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Author’s Preface
This research was initiated as a result of an article which appeared in the San Diego 
Union-Tribune newspaper which carried a story which I had written about a pilot who 
came from the city of Escondido.  The article included my email address.

Ms Nancy Preston read the article and contacted me via email writing:  “...my mother 
was married to a pilot of a bomber during the Second World War.  He was in the 446th 
Bomb Squadron, and was shot down at Anzio, Italy on the 19th of February 1944.  His 
airplane was a B-25C which fell out of the formation and crashed into the sea.  The 
incident was witnessed from aboard the British navy hospital ship St. Andrew.

The official documents state that the aircraft was headed directly toward the hospital 
ship but veered to the right and crashed into the sea about two hundred yards to the rear
of the ship.  This deliberate maneuver cost the lives of all seven crew members on board 
the aircraft, but saved the ship.

The interesting part is that my mother’s husband was the co-pilot.  I have a sister born 
March 5, 1944.  She has a box of documents that were sent to our mother during this 
time.  If you are interested in this incident, you can contact me by replying to this 
email.”

The mother of Nancy Preston was Dorothy Winters, the wife of 2nd Lt. Robert Philo 
Burgess, who died in the crash of his B-25 off the coast of Anzio.  Nancy was born from 
the second marriage of Dorothy, while the sister mentioned in the email, born March 5, 
1944, Mrs. Sandra Schumacher, was the biological daughter of Robert Burgess and 
Dorothy Winters.

Obviously, the story interested me and deserved to be written, so I began by going to see
the War Diaries of the 321st Bombardment Group on the 57th Bomb Wing Association 
website.  The Diaries list all of the missions flown and they are explained accurately, 
completely, and in great detail.  It is a veritable gold mine of information for historians.

On February 19, 1944 the 321st Bombardment Group flew two missions.  Mission no. 
216 in the morning and mission no. 217 in the afternoon.

The morning mission, #216, was the mission that cost Robert Burgess his life.  Reading 
the chronology of the event which happened that day, I saw that four B-25 aircraft were 
lost during that mission.

It did not seem to me to be enough to write only about the loss of Robert Burgess’ ship, 
“Pink Lady,” so I decided to write about all four of the bombers lost on mission #216.



After stating my intention to write the complete story of mission #216, the sisters, 
Sandra and Nancy, began sending me the materials they had, photos, and some very 
interesting documents in considerable quantity.  So, I decided to write about mission 
#216 as well as the biography of Robert Philo Burgess.

Later, while I was writing up the research, I came in contact with Judy Rice, the 
daughter of 2nd Lt. James William “Bill” Kuykendall, the co-pilot of one of the B-25s 
lost during mission #216.  She had a lot of material regarding her father.  This convinced
me to also insert biographical information on James Kuykendall.  At this point the 
research would cover two biographies and four aircraft.

But this was not the end.  Of the four B-25s, two crashed into the sea, another one was 
smashed in a disastrous belly landing at the Gaudo Airfield, and the fourth one went 
down in enemy territory.  I started looking to identify the crash site of the ship that went 
down in enemy territory, and found that the point of impact was only eight kilometers 
south of Rome.  I investigated the crash site with the help of invaluable testimonies of 
some local people, and learned that other aircraft had crashed in the same area, an Italian
Macchi 202 shot down by a P-38 in 1943 and another B-25 of the 321st Bombardment 
Group also in 1943.

In the end my research now comprised the stories of the four B-25s lost during mission 
#216 of February 19, 1944, the story of the B-25 that crashed in 1943 and biographies of
two aviators on this mission, Robert Burgess and James William Kuykendall.

 So, this research which started from a single idea, gradually developed step by step 
adding chapters not initially foreseen.  A comprehensive research project encompassing 
the exhausting battle on the ground between two armies, and the battle between the air 
and the ground: of the anti-aircraft guns against the aircraft, the battle in the air: fighters 
against the bombers, and the life on the ground among the civilians.  All of this to give 
the reader a generalized picture of the situation at this time, viewed from the ground as 
well as from the air.

To complete it all, two biographies of the two co-pilots of the 321st Bombardment Group
covering much of their life, and the interminable training process required to become 
military pilots, all accompanied by many photos and documents, kindly provided by the 
two pilot’s daughters and other family members.

A complex research to assemble from a multitude of successive events, a gigantic puzzle
with many pieces to combine.



I hope that I have succeeded in putting together a good work.  I hope you enjoy reading 
this history.

Claudio Mischi



The Invasion of Anzio
The invasion of Anzio, code named Operation Shingle, was an amphibious landing 
conducted by the Allies on the coast of the Tyrrhenian Sea before the towns of Anzio 
and Nettuno during the Italian campaign in World War II.

The objective was to create a bridgehead at Anzio, beyond the German army deployment
at the Gustav Line, in such a way as to circumvent it and force the enemy to divert a 
significant number of forces from the Cassino front.  This would allow Mark Clark’s 5th 
Army to break through along the Tyrrhenian flank of the Gustav Line.  Simultaneously,  
the Allied troops disembarked at Anzio and occupying the Alban Hills would impede the
retreat of the German divisions.  Their destruction would result in the liberation of Rome
and shorten the war in Italy.

Part of the invasion fleet photographed from on board the cruiser HMS Mauritius.  Photo collected 
from the Web



The invasion took place on the 22nd of June 1944 led by the VI Army Corps commanded 
by Major General John P. Lucas.  But as a whole Operation Shingle did not manage to 
achieve the desired results.

The German forces under the command of Field Marshal Albert Kesselring, in spite of 
the initial surprise, managed to block the advance of the VI Corps and mounted a series 
of counter attacks.  This presented serious difficulties for the Anglo-American forces and
caused heavy casualties.

The long and exhausting battle for position which followed in the area around the 
bridgehead continued into the following Spring when the Germans were finally force to 
retreat after the fall of Monte Cassino.

Also in this case, however, the principal objective, the destruction of the German armies 
in Italy, did not follow.  The German forces escaped the grip of the enemy and reformed 
along the Gothic Line.  This bulwark halted the Anglo-American armies in the 
Apennines for months.

Anzio Bridgehead disembarking men and material.  Photo:  Imperial War 
Museum



Facts Prior to the Landing at Anzio: Strategic Context

At the end of the Tehran Conference held from November 28 to December 1, 1943 
where the so called “Big Three” of the Second World War met, Joseph Stalin for the 
Soviet Union, Franklin D. Roosevelt for the United States and Winston Churchill for the 
United Kingdom, General Dwight Eisenhower, who at that time was the supreme 
commander of the Mediterranean Theater, was appointed Supreme Commander of the 
Allied Expeditionary Forces in Europe and the commander in charge of Operation 
Overlord.

Overlord was the code name for the planned invasion of Europe, which was initiated 
June 6, 1944 with the objective of establishing a bridgehead on the land at Normandy to 
be followed by the liberation of France.   The Eisenhower was replaced in the post he 
vacated first by Henry Maitland Wilson, who served for one year, and then by Harold 
Alexander who held the post for the remainder of the conflict.

The Mediterranean then became a theater of operations primarily under British 
command, and the Americans considered it to be secondary to Overlord.  It was this so 
called “second front” to which they concentrated their maximum organizational and 
material efforts.

Nevertheless, the British Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, succeeded in convincing 
the Americans of the value of maintaining a constant pressure on the Italian front and the
Aegean Sea.  Eisenhower, continuously consulted, granted the posting of 68 LSTs to the 
Mediterranean.  The LST, Tank Landing Ship, also called “Landing Ship, Tank,” was the
specialized craft used for amphibious operations during the War.  These boats were 
originally designated for use in Overlord, but were diverted in order to facilitate the 
liberation of Rome.  Afterwards they could be used for the planned invasion of Southern 
France (Operation Anvil, which was also discussed at Tehran).  Then they would be 
transferred to Great Britain for the invasion of Normandy.

The details were worked out at the Cairo Conference.  A the conclusion of the 
conference the Americans remained determined to follow the strategy already agreed 
upon: after the fall of Rome the XV Army Group of Alexander deployed in Italy, would 
advance toward the north to the Pisa-Rimini Line, but the forces would be reduced and 
diverted to the invasion of Southern France.  The main Allied forces would remain 
committed to Western Europe.



In Italy, however, the advance of the Allies remained very difficult; after the landing at 
Salerno the campaign ran into bitter resistance from the Wehrmacht, and breaking 
through the “Winter Line” established by Field Marshall Albert Kesselring 
(Oberbefehlshaber Süd) between Gaeta and Ortona, turned out to be more difficult than 
expected.  The Winter Line was formed by a series of outposts arranged in depth, code-
named the Barbara Line.  Behind it was the Bernhardt Line anchored in the hills around 
Cassino, which made the most of the natural defenses of the Barigliano and Rapido 
Rivers.

These two lines were the best equipped elements of the Gustav Line which coincided 
with the German front cutting the Italian peninsula in half south of Rome.  On the 
eastern flank of the Allied deployment was the veteran 8th Army of Field Marshal 
Bernard Montgomery which managed to cross the Sangro River, but could not exploit its
success due to the tenacious German resistance at Ortona and the incessant rain which 
made the flat land impassable. On the Tyrrhenian side of the line was the 5th Army of 
General Mark Clark, which had advanced to the Garigliano River.  From here the 
Americans could march along the Liri Valley, overcome Montecassino, then advance to 
Rome.  But the road along the river was dominated by the peaks of Mount Camino 
(encompassing the peaks of Mount La Defensa, Mount Remetanea and Mount 
Maggiore), Rotondo and Sammucro which the Germans had conveniently garrisoned.  It
was necessary to scale each high ground and conquer them in a series of heavy combats 
from November 29th to December 21, 1943.

It was only on December 5, 1943 that Clark was finally able to advance on Cassino, but 
the tenacious and efficient resistance of the paratroopers of the 1st Fallschirm-Panzer-
Division, “Hermann Göring,” obliged the Allies to halt, and forced them to fight a long 
and costly battle of attrition.  The failure of the first attacks put an end to Clark’s hope 
for a rapid advance against the capitol along state route 6 Casilina.  Nevertheless, the 
General remained confident in the immediate future, since he knew that since November
3rd a plan was being studied (supported by the Supreme Commander Eisenhower) to 
unhinge the Winter Line.  It would entail the disembarking of part of the 5th Army in the 
area of Anzio, 50 kilometers south of Rome.  In fact, in line with the political decision, a
rapid conquest of Rome and an advance toward the Pisa-Rimini line would permit the 
Allies to make use of the LSTs stationed in the Mediterranean for Operation Anvil, 
which could only leave using the ports in Northern Italy.



At the end of 1943 the planned rotation between Eisenhower and Maitland Wilson took 
place on December 31, 1943.  Also Montgomery left Italy passing command of the 8th 
Army to General Oliver Leese.

Churchill, however, did not renounce his ambitious strategic plan for the Mediterranean. 
Affirming that too many resources had been devoted to the Italian campaign to consider 
giving up the campaign, he proposed once again the idea of a landing at Anzio, code-
named Operation Shingle, but with superior forces in order to render the bridgehead 
unassailable, and the possible result of drawing German forces from the Gustav Line.  
The new plan “the cat’s paw” as he called it, foresaw the debarkation of two infantry 
divisions, an operation which would require at least 80 LSTs.  But a large number of 
them as of the 15th of January would be moved to Great Britain to be used for Operation 
Overlord.

Churchill proposed to take a portion of them necessary for the landing at Anzio, and then
to keep them in the Mediterranean for an additional three weeks.

In spite of the objections of Eisenhower, who considered the invasion of France the 
absolute priority, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt approved the plan: the 
withdrawal of the LSTs was postponed to February 6th and Overlord from mid-May to 
June 4th. 

 In the beginning of January 1944 the other necessary means began to assemble at the 
port of Naples and other nearby anchorages.  Churchill was successful in obtaining 80 
LSTs capable of landing two divisions, all of their matériel, and a third division in a 
second operation.

However, the preparations were marred by the haste necessitated by the requirement that
the landings take place before the end of January.  However the Anglo-American 
commanders remained optimistic due to the predominate air superiority achieved by the 
end of 1943 having at their disposal in Italy around 2,000 aircraft of the 12th Air Force 
under Major General Jimmy Doolittle which were part of the Northwest Africa Strategic 
Air Force, to which the Luftwaffe could only oppose with about 300 aircraft at the time 
of the invasion.  But aviation had to deal with the winter weather on several occasions.  
In fact it was not so much the Luftwaffe that prevented the effective protection of the 
bridgehead, but the adverse weather conditions which often blocked the combat 
missions.  In addition the German troops took advantage of the bad weather to move 
troops and build fortification during the night and in bad weather, reducing the 
effectiveness of the Allied air superiority.



When General Clark was informed of the plan it was the 12th of January, seventeen days 
before the landings initially planned for the 29th.  The plan was to land in strength and 
march toward the interior in order to cut the German communication lines between the 
northern part of the peninsula and the Gustav Line.  At the same time the 5th Army would
initiate an offensive along the Cassino front, profiting from the certain re-positioning of 
German troops to face the Allied troops landing at Anzio and Nettuno.  At this point the 
US troops would have overcome the opposition at Cassino and halted the German 10th 
Army by the troops at the Anzio bridgehead.  This would give them the opportunity to 
close off the valleys of the low Alban Hills.  The maneuver would allow Clark to get out 
of the stalemate, and get ahead of the 8th Army mired on the other side of the Apennines, 
and liberate Rome.  Finally, the General could use State Road 6 to follow the Liri Valley,
cross the modest Apennine chain, putting him directly in the city of Rome.

