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12
th

 Air Force, 57
th

 Bombardment Wing (M)  

321
st
 Bombardment Group (M)  

History:  June 1943 
 

The following is a compilation of the 321
st
 Bomb Groupôs Headquarters and individual 

Squadron War Diaries.  They have been transcribed word for word, from the Squadron 

Histories provided by the Air Force Historical Research Agency (AFHRA), Maxwell Air 

Force Base Alabama.  At the end of each Squadronôs daily entry, the individuals cited in 

the entry are identified by full name, rank and duty, in alphabetical order.  The dayôs 

entry begins with the Tactical Operations Statement, from the United States Army Air 

Forces (USAAF) Chronology, for the Mediterranean Theater of Operations (MTO).  The 

history also includes mission reports, mission crew rosters, Missing Air Crew Reports 

(MACR), personal mission logs, journals, and diaries made available by various sources. 

 

 

Invitation 

 

Anyone who has documentation pertaining to the 321
st
 Bomb Group or its members, and 

would like to have it included in this history, is welcome to participate.  Copies of:  

photos (official or personal); orders (promotion, decoration, travel, etc.); Mission 

Reports; Missing Air Crew Reports; personal diaries, logs, journals, etc; other 

documentation; or information that will help identify hi-lited individuals will be greatly 

appreciated, as one of my goals is to correctly identify every man and plane assigned to 

the 321
st
 Bomb Group. 

 

My only interest in this project is to honor those who served by perpetuating their story, 

and making it available for future generations, particularly the families and friends of 

our Great Heroes.  If you are interested in helping, or if I may be of assistance in finding 

information about your 321
st
 BG Hero, please contact me at:  Lil -Butch@nc.rr.com      

 

 

Special Thanks to Very Special Folks 
 

Agostino Alberti:  Professor - historian (Soncino, Italy) 

Michele Becchi:  aviation history - archaeologist (Reggio Emilia, Italy) 

Jack Brellenthin, great nephew of:  Harold Ray Brellenthin, 2Lt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Cecile Burandt, daughter of:  Charles Lawson ñChuckò Burandt, Capt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Sally Brown, daughter of:  Barnard H. Seegmiller, Sgt, armament, 445
th
 BS 

Dave Charville, grandson of:  Leighton Daniel ñDannyò Charville, 1Lt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

Barbara Connolly, daughter of:  Edward Charles ñSalvoò Ennis, T/Sgt, radar-radio-

gunner, 447
th
 BS 

1Lt Robert S. Crouse:  pilot, 379BS  

Ralph ñMonguseò Gimenez:  Software Architect, IL2-FB Skinner 

Bob Haney, son of:  Vincent M. Haney, M/Sgt, flight engineer, 341
st
 BG 

Ed Haney, cousin of:  Gale Monroe Dickson, Capt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 
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Special Thanks to Very Special Folks (continued) 
 

Jim Hawkins, son of:  Frank B. ñPanchoò Hawkins, 2Lt, pilot, 381
st
 BS 

John Hughes, son of:  John Jerome ñJackò Hughes, 1Lt, bombardier, 446
th
 BS 

Patti Johnson:  genealogist, proofer, and family friend of:  James Raymond Orechia, 

T/Sgt, radio-gunner, 446
th
 BS 

Don Kaiser, son of:  Quentin C. Kaiser, T/Sgt, radio-gunner, 489
th
 BS 

John Lanza, nephew of:  William A. Lanza, Sgt, gunner, 446
th
 BS 

Stephanie Lile, daughter of:  Keith B. Lile, S/Sgt, gunner, 445
th
 BS 

1
st
 Lt Joseph A. Malec: bombardier, 448

th
 BS and friend of:  Vernon Curtis Dossey, Capt, 

pilot, 448
th
 BS 

Vince Mango, son of:  Vincent A. ñVinceò Mango, S/Sgt, aerial gunner, 447
th
 BS 

John J. McCarthy:  Sgt, engineer-gunner, bombardier, 447
th
 BS 

Lorraine McRae, daughter of:  James Arrington McRae, 1Lt, bombardier, 446
th
 BS 

T/Sgt Rocco F. ñRockyò Milano & daughter Peggy Chatham:  Crew Chief of Peg O' My 

Heart, Lil Butch, and Haulin' Ass, 446
th
 BS 

Bob Ritger, nephew of:  Frederic Charles Ritger, 1Lt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Irving J. Schaffer:  T/Sgt, radio-gunner, photographer, 448
th
 BS 

1
st
 Lt Frederick H. Smith:  pilot, 447

th
 BS 

Marsha Gurnee Suszan, daughter of: Clarence E. ñShineò Gurnee, S/Sgt, gunner, 

448
th
BS 

Dominique Taddei:  author, U.S.S. Corsica (Corsica) 

S/Sgt George B. Underwood:   gunner, 381
st
 BS 

David Waldrip, nephew of:  Robert Laseter Waldrip, T/Sgt, radio-gunner, 447
th
 BS 

Vinny J. White, son of:  Joseph P. White, T/Sgt, radio-gunner, 381
st
 BS 

S/Sgt, Harry (NMI) Yoa:  engineer-gunner, 445
th
 BS 

 

Crew lists 
 

 Aircraft information - serial #, name, etc Sometimes used 

P Pilot Bomb/Nav Bombardier-Navigator 

CP Co-pilot BN Bombardier-Navigator 

N Navigator EG Engineer-gunner 

B Bombardier RG Radio-gunner 

E Engineer-gunner TG Turret gunner 

R Radio-gunner AG Aerial gunner 

G Gunner PH Photographer 

F Photographer AP Aerial photographer 

CL Cannon Loader (on B-25G) CC Crew Chief 

O Observer    

 



Acronyms & Abbreviations 

 
A/C:  Aircraft M/G:  Machine Gun 

A/D:  Aerodrome MIA:   Missing In Action 

AE:  Aerial Engineer M/T:  Motor Transport (Truck) 

A/F:   Air Field, also Anti-Flak MTB:   Motor Torpedo Boat 

AA or AAA :  Anti-Aircraft (Artillery) M/V:  Military Vessel, Maritime Vessel  

abs: absent M/Y:  Marshalling Yards 

AGL :  Above Ground Level MC:  Maintenance Crew 

ALO:  Allied Liaison Officer  NARA:   National Archives and Records 

Administration 

ALW:  Alive and Well NASAF: Northwest African Strategic Air 

Force 

AMGOT: Allied Military Government for 

Occupied Territories 

NATC - Northwest African Training 

Command 

A.R.C.: American Red Cross NATOUSA: North Atlantic Theater of 

Operations USA  

ASC:  Air Support Command Nav:  Navigator 

ASN:  Army Serial Number (personnel) N.B.S.:  National Bureau of Standards 

Assg:  Assigned NC:  Nurse Corps. 

ASV:  Anti-Surface Vessel (radar) NCO:  Non-Commissioned Officer 

ATA:   Actual Time of Arrival Nickels:  propaganda Leaflets 

ATC:   Air Transportation Command (NMI):  No Middle Initial 

ATS:  Air Transport Service - also Army 

Telegraph Service 

NOK:  Next Of Kin 

Azon:  Azimuth only (guided bomb) NRO:  National Reconnaissance Office 

BC:  Bomber Command  OAF:   Occupation Air Forces 

BIC:   Bruised in Crash OD:  Officer of the day, also Olive Drab 

Bmb:  Bombardier OLC:   Oak Leaf Cluster 

Bn:  Battalion OTU:  Operational Training Unit 

B.R.L.:  Ballistic Research Laboratory PAX:  Passengers 

BSM:  Bomb System Maintenance PDI:  Pilot Direction Indicator 

CA: Heavy Cruiser POE:  Point of Embarkation 

CAVU:  Ceiling and Visibility Unlimited POW:  Prisoner of War (also PW) 

C.B.I.:  China-Burma-India Theater PRO-Kit : Individual Chemical 

Prophylactic packet 

C/D:  Coastal Defense PW:  Prisoner of War (also POW) 

CE: Circular Error  PWB: Psychological Warfare Branch 

CEP:  Circular Error Probable PX:  Post Exchange 

Chaff (US term): Radar countermeasure: 

tiny strips of aluminum, metalized glass 

fiber, or plastic.  See Window 

QBB:  Base of cloud 

CL:  Cannon Loader QDM:   Course to steer 

CO:  Commanding Officer QM:  Quarter Master 

CG:  Commanding General R/B:  Road Bridge 

CP:  Command Post RC:  Red Cross 



CQ: Charge of Quarters R/J:  Road Junction 

C/S:  Call Sign R/Y:  Railroad Yards 

CWS: Chemical Warfare Service Repl:  Replacement 

D/H:  Direct Hit RMC :  Returned to Military Control 

DD:  Destroyer RON:  Remain OverNight 

DED:  Declared Dead - no body or remains 

found 

RR/B:  Railroad Bridge 

Demo:  Demolition RR/J:  Railroad Junction 

DL:  Dead List RR:  Railroad    

DNB:  Died Non-Battle / Died Not-Battle RTD:  Returned To Duty 

DOW:  Died Of Wounds. R/V:  Rendezvous  

DOWRIA:  Died of Wounds Received in 

Action 

S-1:  Administration 

DS:  Detached Service S-2:  Intelligence 

E/A:  Enemy Aircraft S-3:  Operations 

E/F:  Enemy Fighter S-4:  Supply 

EM or E/M:   Enlisted Men SAP:  Semi-Armor Piercing 

ETA:   Estimated Time of Arrival SD:  Special Duty 

ETIR:   Estimated Time In Route S/E:  Single Engine (plane) 

EUS:  Evacuated to the United States S.E.:  Special Equipment (Shoran) 

E/V:   Enemy Vessel S/F:  Siebel Ferry 

F Boat:  Flying Boat sk: sick 

F/L: Formation Leader - also Flight Leader S/M: Submarine 

FO or F/O:  Flying Officer SO:  Special Order 

FOD:  Finding Of Death SOI:  Standard Operating Instructions? 

Frag:  Fragmentation S/P: Sea Plane 

F.S.:  Flight Section Sq:  Squadron 

GLO:  Ground Liaison Officer (UK) Sqdn:  Squadron 

GO:  General Order SWA: Seriously Wounded in Action 

GP:  General Purpose/Gun Position T/A:  Target Area 

GTC: General Time Convention (railroad) T/C:   Troop Concentration 

HE:  High Explosive T/E:  Twin Engine (plane) 

IAS:   Indicated Air Speed TAC:  Theater Allied Command 

I & E:  Information & Education TBF:  Tactical Bomber Force 

I.F.F.:  Identification, Friend or Foe TD:  Temporary Duty 

(i. o.):  Initials Only (initial is the name) TDY:  Temporary Duty 

IP:  Initial Point TLC:  Tactical Landing Craft 

KNB:   Killed Not Battle TO:  Take-Off (time), also Technical 

Order, and Transportation Officer 

KIA:  Killed In Action T/O:  Table of  Organization 

L/A:  Landing Area TOT : Time Over Target/Time On Target 

LC:  Landing Craft Trfd:  Transferred 

L/G:   Landing Ground TWX:   Teletypewriter Message 

Lox:  Liquid Oxygen u/i:  Unidentified, also unit of issue 

L/S:  Landing Strip UNRRA:  United Nations Relief and 

Rehabilitation Administration 



L/V:   Large Vehicle Very Pistol or Verey Pistol:  Flare gun 

LST:  Landing Ship Tank VOCO:  Verbal Order of the Commanding 

Officer 

Ltr:  Letter WC:  Water closet 

LWA:  Lightly Wounded in Action  W.O.:  Warrant Officer 

MACR:   Missing Air Crew Report WIA:  Wounded In Action 

MATS:  Military Air Transport Service Window (British term): Radar 

countermeasure: tiny strips of aluminum, 

metalized glass fiber, or plastic. See Chaff 

 WP:  White Phosphorus (bombs) 

 WT, W/T:   Watch Tower 

 XC:   Cross Country 

 ZI:  Zone of Interior (U.S.A.) 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Tuesday, 1 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):   No Entry 

 

   WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):     In the 

Mediterranean, an attack by Wellingtons against Pantelleria Island during the night of 31 

May/l Jun is followed by Northwest African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) P-38's and B-

17's while Northwest Tactical Air Force (NATAF) P-40's attack gun positions on the 

island during the day.   

 

  In Italy , NASAF P-40's strafe seaplane base on Stagnone Island and 

P-38's bomb the railroad near Balesrate.  In Sardinia, P-38's, B-26's, and B-25's, bomb 

Porto Torres harbor, Porto Ponte Romano and Olbia harbor.  HQ 47th Bombardment 

Group (Light) and its 84
th
, 85

th
, 86

th
 and 97

th
 Bombardment Squadrons (Light) transfer 

from Souk-el-Arba, Tunisia to Soliman, Tunisia with A-20's.  HQ 319
th
 Bombardment 

Group (Medium) and its 437
th
, 438

th
, 439

th
 and 440

th
 Bombardment Squadrons (Medium) 

transfer from Rabat Sale, French Morocco to Sedrata, Algeria with B-26's.  HQ 321
st
 

Bombardment Group (Medium) and its 445
th
, 446

th
, 447

th
 and 448

th
 Bombardment 

Squadrons (Medium) transfers from Ain MôLila, Algeria to Souk-el-Arba, Tunisia with 

B-25's.  During Jun 43, the 14
th
 and 53

rd
 Troop Carrier Squadrons, 61

st
 Troop Carrier 

Group, transfer from Lourmel, Algeria to Kairouan, Tunisia with C-47's. 

 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   No Entry. 

  

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   Except for a few of the men who acted as guards in the convoy to 

Souk el Arba, the entire Squadron personnel was moved by air to the new base.  This 

evening the Squadron area was set up including the mess hall. 

 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  Squadron moved to Souk El Arba. 

 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  Our move to Souk el Arba was begun this morning.  The motor 

convoy got started early.  The rest of the personnel and equipment was moved by military 

aircraft.  Our squadron planes shuttled back and forth between Ain MôLila and Souk el 

Arba until everyone and everything had been transported to the new base.  The motor 

convoy arrived at the new base about dark.  Thus the entire move was made in one day.  

Our new camp site is in the middle of a dusty plain.  There are wheat fields all around us.  

The squadron planes are parked in revetments which were cut in a wheat field by 

bulldozers.  We are about one mile from the town of Souk el Arba. 

 

 



Tuesday, 1 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  McDuff, Daniel R. ñRuff Stuffò, 1Lt, pilot: 

ñOn June 1
st
 I did a lot of work.  We moved from Ain MôLila to Souk el Arba, and beside 

an hour flight before we started, I made 2½ round trips.  We hated to move.  At Ain 

MôLila we were camped on grass---here we are in the big middle of what used to be a 

wheat field. éand there is nothing on earth any hotter in the summer time than a wheat 

field...!ò 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt, radio-gunner:   

ñTue. June 1, 1943 

 Had to get up at 3:30 this morning - had to march to the line with bags and it was 

plenty hot.  Arrived at our new base, Souk El Arba at four oôclock and this is the 

damndest hole Iôve ever been in.  Our field is in the middle of a wheat field, and the town 

weôre near is shot to hell.  Hardly a building standing that doesnôt have bullet holes in it.  

The whole squadron moved by air.  Weôre only thirty miles from the Mediterranean.ò  

 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry 



Wednesday, 2 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):   HQ 324
th
 Fighter 

Group and its 315
th
 and 316

th
 Fighter Squadrons with P-40's transfer from an unknown 

location in Tunisia to Kairouan, Tunisia. 

 

   WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):     During 

the night of 1/2 Jun, Wellingtons of Northwest African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) hit 

Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean and drop pamphlets on Naples, Italy. Fighters and 

medium bombers hit Pantelleria during the following morning and afternoon. P-38's 

attack the airfield at Milo, Sicily while P-40's strafe targets of opportunity in Sardinia.  

HQ 12
th
 Bombardment Group (Medium) and its 81

st
, 82

nd
 and 434

th
 Bombardment 

Squadrons (Medium) with B-25's and HQ 340
th
 Bombardment Group (Medium) transfer 

from Sfax, Tunisia to Hergla, Tunisia. 

 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   The 321

st
 Bombardment Group took leave of Ain MôLila, 

Algeria on the last day of May and the first and second days of June, 1943, for our new 

base at Souk-El-Arba, Tunisia; a base recently vacated by an A-20 Group.  The first few 

days at this base were spent in getting properly organized and settled, in preparation for 

large and important missions against the enemy. 

 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   The remaining equipment from Ain MôLila was brought up to 

Souk el Arba today.  An old Arab farmhouse that sits at the edge of our dispersal area 

was selected by Capt. Nickerson to be our Intelligence, Operations, Tech Supply, 

Statistical, Engineering and Parachute office.  Under the supervision of Capt. Nickerson, 

the enlisted men of these departments cleaned out the old building, burned the floors off 

with gasoline and patched the roof.  This afternoon the building was occupied by these 

various departments and they were ready to work.  This evening we were notified that we 

had to move across the road.  Thirty minutes later, tents began to spring up three-quarters 

of a mile from our old area in a wheat field which is to be our new area.  Then men 

looked like Arabs coming back from market day streaming across the field, barracks 

bags, cots, bed clothes and all their equipment slung all over them.  One group of men 

who possessed a few extra francs hired an Arab and his horse and cart to move their 

equipment to the new area.  By dark the tents were set up and the men were ready and 

willing to go to bed in spite of the fact that they were all aggravated by the latest move 

after they were already set up once.  But they will be all right by morning. 

Nickerson, James E. "Nick", Capt, intelligence 

 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  Setting up a camp. 

 

 



Wednesday, 2 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  Most of the day was spent in getting our new camp into shape.  Lt. 

Gale has taken over the management of the mess and the men have all agreed to pay a 

little extra each month so that fresh vegetables and meat may be served occasionally. 

Gale, Myron, 1Lt,, Executive 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt, radio-gunner:   

ñWed. June 2, 1943 

 No missions today because weôve been busy unpacking & getting ready.  This is 

one hot place & flies & mosquitoes are terrible.  Went to town and had a bath.ò 

 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry 



Thursday, 3 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):   No Entry 

 

   WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):  Fighters, 

light and medium bombers of the Northwest African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) and 

Northwest Tactical Air Force NATAF) attack defended positions on Pantelleria Island in 

the Mediterranean following a raid on the town area and docks by Wellingtons during the 

night of 2/3 Jun.  HQ 14
th
 Fighter Group and its 48

th
 and 49

th
 Fighter Squadrons with P-

38's transfer from Telergma, Algeria to El Bathan, Tunisia.  HQ 86
th
 Bombardment 

Group (Dive) and its 309
th
 Bombardment Squadron (Dive) transfer with A-36's from La 

Senia, Algeria to Marnia, French Morocco.  HQ 325
th
 Fighter Group and its 317

th
 and 

318
th
 Fighter Squadrons transfer with P-40's from Montesquieu, Algeria to Souk-el-

Khemis, Tunisia.  The 83
rd

 Bombardment Squadron (Medium), 12
th
 Bombardment Group 

(Medium) transfers with B-25's from Sfax, Tunisia to Hergla, Tunisia.  The 154
th
 

Reconnaissance Squadron (Fighter), 68
th
 Reconnaissance Group transfers with P-38/F-5s 

from Korba, Tunisia to Nouvion, Algeria.  The 486
th
, 487

th
, 488

th
 and 489

th
 

Bombardment Squadrons (Medium), 340
th
 Bombardment Group (Medium) transfer with 

B-25's from Sfax, Tunisia to Hergla, Tunisia. 

 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   No Entry. 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   No mission today.  This morning two loads of crushed rock were 

hauled from an English quarry to the new Operations and Intelligence building where it 

was spread on the floor to keep down the dust.  In addition to this, two large grass mats 

were laid on the floor, the walls were painted half way to the roof and bombs were 

painted on the wall for each Squadron mission.  Below this was painted three ships which 

had been sunk by the Squadron and 10 enemy aircraft shot by our gunners.   In two days 

time the building had been converted from a filthy Arab house to the coolest, cleanest and 

most attractive office in the whole Group thanks to the foresight of Captain Nickerson.  

The men who did the work are very proud of their accomplishment. 

Nickerson, James E. "Nick", Capt, intelligence 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  Setting up a camp. 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  A squadron truck was sent to the beach at Tabarka today.  This 

truck will be sent daily so that the men who have the day off may spend it at the beach.  

In the mountains between here and the beach is the resort town of Ain Draham where 

there are a number of hotels which serve fairly good meals.  The squadron truck usually 

stops at one of these places on the way home and the men are able to have a meal out.  

Our first replacement crew came in today.  They brought a plane with them.  Lt. Spingler 

was the pilot. 

Spingler, Richard H. ñDickò, 2Lt, pilot 



Thursday, 3 June 1943 
 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt, radio-gunner:   

ñThur. June 3, 1943 

 No operations today but I did go out and work on my ship; cleaning it up, etc.  It 

was hotter than hell today.  Mosquitoes and flies are terrible.ò 

 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry 



Friday, 4 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):      
 

  In Italy,  B-24's attack Grottaglie Airfield, leaving hangars and other 

building in flames. B-24 gunners claim 3 fighters shot down. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):    During 

the night of 3/4 Jun, Northwest African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) Wellingtons bomb 

Syracuse, Sicily; Catanzaro, Italy; and Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean, which is 

also hit on the following day by fighters, light, medium, and heavy bombers, of NASAF 

and the Northwest Tactical Air Force (NATAF).  HQ 27
th
 Bombardment Group (Light) 

and its 17
th
 and 91

st
 Bombardment Squadrons (Light) transfer with A-36's from Ras el 

Ma, French Morocco to Korba, Tunisia. The 319
th
 Fighter Squadron, 325

th
 Fighter Group 

transfers with P-40's from Montesquieu, Algeria to Souk-el-Khemis, Tunisia.  The 346
th
 

Fighter Squadron, 350
th
 Fighter Group based at Maison Blanche, Algeria begins 

operating its P-39's from Monastir, Tunisia. 

 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   No Entry. 

 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   No mission again today.  The field here which is situated in a dry, 

hot and dusty valley is located between two high mountain ranges.  The flies here are 

terrible and the water situation for drinking and bathing is rather acute.  The men in order 

to take a bath go in to the town of Souk el Arba and take a steam bath in a barber shop 

which has been set aside for the Allied forces in the Souk el Arba area.  Everyone 

appreciates these baths but they would give anything in the world for a good old 

American shower. 

 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  Setting up a camp. 

 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  Usual garrison duties. 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt, radio-gunner:   

ñFri. June 4, 1943 

 Same ole thing - straightening out and getting set up.ò 

 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry 

 



Saturday, 5 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):   During the early 

morning, Royal Air Force (RAF) heavy bombers, under operational control of the IX 

Bomber Command, attack the harbor at Catania, Sicily. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):    During 

the night of 4/5 Jun, Wellingtons hit docks and town area of Pantelleria Island in the 

Mediterranean. On 5 Jun, B-25's and P-38's extend the attack on the island, hitting mainly 

gun positions. B-17's hit the harbor and shipping at La Spezia, Italy.   

 

  In Sardinia, B-26's bomb Porto Ponte Romano while P-38's hit 

airfields at Monserrato and Capoterra. "A" Flight of the 15
th
 Photographic Squadron 

(Heavy), 3
rd

 Photographic Reconnaissance and Mapping Group transfers with B-17's and 

F-5's from Algiers, Algeria to Le Kroub, Algeria.  "B" and "C" Flights of the squadron 

are still in the US. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   The sixty-third mission took off at 1530 on June 5, 1943, 

with 18 planes to bomb the gun-positions named ñsixò and ñsevenò at Pantelleria.  No 

planes returned early.  We dropped 50 thousand-pound bombs with .1 and .025 fusing 

from an altitude of 8,500 to 10,000 feet at 1650.  The gun-emplacements were hit, 

although some bombs fell short and several fell beyond the targets.  The guns were not 

firing at the time of the attack.  There was no escort.  Flight Leaders were Capt. Griffith 

and Lieut. Bradley.  Observers were Maj. Pemberton and Capt. Blake.  Photographs were 

taken on this mission. 

Blake, G., Capt, HQ 47th BW 

Bradley, James L. "Jungle Jim", Jr., 1Lt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Griffith, Frank J. "Grif", Capt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Pemberton, Francis R., Maj, intelligence, HQ 321
st
 BG 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary: (Ops Order 51/mission 50) Group Mission # 63: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 63, 5 June 1943 

1. 321
st
 Bombardment Group (M) AAF 

 

2. At  1530       18___    _B-25s__  took off to bomb_ gun positions 6 & 7 at Pantelleria.   

            Time   No. A/C    Type A/C               Mission         Target                       Target 

_None__ returned early.  __18___  dropped _50x1000_lb. 1/10 & .025/fused bombs  

No. A/C                           No. A/C                 No. & Type 

from 8500-10000ô at 1650.  __18___ returned at 1425.  

                 Alt.           Time   No. A/C                   Time 

                                          

3. Gun emplacements Nos. 6 & 7 hit.  Some bombs fell long and several fell short.  

Guns were not firing at time of bombing.  No escort. 



Saturday, 5 June 1943 (continued) 
4. Air  - None. 

Marine - None. 

Flak - Heavy moderate, inaccurate over target. 

 

5. Enroute ï Scattered clouds at 6000 ft. 2/10 coverage. 

Target ï CAVU. 

Return ï CAVU. 

 

6. None. 

Route over field at 6000 ft. at 1605.  Started climbing on leaving Cape Bon Peninsula  

reaching 1000 ft. over target.  Some ships bombed at 10000 ft., rest stepped down 

between 10000 ft. and 8500 ft.  Left target in a gradual diving right turn, returned 

on course at 4000 ft.  

Flight leaders ï Capt. Griffith and Lt. Bradley. 

Observers ï Major Pemberton and Capt. Blake. 

Photos taken. 

Number of sorties this date 18.    FRANCIS R. PEMBERTON, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Intelligence Officer 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   No Mission today. 

 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 51/mission 50) Group Mission # 63: 

(445
th
 BS did not participate) 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  Setting up a camp.  

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 51/mission 50) Group Mission # 63: Group 

mission 50, Sqdn 42 composed of 12 planes led by Lt. Griffith, who led the Group with 

Major Schwane as co-pilot.  The target was Pantelleria gun emplacements.  Target well 

covered and flak was intense, heavy, but inaccurate. 

 

 A/C No.  42-64526 ñPatchesò (flight 

leader) 
A/C No.  41-13208 

P Griffith, Frank J. ñGrifò, Capt Hileman, Donald L. ñBuckò, 2Lt 

CP Schwane, Henry H. ñHankò, Maj, 

Commander 

Carlisle, Howard L., 1Lt 

N Caldwell, Herman B., Jr., 1Lt None 

B Marek, Joseph Rudolph, 2Lt Beyer, William J., 2Lt 

E Mitchell, Lance M., S/Sgt McNair, Luddie L., S/Sgt 

R None listed ï likely Haley, Woodrow H., 

S/Sgt 

Chappell, Jack F., T/Sgt 

G Dykes, Billy (NMI), S/Sgt Pyle, Joseph W., S/Sgt 

F Blake, G., Capt, HQ 47
th
 Wing 

(observer) 

None 



Saturday, 5 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 A/C No.  41-29771 A/C No.  42-32432 ñHellôs Angelò 

(flight leader) 

P VanArtsdalen, Charles M., 1Lt Bradley, James L. ñJungle Jimò, Jr., 1Lt 

CP Conner, Clarence H., 2Lt Wright, Theodore O., 2Lt 

N None Davis, Sterling (NMI), 2Lt 

B Harris, Posey T., 2Lt Anzalone, Benjamin W., 2Lt 

E Mencher, Fred S., S/Sgt None listed ï Likely Rockafellow, Alfred 

A., S/Sgt 

R Friscia, Frank J., Jr., T/Sgt Sheldon, Victor W., T/Sgt 

G Haresign, James M., S/Sgt None listed - Likely Lovell, Curtis L., 

S/Sgt 

F None Pemberton, Francis R., Maj, HQ 321
st
 

BG 

 A/C No.  42-64511 ñThe Madam 2 of 

St. Joeò 

A/C No.  42-64509 ñArkansas Traveler 

IIò (future ñEnid II, ñNo Peekinôò) 

P Garmon, James M. ñMaxò, 1Lt Browning, Eugene S. ñSquifò, 1Lt 

CP Brooks, LeRoy O., 2Lt Kirk, Robert H., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Manning, Rodney Allen, 2Lt Lantz, Daniel W., S/Sgt 

E None listed ï likely Mercuri, Ralph W., 

S/Sgt 

Sawyer, George D., S/Sgt 

R Foley, Gerald M., T/Sgt Swenson, Stanley C., S/Sgt 

G Wray, Charles E., S/Sgt Miles, Thomas P., S/Sgt 

F Benson, Henry E., S/Sgt Wisnesky, Benjamin H., S/Sgt 

 A/C No.  41-29764 ñMontana Sheep 

Herderò 

A/C No.  41-13197 

P Cosner, Oliver J. ñOllieò, 1Lt Martin, John K. ñKirkò, 1Lt 

CP Boyd, Kenneth E., 2Lt Brown, Aud W., 2Lt 

N None None 

B DeWitt, Joe B., S/Sgt Brown, John Roland, 2Lt 

E Misik, John (NMI), S/Sgt StAntoine, James J., S/Sgt 

R Kreig, Thomas E., T/Sgt Sidlik, Theophil S., T/Sgt 

G Elk, Charles (NMI), S/Sgt Gehrts, Walter F., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29760 ñHonky Tonkò A/C No.  41-12963 ñMissouri Waltzò 

P Orrantia, Gilbert D., 2Lt Chappell, Howard L., 1Lt 

CP Bettinger, Howard P., 2Lt Carr, Philip O., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Schad, Harlan C., 2Lt Chamberlain, Don C., S/Sgt 

E Kemp, Quentin B., S/Sgt Lytle, Logan Lee, S/Sgt 

R Leahy, Richard P. ñDickò, S/Sgt Lazer, Robert E., Sgt 

G South, William R., S/Sgt Edwards, David R., Pvt 

F None None 

 



Saturday, 5 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-13008 A/C No.  41-12928 ñBuzz Wagonò 

P Schmidt, Frederick C. ñFredò, 1Lt Bailey, Harold Merle ñBuzzò, 1Lt 

CP Dains, Thomas E., 2Lt Bleech, John (NMI), 2Lt 

N None None 

B Braucher, David C., 2Lt Vink, Virgil Francis, 2Lt 

E Kovis, Joseph C., S/Sgt Kniffin, George Kenneth, S/Sgt 

R Walsh, Thaddeus, J., S/Sgt Haasch, George F., S/Sgt 

G Hermanson, Ingwal J., S/Sgt Grant, Ronald A., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13200 (spare - returned) 

(only pilot identified ï likely crew is) 
A/C No. 42-64599 ñOld 99 - PLUTO - 

Pee Weeò (spare -returned) (only pilot 

identified ï likely crew is) 

P Axson, Ralph Leonidas, Jr., 2Lt Williams, Wallace (NMI) ñSpikeò, Jr., 

2Lt 

CP Coffey, Noel Francis, 2Lt Morris, Richard Pervis ñBig Moeò, Jr., 

2Lt 

N None None 

B Meehan, James M., 2Lt Brei, Harold G., S/Sgt 

E Ludwig, Elvin C., S/Sgt McKibben, Walter D., Jr., S/Sgt 

R Shields, James A., T/Sgt Sheehan, William F., T/Sgt 

G Mitchell, Edgar V., S/Sgt Zook, Urie H., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13192 (spare - returned) 

(only pilot identified ï likely crew is) 

 

P Porter, Jack Grafton, 2Lt  

CP Tapper, George G., 2Lt  

N None  

B Pillman, Frank W., S/Sgt  

E None  

R Nicholson, John E., T/Sgt  

G Blick, Oliver L., Cpl  

F None  

 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary of:  Williams, Wallace (NMI) ñSpikeò, Jr., 2Lt, pilot:  ñHad a 

couple of missions over Sardinia and then the Group got some replacement planes and 

crews.  I got a brand new green job with some new improvements.  They modified it with 

tail and waist guns and I took it up a couple of times and it was perfect.  She was all 

ready to start work with.  Her number was 99 (42-64599 ñOld 99 - PLUTO - Pee Weeò).  

