.  Our Air 

Liaison Officer, also working overtime, is keeping a blow by blow account of whatôs 

going on in this new offensive and according to him things are going well . 

Abbott, J. Roscoe, Capt, Royal Artillery, Allied Liaison Officer 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Communications Log:   

 

1012 57
th
 Wing Flight Section to Blake.  ñAsked for Lt. Hoffman.  Wanted to know 

when we were sending 2 replacement aircraft.  We will call backò. 

 

1030 446
th
 E to Blake.  ñAsked if crew of 43-27490 (J) ñMrs. Cò was in the Group.  

All T.O.ôs and papas missionò. 

 

1100 Cameron to Wing.  ñIs it a repeat on the Target for this morning?  Wing will call 

back and let us know as soon as possibleò. 

 

1115 Borgo to Hoffman.  ñP-39ôs circling ditched crewò. 

 

1125 Fitzpatrick to Cameron.  ñ24 on ñBerlinò.  24 on ñ160-10ò.  No second attack on 

ñBerlinò.  TOT, 1700 first.  TOT, 1715 secondò. 

 

1130 Hoffman to Fitzpatrick.  ñPassed on information of P-39ôs circling ditched crewò.  

A/C 327, Swanson.  (41-30327, pilot 2Lt Erle G. ñSwannyò Swanson) 

 

1230 Armstrong to Hoffman.  ñSwansonôs crew safe, picked up by launchò.  

 

1500  Terhune to Toohey.  ñ43-27572 ñBabsò did not check out on mission preflight.  

Lt. Cormier (Emery O., 2Lt, pilot, 445
th
 BS) in (41-13179 ñBoogerò will be 

replacementò. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

  

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary (Ops Order 319/mission 318) Group Mission # 279: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

321
st
 BG Mission No 279: Date: 12 May 44 No A/C completing mission:  18 

Squadrons:   445-8  446-1   447-9  448-0 

Target:  ñBerlinò Vallecorsa Rd. block at G-502159. 

Time OFF:  0640  T.O.T.:   0800  Time Down:  

18 A/C took off to bomb ñBerlinò Vallecorsa Rd. block at G-502159.  RESULTS:  Six 

planes dropped in end flightðthe leader observing hits on N. & S. edge of target area and 

others short.  Three of those planes dropped on 330° axis, on what is believe to be 

Proseddi on S. side of town and across road.  OPPOSITION ENCOUNTERED: None.  

 (Final Report not available) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary (Ops Order 320/mission 319) Group Mission # 280: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

321
st
 BG Mission No 280 Date: 12 May 44 No A/C completing mission:  25 

Squadrons:   445-7  446-6   447-6  448-6 

Target:  C.Pôs, PICO ï G-634165. 

Time OFF:  0655  T.O.T.:     Time Down:  0959 

25 A/C took off to bomb C.P.ôs Pico at G634165.  RESULTS:  Due to weather couldnôt 

bomb.  Ship No. 327 was hit and unable to reach baseðditched at 09° 25ôE, 41Á 23ôNð

crew seen out of shipðdinghy and radio dropped.  One plane escorting another one 

which was on single engine flew north over mainland in neighborhood of Terracina.   

OPPOSITION ENCOUNTERED:  Flak:  Heavy, intense and accurate from target area 

and Ceprano, Roccasecca, Isoletta, S. Giovanni and Proseddi.  PLANES LOST: One.  

PLANES HOLED: 23. 

 (Final Report not available) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary (Ops Order 321/mission 320) Group Mission # 281: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

321
st
 BG Mission No 281 Date: 12 May 44 No A/C completing mission:  18 

Squadrons:   445-0  446-9   447-0  448-9 

Target:  ñBerlinò VALLECORSA RD. BLOCK (G-502159). 

Time OFF:  0700  T.O.T.:     Time Down:   0932 

18 A/C took off to bomb ñBerlinò Vallecorsa Road Block at G-502159), but returned to 

base because of weather. 

 (Final Report not available) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

 

 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary (Ops Order 322/mission 321) Group Mission # 282:  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

321
st
 BG Mission No 282 Date: 12 May 44 No A/C completing mission: 27 

        (1 returned early) 

Squadrons:   445-7  446-6   447-7  448-6 

Target:  ñBerlinò ROAD BLOCK AT VALLECORSA (G-502159). 

Time OFF:  1540  T.O.T.:   1700  Time Down:   1820 

27 A/C took off to bomb ñBerlinò Vallecorsa Road Block at G-502159.  RESULTS: Hits 

scattered throughout town with greatest concentration on N. side and others observed 

through center and north end.  Some short of target.  Cloud cover made both observations 

and bombing difficult.  OPPOSITION ENCOUNTERED:  Flak Heavy, scant to 

moderate, inaccurate.  Also heavy, intense, accurate from Terracina and heavy, scant to 

moderate, accurate south of Fondi and vicinity Castro di Volaci.  PLANES LOST: None.  

PLANES HOLED: 7. 

 (Final Report not available) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary (Ops Order 323/mission 322) Group Mission # 283:  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

321
st
 BG Mission No 283 Date: 12 May 44 No A/C completing mission:  26 

Squadrons:   445-6  446-7   447-6  448-7 

Target:  CP at PICO at G-638167.  

Time OFF:  1555  T.O.T.:   1715  Time Down:   1840 

26 A/C took off to bomb CP at Pico at G-638167.  RESULTS: Center of target area well 

hit with some bursts to east and west of center.  Strings crossed road east of town.  All 

bombs north of Pico.   

OPPOSITION ENCOUNTERED:  Flak: Mostly at coast area going in and out from hill 

north of Terracina, heavy moderate, accurate, road N. of Sperlonga heavy, moderate, 

fairly accurate from Isoletta Damðheavy, scant, inaccurate.  Target Heavy, moderate, 

fairly accurate.  PLANS LOST: None.  PLANES HOLED: 8. 

(Final Report not available) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:  The Group set a record today, flying four missions.  All were 

fairly hot.  Landing strips, road junctions and gun emplacements all took a beating.  

Corporal Hewlett, known as ñPopò to all of us left for the U.S. today.  He is the first man 

in our squadron to benefit by the ground personnel rotation plan.  An M.A.A.F. staff 

photographer took pictures of todayôs formation.  The squadron should now reap some 

just publicity.  Lt. Cormier has pepped up the band with his lively trumpet.  Private Esok, 

who plays violin, saxophone, piano and trumpet is centering his talent upon the sax.  

Screening has been prepared for the club porches.  Enlisted Men signed the payroll today.  

The big Cassino push has begun. 

Cormier, Emery O., 2Lt, pilot   Esok, William C., Pvt, duty soldier 

Howlett, Irving H. "Pop", Cpl, transportation 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 319/mission 318) Group Mission # 279: 
 

 A/C No.  42-64659 A/C No.  41-13179 ñBoogerò 

P Shyshka, Lubomir P. ñCross Countryò, 

1Lt 

Dickerson, Samuel M., 1Lt 

CP Fischer, Franklyn R., 2Lt Hammar, Robert L., 2Lt 

N Smith, Raymond (NMI), 2Lt None 

B Maughan, George W., 1Lt Reddy, John E., S/Sgt 

E Callister, Jack Roland, Cpl Malloy, Edward J., Sgt 

R Plunk, Charlie B., T/Sgt Wells, Robert J., S/Sgt 

G Zimmer, Henry G., Sgt Kramer, Henry P., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29985 A/C No.  43-4026 