From their side, the Germans maneuvered with skill as when the Volturno Line was 
breached and they fell back to the Gustav Line.  At this juncture the contrasts between 
Field Marshal Erwin Rommel, Supreme Commander of Army Group B, deployed in 
Northern Italy, and Field Marshal Kesselring, who led Army Group C in central-
southern Italy became apparent.  Rommel was of the opinion that Penisola should be 
abandoned in order to crystallize the defense along the Tuscan-Emilian Appennines, 
while Kesselring felt strong enough to face the Allies along the Gustav Line.  Hitler 
eventually backed Kesselring, who assumed supreme command of the German forces in 
Italy on November 21, 1943.

Rommel returned to Germany and the 14th Army of Generaloberst Eberhard von 
Mackensen, initially located in northern Italy, was deployed south of Rome as reserves 
for the 10th Army of Generaloberst Heinrich von Vietinghoff, who was in charge of the 
defense of Cassino.  Operation Shingle was based upon the assumption that the Germans
would have to turn away from Cassino to meet the amphibious landings at Anzio, but 
they did not count on the possibility that Kesselring would have fresh divisions stationed
south of Rome.   According to Kesselring, it was also clear that the landing would have 
occurred in conjunction with an offensive against the Gustav front.  For that reason he 
arranged for the arrival of four reserve divisions with which he could react to the 
expected Allied offensive.  Two of them did not arrive in time.  Kesselring was, 
however,  able to station the 92nd Infantry Division north of Rome, and the 4th 
Paratrooper Division south of Rome, while the 29th and the 90th Panzer Grenadier were 
held in reserve to counter the eventual invasion.



For the operation the US VI Corps commanded by Major General John Lucas, 
coordinated with the 1st British Infantry Division under General Penney, and the 3rd 
Infantry Division of the energetic Major General Lucian Truscott.  There were other 
units designated as reinforcements such as the 1st and 3rd Ranger Battalions of Colonel 
William Darby, the paratroopers of the 504th Infantry Airborne Regiment of Colonel 
Reuben Tucker, the 83rd Chemical Battalion, the 9th Commando of the British Army and 
the 43rd Commando of the Royal Marines.

In Naples there were two other American divisions that were able to arrive on the 
beaches of Anzio almost immediately after the first LSTs completed their initial 
operations.  They were the 1st Armored Division of the 45th Infantry Division under the 
commands of Major General Ernest Harmon and Major General William Eagles 
respectively.  They represented the forces that Lucas could have used to exploit his 
initial success, provided that the bridgehead, in the first days, was well consolidated so 
as to allow an easy landing.  In total the forces dedicated to Operation Shingle numbered
110,000.

It is also important to emphasize that a simultaneous attack on the Gustav Line had been 
arranged, in such a way as to force the Germans to use their reserves and establish a 
defensive perimeter, then they were to be submitted to a decisive break-through from 
their rear.  Anzio would be the “left punch that would deliver the knockout to the 
German forces.”  Alexander and Clark decided to begin the battle a week before the 
landing on the evening of January 17th along the banks of the Garigliano River.  The 
attack would start with the British X Army Corps, followed on January 20th by the US II 
Army Corps.  The Generals aimed to cross the Rapido River and enter the Liri Valley, 
hoping in this way to create a deep salient in the direction of the bridgehead in the 
process of being formed, with good chances of joining up with them.



The Germans and the Italians

The Germans occupied the region around Anzio and Nettuno immediately after the 
Armistice of Cassibile of September 8, 1943. They fortified the position with some 
coastal batteries, evacuated the civilians from the houses overlooking the sea, and made 
preparations to destroy the port.  In addition they requisitioned several homes to house 
the garrison troops and for soldiers returning from the front.

With the arrival of winter and the impossibility of the Allies to attempt incisive 
operations along the backbone of the Apennines, Field Marshal Kesselring decided to 
leave the central sector virtually unguarded, and to employ the bulk of his troops on the 
Tyrrhenian and Adriatic sides of the central mountain range.

The troops in Italy, withdrawn from the mobile reserve of the OKW (Oberkommando 
der Wehrmacht), were of excellent quality, and so they remained for the entire duration 
of the Italian campaign.  In October the deployment included the 3rd and the 15th Panzer 
Grenadier Division facing the 5th Army, the 1st Paratroop Panzer Division (Herman 
Göring) forming the reserve, while the largest Adriatic front was garrisoned by the 16th 
Panzer Division, the 26th Panzer Division, the 29th Panzer Grenadiers, the 1st Paratroop 
Division and two divisions of infantry.

When, on January 30th Lucas attempted to advance he found the road blocked by the 
German 14th Army of General von Mackensen which had been newly established.  They 
were deployed as a strategic reserve and a protection of the probable zone of invasion 
along the coast.  At the moment of the first counter attack against the bridgehead at 
Anzio, they were able to deploy thirty-three infantry battalions. 

Kesselring, in spite of the initial surprise, reacted with great speed and immediately 
activated the so called Fall Richard (the Richard Case), the planned reaction to the 
probable invasion along the Tyrrhenian coast.  In a few days there flowed into the sector 
of the bridgehead at Anzio the 1st Paratroop Corps with the “Herman Göring” Panzer 
Division, the 4th Paratroop Division, the 76th Panzer Corps – formed from the 26th Panzer
Division, the 3rd and 29th Panzer Grenadiers and four infantry divisions, seconded by 
order of the high command from Northern Italy and the Balkans.

On January 23th General von Mackensen assumed command of the 14th Army and was 
charged with organizing these divisions and countering the Allied forces landing at 
Anzio.  The German troops quickly arrived in the area and by the 29th of January they 
already outnumbered all of the troops available to Lucas.



The Germans, albeit to a limited extent, could count on the support of some units of the 
Italian Social Republic (RSI), including assault vehicles of the reconstituted Xth MAS 
Flotilla, and torpedo bombers of the Buscaglia-Faggioni Torpedo Bomber Group, which 
carried out some attacks against naval units at Anzio.  Also some land units of the RSI 
were employed on the front, especially in from March to June 1944.



The Landing

At 17:20 hours on Friday the 21st of January the fleet of Rear Admiral Thomas 
Troubridge weighed anchor at Naples.  After making a feint to the south, the fleet 
headed toward the open sea.  At 00:04 hours on D-Day, four minutes behind schedule, 
the first of the invaders dropped anchor five kilometers from the coast and initiated 
landing operations, favored by gentle winds and a calm sea.

The British 1st Division disembarked on the left flank eight kilometers north of Anzio 
over a large stretch of beach named “Peter Beach,” adjacent to the current location of the
Lido dei Gigli Resort.  The beach was subdivided from north to south as Red, Yellow 
and Green beach.  The engineers quickly devoted themselves to sweeping the mines on 
the beach.  Soon after thousands of men advanced to the Padiglione Woods.  They 
encountered only a small group of German soldiers who were taken prisoner while they 
were still sleeping.  Meantime, the operations unloading the supplies had slowed down 
and there was a certain confusion on the beaches.

On the right flank was X-Ray beach.  The US 3rd Infantry Division landed a little south 
of Nettuno in the Red and Green sectors which extended up to Torre Astura, while the 
Rangers penetrated in toward the Paradiso Casino north of Anzio after landing at the 
Yellow sector (situated between Anzio and Nettuno).

Using some flamethrowers briefly, the Rangers secured the surrender of an anti-aircraft 
battery positioned there and took nineteen prisoners.  In the meantime the army 
engineers removed from the docks at the port of Anzio over 20 tons of explosives which 
the Germans had placed there with the intention of destroying the docks in case of an 
invasion.

At 03:05 hours General Lucas, who was aboard the amphibious flagship USS Biscayne 
observing the landing by telescope, transmitted coded messages to General Clark:  “Sky 
tranquil, sea calm, little wind, our presence not discovered.”  “No tanks yet on the 
beaches, but the attack is proceeding well.”

At 06:15 hours General Truscott had a corvette transport him to the land in order to 
coordinate the advance of the three infantry regiments of the 3rd Division, which had 
penetrated five kilometers into the interior only encountering sporadic gunfire from the 
German lookouts in retreat.  They demolished the bridges over the Mussolini canal to 
prevent flanking maneuvers on their right.  At 07:30 the Rangers occupying Anzio and 
shortly after that the airborne of the 504th Regiment took Nettuno.  The military police 



installed signage to channel and manage the continuing influx of vehicles, tanks and 
troops, which were being welcomed by the local population.  The situation on the beach 
was so tranquil that at 09:00 hours General Alexander, Admiral Troubridge and General 
Clark (each in their own motor launch), boarded the USS Biscayne where they were 
greeted by an optimistic Lucas.  He described the excellent situation, the lack of any 
serious German resistance, and how the landings had taken place without problems and 
the losses had so far been negligible.

The generals then climbed into their DUKW amphibious trucks and headed toward the 
shore.  They inspected the bridgehead, and tried to gauge the morale of the troops.  Clark
stopped to talk to Truscott.  Returning to the Biscayne, they complimented General 
Lucas, then took motor launches back to Naples without leaving him any orders or 
instructions.

US troops and vehicles land at the Anzio sector.   Photo:  WWII Signal Corps Photograph 
Collection



In effect the Allies had caught the German command completely by surprise.  By 
midnight of D-Day 27,000 American, 9,000 British troops and 3,000 vehicles occupied a
landing area 25 kilometers long and 4 to 6 kilometers deep.  January 22nd registered only
thirteen fatalities due to the long range German artillery and the occasional incursions of
the Luftwaffe.  General Lucas himself found it hard to believe that the operations had 
taken place with the total absence of the enemy.  General Alexander showed himself to 
be more cautious in an evening communication to Churchill: “It appears that we have 
achieved a nearly complete surprise.  I have insisted upon the importance mobile 
patrols in force to be sent ahead, but I have not yet had reports come back on their 
activity.”  But the Prime Minister said that he was satisfied that the VI Corp was 
“pushing its tentacles forward.”



Cover of the magazine "La Domenica del Corriere" of March 12, 1944 in which the Luftwaffe 
attacks against the Allied landing troops are highlighted.  Illustration from the Web



The German Countermeasures

Field Marshall Kesselring was always aware of the possibility of a landing of Allied 
troops to the rear of the Gustav Line and deliberately took the risk of stopping south of 
Rome, thinking that, with well-located reserves he would be able to repel an assault 
from the sea without abandoning the positions centered on Cassino.  The major part of 
the German reinforcements consisted of the 14th Army stationed in Italy, and in case of 
grave necessity, assisted by divisions located in France and the Balkans.  In November 
1943, also, detailed plans had been drawn up to counter any attempt to bypass the 
Gustav Line.  They were divided up into five possible landing locations, and for each 
there was devised a system for a rapid influx of reinforcements.

They conducted careful studies of itineraries, activated units with the specific task of 
keeping the mountain passes clear, set up emergency points for refueling, and, finally, 
distributed small groups of engineers ready to throw pontoon bridges across rivers that 
would have to be traversed.  This apparatus would start to function as soon as the code 

German tank troops with a Sturmpanzer IV, also known as "Brummbär," in the Anzio-Nettuno area
at the beginning of 1944.  Photo from the Web



word “Fall Richard” (Richard case) was transmitted.  The Allied attack against Cassino, 
however, showed itself to be more perilous than anticipated, and General von 
Vietinghoff requested two more divisions than had been assigned to him (the 29th and the
90th Panzer Grenadier Divisions in reserve south of Rome) because his right wing was 
being held by progressively worn out troops, and could soon be overwhelmed.

Kesselring was convinced by his reasoning and granted authorization, since they did not 
have any precise information about a possible Allied invasion.  In this way, according to 
General von Senger, they were guaranteed certain tactical success.  This was verified 
during the German counter attack (January 20th - 22nd) along the Gustav Line.  
Kesselring was at first taken by surprise by the landing in force.  He immediately gave 
the order to put “Fall Richard” into action, i.e. the reinforcements began to move, but it 
would take all morning for the first elements to come on line.  They could only rely on 
one weary battalion of the 29th Panzer Grenadier Division, which was not deployed due 
to heavy losses.

Worried that the situation could evolve catastrophically from one moment to another,  
they worked hard to defend the Alban Hills.  They managed to gather together as many 
personnel as possible to contain the Allied wedge.  Numerous mobile artillery of the 
Luftwaffe, and cannons not allocated elsewhere were diverted to southern Lazio.



With surprising rapidity the Germans encircled the bridgehead with a cordon, albeit thin.
Kesselring transferred into the zone even the staffs of the 1st Paratroop Corps and the 
LXXVI Panzer Corps, rushed in from the Adriatic, then on January 23rd he gave General 
von Mackensen control of all of the forces around Anzio and neighboring areas.

On this occasion, the Field Marshall confided:  I consider our defense position to be 
consolidated so that we no longer have to fear a serious reverse.  One after another, 
moving at night to avoid Allied air attacks, an additional five divisions were moved in to
block the enemy’s penetration.  The expert Herman Göring Panzer Division positioned 
itself in front of the American regiments, the 3rd Panzer Grenadier Division, having 
responsibility of the stretch in front of Campoleone, faced the British, and, finally, the 
65th Infantry Division was charged with building a defensive line beyond the Moletta 
River.  The 29th and the 90th Panzer Grenadier Divisions were disengaged from the 

In this photo, seen from the back on the left, a Sturmpanzer IV, also known as Brummbär, passing a
Tiger I of the Panzer-Abtilung 508, in the Nettuno-Anzio area in March 1944.  Photo: Bundesarchiv,
photo Vack.