Reminded me of ñQueens Die Proudly.ò  Kentyôs first Fort was ñole 99ò.  It burned 

through and this one wonôt. 

 

 



Saturday, 5 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 Well, we moved up to Souk el Arba again.  The whole Group.  We could now 

make shorter trips to Sicily, etc.  This was the first of June.  The whole Strategic Air 

Force began work on Pantelleria.  In the next couple of weeks I got about 7 missions over 

there.  At first there was some flak.  But every day as we waited our turn, all types of 

planes came over on the way there.  It was supposedly just an experiment to see what Air 

Force alone could really do.  They did plenty.  The Navy only had to steam in and take off 

some half-dazed prisoners.ò   

 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  Usual garrison duties. 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 51/mission 50) Group Mission # 63: 

(445
th
 BS did not participate) 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Williams, William Thomas, 2Lt, pilot: 

ñFly to La Senia in a B-17 to ferry a B-25 back to Sale.ò 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt, radio-gunner:   

ñSat. June 5, 1943 

 No operations today.  Itôs hot as hell.ò 

 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 51/mission 50) Group Mission # 63: Mission 

39 (63): At 15:30 18 planes off to bomb gun positions 6 and 7 on Pantelleria, dropped 50 

x 1000 bombs at 16:50 from 8500 feet, returning at 18:10.  Gun emplacements hit, some 

bombs fell short.  No E/A observed.  Moderate, heavy, inaccurate flak.  Weather:  

CAVU.   

 

 A/C No.  41-12926 ñHawkeyeò A/C No.  41-29776 

P Cassels, Richard E., 2Lt Isaacson, Clayton M. ñIkeò, 1Lt 

CP Brosnan, Cornelius G., 2Lt Haskell, John D., 2Lt 

N None Hurst, Joseph B., 1Lt 

B Piasecki, Walter Charles, 2Lt Johnson, Robert E., 2Lt 

E Larsen, Fred M., S/Sgt Brisco, Albert S., M/Sgt 

R Swenson, James R., PFC Irby, Marvin J., S/Sgt 

G Ally, George B., S/Sgt Coomes, Eldon W., T/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, 5 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-29769 A/C No.  41-29770 

P Stultz, Raymond B., 1Lt Brandt, Joseph R., 2Lt 

CP Wilt, Richard H., 2Lt Stewart, John C., 1Lt 

N Thomas, Leo A., 2Lt None 

B Ellington, John H., Jr., 1Lt Abrams, Carl V., 2Lt 

E Luedtke, Claron William, T/Sgt Iseldyke, Leroy J., Sgt 

R Mauder, Charles J., Cpl Altus, Irving (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Law, Richard L., M/Sgt Schomaker, John W., S/Sgt 

F None Hobert, Walter W., PFC  

 A/C No.  41-29998 ñLittle Joeò A/C No.  41-12995 ñCharlieôs Auntò 

P Sinclair, Ervin W., Jr., 1Lt Garrett, Thaddeus D., 2Lt 

CP Driver, William J., F/O Fleming, George B., F/O 

N None None 

B Petrich, Raymond George, 2Lt Kruse, Norman L., 2Lt 

E Woodin, Roy A., S/Sgt Holguin, Renato (NMI) ñCiscoò, S/Sgt 

R Spencer, John S., T/Sgt Gebhardt, Ralph J., T/Sgt 

G Cunningham, Burlin C., M/Sgt Lambert, Robert P., Cpl 

F Knapp, Robert Duane, Col, HQ 321
st
 BG 

Commander (observer) 

Lowery, Bruce (NMI) ñField Marshallò, 

M/Sgt, 448
th
 BS 

 

 



Sunday, 6 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):    
 

  In Italy, B-24's strike the harbor areas of Villa San Giovanni and 

Reggio di Calabria, and ferry slips and railroad yards at Messina. B-24 gunners claim 8 

fighters destroyed. B-25's of 2 groups hit Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air For ce):    In the 

Mediterranean, Northwest African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) Wellingtons hit the 

town and docks of Pantelleria Island during the night of 5/6 Jun. The following afternoon, 

Spitfires, P-40's, P-38's, B-26's, A-20's, A-36's, and B-25's of the NASAF and Northwest 

Tactical Air Force (NATAF) continue pounding the island. The Allied air bombardment 

increases and is concentrated on coastal batteries and other gun emplacements as the 

second phase of air offensive against Pantelleria Island starts.  HQ 310
th
 Bombardment 

Group (Medium) and its 379
th
, 380

th
, 381

st
 and 428

th
 Bombardment Squadrons (Medium) 

transfer with B-25's from Berteaux, Algeria to Dar el Koudiat, Tunisia. 

 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   No Entry. 

 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   No mission again today.  The wind and dust up here is terrible. 

 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  Regular combat zone activities. 

 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  Usual garrison duties. 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Williams, William Thomas, 2Lt, pilot: 

ñHop down to Casablanca, a come back to shoot some landings.ò 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt, radio-gunner:   

ñSun. June 6, 1943 

 Went over Pantelleria and dropped one thousand pounders.  Flak was light and 

inaccurate.ò 

 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry 

 

 



Monday, 7 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  B-25's bomb gun 

emplacements at the airfield on Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force) : 
Following a night raid by Wellingtons on Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean, heavy, 

medium and light bombers, and fighters of the Northwest African Strategic Air Force 

(NASAF) and Northwest Tactical Air Force (NATAF) pound the island throughout the 

afternoon.  The 99
th
 Fighter Squadron, XII Air Support Command attached to the 33

rd
 

Fighter Group transfers with P-40's from Oued N'ja, French Morocco to Fardjouna, 

Tunisia. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   Anti-aircraft positions on Pantelleria were the targets for the 

sixty-fourth mission which took off at 1230 on June 7, 1943 with 20 planes.  No planes 

returned early.  They dropped 57 thousand-pounders with .1 and .025 fusing from an 

altitude of 8,500 to 9,500 feet.  The first target was assigned to 6 planes, which released 

17 bombs.  One bomb failed to release.  The target was well-covered; two columns of 

smoke were reported over this particular target area.  Six planes assigned to the second 

position, dropped 18 bombs and while some fell short, there were a good many direct 

hits.  Eight planes were assigned to the third target.  They dropped 22 bombs; one bomb 

was salvoed and one bomb failed to release.  The emplacements were believed to have 

been hit.  Flight leaders were Lieut. Seel, Lieut. Morton and Lieut. Richardson.  Lieut. 

Colvin was an observer. 

Colvin, J. W., Capt, navigator, HQ 47th Wing 

Morton, William H. "Mort", 1Lt, pilot, 447
th
 BS 

Richardson, Robert W. ñBig Richò, 1Lt, pilot 

Seel, Peter B., Jr., 1Lt, pilot, 447
th
 BS 

 

 The sixty-fifth mission had as its target, the same one we had on the previous 

dayôs mission.  Nineteen took off at 1710 on the same day.  No planes returned early.  

They dropped 52 thousand-pounders with .1 and .025 fusing from 8,500 to 9,500 feet.  

Seven planes were assigned to the first target, named Target 4A, and they dropped 19 

bombs of which 2 were salvoed.  The target was well-covered by the majority of the 

bombs, although some bombs fell into the water.  The second target, called Target 6, had 

six planes assigned to it and 18 bombs were dropped.  The string of bombs fell right 

through the target area, with some bursts a little wide and over.  The third target, named 

Target 7, had six planes assigned to it and they released 15 bombs.  Three bombs were 

salvoed after the bomb-run.  There were some hits on the target, but some bombs fell 

short and over.  Two enemy aircraft were seen to be taking off from the airdrome.  Flak 

was heavy, slight and inaccurate.  Flight leaders were Capt. Tipton, Lieut. Cratin and 

Lieut. Bonus.  Capt. Nickerson and Lieut. Colvin flew as observers.  Photographs were 

taken on this mission. 

Bonus, Robert M., 1Lt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 



Monday, 7 June 1943 (continued) 
 

Colvin, J. W., Capt, navigator, HQ 47th Wing 

Cratin, William S., Capt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

Nickerson, James E. "Nick", Capt, intelligence, 445
th
 BS 

Tipton, Richard Pike "Tip", Capt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary: (Ops Order 52/mission 51) Group Mission # 64: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 64, 7 June 1943 

1. 321
st
 Bombardment Group (M) AAF 

 

2. At  1230       20___    _B-25s__  took off to  bomb_ AA positions on Pantelleria.   

            Time   No. A/C    Type A/C                 Mission                   Target 

_None__ returned early.  __20___  dropped _57x1000_lb.  with 1/10 and .025 fusing   

No. A/C                           No. A/C                 No. & Type 

from 8500/9500 at 1346/48.  __20___ returned at 1510.  

              Alt.           Time        No. A/C                   Time 

                                          

3. Target 4A:  6 planes assigned; 17 bombs released; 1 failed to release.  Target well 

covered.  Two columns of smoke seen.  

Target 6:  Six planes assigned; 18 bombs released; none failed to drop.  Some bombs 

short but number of direct hits were made. 

Target 7:  8 planes assigned; 22 bombs released; 1 salvoed.  1 failed to release. Some 

bombs over and some wide.  Area covered with dust; but emplacements believed hit. 

 

4. One transport observed on NE corner of field.  Black smoke seen from town Fields 

appeared cultivated. 

 

Marine ï None. 

 

Flak ï Heavy, moderate, inaccurate with fair amount from harbor area. 

 

5. CAVU for route. 

 

6. Flight leaders---Lts. Seel, Morton, Richardson. 

ObserverðLt. Colvin. 

Route--On course to Mamoura at 1254 at 4000 feet.  Reached coast at 1325 at 9000  

feet.  Bombs dropped 1346 at 8500 feet.  Left turn and down to 5300 feet at 

1352.  Then home. 

Number of sorties flown--20 

Photos taken. 

        FRANCIS R. PEMBERTON, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Intelligence Officer 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 



Monday, 7 June 1943 (continued) 
 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary: (Ops Order 53/mission 52) Group Mission # 65: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 65, 7 June 1943 

1. 321
st
 Bombardment Group (M) AAF 

 

2. At  1710       19___    _B-25s__  took off to  bomb_ AA positions on Pantelleria.   

            Time   No. A/C    Type A/C                 Mission                   Target 

_None__ returned early.  __19___  dropped _52x1000_lb.  with 1/10 and .025 fusing   

No. A/C                           No. A/C                 No. & Type 

from 8300/9500 at 1836/38.  __20___ returned at 1940.  One spare belly landed   

              Alt.           Time        No. A/C                   Time 

enroute near A/D.            

                               

3. Target 4A: 7 planes assigned; 19 bombs released; 2 salvoed.  Target covered by 

majority of bombs.  Some fell in water.  

Target 6:  6 planes assigned; 18 bombs released; none failed to release.  String fell 

through target area.  Some bursts wide and over. 

Target 7:  6 planes assigned; 15 bombs released; 2 salvoed after bomb run.  Some hits 

on target; bombs also fell short and over. 

 

4. Air---Two E/A taking off from A/D.  One large E/A on SE side of A/Dðbelieved  

    blue color. 

Marine-Two M/V 150 feet in harbor.  One narrow trawler each at N-22, S-25, and V- 

    3 on TC-#2-AA-NA.  All anchored. 

FlakïHeavy, slight, inaccurate. 

 

5. CAVU for route. 

 

6. None. 

Flight leaders---Lts. Bonus, Cratin, and Captain Tipton. 

Observers--Captain Nickerson, Lt. Colvin. 

 

Route------At 4000 feet over field 1750.  At Mamoura at 6500 feet at 1824.  Bombs  

dropped at 1836 from 8300 feet.  Left turn and down to 4500 feet and 

home. 

 

Number of sorties flown this date--39 (this is total of missions 64 & 65) 

Photos taken. 

 

        FRANCIS R. PEMBERTON, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Intelligence Officer 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 



Monday, 7 June 1943 (continued) 
 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   (No non-mission information) 

 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 52/mission 51) Group Mission # 64:  
(445

th
 BS did not participate) 

 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 53/mission 52) Group Mission # 65: 19 B-

25ôs (16 of the 445
th
) took off at 17:10 to bomb gun positions on Pantelleria.  The 

formation was led by Lt. Bonus, our Assistant Operations Officer.  54 P-40ôs from the 

325
th
 Fighter Group were our escorts.  The targets were three different batteries to be 

attacked by each flight of the formation.  The other two flights were led by Captain 

Tipton and Lt. Cratin.  48 x1000 lb. demolition bombs were dropped by the 445
th
 from 

8300 to 9500 ft.  Lt. Miller made a crash landing shortly after take off when his oil line 

broke.  Before landing, he managed to salvo his bombs even though he was a very low 

altitude on one good engine and a runaway prop.  There were no casualties.  The targets 

were very well covered with bursts and from 7 to 10 guns were knocked out.  The flak 

was heavy, slight and inaccurate. 

 

 A/C No.  41-29762 ñArkan óDamô Saw 

óco se it isô ñ (read it: ñCozy it is) (flight 

leader) 

A/C No.  42-64575 (flight leader) 

P Tipton, Richard Pike ñTipò, Capt Bonus, Robert M., 1Lt 

CP Who?  per crew list:  Nickerson, James 

E., Capt (not a pilot) ï report says 

observer 

Cook, Bailey C., Maj, Commander 

N Bsharah, Norman (NMI), 2Lt Garrison, Fred H., 2Lt 

B Evans, James H. ñTwo-Gunsò, 2Lt McEnroe, Henry A., 2Lt 

E Finn, Robert F., S/Sgt Laird, Ellsworth A., Jr., 2Lt 

R Chereski, John J., S/Sgt Nicholson, John F., T/Sgt 

G Klocke, Francis J., S/Sgt Bryant, James C., S/Sgt 

F Nickerson, James E., Capt (observer) Lord, Robert O., Jr., 1Lt (observer) 

 A/C No.  42-64516 A/C No.  41-13198 ñMaybelleò 

P Rudolph, Raymond L. ñRudyò, 1Lt Whiteford, Floyd R. ñWhiteyò, 1Lt 

CP Kailer, William Frederick ñBillò, 2Lt Mamerow, George A., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Klunk, Edward F., S/Sgt Eiland, Claude L., 2Lt 

E None listed ï likely Kunis, Theodore C., 

S/Sgt 

Curtis, Alton D., S/Sgt 

R Carson, Donald (NMI), S/Sgt Cirals, Ted (NMI) ñTeddieò, T/Sgt 

G Quintin, Stanley J., Sgt Ewald, Paul E., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 



Monday, 7 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  442-53428 ñThe Wolf IIò A/C No.  41-12924 ñPatriciaò 

P Walker, James O., Jr., 2Lt Clinton, Wayne C., 1Lt 

CP Miller, Gail G., 2Lt Armstrong, Stanley K., 2Lt 

N Wilson, Samuel P., Jr., 2Lt Becker, Virgil C., 2Lt 

B Kazich, Rudolph William, 2Lt Morgan, Robert E., S/Sgt 

E Melhorn, Raymond W., 2Lt Brainard, Walter R., S/Sgt 

R Garner, Argyle R., T/Sgt Curtis, Raymond T., T/Sgt 

G Boyette, Roy E., Pvt Arvo, Nillo Richard, S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-32486 ñCENSOREDò A/C No.  41-13201 ñPoopsieò 

P Kelley, Edward T., 2Lt Kayser, Robert B., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Farrell, Robert A. ñBaldyò, 2Lt Neck, John S., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Czapski, Bernard S., 2Lt Liebl, Ralph Kenneth, 2Lt 

E Merrill, Joseph H., S/Sgt Lambert, Richard L., S/Sgt 

R McIntosh, Kermit S., S/Sgt Gallaher, DeWitt C., T/Sgt 

G Branch, Robert J., S/Sgt Whitmore, Ernest L., S/Sgt 

F Bell, Ernest C., 1Lt None 

 A/C No.  42-64527 ñSycamore 1½ 

Judyò 

A/C No.  42-32434 ñMississippi 

Gambler IIò (flight leader) 

P Olson, Walter N., 2Lt Cratin, William S., 1Lt 

CP Frey, Ernest A., 2Lt Bitner, William H., 2Lt 

N Colvin, J. W., Capt, 1Lt, HQ 47
th
 Wing Anderson, Charles C., 2Lt 

B Czekai, Adolf B., 2Lt Murzyn, Edward (NMI), 2Lt 

E Halpin, John J., Sgt Kilmer, Reid Francis, S/Sgt 

R Townsend, Charles A., S/Sgt Loveless, Lloyd E., T/Sgt 

G Smith, James B., Sgt Bruyneel, Dennis A., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-53373 A/C No.  41-13211 

P Hughes, Clark E., 2Lt McLaughlin, Guy J., Jr., 2Lt 

CP Hartmeister, Joel T., 2Lt Triplett, Walter A., 2Lt 

N Larson, Harold W., 2Lt None 

B Buckingham, Richard P., 1Lt Springer, Richard L., S/Sgt 

E Toy, Joseph R., T/Sgt Conners, Howard J., S/Sgt 

R Eagan, Joseph E., T/Sgt Gregory, John N., T/Sgt 

G Carleo, John J., S/Sgt Binkowski, Stephen J., S/Sgt 

F None Fehr, Robert A. ñBobò, S/Sgt 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Monday, 7 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-13207 ñOh 7ò A/C No.  41-13202 ñIdaho Lassieò 

P OôHarra, Roderick E., 1Lt Grau, Robert B., 1Lt 

CP Goodwin, Norton (NMI), 2Lt Heflin, Norman H. B., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Morse, Arthur E., S/Sgt Flynn, Thomas H., S/Sgt 

E Martine, William E., S/Sgt Kerbow, Joseph E., S/Sgt 

R Hendricks, Harold L., T/Sgt Choka, Andrew J., S/Sgt 

G Herbert, Richard J., S/Sgt Boris, Michael (NMI), S/Sgt 

F Matthews, Earl L., S/Sgt None 

 A/C No.  41-30387 ñKay Girlò A/C No.  41-13179 ñBoogerò 

P Kent, William S., 2Lt McGee, William N., 1Lt 

CP Shaw, William H., 2Lt Hoekman, Robert D., 2Lt 

N None None 

B McLeod, Jack P., 2Lt McKeever, Francis D., 2Lt 

E Perry, Gilbert R., S/Sgt Littleton, Willis W., S/Sgt 

R Anthony, Loren R., S/Sgt Nebesnak, Edward (NMI), T/Sgt 

G Moynihan, Walter F., S/Sgt Zuckerbrod, Saul (NMI), S/Sgt 

F None Rucker, Elbert A., Cpl (passenger) 

 A/C No.  41-29767 ñFlying Patchò 

(crashed after take-off)  

 

P Miller, Roy N., 2Lt  

CP Butela, William F., 2Lt  

N None  

B Smith, Warren W., S/Sgt  

E Sterling, Joseph M., S/Sgt  

R Peterson, Karl E., S/Sgt  

G VanHall, Ernest G., Jr., S/Sgt  

F None  

 

445
th

 BS 1 Aug 43 Annual Report:  On June 7 just as Lt. Roy Miller was taking off, 

loaded with (3) 1000 lb bombs, the main oil line in his right engine broke and within the 

space of 30 seconds he lost all the oil out of that engine.  The maximum altitude he 

attained was 600 ft.  One engine was out, with a wind-milling prop.  The ship was headed 

toward the mountain and he was losing altitude.  He salvoed his bombs and made a 

perfect crash landing.  It was a situation that called for quick, cool decision and skillful 

hands at the controls. 

Miller, Roy N., 2Lt, pilot 
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446
th

 BS War Diary :  (No non-mission information) 

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 52/mission 51) Group Mission # 64: Group 

mission 51, Sqdn 43 composed of 3 planes led by Lt. Porter.  Target was Pantelleria gun 

emplacements, but they were not well covered.  Flak was heavy and inaccurate. 

 

 A/C No.  42-64511 ñThe Madam 2 of 

St. Joeò 

A/C No.  41-13208 

P Garmon, James M. ñMaxò, 1Lt Hileman, Donald L. ñBuckò, 2Lt 

CP Brooks, LeRoy O., 2Lt Carlisle, Howard L., 1Lt 

N Manning, Rodney Allen, 2Lt Beyer, William J., 2Lt 

B Navigator filling both B & N positions Navigator filling both B & N positions 

E Mercuri, Ralph W., S/Sgt McNair, Luddie L., S/Sgt 

R Foley, Gerald M., T/Sgt Chappell, Jack F., T/Sgt 

G Wray, Charles E., S/Sgt Pyle, Joseph W., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13192  

P Porter, Jack Grafton, 1Lt  

CP Tapper, George G., 2Lt  

N Marek, Joseph J., 2Lt  

B Pillman, Frank W., S/Sgt  

E Lytle, Logan Lee, S/Sgt  

R Nicholson, John E., T/Sgt  

G Blick, Oliver L., Cpl  

F None  

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 53/mission 52) Group Mission # 65: Group 

mission 52, Sqdn 44 composed of 3 planes led by Lt. VanArtsdalen to Pantelleria gun 

emplacements, 1000 lb bombs were dropped and target was well covered knocking out 

12 or 13 guns. 

 

 A/C No.  41-29760 ñHonky Tonkò 

(spare ï completed mission) 
A/C No.  42-64599 ñOld 99 - PLUTO - 

Pee Weeò (spare ï completed mission) 

P Orrantia, Gilbert D., 2Lt Williams, Wallace (NMI) ñSpikeò, Jr., 

1Lt 

CP Bettinger, Howard P., 2Lt Morris, Richard Pervis ñBig Moeò, Jr., 

2Lt 

N Schad, Harlan C., 2Lt None 

B Navigator filling both B & N positions Brei, Harold G., S/Sgt 

E Kemp, Quentin B., S/Sgt McKibben, Walter D., Jr., S/Sgt 

R Leahy, Richard P. ñDickò, S/Sgt None listed ï likely Sheehan, William F., 

T/Sgt  

G South, William R., S/Sgt Zook, Urie H., S/Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No.  41-29771 (spare ï completed 

mission) 

 

P VanArtsdalen, Charles M., 1Lt  

CP Conner, Clarence H., 2Lt  

N Harris, Posey T., 2Lt  

B Navigator filling both B & N positions  

E Mencher, Fred S., S/Sgt  

R Friscia, Frank J., Jr., T/Sgt  

G Haresign, James M., S/Sgt  

F None  

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 52/mission 51) Group Mission # 64: 
Fourteen of our planes participated in a raid on the gun emplacements along the coast of 

Pantelleria.  Bombing results poor.  All our planes returned safely. 

 

 A/C No.  41-13210 ñBuckeye Cannon 

Ballò (flight leader) 

A/C No.  42-64600 ñLady Luckò (flight 

leader) 

P Seel, Peter B., Jr., 1Lt Morton, William H. ñMortò, 1Lt 

CP Sampson, Raymond D. ñSammyò, Maj, 

Commander 

Ackley, James H., 2Lt 

N Bodine, Arnold F. ñBenny the Bumò, 1Lt Black, Donald (NMI) ñBlackieò, 1Lt 

B Joseph, Merwin J., 1Lt Ghetia, George (NMI), 2Lt 

E Nittle, Samuel (NMI), S/Sgt OôDonnell, Vincent T., S/Sgt 

R Balsom, James P., T/Sgt Fryer, John R., T/Sgt 

G Jensen, Aage E., S/Sgt DesJardins, Patrick H., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13007 ñThe Harpò (flight 

leader) 
A/C No.  41-29775 ñDouble Troubleò 

P Richardson, Robert W. ñBig Richò, 2Lt Shapiro, Leonard L. ñShapò, 1Lt 

CP Hasty, Curtis B., 2Lt Hengel, Edward D., 2Lt 

N Daume, Oscar R., 2Lt None 

B Lieberman, Stanley (NMI), 2Lt Schulze, George F., S/Sgt 

E OôConnell, Daniel E., S/Sgt Smith, Douglas P., M/Sgt 

R Cantrell, Walter A., T/Sgt Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt 

G Murphy, Russell E. ñThe Kidò, S/Sgt Rider, Lawrence E. ñBusò, S/Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No.  41-13175 ñThe Saint Myrtle 

IIò 

A/C No.  41-13181 ñThe Sophisticated 

Ladyò 

P Fabling, Charles R., 1Lt DeMoss, Jack M., 1Lt 

CP Althouse, Donald I., 2Lt Hoffman, Charles W., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Horne, Wendell C., M/Sgt Quilty, Bernard F. ñBernieò, S/Sgt 

E Sparby, Arnold R., S/Sgt Joseph, Edward R., S/Sgt 

R OôMara, Robert M., S/Sgt Hofstedt, John H., T/Sgt 

G Murphy, John F., S/Sgt Ludtke, Foster R., S/Sgt 

F Christensen, Lars (NMI), Sr., Pvt None 

 A/C No.  41-30000 ñRuff Stuffò A/C No.  41-30002 

P McDuff, Daniel R. ñRuff Stuffò, 2Lt Lungren, Charles D., 1Lt 

CP Nixon, Donald O., 2Lt Blanton, Ralph A., 2Lt 

N Colby, John W., 2Lt None 

B Navigator filling both B & N positions Orr, Douglas Cameron ñDougò, 2Lt 

E Lalum, Luther I., S/Sgt Ferrier, Jack G., S/Sgt 

R Jackson, Edward B., T/Sgt Skorupa, Benjamin (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Osowiecki, Hendrick (NMI), S/Sgt Vaccaro, Joseph M., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-12997 ñSouthern Belleò A/C No.  42-53371 ñDeath Windò 

P Andrews, Austin D. ñAndyò, 2Lt Spikes, Robert F. ñBobò, 2Lt 

CP McGowan, Francis E., 2Lt Spingler, Richard H. ñDickò, 2Lt 

N None None 

B Tate, Roy W., 1Lt Garrett, Andy K., 2Lt 

E Galich, Michael M., S/Sgt Penson, Ralph D., S/Sgt 

R Carrin, Joseph S., S/Sgt Jondro, William G., Jr., S/Sgt 

G Tornio, Raymond A., Sgt Wilson, Leo W., Pvt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-12961 ñSpare Partsò A/C No.  41-12930 ñSNAFUò 

P Fineman, Ernest (NMI), 1Lt Brinkley, Hamilton M., 1Lt 

CP Jung, Roland W. ñWongyò, 2Lt Brinkley, Wilton R., 2Lt 

N Holloway, Arthur M., 2Lt None 

B Allison, John M. ñAlley Catò, Jr., 2Lt Hartis, John G., 2Lt 

E Nelson, James E., S/Sgt Lankford, Raymond D., S/Sgt 

R Hannemann, Carl D., Sgt Stanton, James E. ñJimò, T/Sgt 

G Popowski, Frank A., S/Sgt Gouvin, Henry J., S/Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No.  41-12925 ñHuckelberry 

Duckò 

A/C No.  41-29759 ñKentucky Ridge 

Runnerò 

P Grantham, Charles H. ñGrannyò, 1Lt Bates, James P. ñJimmyò, Capt 

CP Ashley, Wilson S., 2Lt Cohagan, McKinley B., 2Lt 

N None Weaver, Charles M. ñJugò, 1Lt 

B McCone, Walter G., 2Lt Lingrel, Paul Warren ñBig Mooseò, 2Lt 

E Kramer, Gilbert W., S/Sgt Perpich, Joseph G., S/Sgt 

R Anderson, Chester E., T/Sgt Nelson, Ralph V., S/Sgt 

G Draper, Ralph M., S/Sgt McCown, J. Logan, S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-32498 ñDumboò (returned 

early) 

 

P Bugbee, James Metcalf ñJimò, 2Lt  

CP Fallone, Henry J. ñHankò, 2Lt  

N None  

B Holliman, Marion P., S/Sgt  

E None listed ï likely Sheets, Ralph M., 

S/Sgt 

 

R Drogosch, Robert C., T/Sgt  

G Werner, George P., Sgt  

F None  

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 53/mission 52) Group Mission # 65: 

(447
th
 BS did not participate) 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  McDuff, Daniel R. ñRuff Stuffò, 1Lt, pilot (mission 17) 

ñFrom June 2
nd

 to June 7
th
 we got settled in our tents, worked on our ships, and did a lot 

of sight seeing.  One day I went up to the coast at Tabarka for my first swim in the 

Mediterranean.  Another I went on the long ride to Tunis and back.  It was interesting; I 

saw some 10 or 12 U.S. light tanks all shot to hell in the fields around Medjez el Bab.  

 Most of the other days we had off I had the G.I.ôs and Iôm sure you know what 

that is. 

 On June 7
th
 I went on my 17

th
 raid.  The message was again 1,000 lb. bombs to be 

delivered on Pantelleria.  Again light, inaccurate flak was encountered---and no fighters.  

And it was about this time that this trip---Pantelleria and returnðacquired the name, 

óThe Milk Runô.ò 
 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Spikes, Robert F. ñBobò, 1Lt, pilot (mission 16) 

TARGET:  Pantelleria  2:30 Plane 371 (42-53371 ñDeath Windò) 

ñTarget well covered.  Large columns of smoke seen.ò  Flight leader Lt. Seel. 
Seel, Peter B., Jr., 1Lt, pilot 
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447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt, radio-gunner:   

ñMon. June 7, 1943 

 Went over Pantelleria, and as usually dropped thousand pounders - a few fighters 

were around.ò 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Williams, William Thomas, 2Lt, pilot: 

ñFerry another ship to La Senia and RON.  Also ferry a different ship back.  Here at Sale 

when we are not flying formation or ferrying we spend our time in Rabat drinking and 

eating in these outdoor ? places.ò 

 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 52/mission 51) Group Mission # 64: 
Mission 38 (64):  At 12:30 20 planes off to bomb flak positions in Pantelleria.  Dropped 

57 x 1000 bombs from 8500 feet at 13:46, returned at 15:10.  Three targets assigned and 

all three believed hit.  Moderate, heavy, inaccurate flak.  Weather:  CAVU.  F/L: Tipton, 

Bonus. 

 

 A/C No.  41-13172 ñBoyd Toydò A/C No.  41-12926 ñHawkeyeò 

P Urquhart, Donald A., 1Lt McCurry, Milton L., 1Lt 

CP Coffey, Kenneth H. F., 2Lt Bowman, William W., 2Lt 

N Perry, Lawrence A., 2Lt Colvin, J. W., 1Lt, HQ 47
th
 Wing 

B Mundell, Roy E., 1Lt Tomerlin, Louis H., S/Sgt 

E Potosky, John S., Pvt Coleman, Smith B., S/Sgt 

R Swenson, James R., PFC Hardy, Alexander A., Sgt 

G Zeller, Michael C., S/Sgt Luedtke, Claron William, T/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29774  

P Culp, Merle H., 1Lt  

CP Tolton, Justin C., 1Lt  

N Boland, Chester H., 1Lt  

B Reich, William John, 2Lt  

E Poynter, Robert A., Pvt  

R Watrous, Roger T., Pvt  

G Ruggere, Mauro (NMI), Pvt  

F None  

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 53/mission 52) Group Mission # 65: 

(448
th
 BS did not participate) 

 

 

 



Tuesday, 8 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):     Royal Air Force 

(RAF) heavy bombers bomb the Messina, Italy ferry terminal. B-25's of 2 groups hit 

Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean, directing their major effort at gun emplacements. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):     North-

west African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) Wellingtons pound the town and docks on 

Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean during the night of 7/8 Jun. The air offensive 

against the island increases during the following day as fighters, light, medium and heavy 

bombers of the NASAF and Northwest Tactical Air Force (NATAF) continue to bomb 

throughout the day. Naval forces bombard the harbor and shore batteries. Surrender 

requests, dropped by airplane, bring no response.    