P Walker, Robert S., 1Lt Tarmichael, Arthur J., 1Lt 

CP Hardman, Albert F. ñAlò, Jr., 2Lt Knapp, Charles R., 1Lt 

N None None 

B Simpkins, Everett L., 2Lt Galindo, Daniel (NMI), 2Lt 

E DeRose, Louis A., Sgt Marinucci, Andrew J., Sgt 

R OôLeary, John D., T/Sgt Rossi, Sam J., S/Sgt 

G Harris, Charles W., Jr., Sgt Lemke, Leslie J., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  43-27534 (standing lady) A/C No.  42-64527 ñSycamore 1İ 

Judyò 

P Coale, Julian R. ñCozyò, Jr., 1Lt Waterman, LeRoy R., 1Lt 

CP Lyons, Lawrence L., 2Lt Groh, Sheldon R., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Werrlein, Henry F., 2Lt Brule, Gordon J., 2Lt 

E Ceccucci, Harold A., Sgt Jones, Robert C., Sgt 

R Hall, Warren Francis, S/Sgt Johnson, John E., T/Sgt 

G Henrich, James G., Sgt Andrews, Lamar C., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 320/mission 319) Group Mission # 280: 

 A/C No.  42-32434 ñMississippi 

Gambler IIò 

A/C No.  42-32458 

P Neumann, Robert H., Capt Cormier, Emory O., 2Lt 

CP Strenger, Marshall C., Capt  Place, Winston R., 2Lt 

N Casaburi, Robert Roland, 2Lt None 

B Kauric, William J., 1Lt Conover, Donald C., 2Lt 

E Kitts, Gordon L., Sgt Smith, William A., Jr., Sgt 

R Marcoulier, William A., T/Sgt Stephens, Robert T., S/Sgt 

G McClary, Louis E., Sgt Whelan, Edward J., Sgt 

F None Cotter, Jack M., Sgt 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  43-27572 ñBabsò A/C No.  43-27553 ñEvoraò 

P Gunder, William H., 1Lt Rygh, Malvin S. ñMalò, 2Lt 

CP Boucher, Arthur Paul, F/O Richardson, John S., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Fitzgerald, Daniel J., Sgt Klein, Robert J., 2Lt 

E Lens, Edward (NMI), T/Sgt Leith, Douglas L., Sgt 

R Heinbaugh, James C., S/Sgt Scott, Aurelias M., S/Sgt 

G Weaver, Dale W., Cpl Jones, Harvey J., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  43-27519 (picture of Hula-girl  

- no name/lettering) 
A/C No.  42-64667 ñWet Dreamsò 

P Rigler, Edward J., 2Lt Schiff, Frederick (NMI), 2Lt 

CP Swanson, Harry A., 2Lt Schweda, George J., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Miller, Edward A., 1Lt Sides, Harry F., 2Lt  

E Malmberg, Russell H., S/Sgt Swingholm, Raymond J., Sgt 

R Wells, Joy E., S/Sgt Pate, Harris B., Jr., S/Sgt 

G Doswell, Richard (NMI), Sgt Bellendir, John C., Sgt 

F None Schaviak, Willis M., Sgt 

 A/C No.  41-30550 ñHetties Pride and 

Joyò 

A/C No.  43-27545 ñMaggieò 

P Wilson, Victor H., Capt Hinsley, Maxwell D., 1Lt 

CP Hadsell, Donald M., 2Lt Wolfe, Robert A., 2Lt 

N Sharp, Kenneth R., 1Lt None 

B Underwood, James H., Jr., Capt VenJohn, George G., 2Lt 

E York, Rufus (NMI), Sgt Yoa, Harry (NMI), Sgt 

R Kintly, James E., S/Sgt Parlette, Oliver C., S/Sgt 

G Eiff, William C., S/Sgt Jannetta, Floridi D. ñFloydò, Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.   41-13202 ñIdaho Lassieò  

P Russell, Lawrence Lee ñScrap Ironò, 1Lt  

CP Moore, Henry D., 2Lt  

N Napple, Francis L., 2Lt  

B Yepez, Oscar W., 1Lt  

E Knight, Arnold K., Sgt  

R Heinbaugh, James C., Sgt  

G McGinley, Joseph B., Sgt  

F None  

 

 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 321/mission 320) Group Mission # 281: 

(445
th
 BS did not participate) 
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445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 322/mission 321) Group Mission # 282: 

 

 A/C No.  42-32434 ñMississippi 

Gambler IIò 

A/C No.  43-27534 (standing lady) 

P Hatcher, Leon F., Jr., 1Lt Hinsley, Maxwell D., 1Lt 

CP Groose, William R. ñBudò, 2Lt Wolfe, Robert A., 2Lt 

N Fisher, Sigmund M., 2Lt None 

B Wren, Frank J., 1Lt VenJohn, George G., 2Lt 

E Hawkins, Vernon L., Sgt Yoa, Harry (NMI), Sgt 

R Shiloh, Andrew (NMI), T/Sgt Parlette, Oliver C., S/Sgt 

G Hunt, Jerry E., S/Sgt Jannetta, Floridi D. ñFloydò, Sgt 

 A/C No.  42-64659 A/C No.   43-4026 

P Schiff, Frederick (NMI), 2Lt Register, Percy D., Maj, Commander 

CP Schweda, George J., 2Lt McLain, Damon I., 1Lt 

N None Smith, Raymond (NMI), 2Lt 

B Sides, Harry F., 2Lt Simpkins, Everett L., 2Lt 

E Swingholm, Raymond J., Sgt DeRose, Louis A., Sgt 

R Pate, Harris B., Jr., S/Sgt OôLeary, John D., T/Sgt 

G Bellendir, John C., Sgt Harris, Charles W., Jr., Sgt 

F Schaviak, Willis M., Sgt None 

 A/C No.  42-32458 A/C No.  42-64527 ñSycamore 1İ 

Judyò 

P Dickerson, Samuel M., 2Lt Walker, Robert S., 1Lt 

CP Hammar, Robert L., 2Lt Hardman, Albert F. ñAlò, Jr., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Reddy, John E., S/Sgt Klein, Robert J., 2Lt 

E Malloy, Edward J., Sgt Leith, Douglas L., Sgt 

R Wells, Robert J., S/Sgt Scott, Aurelias M., S/Sgt 

G Kramer, Henry P., Sgt Jones, Harvey J., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64529  

P Wagner, Gerald W., 2Lt  

CP Fischer, Franklyn R., 2Lt  

N None  

B Galindo, Daniel (NMI), 2Lt  

E York, Rufus (NMI), Sgt  

R Kintly, James E., S/Sgt  

G Eiff, William C., S/Sgt  

F None  
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445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 323/mission 322) Group Mission # 283: 

 

 A/C No.  41-30550 ñHetties Pride and 

Joyò 

A/C No.  43-27545 ñMaggieò 

P Neumann, Robert H., Capt Coale, Julian R. ñCozyò, Jr., 1Lt 

CP Strenger, Marshall C., Capt Lyons, Lawrence L., 2Lt 

N Casaburi, Robert Roland, 2Lt None 

B Kauric, William J., 1Lt Werrlein, Harry F., 2Lt 

E Kitts, Gordon L., Sgt Ceccucci, Harold A., Sgt 

R Marcoulier, William A., T/Sgt Hall, Warren Francis, Sgt 

G Cleary, L. E., Sgt Henrich, James G., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64667 ñWet Dreamsò A/C No.  41-13202 ñIdaho Lassieò 

P Tarmichael, Arthur J., 1Lt Russell, Lawrence Lee ñScrap Ironò, 1Lt 

CP Knapp, Charles R., 2Lt Moore, Henry D., 2Lt 

N None Napple, Francis L., 2Lt 

B Voelker, Joseph M., 2Lt Yepez, Oscar W., 1Lt 

E Marinucci, Andrew J., Sgt Knight, Arnold K., Sgt 

R Rossi, Sam J. S/Sgt Heinbaugh, James C., T/Sgt 

G Cotter, Jack M., Sgt McGinley, Joseph B., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13179 ñBoogerò A/C No.  41-29985 

P Cormier, Emery O., 2Lt Waterman, LeRoy R., 1Lt 

CP Place, Winston R., 2Lt Groh, Sheldon R., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Conover, Donald C., 2Lt Brule, Gordon J., 2Lt 

E Smith, William A., Jr., Sgt Jones, Robert C., 2Lt 

R Stephens, Robert T., S/Sgt Johnson, John E., T/Sgt 

G Whelan, Edward J., Sgt Andrews, Lamar C., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :   Five missions are flown, involving 30 of our planes.  Orders to go 

home come for Captain Springer, Lts. Bsharah, Walker, McCabe, Holt and EMôs Cohen, 

H. McArdle, Ciach, Franc, Fiebelkorn and Thomas.  Sergeant Tom Smart goes home on 

rotation. 