Cassino front, the latter becoming the new reserve of the group of Armies behind 
Cassino, still dependent upon the 10th Army.

In the middle of February, when the menace of the Allies against the south front had 
ceased, Kesselring moved three more divisions from the Gustav Line to the northwest.  
Moreover, he was also able to detach the 26th Panzer Division, given that, according to 
the estimate of the Field Marshall, the British 8th Army was unable to make further 
progress.   

In the front, a Strumgeschütz III of the 26th Panzer Division near Nettuno in March 1944.  Behind 
it, a Panther of the 4th Panzer Regiment, detached from the 13th Panzer Division.  Photo: 
Bundesarchiv 



Consolidation of the Bridgehead

The primary objective of the Allies was to reinforce the bridgehead, therefore the VI 
Corps would have advanced toward the Alban Hills with regiment strength patrols, 
armored cars, light tanks, with the intention of menacing the communication lines 

The debarkation of men and materials continued tirelessly until the end of January.  Here we see an 
Albion truck and a Sexton self-propelled artillery vehicle. In the water next to the bridge is a DUKW.
Photo from the Web



between Rome and the Gustav Line, and force the Germans to move divisions north to 
avoid being cut off.

This maneuver proved to be too weak and too optimistic, because the 10th Army did not 
abandon its fortified positions around Cassino.

General Alexander knew that his forces could not defend a 30-kilometer front which ran 
from the Alban Hills to the hills above Cori, because, they expected the Germans to 
launch a massive counter attack using the divisions located in Northern Italy while 
General von Vietinghoff pulled back from the Gustav Line.

Alexander’s arrangements were unclear and Clark, not knowing what to expect at Anzio,
opted to contact General Lucas and order him to “occupy and consolidate the Anzio 
bridgehead.” and then to advance toward the Alban Hills.  He also warned him not to 
expose himself as Clark did in Salerno.  It was this message, probably, that inspired the 
excessive prudence in Lucas, who dedicated all of his energy exclusively to the 
fortification of the bridgehead.

General Lucas had at his disposal by January 24th of about 50,000 men and 5,000 
vehicles.  Several Italian troops of the co-belligerent Italian army were involved in the 
unloading of troops, equipment and supplies.  Rome was less than 50 kilometers to the 
northwest and the road to the capital was practically wide open, but Lucas delayed the 
arrival of the 1st Armored Division until D-Day+4 (January 26th), giving four precious 
days to Field Marshall Kesselring to complete the defensive deployments around Anzio.

The VI Army Corp remained practically immobile for 72 hours, since no enemy forces 
appeared before them.  Within a week they would be facing a force of 70,000.  Only on 
January 27th did the US 3rd Division come within five kilometers of Cisterna, using the 
Mussolini Canal to cover their right flank along the Pontine Marshes.

At the left sector, the British 1st Division spread along the Albano Road, passing about 
1.5 kilometers by the small town of Aprilia, known to the troops as “The Factory.”

In the meantime the debarking operations slowed due to the persistent bad weather and 
they became the target for the long range artillery of the Germans and the violent attacks
of the Luftwaffe, which launched missions against the ships and the lines of 
communications in spite of the weather.

At this point General Clark received a message from Lucas: The unloading operations 
had become impossible, due to prolonged rain, sleet, lightning and strong winds.  The 
port of Anzio was under fire from long range cannons.  The cannon fire was coming 



from two huge guns mounted on railway cars.  These were the large caliber Krupp K5 
283mm cannons.  They were situated on the rail line at the foot of the Alban Hills.  In 
the following days the Allies named the guns the “Anzio Express” and “Anzio Annie.”

Nevertheless, the bridgehead continued to grow up to a length of 25 kilometers and a 
depth of 11 kilometers.  The VI Army Corps remained firmly anchored, and had not yet 
begun the planned rapid march to Rome.  After his visit on January 25th, Alexander 
discussed the situation with Clark and confided to him that he did not think that Lucas 
was capable of managing the operation.  Lucas, in fact, did not intend to embark on a 
major offensive until the entire 1st Armored Division had arrived.

Two of these railroad cannons, the Germans named them “Leopold” and “Robert,” were 
already in Italy when the Allies landed at Anzio.  They had been in the process of being 

Railroad cannon 28cm K5 (E).  This imposing cannon built by Krupp, weighed 218 tons, barrel 
length of 71 feet, 283mm caliber.  It could fire once every 3-5 minutes, sending a projectile 53 miles 
with an elevation of 0 - 50º.  Photo from the Web 



sent to Tunisia, but the campaign in North Africa ended before they could join the battle,
and were still in Milan.  The Germans were not prepared for the opening of the Anzio-
Nettuno front, therefore, General Field Marshall Albert Kesselring thought to utilize 
these two artillery pieces to counter the Anglo-American advance along the Lazio coast.

The arrival of the two gigantic cannons was noted near Ciampino, in the territory of 
Marino, around February 5, 1944.  The firing zone was centered at the Ciampino rail 
station because it had the space to accommodate the gun and the turntable on which the 
artillery piece could be rotated to the required direction.  To conceal the gun they chose 
the rail tunnel at Cole Oliva, on the Caimpino – Frascati line, near the Villa Senni in the 
Grottaferrata territory.  The German army gun crews and support cars had a safe place in
the tunnel to hide from the incursion of Anglo-American aircraft, not far from Ciampino,
which they used establish the proper position for firing.  They were able to launch their 
deadly shells to any area in the Allied front, approximately 40 kilometers away.

The artillery fire was greatly feared; it is thought that during the month of May 1944, 
83% of the casualties in the US 3rd Division were due to the cannon fire.  The Allied 
troops were terrorized by the sinister hiss of the incoming shells.  They realized that 
there were two guns firing on them and they gave them the names “Aznzio Annie” and 
“Anzio Express.”  The Germans on their side named the guns “Leopold” and “Robert.”  
But some American units engaged in the battle nicknamed the artillery “Whistling 
Willie.”

The two cannons carried out their assigned task without much interference.  They are 
believed to have fired a total of 5,523 shells against the munition dumps, fuel dumps, 
against shipping and against the Anglo-American troops.  Toward the end of May 1944 
when the situation on the front changed, the cannons were withdrawn toward the north.

The path of retreat was very complicated.  The rail network was heavily damaged by the 
Allied bombing, and the skies were dangerous due to the presence of the Allied aviation.

“Robert,” “Anzio Express,” was subjected to a machine gun attack in open country near 
Civitavecchia, and after being damaged by explosives, it was abandoned by the German 
military to the Anglo-American troops.

“Leopold,” “Anzio Annie,” was immobilized in the rail station at Civitavecchia but not 
significantly damaged.  It was captured on June 7, 1944 by the Americans of the 168th 
Infantry Regiment of the 34th Division.



The cannons were dismantled and transported to Naples to be sent to the United States.  
They were studied, and, using parts of other cannons, they were made usable again and 
fired some test rounds in the first years of the 1950’s.

One of the two railroad cannons, 28cm K5 (E) being prepared for use by the German artillery crews.
Photo: Bundesarchiv



The 28cm K5 (E) cannon immobilized during the retreat from the front.   On top, a New Zealand 
soldier poses for a photo.  Photo from the Web



The German Counter Attack

On the 28th of January, Adolf Hitler sent a detailed directive to Field Marshall 
Kesselring.  The Führer was very preoccupied with the situation on the Eastern Front.  
There was a dramatic battle taking place at the Korsun Pocket, and he feared the opening
of a second front across the English Channel.   But he believed that the situation on the 
Anzio front finally gave Germany the opportunity to deliver a great and bloody defeat to
the Western enemies.

Hitler, then, confirmed the necessity to maintain at all costs the positions around 
Cassino, and at the same time ordered the organization of a large counter attack against 
the bridgehead in order to obtain a field victory of great importance, and also a 
propaganda victory.  Spurred on by this appeal, Kesselring, von Mackensen and the 
generals of the 14th Army went to work to eliminate what Hitler had baptized “the 
abscess south of Rome.”

It was decided that the attack would take place along the Anzio-Albano road, which 
offered the fasted route to the sea, and in addition, the possibility of splitting the Anglo-
American front and turn the overexposed troops of the British 1st Division.  The attack 
would be unleashed from the Campoleone station, and the emphasis would be placed on 
infiltrating the base of the salient by exploiting the natural orientation of the deep “wadi”
along the Moletta, or penetrating the bush on the right side of the “thumb.”

In view of the offensive, the German forces, entered into their positions in a mixed and 
chaotic manner, and had to reorganize.  The 1st Army Corp of Paratrooper (4th 
Fallschirmjäger Division, 65th Infantry Division) were assigned the western sector near 
Albano up to the mouth of the Moletta.  The central sector and eastern were placed 
under the command of the 76th Panzerkorps, fortified by the 3rd Panzer Grenadier 
Division and the 715th Infantry Division, members of the Kampfgruppe Gräser based 
near Albano.  Finally, the eastern flank was garnished by the 71st Infantry Division of the
“Hermann Göring” Panzer Division, with the 26th Panzer Division in reserve.

At 23:00 hours on February 3rd the Germans of the Gräser group went on the assault and 
in a few hours overwhelmed the Irish Guardie and the Scots on the left wing of the 
British deployment.  On the right the Gordon Highlanders, and the Sherwood Foresters 
were forced to retreat from their positions.  The Germans, using efficient infiltration 
tactics, were now able to isolate and attack the units less advanced and very quickly 
General Penney had a third of his division encircled.  Then he ordered the 168th Brigade 



of Brigadier General Kenneth Davidson, which had just landed, to advance toward 
Carroceto and to make a counter attack in order to liberate the isolated forces.

It was essential to rescue those units before nightfall.

The continuing bad weather impeded any action from the more numerous Allied air 
forces, and only the accurate artillery fire coming from the bridgehead, served to slow 
down the risky German offensive, and granted a small respite to the British, but after 
nightfall it would be of little use.

So, at 16:00 hours the 168th Brigade along with the 46th Royal Tank Regiment launched a
decisive attack on the German flank and opened a passage allowing for the retreat of the 
encircled forces, covered by an artillery barrage.

By midnight the last units made their way to safety, but the losses were considerable, 
and the Germans did not let up the pressure on the salient.

The offensive resumed on the evening of February 7th and by midnight the Germans had 
overcome the British 24th Brigade.  Then the Germans tried to repeat the action of 
February 3rd by encircling the enemy troops around Carroceto, which were retreating.

The next day they managed to occupy the slopes of Buonriposo to the west of the 
principal road, coming to within 100 yards of the British positions.  Meantime, four 
regiments of infantry with the aid of some Panther tanks, reached the heights of 
Carroceto and captured 800 men.

Aprilia also fell into German hands even though the encircling maneuver was 
unsuccessful.  The salient was now lost and the bridgehead was in danger of being cut in
two.  On February 10th General Penney advised Lucas that the situation was not 
sustainable, his division strength was halved, and some regiments had been practically 
wiped out.  Lucas then sent the 179th and the 180th Regiments of the 45th Infantry 
Division, which had been held in reserve, but their intervention was belated.

At dawn on February 11th the Anglo-American counter attack to retake Aprilia was 
thwarted by the poor coordination of the rifle infantry and the tanks.  Only a small angle 
of the periphery was secured, and on the morning of the 12th the German Grenadiers, 
supported by tanks, chased the Allies from the town.

General von Mackensen, who had established his HQ in a farmhouse at the western end 
of the Alban Hills, concentrated his troops at Carroceto and Aprilia.  They were able to 
advance five kilometers up to the Padiglione Woods.  They wedged themselves between 
the enemy divisions and split the bridgehead into two sections.



This plan, however, named “Operation Fishfang,” had been developed and imposed by 
Hitler, and neither von Mackensen, nor Kesselring were satisfied.  The two officers, 
however, worked hard to make sure Operation Fishfang was a success.



Operation Fishfang

At 6:30 hours, Wednesday the 16th of February the German artillery bombarded the 
British lines from via Anzio-Albano for 30 minutes.  The the infantry launched an attack
against the most forward units of the British line.  The German advanced guard, made 
up of the chosen Lehr infantry regiment, concentrated on a 10 kilometer front, attacking 
the American 45th Division and the British 56th Division.  The rifle battalions of the 157th

and 179th US Regiments, entrenched respectively on the right side and left side of 
Aprilia, lost ground, and it was only due to the resistance of the reserves that the front 
did not collapse.  Also the advanced units of the British 197th Regiment were pushed 
back at first, but despite the bitter clashes, by the end of the day the Germans had only 
captured a small portion of ground while suffering heavy casualties.  The Lehr 
Regiment, which Hitler expected to strike the decisive blow was decimated.

Kesselring urged von Mackensen to use the reserves and to send forward the 26th Panzer 
Division with support from the 29th Panzer Grenadier Division, but the commander of 
the 14th Army waited until the following morning, and after an attack by the Luftwaffe, 
sent in 70 tanks and three divisions of infantry against the 157th and the 179th American 
regiments. 

American soldiers using a metal detector search for mines.  Behind them are two destroyed 
Panzer IV tanks.  Anzio area.  Photo from the Web



At mid-day on February 16th, assisted by more Luftwaffe bombardments, at least 
fourteen German battalions drove a wedge of about 3 kilometers into the center of the 
45th Division lines, placing them in grave danger and causing them to pull back quickly 
and in great disorder.