 

  In Sardinia, P-38's attack barracks N of Segariu and the airfield at 

Villacidro.  HQ 47
th
 Bombardment Wing (Medium) transfers from El Guerrah, Algeria to 

Souk-el-Arba, Tunisia.  The 16
th
 Bombardment Squadron (Light), 27

th
 Bombardment 

Group (Light) transfers with A-36's from Ras el Ma, French Morocco to Korba, Tunisia. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   Anti-aircraft positions were again the target for the sixty-

sixth mission which took off at 1700 on June 8, 1943 with 42 planes.  No planes returned 

early and the others dropped 110 thousand-pound bombs with .1 and .025 fusing from an 

altitude of 9,000 to 10,500 feet at 1820.  The first target, Number 3, had seven airplanes 

assigned to it and they released a total of 21 bombs.  The results of this drop are not 

known as the smoke of another groupôs bombs interfered with the bomb-run.  Six planes 

were assigned to the second target, Number 4A, and they released 18 bombs.  Some hits 

are believed to have been made in the target area.  The third target, Number 5, was 

assigned 7 planes, but only 4 ships released their bombs when the other 3 planes were 

unable to see the target due to smoke left by an earlier groupôs bombs.  Some hits in the 

emplacements are believed to have been made.  The fourth target, Number 6, had 7 

planes assigned, but only 6 planes released 18 bombs.  Three bombs were salvoed.  One 

pilot reported hits, but here again, smoke from a previous bomb-run obscured effective 

observation of results.  The fifth target, Number 7, had fifteen planes assigned, but only 

14 planes released.  Forty-one bombs were dropped and 4 bombs were salvoed.  Some 

bursts were observed near the gun-emplacements.  Flight leaders were Maj. Schwane, 

Capt. Veum, Lieut. Seel, Lieut. Isaacson, Lieut. Morton, Lieut. Bradley and Lieut. Cratin.  

Flying as observers, were Col. Olmsted, Maj. Pinger, Capt. Blake, Capt. Haven and 

Lieut. Malone.  The bombing results were photographed. 

Blake, G., Capt, HQ 47th BW 

Bradley, James L. "Jungle Jim", Jr., 1Lt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Cratin, William S., 1Lt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

Haven, Malcolm D., Capt, S-2 Officer, intelligence, HQ 321
st
 BG 

Isaacson, Clayton M. ñIkeò, 1Lt, pilot, 448
th
 BS 

Malone, Robert C., 1Lt, personnel, Adjutant, 446
th
 BS 
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Morton, William H. "Mort", 1Lt, pilot, 447
th
 BS 

Olmsted, Charles T., Lt Col, pilot, Executive, HQ 321
st
 BG 

Pinger, Robert R., Maj, Group Surgeon, HQ 321
st
 BG 

Schwane, Henry H. "Hank", Maj, pilot, Commander, 446
th
 BS 

Seel, Peter B., Jr., 1Lt, pilot, 447
th
 BS 

Veum, Ole E., Capt, pilot, 448
th
 BS 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary: (Ops Order 54/mission 53) Group Mission # 66: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 66, 8 June 1943 

1. 321
st
 Bombardment Group (M) AAF 

 

2. At  1700       42___    _B-25s__  took off to  bomb_ AA positions at Pantelleria.   

            Time   No. A/C    Type A/C                 Mission                   Target 

_None__ returned early.  __37___  dropped _110x1000_lb. bombs with 1/10 and .025  

No. A/C                           No. A/C                 No. & Type 

fusing from 9000/10,500 feet at 1820.  __42___ returned at 1935. 

                           Altitude            Time   No. A/C                   Time 

                                

3. Target 3: 7 assigned; 7 releases; 21 bombs released.  Smoke of another groupôs  

bombs interfered with bomb run.  Results not known. 

Target 4A: 6 assigned; 6 released; 18 bombs released.  Some hits believed made in  

target area. 

Target 5:  7 assigned; 4 released; 12 bombs released; 3 planes failed to see target.   

Smoke from preceding group interfered with bomb run.  Some hits 

believed in emplacements. 

Target 6: 7 assigned; 6 released; 18 bombs released; 3 salvoed.  Smoke from  

previous attack interfered.  One pilot reports hits. 

Target 7: 15 assigned; 14 released; 41 bombs released; 4 salvoed.  Some bursts  

observed near gun emplacements. 

 

4. Air----1 T/E on A/D.  One pilot reports smoke shells fired from S. end of island onto  

     water.  Fields appeared cultivated. 

FlakðHeavy, slight, inaccurate. 

MarineðSmall ship perhaps tug, anchored near P. Tre Pietre. 

     

5. CAVU for route. 

 

6. None. 

Route------ Over field at 3500 feet at 1715.  At Korba at 4000 feet at 1750.  Target at  

9000 feet at 1820.  From target to Sousse at 6000 feet and then home. 

Flight leaders---Captain Veum, Lts. Seel, Isaacson, Major Schwane, Lts. Morton,  

        Bradley, Cratin. 
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ObserversðLt. Colonel Olmsted, Major Pinger, Captain Blake & Haven, Lt. Malone. 

Number of sorties flown this date--42  

Photos taken. 

 

        FRANCIS R. PEMBERTON, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Intelligence Officer 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   Lt. Fisher was assigned today from 47
th
 Wing. 

Fisher, James Buckner, Jr., 1Lt, pilot 

 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 54/mission 53) Group Mission # 66: 42 B-

25ôs (6 from the 445
th
) took off to bomb gun positions at Pantelleria at 17:00.  The escort 

was 24 Spitfires.  18 x 1000 lb. demolition bombs were dropped by the 445
th
.  The bomb 

pattern was very poor.  The flak was heavy, slight and inaccurate.  The Italians certainly 

arenôt the gunners the Germans are.  Everyone seems to think they are trying to sink this 

small island.   

 

 A/C No.  42-32434 ñMississippi 

Gambler II  (flight leader) 
A/C No.  41-13207 ñOh 7ò 

P Cratin, William S., 1Lt OôHarra, Roderick E., 1Lt 

CP Bitner, William H., 2Lt Goodwin, Norton (NMI), 2Lt 

N Anderson, Charles C., 2Lt None 

B Murzyn, Edward (NMI), 2Lt Morse, Arthur E., S/Sgt 

E Kilmer, Reid Francis, S/Sgt Martine, William E., S/Sgt 

R Loveless, Lloyd E., T/Sgt Hendricks, Harold L., T/Sgt 

G Bruyneel, Dennis A., S/Sgt Herbert, Richard J., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64675 (No art - "Poochie"  

under bombardier's window) 
A/C No.  42-64516 

P Miller, Roy N., 2Lt Rudolph, Raymond L. ñRudyò, 1Lt 

CP Butela, William F., 2Lt Kailer, William Frederick ñBillò, 2Lt 

N None None 

B Smith, Warren W., S/Sgt Klunk, Edward F., S/Sgt 

E Sterling, Joseph M., S/Sgt Kunis, Theodore C., S/Sgt 

R Peterson, Karl E., T/Sgt Carson, Donald (NMI), S/Sgt 

G VanHall, Ernest G., Jr., S/Sgt Quintin, Stanley J., Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No.  41-13202 ñIdaho Lassieò A/C No.  42-64529 

P Kayser, Robert B., Jr., 1Lt Olson, Walter N., 2Lt 

CP Kent, William S., 2Lt Frey, Ernest A., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Liebl, Ralph Kenneth, 2Lt Czekai, Adolph B., 2Lt 

E Lambert, Richard L., S/Sgt Halpin, John J., Sgt 

R Gallaher, Dewitt C., T/Sgt  Townsend, Charles A., S/Sgt 

G Whitmore, Ernest L., S/Sgt Smith, James B., Sgt 

F None None 

 

445
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Seegmiller, Barnard H., Sgt, armament: 

06/08/43: ñIt is said that Group Headquarters has learned via the Red Cross that 

some of the boys are prisoners of war. 

 We arrived here by plane from ôAin MôLila about June 1.  All the men were 

ferried here in our own planes.  It was about a forty-minute trip.  The three months we 

were at ôAin MôLila I enjoyed the beautiful green of the meadow, our trips to 

Constantine, the profusion of poppies during the last two weeks of May, the Turkish bath, 

and the French lady (with her peculiar way of pronouncing ñSeegmelairò) who did my 

laundry, our trips to the mountain to fire swiped ammunition in our rifles, standing guard 

on moonlit nights and loading bombs in the evenings after which we usually had a snack 

in our tent on whatever our recent representative on KP had been able to garner.  All 

provide a framework of memories I shall always cherish.  While we were there, spring 

came and went.  With it came the same longing thoughts that attended springtime when I 

was home as a boy.  ñA boyôs will is the windôs will and the thoughts of youth are long, 

long thoughts.ò   

 On Sunday afternoons, the French population of the town could be seen strolling 

peacefully hand-in-hand across the green pastures, and simultaneously with the first 

warm days, the Arab boys commenced weird monotonous tootings on their reed flutes, 

while occasionally, mounted on gaily saddled camels, an Arab wedding procession 

rocked by.  May is indeed the month of mating. 

 Since coming here, the Allies have taken the Mediterranean islands of Pantelleria 

and Lampedusa with almost negligible losses.  Our planes did a great deal of flying and 

played a large part in literally bombing the islands into submission.  There were no 

losses in our personnel.  On two occasions I have been to the beach at Tabarka.  Each 

trip will  stand out permanently as a highlight of my African experiences. 

 George Cavalenes and I rather ran away the first trip we made.  Coming in from 

the line early one forenoon, having finished our work, we met a group of officers and 

several enlisted men in a GI truck and asked them where they were going.  The reply was 

ñswimmingò and that was enough for us.  We climbed aboard without hats, rations or 

even sufficient clothes to keep us warm as we motored over the high mountain pass 

between here and Tabarka.  Our experiences that day argue very well for impulsive 

decisions.  I have seldom enjoyed a day more.  The mountains, densely clad with cork oak 

forests, were beautiful, and in the very top was a French Arab village where we  
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purchased some delicious French bread to supplement the rations the officers had 

carried with them.  It was great sport to swim in the ocean for my first time.  The 

breakers were high and the sandy beach was warm and pleasant. 

Cavalenes, George P., S/Sgt, armament 

 Yesterday most of the boys in the Armament section were permitted to go to the 

beach in our own weapons carrier.  Along the water courses, on both sides of the 

mountain range at the lower elevation leading to the mountains, were great numbers of 

pink oleanders in full bloom.  Some of the bushes seem superior to those so carefully 

cultivated in the States.  I was impressed by the beauty of the mountains.  In the deep 

shades of the cork oak could be seen half-clad native boys herding their small flocks of 

goats, roving oôer the hills in the wild delight of youth.  I was reminded of the freedom of 

Spartacus when he and his brother scaled the cliffs of his native Crete together ñto pluck 

the first wild grapes and bear them home in childish triumph.ò  Civilization in this 

country has changed little during the thousands of years since the pride of historic people 

rocked in the Cradle of Cynosis. 

 Across from the beach where we swam and apart from the mainland was a barren 

rocky promontory on the top of which stood a huge castle, gray with age.  On first sight, 

it was the expressed desire of everyone to visit the romantic edifice, which showed every 

promise of being rich in Medieval history.  I was intent upon it and with very little 

difficulty, I persuaded Roger Conner to go with me.  The sea was calm and we felt that 

even if the channel was wider than we thought, we could swim it easily enough.  

Consequently, while the others drove to town to eat lunch, Roger and I, clad in swimming 

trunks, OD caps, sunglasses and one pair of shoes between us, started in search of 

adventure.  Our first dismay came as we approached the point where the channel of 

water was narrowest, only to be faced by a bold sign which read, ñOff Limits to US 

Troops.ò  To Conner it seemed our aim was thwarted, but I was less willing to be 

defeated. 

Connor, Roger J., Sgt, transportation   

 After discussing the situation I decided to go on, it having occurred to me that the 

clothes I wore were conveniently insufficient to distinguish me as a US soldier.  At any 

rate, I was ready to undergo the embarrassment of being challenged, and if necessary to 

sacrifice my only flight cap at the expense of my curiosity.  I proceeded alone.  A little 

farther along the way I met some officers who undoubtedly had the same intentions as I, 

but had lost heart at the necessity of swimming the channel and were exhausting their 

ammunition in the attitude of spite on the tiny crabs that were crawling on the rocks.  

They soon left, however, and upon seeing them do so, Conner joined me just as I was 

about to put to sea.  We crossed the channel with little difficulty though I was hampered 

by the heavy sandals I had borrowed from Bob Long.  My disadvantage in the water 

however became a decided advantage over my companionôs predicament as we began 

ascending the stone pathway that lead up the rough slope to the castle.  But Conner was 

now quite as eager as I and I admired the courage with which he braved the sharp stone 

and thistles in his bare feet. 

Long, Robert H. "Bob", Sgt, armament 

 



Tuesday, 8 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 The trail led us to a wide portal on the seaward side of the castle.  As we 

approached the high wooden door in the archway I almost expected to be greeted by a 

knight in clanking armor with sword, shield and visor.  King Arthur stories of knights and 

fair ladies flashed through my mind and it was several moments before I awoke to the 

fact that instead of a hospitable lord of the Northland, we were confronted with the 

problem of gaining admittance to our next theater of adventure through a door that 

appeared to possess every quality of remaining closed.  I climbed the wall so I could see 

through the barred opening above the door.  That glimpse of the dark stone hallways and 

the black holes that proved to be entrances to the damp, dark, moldy dungeons, put to 

flight any doubts I might have had of the possibility of getting inside.  I was determined 

now to explore the place and no human contrivance such as a lock on a door was going 

to stop me.  After investigating what appeared to be a possible entrance and finding 

none, other than the one huge door, I concluded that as a last resort I could scale the 

wall, though it would be a difficult, not to say dangerous, undertaking.  The wall hung on 

the face of a sheer precipice that rose several hundred feet from the foam-washed crags 

that denied the ocean.  I was about to attempt the most difficult section of the wall when 

the loud barking of a dog caused me to reconsider.  Anyway, the sound of a dog barking 

suggested the presence human life so I climbed down again to investigate further.   

 Walking to the opposite side of the castle we could see the roof of a house that 

looked to be newer than the rest of the building.  Faintly, I could hear the cheerful noises 

of children at play, so I tossed a rock.  After several failures to throw far enough into the 

courtyard, at last a smiling French boy appeared at the portal of the wall.  As best I 

could, I told him what we wanted, and after a momentôs hesitation, he agreed to open the 

gate for us.  Once inside I was appalled by the labyrinth of passageways and dark holed 

openings that led to damp dungeons.  I was suddenly impressed by an almost 

unsupressable passion to know the history those mute rough stone walls and Roman 

arches might have recorded.  Through my mind kept passing the only line of Lord 

Byronôs Prisoner of Chillon that I had committed to memory, ñLake Lehman lies by 

Chillonôs walls; a thousand feet in depth below, its icy waters meet and flow; thus much 

the fathom line was sent from Chillonôs snow white battlement.ò  Our trip to this 

romantic evidence of antiquity was a hundred fold remuneration for our sore feet (I gave 

Roger my shoes to wear back) and sunburned legs, and we were envied by all our curious 

companions as we gave a splashing exaggeration of our adventure.  My only regret, 

which I carefully avoided mentioning and which even now I dislike to recall, was our 

discovery at the foot of the pinnacle as we climbed back down of a page from Life 

magazine displaying the usual scantily-clad exhibition of American pulchritude, which to 

me was a mocking announcement that we were not the first GIs to look upon the ruins of 

Roman power in North Africa. 

 Other notable experiences that have come to me during the past month are a two-

day visit to Tunis and Carthage and a day spent in the summer town of Ain Draham 

where we were politely put out of a public school, and, two times from the governorôs 

palace, where we went, intent on seeing his daughter who had smiled at us on the street  
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from her balcony above.  The French hotel and casino in Tunis and the ruins in Carthage 

were outstanding.  We rode throughout the streets of that ancient city in a horse drawn 

carriage.ò 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  (No non-mission information) 

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 54/mission 53) Group Mission # 66: Group 

mission 53, Sqdn 45 composed of 12 planes led by Major Schwane.  1000 lb bombs were 

dropped on gun emplacements on Pantelleria but target was poorly covered. 

 

 A/C No.  42-53377 ñFlag Shipò (flight 

leader) 
A/C No.  41-13200 

P Schwane, Henry H. ñHankò, Maj, 

Commander 

Axson, Ralph Leonidas, Jr., 1Lt 

CP Kirk, Robert H., 2Lt Coffey, Noel Francis, 2Lt 

N McCarter, Elmer H., Capt None 

B Brown, John Roland, 2Lt Meehan, James M., 2Lt 

E Knapp, Walter E., S/Sgt Ludwig, Elvin C., S/Sgt 

R Beach, Louis A., T/Sgt Shields, James A., T/Sgt 

G South, William R., S/Sgt Mitchell, Edgar V., S/Sgt 

F None Benson, Henry E., S/Sgt 

 A/C No.  41-13192 A/C No.  41-13197 

P Porter, Jack Grafton, 1Lt Martin, John K. ñKirkò, 1Lt 

CP Tapper, George G., 2Lt Brown, Aud W., 2Lt 

N None Caldwell, Herman B., Jr., 1Lt 

B Pillman, Frank W., S/Sgt Brei, Harold G., S/Sgt 

E Lytle, Logan Lee, S/Sgt StAntoine, James J., S/Sgt 

R Nicholson, John E., T/Sgt Sidlik, Theophil S., T/Sgt 

G Blick, Oliver L., Cpl Gehrts, Walter F., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29771 A/C No.  41-29760 ñHonky Tonkò 

P VanArtsdalen, Charles M., 1Lt Orrantia, Gilbert D., 2Lt 

CP Conner, Clarence H., 2Lt Bettinger, Howard P., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Chamberlain, Don C., S/Sgt Schad, Harlan C., 2Lt 

E Mencher, Fred S., S/Sgt Kemp, Quentin B., S/Sgt 

R Friscia, Frank J., Jr., T/Sgt Leahy, Richard P. ñDickò, S/Sgt 

G Haresign, James M., S/Sgt McNeil, Gabriel J., Cpl 

F None Wisnesky, Benjamin H., S/Sgt 
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 A/C No.  41-13208 A/C No.  42-64509 ñArkansas Traveler 

IIò (future ñEnid II, ñNo Peekinôò) 

P Hileman, Donald L. ñBuckò, 2Lt Browning, Eugene S. ñSquifò, 1Lt 

CP Carlisle, Howard L., 1Lt Dains, Thomas E., 2Lt 

N Beyer, William J., 2Lt None 

B None listed ï likely the navigator Lantz, Daniel W., S/Sgt 

E McNair, Luddie L., S/Sgt Sawyer, George D., S/Sgt 

R Chappell, Jack F., T/Sgt Swenson, Stanley C., S/Sgt 

G Pyle, Joseph W., S/Sgt Miles, Thomas P., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64511 ñThe Madam 2 of 

St. Joeò 

A/C No.  42-64599 ñOld 99 - PLUTO - 

Pee Weeò 

P Garmon, James M. ñMaxò, 1Lt Williams, Wallace (NMI) ñSpikeò, Jr., 

1Lt 

CP Brooks, LeRoy O., 2Lt Morris, Richard Pervis ñBig Moeò, Jr., 

2Lt 

N None None 

B Manning, Rodney Allen, 2Lt Fieldon, Gordon S. ñJackò, S/Sgt 

E None listed ï likely Mercuri, Ralph W., 

S/Sgt 

McKibben, Walter D., Jr., S/Sgt 

R Foley, Gerald M., T/Sgt Sheehan, William F., T/Sgt 

G Wray, Charles E., S/Sgt Zook, Urie H., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-32432 ñHellôs Angelò 

(flight leader) 
A/C No.  41-12963 ñMissouri Waltzò 

P Bradley, James L. ñJungle Jimò, Jr., 1Lt Chappell, Howard L., 1Lt 

CP Wright, Theodore O., 2Lt Carr, Philip O., 2Lt 

N Davis, Sterling (NMI), 2Lt None 

B Anzalone, Benjamin W., 2Lt Harris, Posey T., 2Lt 

E Rockafellow, Alfred A., S/Sgt Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt 

R None listed ï Likely Sheldon, Victor W., 

T/Sgt 

Walsh, Thaddeus, J., S/Sgt 

G None listed - Likely Lovell, Curtis L., 

S/Sgt 

Edwards, David R., Pvt 

F None None 

 

 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt, engineer-gunner (mission 2) 

ñ# 2 June 8, 1943  Time 2:50 Sqdn Mission # 45 Gr. Mission # 53   

1000 # Demolition  Pantelleria 

Formation Leader - Capt. Veum       

Results - Target poorly covered 
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Remarks - 4 bursts of flak   All ships returned 

Ship number - 41-12963 ñMissouri Waltzò Formation 4:3 

P- Chappell, CP - Carr, B - Harris, E - Kaney, RG- Walsh, G - Edwardsò 

Carr, Philip O., 2Lt, pilot            Chappell, Howard L., 1Lt, pilot   

Edwards, David R., S/Sgt, gunner           Harris, Posey T., 2Lt, bombardier 

Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt, engineer-gunner          Veum, Ole E., Capt, pilot, 448
th
 BS 

Walsh, Thaddeus, J., S/Sgt, radio-gunner 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 54/mission 53) Group Mission # 66: Twelve 

of our planes participated in a raid on the gun emplacements along the coast of 

Pantelleria.  Results of bombing could not be observed because of dust and smoke.  All 

our planes returned safely. 

 

 A/C No.  41-29775 ñDouble Troubleò A/C No.  41-13007 ñThe Harpò 

P Shapiro, Leonard L. ñShapò, 1Lt Richardson, Robert W. ñBig Richò, 2Lt 

CP Hengel, Edward D., 2Lt Hasty, Curtis B., 2Lt 

N None Daume, Oscar R., 2Lt 

B Schulze, George F., S/Sgt Lieberman, Stanley (NMI), 2Lt 

E Smith, Douglas P., M/Sgt OôConnell, Daniel E., S/Sgt 

R Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt Ennis, Edward C. ñSalvoò, S/Sgt 

G Rider, Lawrence E. ñBusò, S/Sgt Murphy, Russell E. ñThe Kidò, S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-12997 ñSouthern Belleò A/C No.  42-64600 ñLady Luckò (flight 

leader) 

P Bugbee, James Metcalf ñJimò, 2Lt Morton, William H. ñMortò, 1Lt 

CP Fallone, Henry J. ñHankò, 2Lt Bates, James P. ñJimmyò, Capt 

N None Black, Donald (NMI) ñBlackieò, 2Lt 

B Holliman, Marion P., S/Sgt Ghetia, George (NMI), 2Lt 

E Early, Frank X., S/Sgt OôDonnell, Vincent T., S/Sgt 

R Drogosch, Robert C., T/Sgt Fryer, John R., T/Sgt 

G Werner, George P., Sgt DesJardins, Patrick H., S/Sgt 

F Christensen, Lars (NMI), Sr., Pvt None 

 A/C No.  42-53371 ñDeath Windò A/C No.  41-30000 ñRuff Stuffò 

P Spikes, Robert F. ñBobò, 2Lt McDuff, Daniel R. ñRuff Stuffò, 2Lt 

CP Spingler, Richard H. ñDickò, 2Lt Ackley, James H., 2Lt 

N None Colby, John W., 1Lt 

B Garrett, Andy K., 2Lt None listed ï likely the navigator 

E Penson, Ralph D., S/Sgt Lalum, Lester I., S/Sgt 

R Jondro, William G., Jr., S/Sgt Jackson, Edward B., T/Sgt 

G Wilson, Leo W., Cpl Osowiecki, Hendrick (NMI), S/Sgt 

F Hoover, Travis (NMI), Maj, HQ 47
th
 

Wing (observer) 

Bell, Albert R., Capt, (observer) 
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 A/C No.  41-13210 ñBuckeye Cannon 

Ballò (flight leader) 
A/C No.  41-13181 ñThe Sophisticated 

Ladyò 

P Seel, Peter B., Jr., 1Lt DeMoss, Jack M., 1Lt 

CP Batchelder, Stephens H., 2Lt Hoffman, Charles W., 2Lt 

N Bodine, Arnold F. ñBenny the Bumò, 1Lt None 

B Joseph, Merwin J., 1Lt Quilty, Bernard F. ñBernieò, S/Sgt 

E Nittle, Samuel (NMI), S/Sgt Joseph, Edward R., S/Sgt 

R Davis, Donald A., S/Sgt Hofstedt, John H., T/Sgt 

G Jensen, Aage E., S/Sgt Ludtke, Foster R., S/Sgt 

F None Pinger, Robert R., Maj, HQ 321
st
 BG 

(observer) 

 A/C No.  41-12930 ñSNAFUò A/C No.  41-30002 

P Brinkley, Hamilton M., 1Lt Lungren, Charles D., 1Lt 

CP Brinkley, Wilton R., 2Lt Blanton, Ralph A., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Hartis, John G., 2Lt Orr, Douglas Cameron ñDougò, 2Lt 

E Lankford, Raymond D., S/Sgt Ferrier, Jack G., S/Sgt 

R Stanton, James E. ñJimò, T/Sgt Vaccaro, Joseph M., S/Sgt 

G Gouvin, Henry J., S/Sgt Skorupa, Benjamin (NMI), S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-12961 ñSpare Partsò A/C No.  41-12925 ñHuckelberry 

Duckò 

P Fineman, Ernest (NMI), 1Lt Grantham, Charles H. ñGrannyò, 1Lt 

CP Jung, Roland W. ñWongyò, 2Lt Ashley, Wilson S., 2Lt 

N Holloway, Arthur M., 2Lt None 

B Allison, John M. ñAlley Catò, Jr., 2Lt McCone, Walter G., 2Lt 

E Nelson, James E., S/Sgt Kramer, Gilbert W., S/Sgt 

R Hannemann, Carl D., Sgt Anderson, Chester E., T/Sgt 

G Popowski, Frank A., S/Sgt Draper, Ralph M., S/Sgt 

F None Brown, Charles Orville ñBrownieò, Jr., 

S/Sgt 

 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  McDuff, Daniel R. ñRuff Stuffò, 1Lt, pilot (mission 18) 

ñOn June 8
th
 it was the milk run again.  And again it was a milk run.  Thousand pounders 

again.ò 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Spikes, Robert F. ñBobò, 1Lt, pilot (mission 17) 

TARGET:  Pantelleria Gun Emplacements 2:30 Plane 371 (42-53371 ñDeath Windò) 

ñFlight leader Lt Seel.  No E/A encountered.  Mission partly successful.ò 

Seel, Peter B., Jr., 1Lt, pilot 
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447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt, radio-gunner:   

ñTue. June 8, 1943 

 Went over Pantelleria again - we hear Marines are going up to take area - Donôt 

know how they stand up under such raids.ò 

 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 54/mission 53) Group Mission # 66:  

Mission 40 (66):  At 17:00 42 planes off to bomb heavy gun emplacements on 

Pantelleria.  37 dropped 110 x 1000 bombs at 18:20 from 8000 feet.  42 returned at 19:45.  

5 targets assigned, some hits were near or in target area although smoke and dust partially 

obscured visibility of 3 targets.  Slight, heavy inaccurate flak.  Weather:  CAVU.  F/L:  

Veum and Isaacson. 

 

 A/C No.  41-30001 (formation leader - 

flight leader) 
A/C No.  41-12995 ñCharlieôs Auntò 

P Veum, Ole E., Capt Ford, Charles L. ñJuniorò, Jr., 1Lt 

CP Heinlen, Clayton H., Maj, Commander Bruton, John E., 2Lt 

N Holt, William E., 2Lt None 

B Mims, Joe Argailus, 1Lt Gibbons, James (NMI), Jr., 1Lt 

E Porch, Dean O., Pvt Rodgers, Charles H., Jr., Pvt 

R Harding, John E., Pvt LeSassier, John W., Sgt 

G Uzailko, George (NMI), Pvt White, George E., Pvt 

F None Haven, Malcolm D., Capt, HQ 321
st
 BG 

(observer) 

 A/C No.  41-29967 A/C No.  42-64519 

P Bowman, William W., 2Lt Stewart, John C., 1Lt 

CP McCurry, Milton L., 1Lt Brandt, Joseph R., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Tomerlin, Louis H., S/Sgt Mundell, Roy E., 1Lt 

E Coleman, Smith B., S/Sgt None listed ï likely Morris, Raymond A., 

S/Sgt 

R Hardy, Alexander A., Sgt Altus, Irving (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Hopkins, Edgar G., S/Sgt Schomaker, John W., S/Sgt 

F Ellison, Travis E., Sgt None 
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 A/C No.  41-30005 ñThe Duckò A/C No.  41-29998 ñLittle Joeò 

P Garrett, Thaddeus D., 2Lt Sinclair, Ervin W., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Fleming, George B., F/O Olmsted, Charles T., Lt Col, HQ 321
st
 

BG 

N None None 

B Moorman, Arthur L., Pvt Reich, William John, 2Lt 

E None listed ï likely Lambert, Robert P., 

Sgt 

Robb, Earl K., Pvt 

R Vizzacco, Rocco (NMI), Cpl Orman, Virgil N., Pvt 

G Taylor, Henry R., Pvt Gurnee, Clarence E. ñShineò, Pvt 

F None Blake, G., Capt, HQ 47
th
 Wing 

(observer) 

 A/C No.  41-13172 ñBoyd Toydò A/C No.  41-12926 ñHawkeyeò 

P Brosnan, Cornelius G., 1Lt Moore, Leland A., 1Lt 

CP Cassels, Richard E., 2Lt Tolton, Justin C., 1Lt 

N None None 

B Colby, Arthur R., Pvt Petrich, Raymond George, 2Lt 

E Larsen, Fred M., S/Sgt Pitts, Lawrence P., Pvt 

R Oates, Theodore R., S/Sgt  Teinowitz, Norman P., Pvt 

G Ally, George B., S/Sgt Ryal, Clarence M., Pvt 

F Hobert, Walter W., PFC Silver, George A., III, Capt (observer) 

 A/C No.  41-29776 (flight leader) A/C No.  41-29765 

P Isaacson, Clayton M. ñIkeò, 1Lt Hardzog, Walter A., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Haskell, John D., 2Lt Wik, John R., Jr., 2Lt 

N Hurst, Joseph B., 1Lt Cheetham, McClain (NMI), 1Lt 

B Johnson, Robert E., 2Lt Abrams, Carl V., 2Lt 

E Rohleder, Jack J., Pvt Ripple, William E. ñRipò, Pvt 

R Hilborne, Thomas G., S/Sgt Featherstone, Charles A. ñPappyò, Pvt 

G Vance, Paul S., Pvt Wallace, John R., Pvt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29770 A/C No.  41-29769 

P Stultz, Raymond B., 1Lt Davies, Robert D., 1Lt 

CP Wilt, Richard H., 2Lt Barton, Thomas M., F/O 

N Thomas, Leo A., 2Lt Abbe, Richard A., 2Lt 

B Ellington, John H., Jr., 1Lt Piasecki, Walter Charles, 2Lt 

E Rude, Norman J., Pvt Long, Jeptha D., S/Sgt 

R Mauder, Charles J., Cpl Smith, Harry V., Pvt 

G Woodin, Roy A., S/Sgt Yutzy, Eli N., Pvt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday, 9 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):    
 

  In Sicily, B-24's bomb the landing ground at Gerbini and the airfield 

at Catania. B-25's hit Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean. Fighters escort bombers 

and fly patrols and fighter sweeps. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):   Fighters 

and medium and heavy bombers of the Northwest African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) 

continue pounding Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean in predawn hours and during 

the afternoon.   

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   The seventh gun-emplacement, noted in the previous 

mission, was the target for the sixty-seventh mission which took off with 27 planes on 

June 9, 1943 at 1530.  They dropped 72 thousand-pound bombs with .1 and 45 second 

fusing from an altitude of 8,500 to 10,000 feet at 1650.  All planes returned at 1805.  The 

target was well-covered, although some bombs were short and over.  One transport plane 

was observed on the airdrome.  A large timber fire was also noted on Monte Grande.  

Two small vessels were observed in the harbor.  There were about 12 bursts of flak which 

were heavy and trailing.  Flight leaders were Lieut. Bradley and Lieut. Walker.  

Observers were Lieut. Col. King, Maj. Hoover, Maj. Pemberton and Capt. Wray, Capt. 

Manly and Lieut. Ford. 

Bradley, James L. "Jungle Jim", Jr., 1Lt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Ford, George L., 1Lt, intelligence, 446
th
 BS 

Hoover, Travis (NMI), Maj, pilot, HQ 47th Wing 

King, H., Lt Col 

Manly, Robert W. "Horse", Capt, intelligence, HQ 321
st
 BG 

Pemberton, Francis R., Maj, intelligence, HQ 321
st
 BG 

Walker, James O., Jr., 1Lt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

Wray, J. B., Capt 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary: (Ops Order 55/mission 54) Group Mission # 67: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 67, 9 June 1943 

1. 321
st
 Bombardment Group (M) 

 

2. At  1530       27___    _B-25s__  took off to  bomb_   No 7 gun emplacement at    

            Time   No. A/C    Type A/C                 Mission                   Target 

Pantelleria.  _None__ returned early.  __27___  dropped  72x1000# bombs with 1/10   

                    No. A/C                           No. A/C          No. & Type 

and 45 seconds fusing from 8500/10,000 ft at 1650.  __27___ returned at 1805. 