Bsharah, Phillip (NMI), 2Lt, pilot  Ciach, Stanislaus (NMI), S/Sgt, gunner 

Cohen, George, T/Sgt, radio-gunner  Fiebelkorn, Earl C., S/Sgt, gunner 

Franc, John A., Sgt, gunner   Holt, Robert L., 2Lt, pilot 

McArdle, Harry E., T/Sgt, gunner  McCabe, Peter T., Lt, bombardier/navigator 

Smart, Thomas A. ñTomò, Sgt, supply Springer, Luther B., Jr., Capt, navigator 

Thomas, Patrick (NMI), S/Sgt, gunner Walker, Dale F., Lt, pilot 
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446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 319/mission 318) Group Mission # 279: 

Squadron Mission 238 

TARGET:  ñBerlinò Vallecorsa Road Block, Italy.  DATE:   12 May 1944 

Type of Bombs:  500 lb.     446
th
 Planes:  1 

Capt. Neuman, 445
th
 Sqdn. led the formation.  Six planes in second flight dropped, the 

leader observing hits on N and S edge of target area and others short.  Three of these 

planes dropped on a 330º axis, what is believed to be Proseddi, on S side of town and 

across road.  No flak, no fighters. 

Neuman, Robert H., Capt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

 

 A/C No.  41-30293  

P Hurley, John R., 1Lt  

CP Peterson, Frederick I., 2Lt  

N Franklin, Arthur E., 2Lt  

B McRae, James Arrington, 2Lt  

E Smith, Cephus M., Jr., S/Sgt  

R Brown, Dennis H., S/Sgt  

G Mittman, Milton M., Cpl  

F None  

 

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 320/mission 319) Group Mission # 280: 

Squadron Mission 239 

TARGET:  C.Ps, Pico, Italy.     DATE:   12 May 1944 

Type of Bombs:  Frags.     446
th
 Planes:  6 

Lt. Sowder, 448
th
 Sqdn. led the formation.  Due to weather, bombs were not dropped.  

Flak was heavy, intense and accurate from target area.  One plane lost, 23 holed.  Lt. 

Othick salvoed bombs over water due to rough running engine.  Lt. Sitts, his bombardier, 

received a wound on the face from shattered glass. 

Sowder, Tony R., Jr., 1Lt, pilot, 448
th
 BS 

 

 A/C No.  43-27497 ñBarbaraò A/C No.  42-64511 ñThe Madam 2 of 

St. Joeò 

P Morris, Meade L., Jr., 1Lt Cooper, Paul T., Capt 

CP Vancil, Alfred E., 2Lt Fontaine, Eugene A., Jr., 2Lt 

N None Chapman, John E., 2Lt 

B Hughes, John Jerome ñJackò, 2Lt Mottley, John F., 2Lt 

E Schreiner, Lester B. ñLesò, Sgt Clickner, Albert H., S/Sgt 

R Green, Salem M., S/Sgt Miles, Walter J., Jr., S/Sgt 

G Nemet, Michael (NMI), Sgt Foley, Joseph M., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  42-32446 ñMascotò A/C No.  42-64509 ñNo Peekinôò 

(previously ñEnid IIò, ñArkansas 

Traveler IIò) 

P Lewis, Vernon (NMI), 2Lt Othick, Rolland R., 1Lt 

CP Ivankovig, Paul J., 2Lt Mayfield, Estel Allen, 2Lt 

N None None 

B Kiernan, Noble J., 2Lt Sitts, Lonnie C., 2Lt 

E Bober, John (NMI), Jr., Sgt McArdle, John R., PFC  

R Kaufman, Sanders S., S/Sgt Youngblood, Woodrow W., S/Sgt 

G Brandoff, Daniel (NMI), S/Sgt Miller, Edward J., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29995 ñPistol Packinô 

Mamaò 

A/C No.  43-4097 ñTiny?ò (later 

ñDarleneò) 

P Herbert, John James, Jr., 1Lt Church, Edwin Adem, 2Lt 

CP Taylor, Jason G., 2Lt Hollingsworth, George K., Jr., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Johnson, Henry W., 2Lt Forsberg, Robert A., 2Lt 

E Leonard, Malcolm B., Sgt Zelnick, John J., Sgt 

R Holder, Paul F., S/Sgt McFarland, Charles W., S/Sgt 

G Casper, Henry G., S/Sgt Ricke, Richard O., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 321/mission 320) Group Mission # 281: 

Squadron Mission 240 

TARGET:  ñBerlinò Vallecorsa Road Block, Italy.  DATE:   12 May 1944 

Type of Bombs:  500 lb.     446
th
 Planes:  9 

Lt. Colonel Schwane led the formation.  Circled and returned, due to bad weather.  No 

flak, no fighters. 

 

 A/C No.  43-27496 ñPRINCESS 

PAOLA IIò (later ñPRINCESSò)  
A/C No.  42-32429 ñFlamingoò 

P Fitzgerald, John (NMI) ñJackò, 2Lt Jordan, Henry L., 2Lt 

CP Wojcik, Walter (NMI), 2Lt Gibbons, George H., 2Lt 

N None Dunn, Thomas B., 2Lt 

B Pestalozzi, Rudolph H. ñRudyò, 1Lt Farber, Joseph L., 2Lt 

E Britton, William W., Jr., Sgt Kane, Ronald J., Sgt 

R Bufkin, Francis P., Jr., S/Sgt Brugioni, Dino A., S/Sgt 

G Bender, Thomas J., Pvt Burrow, Isom F., Cpl 

F None None 

 

 

 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  42-64587 ñRed Nosed 

Beckieò 

A/C No.  42-32394 ñPeg Oô My Heartò 

P Ritger, Frederic Charles, 2Lt Walsh, George F., 1Lt 

CP Hawkins, Robert B., 2Lt Lee, Roy N., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Mexal, Gus J., 2Lt Mayo, Jack D., 2Lt 

E Mowry, Michael L. S., S/Sgt Shellhamer, Lawrence (NMI), Cpl 

R Huntoon, Stuart Layne, Pvt Orechia, James Raymond ñRaymondò, 

T/Sgt 

G Heery, Philip M., Sgt Thornton, Edward P., Sgt 

F None Phillips, A. W., Maj (observer) 

 A/C No.  42-53377 ñFlag Shipò A/C No.  42-64549 

P Schwane, Henry H., Lt Col, Commander Hipson, Robert Graham, 2Lt 

CP Smith, Richard H., Col, 321
st
 

Commander 

Hively, Harold Henry, 2Lt 

N Kinney, John H., 2Lt None 

B Reynolds, Laverne E., 2Lt Jaksic, Francis R., 2Lt 

E Knapp, Walter E., S/Sgt Stapleton, Carl B., Sgt 

R Howe, Frank M., T/Sgt Harrison, Hoyt V., S/Sgt 

G South, William R., S/Sgt Finney, Preston N., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-30387 ñKay Girlò A/C No.  43-27499 