To avert the immediate danger the Allies poured onto the enemy positions the fire from 
400 cannons, mortars and twenty-five tanks, along with four anti-aircraft 90mm batteries
firing level.  From the sea there was fire from destroyers and two cruisers, which moved 
in close to the coast.  And finally 800 aircraft swooped down from the sky in the course 
of the day dropping around 1,000 tons of bombs on the German troops and artillery 
positions.

The advance of the enemy was halted, and General Lucas attempted to reconstruct his 
crumbling front lines in the hours of calm that followed.  In the early hours of February 
17th the 45th Division undertook a feeble counter attack, which was easily repulsed by the
Germans, who at the dawn launched a new offensive, helped by a fresh battalion of 
Panzer Grenadiers, veterans of the Sicilian Campaign, the battle of Salerno and the hard 
combat on the Gustav Line.

The German Panzers continued to advance overcoming the feeble enemy resistance.  At 
mid-day the American 179th Infantry Regiment was destroyed and the survivors retreated
in great disorder to the last line of defense before the Padiglione Woods, an overpass 
which cut the Albano-Anzio road perpendicularly. 

On the left an M10 tank, and a M4 Sherman tank destroyed by German artillery.  Anzio Area.  
Photo: National Archives



At 14:00 hours by order of Lucas, Colonel Darby, command of the Rangers, replaced the
commander of the maimed 179th Regiment in order to reorganize it.  In the moments that
followed the Anglo-American artillery executed numerous volleys on the enemy front 
lines which reduced the German pressure.

At this point the battle quickly evolved in a very confusing manner.  The opposing 
artillery targeted the zone of conflict and a grenade exploded very close to the camp of 
General Penney, who was wounded by some shrapnel. He was replaced by General 
Templer, who maintained command of the 56th Division.

At the same time, right in the middle of the crisis, General Clark approved the 
appointment of General Truscott as deputy commander of the VI Corps, and filled his 
vacant position at the head of the 3rd Division with Brigadier General John O’Daniel.

On February 18th the weather worsened and nearly all of the Allied squadrons remained 
grounded, but a little before mid-day a single reconnaissance flight began to transmit 
information about the German movements.  A column of 3,500 men marching from 
Carroceto toward the south were targeted and destroyed by the concentrated fire of 224 
cannons.  In the hours that followed, that group of batteries continued to systematically 
hammer the positions and German troop concentrations which the reconnaissance 
aircraft reported.

Deployment of German Panther tanks in the Anzio area.  Photo from the Web



In the afternoon General von Mackensen, seeing the limited results, took a portion of his
troops and launched an attack from the east, but it was repulsed by the American 180th 
Infantry Regiment.  The German battalions were subjected to heavy casualties, and at 
21:30 hours they broke off the attack.

The initiative passed into the hands of the Allies, and on the 19th of February they 
marched out two American armored infantry regiments with an additional twenty M4 
Sherman tanks, which advanced 1.5 kilometers and captured 200 German soldiers.  This 
reduced the pressure on the 45th Division, exhausted by four days of combat.

The German divisions fought on for another two days and managed to maintain the 
positions they had reached, but they were no longer able to retake the offensive.  Field 
Marshall Kesselring suggested to Berlin that they suspend operations, and they received 
assent from Hitler.  Operation Fishfang had failed and cost the 14th Army over 4,500 
casualties and the loss of a great number of vehicles.  Some units, already under strength
were particularly tested by the fighting.  For example by February 23rd the 65th Infantry 
Division consisted of only 673 men.  Also the VI Corp suffered the most casualties, over
5,000 men.  The battle around Anzio one month after the landing had cost all together, 
Anglo-Americans and Germans, over 40,000 dead, wounded, missing and prisoners.  
This imposed an operational deadlock on both sides.

Sherman tank of the 46th Royal Tank Regiment. Anzio area.  Photo from the Web



In the foreground a German Panther tank.  Farther on, to the left, a destroyed Elephant heavy 
tank.  Anzio area.  Photo from the Web



Cover of the La Domenica del Corriere magazine from February 20, 1944 emphasizing the 
tenacious resistance of the German Army against the Allies on the Pontine Plain.  Illustration 
from the Web



The 321st Bombardment Group

Constituted as the 321st Bombardment Group (Medium) on the 19th of June 1942, they 
were activated on the 26th.  They prepared for service abroad with the B-25 Mitchell, and
were transferred to the Mediterranean Theatre during January-March 1943, assigned to 
the 12th Air Force.

The 321st was employed primarily in operations of support and interdiction, bombing 
marshaling yards, rail lines, roads, bridges, viaducts, troop concentrations, artillery 
positions, shipping, ports and other targets in North Africa, France, Sicily, Italy, 
Bulgaria, Yugoslavia and Greece.  At times they would drop propaganda leaflets behind 
enemy lines.  They took part in action against the Axis powers in North Africa during 
the period March-May 1943, in the reduction of Pantelleria and Lampedusa in June, in 
the invasion of Sicily in July, in the landing at Salerno in September, in the Allied 
advance on Rome June-January 1944, the invasion of southern France in August 1944, 
and the Allied operations in northern Italy from September 1944 to April 1945.

Commanders during the Second World War

Col. William C. Mills, 3 August, 1942

Col. Robert D. Knapp, September 1942

Lt. Col. Charles T. Olmsted, 5 December 1943

Lt. Col. Peter H. Remington, 18 March 1944

Lt. Col Charles F. Cassidy, Jr, 28 January 1945

Stations during the Second World War

Barksdale Field, LA, 26th June 1942

Columbia AAB, SC, circa 1st August 1942

Walterboro, SC, September 1942

DeRidder AAB, LA, circa 1st December 1942 - 21st January 1943

Ain M’lila, Algeria, 12th March 1943

Souk-el-Arba, Tunisia, circa 1st June 1943



Soliman, Tunisia, 8th August 1943

Grottaglie, Italy, October 1943

Amendola, Italy, 29th November 1943

Vincenzo Airfield, Italy, 14th January 1944

Gaudo Airport, Italy, 18th February 1944

Corsica, 23rd April 1944

Falconara, Italy, 1st April 1945

Squadrons during the Second World War

445th: 1942-1945, 446th: 1942-1945, 447th: 1942-1945, 448th: 1942-1945.

The B-25s of the 321st BG distinguished the various squadrons by Roman numerals on the vertical 
rudders written above the serial number of the aircraft.  445th-I, 446th-II, 447th-III, 448th-IV.  
Image: www.57thBombWing.com 

http://www.57thBombWing.com/


A B-25 of the 321st Bombardment Group.  Photo from the Web

A B-25 of the 448th Bomb Squadron with the Roman numberal squadron ID.  Photo from the Web



From December 13, 1944 the Roman numeral IDs for the Squadrons were substituted by
modern numbers for each individual aircraft.

In the photo above aircraft nos. 08 and 12.  Photo from the Web



Gaudo/Paestum Airfield

The Gaudo Airfield was a temporary military airfield during the Second World War in 
the south of Italy on the Paestum Plain, about 3 kilometers north of Paestum.

The Plain of Paestum (also known as the Sele Plain, or the Eboli Plain) is a plain of circa
500 square kilometers which extends along the path of the Sele River in the province of 
Salerno.  It is defined on the north by the foothills of the Picentini Mountains, on the 
east by the Sele Valley, on the south by the elevations of the Lucanian Subappennino, 
and on the west it is bathed by the Tyrrhenian Sea and the Gulf of Salerno.

On the beach at Laura, part of the Municipality of Capaccio Paestum of Salerno, on the 
Paestum Plain, on the 9th of September 1943 occurred the Allied landing.  It was known 
as the Salerno landing, code named “Operation Avalanche.” After ten days of heavy 
combat the Allies, who suffered more casualties than the Germans, succeeded in 
breaking out of the bridgehead and reorganized with the view of advancing to Naples, 
which was liberated on the 1st of October 1943.  The Germans at the same time, 
preferred to withdraw in good order to the north and their fortified lines, called the 
Volturno Line, perched in the rugged Apennine territory north of the Campania capital, 
where they prepared to confront the Allied advance.

Supermarine Spitfire Mk. Vc, JK707, MX-P, of the 31st Fighter Group, 307th Fighter 
Squadron, after an emergency landing on the beach at Paestum, Salerno, on the 9th 
September 1943, after being hit by friendly fire.  Photo from the Web



Then the USAAF Engineers came to the area north of Paestom to perform the necessary 
surveys needed to carry out the project of constructing a military airport with the 
characteristics necessary to accommodate medium bombers.

After identifying a suitable location for the construction of the airfield, the Engineers 
began leveling the area during the autumn of 1943.  During the leveling of the field the 
Engineers made an important discovery.  The brought to light the ruins of a large 
neolithic necropolis belonging to the Gaudo Culture.

The necropolis was meticulously explored from 1945 to 1947 by the Superintendent of 
Antiquities of Salerno.  Now it is an archaeological site.

The last known use of the Guado Airfield was by the 12th U.S. Army Airforce (USAAF) 
in 1944 during the Italian campaign.

These are some of the known users:

- 12th Bombardment Group, from 19th January to 6th February 1944, B-25

- 321st Bombardment Group, from 18th February to 22nd April 1944, B-25

- 340th Bombardment Group, from 23rd March to 14th April 1944, B-25

- 62nd Troop Carrier Group, from May to June 1944, C-47 Skytrain

A-26A Apache of the 86th Fighter-Bomber Group photographed January 14, 1944 at 
Guado Airfield. Photo from the Web



A significant number of aircraft were damaged at Guado Airfield when Vesuvius erupted
from the 18th to the 24th of March 1944.

It was worse for the 340th Bombardment Group which was stationed at the military 
airfield at Pompeii, situated about one kilometer south of Terzigno, only a few 
kilometers from the base of Vesuvius and about 20 kilometers south-southeast of Naples.

The violence of the eruption destroyed the base at Pompeii, and nearly all of the aircraft 
of the 340th BG.  Estimates range from 70 to 80 B-25s destroyed.  The 340th was moved 
to the Guado/Paestum airfield on March 23, 1944.

The final use of Guado occurred in June of 1944 with the C-47s.  Following that the 
airfield was dismantled.  Today the site of the airfield is indistinguishable from the 
numerous farms in the area.

B-25s of the 321st Bomb Group, 447th Bomb Squadron during the eruption of Vesuvius.  Photo 
taken March 18, 1944.  Photo: USAAF



The Tragic Mission #216 of the 321st Bombardment Group

On February 17, 1944 the 321st BG initiated a transfer from the airfield at Vincenzo, 
situated 9 kilometers to the west of Barletta in Puglia, to the Gaudo/Paestum airfield in 
the province of Salerno, in Campania.  The transfer was completed the following day, 
the 18th February.  It was a 45-minute flight to the new base.  Matériel, ground crews, 
various equipment were transported by B-25 and by truck, some arriving at Guado late 
at night.  Some of the B-25s arrived after flying a bombing mission aborted by adverse 
weather conditions over the rail station at Campoleone, in the province of Latina.  But 
there was no time for rest, the Allied troops on the ground were in trouble, facing an 
aggressive and tenacious German enemy, still well armed, with plenty of men, tanks, 
and artillery, supported by a very active Luftwaffe.  All of this required a continuous 
tactical support from the Allied Air Forces, to relieve the pressure the Germans were 
keeping up in preparation for an offensive to break through a practically paralyzed front.

In the western sector, around Anzio, Aprilia, and Campoleone, from January 29th to 
March 4th, four bloody battles took place between the two sides which cost thousands of 
lives, and carried the risk of the Allies being pushed back into the sea.  The first battle 
took place from the 29th to the 31st January, the second from the 3rd to the 12th February 
(and on this occasion 300 paratroopers of the Italian Social Republic took part), the third
from the 16th to the 19th of February, and repeatedly put the Allied deployments in crisis.

The Germans blocked the overpass at Campo di Carne, just south of Aprilia.  The fourth 
battle lasted about five days from February 29th to March 4th, and was the last German 
attempt to push the Allies back to the sea.  It was followed by a period of exhaustion, 
with the two armies trying to recuperate from their heavy losses.

In this dramatic scenario on February 19, 1944 the 321st Bomb Group was scheduled for 
two missions, no. 216 in the morning and no. 217 in the afternoon.  For mission no. 216 
each of the four squadrons would furnish six ships for a total of 24 B-25s.

The target would be enemy troop concentrations identified along the Campoleone rail 
line, five kilometers north of the front lines, in the area to the south of the town of 
Lanuvio.  For this type of mission the aircraft would carry fragmentation cluster bombs. 
These were deadly fragmentation devices used to destroy airplanes parked on an airfield,
trucks and also against people.

The body of the bomb was composed of a steel rod twisted to form a cylinder, inside of 
which was the explosive.



 As soon as the detonator hit the ground the explosive would fragment the steel rod into 
many shards which would spread out horizontally about one meter and more above the 
ground.  Because of this characteristic they were nicknamed “Daisy Cutters” due to the 
fact that they cut down everything at the height of those flowers.

The first B-25s took off from Gaudo at 08:20 hours, joined up into formation en route to 
the target.  One aircraft had to return to base due to a technical problem.  The remaining 
23 B-25s arrived in sight of the objective.  They were targeted by anti-aircraft fire of 
both heavy and small caliber.  It was intense and accurate.  Fourteen aircraft were hit 
with heavy or light damage.