                                                  Altitude           Time   No. A/C                   Time 

3. Target was well covered, though some bombs were short and over. 
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4. Air  - One transport on A/D.  Large timber fire on Monte Grande.  

Marine - 2 small vessels in harbor. 

Flak ï about 12 bursts heavy, trailing. 

     

5. En-route ï Scattered cumulus base at 5000 ft. 

Target ï Slight haze. 

Return ï Scattered clouds, 1/10 coverage. 

 

6. None. 

Flight leaders ï Ltôs Bradley, Walker. 

 

Route ï circled field at 5500 ft.  Escort arrived early, so on course at 1558 at 6000 ft.  

Reached coast at 1630 at 6500 ft.  Bomb run at 8500 ft.  Right turn over target and 

returned via Sousse at 6000 ft.  

 

Observers ï Lt. Col. King, Majors Hoover, Pemberton, Capt Wray, Capt. Manley, 

and Lt. Ford. 

 

Number of sorties flown 27  

 

Photos taken. 

        FRANCIS R. PEMBERTON, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Intelligence Officer 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   Tonight for supper we had the old standbyðcorned beef. 

 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 55/mission 54) Group Mission # 67: 27 B-

25ôs (13 of the 445
th
) took off to bomb No. 7 gun emplacement at Pantelleria.  26 P-38ôs 

from the 82
nd

 Fighter Group were the escort.  39 x 1000 lb. demolitions were dropped by 

the 445
th
 from 9000 ft.  The target was well covered.  Only 12 bursts of flak were seen.   

 

 A/C No.  41-29762 ñArkan óDamô Saw 

óco se it isô ñ (read it: ñCozy it is)  
A/C No.  41-13201 ñPoopsieò 

P Tipton, Richard Pike ñTipò, Capt Kayser, Robert B., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Neck, John S., 2Lt Kent, William S., 2Lt 

N Bsharah, Norman (NMI), 2Lt None 

B Evans, James H. ñTwo-Gunsò, 2Lt Liebl, Ralph Kenneth, 2Lt 

E Finn, Robert A., S/Sgt Lambert, Richard L., S/Sgt 

R Chereski, John J., S/Sgt Gallaher, Dewitt C., T/Sgt 

G Klocke, Francis J., S/Sgt Whitmore, Ernest L., S/Sgt 

F None Cox, Bernard L., Sgt 
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 A/C No.  41-12924 ñPatriciaò A/C No.  42-32486 ñCENSOREDò 

P Clinton, Wayne C., 1Lt Kelley, Edward T., 2Lt 

CP Armstrong, Stanley K., 2Lt Farrell, Robert A. ñBaldyò, 2Lt 

N Becker, Virgil C., 2Lt None 

B Morgan, Robert E., S/Sgt Czapski, Bernard S., 2Lt 

E Brainard, Walter R., S/Sgt Merrill, Joseph H., S/Sgt 

R Curtis, Raymond T., T/Sgt McIntosh, Kermit S., S/Sgt 

G Arvo, Nillo Richard, S/Sgt Branch, Robert J., S/Sgt 

F Wray, J. B., Capt (observer) None 

 A/C No.  41-13207 ñOh 7ò A/C No.  42-64516 

P OôHarra, Roderick E., 1Lt Rudolph, Raymond L. ñRudyò, 1Lt 

CP Goodwin, Norton (NMI), 2Lt Kailer, William Frederick ñBillò, 2Lt 

N None None 

B Morse, Arthur E., S/Sgt Klunk, Edward F., S/Sgt 

E Martine, William E., S/Sgt Kunis, Theodore C., S/Sgt 

R Hendricks, Harold L., T/Sgt Carson, Donald (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Herbert, Richard J., S/Sgt Quintin, Stanley J., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13211 A/C No.  41-13179 ñBoogerò 

P McLaughlin, Guy J., Jr., 2Lt McGee, William N., 1Lt 

CP Triplett, Walter A., 2Lt Hoekman, Robert D., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Springer, Richard L., S/Sgt McKeever, Francis D., 2Lt 

E Conners, Howard J., S/Sgt Littleton, Willis W., S/Sgt 

R Gregory, John N., T/Sgt Nebesnak, Edward (NMI), T/Sgt 

G Binkowski, Stephen J., S/Sgt Zuckerbrod, Saul (NMI), S/Sgt 

F Macola, Anthony P., Pvt Turner, Clyde R. ñBulldogò, Sgt 

 A/C No.  42-53428 ñThe Wolf IIò 

(flight leader) 
A/C No.  42-64527 ñSycamore 1½ 

Judyò 

P Walker, James O., Jr., 2Lt Miller, Roy N., 2Lt 

CP Miller, Gail G., 2Lt  Butela, William F., 2Lt 

N Wilson, Samuel P., Jr., 2Lt None 

B Kazich, Rudolph William, 2Lt Smith, Warren W., S/Sgt 

E Melhorn, Raymond W., S/Sgt Sterling, Joseph M., S/Sgt 

R Boyette, Roy E., Pvt Peterson, Karl E., T/Sgt 

G Garner, Argyle R., T/Sgt VanHall, Ernest G., Jr., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday, 9 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  42-32434 ñMississippi 

Gambler IIò 

A/C No.  42-64529 

P Cratin, William S., 1Lt Olson, Walter N., 2Lt 

CP Bitner, William H., 2Lt Frey, Ernest A., 2Lt 

N Anderson, Charles C., 2Lt None 

B Murzyn, Edward (NMI), 2Lt Czekai, Adolph B., 2Lt 

E Kilmer, Reid Francis, S/Sgt Halpin, John J., Sgt 

R Loveless, Lloyd E., T/Sgt Townsend, Charles A., S/Sgt 

G Bruynell, Dennis A., S/Sgt Smith, James B., Sgt 

F Cook, Bailey C., Maj, Commander 

(observer) 

None 

 A/C No.  41-30387 ñKay Girlò   

P Gunter, Macon A., Jr., 1Lt  

CP Shaw, William H., 2Lt  

N None  

B McLeod, Jack P., 2Lt  

E Perry, Gilbert R., S/Sgt  

R Anthony, Loren R., S/Sgt  

G Moynihan, Walter F., S/Sgt  

F None  

 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  (No non-mission information) 

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 55/mission 54) Group Mission # 67: Group 

mission 54, Sqdn 46 composed of 11 planes.  Major Schwane led the Group to Pantelleria 

where 1000 lb bombs were dropped on gun emplacements.  The target was well covered. 

 

 A/C No.  42-53377 ñFlag Shipò 

(formation leader - flight leader) 
A/C No.  42-64509 ñArkansas Traveler 

IIò (future ñEnid II, ñNo Peekinôò) 

P Schwane, Henry H. ñHankò, Maj, 

Commander 

Browning, Eugene S. ñSquifò, 1Lt 

CP Bradley, James L. ñJungle Jimò, Jr., 1Lt Boyd, Kenneth E., 2Lt 

N McCarter, Elmer H., Capt None 

B Meehan, James M., 2Lt Lantz, Daniel W., S/Sgt 

E None listed ï likely Knapp, Walter E., 

S/Sgt 

Sawyer, George D., S/Sgt 

R Beach, Louis A., T/Sgt Swenson, Stanley C., S/Sgt 

G South, William R., S/Sgt Miles, Thomas P., S/Sgt 

F Olmsted, Charles T., Lt Col, HQ 321
st
 

BG (observer) 

None 
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 A/C No.  42-64526 ñPatchesò A/C No.  41-12963 ñMissouri Waltzò 

P Griffith, Frank J. ñGrifò, Capt Chappell, Howard L., 1Lt 

CP Boulton, Richard E., 2Lt Carr, Philip O., 2Lt 

N Caldwell, Herman B., Jr., 1Lt None 

B Marek, Joseph Rudolph, 2Lt Chamberlain, Don C., S/Sgt 

E None listed ï likely Mitchell, Lance M., 

S/Sgt 

Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt 

R Haley, Woodrow H., T/Sgt Lazer, Robert E., Cpl 

G Dykes, Billy (NMI), S/Sgt Edwards, David R., Pvt 

F Ford, George L., 1Lt (observer) Benson, Henry E., S/Sgt 

 A/C No.  41-13208 A/C No.  41-29760 ñHonky Tonkò 

P Hileman, Donald L. ñBuckò, 2Lt Orrantia, Gilbert D., 2Lt 

CP Carlisle, Howard L., 1Lt Bettinger, Howard P., 2Lt 

N None Schad, Harlan C., 2Lt 

B Beyer, William J., 2Lt None listed ï likely the navigator 

E McNair, Luddie L., S/Sgt Kemp, Quentin B., S/Sgt 

R Chappell, Jack F., T/Sgt Leahy, Richard P. ñDickò, S/Sgt 

G Pyle, Joseph W., S/Sgt Hershberger, Ralph G., Jr., PFC 

F Pemberton, Francis R., Maj, HQ 321
st
 

BG (observer) 

Wisnesky, Benjamin H., S/Sgt 

 A/C No.  41-13197 A/C No.  41-13008 

P Martin, John K. ñKirkò, 1Lt Schmidt, Frederick C. ñFredò, 1Lt 

CP Brown, Aud W., 2Lt Dains, Thomas E., 2Lt 

N None Braucher, David C., 2Lt 

B Harris, Posey T., 2Lt None listed ï likely the navigator 

E StAntoine, James J., S/Sgt Kovis, Joseph C., S/Sgt 

R Sidlik, Theophil S., T/Sgt Olson, Harold E., S/Sgt 

G Gehrts, Walter F., S/Sgt Hermanson, Ingwal J., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13192 A/C No.  41-29771 

P Porter, Jack Grafton, 1Lt VanArtsdalen, Charles M., 1Lt 

CP Tapper, George G., 2Lt Conner, Clarence H., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Pillman, Frank W., S/Sgt Brei, Harold G., S/Sgt 

E Lytle, Logan Lee, S/Sgt Mencher, Fred S., S/Sgt 

R Nicholson, John E., T/Sgt Friscia, Frank J., Jr., T/Sgt 

G Blick, Oliver L., S/Sgt Haresign, James M., S/Sgt 

F Hoover, Travis (NMI), Maj, HQ 47
th
 

Wing (observer) 

None 
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 A/C No.  42-64511 ñThe Madam 2 of 

St. Joeò 

 

P Garmon, James M. ñMaxò, 1Lt  

CP Brooks, LeRoy O., 2Lt  

N Davis, Sterling (NMI), 2Lt  

B Manning, Rodney Allen, 2Lt  

E Mercuri, Ralph W., S/Sgt  

R Foley, Gerald M., T/Sgt  

G Wray, Charles E., S/Sgt  

F None  

 

 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt, engineer-gunner (mission 3) 

ñ# 3 June 9, 1943  Time 2:50 Sqdn Mission # 46 Gr. Mission # 54   

1000 # Demolition  Pantelleria gun Emplacements 

Formation Leader - Major Schwane       

Results - Target well covered 

Remarks - Slight inaccurate Flak no fighters   All ships returned 

Ship number - 41-12963 ñMissouri Waltzò Formation 4:2 

P- Chappell, CP - Carr, B - Chamberlain, E - Kaney, RG- Lazer, G - Edwards, F - 

Bensonò 

Benson, Henry E., S/Sgt, photographer  Carr, Philip O., 2Lt, pilot 

Chamberlain, Don C., S/Sgt, bombardier  Chappell, Howard L., 1Lt, pilot 

Edwards, David R., S/Sgt, gunner   Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt, engineer-gunner 

Lazer, Robert E., Cpl, radio-gunner 

 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 55/mission 54) Group Mission # 67: Three 

of our planes participated in a raid on the gun emplacements along the coast of 

Pantelleria.  One of the guns was knocked out.  All our planes returned safely. 

 

 A/C No.  41-13181 ñThe Sophisticated 

Ladyò (spare) 
A/C No.  42-32430 ñMiss Virginityò  

P DeMoss, Jack M., 1Lt Cohagan, McKinley B., 2Lt 

CP Hoffman, Charles W., 2Lt Spingler, Richard H. ñDickò, 2Lt 

N None Weaver, Charles M. ñJugò, 1Lt 

B Quilty, Bernard F. ñBernieò, S/Sgt Lingrel, Paul Warren ñBig Mooseò, 2Lt 

E Joseph, Edward R., S/Sgt None listed ï likely Perpich, Joseph G., 

S/Sgt 

R Hofstedt, John H., T/Sgt Byerly, Lee E., S/Sgt 

G Ludtke, Foster R., S/Sgt McCown, J. Logan, S/Sgt 

F None None 



Wednesday, 9 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-29775 ñDouble Troubleò   

P Shapiro, Leonard L. ñShapò, 1Lt  

CP Hengel, Edward D., 2Lt  

N None  

B Schulze, George F., S/Sgt  

E Newhouse, Ralph W., S/Sgt  

R Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt  

G Rider, Lawrence E. ñBusò, S/Sgt  

F None  

 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  McDuff, Daniel R. ñRuff Stuffò, 1Lt, pilot: 

ñJune 9
th
 we sat out.ò 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt, radio-gunner:   

ñWed. June 9, 1943 

 As usual, we went to Pantelleria again.  Flak was moderate and few fighters.  

Thousand pounders - that place is catching hell.ò 

 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 55/mission 54) Group Mission # 67: 
(448

th
 BS did not participate) 



Thursday, 10 June 1943 
 

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):   B-25's, escorted by 

fighters, bomb Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean. The escorting fighters dive-bomb 

targets on the island. Later, Royal Air Force (RAF) heavy bombers attack Reggio di 

Calabria Airfield, Italy. 

 

   WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air F orce):  
Following attacks during the night of 9/10 Jun by fighter-bombers, Northwest African 

Strategic Air Force (NASAF) and Northwest Tactical Air Force (NATAF) aircraft 

(fighters, and light, medium and heavy bombers) maintain all-day attacks on Pantelleria 

Island; over 1,000 sorties are flown. The 60
th
 Fighter Squadron, 33

rd
 Fighter Group 

transfers with P-40's from Menzel Temime, Tunisia to Sousse, Tunisia. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   The eleventh gun-emplacement at Pantelleria was the target 

for the sixty-eighth mission which took off with 38 planes at 1005 on June 10, 1943.  

They dropped 114 thousand-pound bombs from an altitude of 9,000 to 10,000 feet.  All 

planes returned at 1235.  The target was well-covered, with several direct hits being 

made.  Some hits were made on the tenth gun-emplacement and some bombs fell into the 

sea.  Two fires and then 4 big explosions were observed in the area, believed to have 

come from some hits on ammunition sheds.  Flight leaders were Capt. Bates, Capt. 

Tipton, Capt. Griffith, Lieut. Bradley, Lieut. Morton and Lieut. Bonus. 

Bates, James P. ñJimmyò, Capt, pilot, 447
th
 BS 

Bonus, Robert M., 1Lt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

Bradley, James L. "Jungle Jim", Jr., 1Lt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Griffith, Frank J. "Grif", Capt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Morton, William H. "Mort", 1Lt, pilot, 447
th
 BS 

Tipton, Richard Pike "Tip", Capt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

 Forty planes took off at 1550 on June 10, 1943 with the fourth gun-emplacement 

as its target.  The sixty-ninth mission dropped 138 thousand-pound bombs from an 

altitude of 8,500 to 10,500 feet.  The northwest point of the island, including the target, 

was covered with dust and smoke.  A large proportion of bombs are believed to have 

fallen in the target area.  Flashes of bomb-bursts seen through the smoke indicated that 

the target was well hit.  Five bombs failed to release, two fell out early and two bombs 

were salvoed.  Flight leaders were Capt. Veum, Capt. Griffith, Lieut. Morton, Lieut. 

Stultz, Lieut. Walker, Lieut. Seel, Lieut. Bonus, and Lieut. Bradley.  Observers flying on 

this mission were Capt. Silver, Lieut. Marrich, Lieut. Dobbins and Lieut. Malone. 

Bonus, Robert M., 1Lt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

Bradley, James L. "Jungle Jim", Jr., 1Lt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Dobbins, Daniel G., 1Lt, intelligence, HQ 321
st
 BG 

Griffith, Frank J. "Grif", Capt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Malone, Robert C., 1Lt, personnel, Adjutant, 446
th
 BS 

Marrich, Martin K., 1Lt, adjutant, 448
th
 BS 

Morton, William H. "Mort", 1Lt, pilot, 447
th
 BS 
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Seel, Peter B., Jr., 1Lt, pilot, 447
th
 BS 

Silver, George A., III, Maj, medical officer, 448
th
 BS 

Stultz, Raymond B., 1Lt, pilot, 448
th
 BS 

Veum, Ole E., Capt, pilot, 448
th
 BS 

Walker, James O., Jr., 1Lt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary: (Ops Order 56/mission 55) Group Mission # 68: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 68, 10 June 1943 

1. 321
st
 Bombardment Group (M) 

 

2. At  1005       38___    _B-25s__  took off to  bomb_   #11 gun emplacement at    

            Time   No. A/C    Type A/C                 Mission                   Target 

Pantelleria.  _None__ returned early.  __38___  dropped  114x1000 lb bombs with  

                          No. A/C                           No. A/C                   No. & Type 

1/10 and .025 fusing at 1125/27 from 9000/10000 ft.  __38___ returned at 1235. 

                                         Time                Altitude        No. A/C                    Time 

                                

3. Target well covered.  Direct hits seen.  Some hits on #10 and also in water.  Two fires 

and then about 4 big explosions from area, believed to be ammunition shacks. 

 

4. Air ï One transport at extreme NE corner, one in E corner, and one in center of field.   

   6 S/E on extreme NE end. 

Marine ï One small vessel SE of Point Fram. 

Flak ï Heavy, slight, inaccurate, more than yesterday. 

     

5. En-route ï scattered at 8500 ft., 3/10 coverage. 

Target ï Hazy, visibility 10 miles. 

Return ï Scattered at 8500 ft., 3/10 coverage. 

 

6. None. 

Route ï Circled field at 4000 ft., met escort and on course at 1033.  Reached coast at 

1100 at 7000 ft.  Bomb run at 9000/10000 ft. at 1125/27.  Made diving left turn and 

home at 6000 ft. 

 

Flight leaders ï Capts. Bates, Tipton, Griffith, Lts. Bradley, Morton, Bonus. 

Number of sorties flown 38 

Photos taken. 

 

        FRANCIS R. PEMBERTON, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Intelligence Officer 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary: (Ops Order 57/mission 56) Group Mission # 69: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 69, 10 June 1943 

1. 321
st
 Bombardment Group (M) 

 

2. At  1550       49___    _B-25s__  took off to  bomb_   # 4 gun emplacement at    

            Time   No. A/C    Type A/C                 Mission                   Target 

Pantelleria.  _None__ returned early.  __48___  dropped  138x1000 lb bombs with  

                    No. A/C                           No. A/C          No. & Type 

1/10 & .025 fusing at 1718 from 8500/10500 ft.  __49___ returned at 1830. 

                                   Time              Altitude        No. A/C                    Time 

                                

3. NW point of island including target was covered with dust and smoke.  Large 

proportion of bombs are believed to have fallen in target area.  Flashes of bomb bursts 

seen through smoke indicated target well hit. 

49 planes assigned to target #4; 48 released 138 bombs; 5 bombs failed to release, 

2 fell out early, armed, 2 salvoed. 

 

4. Air ï One transport at SE and A/D not here this morning. 

Marine ï None. 

Flak ï Few bursts of heavy, inaccurate. 

     

5. En-route ï 7/10 alto-stratus, hazy, visibility 10 miles. 

Target ï 4/10 at 12,000. 

Return ï 4/10 fracto-stratus.  Thunderstorms in vicinity of field. 

 

6. None. 

Route ï Circled field at 4000 ft. until 1630.  Met escort and passed coast at 1700 at 

6000 ft.  Made bomb run at 9000.  Left turn off target and home at 6000.   

 

Flight leaders ï Capts Veum, Griffith; Lts Morton, Stultz, Walker, Seel, Bonus and 

Bradley. 

 

Observers ï Capt Silver, Lts Marrich, Dobbins, and Malone. 

 

Number of sorties flown 38 

Photos taken. 

 

        FRANCIS R. PEMBERTON, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Intelligence Officer 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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445
th

 BS War Diary:   The wind blew like fury today.  These hot strong winds up here 

are caused by the Siroccos.  The hot winds coming off the Sahara Desert and rebounding 

when they come in contact with the cool air over the Mediterranean which is 40 miles 

north of here causes the windy conditions. 

 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 56/mission 55) Group Mission # 68: 38 B-

25ôs (12 of the 445
th
) took off at 10:05 to bomb No. 11 gun emplacement with P-38ôs as 

escort.  36 x 1000 lb. demos were dropped by the 445
th
.  The target was well covered and 

direct hits were seen.  Also some hits on No. 10 emplacement.  The flak was heavy, slight 

and inaccurate. 

 

 A/C No.  41-13201 ñPoopsieò A/C No.  41-13198 ñMaybelleò 

P Kayser, Robert B., Jr., 1Lt Whiteford, Floyd R. ñWhiteyò, 1Lt 

CP Armstrong, Stanley K., 2Lt Mamerow, George A., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Liebl, Ralph Kenneth, 2Lt Eiland, Claude L., 2Lt 

E Lambert, Richard L., S/Sgt Curtis, Alton D., S/Sgt 

R Gallaher, Dewitt C., T/Sgt Cirals, Ted (NMI) ñTeddieò, T/Sgt 

G Whitmore, Ernest L., S/Sgt Ewald, Paul E., S/Sgt 

F None Cox, Bernard L., Sgt 

 A/C No.  41-30387 ñKay Girlò A/C No.  42-53373 

P Gunter, Macon A., Jr., 2Lt Kent, William S., 2Lt 

CP Shaw, William H., 2Lt Farrell, Robert A. ñBaldyò, 2Lt 

N None None 

B McLeod, Jack P., 2Lt Czapski, Bernard S., 2Lt 

E Perry, Gilbert R., S/Sgt Merrill, Joseph H., S/Sgt 

R Anthony,  Loren R., S/Sgt McIntosh, Kermit S., S/Sgt 

G Moynihan, Walter F., S/Sgt Branch, Robert J., S/Sgt 

F None Knapp, Robert Duane, Col, HQ 321
st
 BG 

Commander (observer) 

 A/C No.  42-64575 (flight leader) A/C No.  41-13202 ñIdaho Lassieò 

P Bonus, Robert M., 1Lt Grau, Robert B., 1Lt 

CP Hughes, Clark E., 2Lt Heflin, Norman H. B., 2Lt 

N Garrison, Fred H., 2Lt None 

B McEnroe, Henry A., 2Lt Flynn, Thomas H., S/Sgt 

E Laird, Ellsworth A., Jr., S/Sgt Kerbow, Joseph E., S/Sgt 

R Nicholson, John F., T/Sgt Wright, Warren D., T/Sgt 

G Bryant, James C., S/Sgt Boris, Michael (NMI), S/Sgt 

F Choka, Albert J., S/Sgt Lawton, Russell W., T/Sgt (observer) 
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 A/C No.  42-64675 (No art - "Poochie"  

under bombardier's window) 
A/C No.  42-32434 ñMississippi 

Gambler IIò 

P Fisher, James Buckner, Jr., 1Lt Cratin, William S., 1Lt 

CP Behrhorst, Donald C., 2Lt Bitner, William H., 2Lt 

N Osburn, Hobart G. ñBartò, 2Lt Anderson, Charles C., 2Lt 

B Cossel, Peter G., S/Sgt Murzyn, Edward (NMI), 2Lt 

E Webster, Raymond L., S/Sgt Kilmer, Reid Francis, S/Sgt 

R Stapfer, Arthur (NMI), S/Sgt Loveless, Lloyd E., T/Sgt 

G Kilejian, Herbert Peter ñPeterò, Sgt Bruyneel, Dennis A., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13207 ñOh 7ò A/C No.  42-64527 ñSycamore 1½ 

Judyò 

P OôHarra, Roderick E., 1Lt Miller, Roy N., 2Lt 

CP Goodwin, Norton (NMI), 2Lt Butela, William F., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Morse, Arthur E., S/Sgt Smith, Warren W., S/Sgt 

E Martine, William E., S/Sgt Sterling, Joseph M., S/Sgt 

R Hendricks, Harold L., T/Sgt  Peterson, Karl E., T/Sgt 

G Herbert, Richard J., S/Sgt VanHall, Ernest G., Jr., S/Sgt 

F Meskimen, Hershel C., HQ 321
st
 BG 

(observer) 

None 

 A/C No.  41-29762  ñArkan óDamô Saw 

óco se it isô ñ (read it: ñCozy it is) (flight 

leader) 

A/C No.  42-64516 

P Tipton, Richard Pike ñTipò, Capt Rudolph, Raymond L. ñRudyò, 1Lt 

CP Neck, John S., 2Lt Kailer, William Frederick ñBillò, 2Lt 

N Bsharah, Norman (NMI), 2Lt None 

B Evans, James H. ñTwo-Gunsò, 2Lt Klunk, Edward F., S/Sgt 

E Finn, Robert F., S/Sgt Kunis, Theodore C., S/Sgt 

R Chereski, John J., S/Sgt Carson, Donald (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Klocke, Francis J., S/Sgt Quintin, Stanley J., Sgt 

F None Turner, Clyde R. ñBulldogò, Sgt 

 

 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 57/mission 56) Group Mission # 69: On the 

second mission today, 49 B-25ôs (12 of the 445
th
) went after No. 4 gun emplacement at 

Pantelleria.  36 x 1000 lb. demos were dropped from 9000 ft.  Dust and smoke obscured 

the results.   A large portion of the bombs are believed to have fallen in the target area.  

Very few bursts of flak were seen. 
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 A/C No.  42-64529 A/C No.  41-12924 ñPatriciaò 

P Olson, Walter N., 2Lt Clinton, Wayne C., 1Lt 

CP Frey, Ernest A., 2Lt Armstrong, Stanley K., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Czekai, Adolph B., 2Lt Morgan, Robert E., S/Sgt 

E Halpin, John J., Sgt Brainard, Walter R., S/Sgt 

R Townsend, Charles A., S/Sgt Curtis, Raymond T., T/Sgt 

G Smith, James B., Sgt Arvo, Nillo Richard, S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-53428 ñThe Wolf IIò 

(flight leader) 
A/C No.  41-13211 

P Walker, James O., Jr., 2Lt McLaughlin, Guy J., Jr., 2Lt 

CP Miller, Gail G., 2Lt Triplett, Walter A., 2Lt 

N Wilson, Samuel P., Jr., 2Lt None 

B Kazich, Rudolph William, 2Lt Springer, Richard L., S/Sgt 

E Melhorn, Raymond W., S/Sgt Conners, Howard J., S/Sgt 

R Garner, Argyle R., T/Sgt Gregory, John N., T/Sgt 

G Boyette, Roy E., Pvt Binkowski, Stephen J., S/Sgt 

F Tipton, Richard Pike ñMajò, Capt 

(observer) 

None 

 A/C No.  41-13179 ñBoogerò A/C No.  41-13207 ñOh 7ò 

P McGee, William N., 1Lt OôHarra, Roderick E., 1Lt 

CP Hoekman, Robert D., 2Lt Goodwin, Norton (NMI), 2Lt 

N None Becker, Virgil C., 2Lt 

B McKeever, Francis D., 2Lt Rokotz, Peter (NMI) ñPeteò, S/Sgt 

E Littleton, Willis W., S/Sgt Martine, William E., S/Sgt 

R Nebesnak, Edward (NMI), T/Sgt Matthews, Earl L., S/Sgt 

G Zuckerbrod, Saul (NMI), S/Sgt Herbert, Richard J., S/Sgt 

F Dobbins, Daniel G., 1Lt, HQ 321
st
 BG 

(observer) 

None 

 A/C No.  42-64575 A/C No.  41-30387 ñKay Girlò 

P Bonus, Robert M., 1Lt Gunter, Macon A., Jr., 2Lt 

CP Hughes, Clark E., 2Lt Shaw, William H., 2Lt 

N Garrison, Fred H., 2Lt None 

B McEnroe, Henry A., 2Lt McLeod, Jack P., 2Lt 

E Laird, Ellsworth A., Jr., S/Sgt Perry, Gilbert R., S/Sgt 

R Nicholson, John F., T/Sgt Anthony, Loren R., S/Sgt 

G Bryant, James C., S/Sgt Moynihan, Walter F., S/Sgt 

F Fehr, Robert A. ñBobò, S/Sgt Nickens, Cletus P., S/Sgt 
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 A/C No.  42-53373 A/C No.  41-13201 ñPoopsieò 

P Hartmeister, Joel T., 2Lt Kayser, Robert B., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Neck, John S., 2Lt Kent, William S., 2Lt 

N Larson, Harold W., 2Lt None 

B Buckingham, Richard P., 1Lt Liebl, Ralph Kenneth, 2Lt 

E Toy, Joseph R., T/Sgt Lambert, Richard L., S/Sgt 

R Eagan, Joseph E., T/Sgt Gallaher, Dewitt C., T/Sgt 

G Carleo, John J., S/Sgt Whitmore, Ernest L., S/Sgt 

F None Murphy, James C., HQ 321
st
 BG 

(observer) 

 A/C No.  42-64675 (No art - "Poochie"  

under bombardier's window) 
A/C No.  41-13202 ñIdaho Lassieò 

P Fisher, James Buckner, Jr., 1Lt Heflin, Norman H. B., 2Lt 

CP Behrhorst, Donald C., 2Lt Farrell, Robert A. ñBaldyò, 2Lt 

N Osburn, Hobart G. ñBartò, 2Lt None 

B Cossel, Peter G., S/Sgt  Czapski, Bernard S., 2Lt 

E Webster, Raymond L., S/Sgt Merrill, Joseph H., S/Sgt 

R Stapfer, Arthur (NMI), S/Sgt McIntosh, Kermit S., S/Sgt 

G Pierce, William V., S/Sgt Branch, Robert J., S/Sgt 

F None Mais, Charles W., T/Sgt 

 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  (No non-mission information) 

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 56/mission 55) Group Mission # 68: Group 

mission 55, Sqdn 47 composed of 12 planes led by Lt. Griffith.  1000 lb bombs were 

dropped on the gun emplacements at Pantelleria covering the target very well. 