P Burandt, Charles Lawson ñChuckò, 2Lt Goff, Leroy Robert, Jr., 2Lt 

CP Smith, Randell L., 2Lt Wallace, Robert D., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Gawrada, Gabriel P., 1Lt Williams, Warren R., 2Lt 

E Jupin, John (NMI), Jr., S/Sgt Smetana, Frank C., Jr., Sgt 

R Fellmer, Carl M., S/Sgt Maddox, Everett R., S/Sgt 

G Wiacek, Emil J., Sgt Larson, Ralph L., Sgt 

F Warren, Joseph E., Capt, medical officer 

(observer) 

None 

 A/C No.  43-27503 ñMiss Arabellaò  

P Sampson, Allan T., 1Lt  

CP White, Frank B., 2Lt  

N None  

B Nicklaus, George Edward ñNickò, 1Lt  

E Nigrelli, Ernest J., Sgt  

R Sweedler, Max (NMI), S/Sgt  

G Napoliello, Felix (NMI), S/Sgt  

F None  

 

 

 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 322/mission 321) Group Mission # 282: 

Squadron Mission 241 

TARGET:  ñBerlinò Road Block at Vallecorsa, Italy  DATE:   12 May 1944 

Type of Bombs:  500 lb Demo.    446
th
 Planes:  6 

Major Sampson, 447
th
 Sqdn. led the formation.  Hits scattered throughout town, with 

greatest concentration on W side.  Cloud cover made bombing and observation difficult.  

Flak was heavy, scant to moderate, inaccurate.  Seven planes holed.  No fighters.  Lt. 

Hipson returned early because of a rough running engine. 

Sampson, Raymond D. ñSammyò, Maj, pilot, Commander, 447
th
 BS 

 

 A/C No.   42-64587 ñRed Nosed 

Beckieò 

A/C No.  42-32394 ñPeg Oô My Heartò 

P Ritger, Frederic Charles, 2Lt Walsh, George F., 1Lt 

CP Hawkins, Robert B., 2Lt Lee, Roy N., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Mexal, Gus J., 2Lt McRae, James Arrington, 2Lt 

E Mowry, Michael L. S., S/Sgt Shellhamer, Lawrence (NMI), Cpl 

R Huntoon, Stuart Layne, Pvt Orechia, James Raymond ñRaymondò, 

T/Sgt 

G Heery, Philip M., Sgt Thornton, Edward P., Sgt 

F None Phillips, A. W., Maj (observer) 

 A/C No.  41-30293 A/C No.  42-32429 ñFlamingoò 

P Sampson, Allan T., 1Lt Hunter, William Clark, Maj 

CP White, Frank B., 2Lt Wallace, Robert D., 2Lt 

N None Kinney, John H., 2Lt 

B Hughes, John Jerome ñJackò, 2Lt Mayo, Jack D., 2Lt 

E Nigrelli, Ernest J., Sgt Brawn, Jean H., S/Sgt 

R Sweedler, Max (NMI), S/Sgt Todd, Alfred J., T/Sgt 

G Napoliello, Felix (NMI), S/Sgt Velarde, Servando J., Jr., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-30387 ñKay Girlò A/C No.  43-27499 

P Burandt, Charles Lawson ñChuckò, 2Lt Goff, Leroy Robert, Jr., 2Lt 

CP Smith, Randell L., 2Lt Fontaine, Eugene A., Jr., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Gawrada, Gabriel P., 1Lt Williams, Warren R., 2Lt 

E Jupin, John (NMI), Jr., S/Sgt Smetana, Frank C., Jr., Sgt 

R Fellmer, Carl M., S/Sgt Maddox, Everett R., S/Sgt 

G Wiacek, Emil J., Sgt Larson, Ralph L., Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.   42-64549 (returned early ï 

engine trouble) 

 

P Hipson, Robert Graham, 2Lt  

CP Hively, Harold Henry, 2Lt  

N None  

B Jaksic, Francis R., 2Lt  

E Stapleton, Carl B., Sgt  

R Harrison, Hoyt V., S/Sgt  

G Finney, Preston N., Sgt  

F None  

 

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 323/mission 322) Group Mission # 283: 

Squadron Mission 242 

TARGET:  CP at Pico, Italy     DATE:   12 May 1944 

Type of Bombs:  Frags.     446
th
 Planes:  7 

Capt. Neuman, 445
th
 Sqdn. led the formation.  Center of target area well hit, with some 

bursts E and N of center.  Flak was heavy, moderate and accurate.  Eight planes holed.  

Capt. Cooper landed at Capadochina A/D, Italy, to rush S/Sgt Foley, gunner, to hospital, 

having received a flak wound.  Lt. Lewis and Lt. Fitzgerald landed their planes with 

Capt. Cooper.  Lt Lewis was forced to remain overnight, engine trouble 

Neuman, Robert H., Capt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

 

 A/C No.  43-27497 ñBarbaraò A/C No.  42-32446 ñMascotò 

P Fitzgerald, John (NMI) ñJackò, 2Lt Lewis, Vernon (NMI), 2Lt 

CP Wojcik, Walter (NMI), 2Lt Ivankovig, Paul J., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Pestalozzi, Rudolph H. ñRudyò, 1Lt Kiernan, Noble J., 2Lt 

E Britton, William W., Jr., Sgt Bober, John (NMI), Jr., Sgt 

R Kaufman, Sanders S., S/Sgt Brugioni, Dino A., S/Sgt 

G Bender, Thomas J., Pvt Lanza, William A., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64511 ñThe Madam 2 of 

St. Joeò 

A/C No.  41-29995 ñPistol Packinô 

Mamaò 

P Cooper, Paul T., Capt Othick, Rolland R., 1Lt 

CP Hawkes, Leon R., 2Lt Mayfield, Estel Allen, 2Lt 

N Chapman, John E., 2Lt None 

B Mottley, John F., 2Lt Sitts, Lonnie C., 2Lt 

E Clickner, Albert H., S/Sgt Kreider, John L., Sgt 

R Miles, Walter J., Jr., S/Sgt Holder, Paul F., S/Sgt 

G Foley, Joseph M., S/Sgt Miller, Edward J., Sgt 

F None None 

 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  42-53377 ñFlag Shipò A/C No.  43-27496 ñPRINCESS 

PAOLA IIò (later ñPRINCESSò) 

P Herbert, John James, Jr., 1Lt Church, Edwin Adem, 2Lt 

CP Taylor, Jason G., 2Lt Hollingsworth, George K., Jr., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Johnson, Henry W., 2Lt Forsberg, Robert A., 2Lt 

E Leonard, Malcolm B., Sgt Zelnick, John J., Sgt  

R Green, Salem M., S/Sgt McFarland, Charles W., S/Sgt 

G Casper, Henry G., S/Sgt Ricke, Richard O., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  43-27503 ñMiss Arabellaò  

P Jordan, Henry L., 2Lt  

CP Gibbons, George H., 2Lt  

N None  

B Farber, Joseph L., 2Lt  

E Kane, Ronald J., Sgt  

R Bufkin, Francis P., Jr., S/Sgt  

G Burrow, Isom F., Cpl  

F None  

 

446
th

 BS:  Pilot Log of:  Fitzgerald, John (NMI) ñJackò, 2Lt, pilot (mission 32, Pilot) 

Co-Pilot:  Wojcik A/C B-25J-1-NC:  43-27496 ñPRINCESS PAOLA IIò (later 

ñPRINCESSò) 

Target:   ñBerlinò Vallecorsa Road Block, Italy. 