As if that were not enough, as the battered B-25s turned away from the target which had 
been effectively hit, they were intercepted by German fighters, including Messerschmitt 
Bf-109, Focke-Wulf FW-190 and even a twin-engine Messerschmitt Me-210.

B-25s of the 321st drop fragmentation bombs.  Photo: USAAF



There followed a furious combat between the German fighters, the B-25s and British 
Spitfires escorting the bombers.  The German fighters belonged to fighter groups: 
4./JG77, 6./JG77 and 7./JG53.  They attacked the bombers in groups of 6/8 and 15/20.

The major part of the attackers approached the bombers from the rear.  The gunners on 
the B-25s claimed the downing of seven Bf-109s, two FW-190s confirmed and two Bf-
109s probable.

The German fighters claimed to have shot down eight Spitfires and three B-25s.

British Spitfires in flight.  This model of aircraft flew as aerial protection for the B-25 bombers 
during the 321st BG mission no. 216 on February 19, 1944.  Photo from the Web



A Bf-109G-6 of the JG53 squadron ready for takeoff.  Photo from the Web.



The Downing of B-25C of the 446th BS, S/N 41-30551,
“Pink Lady” (MACR-2577)

The B-25 piloted by Lt. Harold R. Brellenthin, was hit by anti-aircraft fire and 
successively attacked by German fighters.  It crashed in the sea off the coast of Anzio at 
09:45 hours with the entire crew on board.  According to the report of a British soldier 
aboard the British hospital ship, St. Andrew, he wrote that at 09:45 on February 19, 
1944, an American bomber was seen to be in trouble.  Smoke was coming from the 
engines, and it was losing altitude as it came toward the hospital ship.  It looked like it 
was going to crash into the ship.  Then, the airplane made an extreme maneuver to avoid
the naval ship, and crashed into the water on one wing about 200 yards from the stern of 
the ship.

A lifeboat was put into the water, but only one survivor was collected.  Sgt. William 
Parrish, who was alive but unconscious.  In spite of receiving artificial respiration, he 
never returned to consciousness.  All of the other crew members remained missing.

Photo of the B-25C 41-30551 "Pink Lady."  Photo from Fold3



The crew of B-25C, “Pink Lady” were:

Pilot – Brellenthin, Harold, R., 2nd Lt.

Co-Pilot – Burgess, Robert P., 2nd Lt.

Bombardier – Parrish, William W., S/Sgt.

Engineer/Gunner – Motika, John F., S/Sgt.

Radio/Gunner – Kendall, Charles C., “Spike”, T/Sgt.

Turret Gunner – Bedwell, Joy L., S/Sgt.

Photographer/Gunner – Blake, Charles H., S/Sgt.

Harold Brellenthin, standing, on the right, pilot of "Arkansas Traveler II."  Photo: Fold3



The TSS St. Andrew was a passenger ship with a maximum capacity of 1,050 people.  It 
was constructed by the Great Western Railway in 1931, to replace a ship of the same 
name built in 1908.

Built by Cammell Laird (a British shipbuilding company) at Birkenhead as one of the 
new models of passenger ships, the sister-ship of the TSS St. David launched in 
November of 1931.

The St. Andrew was launched in 1932 and began working for the Great Western 
Railway.

Requisitioned by the Admiralty in October of 1939, the St. Andrew became Naval 
Hospital Ship #24.  In May 1940 it participated in the evacuation of Dunkirk, then in 
June 1943 it was transferred to the Mediterranean.

In 1946 it was returned to its owners, and served the Great Western Railway Company 
until 1948.  Then it worked for the British Railways until June of 1967 and was 
demolished in 1967.

On January 24, 1944, two days after the landing at Anzio, three hospital ships operated 
by the British at Anzio, the Leinster, the St. Andrew and its sister-ship the St. David, 
were attacked by German Luftwaffe aircraft.

The St. David, with 226 people on board including medical personnel, patients, and 
crew took a direct hit and sank in only six minutes.  130 people managed to save 
themselves including two nurses.



The British Naval Hospital Ship, St. David.  Sister-ship to the St. Andrew.  Photo from Life 
Magazine



Page from MACR 2577.   From: USAAF



Map inserted in MACR 2577 showing the route to the target, the target itself, and the crash 
site in the Tyrrhenian Sea.  The depth of the water where the plane crashed was about 280 
feet.  From: USAAF 



Military map of Rome and environs.  American Army 1943.  The yellow oval on land is the 
target.  The yellow oval in the sea marks the crash site.  From the Paniz Archive



Corner of the 
Military Map with 
the indications:  
Above, the 
numbered sections of
the maps of Italy, 
and below the legend



Harold Brellenthin in 
civilian clothes.

Born August 13, 1921 in 
Lake Geneva, a town in 
Walworth County, 
Wisconsin,  located on 
the banks of Geneva 
Lake.  From Fold3

Lt. Harold R. Brellenthin, first on the left in front of "Pink Lady."  The other airmen are 
unidentified.  From Fold3



Robert Philo Burgess, Co-Pilot of B-25C S/N 41-30551

Robert Burgess was born March 14, 1918 in Zion, Lake County, 
Illinois.

His parents were Philo and Aura Burgess.  Philo was the 
superintendent of the Lake County Home (residence for the 
elderly), in Libertyville, Illinois.  The older sister of Robert, 
Geneviève Burgess Rouse was born August 4, 1916 and died 
February 13, 2017

Photo on the left: Robert as a child.  Photo: The Burgess Family

Beautiful photo of the whole Burgess Family.  Philo and Aura Burgess, Robert and his sister 
Geneviève.  Photo: Sandra Burgess Schumacher



Robert attended the Libertyville Township High School and graduated in 1937.  
Following that he graduated from the Lake College of commerce of Waukegan, Illinois. 
He found a job at the Johns-Manville Corporation doing office work. 

Robert and his family were active members of the Community Protestant Church of 
Mundelein.  He was also a Boy Scout, and had a hunting license.

Robert Burgess was a First Class Boy Scout.  From: Sandra Schumacher

Hunting license.  From: Sandra Schumacher



But from Europe the winds of war were beginning to blow.  In 1939 the Nazis initiated 
hostilities in Europe causing the American war industries to be alerted, besides having 
the largest vehicle fleet in the world, many of the civilian vehicles already had the 
specifications for use in the military, and this was with regard to the lower sector of 
motorization.  Some vehicles were completely reinvented, and in regards to the large 
trucks and tanks, they needed huge engines which did not exist in 1939.  A typical 
example was the first Sherman tanks which were equipped with six aircraft engines 
coupled together.  Many factories converted their production lines from civilian use to 
military, such as the harmless factories which made pots and pans, and now 
manufactured munitions.  Those who made fertilizers and detergents now made 
explosives.  People were more and more convinced that it was only a matter of time 
before America was drawn into the war.  This was especially the case after September 
27, 1940 when Japan entered into the pact with Germany and Italy (The Rome-Berlin-
Tokyo Axis).

Robert Philo Burgess decided to voluntarily enroll in the US Army Air Corp on June 20, 
1941 in Chicago, Illinois.  There followed a long training period, all directed to making 
Robert Burgess a bomber pilot.  A long course of two years.

June 25, 1941: Sent to Camp Grant in Rockford, Illinois.

July 30, 1941: Transferred by train to McChord Field, in Tacoma Washington, home 
base of the 12th Bombardment Group.

August 25, 1941: Transferred to Missouri Aviation Institute Air Corps Training 
Detachment.

March 1, 1942: Transferred to Ester Field at Alexandria, Louisiana.  Promoted to 
Corporal.

September 30, 1942: Induction into the San Antonio Pre-Flight School, 101st Cadet 
Squadron.  Then transferred to Brayton Flying School at Kelly Field in Cuero, Texas.

February 6, 1943: Robert marries Dorothy Winters in Cuero, Texas.

March 1943: Transferred to Blackland Army Air Field in Waco, Texas.  Here, Robert is 
promoted to 2nd Lieutenant. He was part of Class 43-F.

June 26, 1943: Sent to Dodge City, Kansas for combat training.

September 1, 1943: Sent to Barksdale Field, Louisiana, for final training.

December 27, 1943:  Left by air for combat duty in the European Theatre based in Italy.



Robert Burgess in the photos above, and below right, from July 1941 at McChord 
Field, Washington.  Photo: From the Burgess Family.

The aircraft in the photo on the left is a twin-engine Douglas B-23.  Several of these 
were present at McChord Field and used for training.  Photo from the Web



Robert Burgess in the photo above is fourth from the left in the middle row.  Photo 
below, with an auto in front of the Missouri Aviation Institute Air Crops Training 
Detachment.  August 1941.   Photo from the Burgess Family



Robert in August 1941.   Photo from the Burgess Family



Sergeant Robert Burgess in 1942.    Photo from the Burgess Family



While staying at the Brayton Flying School at Kelly Field in Cuero, Texas, Robert Philo 
Burgess and Dorothy Winters got married.  The wedding was celebrated at Cuero, Texas.

Photo of Robert 
and Dorothy 
taken February 
1943, probably 
the day of their 
wedding.  Photo 
from the Burgess 
Family







Letter sent by Robert to is brother-in-law, Stan.  From the Burgess Family



Robert Burgess, standing on the left, with student pilots in front of a Fairchild PT-19 
trainer.  Photo taken February 8, 1943 at Brayton Army Flying Service, Cuero, Texas 
Photo from the Burgess Family

Robert Burgess with a 
garrison cap and 
headset.  USAAF 1943.  
Photo from the Burgess 
Family.



Robert's quarters at Brayton.  Photo from the Burgess Family



Robert Burgess posing in front of the Fairchild PT-19 trainer at the Brayton Flight Training 
School on February 11, 1943.  Photo from the Burgess Family



Robert at Brayton Army Flying Service, February 1943.  Photo from the Burgess 
Family



Student pilots at Blackland Army Air Field at Waco, Texas.  March 1943  Photo front and back 
from the Burgess Family



Postcard of the Blackland Army Air Field of Waco, Texas.  In the photo Vultee BT-13 Valiant for 
basic single-engine training, two-seater, low-wing monoplane. Developed by Vultee Aircraft.  
First flight March 1939.  Entered into service June 1940.  Photo from the Burgess Family  



Flight log for Robert Burgess during his training at Blackland.  In the photo above the first 
column indicates the date, then aircraft details, and the last column is the instructor's signature. 
Below shows route flown, time on instruments, student time, hours day/night and total flight 
time.  From Sandy Burgess Schumacher



Page 1 of the list of Officers in Class 43-F of Blackland Army Air Field in Waco, Texas.  
Document dated 19 June 1943.  Photo from the Burgess Family



Page 2 of the Officer List.  Robert Burgess' name is underlined in blue.  Photo from the Burgess 
Family



"Honorable Discharge" of June 25, 1943.  This is a formal document of discharge as sergeant.  
This will allow him to reenlist as an officer commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant.  It indicates that 
he has completed his pilot training, and is released to report to his next assignment.  From the 
Burgess Family



Document issued by Blackland Army Air Field on June 25, 1943.  From the Burgess Family



Diploma from pilot's school conferred on Robert Burgess on June 26, 1943.  From the Burgess 
Family



Robert Burgess received temporary appointment as 2nd Lieutenant June 26, 1943.  From the 
Burgess Family



Last Will and Testament.  July 20, 1943.  From the Burgess Family



Signature page of the Last Will and Testament.  From the Burgess Family

B-26, the aircraft that Burgess trained on for combat.  Photo from the Web



The construction of Barksdale Field began in 1931 with the construction of a hangar and
a runway.  The first aircraft operations started on November 7, 1932 with the arrival of 
the 20th Pursuit Group and it’s three squadrons equipped with the Boeing P-12 and the 
Boeing P-26 Peashooter.  The airfield was officially inaugurated and dedicated on 
February 2, 1933.

Toward the middle of the 1930’s Barksdale Field was the headquarters and principal 
base for the 3rd Attack Wing, equipped with Curtiss A-12 and Northrop A-17s.  The 
airfield was used by both fighters and attack pilots to hone their skills in gunnery and 
bombardment.  In 1936-1937 additional barracks were constructed and light bombers 
replaced pursuit and attack aircraft.

2nd Lt. Robert Burgess, first on the left, at Barksdale Field on December 21, 1943.  This is 
the base where he received his final training.  Behind the airmen is a B-26 used for training.  
Photo from the Burgess Family



Barksdale was developed as a flight school by the Air Corps in November of 1940 and 
the runway was extended in 1941.

Between the 23rd and the 25th of May 1940, the field at Barksdale hosted the “full 
military maneuvers” which simulated European combat operations.

Approximately 320 aircraft, drawn from all of the corps of the Army, participated while 
General Dwight D. Eisenhower looked on.

Also General George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff of the United States Army, briefly 
visited the airfield during the last stages of the maneuvers.