 

 A/C No.  42-53377 ñFlag Shipò (flight 

leader) 
A/C No.  41-13200 

P Griffith, Frank J. ñGrifò, Capt Axson, Ralph Leonidas, Jr., 1Lt 

CP Boulton, Richard E., 2Lt Coffey, Noel Francis, 2Lt 

N Caldwell, Herman B., Jr., 1Lt None 

B Marek, Joseph J., 2Lt Meehan, James M., 2Lt 

E Mitchell, Lance M., S/Sgt Ludwig, Elvin C., S/Sgt 

R Haley, Woodrow H., T/Sgt Shields, James A., T/Sgt 

G Dykes, Billy (NMI), S/Sgt Mitchell, Edgar V., S/Sgt 

F None Chavez, Louis (NMI), T/Sgt (observer) 

 

 

 

 

 



Thursday, 10 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-13208 A/C No.  41-12928 ñBuzz Wagonò 

P Hileman, Donald L. ñBuckò, 2Lt Martin, John K. ñKirkò, 1Lt 

CP Carlisle, Howard L., 1Lt Brown, Aud W., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Beyer, William J., 2Lt Brown, John Roland, 2Lt 

E McNair, Luddie L., S/Sgt StAntoine, James J., S/Sgt 

R Chappell, Jack F., T/Sgt Sidlik, Theophil S., T/Sgt 

G Pyle, Joseph W., S/Sgt Gehrts, Walter F., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29760 ñHonky Tonkò A/C No.  41-12963 ñMissouri Waltzò 

P Orrantia, Gilbert D., 2Lt Chappell, Howard L., 1Lt 

CP Bettinger, Howard P., 2Lt Carr, Philip O., 2Lt 

N Schad, Harlan C., 2Lt None 

B None listed ï likely the navigator Chamberlain, Don C., S/Sgt 

E Kemp, Quentin B., S/Sgt Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt 

R Leahy, Richard P. ñDickò, S/Sgt Lazer, Robert E., Cpl 

G Hershberger, Ralph G., Jr., PFC Edwards, David R., Pvt 

F Wisnesky, Benjamin H., S/Sgt None 

 A/C No.  42-32432 ñHellôs Angelò 

(flight leader) 
A/C No.  41-13192 

P Bradley, James L. ñJungle Jimò, Jr., 1Lt Porter, Jack Grafton, 1Lt 

CP Wright, Theodore O., 2Lt Tapper, George G., 2Lt 

N Davis, Sterling (NMI), 2Lt None 

B Anzalone, Benjamin W., 2Lt Pillman, Frank W., S/Sgt 

E Rockafellow, Alexander A., S/Sgt Lytle, Logan Lee, S/Sgt 

R None listed ï likely  Sheldon, Victor W., 

T/Sgt 

Nicholson, John E., T/Sgt 

G Lovell, Curtis L., S/Sgt Blick, Oliver L., Cpl 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-29771 A/C No.  42-64511 ñThe Madam 2 of 

St. Joeò 

P VanArtsdalen, Charles M., 1Lt Garmon, James M. ñMaxò, 1Lt 

CP Conner, Clarence H., 2Lt Brooks, LeRoy O., 2Lt 

N None McCarter, Elmer H., Capt 

B Harris, Posey T., 2Lt Manning, Rodney Allen, 2Lt 

E Mencher, Fred S., S/Sgt Mercuri, Ralph W., S/Sgt 

R Friscia, Frank J., Jr., T/Sgt Foley, Gerald M., T/Sgt 

G Haresign, James M., S/Sgt Wray, Charles E., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 



Thursday, 10 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  42-64599 ñOld 99 - PLUTO - 

Pee Weeò 

A/C No.  42-64509 ñArkansas Traveler 

IIò (future ñEnid II, ñNo Peekinôò) 

P Williams, Wallace (NMI) ñSpikeò, Jr., 

1Lt 

Browning, Eugene S. ñSquifò, 1Lt 

CP Morris, Richard Pervis ñBig Moeò, Jr., 

2Lt 

Kirk, Robert H., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Brei, Harold G., S/Sgt Lantz, Daniel W., S/Sgt 

E McKibben, Walter D., Jr., S/Sgt Sawyer, George D., S/Sgt 

R Sheehan, William F., T/Sgt Swenson, Stanley C., T/Sgt 

G Zook, Urie H., S/Sgt Miles, Thomas P., S/Sgt 

F Benson, Henry E., S/Sgt None 

 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt, engineer-gunner (mission 4) 

ñ# 4 June 10, 1943  Time 2:45 Sqdn Mission # 47 Gr. Mission # 55   

1000 # Demolition  Pantelleria gun emplacements 

Formation Leader - Capt. Bates       

Results - 2 (possible 3) gun emplace. Hit. 

Remarks - Slight inaccurate Flak     All planes returned 

Ship number - 41-12963 ñMissouri Waltzò Formation 2:3 

P- Chappell, CP - Carr, B - Chamberlain, E - Kaney, RG- Lazer, G - Edwards 

Bates, James P. ñJimmyò, Capt, pilot, 447
th
 BS 

Carr, Philip O., 2Lt, pilot    Chappell, Howard L., 1Lt, pilot 

Chamberlain, Don C., S/Sgt, bombardier  Edwards, David R., Pvt, gunner 

Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt, engineer-gunner        Lazer, Robert E., Cpl, radio-gunner 

 

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 57/mission 56) Group Mission # 69: Group 

mission 56, Sqdn 48 composed of 12 planes led by Lt. Griffith.  1000 lb bombs were 

dropped on gun emplacements on Pantelleria, but results obscured by smoke and dust 

from the island. 

 

 A/C No.  42-53377 ñFlag Shipò (flight 

leader) 
A/C No.  41-29764 ñMontana Sheep 

Herderò 

P Griffith, Frank J. ñGrifò, Capt Cosner, Oliver J. ñOllieò, 1Lt 

CP Boulton, Richard E., 2Lt Boyd, Kenneth E., 2Lt 

N Caldwell, Herman B., Jr., 1Lt None 

B Marek, Joseph Rudolph, 2Lt DeWitt, Joe B., S/Sgt 

E Mitchell, Lance M., S/Sgt Misik, John (NMI), S/Sgt 

R Haley, Woodrow H., T/Sgt Kreig, Thomas E., S/Sgt 

G Dykes, Billy (NMI), S/Sgt Elk, Charles (NMI), S/Sgt 

F None None 

 



Thursday, 10 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-13208 A/C No.  41-12963 ñMissouri Waltzò 

P Hileman, Donald L. ñBuckò, 2Lt Chappell, Howard L., 1Lt 

CP Carlisle, Howard L., 1Lt Carr, Philip O., 2Lt 

N Beyer, William J., 2Lt McCarter, Elmer H., Capt 

B Navigator filling both B & N positions Brown, John Roland, 2Lt 

E McNair, Luddie L., S/Sgt Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt 

R Chappell, Jack F., T/Sgt Lazer, Robert E., Cpl 

G Pyle, Joseph W., S/Sgt Edwards, David R., Pvt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13197 A/C No.  41-29760 ñHonky Tonkò 

P Martin, John K. ñKirkò, 1Lt Orrantia, Gilbert D., 2Lt 

CP Brown, Aud W., 2Lt Bettinger, Howard P., 2Lt 

N None Schad, Harlan C., 2Lt 

B Brei, Harold G., T/Sgt None listed ï likely the navigator 

E StAntoine, James J., S/Sgt Kemp, Quentin R., S/Sgt 

R Sidlik, Theophil S., T/Sgt Olson, Harold E., T/Sgt 

G Gehrts, Walter F., S/Sgt Hershberger, Ralph G., Jr., PFC 

F Malone, Robert C., 1Lt (observer) Wisnesky, Benjamin H., S/Sgt 

 A/C No.  42-32432 ñHellôs Angelò 

(flight leader) 
A/C No.  41-12928 ñBuzz Wagonò 

P Bradley, James L. ñJungle Jimò, 1Lt Bailey, Harold Merle ñBuzzò, 1Lt 

CP Wright, Theodore O., 2Lt Bleech, John (NMI), 2Lt 

N Davis, Sterling (NMI), 2Lt None 

B Anzalone, Benjamin W., 2Lt Vink, Virgil Francis, 2Lt 

E None listed ï likely Rockafellow, 

Alexander A., S/Sgt 

Kniffin, George Kenneth, S/Sgt 

R Sheldon, Victor W., T/Sgt Haasch, George F., T/Sgt 

G None listed ï likely Lovell, Curtis L., 

S/Sgt 

None listed ï likely Grant, Ronald A., 

S/Sgt 

F None Wuotila, Benjamin R.,  S/Sgt (observer) 

 A/C No.  41-13008 A/C No.  42-29771 

P Schmidt, Frederick C. ñFredò, 1Lt VanArtsdalen, Charles M., 1Lt  

CP Dains, Thomas E., 2Lt Conner, Clarence H., 2Lt 

N Braucher, David C., 2Lt None 

B Navigator filling both B & N positions Harris, Posey T., 2Lt 

E Kovis, Joseph C., S/Sgt Mencher, Fred S., S/Sgt 

R Kent, Carl Hugh, S/Sgt Friscia, Frank J., T/Sgt 

G Hermanson, Ingwal J., S/Sgt None listed ï likely Haresign, James M., 

S/Sgt 

F Smart, Thomas A. ñTomò, T/Sgt 

(observer) 

None 

 

 



Thursday, 10 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 A/C No.  42-64509 ñArkansas Traveler 

IIò (future ñEnid II, ñNo Peekinôò) 
A/C No.  42-64599 ñOld 99 - PLUTO - 

Pee Weeò 

P Browning, Eugene S. ñSquifò, 1Lt Williams, Wallace (NMI) ñSpikeò, Jr., 

1Lt 

CP Kirk, Robert H., 2Lt Morris, Richard Pervis ñBig Moeò, Jr., 

2Lt 

N None None 

B Lantz, Daniel W., S/Sgt Fieldon, Gordon S. ñJackò, S/Sgt 

E Sawyer, George D., S/Sgt McKibben, Walter D., Jr., S/Sgt 

R Swenson, Stanley C., T/Sgt Sheehan, William F., T/Sgt 

G Miles, Thomas P., S/Sgt Zook, Urie H., S/Sgt 

F None Benson, Henry E., S/Sgt 

 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt, engineer-gunner (mission 5) 

ñ# 5 June 10, 1943  Time 2:50 Sqdn Mission # 48 Gr. Mission # 56   

1000 # Demo   Pantelleria g/emp. 

Formation Leader - Capt. Veum       

Results - Visibility obstructed by smoke over island. 

Remarks - 3 bursts of flak, no Fighters.    All planes returned 

Ship number - 41-12963 ñMissouri Waltzò Formation 2:1 

P- Chappell, CP - Carr, N -McCarter, B - Brown J.R., E - Kaney, RG- Lazer, G -

Edwards 

Brown, John Roland, 2Lt, bombardier  Carr, Philip O., 2Lt, pilot 

Chappell, Howard L., 1Lt, pilot   Edwards, David R., Pvt, gunner 

Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt, engineer-gunner  Lazer, Robert E., Cpl, radio-gunner 

McCarter, Elmer H., Capt, navigator   Veum, Ole E., Capt, pilot, 448
th
 BS 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  Our squadron participated in two raids today on the gun 

emplacements along the coast of Pantelleria.  Fourteen planes went on the first mission, 

thirteen on the second.  Bombing results were fair on both missions.  All our planes 

returned safely. 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 56/mission 55) Group Mission # 68: 
 

 A/C No.  41-12930 ñSNAFUò A/C No.  41-13007 ñThe Harpò 

P Brinkley, Hamilton M., 1Lt Richardson, Robert W. ñBig Richò, 1Lt 

CP Brinkley, Wilton R., 2Lt Hasty, Curtis B., 2Lt 

N None Daume, Oscar R., 1Lt 

B Hartis, John G., 2Lt Lieberman, Stanley (NMI), 2Lt 

E Lankford, Raymond D., S/Sgt OôConnell, Daniel E., S/Sgt 

R Stanton, James E. ñJimò, T/Sgt Cantrell, Walter A., T/Sgt 

G Gouvin, Henry J., S/Sgt Murphy, Russell E. ñThe Kidò, S/Sgt 

F None None 

 



Thursday, 10 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-29759 ñKentucky Ridge 

Runnerò 

A/C No.  41-12997 ñSouthern Belleò 

P Cohagan, McKinley B., 2Lt Andrews, Austin D. ñAndyò, 1Lt 

CP Batchelder, Stephens H., 2Lt McGowan, Francis E., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Lingrel, Paul Warren ñBig Mooseò, 2Lt Joseph, Merwin J., 1Lt 

E Perpich, Joseph G., S/Sgt Galich, Michael M., S/Sgt 

R Byerly, Lee E., S/Sgt Carrin, Joseph S., S/Sgt 

G McCown, J. Logan, S/Sgt Tornio, Raymond A., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13210 ñBuckeye Cannon 

Ballò (formation leader - flight leader) 
A/C No.  41-30000 ñRuff Stuffò 

P Bates, James P. ñJimmyò, Capt McDuff, Daniel R. ñRuff Stuffò, 2Lt 

CP Bell, Albert R., Capt Nixon, Donald O., 2Lt 

N Bodine, Arnold F. ñBenny the Bumò, 1Lt None 

B Tate, Roy W., 2Lt Colby, John W., 2Lt 

E Nittle, Samuel (NMI), S/Sgt Lalum, Luther I., S/Sgt 

R Balsom, James P., S/Sgt Jackson, Edward B., T/Sgt 

G Jensen, Aage E., S/Sgt Osowiecki, Hendrick (NMI), S/Sgt 

F None Christensen, Lars (NMI), Sr., Pvt 

 A/C No.  42-64600 ñLady Luckò (flight 

leader) 
A/C No.  41-13181 ñThe Sophisticated 

Ladyò 

P Morton, William H. ñMortò, 1Lt DeMoss, Jack M., 1Lt 

CP Ackley, James H., 2Lt Hoffman, Charles W., 2Lt 

N Black, Donald (NMI) ñBlackieò, 1Lt None 

B Ghetia, George (NMI), 2Lt Quilty, Bernard F. ñBernieò, S/Sgt 

E OôDonnell, Vincent T., S/Sgt Joseph, Edward R., S/Sgt 

R Fryer, John R., T/Sgt Hofstedt, John H., T/Sgt 

G DesJardins, Patrick H., S/Sgt Ludtke, Foster R., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-32430 ñMiss Virginityò A/C No.  41-12925 ñHuckelberry 

Duckò 

P Morganti, Clyde J., 2Lt Grantham, Charles H. ñGrannyò, 1Lt 

CP Althouse, Donald I., 2Lt Ashley, Wilson S., 1Lt 

N None None 

B Holloway, Arthur M., 2Lt McCone, Walter G., 2Lt 

E None listed  ï likely Early, Frank X., 

S/Sgt 

Kramer, Gilbert W., S/Sgt 

R Tracy, Boyd F., S/Sgt Anderson, Carl F., T/Sgt 

G Hoskins, Raymond C., S/Sgt Draper, Ralph M., S/Sgt 

F Sampson, Raymond D. ñSammyò, Maj 

(observer) 

Gregory, Ralph J. H., S/Sgt 

 



Thursday, 10 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  42-53371 ñDeath Windò A/C No.  41-12961 ñSpare Partsò 

P Spikes, Robert F. ñBobò, 2Lt Fineman, Ernest (NMI), 1Lt 

CP Spingler, Richard H. ñDickò, 2Lt Jung, Roland W. ñWongyò, 2Lt 

N None None 

B Garrett, Andy K., 2Lt Allison, John M. ñAlley Catò, Jr., 2Lt 

E Penson, Ralph D., S/Sgt Nelson, James E., S/Sgt 

R Jondro, William G., Jr., S/Sgt Hannemann, Carl D., S/Sgt 

G Wilson, Leo W., Cpl Popowski, Frank A., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-30002 A/C No.  41-29775 ñDouble Troubleò 

P Lungren, Charles D., 1Lt Shapiro, Leonard L. ñShapò, 1Lt 

CP Blanton, Ralph A., 2Lt Hengel, Edward D., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Orr, Douglas Cameron ñDougò, 2Lt Schulze, George F., S/Sgt 

E Ferrier, Jack G., S/Sgt Newhouse, Ralph W., S/Sgt 

R Skorupa, Benjamin (NMI), S/Sgt Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt 

G Vaccaro, Joseph M., S/Sgt Rider, Lawrence E. ñBusò, S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 57/mission 56) Group Mission # 69: 
 

 A/C No.  42-53371 ñDeath Windò A/C No.  41-12961 ñSpare Partsò 

P Spikes, Robert F. ñBobò, 2Lt Burns, John P. ñBusterò, 1Lt 

CP Spingler, Richard H. ñDickò, 2Lt Cohagan, McKinley B., 2Lt 

N None Weaver, Charles M. ñJugò, 1Lt 

B Garrett, Andy K., 2Lt Lingrel, Paul Warren ñBig Mooseò, 2Lt 

E Penson, Ralph D., S/Sgt None listed ï likely Perpich, Joseph G., 

S/Sgt 

R Jondro, William G., Jr., S/Sgt Nelson, Ralph V., S/Sgt 

G Wilson, Leo W., Cpl McCown, J. Logan, S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-32430 ñMiss Virginityò A/C No.  41-12997 ñSouthern Belleò 

P Morganti, Clyde J., 2Lt Andrews, Austin D. ñAndyò, 1Lt 

CP Althouse, Donald I., 2Lt McGowan, Francis E., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Holloway, Arthur M., 2Lt Joseph, Merwin J., 1Lt 

E None listed  ï likely Early, Frank X., 

S/Sgt 

Galich, Michael M., S/Sgt 

R Tracy, Boyd F., S/Sgt Carrin, Joseph S., S/Sgt 

G Hoskins, Raymond C., S/Sgt Tornio, Raymond A., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 



Thursday, 10 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-13210 ñBuckeye Cannon 

Ballò (flight leader) 
A/C No.  41-30000 ñRuff Stuffò 

P Seel, Peter B., Jr., 1Lt McDuff, Daniel R. ñRuff Stuffò, 2Lt 

CP Batchelder, Stephens H., 2Lt Nixon, Donald O., 2Lt 

N Bodine, Arnold F. ñBenny the Bumò, 1Lt None 

B Tate, Roy W., 2Lt Colby, John W., 2Lt 

E Nittle, Samuel (NMI), S/Sgt Lalum, Luther I., S/Sgt 

R Balsom, James P., S/Sgt Jackson, Edward B., T/Sgt 

G Jensen, Aage E., S/Sgt Osowiecki, Hendrick (NMI), S/Sgt 

F None Christensen, Lars (NMI), Sr., Pvt 

 A/C No.  42-64600 ñLady Luckò (flight 

leader) 
A/C No.  41-13181 ñThe Sophisticated 

Ladyò 

P Morton, William H. ñMortò, 1Lt DeMoss, Jack M., 1Lt 

CP Ackley, James H., 2Lt Hoffman, Charles W., 2Lt 

N Black, Donald (NMI) ñBlackieò, 1Lt None 

B Ghetia, George (NMI), 2Lt Quilty, Bernard F. ñBernieò, S/Sgt 

E None listed ï likely OôDonnell, Vincent 

T., S/Sgt 

Joseph, Edward R., S/Sgt 

R Fryer, John R., T/Sgt Hofstedt, John H., T/Sgt 

G DesJardins, Patrick H., S/Sgt Ludtke, Foster R., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29759 ñKentucky Ridge 

Runnerò 

A/C No.  41-13007 ñThe Harpò 

P Bugbee, James Metcalf ñJimò, 2Lt Richardson, Robert W. ñBig Richò, 1Lt 

CP Fallone, Henry J. ñHankò, 2Lt Hasty, Curtis B., 2Lt 

N None Daume, Oscar R., 1Lt 

B Holliman, Marion P., S/Sgt Lieberman, Stanley (NMI), 2Lt 

E OôDonnell, Vincent T., S/Sgt OôConnell, Daniel E., S/Sgt 

R Drogosch, Robert C., T/Sgt Cantrell, Walter A., T/Sgt 

G Werner, George P., Sgt Murphy, Russell E. ñThe Kidò, S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29775 ñDouble Troubleò A/C No.  41-30002 

P Shapiro, Leonard L. ñShapò, 1Lt Lungren, Charles D., 1Lt 

CP Hengel, Edward D., 2Lt Blanton, Ralph A., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Schulze, George F., S/Sgt Orr, Douglas Cameron ñDougò, 2Lt 

E Newhouse, Ralph W., S/Sgt Ferrier, Jack G., S/Sgt 

R Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt Skorupa, Benjamin (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Rider, Lawrence E. ñBusò, S/Sgt Vaccaro, Joseph M., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 



Thursday, 10 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-12925 ñHuckelberry 

Duckò 

 

P Grantham, Charles H. ñGrannyò, 1Lt  

CP Ashley, Wilson S., 1Lt  

N None  

B McCone, Walter G., 2Lt  

E Kramer, Gilbert W., S/Sgt  

R Anderson, Carl F., T/Sgt  

G Draper, Ralph M., S/Sgt  

F Gregory, Ralph J. H., S/Sgt  

 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  McDuff, Daniel R. ñRuff Stuffò, 1Lt, pilot (mission 19 and 20) 

ñOn June 10
th
 ñRuff Stuffò opened up twice to disgorge a total of 6,000 lbs. of bombs on 

the navy gun emplacements on Pantelleria.  We got up at 6 a.m. and by 12:30 had made 

one run.  The second run was completed about an hour before dark.  Again it was a milk 

runé 

 On those two runs Nixon did the flying over the target since we flew on the left 

wing of the lead ship, and for a change I got a good look at the place.  It looked like hell.  

Every time we dropped those 1,000 lb. jobs, we left a big towering column of dust and 

smoke where the target was before.  And we were not the only group to hit it.  In fact I 

hear that darn near every ship that carries bombs carried some on the milk run---and the 

place looked it.  There were big holes all over the place---and it looked like some giant 

had poured a sack of red dust down over the whole thing.  It was a wreck and, except for 

a few bursts of flak, no sign of life was evident.ò 

Nixon, Donald O., 1Lt, pilot  

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Spikes, Robert F. ñBobò, 1Lt, pilot (mission 18) 

TARGET:  Pantelleria AA position # 11 2:30 Plane 371 (42-53371 ñDeath Windò) 

ñTarget well covered.  Ammunition shack blown up. Flight leader Capt Bates. 4 

explosions.ò   

Bates, James P. ñJimmyò, Capt, pilot, 448
th
 BS 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Spikes, Robert F. ñBobò, 1Lt, pilot (mission 19) 

TARGET:  Pantelleria AA position # 4 2:40 Plane 371 (42-53371 ñDeath Windò) 

ñTarget believed well covered with bombs.  Target covered with dust and smoke.ò 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt, radio-gunner:   

ñThur. June 10, 1943 

 Went to Pantelleria, the milk run, twice today.  Wave after wave of planes were 

over it.  The whole island is a mass of smoke & fire - you can hardly see the place for the 

smoke - they canôt hold out much longer.ò 

 



Thursday, 10 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 56/mission 55) Group Mission # 68:  

(448
th
 BS did not participate) 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 57/mission 56) Group Mission # 69: Mission 

41 (69):  At 15:50 49 planes off to bomb 4 gun emplacements on Pantelleria, none 

returned early.  48 planes dropped 138 x 1000 bombs at 17:18 from 8500 feet, returned 

18:30.  NW point of target well covered, large proportion of bombs fell in target area.  

Weather:  4/10
th
 cover at target.  F/L: Veum, Stultz. 

 

 A/C No.  41-30001 (formation leader - 

flight leader) 
A/C No.  41-29998 ñLittle Joeò 

P Veum, Ole E., Capt Sinclair, Ervin W., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Bates, James P. ñJimmyò, Capt Driver, William J., F/O 

N Ligarde, Honore (NMI), 1Lt None 

B Brown, Robert H. ñBrownieò, Capt Moorman, Arthur L., Pvt 

E Porch, Dean O., Pvt Robb, Earl K., Pvt 

R Harding, John E., Pvt Orman, Virgil N., Pvt 

G Uzailko, George (NMI), Pvt Gurnee, Clarence E. ñShineò, Pvt 

F None Marrich, Martin K., 2Lt (observer) 

 A/C No.  41-29769 A/C No.  41-29774 

P Robert D., 1Lt Culp, Merle H., 1Lt 

CP Barton, Thomas M., F/O DeMuth, Robert D., 2Lt 

N Abbe, Richard A., 2Lt Boland, Chester H., 1Lt 

B Piasecki, Walter Charles, 2Lt Reich, William John, 2Lt 

E Long, Jeptha D., S/Sgt Poynter, Robert A., Pvt 

R Smith, Harry V., Pvt Watrous, Roger T., Pvt 

G Yutzy, Eli N., Pvt Ruggere, Mauro (NMI), Pvt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13172 ñBoyd Toydò A/C No.  42-64519 

P Urquhart, Donald A., 1Lt Brandt, Joseph R., 2Lt 

CP Coffey, Kenneth H. F., 2Lt Stewart, John C., 1Lt 

N Perry, Lawrence A., 2Lt None 

B Mundell, Roy E., 2Lt Tomerlin, Louis H., S/Sgt 

E Potosky, John S., Pvt Morris, Raymond A., S/Sgt 

R Lambert, Robert P., Sgt Altus, Irving (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Zeller, Michael C., S/Sgt Schomaker, John W., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 



Thursday, 10 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-30005 ñThe Duckò (flight 

leader) 
A/C No.  41-29770 

P Stultz, Raymond C., 1Lt Clough, Bernard L., 2Lt 

CP Wilt, Richard H., 2Lt Jacobson, Norman S., 2Lt 

N Thomas, Leo A., 2Lt Johnson, Robert E., 2Lt 

B Ellington, John H., Jr., 1Lt None listed ï likely the navigator 

E None listed ï likely Rude, Norman J., Pvt Masteller, Harry M., Pvt 

R None listed ï likely Mauder, Charles J., 

Cpl 

Papile, Frank M., Pvt 

G Woodin, Ropy A., S/Sgt LaRue, Augustin A., Pvt 

F None Silver, George A., III, Capt (observer) 

 A/C No.  42-64552 A/C No.  41-29765 

P Cassels, Richard E., 2Lt Hardzog, Walter A., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Brosnan, Cornelius G., 2Lt Wik, John R., 2Lt 

N None Cheetham, McClain (NMI), 1Lt 

B Colby, Arthur R., Pvt Abrams, Carl V., 2Lt 

E Larsen, Fred M., S/Sgt Ripple, William E. ñRipò, Pvt 

R Oates, Theodore R., S/Sgt Featherstone, Charles A. ñPappyò, Pvt 

G Ally, George B., S/Sgt Wallace, John R., Pvt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-12995 ñCharlieôs Auntò A/C No.  41-29776 

P Ford, Charles L. ñJuniorò, Jr., 1Lt Isaacson, Clayton M. ñIkeò, 1Lt 

CP Bruton, John E., 2Lt Haskell, John D., 2Lt 

N None Hurst, Joseph B., 1Lt 

B Gibbons, James (NMI), Jr., 1Lt Kruse, Norman L., 2Lt 

E Rodgers, Charles H., Jr., Pvt Vance, Paul S., Pvt 

R Lund, John L., Cpl Hilborne, Thomas G., S/Sgt 

G White, George E., Pvt Irby, Marvin J., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday, 11 June 1943 
 

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):   B-25's attack islands of 

Pantelleria in the Mediterranean and Lampedusa Island, Italy. Fighters escort the medium 

bombers to Pantelleria Island and fly cover during their bomb runs. After the British 1 

Division is landed unopposed, Pantelleria surrenders unconditionally. 

 

   WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):  An attack 

during the night of 10/11 Jun on Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean by Wellingtons is 

followed by morning and afternoon attacks by fighters and bombers of the Northwest 

African Air Force (NAAF), in conjunction with naval bombardment of the island. HQ 

86
th
 Bombardment Group (Light) and its 309

th
, 310

th
 and 311

th
 Bombardment Squadrons 

(Light) transfer with A-36's from French Morocco to Tafaraoui, Algeria. The 414
th
 Night 

Fighter Squadron, 2
nd

 Air Defense Wing transfers from La Senia, Algeria to Rerhaia, 

Algeria. The air echelon is in England training on Beaufighters. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   At 1100 on June 11, 1943, the seventieth mission took off 

with 29 planes to hit the Number 7 gun-emplacement and Elmo on Pantelleria.  They 

dropped 2,004 fragmentation bombs from an altitude of 4,500 to 5,500 feet.  Eleven 

planes were assigned to bomb Elmo.  They dropped 792 bombs and it is believed that hits 

were scored on the target, which was pretty well obscured by smoke.  One explosion was 

seen, equivalent to one usually made by a 500-pound bomb.  Two pilots reported a white 

cross placed on the airdrome.  Of the 18 planes assigned to bombing the gun-

emplacement, 17 planes released 1,212 bombs, the results of which were hidden by the 

clouds of smoke and dust.  One plane had only 11 clusters and one plane failed to release 

its bomb-load.  Hits were believed to have been scored on the target and the road, but 

results were not clearly known.  There were a few heavy bursts of flak.  Flight leaders 

were Maj. Cook, Lieut. Seel, Lieut. Bonus, Lieut. Morton, and Lieut. Martin.  General 

Ridenour of the 47
th
 Wing, Capt. Smith and Lieut. Dobbins flew as observers. 

Bonus, Robert M., 1Lt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

Cook, Bailey C., Maj, pilot, Commander, 445
th
 BS 

Dobbins, Daniel G., 1Lt, intelligence, HQ 321
st
 BG 

Martin, John K. "Kirk", 1Lt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Morton, William H. "Mort", 1Lt, pilot, 447
th
 BS 

Ridenour, Carlyle H., Brig Gen, HQ 47th Wing, Commander 

Seel, Peter B., Jr., 1Lt, pilot, 447
th
 BS 

Smith, William C. "Doc", Capt, Flight Surgeon, 445
th
 BS 

 Gun-emplacements ñeightò and ñnineteenò were the targets for the seventy-first 

mission which took off at 1200 on June 11, 1943 with 24 planes.  One plane returned 

early and the others dropped 1,470 fragmentation bombs from an altitude of 7,000 to 

8,000 feet at 1342.  Twelve planes were assigned to bomb the Number 8 gun-

emplacement and 852 bombs were dropped.  Though a number of the bombs fell short 

and over, the target was well-covered.  Eleven planes were assigned to bomb the 

nineteenth gun-emplacement and 618 bombs were dropped on the target area.  Flight  



Friday, 11 June 1943 (continued) 
 

leaders were Capt. Griffith, Lieut. Isaacson, Lieut. Bradley, and Lieut. Veum.  Observers 

were Capt. Silver and Lieut. Malone. 

Bradley, James L. "Jungle Jim", Jr., 1Lt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Griffith, Frank J. "Grif", Capt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Isaacson, Clayton M. ñIkeò, 1Lt, pilot, 448
th
 BS 

Malone, Robert C., 1Lt, personnel, 446
th
 BS 

Silver, George A., III, Capt, medical officer, 448
th
 BS 

Veum, Ole E., 1Lt, pilot, 448
th
 BS 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary: (Ops Order 58/mission 57) Group Mission # 70: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 70, 11 June 1943 

1. 321
st
 Bombardment Group (M) 

 

2. At  1100       29___    _B-25s__  took off to  bomb_   # 7 gun emplacement and Elmo    

            Time   No. A/C    Type A/C                 Mission                   Target 

on Pantelleria.  _None__ returned early.  __28___  dropped  2004 frag. bombs at   

                    No. A/C                           No. A/C          No. & Type 

1214 from 4500/5500 feet.  __29___ returned at 1330. 

Time              Alt.                 No. A/C                   Time 

                                

3. ELMO:  11 assigned; 11 released 792 bombs.  Target obscured by smoke but hits  

believed made.  One explosion seen about size 500 lb. bomb.  Two pilots 

report white cross on A/D. 

 

GUN EMPLACEMENT # 7:  18 assigned; 17 released 1212 bombs.  One plane had  

only 11 clusters, one plane failed to release.  Visibility impaired by smoke 

and dust but hits believed made on target and road. 

 

4. Air --- Landing operation in progress. 

Marine -- None. 

Flak -- Few bursts of heavy. 

     

5. En-route -- Scattered showers.  7/10 alto stratus lowering to 9000 feet. 

Target -- Hazy, 3/10 low stratus N. of target. 

Return -- 3/10 towering cumulus, base at 8000 feet.  

 

6. None. 

Flight leaders -- Major Cook, Lts. Bonus, Seel, Morton, Martin. 

Route -- Over field at 3000 feet at 1130.  Then to coast at 4000 feet, at 1155.  Left  

   turn after bomb run and home. 
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Observers -- General Ridenour, Captain Smith, Lt. Dobbins. 

Number of sorties flown --29 

Photos taken. 

 

        FRANCIS R. PEMBERTON, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Intelligence Officer 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary: (Ops Order 59/mission 58) Group Mission # 71: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 71, 11 June 1943 

1. 321
st
 Bombardment Group (M) 

 

2. At  1200       24___    _B-25s__  took off to  bomb_   gun emplacement # 19 & 8    

            Time   No. A/C    Type A/C                 Mission                   Target 

on Pantelleria.  __One__ returned early. Believed landed at Tunis.  __23___  dropped   

                         No. A/C                                                                     No. A/C 

1470 frags bombs from 7000/8000 ft.  at 1342.  __23___ returned at 1435. 

No. & Type                            Alt.              Time   No. A/C                   Time 

                                

3. GUN EMPLACEMENT # 8:  12 assigned; 12 released 852 bombs.  1 cluster dropped  

safe.  Target believed well covered, though number of 

bombs were short and over. 