Flying Time:  2:40 (62
nd

 mission in MTO) 

446
th

 BS:  Pilot Log of:  Fitzgerald, John (NMI) ñJackò, 2Lt, pilot (mission 33, Pilot) 

Co-Pilot:  Wojcik A/C B-25J-1-NC:  43-27497 ñBarbaraò 

Target:   CP at Pico, Italy ï (2 landings: Landed at Capodichino A/D, then home) 

Flying Time:  3:45 (63
rd

 mission in MTO) 

Wojcik, Walter (NMI), 2Lt, pilot 

 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  McRae, James Arrington, 2Lt, bombardier (mission 27) 

ñUp at 0400, ate chow, then to Group.   

Pre-briefed 0500  T.O. 0635  Pilot:  Hurley   CoPilot:  Peterson 

Ship # 293   Alt 9,500 Bombs:  8ï500 # Demos    Position:  1-2-1 

Target:  Town of Vallecorsa (41Á 26ô N - 13Á 24ô E).  Over target at 0800, target 

completely obscured, 9/10ôs cover, couldnôt drop our bombs.  No flak.  Sky covered with 

airplanes.  Again weather man all wet. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  McRae, James Arrington, 2Lt, bombardier (mission 28) 

ñPre-briefed 14  T.O. 1530  Pilot:  Geo. Walsh  CoPilot:  Lee 

Ship # 394 (Peg Oô My Heart) Alt 12,500 Bombs:  8ï500 # Demos   Position:  2-2-1 

Target:  Town of Vallecorsa (41Á 26ô N - 13Á 24ô E).  Over target @ 1700, Hvy., light 

inaccurate flak over target, when we returned to coast-line got Hvy., Hvy, acc., flak.  No 

fighters.  Target obscured, Maj. Hunter also flying 1500ô above altitude. 

Went to show tonite, Kay Kyser in óSwing Timeô.   Flying time:  02:45 hrs 03:00 

hrs.ò 

Hunter, William Clark, Maj, pilot    Hurley, John R., 2Lt, pilot 

Lee, Roy N., 2Lt, pilot     Peterson, Frederick I., 2Lt, pilot 

Walsh, George F., 1Lt, pilot 

 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:   Four missions for today.  The following officers and enlisted men 

were assigned to this squadron per orders from 57
th
 Wing, S.O. #76:  2

nd
 Lts. Hubert P. J. 

Jensen (P), Stanley J. Wiechert (CP), James N. Watson (B), S/Sgt. Francis S. Torrey 

(RG), Sgt. James R. OôNeil (EG), and Sgt. Paul B. Connolly (AG).  A meeting was 

conducted by Colonel Smith with 40 pilots, 22 bombardiers and 5 navigators present. 

Jensen, Hubert P. J., 2Lt, pilot  OôNeil, James R., Sgt, engineer-gunner 

Connolly, Paul B., Sgt, aerial gunner 

Sampson, Raymond D. ñSammyò, Maj, pilot, Commander 

Smith, Richard H., Col, pilot, 321
st
 BG Commander 

Stocking, Eugene E., Lt, pilot   Torrey, Francis S., S/Sgt, radio-gunner 

Watson, James N., 2Lt, bombardier  Wiechert, Stanley J., 2Lt, pilot 

Wiginton, J. Maurice ñWigsò, 2Lt, pilot 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 319/mission 318) Group Mission # 279:  On 

the first mission nine of our ships participated in a raid on Vallecorsa Road Block, with 

Lt. Stocking leading our flight.  Two of our ships did not drop their bombs due to 

coverage.  Hits seen on N and S edge of target area and others short. 

 

 A/C No.  42-64512 ñScotch & Sodaò A/C No.  43-4060 ñCover Girlò 

P Mims, Nathan (NMI), 2Lt Nettles, Forrest Truett, 2Lt 

CP Hall, Earl W., 2Lt Nall, John G., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Lundmark, Norman J., 2Lt Stanley, Edward J., 2Lt 

E Dawson, Roy C., Sgt Quintenz, Robert P., Sgt 

R Korzeniowski, Edward S., S/Sgt Orloff, Sidney (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Sinclair, Ralph (NMI), Sgt Roberts, Herman (NMI), S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-30557 A/C No.  43-27636 

P Stocking, Eugene E., 1Lt Martin, William H., Jr., 2Lt 

CP Christian, Calvin B., 2Lt Wakeley, Charles G., III, 2Lt 

N Lindell, Harold N., 2Lt None 

B Martin, Wayne R., 2Lt Vieser, Walter N., 2Lt  

E Tollefson, Walter F. K., Cpl Mabbutt, William T., Sgt 

R Bilski, Walter J., S/Sgt Simberg, Alvin L., S/Sgt 

G Mitchell, Rennie (NMI), S/Sgt Abbondanza, Anthony J., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  43-3522 ñHunky Doreyò A/C No.  43-27476 ñShoo-Shoo Baby!ò 

(later ñLovely Ladyò) 

P Alger, LeRoy (NMI), 1Lt Bastin, Melville R., 2Lt 

CP Runyon, Leroy C., 2Lt Manz, Wayne A., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Anderson, Sherman E., 2Lt McCaleb, Harold G., 2Lt 

E Ford, Leonard W., S/Sgt Morrissey, Raphael E., Cpl 

R Williamson, Myles O., T/Sgt Pierce, William H., Cpl 

G Veid, Joseph (NMI), Sgt Harriman, Elmon P., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  43-4069 ñRuptured Duckò A/C No.  42-64553 

P Schnoebelen, Orval L., 2Lt Cloward, Glannin A., Capt 

CP Manley, Ward E., 2Lt Neiman, William E., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Niedelman, Hyman (NMI), 2Lt Nelson, George B., 2Lt 

E Clyne, Everett H., Sgt Scarberry, Harold W., Sgt 

R Gaydos, John P., T/Sgt Vineski, Robert R. ñThe Reverendò, 

S/Sgt 

G Jaskowski, John (NMI) ñJackò, Sgt Miller, Dale G., Sgt 

F None Holmes, Ora E., Jr., Pvt 

 A/C No.  42-64694  

P Speer, Marvin L., 2Lt  

CP Gillis, John R., 2Lt  

N None  

B James, Robert M., 2Lt  

E Escher, Carl S., S/Sgt  

R Carlson, Carl M., T/Sgt  

G Corkill, John (NMI), Sgt  

F Lamoureau, Archille D., Sgt  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 320/mission 319) Group Mission # 280:  On 

the second mission, six of our ships participated in a raid on Pico, with Lt. Wiginton 

leading our flight.  Due to weather conditions all planes returned without dropping 

bombs.  Lt. Wiginton salvoed bombs when engine was shot out.  All planes were holed 

by flak.   

 

 A/C No.  42-64695 A/C No.  42-32449 

P Seavey, George D., 1Lt Haynes, Eldon R., 2Lt 

CP Johnson, Eric A., 2Lt Magne, Henry J. ñJoeò, 2Lt 

N None None 

B McDermott, James W., 2Lt Altman, Irving L., 2Lt 

E Schwartz, Arthur (NMI), S/Sgt Engels, Robert W., Sgt 

R Harman, Robert W., T/Sgt Boyd, Robert J., T/Sgt 

G Grant, James H., S/Sgt Tarra, Frederick J., Sgt 

F Shand, Arthur T., Pvt  None 

 A/C No.  43-27498 ñAve Mariaò A/C No.  43-4009 ñDouble-O-Nineò 

P Dean, Ivan E., 2Lt Banks, Herbert J., 1Lt 

CP Remington, Peter H., Lt Col, HQ 321
st
 

BG 

Kibler, William E. ñKibò, 2Lt 

N None None 

B Spruill, Marvin L., 2Lt Webb, James A., 2Lt 

E Partee, Watson L., Sgt Koecher, Robert W., Sgt 

R Alpino, Joseph D., S/Sgt Hubert, Leo G., T/Sgt 

G Mango, Vincent A. ñVinceò, Sgt Burke, William H., Jr., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-30538 ñShad Rack You 