During the Second World War the airfield trained replacement crews and entire units 
between 1942 and 1945.  The units of note which trained at Barksdale included:

27th Bombardment Group (Light) 1st February 1940 - 7th October 1940 (Douglas A-24 
Dauntless)

8th Pursuit Group 5 September 1941 – 7 October 1941 (Curtiss P-40 Warhawk)

46th Bombardment Group (Light) 2 February 1942 – 1 April 1942 (Douglas A-20 Havoc)

44th Bombardment Group (Heavy) February 1942 – July 1942 (Consolidated B-24 
Liberator)

98th Bombardment Group (Heavy) February 1942 – 26 March 1942 (Boeing B-17 Flying
Fortress)

92nd Bombardment Group (Heavy) 1 March 1942 – 26 March 1942 (Boeing B-17 Flying
Fortress)

93rd Bombardment Group (Heavy) 1 March 1942 – 15 may 1942 (Consolidated B-24 
Liberator)

90th Bombardment Group (Heavy) 17 May 1942 – 21 June 1942 (Consolidated B-24 
Liberator)

17th Bombardment Group (Medium) 23 June 1942 – November 1942 (Martin B-26 
Marauder)

95th Bombardment Group (Heavy) 15 June 1942 – 26 June 1942  (Boeing B-17 Flying  
Fortress)

100th Bombardment Group (Heavy) 18 June 1942 – 26 June 1942 (Boeing B-17 Flying  
Fortress)



319th Bombardment Group (Medium) 26 June 1942 – 8 August 1942 (Boeing B-17 
Flying Fortress)

321st Bombardment Group (Medium) 26 June 1942 – 1 August 1942 (North American 
B-25 Mitchell)

The 335th Bombardment Group (Medium) assumed training assignments as a permanent 
operations training unit, Operation Training Unit, (OTU) on 17 July 1942 with the 
Martin B-26 Marauder.

On May 1, 1944 the 335th replaced the 331st Army Air Force (AAF) Base Unit as OTU, 
which in turn was replace by the 2621st Base Unit AAF on 1 December 1945.  The 2621st

furnished pilot training until September 26, 1947, when it was deactivated and replace 
by the 2621st Air Force Base Unit.  During the Second World War, Barksdale hosted the 
majority of the Free French Air Forces and some crews of Nationalist China.

Barksdale Field on November 20, 1932.  Photo from the Web



Barksdale Field on October 26, 1937.  Photo from the Web



Robert P. Burgess, July 1943.  Photo from the Burgess Family



Letter sent by Robert Burgess to his father, Philo on January 16, 1943.  From the Burgess Family



Transcription of the letter:

V-Mail of January 16, 1944

Hi – Beautiful landscape, jungle, mountains, desert then just plain water for a change.  
Then more sand.  Have seen Dakar about a week ago.  Been at this place for five days 
now getting our plane inspected and fit for the next leg [redacted by Army censors] have
liked it here.  The food has been good along the way.  I feel good & eat plenty.  Learning
more about this war every day.  Had my hair cut short, like it that way.  I haven’t 
received any mail as yet because this A.P.O. is [not] my final destination.  I have bought 
a small camera and have been taking a few pictures of the towns I’ve been in.  You will 
never appreciate the U.S. until you’ve traveled.  

I wrote to Dorothy to send my metal radio, the small one I left home.  Sure could use it.  
It’s small & will stand a lot of rough treatment.  Better have John put a new antenna and
knob on it, also test the tubes.  There is a good chance that I will get a 1st Lt. rating after
four or five missions.  The quota is 40 at present, but it may be raised to 50 before long. 
See that Dorothy gets the best of care for me, please.  If she isn’t doing so good I want to
know that too.

I’ve never missed anyone as much – 

Don’t worry about me.  I’ve got the best equipment and a fine crew that is all that is 
needed.  Probably be eight or nine months before I get back but it’s worth it.

Love,

Bob



Letter sent by Robert Burgess to his father, Philo on February 1, 1944.  From the Burgess 
Family



Transcription:

V-Mail from February 1, 1944

Hi, 

Finally settled down.  This address will be mine for six months at least.  Up to now I 
haven’t been in one place more than five days.  Haven’t received any mail, but don’t 
expect any for a while yet.  I sure wish I could find out how Dorothy is.

Your [sic] wondering where I am.  Well I can’t come right out and tell you but I have 
seen the ruins of old Pompa [Pompeii] last week.  You know I have changed the type of 
plane I am flying.  The same letter but one number lower.[**]  Didn’t like it very well at 
first after spending so much time in training, but I guess it is for the best.

Saw my old outfit that I was with before going into cadets.  Sure was good to see them.

I could use that small radio if you haven’t already sent it.  I expect an answer to this 
letter within a month.  I’ll number each letter from now on so you’ll know if you receive 
them all.  Starting on my missions in two days.

Love, 

Bob

** “The same letter but one number lower.” – Robert trained on the B-26 aircraft, and 
now is assigned to a B-25.



Letter send by Robert to his father, Philo on February 11, 1944.  From the Burgess Family



Transcription

V-Mail of February 11, 1944

Hi – Here is a new A.P.O. for you.  Haven’t moved but have a new one anyway.  A lot of 
rain over here this time of the year, and I always believed that it was sunny Italy.  More 
like California.

Did you see the article in Jan. Readers Digest on the Ascension Islands?  A lot of what it
says is true except for those outdoor theaters.  There [They’re] nothing but a sheet tied 
on a hill and you sit on the ground, but it gets the work done.  We had and lived mostly 
on sea [C] rations coming over, not what the article describes.  We got all we wanted or 
could use anyway.

Will you send some Hershey’s with nuts, also candy bars, something to eat before going 
to bed.

Tell Jerry I bought myself a single cycle.  English make called a “Norton.”  Tell him a 
BMW will out rank any Harley ever built.  Guess I’ll see some of the country around 
here.

I’m feeling fine but getting anxious for mail.  Have a find bed roll that is nice and warm.
Spend most of my time loafing there.

Love 

Bob

[Written in the margin in another hand, “Inpart [Import?] Hershey bars.]



Letter sent by Robert to his father, Philo on February 16, 1944.  From the Burgess Family



Transcription

V-Mail of February 16, 1944

Hi – 

That little one up in the right corner under the date is the number of missions I have to 
date.

How is everyone at home?  Haven’t received any mail yet and getting more than 
somewhat anxious but at the rate some of the fellows get a pile every day when they 
start coming that the wait is worth while.  How is Tike and Stan?  Is my car in one piece 
yet, is it at home or does Dorothy have it?  Where is Dorothy staying, at her home, that’s
where I am addressing her mail.  How is Babe & Doris & Winn?  Bud’s family?  Where 
is the gang, did they stick around home this year?  Is it cold this year, any snow?  How 
is hunting?

Got mountains with snow on them here.  Up there flying this morning it was only a 
minus 18º centigrade.  Don’t use heaters in combat and it gets pretty cold at times.  Now
you know what those warm clothes are for.  I can see Virginia yet trying on my outfit.

I feel good and am in good health, got a little lazy during the spell of bad weather but 
going full steam again now.  Do what you can for Dorothy at this time will you, I’d give 
a great deal to be back there right now.

Take care of yourself.

Love

Bob



As read above, on December 27, 1943 Robert took off from an American Airfield in a B-
26, then stopped in Porto Rico, then Brazil, from there on to the tiny island of Ascension
in the middle of the south Atlantic, stopped in western Africa at Dakar, then Senegal, 
then Morocco, then Tunisia, finally arriving in Italy.

It was a long and exhausting trip, hours and hours passed in the airplane traveling 
thousands of miles.  All that in order to reach the theater of operations: Europe.

In order to cover such a long distance auxiliary fuel tanks with a capacity of 500 gallons 
were installed in the bomb bay.

Envelope of the last letter Robert sent to his father Philo.  Written on February 16, 1944, received 
March 9, 1944.  From the Burgess Family



In the V-Mail of February 1, 1944 Robert wrote to his father that he had arrived at his 
destination and expected to remain there for at least six months.  Up to that point he had 
not been in one place for more than five days.

In the same letter he wrote: “You know I have changed the type of plane I am flying.  
The same letter but one number lower.  Didn’t like it very well at first after spending so 
much time in training, but I guess it is for the best.”

With the phrase “You know I have changed the type of plane I am flying.  The same 
letter but one number lower.” he intended to say that he had transferred from flying B-
26s to B-25.  He did not seem happy with the change since he had done all of his 
training on the B-26.

In the V-Mail of February 16, 1944 addressed to his father, Philo, Robert wrote: “That 
little one up in the right corner under the date is the number of missions I have to date.”

At first glance the number appeared to be a two, but upon magnification it looks like a 
one.  In checking the names on the crew lists Robert Burgess’ name first appears on the 
list for February 16, 1944.  Thus, it is probable that this was his first mission.

Wednesday 16 February 1944, mission #213 of the 321st BG:  Bombing of the railway 
marshaling yard at Orte, province of Viterbo.  24 B-25s dropped bombs on the yards 
cutting the tracks going north and south, also damaging the rail line to Florence.  The B-
25s came from the 445th Squadron with five aircraft, the 446th with seven, the 447th with 
six and the 448th also with six.  

They took off from Vincenzo in Puglia at 10:35 and were over the target at 12:10, 
returning to the base at 13:15 hours.  No losses.  Seven of the aircraft returned holed by 
flak which was heavy caliber, moderate volume and precisely targeted.

One B-25 of the 445th BS was not able to take off due to technical problems, however it 
was quickly replaced by a reserve aircraft of the 446th BS, the “Duchess,” S/N 42-64520 
piloted by 2nd Lt. Harold Brellenthin.

This mission of February 16th was the first mission for Robert Burgess, who was the co-
pilot of the ship named “Missouri Waltz” S/N 41-12963, of the 446th BS.  The pilot was 
2nd Lt. John R. Hurley.



On Thursday February 17th a new mission, #214.  The target was a German troop 
concentration located 1.5 kilometers south of Albano Laziale.  The B-25 bombers were 
loaded with 20-pound fragmentation bombs.

Robert Burgess was the co-pilot of the B-25C, “Pink Lady,” S/N 41-30551.  The pilot 
was 2nd Lt. Robert P. Holt.  After takeoff due to a technical problem, Robert’s B-25 
returned to base, quickly replaced by a reserve aircraft.  The weather was very bad.  Of 
the 24 B-25s which took off, only twelve succeeded in dropping their bombs on the 
target.  The other twelve bombers did not drop, and instead of returning to Vincenzo 
they landed at their new base, Guado.

On Friday the 18th, mission #213.  The target was enemy troops in the vicinity of the rail 
station at Campoleone.  They once again carried 20-pound fragmentation bombs.  At 
11:55 24 B-25s took off from Vincenzo in adverse weather conditions.  The target was 

The B-25C "Missouri Waltz" in a stock photo.  Photo from USAAF.



completely covered in clouds and the bomb run was aborted.  The aircraft landed at 
14:25 hours at the new base at Guado.  Robert Burgess flew as co-pilot on “Pink Lady” 
with 2nd Lt. Phillip Bsharah as pilot.

Saturday February 19th, mission #216.  This tragic mission is described in the chapter 
“The Shooting Down of B-25C of the 446th, S/N 41-30551, called “Pink Lady” (MACR-
2577)” with the loss at sea of the seven crewmen aboard.  Among them Robert Burgess.

As you read above Robert wed Dorothy Winters at Cuero Texas on February 6, 1943.

Dorothy Lorraine Winters was born July 23, 1922 in Waukegan Illinois.  Her parents 
were Downer and Esther Winters of Waukegan, Illinois.  Downer was a supervisor in the
accounting department of American Steel and Wire Mill.  Dorothy and Robert met at 
North Chicago School of Business where both were enrolled in 1940.

When Robert died during the mission of February 19th, Dorothy was pregnant.  On 
March 5, 1944 her daughter, Sandra Jeanne, was born in Waukegan.  At the time of the 
birth Dorothy did not know of the death of her husband in combat in Italy.  She only 
heard of it on March 15, 1944 when a Western Union telegram arrived.  It stated only 
that he was missing in action.

Telegram stating that Robert Burgess was declared missing in action.  From the Burgess 
Family



Dorothy remarried in 1943 with Ernest Alfred Pollitt of Gurnee, Illinois.  Ernest was a 
friend of Dorothy when they attended high school together. During the war Ernest was 
enlisted in the Navy.  From their union came two girls, Donna Lynne and Nancy Ann.  
Dorothy passed away in February 1995. 

Robert and Dorothy in Wauconda, Illinois in March of 1942.  From the Burgess Family.

Robert and Dorothy in 1941.  From the Burgess Family



Letter from the War Department sent March 20, 1944 to Dorothy.  From the Burgess Family



Letter from United States Senator Scott W. Lucas sent April 7, 1944 to Dorothy Burgess.  From the 
Burgess Family



Letter from Illinois Governor Dwight H. Green.  From the Burgess Family



Letter sent from Army Air Force Headquarters to Dorothy Burgess dated May 25, 1944.  From the 
Burgess Family



In the letter below sent to Dorothy Burgess by Captain Paul T. Cooper of the 446th Bomb
Squadron in which he writes: “We were flying a combat mission over Italy and the plane
in which Bob was co-pilot was apparently damaged (the extend of damage or the cause, 
whether flak or fighters, is not known) because the plane was seen to leave the 
formation, however, apparently under control.  No parachutes were seen to leave the 
plane although more than ample time to bail out was available prior to the crash 
landing in the sea.”



The following is quoted from a message from the commanding officer of a hospital 
carrier ship: “...An American bombing plane was seen to be in difficulties, with smoke 
coming from engines and losing height.  It was headed directly for the Hospital Carrier 
“----” and it appeared as if it must crash into the ship.  It appeared to me that the pilot 
realized this and at the last minute, when the plane was very low over the water, he 
turned almost at a right angle and crashed into the sea about 200 yards astern of the 
ship.  We immediately lowered a water ambulance and succeeded in recovering one man
from the water (identified as the bombardier).  It would seem that this violent turn by the
pilot, which may have cost him his life, was made by him in order to avoid doing 
damage to the ship.”