 

GUN EMPLACEMENT # 19: 18 assigned; 10 released 618 bombs.  One plane failed  

to release.  17 clusters salvoed.  Hits made in target 

area.  Target # 20 also hit. 

 

4. Air -- Landing operation in progress. 

Marine -- None. 

Flak -- None. 

     

5. En-route -- Scattered showers, 7/10 cumulus at 10,000. 

Target -- Some haze, scattered showers. 

Return -- Thunderstorms with showers in vicinity of field. 

 

6. None. 

Flight leaders -- Captain Griffith, Lts. Isaacson, Bradley, and Veum. 

Route --- Circled field at 4000 feet at 1210.  Left coast at 1217 and climbed to 8000  

          feet.  Made bomb run 12 minutes late at 1342, due to wait for escort.  Left  

          turn and home at 5000 feet. 
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Observers ï Captain Silver, Lt. Malone. 

Number of sorties flown --52 

Photos taken.      FRANCIS R. PEMBERTON, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Intelligence Officer 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   (No non-mission information) 

 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 58/mission 57) Group Mission # 70: 29 B-

25ôs (10 from the 445
th
) took off to bomb No. 7 gun emplacements and airdrome at 

Pantelleria.  720 x 20 lb. frags were dropped by the 445
th
.  The results of the bombing 

were obscured by the dust and smoke.   Two of our pilots saw the white cross on the 

airdrome which indicated the surrender of the island. 

 

 A/C No.  42-53373 (flight leader) A/C No.  41-30387 ñKay Girlò 

P Cook, Bailey C., Maj, Commander Gunter, Macon A., Jr., 2Lt 

CP Hartmeister, Joel T., 2Lt Shaw, William H., 2Lt 

N Larson, Harold W., 2Lt Bsharah, Norman (NMI), 2Lt 

B Buckingham, Richard P., 1Lt McLeod, Jack P., 2Lt 

E Toy, Joseph R., T/Sgt Perry, Gilbert R., S/Sgt 

R Eagan, Joseph E., T/Sgt Anthony, Loren R., S/Sgt 

G Carleo, John J., S/Sgt Moynihan, Walter F., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64527 ñSycamore 1½ 

Judyò 

A/C No.  42-53428 ñThe Wolf IIò 

P Kelley, Edward T., 2Lt Walker, James O., Jr., 2Lt 

CP Farrell, Robert A. ñBaldyò, 2Lt Miller, Gail G., 2Lt 

N None Wilson, Samuel P., Jr., 2Lt 

B Czapski, Bernard S., 2Lt Kazich, Rudolph William, S/Sgt 

E Merrill, Joseph H., S/Sgt Melhorn, Raymond W., S/Sgt 

R McIntosh, Kermit S., S/Sgt Garner, Argyle R., T/Sgt 

G Nickens, Cletus P., Pvt Boyette, Roy E., Pvt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13179 ñBoogerò A/C No.  41-13211 

P McGee, William N., 1Lt McLaughlin, Guy J., Jr., 2Lt 

CP Hoekman, Robert D., 2Lt Triplett, Walter A., 2Lt 

N Evans, James H. ñTwo-Gunsò, 2Lt None 

B McKeever, Francis D., 2Lt Springer, Richard L., S/Sgt 

E Littleton, Willis W., S/Sgt Conners, Howard J., S/Sgt 

R Nebesnak, Edward (NMI), T/Sgt Gregory, John N., T/Sgt 

G Zuckerbrod, Saul (NMI), S/Sgt Binkowski, Stephen J., S/Sgt 

F Dobbins, Daniel G., 1Lt, HQ 321
st
 BG 

(observer) 

Pierce, William V., S/Sgt 
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 A/C No.  42-64575 (flight leader) A/C No.  42-64675 (No art - "Poochie"  

under bombardier's window) 

P Bonus, Robert M., 1Lt Fisher, James Buckner, Jr., 1Lt 

CP Hughes, Clark E., 2Lt Behrhorst, Donald C., 2Lt 

N Garrison, Fred H., 2Lt Osburn, Hobart G. ñBartò, 2Lt 

B McEnroe, Henry A., 2Lt Cossel, Peter G., S/Sgt 

E Laird, Ellsworth A., Jr., S/Sgt Webster, Raymond L., S/Sgt 

R Nicholson, John F., T/Sgt Stapfer, Arthur (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Bryant, James C., S/Sgt Kilejian, Herbert Peter ñPeterò, Sgt 

F Smith, William C. ñDocò, Capt 

(observer) 

None 

 A/C No.  41-12924 ñPatriciaò A/C No.  41-13198 ñMaybelleò 

P Clinton, Wayne C., 1Lt Whiteford, Floyd R. ñWhiteyò, 1Lt 

CP Armstrong, Stanley K., 2Lt Mamerow, George A., 2Lt 

N Becker, Virgil C., 2Lt Anderson, Charles C., 2Lt 

B Morgan, Robert E., S/Sgt Eiland, Claude L., 2Lt 

E Brainard, Walter R., S/Sgt Curtis, Alton D., S/Sgt 

R Curtis, Raymond T., T/Sgt Cirals, Ted (NMI) ñTeddieò, T/Sgt 

G Arvo, Nillo Richard, S/Sgt Ewald, Paul E., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64516 A/C No.  41-13201 ñPoopsieò 

P Rudolph, Raymond L. ñRudyò, 1Lt Kayser, Robert B., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Kailer, William Frederick ñBillò, 2Lt Kent, William S., 2Lt 

N Heflin, Norman H. B., 2Lt None 

B Klunk, Edward F., S/Sgt Liebl, Ralph Kenneth, 2Lt 

E Krause, Kenneth K., S/Sgt Lambert, Richard L., S/Sgt 

R Carson, Donald (NMI), S/Sgt Boyd, Ewell V., S/Sgt 

G Quintin, Stanley J., Sgt Whitmore, Ernest L., S/Sgt 

F Jones, Casey (NMI), 2Lt (passenger) Turner, Clyde R. ñBulldogò, Sgt 

 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 59/mission 58) Group Mission # 71: 

(445
th
 BS did not participate) 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  (No non-mission information) 

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 58/mission 57) Group Mission # 70: Group 

mission 57, Sqdn 49.  3 planes led by Lt. Martin to the gun emplacements at Pantelleria.  

Target was fairly well covered by frag bombs. 
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 A/C No.  41-13197 (flight leader) A/C No.  41-13008 

P Martin, John K. ñKirkò, 1Lt Schmidt, Frederick C. ñFredò, 1Lt 

CP Brown, Aud W., 2Lt Dains, Thomas E., 2Lt 

N None Braucher, David C., 2Lt 

B Meehan, James M., 2Lt None listed ï likely the navigator 

E StAntoine, James J., S/Sgt Kovis, Joseph C., S/Sgt 

R Sidlik, Theophil S., T/Sgt Walsh, Thaddeus J., S/Sgt 

G Gehrts, Walter F., S/Sgt Hermanson, Ingwal J., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13200  

P Axson, Ralph Leonidas, Jr., 1Lt  

CP Coffey, Noel Francis, 2Lt  

N None  

B Fieldon, Gordon S. ñJackò, S/Sgt  

E Ludwig, Elvin C., S/Sgt  

R Shields, James A., T/Sgt  

G Mitchell, Edgar V., S/Sgt  

F Benson, Henry E., S/Sgt  

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 59/mission 58) Group Mission # 71: Group 

mission 58, Sqdn 50 composed of 11 planes.  Capt. Griffith led the Group to Pantelleria 

gun emplacements.  Frag bombs covered the target very well. 

 

 A/C No.  42-29771 A/C No.  42-32432 ñHellôs Angelò 

(flight leader) 

P VanArtsdalen, Charles M., 1Lt Bradley, James L. ñJungle Jimò, Jr., 1Lt 

CP Conner, Clarence H., 2Lt Wright, Theodore O., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Vink, Virgil Francis, 2Lt Anzalone, Benjamin W., 2Lt 

E Mencher, Fred S., S/Sgt None listed 

R Friscia, Frank J., Jr., T/Sgt Sheldon, Victor W., T/Sgt 

G Rockafellow, Alfred A., S/Sgt Lovell, Curtis L., S/Sgt 

F None Knapp, Robert Duane, Col, HQ 321
st
 BG 

Commander (observer) 

 A/C No.  42-53377 ñFlag Shipò 
formation leader - flight leader) 

A/C No.  41-12928 ñBuzz Wagonò 

P Griffith, Frank J. ñGrifò, Capt Bailey, Harold Merle ñBuzzò, 1Lt 

CP Boulton, Richard E., 2Lt Bleech, John (NMI), 2Lt 

N Caldwell, Herman B., Jr., 1Lt None 

B Marek, Joseph Rudolph, 2Lt Brei, Harold G., Sgt 

E Mitchell, Lance M., S/Sgt Kniffin, George Kenneth, S/Sgt 

R Haley, Woodrow H., T/Sgt Haasch, George F., T/Sgt 

G Dykes, Billy (NMI), S/Sgt Grant, Ronald A., S/Sgt 

F None Malone, Robert C., 1Lt (observer) 



Friday, 11 June 1943 (continued) 
  

 

 A/C No.  41-29760 ñHonky Tonkò A/C No.  41-29764 ñMontana Sheep 

Herderò 

P Orrantia, Gilbert D., 2Lt Cosner, Oliver J. ñOllieò, 1Lt 

CP Bettinger, Howard P., 2Lt Boyd, Kenneth E., 2Lt 

N Schad, Harlan C., 2Lt None 

B  DeWitt, Joe B., S/Sgt 

E Kemp, Quentin B., S/Sgt Misik, John (NMI), S/Sgt 

R Leahy, Richard P. ñDickò, T/Sgt Kreig, Thomas E., T/Sgt 

G Hershberger, Ralph G., Jr., PFC Elk, Charles (NMI), S/Sgt 

F Wisnesky, Benjamin H., S/Sgt  Ford, George L., 1Lt (observer) 

 A/C No.  41-64511 ñThe Madam 2 of 

St. Joeò 

A/C No.  42-64509 ñArkansas Traveler 

IIò (future ñEnid II, ñNo Peekinôò) 

P Garmon, James M. ñMaxò, 1Lt Browning, Eugene S. ñSquifò, 1Lt 

CP DeMuth, Robert D., 2Lt, 448
th
 BS Kirk, Robert H., 2Lt 

N McCarter, Elmer H., Capt None 

B Manning, Rodney Allen, 2Lt Lantz, Daniel W., S/Sgt 

E None listed ï likely Mercuri, Ralph W., 

S/Sgt 

Sawyer, George D., S/Sgt 

R Foley, Gerald M., T/Sgt Swenson, Stanley C., T/Sgt 

G Wray, Charles E., S/Sgt Miles, Thomas P., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64599 ñOld 99 - PLUTO - 

Pee Weeò 

A/C No.  41-13192 

P Williams, Wallace (NMI) ñSpikeò, Jr., 

1Lt 

Porter, Jack Grafton, 1Lt 

CP Morris, Richard Pervis, ñBig Moeò, Jr., 

2Lt 

Tapper, George G., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Porter, Walter E., S/Sgt Pillman, Frank W., S/Sgt 

E McKibben, Walter D., Jr., S/Sgt Lytle, Logan Lee, S/Sgt 

R Sheehan, William F., T/Sgt Nicholson, John E., T/Sgt 

G Zook, Urie H., S/Sgt Blick, Oliver L., Cpl 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-12963 ñMissouri Waltzò  

P Chappell, Howard L., 1Lt  

CP Carr, Philip O., 2Lt  

N None  

B Chamberlain, Don C., S/Sgt  

E Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt  

R Beach, Louis A., T/Sgt  

G Edwards, David R., Pvt  

F None  

 



Friday, 11 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt, engineer-gunner (mission 6) 

ñ# 6 June 11, 1943  Time 2:45 Sqdn Mission # 50 Gr. Mission # 58   

Fragmentation bombs    Pantelleria G/emp- 

Formation Leader - Capt. Griffith       

Results - Target well covered as briefed 

Remarks - No Flak or Fighters .     

Ship number - 41-12963 ñMissouri Waltzò Formation 4:2 

P- Chappell, CP - Carr, B - Chamberlain, E - Kaney, RG- Beach, G -Edwards 

Beach, Louis A., T/Sgt, radio-gunner            Brown, John Roland, 2Lt, bombardier 

Carr, Philip O., 2Lt, pilot             Chappell, Howard L., 1Lt, pilot 

Edwards, David R., Pvt, gunner            Griffith, Frank J. ñGrifò, Capt, pilot 

Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt, engineer-gunner            Lazer, Robert E., Cpl, radio-gunner 

McCarter, Elmer H., Capt, navigator    

 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:   Fourteen of our planes participated in a raid today on the gun 

emplacements along the coast of Pantelleria.  Allied ships were observed moving into the 

harbor and the white cross of unconditional surrender was seen by some of the crews on 

the landing ground on the island.  There was little or no resistance encountered by the 

Allied landing forces and it is generally conceded that the island was bombed into 

submission---the first time in history that a stronghold such as this has fallen as a result of 

aerial attack only.  Our squadron is justly proud of the part it played in causing the island 

to fall.  Lt. Burns was scheduled to go on todayôs mission but while taxiing out to the 

runway his ship hit a covered slit trench, sunk in and one prop was bent. 

 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 58/mission 57) Group Mission # 70:  

 

 A/C No.  41-13181 ñThe Sophisticated 

Ladyò 

A/C No.  41-13210 ñBuckeye Cannon 

Ballò (flight leader) 

P DeMoss, Jack M., 1Lt Seel, Peter B., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Hoffman, Charles W., 2Lt Olmsted, Charles T., Lt Col, HQ 321
st
 

BG 

N None Bodine, Arnold F. ñBenny the Bumò, 1Lt 

B Quilty, Bernard F. ñBernieò, S/Sgt Tate, Roy W., 2Lt 

E Joseph, Edward R., S/Sgt Nittle, Samuel (NMI), S/Sgt 

R Hofstedt, John H., T/Sgt Jensen, Aage E., S/Sgt 

G Ludtke, Foster R., S/Sgt Balsom, James P., S/Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No.  42-32498 ñDumboò A/C No.  41-30000 ñRuff Stuffò 

P Bugbee, James Metcalf ñJimò, 2Lt McDuff, Daniel R. ñRuff Stuffò, 2Lt 

CP Fallone, Henry J. ñHankò, 2Lt Nixon, Donald O., 2Lt 

N None Colby, John W., 2Lt 

B Holliman, Marion P., S/Sgt None listed ï likely the navigator 

E None listed ï likely Sheets, Ralph M., 

S/Sgt 

Lalum, Luther I., S/Sgt 

R Drogosch, Robert C., T/Sgt Jackson, Edward B., T/Sgt 

G Werner, George P., Sgt Osowiecki, Hendrick (NMI), S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-12961 ñSpare Partsò A/C No.  42-53371 ñDeath Windò 

P Fineman, Ernest (NMI), 1Lt Spikes, Robert F. ñBobò, 2Lt 

CP Jung, Roland W. ñWongyò, 2Lt Spingler, Richard H. ñDickò, 2Lt 

N None None 

B Allison, John M. ñAlley Catò, Jr., 2Lt Garrett, Andy K., 2Lt 

E Nelson, James E., S/Sgt Penson, Ralph D., S/Sgt 

R Hannemann, Carl D., S/Sgt Jondro, William G., Jr., S/Sgt 

G Popowski, Frank A., S/Sgt Wilson, Leo W., Cpl 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-12997 ñSouthern Belleò A/C No.  42-64600 ñLady Luckò (flight 

leader) 

P Andrews, Austin D. ñAndyò, 1Lt Morton, William H. ñMortò, 1Lt 

CP McGowan, Francis E., 2Lt Ackley, James H., 2Lt 

N None Black, Donald (NMI) ñBlackieò, 1Lt 

B Joseph, Merwin J., 1Lt Ghetia, George (NMI), 2Lt 

E Galich, Michael M., S/Sgt None listed ï likely OôDonnell, Vincent 

T., S/Sgt 

R Carrin, Joseph S., S/Sgt Fryer, John R., T/Sgt 

G Tornio, Raymond A., Sgt DesJardins, Patrick H., S/Sgt 

F None Sampson, Raymond D. ñSammyò, Maj, 

Commander (observer) 

 A/C No.  41-30002 A/C No.  41-12930 ñSNAFUò 

P Lungren, Charles D., 1Lt Brinkley, Hamilton M., 1Lt 

CP Blanton, Ralph A., 2Lt Brinkley, Wilton R., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Orr, Douglas Cameron ñDougò, 2Lt Hartis, John G., 2Lt 

E Ferrier, Jack G., S/Sgt Lankford, Raymond D., S/Sgt 

R Vaccaro, Joseph M., S/Sgt Stanton, James E. ñJimò, T/Sgt 

G Skorupa, Benjamin (NMI), S/Sgt Gouvin, Henry J., S/Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No.  41-13007 ñThe Harpò A/C No.  41-13175 ñThe Saint Myrtle 

IIò 

P Richardson, Robert W. ñBig Richò, 1Lt Fabling, Charles R., 1Lt 

CP Hasty, Curtis B., 2Lt Althouse, Donald I., 2Lt 

N Daume, Oscar R., 1Lt None 

B Lieberman, Stanley (NMI), 2Lt Jones, Vaughn W. ñJonesyò, S/Sgt 

E OôConnell, Daniel E., S/Sgt Sparby, Arnold R., S/Sgt 

R Cantrell, Walter A., T/Sgt Gregory, Ralph J. H., S/Sgt 

G Murphy, Russell E. ñThe Kidò, S/Sgt Murphy, James C., T/Sgt, HQ 321
st
 BG 

F None Christenson, Lars (NMI), Sr., Pvt 

 A/C No.  41-29759 ñKentucky Ridge 

Runnerò 

A/C No.  41-29775 ñDouble Troubleò 

P Grantham, Charles H. ñGrannyò, 1Lt Shapiro, Leonard L. ñShapò, 1Lt 

CP Ashley, Wilson S., 2Lt Hengel, Edward D., 2Lt 

N None None 

B McCone, Walter G., 2Lt Schulze, George F., S/Sgt 

E Kramer, Gilbert W., S/Sgt Newhouse, Ralph W., S/Sgt 

R Anderson, Chester E., T/Sgt Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt 

G Draper, Ralph M., S/Sgt Rider, Lawrence E. ñBusò, S/Sgt 

F None Ridenour, Carlyle H., Brig Gen, HQ 47
th
 

Wing Commander (observer) 

 A/C No.   unknown (did not take off - 

hit trench and bent prop, during taxi) 

Only pilot identified ï likely crew is: 

 

P Burns, John P. ñBusterò, 1Lt  

CP Cohagan, McKinley B., 2Lt  

N Weaver, Charles M. ñJugò, 1Lt  

B Lingrel, Paul Warren ñBig Mooseò, 2Lt  

E Perpich, Joseph G., S/Sgt  

R Nelson, Ralph V., S/Sgt  

G McCown, J. Logan, S/Sgt  

F None  

 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 59/mission 58) Group Mission # 71: 

(447
th
 BS did not participate) 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  McDuff, Daniel R. ñRuff Stuffò, 1Lt, pilot (mission 21)  

ñToday, June 11
th
, I went out on the Milk Run again for my 21

st
 mission and saw history 

in the making.  Boats of all sizes were off shore on the west side of the island, the larger 

naval vessels steaming around shelling the island; the troop ships at anchor, kicking off 

smaller landing barges, some of which were already in the harbor.  Black smoke and dust 

were rising from the harbor and the town, and from the looks of it, all hell was breaking 

loose. 



Friday, 11 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 We dropped frag bombs on a hill between the town and the airfield, and came 

away uneventfully.  The sky was full of fighters---all ours---and the situation in the air 

seemed well in hand.  We flew calmly on for an instant after dropping our bombs, then 

made a long, slow diving turn to the left.  We zigzagged slightly just in case someone 

might have been aiming a gun at us---but if they were they never pulled the trigger.  We 

flew unmolested back to the coast and came off about 20 or 30 miles up the coast and 

west of the point where we had gone in.  And in this section there was another and 

probably larger invasion fleet!  Transports were disgorging their landing craft, 

destroyers were darting about, and larger vessels (probably cruisers) were going around 

in semi-circles and letting go now and then with a broadside toward shore.  No one tried 

to count the number of vessels in this group because it went out of sight up the coast to 

the west as far as we could see.  Just off shore we turned west and flew almost parallel to 

the coast for quite a while and for as long as we could see it we could see boats off the 

shore. 

 As fast as I or anyone else could tell they were meeting no resistance.  But we 

really couldnôt tell very well---all we could be even partially certain of was that there 

was no large gun fire from the shore.  There were no shell splashes around the vessels of 

the invasion fleet. 

 We came on home and except for the fact that I was leading an element again, the 

mission was highly routine. 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Spikes, Robert F. ñBobò, 1Lt, pilot (mission 20) 

TARGET:  Pantelleria AA position # 7 2:30 Plane 371 (42-53371 ñDeath Windò) 

ñInvasion of Pantelleria.  Flight leader Lt. Seel.ò 

Seel, Peter B., Jr., 1Lt, pilot 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt, radio-gunner:   

ñFri. June 11, 1943 

 Our mission was to Pantelleria again - they made a landing and was taking it 

over.  The Navy really put on a show - there was everything from landing boats to battle 

ships.  They should surrender by night - the port surrendered this morning.ò 

 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 58/mission 57) Group Mission # 70: 

(448
th
 BS did not participate) 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 59/mission 58) Group Mission # 71: Mission 

42 (71):  At 12:00 24 planes off to bomb gun emplacement #1908 on Pantelleria, one 

plane returned early.  23 dropped 1470 frags from 7000 feet at 13:42, all returned at 

14:35.  Gun emplacement well covered, no flak, no fighters.  Weather:  Scattered 

showers.  F/L:  Veum, Isaacson. 



Friday, 11 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-29967 A/C No.  41-13172 ñBoyd Toydò 

P McCurry, Milton L., 1Lt Urquhart, Donald A., 1Lt 

CP Bowman, William W., 2Lt Coffey, Kenneth H. F., 2Lt 

N None Perry, Lawrence A., 2Lt 

B Tomerlin, Louis H., S/Sgt Mundell, Roy E., 1Lt 

E Coleman, Smith B., S/Sgt Potosky, John S., Pvt 

R Hardy, Alexander A., Sgt Lambert, Robert P., Sgt 

G Hopkins, Edgar G., Sgt Zeller, Michael C., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29769 A/C No.  41-29765 

P Davies, Robert D., 1Lt Hardzog, Walter A., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Barton, Thomas M., F/O Wik, John R., Jr., 2Lt 

N Abbe, Richard A., 2Lt Cheetham, McClain (NMI), 1Lt 

B Piasecki, Walter Charles, 2Lt Abrams, Carl V., 2Lt 

E Long, Jeptha D., S/Sgt Ripple, William E. ñRipò, Pvt 

R Smith, Harry V., Pvt Featherstone, Charles A. ñPappyò, Pvt 

G Yutzy, Eli N., Pvt Wallace, John R., Pvt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-12995 ñCharlieôs Auntò A/C No.  41-29774 (flight leader) 

P Ford, Charles L. ñJuniorò, Jr., 1Lt Veum, Ole E., Capt 

CP Bruton, John E., 2Lt Conway, John G., Sr., 1Lt 

N Gibbons, James (NMI), Jr., 1Lt Holt, William E., 2Lt 

B Navigator filling both B & N positions Mims, Joe Argailus, 1Lt 

E Rodgers, Charles H., Jr., Pvt Porch, Dean O., Pvt 

R Lund, John L., Cpl Harding, John E., Pvt 

G White, George E., Pvt Uzailko, George (NMI), Pvt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29770 A/C No.  41-12926 ñHawkeyeò 

P Clough, Bernard L., 2Lt Moore, Leland A., 1Lt 

CP Jacobson, Norman S., 2Lt Tolton, Justin C., 1Lt 

N None None 

B Johnson, Robert E., 2Lt Petrich, Raymond George, 2Lt 

E Masteller, Harry M., Pvt Pitts, Lawrence P., Pvt 

R Papile, Frank M., Pvt Polinsky, Marvin J., Pvt 

G LaRue, Augustin A., Pvt Ryal, Clarence M., Pvt 

F Ellison, Travis E., Sgt  Silver, George A., III, Capt (observer) 
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 A/C No.  41-29776 (flight leader) A/C No.  42-64552 

P Isaacson, Clayton M. ñIkeò, 1Lt Brosnan, Cornelius G., 2Lt 

CP Haskell, John D., 2Lt Cassels, Richard E., 2Lt 

N Hurst, Joseph B., 1Lt None 

B Kruse, Norman L., 2Lt Colby, Arthur R., Pvt 

E Spencer, John S., T/Sgt Larsen, Fred M., S/Sgt 

R Hilborne, Thomas G., S/Sgt Oates, Theodore R., S/Sgt 

G Irby, Marvin J., S/Sgt Ally, George B., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64519 A/C No.  41-30005 ñThe Duckò 

P Stewart, John C., 1Lt Garrett, Thaddeus D., 2Lt 

CP Brandt, Joseph R., 2Lt Fleming, George B., F/O 

N None None 

B Reich, William John, 2Lt Moorman, Arthur L., Pvt 

E Morris, Raymond A., S/Sgt None listed ï likely Lambert, Robert P., 

Sgt 

R Altus, Irving (NMI), S/Sgt Vizzacco, Rocco (NMI), Pvt 

G Schomaker, John W., S/Sgt Taylor, Henry F., Pvt 

F None Hobart, Walter W., PFC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, 12 June 1943 
 

321
st
 Bomb Group Headlines: 
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USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):   B-25's, escorted by P-

40's, attack Lampedusa Island in the Mediterranean. The island surrenders 

unconditionally, and Coldstream Guards go ashore and take charge 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):   North-

west African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) and Northwest Tactical Air Force (Northwest 

Tactical Air Force (NATAF)) fighters, light, medium and heavy bombers hit Lampedusa 

Island in the Mediterranean.  In Sicily, B-17's and B-26's bomb Castelvetrano, 

Boccadifalco, and Milo Airfields. 

 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   The port, town, and adjacent area of Lampedusa were targets 

of the seventy-second mission which took off at 1130 on June 12, 1943 with 26 planes.  

They dropped 155 five-hundred pound bombs with .1 and .025 fusing from 9,000 to 

10,000 feet at 1258.  All planes returned at 1405, after the targets were well covered with 

a good pattern of bombs.  Much smoke was observed from the area as the formation left.  

Flight leaders were Capt. Griffith, Lieut. Morton, Lieut. Burns, and Lieut. Bradley.  

Lieut. Col. Bremicker and Capt. Canning were observers on this mission. 

Bradley, James L. "Jungle Jim", Jr., 1Lt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Bremicker, Carl T., Lt Col, pilot, HQ 47
th
 Wing 

Burns, John P. "Buster", 1Lt, pilot, 447
th
 BS 

Canning, John A., Capt, Medical Officer, 447
th
 BS 

Griffith, Frank J. "Grif", Capt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Morton, William H. "Mort", 1Lt, pilot, 447
th
 BS 

 

 A mission of 24 planes took off on a second mission on June 12, 1943, to make 

the seventy-third mission, and to again bomb the port, town, and adjacent area of 

Lampedusa.  They dropped 139 five-hundred pound bombs from 8,000 to 10,000 feet.  

Strings of bombs fell through the town and harbor installations, radio building, small 

boats on shore and gun-emplacements.  Flight leaders were Capt. Veum, Capt. Tipton, 

Lieut. Stultz and Lieut. Bonus.  Capt. Nickerson flew as an observer. 

Bonus, Robert M., 1Lt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

Nickerson, James E. "Nick", Capt, intelligence, 445
th
 BS 

Stultz, Raymond B., 1Lt, pilot, 448
th
 BS 

Tipton, Richard Pike "Tip", Capt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

Veum, Ole E., Capt, pilot, 448
th
 BS 
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HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary: (Ops Order 60/mission 59) Group Mission # 72: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 72, 12 June 1943 

1. 321
st
 Bombardment Group (M) 

2. At  1130       26___    _B-25s__  took off to  bomb_   Port, town, and adjacent area of  

      Time   No. A/C    Type A/C                 Mission                     Target 

 

Lampedusa.   __None_ returned early.  __26___  dropped  155x500 lb. bombs with  

                       No. A/C                           No. A/C                         No. & Type 

1/10 and .025 fusing from 9000/10,000 feet at 1258.  __26__ returned at 1405. 

                                                 Al t.                    Time  No. A/C                  Time                            

                                

3. The target including buildings, docks, radio station and E. side of A/D were covered 

with good pattern of bombs.  Much smoke observed from area as formation left. 

 

4. Air -- 6 T/E single tail E/A parked in square at N. center of field.  2 E/A heading 135°  

    flew away low at approach. 

Marine -- One report of 5 small M/V in harbor, and number of fishing boats on shore. 

Flak -- None. 

     

5. Enroute -- 7/10 coverage at 5500 feet.  Visibility 10 miles. 

Target -- Scattered clouds at 3500.  Visibility 10 miles. 

Return -- Scattered clouds at 7000 feet. 

 

6. None. 

Route --- Circled field at 3000 feet.  On course at 1157.  Leveled off at 1203 at 4500  

feet.  Started climb for bomb run at 1222 as approached Sousse.  Made 

bomb run at 1258, then diving turn to left and home at 5000 feet. 

          

Flight leaders -- Lts. Morton, Burns, Capt. Griffith and Lt. Bradley. 

Observers -- Lt. Colonel Bremicker, and Captain Canning. 

Number of sorties flown --26 

Photos taken.      FRANCIS R. PEMBERTON, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Intelligence Officer 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary: (Ops Order 61/mission 60) Group Mission # 73: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 73, 12 June 1943 

1. 321
st
 Bombardment Group (M) 

2. At  1339       24___    _B-25s__  took off to  bomb_   Port, town, and adjacent area of  

      Time   No. A/C    Type A/C                 Mission                     Target 

 



Saturday, 12 June 1943 (continued) 
 

Lampedusa.  __None_ returned early. __24___ dropped  139x500 lb bombs with 1/10 

                      No. A/C                          No. A/C                No. & Type 

and .025 fusing from 8000/10,000 ft. at 1510, 5 salvoed.  __24__ returned at 1619. 

                                                   Alt.               Time                    No. A/C         Time                                                                             

 

3. Strings of bombs fell through town.  Harbor installations, radio building, small boats 

on shore, gun emplacements all hit. 

 

4. Air -- 5 S/E fighters reported by one pilot on N. side of A/D.  Fires seen in town when  

   approaching. 

Marine -- One report of naval vessels shelling shore. 

Flak -- None. 

     

5. Enroute -- 3/10 scattered clouds at 6500 to coast; clear from coast. 

Target -- Scattered clouds, 3/10 at 11,000 feet. 

Return -- Slight haze. 

 

6. None. 

Route --- Circled field at 4000 feet at 1350.  On course at 4000 feet at 1403.  Reached  

coast at 1431 at 9200.  Made bomb run at 9000 at 1510.  Left turn and 

home at 6000 feet. 

 

Flight leaders ï Captains Veum and Tipton, Lts. Stultz and Bonus. 

Observers --- Captain Nickerson. 

Number of sorties flown -- 50 (total for both missions)  

Photos taken. 

        FRANCIS R. PEMBERTON, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Intelligence Officer 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   The men usually make one trip a day into Souk El Arba to buy 

apricots which is the only fruit which is ripe in this area now. 