Done Crapped Againò 

A/C No.  43-27473 ñPaper Dollò 

P Wiginton, J. Maurice ñWigsò, 1Lt Swanson, Robert Harold ñSwaneeò, 2Lt 

CP Washburn, Guy M. ñPappyò, 2Lt Muzinich, Anthony L. ñTonyò, 2Lt 

N Matthewson, Merton K., Jr., 2Lt None 

B Jones, Claude F., 1Lt Fisher, Gerald E., 2Lt 

E Gillies, Robert H., S/Sgt Fisher, Theodore M., S/Sgt 

R Mathews, William E., S/Sgt Reynolds, Frank J., S/Sgt 

G Rogowski, Edmund (NMI) ñButchò, Sgt Richards, Charles M., Cpl 

F None None 

 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 321/mission 320) Group Mission # 281: 

(447
th
 BS did not participate) 

 

 

 

 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 322/mission 321) Group Mission # 282: 
Seven of our ships participated on the third mission for the day, in a raid on Vallecorsa 

Road Block.  Hits seen through town, but most bombs on W side with others observed 

through center and on N end, some short of target.  Clouds made observation difficult.  

Major Sampson led the Group with our squadron.   

 

 A/C No.  41-30557 A/C No.  42-64694 

P Sampson, Raymond D. ñSammyò, Maj, 

Commander 

Mims, Nathan (NMI), 2Lt 

CP Olson, Robert C. ñOllieò, Capt Hall, Earl W., 2Lt 

N Olsen, Svend P., 1Lt  None 

B Becker, Edward B., Capt Lundmark, Norman J., 2Lt 

E Beckhart, Maurice H., S/Sgt Curry, Hughie L., Sgt 

R Chatters, Aubrey W., T/Sgt Korzeniowski, Edward S., S/Sgt 

G Rogowski, Edmund (NMI) ñButchò, Sgt Blalock, Joe T., Sgt 

F None Lamoureau, Archille D., Sgt 

 A/C No.  43-3522 ñHunky Doreyò A/C No.  43-4069 ñRuptured Duckò 

P Button, Ervine J., 2Lt Schnoebelen, Orval L., 2Lt 

CP Denman, John L., 2Lt Manley, Ward E., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Adcock, Leonard E., 2Lt Huffman, William C., 2Lt 

E Collins, Clint R., S/Sgt Sheppard, Luther Edgar ñL.E.ò, Jr., Sgt 

R McFarland, John F., S/Sgt Free, Paul L., S/Sgt 

G Harriman, Elmon P., S/Sgt Rose, Clifford A., Sgt 

F None Hobbs, E. G., Capt (observer) 

 A/C No.  43-27701 A/C No.  43-27636 

P Speer, Marvin L., 2Lt Nall, John G., 2Lt 

CP Gillis, John R., 2Lt Nettles, Forrest Truett, 2Lt 

N Matthewson, Merton K., Jr., 2Lt None 

B James, Robert M., 2Lt Nowakowski, Joseph J., 2Lt 

E Escher, Carl S., S/Sgt Dawson, Roy C., S/Sgt 

R Carlson, Carl M., T/Sgt See, Russell K., S/Sgt 

G Corkill, John (NMI), Sgt Flowers, Frank J., Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  43-27476 ñShoo-Shoo Baby!ò 

(later ñLovely Ladyò) 

 

P Alger, LeRoy (NMI), 1Lt  

CP Runyon, Leroy C., 2Lt  

N None  

B Anderson, Sherman E., 2Lt  

E Freeman, Millard C., Sgt  

R Cowart, Eugene C., S/Sgt  

G Veid, Joseph (NMI), Sgt  

F None  

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 323/mission 322) Group Mission # 283:  On 

the fourth mission, six of ships participated in a raid on CP at Pico, with Lt. Stocking 

leading flight.  Center of target well hit with bursts to E and W of center.  String crossed 

road E of town.  All bombs N of Pico. 

 

 A/C No.  43-27473 ñPaper Dollò A/C No.  43-4060 ñCover Girlò 

P Swanson, Robert Harold ñSwaneeò, 2Lt Cloward, Glannin A., Capt 

CP Muzinich, Anthony L. ñTonyò, 2Lt Neiman, William E., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Fisher, Gerald E., 2Lt Rosenbledt, James M., 2Lt 

E Fisher, Theodore M., S/Sgt Scarberry, Harold W., Sgt 

R Reynolds, Frank J., S/Sgt Toole, John F., S/Sgt 

G Richards, Charles M., Cpl Burke, William H., Jr., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64695 A/C No.  43-4079 ñLittle Davidò 

P Stocking, Eugene E., 1Lt Banks, Herbert J., 1Lt 

CP Washburn, Guy M. ñPappyò, 2Lt Kibler, William E. ñKibò, 2Lt 

N Thomas, Robert E., 2Lt None 

B Martin, Wayne R., 2Lt Webb, James A., 2Lt 

E Tollefson, Walter F. K., Cpl Koecher, Robert W., Sgt 

R Bilski, Walter J., S/Sgt Hubert, Leo G., T/Sgt 

G Mitchell, Rennie (NMI), Sgt Bushnell, Jordan L., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.   42-64553 A/C No.  43-27492 ñReddie Teddieò 

P Seavey, George D., 1Lt Martin, William H., Jr., 2Lt 

CP Magne, Henry J. ñJoeò, 2Lt Wakeley, Charles G., III, 2Lt 

N None None 

B McDermott, James W., 2Lt Vieser, Walter N., 2Lt 

E Schwartz, Arthur (NMI), S/Sgt Mabbutt, William T., Sgt 

R Harman, Robert W., T/Sgt Simberg, Alvin L., S/Sgt 

G Grant, James H., S/Sgt Abbondanza, Anthony J., Sgt 

F Holmes, Ora E., Jr., Pvt None 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Mango, Vincent A. "Vince", Sgt, aerial gunner (Mission 9) 

ñTarget:  3 Command posts at Pico Flak:  HIA 13 min.  Combat:  2:35  Bombs:  Frags 

Escorts:  None  Plane # 498 (43-27498 ñShoo-Shoo Baby!ò - later ñLovely Ladyò) 

Crew:  P-Lt. Dean, CP-Lt. Col Remington, B-Lt Spruill, E-Sgt Partee, R-SSG Alpino, G-

Sgt Mango 

Lt Wiginton salvoed bombs when left engine was shot out.  All planes holed. Planes did 

not drop due to weather conditions.ò 

Alpino, Joseph D., S/Sgt, radio-gunner Dean, Ivan E., 2Lt, pilot  

Partee, Watson L., Sgt, engineer-gunner Remington, Peter H., Lt Col, HQ 321
st
 BG 

Spruill, Marvin L., 2Lt, bombardier 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Rogowski, Edmund (NMI) ñButchò, Sgt, gunner:  ñ26
th
 

mission, flew with Wigs, did not drop bombs, multi buku flak, 13 mins, flew single engine 

all the way home.ò 

Wiginton, J. Maurice "Wigs", 2Lt, pilot 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Rogowski, Edmund (NMI) ñButchò, Sgt, gunner:  ñ27
th
 

mission, flew with Maj Sampson, bombed Vallecorsa, wing hit by flak at two places.ò 

Sampson, Raymond D. ñSammyò, Maj, pilot, Commander 

 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 319/mission 318) Group Mission # 279: 

Mission 234 (279) at 06:40 18 ships off to bomb Vallecorsa.  Target was weather 

obscured.  3 planes dropped 24 x 500 bombs on target area at 08:00.  3 planes dropped 

same on Proseddi.  12 planes returned bombs to base.  Bombs dropped on Vallecorsa hit 

on N and S edge of target area.  Bombs on Proseddi fell on S side of town and across 

town.  Weather:  8/10
th
 cover at target.  No flak.  Escort area cover. 