I hope you realize, Mrs. Burgess, that it would be a terrible injustice for me to attempt to
give you hope in view of the above report.

The failure of Bob to return was a great loss to the Squadron of an excellent pilot and to 
me as a personal friend.  We, in the Squadron, do not harbor any hopes of his return but 
we do have the great satisfaction that his loss was to a fine cause.  I hope that you and 
Bob’s parents have the same satisfaction.

As to his personal effects they are being held overseas inasmuch as he is officially listed 
as Missing in Action.  All of his personal items were listed by a Court of Claims officer, 
crated and shipped to the Quartermaster.

Captain Paul T. Cooper  
From Fold3



    
Letter from the War Department to Dorothy dated June 24, 1944.  From the Burgess Family



Letter from the War Department to Dorothy dated July 12, 1944.  From the Burgess Family



Letter informing Dorothy Burgess that Robert has been awarded the Purple Heart medal.  Photo 
from the Burgess family.



Purple Heart awarded to Robert Burgess.    From the Burgess Family





Letter from Illinois Governor Dwight H. Green   From the Burgess Family



Letter signed by United States Senator Scott W. Lucas.   From the Burgess Family



Letter sent to Dorothy Burgess from the Department of the Army where it states in part: 



“… officers aboard the British Hospital Carrier “St. Andrew,” saw the aircraft having 
trouble; the engines ere smoking and the plane was losing altitude.  The plane was 
headed directly for the Hospital Carrier and it appeared as if it must crash into the ship;
however, at the last minute, when it was very low over the water, the plane turned almost
at a right angle and crashed into the sea about two hundred yards astern of the ship.   A 
water ambulance was dispatched from the Hospital Carrier and, the remains of one 
crew member were recovered at that time [Bombardier Sgt. William W. Parrish].  These 
remains were interred in the United States Military Cemetery Naples, Italy.

In order to determine whether the remains of your husband had ever been washed 
ashore and buried in an isolated location, a thorough search was made of the entire 
Anzio area, including the Island of Ponza, but no information pertaining to the location 
of his remains was found.  In a further attempt to locate the remains of your husband, 
identifying data pertaining to him was compared with all available identifying data for 
unidentified remains recovered in that area; however, this comparison also failed to 
reveal any remains which could be identified as those of your husband.  Therefore, in 
view of the fact that no record can be located indicating that his remains have been 
recovered in the years that have elapsed since the time of the casualty, the Department 
of the Army has been forced to conclude that his remains are not recoverable.”



Newspaper clip 
reporting on the
death of Robert 
Burgess.  From 
the Burgess 
Family



Loss of the second B-25 of the 446th BS, the 
“Pennsylvania Polka.”

The B-25 of the 446th BS, S/N 42-32317, the “Pennsylvania Polka,” piloted by Lt. John 
R. Hurley of Houston, Texas was the last aircraft in the squadron formation.  
Immediately after the classic “Bombs Away!”, Lt. Hurley felt the aircraft vibrate 
violently, and understood that it had been hit by anti-aircraft fire.  Right after that the 
German fighters attacked the B-25 from the side and from the rear.  The bomber’s 
gunners responded with tenacious fire at their adversaries.  

During the fighter attack a projectile from a 20mm cannon exploded in the cockpit, 
shattering the plexiglass with the shards striking Lt. Hurley and his co-pilot, Lt. James 
Chudars, in the face.

This is a photo of at Messerschmitt Bf-109 of the JG77 squadron.  The Germans realized that the 
single machine gun was not sufficient to take down a bomber, so they added a 20 mm cannon which 
fired through the propeller.  Photo from the Web



The Bf-109 which intercepted the B-25 of the 321st Bomb Group on February 19, 1944 
was armed with two MG 131 machine guns.  They were 13mm with 300 rounds each. It 
also carried a machine gun at 20mm with 200 rounds.

It became very difficult to maintain the B-25 in flight, given the damage from the flak 
and the ongoing fighter attack.

Sgt. Michael Mowry fired several hundred rounds with his Browning 12.7mm at a Bf-
109, and swears that he hit it, but he could not confirm the kill due to a second attack 
from another enemy fighter.  Finally, the German fighters broke off the attack, probably 
due to lack of ammunition and fuel.  The crippled B-25 laboriously made its way back to
the base at Guado.

After making a turn above the airfield, Lt. Hurley discovered that the hydraulics had 
failed and the landing gear could not be lowered, and also a rudder had been blown 
away.  In this precarious condition, with the wheels partially lowered, and the bomb bay 
doors slightly opened, Hurley made a successful crash landing.  The aircraft had been hit
by 400 rounds and the rudder cable had been cut.  There was also a large hole in the 
rudder.

Sgt. Edward F. Martin was hit in the leg by a round from the 20mm, and recovered in the
hospital.

The crew of the B-25 “Pennsylvania Polka” consisted of:

Pilot - 2nd Lt. John R. Hurley

Co-Pilot - 2nd Lt. James E. “Jim” Chudars

Bombardier - 2nd Lt. James Arrington McRae

Engineer/Gunner S/Sgt. Michael L.S. Mowry

Radio/Gunner S/Sgt. John J. Mitchell

Turret Gunner S/Sgt. Edward F. Martin



B-25 of the 321st Bombardment Group in flight.  Photo: www.57thBombWing.com



The third B-25 lost on mission #216, S/N 42-32493 
“Ruptured Duck” of the 447th Bomb Squadron,              

MACR-2476

Mission summary 447th BS: (Ops Order 253/mission 252) Group mission #216: Two 
missions were scheduled for today on enemy troops at F-9037. The first mission took-
off at 0820 hours with six planes participating. Lt Baker in plane 493 was shot down 
over the target by flak. Lts. Mims, McCaleb, S/Sgt. Zacharya, S/Sgt. Mathews, S/Sgt. 
Oransky, S/Sgt. Blass, and PFC Austin were all wounded and all planes were hit 
sufficiently to warrant a few days repair. Both Lt. Ryherd and Lt. Edwards landed at 
friendly fields, Pomigliano and Cerecola respectively, at Naples to discharge the 
wounded men on their planes. Lt. Edwards’ ship was badly shot up and may be 
salvaged. The target area was reported well covered with one string seen crossing the 
river just S of R.R. Other bombs along R.R. tracks. The following crew in plane 493 was
shot down over target: 1st Lt. Gordon G. Baker, 2nd Lt. Harvey A. Dean, S/Sgts. Allen 
Evans, Paul S. Baringer, James M. Crowell, and T/Sgt. Otis W. Moomaw.  The plane 
was hit in the left engine just after the target. It made a 360 degree turn to the left and 
then straightened out on a course of about 30 degrees toward Rome. It crashed and 
exploded about F-6555. From one to four chutes were reported seen. 

Eyewitness Account:  2nd Lt. John J. Thomas, crewman in a ship in formation with the 
lost aircraft.  From the MACR.

SUBJECT: Missing Air Crew Report.

TO: Headquarters, Army Air Forces, Washington, D. C. (Thru Channels)

1. On the mission of February 10, 1944 I observed No. 3 aircraft, 1st element, 1st flight 
pulling out of the formation with wheels down and right engine on fire.

2. As the formation broke to the left from the target, I again saw the airplane, evidently 
still under control but in a spiral. Shortly thereafter the plane nosed down and I 
followed it with my eye to the ground where I saw it explode upon impact.

3. My radio-operator-gunner (Woogerd, Warren G., T/Sgt, 445th BS) saw three 
parachutes come out of the ship, the last one opening just before the plane struck the 
earth. 

JOHN J. THOMAS, 2nd Lt., Air Corps. 



Page from MACR-2476.  From USAAF



Individual Casualty Questionnaire: Baringer, Paul S., S/Sgt, engineer-gunner, 
447thBS (Some time after RTD [Return to Duty])

The three of us in the rear of the plane bailed out one after another without incident. We 
were all captured about the same time and remained in prison camp the remainder of 
the war until we were released. 2nd. Lt. Harvey A. Dean and 1st Lt. Gordon G. Baker in 
Co-Pilot and Pilot seats respectively.  I last saw the bombardier, S/Sgt. Allen Evans, just 
after take-off before I went back to my gun position in the tail of the plane. The Germans
state that his body was found in the vicinity of the plane with his parachute on but un-
opened. The Germans further state that he bailed out but his chute apparently failed to 
open. 

Individual Casualty Questionnaire: Moomaw, Otis W., T/Sgt radio-gunner, 447th BS 
(Some time after RTD)

 James Crowell, turret gunner first to jump out over target from rear escape hatch. Paul 
Barringer engineer next to jump as same. Both because ship was going down and 
burning fast. Both taken prisoners, and since liberated and returned to U.S. and 
discharged from the Army. 

Pilot, Baker and Co-pilot Dean in their respective positions when I bailed out, which 
was only a few hundred feet from the ground. Their condition was unknown to me 
because in this type of aircraft the bomb-bay separated our positions so far as to be 
unable to determine. There was also much smoke and fire to obscure the vision. It is my 
opinion they were both in the ship when it crashed near me. I was captured immediately,
and was unable to determine. Therefore I can not be certain. 

From other fragmentary eyewitness accounts scattered through the MACR, it can be 
summed up that the B-25 S/N 42-32493, called “Ruptured Duck,” was hit by anti-
aircraft fine on the right forward side of the aircraft, on the side where co-pilot Harvey 
A. Dean was sitting, injuring both of the pilots, or killing one of them, and seriously 
damaging the right engine which immediately caught fire.

At least on of the pilots was alive. In fact the aircraft made a 360º turn and stabilized on 
a route of 30º in the direction of Rome.

In the questionnaire, a crewman who bailed out (it was not specified on the page the 
name of the crewman giving the report), stated that he heard on the interphone the co-
pilot Dean give the position of enemy aircraft after they had completed the bomb run.  



Then the interphone suddenly ceased to operate right after the bombs were away 
following the explosion from the anti-aircraft round toward the front of the ship.

There was also an account by a German soldier taken prisoner after the Allied 
occupation of the crash site.  He said that the co-pilot was still seated in the co-pilot seat 
and presumed that Lt. Dean was killed at the moment of impact.  The crash occurred in 
an area to the west of Albano Laziale.  Three of the crewman survived by bailing out.

Excerpt of a page from MACR-2476.  From USAAF



Map taken from the MACR.  The X indicates the spot of the deceased crewmen and the 
crash site, northwest of Albano Laziale, near Lake Albano.  Actually, the B-25 crashed a 
few kilometers south of the point indicated on the map.  From USAAF



On the map on the left
the round yellow 
circle indicates the 
crash site.  Map from 
Paniz Archive

Nose art for the Ruptured Duck.  Adding nose art was an informal process.  Painting 
was usually done on the left front of the aircraft.  Photo from the Web



The search for the crash site of “Ruptured Duck.”

Wanting to know more about this aircraft other than what is read in the pages of the 
MACR, the first step was to find out where the aircraft crashed in order to search for 
locals who may have witnessed, or heard stories about the crash.  I studied very 
carefully what was written in the MACR, so as to have an idea where to begin searching 
for the plane.  After identifying a hypothetical crash site, I decided to initiate the search 
by posting to two well-knows social networks, a request for more information.  In one of
the groups I learned of the site of a crash of a German twin-engine aircraft, but that one 
involved a small aircraft, a fighter, not a bomber.  Interesting information, but had 
nothing do do with the aircraft I was seeking.

Then things changed.  In the other social network group consisting of members from 
Pavona, a town situated a few kilometers south of Rome, someone wrote about the crash
of an airplane.  It was fragmentary, from multiple sources which had to be put together 
and evaluated.  The report was of a rather large aircraft, an American bomber.  Someone 
said that three aviators bailed out with parachutes, and that, too, matched.  Along with 
other details I was convinced that I had found the aircraft that I was searching for, and 
the crash site of the “Ruptured Duck” became a reality.

The eyewitness account that was the most complete was that of Signora Anna Maria 
Fioretti, who recounted:  “...My mother remembered the event.  The airplane crashed 
near the Villa Contarini in Pavona on the east side.  The family of my grandfather, the 
Bongirolami, consisting of Vincenza, Alfredo and three daughters.  The oldest daughter 
was my mother, Pierina, born April 21, 1947.  Her brothers were Robert and Marcello.  
The Di Centa family also lived there; Pelliccia, Arcangeli and Martella.  The owner was
Senator Salvatore Contarini who lived with his wife in north Rome (Parioli area).

The couple came occasionally to check on their farm of 100 acres which was devoted 
primarily to vines for the production of wine, and was administered by my Grandfather 
Alfredo.

After the Armistice the farm was occupied by some German soldiers who used the 
building as an arms depot.

When dangerous bombing in our area became more intense, with the devastating 
invasion in February of 1944, Signore Contarini decided to transfer my Grandfather 
and his children to a more secure place in his luxurious apartments at Parioli in Rome.”



The Bongirolami Family at the entry to the farm during the war.  Photo from 
Anna Maria Fioretti.



Photo above: Alfred Bongirolami 
next to the barrels of the Villa 
Contarini cellar.  

Photo left: Signora Contarini

Photos from Anna Maria Fioretti.



Photo left: 
Other residents 
of the farm.