 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 60/mission 59) Group Mission # 72: 

(445
th
 BS did not participate) 

 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 61/mission 60) Group Mission # 73: Twenty 

four -25ôs (12 of the 445
th
) took off at 13:39 to bomb the town and adjacent area of 

Lampedusa.  92 x 500 Demo. Bombs were dropped by the 445
th
 from 9,000 ft.  The 

escort was 12 P-38ôs from the 82
nd

 fighter group.  A string of bombs fell through the 

town, harbor installations, radio building and small boats on shore.  A couple gun 

emplacements were hit.   
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 A/C No.  42-64527 ñSycamore 1½ 

Judyò (flight leader) 
A/C No.  41-13198 ñMaybelleò 

P Tipton, Richard Pike ñTipò, Capt Fisher, James Buckner, Jr., 1Lt 

CP Frey, Ernest A., 2Lt Behrhorst, Donald C., 2Lt 

N Bsharah, Norman (NMI), 2Lt None 

B Evans, James H. ñTwo-Gunsò, 2Lt Cossel, Peter G., S/Sgt 

E Finn, Robert F., S/Sgt Webster, Raymond L., S/Sgt 

R Chereski, John J., S/Sgt Stapfer, Arthur (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Klocke, Francis J., S/Sgt Kilejian, Herbert Peter ñPeterò, S/Sgt 

F Nickerson, James E. ñNickò, Capt 

(observer) 

Knapp, Robert Duane, Col, HQ 321
st
 BG 

Commander (observer) 

 A/C No.  41-13201 ñPoopsieò A/C No.  42-53373 

P Kayser, Robert B., Jr., 1Lt Hartmeister, Joel T., 2Lt 

CP Kent, William S., 2Lt Kailer, William Frederick ñBillò, 2Lt 

N None None 

B Liebl, Ralph Kenneth, 2Lt Buckingham, Richard P., 1Lt 

E Lambert, Richard L., S/Sgt Toy, Joseph R., T/Sgt 

R Gallaher, Dewitt C., T/Sgt Eagan, Joseph E., T/Sgt 

G Whitmore, Ernest L., S/Sgt Carleo, John J., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-30387 ñKay Girlò A/C No.  41-12924 ñPatriciaò 

P Gunter, Macon A., Jr., 2Lt Clinton, Wayne C., 1Lt 

CP Shaw, William H., 2Lt Armstrong, Stanley K., 2Lt 

N None None 

B McLeod, Jack P., 2Lt Morgan, Robert E., S/Sgt 

E Perry, Gilbert R., S/Sgt Brainard, Walter R., S/Sgt 

R Anthony, Loren R., S/Sgt Curtis, Raymond T., T/Sgt 

G Bryant, James C., S/Sgt Arvo, Nillo Richard, S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13211 A/C No.  41-13179 ñBoogerò 

P McLaughlin, Guy J., Jr., 2Lt McGee, William N., 1Lt 

CP Neck, John S., 2Lt Hoekman, Robert D., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Springer, Richard L., S/Sgt McKeever, Francis D., 2Lt 

E Conners, Howard J., S/Sgt Littleton, Willis W., S/Sgt 

R Gregory, John N., T/Sgt Nebesnak, Edward (NMI), T/Sgt 

G Quintin, Stanley J., Sgt Zuckerbrod, Saul (NMI), S/Sgt 

F None Turner, Clyde R. ñBulldogò, Sgt 
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 A/C No.  41-13202 ñIdaho Lassieò A/C No.  42-32434 ñMississippi 

Gambler IIò 

P Grau, Robert B., 1Lt Walker, James O., Jr., 2Lt 

CP Heflin, Norman H. B., 2Lt Miller, Gail G., 2Lt 

N Becker, Virgil C., 2Lt Wilson, Samuel P., Jr., 2Lt 

B None listed ï likely the navigator Kazich, Rudolph William, 2Lt 

E Kerbow, Joseph E., S/Sgt Melhorn, Raymond W., S/Sgt 

R Wright, Warren D., T/Sgt Garner, Argyle R., T/Sgt 

G Boris, Michael (NMI), S/Sgt Boyette, Roy E., Pvt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13207 ñOh 7ò A/C No.  42-64575 (flight leader) 

P Kelley, Edward T., 2Lt Bonus, Robert M., 1Lt 

CP Farrell, Robert A. ñBaldyò, 2Lt Hughes, Clark E., 2Lt 

N None Garrison, Fred H., 2Lt 

B Czapski, Bernard S., 2Lt McEnroe, Henry A., 2Lt 

E Merrill, Joseph H., S/Sgt Laird, Ellsworth A., S/Sgt 

R McIntosh, Kermit S., S/Sgt Nicholson, John E., T/Sgt 

G Nickens, Cletus P., Pvt Moynihan, Walter F., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  No Entry 

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 60/mission 59) Group Mission # 72: Group 

mission 59, Sqdn 51 composed of 12 planes led by Capt. Griffith against the town, 

harbor, and shipping at Lampedusa.  500 lb bombs were dropped covering the target well. 

 

 A/C No.  41-12963 ñMissouri Waltzò A/C No.  42-64509 ñArkansas 

Traveler IIò (future ñEnid II, ñNo 

Peekinôò) 

P Chappell, Howard L., 1Lt Browning, Eugene S. ñSquifò, 1Lt 

CP Carr, Philip O., 2Lt Bettinger, Howard P., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Chamberlain, Don C., S/Sgt Lantz, Daniel W., S/Sgt 

E Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt Sawyer, George D., S/Sgt 

R Beach, Louis A., T/Sgt Swenson, Stanley C., T/Sgt 

G Edwards, David R., Pvt Miles, Thomas P., S/Sgt 

F Lowery, Bruce (NMI) ñField Marshallò, 

M/Sgt, 445
th
 BS  

None 
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 A/C No.  41-12928 ñBuzz Wagonò A/C No.  41-29764 ñMontana Sheep 

Herderò 

P Bailey, Harold Merle ñBuzzò, 1Lt Cosner, Oliver J. ñOllieò, 1Lt 

CP Bleech, John (NMI), 2Lt Boyd, Kenneth E., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Vink, Virgil Francis, 2Lt DeWitt, Joe B., S/Sgt 

E Kniffin, George Kenneth, S/Sgt Misik, John (NMI), S/Sgt 

R Walsh, Thaddeus J., S/Sgt Kreig, Thomas E., T/Sgt 

G Grant, Ronald A., S/Sgt Orr, William J., Sgt 

F Benson, Henry E., Sgt None 

 A/C No.  42-53377 ñFlag Shipò (flight 

leader) 
A/C No.  41-13008 

P Griffith, Frank J. ñGrifò, Capt Schmidt, Frederick C. ñFredò, 1Lt 

CP Boulton, Richard E., 2Lt Dains, Thomas E., 2Lt 

N Caldwell, Herman B., Jr., 1Lt Braucher, David C., 2Lt 

B Meehan, James M., S/Sgt None listed ï likely the navigator 

E Mitchell, Lance M., S/Sgt Kovis, Joseph C., S/Sgt 

R Sheldon, Victor W., T/Sgt Kent, Carl Hugh, S/Sgt 

G Dykes, Billy (NMI), S/Sgt Hermanson, Ingwal J., S/Sgt 

F Bremicker, Carl T., Lt Col, HQ 47
th
 

Wing (observer) 

None 

 A/C No.  42-64511 ñThe Madam 2 of 

St. Joeò 

A/C No.  41-13197 

P Garmon, James M. ñMaxò, 1Lt Martin, John K. ñKirkò, 1Lt 

CP Brooks, LeRoy O., 2Lt Brown, Aud W., 2Lt 

N McCarter, Elmer H., Capt None 

B Manning, Rodney Allen, 2Lt Brei, Harold G., T/Sgt 

E Mercuri, Ralph W., S/Sgt StAntoine, James J., S/Sgt 

R Foley, Gerald M., T/Sgt Sidlik, Theophil S., T/Sgt 

G Wray, Charles E., S/Sgt Gehrts, Walter F., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-32432 ñHellôs Angelò 

(flight leader) 
A/C No.  42-64599 ñOld 99 - PLUTO - 

Pee Weeò 

P Bradley, James L. ñJungle Jimò, Jr., 1Lt VanArtsdalen, Charles M., 1Lt 

CP Wright, Theodore O., 2Lt Conner, Clarence H., 2Lt 

N Davis, Sterling (NMI), 2Lt None 

B Anzalone, Benjamin W., 2Lt Harris, Posey T., 2Lt 

E Rockafellow, Alfred A., S/Sgt Mencher, Fred S., S/Sgt 

R None listed  Friscia, Frank J., Jr., T/Sgt 

G Lovell, Curtis L., S/Sgt South, William R., S/Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No.  41-13200 A/C No.  41-13192 

P Axson, Ralph Leonidas, Jr., 1Lt Porter, Jack Grafton, 1Lt 

CP Coffey, Noel Francis, 2Lt Tapper, George G., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Marek, Joseph J., 1Lt Pillman, Frank W., S/Sgt 

E Ludwig, Elvin C., S/Sgt Lytle, Logan Lee, S/Sgt 

R Shields, James A., T/Sgt Nicholson, John E., T/Sgt 

G Mitchell, Edgar V., S/Sgt Blick, Oliver L., Cpl 

F None None 

 

 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt, engineer-gunner (mission 7) 

ñ# 7 June 12, 1943  Time 3:00 Sqdn Mission # 51 Gr. Mission # 59   

500 # Demo.   Lampedusa (Harbor, Town, Shipping, Radio Station)  

Pantelleria G/emp- 

Formation Leader - Lt. Morton       

Results - Target well covered - direct hits 

Remarks - No Flak or Fighters     All planes returned 

Ship number - 41-12963 ñMissouri Waltzò Formation 2:3 

P- Chappell, CP - Carr, B - Chamberlain, E - Kaney, RG- Beach, G -Edwards, F- 

Lowery 

Beach, Louis A., T/Sgt, radio-gunner  Brown, John Roland, 2Lt, bombardier 

Carr, Philip O., 2Lt, pilot   Chappell, Howard L., 1Lt, pilot 

Edwards, David R., Pvt, gunner  Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt, engineer-gunner 

Lazer, Robert E., Cpl, radio-gunner  

Lowery, Bruce (NMI) ñField Marshallò, M/Sgt, 445
th
 BS 

McCarter, Elmer H., Capt, navigator      Morton, William H. ñMortò, 1Lt, 447
th
 BS 

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 61/mission 60) Group Mission # 73: 
(446

th
 BS did not participate) 

 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  Another new crew and plane joined the squadron today.  The pilot 

of the plane was Lt. McFadden. 

McFadden, Kenneth L. "Mac", 2Lt, pilot 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 60/mission 59) Group Mission # 72: 

Fourteen of our planes participated in a raid on the harbor and town at Lampedusa.  

Bombing results were excellent.  The island surrendered later in the day, unconditionally.   
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 A/C No.  41-12925 ñHuckelberry 

Duckò 

A/C No.  41-30002 

P Grantham, Charles H. ñGrannyò, 1Lt Lungren, Charles D., 1Lt 

CP Ashley, Wilson S., 2Lt Blanton, Ralph A., 2Lt 

N None None 

B McCone, Walter G., 2Lt Orr, Douglas Cameron ñDougò, 2Lt 

E Kramer, Gilbert W., S/Sgt Ferrier, Jack G., S/Sgt 

R Anderson, Chester E., T/Sgt Skorupa, Benjamin (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Draper, Ralph M., S/Sgt Vaccaro, Joseph M., S/Sgt 

F Christensen, Lars (NMI), Sr., Pvt None 

 A/C No.  41-13175 ñThe Saint Myrtle 

IIò 

A/C No.  42-64600 ñLady Luckò (flight 

leader) 

P Fabling, Charles R., 1Lt Morton, William H. ñMortò, 1Lt 

CP Althouse, Donald I., 2Lt Sampson, Raymond D. ñSammyò, Maj, 

Commander 

N None Black, Donald (NMI) ñBlackieò, 2Lt 

B Jones, Vaughn W. ñJonesyò, S/Sgt Ghetia, George (NMI), 2Lt 

E Sparby, Arnold R., S/Sgt None listed ï likely OôDonnell, Vincent 

T., S/Sgt 

R OôMara, Robert M., T/Sgt Fryer, John R., T/Sgt 

G Murphy, John F., S/Sgt DesJardins, Patrick H., S/Sgt 

F Canning, John A., Capt (observer) None 

 A/C No.  41-29775 ñDouble Troubleò A/C No.  41-30000 ñRuff Stuffò 

P Shapiro, Leonard L. ñShapò, 1Lt Nixon, Donald O., 2Lt 

CP Hengel, Edward D., 2Lt Ackley, James H., 2Lt 

N None Colby, John W., 2Lt 

B Schulze, George F., S/Sgt Navigator filling both B & N positions 

E Newhouse, Ralph W., S/Sgt Lalum, Luther I., S/Sgt 

R Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt Jackson, Edward B., T/Sgt 

G Rider, Lawrence E. ñBusò, S/Sgt Osowiecki, Hendrick (NMI), S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-12930 ñSNAFUò A/C No.  41-13181 ñThe Sophisticated 

Ladyò 

P Brinkley, Hamilton M., 1Lt DeMoss, Jack M., 1Lt 

CP Brinkley, Wilton R., 2Lt Hoffman, Charles W., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Hartis, John G., 2Lt Quilty, Bernard F. ñBernieò, S/Sgt 

E Lankford, Raymond D., S/Sgt Joseph, Edward R., S/Sgt 

R Stanton, James E. ñJimò, T/Sgt Hofstedt, John H., T/Sgt 

G Gouvin, Henry J., S/Sgt Ludtke, Foster R., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 



Saturday, 12 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-12997 ñSouthern Belleò A/C No.  41-13210 ñBuckeye Cannon 

Ballò (flight leader) 

P Andrews, Austin D. ñAndyò, 1Lt Burns, John P. ñBusterò, 1Lt 

CP McGowan, Francis E., 2Lt Cohagan, McKinley B., 2Lt 

N None Weaver, Charles M. ñJugò, 1Lt 

B Joseph, Merwin J., 1Lt Lingrel, Paul Warren ñBig Mooseò, 2Lt 

E Galich, Michael M., S/Sgt Perpich, Joseph G., S/Sgt 

R Carrin, Joseph S., S/Sgt Byerly, Lee E., S/Sgt 

G Tornio, Raymond A., Sgt McCown, J. Logan, S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-32498 ñDumboò A/C No.  42-53371 ñDeath Windò 

P Bugbee, James Metcalf ñJimò, 2Lt Spikes, Robert F. ñBobò, 2Lt 

CP Fallone, Henry J. ñHankò, 2Lt Spingler, Richard H. ñDickò, 2Lt 

N None None 

B Holliman, Marion P., S/Sgt Garrett, Andy A., 2Lt 

E None listed ï likely Sheets, Ralph M., 

S/Sgt 

Penson, Ralph D., S/Sgt 

R Drogosch, Robert C., T/Sgt Jondro, William G., Jr., S/Sgt 

G Werner, George P., Sgt Wilson, Leo W., Cpl 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-12961 ñSpare Partsò A/C No.  41-13007 ñThe Harpò 

P Fineman, Ernest (NMI), 1Lt Richardson, Robert W. ñBig Richò, 1Lt 

CP Jung, Roland W. ñWongyò, 2Lt Hasty, Curtis B., 2Lt 

N None Daume, Oscar R., 1Lt 

B Allison, John M. ñAlley Catò, Jr., 2Lt Lieberman, Stanley (NMI), 2Lt 

E Nelson, James E., S/Sgt OôConnell, Daniel E., S/Sgt 

R Hannemann, Carl D., Sgt Cantrell, Walter A., T/Sgt 

G Popowski, Frank A., S/Sgt Murphy, Russell E. ñThe Kidò, S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 61/mission 60) Group Mission # 73: 
(447

th
 BS did not participate) 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Spikes, Robert F. ñBobò, 1Lt, pilot (mission 23) 

TARGET:  Lampedusa Docks and town. 2:30 Plane 371 (42-53371 ñDeath Windò) 

ñAll targets well covered.  Fire and smoke observed.ò 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt, radio-gunner:   

ñSat. June 12, 1943 

 We struck another small island ñLampedusaò today - dropped five hundred 

pounders.  They surrendered this afternoon.  We saw no fighters & no flak at all.ò 

 



Saturday, 12 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 60/mission 59) Group Mission # 72:  
(448

th
 BS did not participate) 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 61/mission 60) Group Mission # 73:  

Mission 43 (73):  At 13:39 24 planes off to bomb Fort, town and adjacent area on the 

island of Lampedusa.  Dropped 139 x 500 bombs from 8000 feet at 15:10.  5 salvoed.  

All planes returned at 16:19.  Bombs fell throughout town and harbor installations, radio 

building, small boats on shore and gun emplacement.  No flak.  Weather:  3/10
th
 cover at 

10,000 at the target.  F/L:  Veum, Stultz. 

Lampedusa surrendered this date. 

 

 A/C No.  41-13172 ñBoyd Toydò A/C No.  41-29998 ñLittle Joeò 

P Urquhart, Donald A., 1Lt Sinclair, Ervin W., Jr., 1Lt  

CP Coffey, Kenneth H. F., 2Lt Driver, William J., F/O 

N Perry, Lawrence A., 2Lt Ligarde, Honore (NMI), 1Lt 

B Mundell, Roy E., 1Lt Navigator filling both B & N positions 

E Potosky, John S., Pvt Robb, Earl K., Pvt 

R Vizzacco, Rocco (NMI), Sgt Gebhardt, Ralph J., T/Sgt 

G Zeller, Michael C., Sgt Gurnee, Clarence E. ñShineò, Pvt 

F None Ellison, Travis E., Sgt 

 A/C No.  41-12995 ñCharlieôs Auntò A/C No.  41-12926 ñHawkeyeò 

P Ford, Charles L. ñJuniorò, Jr., 1Lt Moore, Leland A., 1Lt 

CP Bruton, John E., 2Lt Tolton, Justin C., 1Lt 

N Gibbons, James (NMI), Jr., 1Lt None 

B Navigator filling both B & N positions Petrich, Raymond George, 2Lt 

E Rodgers, Charles H., Jr., Pvt Pitts, Lawrence P., Pvt 

R Ridgeway, Robert L., Pvt Polinsky, Marvin J., Pvt 

G White, George E., Pvt Ryal, Clarence M., Pvt 

F Bates, James P. ñJimmyò, Capt 

(observer) 

None 

 A/C No.  41-29967 (flight leader) A/C No.  41-29765 

P Stultz, Raymond B., 1Lt Hardzog, Walter A., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Wilt, Richard H., 2Lt Wik, John R., Jr., 2Lt 

N Thomas, Leo A., 2Lt None 

B Ellington, John H., Jr., 1Lt Abrams, Carl V., 2Lt 

E None listed ï likely Rude, Norman J., Pvt Ripple, William E. ñRipò, Pvt 

R None listed ï likely Mauder, Charles J., 

Cpl 

Featherstone, Charles A. ñPappyò, Pvt 

G Woodin, Roy A., S/Sgt Wallace, John R., Pvt 

F None None 

 



Saturday, 12 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  42-64519 A/C No.  41-29774 

P Brandt, Joseph R., 2Lt Culp, Merle H., 1Lt 

CP Stewart, John C., 1Lt DeMuth, Robert D., 2Lt 

N None Boland, Chester H., 1Lt 

B Moorman, Arthur L., Pvt Reich, William John, 2Lt 

E None listed ï likely Morris, Raymond A., 

S/Sgt 

Poynter, Robert A., Pvt 

R Altus, Irving (NMI), S/Sgt Egbom, Clarence W., Pvt 

G Schomaker, John W., S/Sgt None listed ï likely Ruggere, Mauro 

(NMI), Pvt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64514 A/C No.  41-29769 

P Bowman, William W., 2Lt Davies, Robert D., 1Lt 

CP McCurry, Milton L., 1Lt Barton, Thomas M., F/O 

N None Abbe, Richard A., 2Lt 

B Tomerlin, Louis H., S/Sgt Piasecki, Walter Charles, 2Lt 

E Coleman, Smith B., Pvt Long, Jeptha D., S/Sgt 

R Hardy, Alexander A., Pvt Smith, Harry V., Pvt 

G Hopkins, Edgar G., Pvt Yutzy, Eli N., Pvt 

F Hobert, Walter W., PFC None 

 A/C No.  41-30005 ñThe Duckò A/C No.  41-30001 (flight leader) 

P Clough, Bernard L., 2Lt Veum, Ole E., Capt 

CP Jacobson, Norman S., 2Lt Conway, John G., Sr., 1Lt 

N None Holt, William E., 2Lt 

B Johnson, Robert E., 2Lt Mims, Joe Argailus, 1Lt 

E Masteller, Harry M., Pvt Porch, Dean O., Pvt 

R Papile, Frank M., Pvt Harding, John E., Pvt 

G LaRue, Augustin A., Pvt Uzailko, George (NMI), Pvt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 



Sunday, 13 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):    
 

  In Sicily, US and Royal Air Force (RAF) heavy bombers attack 

Catania and Gerbini Airfields, causing severe damage to aircraft, runways, hangars, and 

other installations. Our heavy bombers claim 5 fighters; 2 B-24's are down at sea.  

   

 WESTERN MEDITERR ANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):     North-

west Tactical Air Force (NATAF) and Northwest African Coastal Air Force (NACAF) 

carry out land and sea patrols and reconnaissance flights. Northwest African 

Photographic Reconnaissance Wing covers areas of  Sardinia, Sicily, and the Italian 

mainland.  HQ 3
rd

 Photographic Reconnaissance and Mapping Group and its 12
th
 

Photographic Squadron (Light) transfers with F-5's from Algiers, Algeria to La Marsa, 

Tunisia.  HQ 82
nd

 Fighter Group and its 95
th
, 96

th
 and 97

th
 Fighter Squadrons transfer 

with P-38's from Berteaux, Algeria to Souk-el-Arba, Algeria. The 5
th
 Photographic 

Squadron (Light), Twelfth Air Force transfers with F-5's from Algiers, Algeria to La 

Marsa, Tunisia.  The 346
th
 Fighter Squadron, 350

th
 Fighter Group which has been 

operating its P-39's from Monastir, Tunisia since 4 Jun returns to its base at Maison 

Blanche, Algeria. 

 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   No Entry. 

 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   No missions scheduled for today.  The men in the squadron of 

Catholic faith go to church in Souk El Arba.  The priest gives his sermons first in French 

and then in English for the benefit of the American soldiers.  There is an epidemic of 

dysentery going through the squadron.  Our medical officer seems to think that it is 

caused by flies. 

 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  Regular combat zone activities. 

 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  Five of our planes went over to the 82
nd

 fighter group today to 

help them move to their new base.  One plane received two cracked bulkheads when it 

was overloaded in the rear and went down on its tail. 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt, radio-gunner:   

ñSun. June 13, 1943 

 We had a day off, but did not get to go to church.  Went out & worked on my guns 

& ship - Squadron had a little beer for the first time.ò 

 



Sunday, 13 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Williams, William Thomas, 2Lt, pilot: 

ñFinally leave BTC for Telergma.  On the way an exhaust stack breaks so we had to land 

at Algiers and RON.ò 

 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry 

 

448
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Colby, Edward R., S/Sgt, radio-gunner (G crew): 

ñLeft Homestead for Borinquen Field, Puerto Rico.  Gus gone on.ò 

Schwindle, Adam C. ñGusò, 2Lt, pilot 



Monday, 14 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):   No Entry 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):   During 

the night of 13/14 Jun, Northwest African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) Wellingtons 

bomb Messina, Italy. Other NASAF and Northwest Tactical Air Force (NATAF) 

airplanes continue patrols and reconnaissance. The Northwest African Photographic 

Reconnaissance Wing maintains flights over Sardinia and Sicily.   

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   No Entry. 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   No mission today.  Today at noon chow we were served 

doughnuts by a pretty blonde Red Cross girl.  After the doughnuts were passed out she 

got her plate and went through the chow line with the enlisted men.  In spite of having to 

stand up and eat off of an oil drum in the boiling sun, she took it like a good soldier.  The 

menôs moral always seems to jump when there is a pretty face around the area. 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  Regular combat zone activities. 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  Two new crews and planes joined the squadron today.  Pilots were 

Lts. Miller and Gill. 

Gill, Paul W., 2Lt, pilot           Miller, Benjamin Bartow, Jr., 2Lt, pilot 

 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt, radio-gunner:   

ñMon. June 14, 1943 

 Nothing doing today.  They seem to be giving us a little time before hitting 

somewhere else.  Worked on the plane this morning & went to a class in flash 

identification this afternoon.ò 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Williams, William Thomas, 2Lt, pilot: 

ñLeave Algiers and land at Telergma where we are assigned to the 321
st
 Bomb. Group.  

So we take off to find it.  When we finally do get here our crew is broken up and Olson 

and I are assigned to the 447-A Squadron.ò 

Olson, Robert C. "Ollie", 2Lt, pilot 

 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry 

 

448
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Colby, Edward R., S/Sgt, radio-gunner (G crew): 

ñBorinquen to Atkinson Field, British Guiana. Gus still ahead.ò 
Schwindle, Adam C. ñGusò, 2Lt, pilot 

 



Tuesday, 15 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Ai r Force):  No Entry 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):      During 

the night of 14/15 Jun, Northwest African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) Wellingtons 

bomb the airfields at Milo, Sciacca, Castelvetrano, and Boccadifalco, Sicily. B-17's, B-

25's, B-26's, and P-38's follow during the morning hours with raids on the same targets 

and hit the airfield at Bo Rizzo and radio stations near Marsala, Sicily. Widespread photo 

reconnaissance of mainland Italy, Sicily, and Sardinia continues.  A detachment of the 

12
th
 Reconnaissance Squadron (Fighter), 67

th
 Reconnaissance Group begins operating 

from Malta with F-5's. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   The landing-ground at Sciacca was the target for the seventy-

fourth mission, which took off at 0631 on Jun 15, 1943 with 36 planes.  They dropped 

264 five-hundred-pound bombs with .1 and 45 second fusing from 8,500 to 9,500 feet.  

Nine bombs were salvoed and seven bombs failed to release.  Hits were scored on the 

landing-ground.  Some bombs landed among planes on the ground in an olive-grove to 

the east of the field.  Other bombs fell among barracks south of the field.  The escort shot 

down 1 ME-109, but two of our planes were hit by flak and one crash-landed at Mateur.  

Another plane landed at Mateur and later returned to our home base.  Eighteen enemy 

fighters took off after the target was hit, but they were intercepted by our escort.  Flight 

leaders were Lieut. Garmon, Lieut. Bradley, Lieut. Morton, Lieut. Bonus, Lieut. Isaacson 

and Lieut. Cratin.  Col. Walsh, Lieut. Col. Bremicker, Maj. Pemberton and Maj. Pinger 

flew as observers. 

Bonus, Robert M., 1Lt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

Bradley, James L. "Jungle Jim", Jr., 1Lt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Bremicker, Carl T., Lt Col, pilot, HQ 47th Wing 

Cratin, William S., 1Lt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

Garmon, James M. "Max", 1Lt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Isaacson, Clayton M. ñIkeò, 1Lt, pilot, 448
th
 BS 

Morton, William H. "Mort", 1Lt, pilot, 447
th
 BS 

Pemberton, Francis R., Maj, intelligence, HQ 321
st
 BG 

Pinger, Robert R., Maj, Group Surgeon, HQ 321
st
 BG 

Walsh, James H., Col, pilot, HQ 47th Wing   

 Maj. Heinlen, commanding officer of the 448
th
 Bombardment Squadron, was 

relieved of his duties on June 15, 1943 and was transferred to Headquarters Northwest 

African Air Forces.  His former duty was taken over by Capt. James P. Bates, operations 

officer of the 447
th
 Bombardment Squadron. 

Bates, James P. ñJimmyò, Capt, pilot, Commander 

Heinlen, Clayton H., Maj, pilot, Commander 

 

 

 



Tuesday, 15 June 1943 (continued) 
  

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary: (Ops Order 62/mission 61) Group Mission # 74: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 74, 15 June 1943 

 

1. 321
st
 Bombardment Group (M) 

 

2. At  0631       36___    _B-25s__  took off to  bomb_   L/G at Sciacca.  __None_  

      Time   No. A/C    Type A/C                 Mission        Target           No. A/C 

returned early. __36___ dropped  264x300 lb bombs with 1/10 and 45 second 

                        No. A/C                No. & Type 

fusing from 8500/9500 ft. at 0825.  __34__ returned at 0940.  9 bombs salvoed, 

                         Alt.               Time   No. A/C                 Time                                                                             

7 bombs failed to release. 

 

3. Hits made on L/G.  Some bombs hit on planes on ground in olive grove to E. of field.  

Others among barracks S. of field.  Escort shot down 1 ME-109.  2 planes hit by flak 

and 1 crash landed at Mateur, another landed at Mateur and then returned to base.  

Bombs dropped first after lead-in group had passed target. 

 

4. Air --- 12 ME-109s; 6 Macchi-202s, which were observed coming up from deck from  

7 oôclock immediately after leaving target.  These E/A were attacked by escort 

and were seen to jettison 6 small and 1 large bomb which exploded in water.  

One E/A stayed a mile to right of formation at same elevation just before 

reaching target.  This ship is believed to have been giving altitude of 

formation to flak gunners. 

Marine -- Number of small boats outside Sciacca. 

Land ---- One transport and a number of fighters seen along southern edge of field. 

Flak ---- Heavy, intense, and accurate over target.  Some light flak at coast.  Heavy  

flak along road from J-7 to I-6.  One pilot reports apparent blinker light 

flashing signals at J-12.  Heavy flak in grove SE of target. 

     

5. Enroute --- Slight fracto-stratus at 2000 feet.  Cloud banks to north.  1/10 coverage. 

Target ----- Slight haze. 

Return -----Few Scattered clouds at 3000 feet.  

 

6. None. 

Route -- Circled field at 4000 feet.  On course 0706 at 4000 feet.  Passed Tunis at  

4000 feet at 0730.  Cleared coast 0745 at 4000 feet.  Started climb at 0500 

made bomb run at 8500 feet to 9500 feet followed by left diving turn and 

then home at 3000 feet.  

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, 15 June 1943 (continued) 
 

Flight leaders -- Lts. Garmon, Bradley, Morton, Bonus, Isaacson, and Cratin. 

Observers -- Colonel Walsh, Lt. Col. Bremicker, Majors Pemberton and Pinger. 

Number of sorties flown this date:  36  

Photos taken. 

        FRANCIS R. PEMBERTON, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Intelligence Officer 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   The wind blew with unabated fury today.  At times the dust was 

so bad we couldnôt see a hundred feet in front of us.  Several tents were blown down in 

the area. 

 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 62/mission 61) Group Mission # 74: Thirty 

six B-25ôs (8 of the 445
th
) took off to bomb the landing ground at Sciacca in Sicily.  64 x 

300 lb. demo. Bombs were dropped by the 445
th
 at 9,000 ft.  The flak was slight accurate 

and heavy.  Twelve enemy aircraft were intercepted by the escort and their formation was 

broken up before they could attack the bombers.  The escort claimed one destroyed.  Hits 

were made on the landing ground and among the barracks on the south end of the field.   

 

 A/C No.  42-53428 ñThe Wolf IIò A/C No.  41-12924 ñPatriciaò 

P Rudolph, Raymond L. ñRudyò, 1Lt Kelley, Edward T., 2Lt 

CP Kailer, William Frederick ñBillò, 2Lt Farrell, Robert A. ñBaldyò, 2Lt 

N None None 

B Klunk, Edward F., S/Sgt Czapski, Bernard S., S/Sgt 

E Kunis, Theodore C., S/Sgt Merrill, Joseph H., S/Sgt 

R Carson, Donald (NMI), S/Sgt McIntosh, Kermit S., S/Sgt 

G Quintin, Stanley J., Sgt Nickens, Cletus P., Pvt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13202 ñIdaho Lassieò A/C No.  41-13198 ñMaybelleò (flight 

leader) 

P Grau, Robert B., 1Lt Cratin, William S., 1Lt 

CP Heflin, Norman H. B., 2Lt Bitner, William H., 2Lt 

N None Anderson, Charles C., 2Lt 

B Flynn, Thomas H., S/Sgt Murzyn, Edward (NMI), 2Lt 

E Kerbow, Joseph E., S/Sgt Kilmer, Reid Francis, S/Sgt 

R Wright, Warren D., T/Sgt Loveless, Lloyd E., T/Sgt 

G Boris, Michael (NMI), S/Sgt Bruyneel, Dennis A., S/Sgt 

F Walsh, James H., Col, HQ 47
th
 Wing 

(observer) 

None 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, 15 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-13179 ñBoogerò A/C No.  442-53373 (flight leader) 

P Miller, Roy N., 2Lt Bonus, Robert M., 1Lt 

CP Butela, William F., 2Lt Hughes, Clark E., 2Lt 

N None Garrison, Fred H., 2Lt 

B Smith, Warren W., S/Sgt McEnroe, Henry A., 2Lt 

E Sterling, Joseph M., S/Sgt Laird, Ellsworth A., Jr., S/Sgt 

R Peterson, Karl E., S/Sgt Nicholson, John F., T/Sgt 

G VanHall, Ernest G., Jr., S/Sgt Bryant, James C., S/Sgt 

F Cox, Bernard L., S/Sgt None 

 A/C No.  41-13207 ñOh 7ò A/C No.  41-13211 

P Kayser, Robert B., Jr., 1Lt Olson, Walter N., 2Lt 

CP Kent, William S., 2Lt Frey, Ernest A., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Liebl, Ralph Kenneth, 2Lt Czekai, Adolph B., 2Lt 

E Lambert, Richard L., S/Sgt Halpin, John J., Sgt 

R Gallaher, DeWitt C., T/Sgt Townsend, Charles A., S/Sgt 

G Whitmore, Ernest L., S/Sgt Smith, James B., Sgt 

F None Pinger, Robert R., Maj, HQ 321
st
 BG 

(observer) 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  Regular combat zone activities.   