(448
th
 BS did not participate)  Note:  according to the 321

st
 BG ñOps Orderò, no 448

th
 

BS planes/crews participated in the 1
st
 mission.  However, the fact that the 448

th
 BS 

assigned a squadron mission number, and provided a mission summary may indicate that 

it provided unused/unlisted ñSparesò for the mission. 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 320/mission 319) Group Mission # 280:  

Mission 236 (280) at 06:55 25 planes off to bomb C/P near Pico.  Found target cloud 

obscured and returned bombs to base.  Time down 09:59.  Heavy intense and accurate 

flak from target area and from Ceprano, Isoletta and Pastena.  23 planes holed.  1 plane 

hit by flak forced to ditch at 9Ü 25ô E and 41Ü 23ô N, crew seen out of ship dinghy and 

radio dropped.  Series of explosions observed on one of the Canino A/D or one SW of 

Tarquinia.  Weather 4/10
th
 cover. 

 

 

 

 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-30327 (ditched at sea) A/C No.  42-64521 

P Swanson, Erle G. ñSwannyò, Jr., 2Lt Armstrong, Donald R., 1Lt 

CP Connor, John C., Jr., 2Lt Furey, Frank M. ñMickeyò, 2Lt 

N None None 

B Quartuccio, Anthony P., 2Lt Bond, Edward N., 2Lt 

E Carter, Eugene F., Sgt Luton, Howard W., S/Sgt 

R Denny, Joseph C., Sgt Gilpatrick, Jack H., T/Sgt 

G Bishop, William (NMI) ñBillò, Sgt Wolf, Elmer A., S/Sgt 

F Edwards, Clarence C., S/Sgt Harrington, J. J., Sgt 

 A/C No.  41-30548 A/C No.  41-13195 

P Sowder, Tony R., Jr., 2Lt Cottle, Robert J., 2Lt 

CP Bell, Albert R., Maj Amo, Leo W., 2Lt 

N Duncan, George F., 2Lt None 

B Evans, Ivor P., 1Lt McRee, Malcolm B., 1Lt 

E Mauder, Charles J., S/Sgt Hospod, Benjamin (NMI), Sgt 

R Riss, Royal C., T/Sgt Hassenbein, Sam (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Wilkerson, John J., Cpl VanCura, Edward W., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-30125 A/C No.  41-30005 ñThe Duckò 

P Kuykendall, James William ñKukieò, 1Lt Myers, Harold C. ñCaseyò, 2Lt 

CP Bard, John A., 2Lt Carrington, Charles C., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Shaw, Charles W., 2Lt Farris, Stephen C., 2Lt 

E Schaffner, Clarence Donovan, T/Sgt Hajny, Zdenek (NMI), S/Sgt 

R Ernst, David L., S/Sgt Dean, Wilmer J., S/Sgt 

G Slafkes, Milton M., S/Sgt Neuman, Robert A., Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 321/mission 320) Group Mission # 281: 

Mission 235 (281) at 07:00 19 planes off to bomb Vallecorsa.  On reaching Italian Coast 

weather caused formation to return to base.  Time down 09:32. 

 

 A/C No.  43-4076 A/C No.  42-32427 

P Annear, Warren Raymond, 1Lt McCabe, Norman M., 2Lt 

CP Stevens, Ray B., 2Lt Warren, William F., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Petit, Rene P., 1Lt Blume, Wilber T., 2Lt 

E Jackson, Jewel D., PFC Gager, Joseph R., Sgt 

R Clark, Gwyn E., S/Sgt Wilkinson, Robert M., S/Sgt 

G Holt, Charles M., Sgt Bowman, Wilmer E., Sgt 

F None Sommer, Robert F., Sgt 

 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  43-27481 A/C No.  41-13050 

P Dossey, Vernon Curtis, 2Lt Howard, Charles E., 2Lt 

CP Shear, Meyer (NMI), 2Lt Rogers, Harry (NMI), Jr., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Malec, Joseph A., 2Lt Braun, Joseph M., T/Sgt 

E Davis, Jimmie L., S/Sgt Kershaw, Raymond T., S/Sgt 

R Parham, James E., T/Sgt Dilts, Robert E., S/Sgt 

G Everhart, Clifford R., S/Sgt Benton, Thomas H., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  43-27530 ñTwin Engine 

Sadieò 

A/C No.  43-27538 ñDown But Not 

Outò 

P Lonsdorf, Frank L., Jr., 2Lt Hales, Ermine L., 1Lt 

CP Barber, Marshall Hall ñRedò, 2Lt Blackwell, Robert G., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Apple, John A., 2Lt Kukorowski, Albert A., 2Lt 

E Clark, Raymond S., Sgt Hinton, Zane R., PFC 

R Holtzendorf, Henry (NMI), S/Sgt Robertshaw, David F., S/Sgt 

G Dembrowski, Henry J., Sgt Crow, Roscoe J., Pvt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-87455 A/C No.  43-27528 

P VanRaam, Rudolph (NMI), 1Lt Moss, Raymond W., 1Lt 

CP Matthews, Thomas W., 2Lt Cameron, William D. ñBillò, Jr., Maj, 

HQ 321
st
 BG 

N None Olszewski, Henry (NMI), 2Lt 

B McCue, William M., Jr., 1Lt Joyce, Robert W. ñDead-eyeò, 1Lt 

E Chosta, Louis (NMI), S/Sgt Kepford, Francis R., S/Sgt 

R Burr, Harry C., S/Sgt Jacobson, Fred (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Sharpsteen, Robert E., S/Sgt Coleman, Seaton L., S/Sgt 

F France, Charles E., Jr., Sgt None 

 A/C No.  43-27640 A/C No.  43-4027 

P Lyons, John B., 1Lt Verkruysse, Emile D., 2Lt 

CP Ovard, Glen S., 2Lt Olson, Orin E., 2Lt 

N Hickey, William O., 2Lt None 

B Burday, Harry (NMI), 2Lt Bearden, James E., 2Lt  

E Rippel, Nat (NMI), Sgt Weyeneth, Carl H., Sgt 

R Thompson, Arthur R., Jr., S/Sgt Campbell, James R., S/Sgt 

G Bennett, Ross F., S/Sgt Hersh, Bertram (NMI), Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 322/mission 321) Group Mission # 282:    
Mission 232 (282) at 15:40 hours 27 planes off to bomb Vallecorsa, 1 returned early and 

the rest dropped 154 x 500 bombs at 17:00 from 10,500 feet.  All returned at 18:20.  Hits 

scattered thru town with greatest concentration on W side, others thru center and N end.  

Clouds made observation of bombing difficult.  Heavy, scant inaccurate flak at target, 

also some from Terracina, also S of Fondi and vicinity of Castro-di Volaci. 7 planes 

holed.  One large fire seen at San Felice.  5/10
th
 cover of clouds at target.  Escort area 

cover. 

 

 A/C No.  43-27528 A/C No.  43-27481 

P Greene, William A., 1Lt Myers, Harold C. ñCaseyò, 2Lt 

CP Dalbey, Roy R., 1Lt Amo, Leo W., 2Lt 

N Scopp, Richard W., 1Lt None 

B Greene, Louis P., 2Lt Braun, Joseph M., T/Sgt 

E Johnson, Roy C., S/Sgt Hajny, Zdenek (NMI), S/Sgt 

R Gilpatrick, Jack H., T/Sgt Dean, Wilmer J., S/Sgt 

G Wolf, Elmer A., S/Sgt Neuman, Robert A., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  43-4027 A/C No.  42-87455 

P Lonsdorf, Frank L., Jr., 2Lt Riener, William F., 2Lt 

CP Moyer, Emerson C., 2Lt Mitchell, Robert E., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Judy, Philip R., 2Lt Petit, Rene P., 1Lt 

E Clark, Raymond S., Sgt Blasingame, Emory J., Sgt 

R Holtzendorf, Henry (NMI), S/Sgt Kielich, Henry J., S/Sgt 

G Groome, Daingerfield M., Sgt Hutchinson, James (NMI), Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  43-27530 ñTwin Engine 

Sadieò 

A/C No.  42-32427 

P Hoffman, Albert J., 1Lt, HQ 321
st
 BG Verkruysse, Emile D., 2Lt 

CP Brown, Wyndham E., III, 1Lt Reedy, Walter W., 2Lt 

N None None 

B McDonough, Thomas E., Jr., 2Lt Schlenk, Henry O., 2Lt 

E Kepford, Francis R., S/Sgt Weyeneth, Carl H., Sgt 

R Campbell, James R., S/Sgt Bixler, Frederick F., S/Sgt 

G Coleman, Seaton L., S/Sgt Hersh, Bertram (NMI), Sgt 

F White, E. T., Sgt  None 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 323/mission 322) Group Mission # 283: 

Mission 233 (283) at 15:55 26 planes off to bomb C/P of Pico and dropped 2688 x frags 

at 17:15 from 10,000 feet.  All down at 18:40.  Center of target well hit and some bursts 

to E and W of center of target area.  One string across road E of town.  All bombs N of 

Pico.  Heavy, moderate flak from Fondi and heavy moderate accurate flak from Pico.  8 

planes holed.  Weather:  Hazy at target.  Escort area cover. 

 

 A/C No.  41-30005 ñThe Duckò A/C No.  41-30125 

P McCabe, Norman M., 2Lt Annear, Warren Raymond, 1Lt 

CP Warren, William F., 2Lt Stevens, Ray B., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Young, Robert B., 2Lt Farris, Stephen C., 2Lt 

E Gager, Joseph R., Sgt Jackson, Jewel D., PFC 

R Wilkinson, Robert M., S/Sgt Clark, Gwyn E., S/Sgt 

G Bowman, Wilmer E., Sgt Holt, Charles M., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  43-4076 A/C No.  41-13050 

P Dossey, Vernon Curtis, 2Lt Cottle, Robert J., 2Lt 

CP Matthews, Thomas W., 2Lt Carrington, Charles C., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Malec, Joseph A., 2Lt Bearden, James E., 2Lt 

E Davis, Jimmie L., S/Sgt Hospod, Benjamin (NMI), Sgt 

R Parham, James E., T/Sgt Hassenbein, Sam (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Everhart, Clifford R., S/Sgt VanCura, Edward W., S/Sgt 

F None France, Charles E., Jr., S/Sgt 

 A/C No.  41-13195 A/C No.  43-27640 

P Howard, Charles E., 2Lt Lyons, John B., 1Lt 

CP Shear, Meyer (NMI), 2Lt Ovard, Glen S., 2Lt 

N None Hickey, William O., 2Lt 

B Carr, Randal C., Cpl Burday, Harry (NMI), 2Lt 

E Kershaw, Raymond T., S/Sgt Rippel, Nat (NMI), Sgt 

R Dilts, Robert E., S/Sgt Thompson, Arthur R., Jr., S/Sgt 

G Benton, Thomas H., Sgt Bennett, Ross F., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  43-27652 ñOut of Boundsò  

P VanRaam, Rudolph (NMI), 1Lt  

CP Hicks, John T., 1Lt  

N Olszewski, Henry (NMI), 2Lt  

B McCue, William M., Jr., 1Lt  

E Chosta, Louis (NMI), S/Sgt  

R Burr, Harry C., S/Sgt  

G Sharpsteen, Robert E., S/Sgt  

F None  

 



 

Friday, 12 May 1944 (continued) 
 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  Special Accounts:  On May 12
th
 while on a mission over a 

command post at Pico, Italy, Lieutenantsô Swansonôs plane was hit by flak over the target 

before dropping his bombs.  A direct hit was scored in the right wing and on the right 

engine.  As his hydraulic lines were severed, his wheels dropped and his bomb-bay doors 

remained open.  He left the formation in order to salvo his bombs but succeeded in 

releasing only six of them.  Meanwhile gasoline from a severed gas line sprayed into the 

plane.  After leaving the Italian Coast he found it necessary to feather one engine.  The 

plane was rapidly losing altitude and the crew lightened the shop by throwing over-board 

all moveable equipment.  Due to the gasoline leak the planeôs right engine began to 

sputter and finally died.  Realizing that he could not make the home base Lieutenant 

Swanson decided to ditch his plane about 12 miles off the coast of Corsica.  He made an 

expert landing in the sea and during the two and one half minutes that the plane remained 

afloat all crew members succeeded in escaping into the life rafts.  Several minor injuries 

were incurred in the landing.  Members of Lieutenants Swansonôs crew were:  Lt. 

Connor, Co-Pilot, Lt. Quartuccio, Sgt. Carter, Engineer, Sgt. Bishop, gunner, Sgt. Denny, 

Radio Gunner and Sgt. Edwards, Photographer. 

Bishop, William (NMI) ñBillò, Sgt, gunner Carter, Eugene F., Sgt, engineer-gunner 

Connor, John C., Jr., 2Lt, pilot  Denney, Joseph C., Sgt, radio-gunner 

Edwards, Jessie R., Pvt, photographer Quartuccio, Anthony P., 2Lt, bombardier 

Swanson, Erle G. ñSwannyò, Jr., 2Lt, pilot 

 

 After rescue by ASR the crew was taken to Bastia aboard a PT boat and spent the 

next 24 hours in a hospital.  The next day they returned to their home base.  

 

 



 

Saturday, 13 May 1944 
 

USAAF Chronology:  MTO Tactical Operations (12
th

 AF):   

  In Ital y, medium, light and fighter-bombers continue to attack lines of 

communications but devote the main effort to support of the Allied ground forces push 

against the Gustav Line (French Expeditionary Force with US Fifth Army gains a 

spectacular breakthrough by a fierce assault); A-20s hit a command post; B-26s damage 

Cortona, Certaldo, Signa and Montepescali bridges; B-25s blast towns in the rear of the 

battleline with good results at Pastena, Pico, Vallecorsa and Itri; and fighter-bombers 

carry out armed reconnaissance and scheduled attacks against communications, road and 

rail traffic and gun positions along the immediate battleline and in areas around Esperia, 

Pico, Sant' Oliva, Pignataro Interamna, Arce, Fondi, Perugia, Todi, Spoleto, Terni, 

Orvieto, Chiusi, Rieti and N of Rome. 
 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   Despite the fact that we were stood down for most of the day, 

three missions totaling fifty-eight sorties, were flown and considerable damage done 

particularly to roads in Vallecorsa and Itri.  The Itri tunnel mouth was missed but the 

tracks were cut in several places.  (Note: missions are in time sequence) 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary (Ops Order 324/mission 323) Group Mission # 284: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

321
st
 BG Mission No 284 Date: 13 May 44 No A/C completing mission:  19 

Squadrons:   445-0  446-9   447-0  448-10 

Target:  ñHitler Townò (Itri ï M-6199).  

Time OFF:  1545  T.O.T.:   1701  Time Down:   1830 

19 A/C took off to bomb ñHitler Townò.  (Itri ï M-6199)  RESULTS:  Entire northern 

section of town, including road systems and junctions reported well covered.  A few 

several hundred yards short and a few over.  OPPOSITION ENCOUNTERED:  Flak: 

Heavy, scattered, inaccurate from vicinity of target.  PLANES LOST: None.  PLANES 

HOLED: 1.  (Final Report not available) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 