 

446
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 62/mission 61) Group Mission # 74: Group 

mission 61, Sqdn 52 composed of 11 planes.  Lt. Garmon led the Group against the A/D 

at Sciacca, Sicily.  300 lb bombs covered the target very well.  Lt. VanArtsdalen was hit 

in four places in the leg and Lt. Connor was grazed over the right eye by flak.  The plane 

flown by Lt. VanArtsdalen received 440 holes by flak and crash landed at Mateur.  T/Sgt. 

Frank Friscia and S/Sgt Mencher were injured in the landing. 

 

 A/C No.  41-13197 A/C No.  41-13192 

P Martin, John K. ñKirkò, 1Lt Porter, Jack Grafton, 1Lt 

CP Brown, Aud W., 2Lt Tapper, George G., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Brei, Harold G., S/Sgt Pillman, Frank W., S/Sgt 

E StAntoine, James J., S/Sgt Lytle, Logan Lee, S/Sgt 

R Sidlik, Theophil S., T/Sgt Nicholson, John E., T/Sgt 

G Gehrts, Walter F., S/Sgt Blick, Oliver L., Cpl 

F None None 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, 15 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  42-64509 ñArkansas Traveler 

IIò (future ñEnid II, ñNo Peekinôò) 
A/C No.  42-53377 ñFlag Shipò 

(formation leader - flight leader) 

P Browning, Eugene S. ñSquifò, 1Lt Garmon, James M. ñMaxò, 1Lt 

CP Porter, Lloyd A., 2Lt Schwane, Henry H. ñHankò, Maj, 

Commander 

N None McCarter, Elmer H., Capt 

B Lantz, Daniel W., S/Sgt Brown, John Roland, 2Lt 

E Sawyer, George D., S/Sgt Knapp, Walter E., S/Sgt 

R Swenson, Stanley C., T/Sgt McMahon, Francis D., S/Sgt 

G Miles, Thomas P., S/Sgt South, William R., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13200 A/C No.  42-32497 (crash landed at 

Mateur) 

P Axson, Ralph Leonidas, Jr., 1Lt VanArtsdalen, Charles M., 1Lt 

CP Coffey, Noel Francis, 2Lt Conner, Clarence H., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Meehan, James M., 2Lt Harris, Posey T., 2Lt 

E Ludwig, Elvin C., S/Sgt Mencher, Fred S., S/Sgt 

R Shields, James A., T/Sgt Friscia, Frank J., Jr., T/Sgt 

G Mitchell, Edgar V., S/Sgt None listed ï likely Haresign, James M., 

S/Sgt 

F Bremicker, Carl T., Lt Col, HQ 47
th
 

Wing (observer) 

None 

 A/C No.  42-64511 ñThe Madam II of 

St. Joeò 

A/C No.  42-64526 ñPatchesò 

P Orrantia, Gilbert D., 2Lt Williams, Wallace (NMI) ñSpikeò, Jr., 

1Lt 

CP Bettinger, Howard P., 2Lt Morris, Richard Pervis ñBig Moeò, Jr., 

2Lt 

N None None 

B Brown, Newton E., 2Lt Porter, Walter E., S/Sgt 

E Warner, Harold W., S/Sgt McKibben, Walter D., Jr., S/Sgt 

R Ramirez, Zenon (NMI), Jr., S/Sgt Sheehan, William F., T/Sgt 

G Rogers, Horace K., S/Sgt Zook, Urie H., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, 15 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  42-32432 ñHellôs Angelò 

(flight leader) 
A/C No.  41-12963 ñMissouri Waltzò 

P Bradley, James L. ñJungle Jimò, Jr., 1Lt Chappell, Howard L., 1Lt 

CP Wright, Theodore O., 2Lt Carr, Philip O., 2Lt 

N Davis, Sterling (NMI), 2Lt Phillips, Lowell G., 2Lt 

B Anzalone, Benjamin W., T/Sgt Robertson, Charles W., 2Lt 

E Rockafellow, Alfred A., S/Sgt Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt 

R Sheldon, Victor W., T/Sgt Walsh, Thaddeus J., S/Sgt 

G Lovell, Curtis L., S/Sgt Edwards, David R., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-12928 ñBuzz Wagonò A/C No.  41-13008 (took off and 

returned after 0050 due to fuel trouble) 

P Bailey, Harold Merle ñBuzzò, 1Lt Schmidt, Frederick C. ñFredò, 1Lt 

CP Bleech, John (NMI), 2Lt Dains, Thomas E., 2Lt 

N Schad, Harlan C., 2Lt Braucher, David C., 2Lt 

B Vink, Virgil Francis, 2Lt Cooper, Lester L., 2Lt 

E Kniffin, George Kenneth, Sgt Kovis, Joseph C., S/Sgt 

R Barber, Otis C., S/Sgt Chappell, Jack F., T/Sgt 

G Grant, Ronald A., S/Sgt Smith, Wade E., Sgt 

F Wisnesky, Benjamin H., S/Sgt Benson, Henry E., S/Sgt 

 

 

446
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt, engineer-gunner (mission 8) 

ñ# 8 June 15, 1943  Time 3:30 Sqdn Mission # 52 Gr. Mission # 61   

300 # Demo.   A/D Sciacca, Sicily 

Formation Leader - 1
st
 Lt. Garmon       

Results - Fair Results 

Remarks - Flak - heavy, Accurate  P-38 Escort 

Ship number - 41-12963 ñMissouri Waltzò Formation 1:2 

P- Chappell, CP - Carr, N - Phillips, B- Robertson, E - Kaney, RG- Walsh, G -Edwards 

Carr, Philip O., 2Lt, pilot   Chappell, Howard L., 1Lt, pilot 

Edwards, David R., Sgt, gunner  Kaney, Oscar J., Jr., S/Sgt, engineer-gunner 

Phillips, Lowell G., 2Lt, navigator  Robertson, Charles W., 2Lt, bombardier 

Walsh, Thaddeus J., S/Sgt, radio-gunner 

 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  A meeting was held this evening and the officers and enlisted men 

asked to vote on whether they would like to contribute more money each month in order 

to continue to get fresh vegetables and meat.   The enlisted men voted to contribute five 

dollars each for the month of June and the officers voted to contribute ten dollars each.  

Our food has improved 100 percent since this system was put into practice and everyone 

feels that it is money well spent. 

 



Tuesday, 15 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

447
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 62/mission 61) Group Mission # 74: Nine of 

our planes participated in a raid on Sciacca, Sicily.  Bombing results poor.  All our planes 

returned safely.   

 

 A/C No.  41-12997 ñSouthern Belleò A/C No.  41-13007 ñThe Harpò 

P Andrews, Austin D. ñAndyò, 1Lt Richardson, Robert W. ñBig Richò, 1Lt 

CP McGowan, Francis E., 2Lt Hasty, Curtis B., 2Lt 

N None Daume, Oscar R., 1Lt 

B Joseph, Merwin J., 1Lt Lieberman, Stanley (NMI), 1Lt 

E Galich, Michael M., S/Sgt OôConnell, Daniel E., S/Sgt 

R Carrin, Joseph S., S/Sgt Cantrell, Walter A., T/Sgt 

G Tornio, Raymond A., Sgt Murphy, Russell E. ñThe Kidò, S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  442-32498 ñDumboò A/C No.  41-12925 ñHuckelberry 

Duckò 

P Bugbee, James Metcalf ñJimò, 2Lt Grantham, Charles H. ñGrannyò, 1Lt 

CP Fallone, Henry J. ñHankò, 2Lt Ashley, Wilson S., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Holliman, Marion P., S/Sgt McCone, Walter G., 2Lt 

E None listed ï likely Sheets, Ralph M., 

S/Sgt 

Kramer, Gilbert W., S/Sgt 

R Drogosch, Robert C., T/Sgt Anderson, Carl F., T/Sgt 

G Werner, George P., Sgt Draper, Ralph M., S/Sgt 

F None Pemberton, Francis R., Maj, HQ 321
st
 

BG (observer) 

 A/C No.  42-53371 ñDeath Windò A/C No.  41-13175 ñThe Saint Myrtle 

IIò 

P Spikes, Robert F. ñBobò, 2Lt Fabling, Charles R., 1Lt 

CP Fraser, Harry A. ñFearlessò, Jr., 2Lt Althouse, Donald I., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Garrett, Andy K., 2Lt Jones, Vaughn W. ñJonesyò, S/Sgt 

E Penson, Ralph D., S/Sgt Sparby, Arnold R., S/Sgt 

R Jondro, William G., Jr., S/Sgt OôMara, Robert M., S/Sgt 

G Wilson, Leo W., Cpl Murphy, Russell E. ñThe Kidò, S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, 15 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  42-32430 ñMiss Virginityò A/C No.  41-13210 ñBuckeye Cannon 

Ballò 

P Morganti, Clyde J., 2Lt Seel, Peter B., Jr., Capt 

CP Spingler, Richard H. ñDickò, 2Lt Batchelder, Stephens H., 2Lt 

N None Bodine, Arnold F. ñBenny the Bumò, 1Lt 

B Holloway, Arthur M., 2Lt Tate, Roy W., 2Lt 

E None listed  ï likely Early, Frank X., 

S/Sgt 

Nittle, Samuel (NMI), S/Sgt 

R Tracy, Boyd F., S/Sgt Brown, Charles Orville ñBrownieò, Jr., 

S/Sgt 

G Hoskins, Raymond C., S/Sgt Jensen, Aage E., S/Sgt 

F Christensen, Lars (NMI), Sr., S/Sgt None 

 A/C No.  42-64600 ñLady Luckò (flight 

leader) 

 

P Morton, William H. ñMortò, Capt  

CP Ackley, James H., 2Lt  

N Black, Donald (NMI) ñBlackieò, 1Lt  

B Ghetia, George (NMI), 2Lt  

E None listed ï likely OôDonnell, Vincent 

T., S/Sgt 

 

R Fryer, John R., T/Sgt  

G DesJardins, Patrick H., S/Sgt  

F None  

 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Spikes, Robert F. ñBobò, 1Lt, pilot (mission 24) 

TARGET:  Sciacca A/D 3:10 Plane 371 (42-53371 ñDeath Windò) 

ñHits on landing ground and olive grove E of barracks.  12 ME-109 and 6 MA-202ôs 

came up after target but were encountered by escort.ò 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt, radio-gunner:   

ñTue. June 15, 1943 

 Today was our day off.  My buddy & I went and started to the rest camp, but after 

eating dust and sweating out those mountain roads, we got off in a mountain village and 

ate.  Then we caught a ride to La Calle, a French town on the coast.  It was dusty as hell 

& was plenty frightened driving over those mountain roads.ò  

 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

448
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Colby, Edward R., S/Sgt, radio-gunner (G crew): 

ñAtkinson to Belem, Brazil. Saw much jungle & Amazon River.ò 

 



Tuesday, 15 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

448
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 62/mission 61) Group Mission # 74: Mission 

44 (74):  At 06:31 36 planes off to bomb L/G at Sciacca, Sicily.  Dropped 264 x 300 

bombs from 8500 feet at 08:25.  34 returned at 09:40.  Hits made on L/G some on planes 

on ground N of field others among barracks S of field.  Escort shot down 1 ME-109.  2 

planes hit by flak, 1 crash landed at Mateur.  12 ME-109ôs and 6 MA-202ôs came up 

from the deck and were attacked by escort and were seen to jettison bombs into water.  

Intense, heavy accurate flak.  Weather:  Slight haze.  F/L:  Isaacson. 

 

 A/C No.  42-64514 (did not complete 

mission, TO at 06:30, LD at 08:45) 
A/C No.  42-64519 

P Ford, Charles L. ñJuniorò, Jr., 1Lt Stewart, John C., 1Lt 

CP Bates, James P. ñJimmyò, Capt Brandt, Joseph R., 2Lt 

N Thomas, Leo A., 2Lt None 

B Kruse, Norman L., 2Lt Abbe, Richard A., S/Sgt 

E None listed ï likely Rodgers, Charles H., 

Jr., Pvt 

Morris, Raymond A., S/Sgt 

R Robinson, Jefferson D. ñJeffò, Pvt Altus, Irving (NMI), S/Sgt 

G White, George E., Pvt Schomaker, John W., PFC 

F None Hobert, Walter W., PFC 

 A/C No.  42-64655 A/C No.  41-29998 ñLittle Joeò 

P Davies, Robert D., 1Lt Sinclair, Ervin W., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Barton, Thomas M., F/O Driver, William J., F/O 

N Holt, William E., 2Lt Perry, Lawrence A., 2Lt 

B Piasecki, Walter Charles, 2Lt Skeahan, Thomas Joseph, Jr., 2Lt 

E Long, Jeptha D., S/Sgt Robb, Earl K., Pvt 

R Smith, Harry V., Pvt Orman, Virgil N., Pvt 

G Yutzy, Eli (NMI), Pvt Gurnee, Clarence E. ñShineò, Pvt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-12926 ñHawkeyeò A/C No.  42-64552 

P Moore, Leland A., 1Lt Cassels, Richard E., 2Lt 

CP Tolton, Justin C., 1Lt King, James L., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Petrich, Raymond George, 2Lt Elkins, Stanley A., 2Lt 

E Pitts, Lawrence P., Pvt Ridgeway, Robert L., Pvt 

R Rouch, R., S/Sgt  Egbom, Clarence W., Pvt 

G Ryal, Clarence M., Pvt Dellwo, Lawrence H., Pvt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, 15 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-13172 ñBoyd Toydò A/C No.  41-30001 (flight leader) 

P Coffey, Kenneth H. F., 2Lt Isaacson, Clayton M. ñIkeò, 1Lt 

CP Conway, John G., Sr., 1Lt Haskell, John D., 2Lt 

N None Hurst, Joseph B., 1Lt 

B Johnson, Robert E., Pvt Gibbons, James (NMI), Jr., 1Lt 

E Porch, Dean O., Pvt Rohleder, Jack J., Pvt 

R Harding, John E., Pvt Hilborne, Thomas G., S/Sgt 

G Uzailko, George (NMI), Pvt Vance, Paul S., Pvt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-30005 ñThe Duckò  

P Garrett, Thaddeus D., 2Lt  

CP Fleming, George B., F/O  

N None  

B Moorman, Arthur L., Pvt  

E None listed ï likely Lambert, Robert P., 

Sgt 

 

R Vizzacco, Rocco (NMI), Cpl  

G Taylor, Henry F., Pvt  

F None  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday, 16 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN ( Ninth Air Force):   No Entry 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):    North-

west African Photographic Reconnaissance Wing continues coverage of areas of 

Mainland Italy, Sicily, and Sardinia.   HQ 313
th
 Troop Carrier Group and its 29

th
, 47

th
 and 

49
th
 Troop Carrier Squadrons transfer with C-47's from Oujda, French Morocco to 

Kairouan, Tunisia. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   No Entry. 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   There was no mission today.  It was cooler today and the wind has 

died down.  There are now trucks available to take the officers and men to the beach at 

Tabarka each day and to Tunis every two days.  Horseshoes and volley ball courts are 

being set up by our special projects officer. 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  Regular combat zone activities. 

 

447
th

 BS War Diary :  Usual garrison duties. 

 

447
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Waldrip, Robert Laseter, T/Sgt, radio-gunner:   

ñWed. June 16, 1943ò 

Note:  T/Sgt Waldripôs diary abruptly ends with his entry of only the date. 

 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry 

 

448
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Colby, Edward R., S/Sgt, radio-gunner (G crew): 

ñBelem to Natal. Finally catch up with Gus Schwindle & crew.ò 

Clement, Sam (NMI), S/Sgt, engineer-gunner 

Heller, Leonard C., 2Lt, pilot 

McNulty, Joseph P., S/Sgt, radio-gunner 

Parmelee, Walter J., Sgt, gunner 

Schwindle, Adam C. "Gus", 2Lt, pilot 

 

 

 



Thursday, 17 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):     B-24's attack airfields 

at Biscari and Comiso, Sicily. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITER RANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):     During 

the night of 16/17 Jun, Wellingtons bomb docks and a marshalling yard at Naples, Italy. 

HQ 2
nd

 Bombardment Group (Heavy) and its 20
th
, 49

th
 and 96

th
 Bombardment Squadrons 

(Heavy) transfer with B-17's from Chateaudun-du-Rhumel, Algeria to Ain MôLila, 

Algeria. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   No Entry. 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   No mission today.  A few cases of dysentery and the mail 

situation was really bad.  We are having a full moon now and the nights are very very 

bright.  It is a beautiful sight to see the white domes and roofs on the buildings in Souk El 

Arba against the black mountains in the background. 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  Regular combat zone activities.   

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  Local practice bombing missions today for the new crews.  A new 

plane was assigned to the squadron today.  The crew went to another squadron. 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry 

 

 

 



Friday, 18 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Ai r Force):     HQ 324
th
 Fighter 

Group and its 314
th
, 315

th
 and 316

th
 Fighter Squadrons transfer with P-40's from 

Kairouan, Tunisia to El Haouaria, Tunisia. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):  B-17's 

strike the Messina, Italy ferry slip and railroad yards while P-38's bomb the airfield at 

Milo, Sicily. B-26's and B-25's, with P-38 escort, hit docks and shipping at Olbia, 

Sardinia and shipping at Golfo Aranci, Italy. Northwest African Tactical Air Force 

(NATAF) and Northwest African Coastal Air Force (NACAF) airplanes maintain patrol 

and reconnaissance flights. Northwest African Air Force (NAAF) aircraft claim over 40 

aircraft destroyed.  The 59
th
 Fighter Squadron, 33

rd
 Fighter Group transfers with P-40's 

from Sousse, Tunisia to Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean. The 429
th
 Bombardment 

Squadron (Heavy), a 2
nd

 Bombardment Group (Heavy) transfer with B-17ôs from 

Chateaudun-du-Rhumel, Algeria to Ain MôLila, Algeria. 

  

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   No Entry. 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   There was no mission today due to unfavorable weather 

conditions.  Today was a little cooler than usual which was quite a relief.  We had a very 

good dinner today consisting of steak, potatoes, peas, fresh vegetable salad and beer. 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  Regular combat zone activities.   

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  Usual garrison duties.  Maj. Sampson turned 25 today. 

Sampson, Raymond D. ñSammyò, Maj, pilot, Commander 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry 

 

448
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Colby, Edward R., S/Sgt, radio-gunner (G crew): 

ñNatal to Ascension. Long trip, small fire on board, put out quickly.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, 19 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):    
 

  In Italy, B-24's attack ferry and railroad yards at Villa San Giovanni, 

ferries in the Straits of Messina, and the harbor of Reggio di Calabria. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):   During 

the night of 18/19 Jun, Northwest African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) Wellingtons 

bomb Syracuse, Sicily. Northwest Tactical Air Force (NATAF), Northwest African 

Coastal Air Force (NACAF), and Northwest African Photographic Reconnaissance Wing 

airplanes maintain patrols and reconnaissance over areas of N Africa, the Mediterranean, 

Sicily, Sardinia, and mainland Italy.  HQ 33
rd

 Fighter Group transfers from Sousse, 

Tunisia to Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean.  HQ 325
th
 Fighter Group and its 318

th
 

and 319
th
 Fighter Squadrons transfer with P-40's from Souk-el-Khemis, Tunisia to 

Mateur, Tunisia. The air echelon of the 415
th
 Night Fighter Squadron, Twelfth Air Force 

with Beaufighters joins the ground echelon at La Senia, Algeria after training in England. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   No Entry. 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   No mission again today.  The crews show signs of being restless 

from just lying around.  The American flag was hoisted today and is flying above the 

operations building.  As far as we know it is the only American flag flying in this area.  A 

softball diamond has been constructed at the edge of our dispersal area.  This evening we 

had a game with the 448
th
 and lost 13-7.  The mail finally came through. 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  Regular combat zone activities.  

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  Usual garrison duties. 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry 

 

448
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Colby, Edward R., S/Sgt, radio-gunner (G crew): 

ñAscension to Roberts Field, Liberia. Very hot, get whiskey from natives, get drunk!ò 

 

 

 

 



Sunday, 20 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (N inth Air Force):   No Entry 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):  North-

west African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) Wellingtons bomb Messina, Sicily during the 

night of 19/20 Jun. The following morning B-26's bomb the airfields at Milo, 

Castelvetrano, and Bo Rizzo, Sicily. The Northwest Tactical Air Force (NATAF) and 

Northwest African Coastal Air Force (NACAF) maintain patrols, reconnaissance, and 

convoy escort while the Northwest African Photographic Reconnaissance Wing 

continues coverage of areas in Sicily and mainland Italy.  The 12
th
 Photographic 

Squadron (Light), 3
rd

 Photographic Reconnaissance and Mapping Group transfers with F-

5's from La Marsa, Tunisia to Ariana, Tunisia. The squadron has a detachment operating 

on Malta. The 48
th
 Troop Carrier Squadron, 313

th
 Troop Carrier Group transfers with C-

47's from Oujda, French Morocco to Kairouan, Tunisia. The 94
th
 Fighter Squadron, 1st 

Fighter Group transfers with P-38's from Chateaudun-du-Rhumel, Algeria to Mateur, 

Tunisia. The air echelon of the 111
th
 Reconnaissance Squadron (Fighter), 68

th
 

Reconnaissance Group based at Nouvion, Algeria begins operating at Bou Ficha, Tunisia 

with P-51's.  The 311
th
 Bombardment Squadron (Dive), Twelfth Air Force transfers with 

A-36's from La Senia, Algeria to Sale, French Morocco. This squadron is attached to the 

Northwest African Training Command and trains A-36 pilots. 

  

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   No Entry. 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   No mission today.  A few local flights were flown.  One officer 

and one enlisted man came into the squadron as replacements.  This evening a double 

header volley ball game was played between our officers and groupôs officers.  We won 

the first game 23 to 21 after which a heated argument between Lt. Hoekam and Lt. 

McKeever and Lt. Goldstein of group as to who had the best team.   The outcome was a 

thousand franc bet on the next game.  Again group took a trimming, 21 to 14. 

Goldstein, Joseph P., 2Lt, Special Services, HQ 321
st
 BG 

Hoekam, Robert D., 2Lt, pilot          McKeever, Francis D., 2Lt, bombardier 

 

446
th

 BS War Diary :  Regular combat zone activities.  

 

447
th

 BS War Diary:  Usual garrison duties. 

 

448
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry 

 

448
th

 BS:  War Diary of:  Colby, Edward R., S/Sgt, radio-gunner (G crew): 

ñRoberts Field to Dakar. Saw sub chasing 3 tankers and cruiser ï crash dived.ò 

 

 



Monday, 21 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):  

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):    
 

  In Italy,  B-24's attack the ferry terminal and surrounding areas at 

Villa San Giovanni, and the harbor area and railroad yards at Reggio di Calabria. Royal 

Air Force (RAF) heavy bombers follow up with raids on the same targets. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):     
 

  In Italy, Wellingtons bomb Naples during the night of 20/21 Jun. The 

following day, B-17's hit the Naples railroad yards, Salerno marshalling yard and trestle, 

Battipaglia marshalling yard, and Cancello Arnone air depot. Fighters fly patrol, 

reconnaissance, and convoy escort.  HQ 61
st
 Troop Carrier Group and its 59

th
 Troop 

Carrier Squadron transfer with C-47's from Lourmel, French Morocco to Kairouan, 

Tunisia.  HQ 480
th
 Antisubmarine Group, AAF Antisubmarine Command is activated at 

Port Lyautey, French Morocco to control Antisubmarine Squadrons patrolling the 

Atlantic Ocean off Morocco.  The 60
th
 Fighter Squadron, 33

rd
 Fighter Group transfers 

with P-40's from Sousse, Tunisia to Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean.  The 317
th
 

Fighter Squadron, 325
th
 Fighter Group transfers with P-40's from Souk-el-Khemis, 

Tunisia to Mateur, Tunisia. 

 

HQ 321
st
 BG War Diary:   The seventy-fifth mission took off at 1055 on June 21, 1943, 

with 36 planes to bomb the railroad yards, facilities and stock at Battipaglia.  They 

dropped 286 three-hundred pound bombs with .1 and .025 fusing from 7,000 to 10,000 

feet at 1347.  The marshalling yards, transformer, and repair-sheds were hit.  Some 

bombs fell short and some over into the town.  A huge cloud of smoke was observed over 

Salerno.  One JU-290 was observed to be smoking and disappeared after being fired upon 

by the escort.  Thirty enemy aircraft, mostly twin-engine, were seen on the Monte 

Corvino airdrome.  Small boats were observed in the harbor.  Flight leaders were Capt. 

Burns, Capt. Tipton, Capt. Veum, Capt. Seel, Capt. Culp and Lieut. Bonus.  Col. Taylor, 

Maj. Pemberton, Maj. Roth, Maj. Pendleton and Maj. Willhite flew as observers. 

Bonus, Robert M., 1Lt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

Burns, John P. "Buster", Capt, pilot, 447
th
 BS 

Culp, Merle H., Capt, pilot, 448
th
 BS 

Pemberton, Francis R., Maj, intelligence, HQ 321
st
 BG 

Pendleton, J. W., Maj, HQ 47th Wing 

Roth, John A., Maj, HQ 82nd FG 

Seel, Peter B., Jr., Capt, pilot, 447
th
 BS 

Taylor, Y. H. (i.o.), Col, Chief of Staff, HQ 47th Wing 

Tipton, Richard Pike "Tip", Capt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

Veum, Ole E., Capt, pilot, 448
th
 BS 

Willhite, Theodore E., Maj, HQ 47th Wing 

 



Monday, 21 June 1943 (continued) 
 

HQ 321
st
 BG Communications Log: 

T/Sgt RAY SAVARESE 1145
th
 Q.M. Co. will report at 07:30 at Operations, 

plane to arrive not later than 09:00 

 

16:50 Call from Lt. ANDERSON.  Maximum servicing and the average gas 

consumption of todayôs flights on mission. 

 

08:15 Captain SEEL to send A/C to TELERGMA for Engineering Parts. 

 

Replacement A/C are arriving without equipment and are being put thru flight test 

and are being stripped of tools, etc.  Planes are not bothered until arrival at 

LASENIA. 

Gas Consumption 

    447th       448
th
      445

th
       446

th
 

41-30002 -- 625 41-13172 -- 765 41-3201   -- 690 41-12928 -- 763 

41-13210 -- 675  41-12926 -- 675 41-13211 -- 715 41-13008 -- 750 

42-32430 -- 650 41-30001 -- 655 41-13198 -- 790 41-13208 -- 745 

42-53487 -- 600 41-30005 -- 810 42-32486 -- 620 

41-12925 -- 650 42-64519 -- 710 41-30387 --  

41-13181 -- 660 42-64552 -- 675 42-64575 -- 690 

42-64600 -- 710 42-64655 -- 655 41-13179 -- 550 

42-32498 -- 560 41-30355 -- 620 42-53428 -- 745 

42-32450 -- 635 42-64514 -- 705 41-13207 -- 735 

41-12961 -- 625 41-29998 -- 785 41-13202 -- 570 

41-30000 -- 235* 41-29967 -- 610 41-12924 -- 765 

42-64657 -- 245* 41-30326 -- **  42-53373 -- 775 

 * returned early. 

          ** Leak in rocker box. 

 

 1Lt AXSON (Ralph L., Jr.) in A/C number 42-29771 destination TELERGMA. 

 

Formation will go out in right Echelon (boxes of 12), stacked down.  Will hit deck 

as soon as possible.  Start climb about 20 minutes from Coast of ITALY.  Will 

bomb at 9000, 9500 and 10000 ft.  on heading of 325° at 200 M.P.H.  Formation 

will return to deck as soon as possible after leaving target. 

 

Captain HICKEY called giving co-ordinates for the GROMBALIA A/P 36Á37ôN, 

10Á40ôE. 

 

Called Major WILLHITE.  ñNew bombing and gunnery range will not be used for 

gunnery until further notice, Squadrons will fly off coast and drop sticks.ò 

 

Planes on gunnery Missions off Coast will be reported by teletype to:  MLO 

BONE, MLO RAF (fighter LA SALA), CGNSAF. 



Monday, 21 June 1943 (continued) 
 

HQ 321
st
 BG Mission Summary: (Ops Order 63/mission 62) Group Mission # 75: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 75, 21 June 1943 

 

1. 321
st
 Bombardment Group (M) 

 

2. At  1055       36___    _B-25s__  took off to  bomb  RR yards, facilities and stock at  

      Time   No. A/C    Type A/C                                                     Target 

Battipaglia.   __None_ returned early. __36___ dropped  286x300 lb bombs with 1/10  

                     No. A/C                           No. A/C                No. & Type 

And .025 fusing from 7000/10,000 feet at 1347.  __36__ returned at 1600 

                                               Alt.              Time   No. A/C                  Time                                                                             

 

3. Marshalling yards, transformer, repair sheds hit.  Some bombs short and some over 

into town.  Huge cloud of smoke seen over Salerno. 

 

4. Air --- 1 JU-290 fired on seen smoking as it disappeared after attack by escort.  30  

      E/A on Monte Corvino A/D, mostly T/E. 

Marine - Small boats in harbor. 

Land --- One report of three groups of new barracks north of town.   One report of  

large convoy of gray-green vehicles on road north of Roccadaspide heading 

east. 

Flak --- None. 

     

5. Enroute --- 7/10 coverage at 5000 feet. 

Over sea--- Clearing. 

Target ----- Cumulus at 7000 feet, haze. 

Return ----- High cumulus, haze. 

 

6. None. 

Route: Circled field at 4000 feet.  On course at 1123.  Passed Cap Ben Sekka at  

1138, then down to deck.  Started climb to 9000 feet 70 miles SW of Cape 

Licosa at 1312.  At Cape Licosa descended to 7000 feet because of cloud 

cover.  Made bomb run at 7000 feet.  Left turn to deck and home. 

 

Flight leaders ï Captains Burns, Tipton, Veum, Seel, Culp and Lt. Bonus 

Observers ï Colonel Taylor, Majors Pemberton, Pendleton, Roth, and Willhite.  

Number of sorties flown this date:  36   

Photos taken. 

        FRANCIS R. PEMBERTON, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Intelligence Officer 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 



Monday, 21 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 
 

Briefing of combat crew members of a B-25 Mitchell group at a forward airbase in North 

Africa.  Capt. Malcolm D. Haven of Winnetka, Ill. is telling the men that they have the 

honor of being the first American medium bombers to attack targets in Italy. 

 

445
th

 BS War Diary:   The enlisted men lost to the officers in a volley ball game ï 22 to 

20. 

 

445
th

 BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 63/mission 62) Group Mission # 75: Thirty 

six B-25ôs (12 of the 445
th
) took off to bomb the marshalling yards and power plant at 

Battipaglia in Italy, about 40 miles south of Naples.  This was the first time that medium 

bombers have ever hit Europe proper in the Mediterranean area.  Thirty eight P-38ôs were 

our escort.  96 x 300 lb. demolition bombs were dropped by the 445
th
 from 8,000 ft.  The 

marshalling yards, a transformer and repair sheds were hit.  The hits rendered all 

approaches useless.  Some bombs fell short and some fell over into the town.   Twenty 

five units of rolling stock were destroyed and seventy-five percent of the power plant, 

which was the 445
th
 target, was destroyed.  There was no flak and one JU-290 was 

probably destroyed by the escort.  All ships returned safely.  The crews on this raid saw 

Mt. Vesuvious and the Isle of Capri.   