Photo below: 
Villa Contarini 
after the war.  It
was acquired by
the Commune 
of Albano 
Laziale at the 
end of the 
1980’s.

Photo from 
Anna Maria 
Fioretti



“My Grandfather never abandoned the Contarini farm, he was present there day and 
night, granted absolute power by the Contarinis. Furthermore, he was able to deal with 
the Germans first of all, and with the Allies afterward, offering them hospitality and 
assistance.  He also offered shelter to neighboring families during raids or 
bombardments.

In the park at Villa Contarini there still exists a tunnel where the local civilians could 
hide when the air raid alarms sounded.  This narrow tunnel could accommodate 42 
people during the Allied bombardments.”

View of the Villa 
Contarini Park.  
Above the arrow 
indicated the entry 
to the tunnel.

To the left the 
tunnel entrance.

Photo from 
Francesco Trivelli.



The interior of the tunnel which furnished refuge for the long-lasting Allied air raid alarms.  
Photo from Francesco Trivelli



Anna Maria Fiorette continues her story:  “My mother, Pierina, on the day that the 
airplane crashed, it was about mid-morning, was at home with my mother and her 
brothers when they heard a loud roar coming from outside to the east of the farm.  At 
first they thought it as a bomb, but when they did not hear more detonations, they went 
outside to see what had happened.  Along with them were the other inhabitants of the 
building and some German soldiers.

At about a hundred yards from them, they saw dense smoke and began to run in that 
direction.  Arriving at the scene they saw through the smoke the wreck of a rather large 
airplane which had fallen to the ground making a large crater.  They did not see any 
crewmen.  Other inhabitants in the area reported seeing three crewmen who had bailed 
out.  One of whom remained stuck on a telegraph pole with his parachute.

In addition, when excavations were carried out to make the foundation of my house in 
via Taranto, several airplane parts came to light.”

The entry to Villa Contarini today.  Originally it was a convent built in the 1600's, probably on 
ancient Roman ruins (around Pavona there are numerous ruins of Roman villas. It was then 
purchased by the Engineer Contarini, and finally by the Commune of Albano Laziale.  Photo 
from Francesco Trivelli 



But the surprises were not over.  Still at the Pavona social media group, a member 
named Marco Bellitto, who is passionate about history, art and archaeology, told me that
he knew an elderly person in the area who remembers seeing two aircraft crash in the 
Pavona area, and had important information about the events.

The individual was Mr. Edmondo Del Gobbo, born in 1927. Marco Belitto, acting as 
intermediary, managed to convey the information to me.   From them, I learned that a 
heavy caliber German cannon, an 88mm, was positioned at the top of a building in 
Pavona, inside of a tower in a room without a roof.  The gun was protected by a number 
of 20mm cannons positioned around it.

The gun battery was located in Via del Mare, in front of the Villa Contarini, on the 
opposite side of the street.

The building with the tower seen from Via Del Mare.  Photo from Nikolin Aliu.



Edmondo was able to furnish me with important details about the two airplanes he saw 
crash.  The first aircraft he described was a bomber shot down on the day of the first 
bombardments of Rome and Ciampino, and it crashed at the foot of Monte Savello.

The second airplane was an Italian fighter.  Edmondo remembered seeing the classic 
spot camouflage, and he identified it as a Fiat G 55 or a Macchi MC-202.  The two 
models were very similar in form.  It was shot down by an American P-38.  The P-38 
was usually referred to by the Italian as a “double tail,” due to the “double beam” 
structure of the fuselage. The Italian plane crashed in the vicinity of the rail station at 
Santa Paloma on the day of the second bombing of Rome.  There was no word on the 
fate of the pilot.

I then searched the “Honor Roll” of the fighter groups flying the P-38s and saw that on 
August 13, 1943, the day of the second bombardment of Rome, a pilot named Russell 

The same building as above seen from the park at the Villa Contarini.  Photo from Francesco 
Trivelli.



Kenneth Moomaw of the 14th Fighter Group, 37th Fighter Squadron claimed to have shot 
down an enemy aircraft without specifying the nationality or model.

After a brief search on 
the Web, I found a 
newspaper article, image 
on the left, which 
reported that Russell K. 
Moomaw, of Dayton, 
Ohio in Montgomery 
county shot down a 
Macci 202 near Rome on 
August 13, 1943 while 
escorting a formation of 
Boeing B-17 bombers.

This confirmed that the 
Macchi MC-202 which 
crashed near the Santa 
Palomba rail station with 
the one shot down by 
Russell K. Moomaw.

Born on October 22, 
1918, he was shot down 
by a German fighter on 
August 23, 1943 while 
providing area coverage 
for a sea rescue seaplane.

Photo from the Web



Russell Kenneth Moomaw in uniform, and the gravestone at Arlington National 
Cemetery in Virginia where he is buried.   Photo from the Web 

For the Macchi 202, however, I was unable to ascertain the identity or fate of the pilot.

In the next chapter I will talk about the bomber that Edmondo saw crash at Monte 
Savello.

Macchi MC-202.  Photo from the Web



The B-25 S/N 41-13211 “Tennessee Rambler” of the 321st 
BG, 445th BS 19 July 1943 MACR -248

This chapter is a small deviation from the principal research narrated in mission #216 of 
19 February, 1943 of the 321st BG.  However I think it is justified to insert it here 
anyway, because it is quite interesting, and then we will return to the main story in the 
next chapter.

It was the statements of Edmondo Del Gobbo which triggered this research.  Having a 
date, the first bombardment of Rome and Ciampino on 19 July 1943, and the fact that 
the USAAF just a few months before initiated the compilation of the MACRs, the 
research was relatively simple.  I had only to check the MACRs of the date in question 
and see if there was a correspondence between the aircraft reported lost that day, and the
aircraft I was searching for.

The result was that the airplane which Edmondo saw crash near Monte Savello was one 
of the aircraft that bombed the airport at Ciampino at 13:03 hours that day.  It was a 
twin-engine B-25 of the 321st Bomb Group.

Bombardment of the Ciampino Airport July 19, 1943.   Photo from USAAF



I am going to limit myself to writing about the attack on Ciampino by the 321st BG (they
were not the only group to bomb Ciampino that day).  A twin-engine B-26 of the 320th 
Bomb Group was also lost, and crashed into the sea about 70 kilometers southwest of 
the island of Ponza.

I am not going into the merits of bombing Rome, because a great deal has already been 
written about the aerial incursion, moreover it is not connected to the story I am telling, 
since it happened at different times and manners.

Looking at the line of exploding bombs on the photo above which was taken during the 
attack, and from the crew’s notes on what was seen on the ground as they approached 
and departed from the target you will get an idea of the route taken.  Here are the 
notations:

Anti-aircraft fire heavy, intense and very accurate from the area of Pratica di Mare.  
Over the target flak was heavy, moderate to intense, and precise.  At least eight cannons 
observed at Pte. Chiosaceia (?).  Two batteries at 41º 49’N 12º 38’E (area north of 
Centroni).  One battery at 41º 47’N 12º35’E (open country between inhabited areas of 
Fioranello and Santa Maria delle Mole, 2 kilometers south of Ciampino).  Gun 
positions observed in the Roman quarters of Magliana, Centocelle.  Anti-aircraft battery
at Velletri.  Battery of six cannons at Anzio.

From this it is obvious that the 321st BG formation, consisting of 72 B-25s, took off at 
10:20 hours from the base at Souk-el-Arba in Tunisia, arriving from the sea they crossed
over Italian soil between Castel Romano and Pratica di Mare, the optimal route to arrive 
over the airport at Ciampino.  Their altitude was between 8,200 and 9,000 feet. 

Two kilometers before arriving over their objective, the B-25s fell into the sights of the 
anti-aircraft battery located between Fioranello and Santa Maria delle Mole.  They were 
also in range of the guns in the Roman districts of Magliana and Centocelle.

After dropping their bombs the formations veered to the right taking the route to Castel 
Gandolfo, Albno Laziale, Lanuvio (having seen the anti-aircraft guns at Velletri), then 
passing between Aprilia and Cisterna di Latina.  In a note in the War Diary of the 321st 
one can read that ten enemy aircraft were seen (on the field at Cisterna di Latina).  Then 
they left Italian territory, heading out to sea just east of Nettuno.  They took a heading 
directly to Tunisia passing between Sardinia and Sicily.

Seventy B-25s landed at Souk-el-Arba at 15:40 hours.  One aircraft landed at Bizerte 
with mechanical problems.  One was shot down by flak.



The lost ship was the B-25C S/N 41-13211, the “Tennessee Rambler.”

Obviously, from 9,000 feet altitude the crews could not see all of the anti-aircraft gun 
positions in the area, and also because they were scattered everywhere with guns of 
various calibers.

For example, in this area there were two batteries of heavy cannons, exactly on the 
return route of the bombers returning from the mission to Ciampino.  One of them could 
have been the one to have shot down the “Tennessee Rambler.”

Mr. Giovanni Verre, a member of the Pavona social media group, read my post about 
researching information about the B-25 and contacted me.  Giovanni, who lives in 
Castel Gandolfo, is passionate about history, and informed me that during the Second 

The nose art of the Tennessee Rambler was designed by the pilot's sister.  Photo from the Web



World War, in the area to the west of Castel Gandolfo, there was an Italian anti-aircraft 
battery with heavy 90/53 Ansaldo guns.

These guns were positioned on land located at the intersection of Via Collepicchione 
Marino and Via Appia Nuova.

The Italian anti-aircraft batteries, like the German’s, consisted normally of four heavy 
cannons deployed in a diamond pattern and often set in dugouts with redoubts four to six
feet high.   In the center of the deployment would be the fire control system.  These 
cannons would be protected in turn by additional 20mm or 37mm anti-aircraft guns to 
the sides.

The management of these anti-aircraft batteries fell to the Milizia per la Difesa Antiaerea
Territoriale (DICAT) [Militia for the Territorial Anti-aircraft Defense].  The DICAT was 
created in 1923 for the defense of the country against enemy air raids.  After the fall of 
fascism in December of 1943 the unit was dissolved by the Badoglio Government. 

A 90/53 Ansaldo cannon mounted on a Breda 52.  Photo from the Web



The Ansaldo 90/53 cannon was even more powerful than the German 88mm, in fact the 
Italian 90/53 had a maximum range of 10.8 miles.  The maximum altitude for firing 
against aircraft was 37,000 feet, as compared to 26,000 feet for the German 88’s. 

The 90/53 gun was the heaviest anti-aircraft gun fielded by the Italians, reliable and 
powerful (with a muzzle velocity of 2755 feet per second).  Despite being designed as an
anti-aircraft gun, it was also used as an anti-tank weapon, like the German 88mm.

An Italian 20mm Breda Model 35.   Photo from the Web



Four-barreled German 20mm anti-aircraft gun.  Bundesarchiv, photo Walther 1943

German half-track with a 37mm anti-aircraft cannon near Castel Sant'Angelo in Rome.  Spring 
1944.  Photo Bayer



In order to complete the picture of the anti-aircraft defenses installed in this area, 
Edmondo Del Gobbo informed me, by way of Marco Bellitto, that a German battery 
consisting of 88mm guns along with guns of 20 and 37mm were positioned around the 
Villa del Cardinale, on the southeast side of Lake Albano.

Edmondo at this time lived in Fontana Sala and saw that battery in action against Allied 
aircraft.  It was his job to monitor the movements and activities of the Germans in the 
area, being a member of the Partisan Brigade of Castelli Romani.

Italian anti-aircraft battery with Ansaldo 90/53 guns.  Photo from the Web



German 88mm cannon.  From the Bundesarchiv, photo Walther



Villa del Cardinale today.  Photo with the kind permission of professional 
photographer Milco Graziani



Eyewitness account by Edmondo Del Gobbo on the shooting down of the B-25 S/N 41-
13211 “Tennessee Rambler” of the 321st BG, 445th BS:  “...it was 19th July 1943, the day
of the devastating bombardment of Rome.  In mid-morning it could be seen high in the 
sky hundreds of American bombers, while some of their escort fighters flew at low 
altitude to keep an eye on what was happening on the ground.  Then the bombardment, 
the explosions of the bombs, smoke rose from Rome.  High up one could see the little 
clouds of smoke from the explosion of the anti-aircraft shells in the direction of the 
Allied aircraft formations.  Then silence.

After lunch, it was about 3pm, the characteristic sound of an aircraft close by could be 
heard.  I was in the garden, and a little later I heard the sound of explosions coming 
from the area southeast of Rome at the Ciampino airport.

I was living at Fontana Sala, and could easily see the bombs exploding at the airport.  A
little after that a large formation of aircraft, the ones that bombed Ciampino, flew over, 
at a much lower altitude than those in the morning that had bombed Rome.

At that moment the German anti-aircraft guns at Villa del Cardinale came alive and 
began firing like crazy.  An airplane was hit.  I saw it fall out of the formation with a 



sudden turn and fall from the sky in a nearly vertical spiral.  High in the sky I saw 4 or 5
white parachutes.  Those aviators were targeted by the German guns at Villa del 
Cardinale and the heavy guns in the tower at Pavona.

The airmen were very high in the sky when they were targeted by the guns.  I could see 
the black clouds of the exploding shells near the parachutes.  Then, when they reached a
lower altitude, the small caliber guns opened up on them as they came to the ground 
between Castel Gandolfo, Albano Laziale and Ariccia in a copse of chestnut trees.

I don’t think any of the airmen were able to survive in the midst of such heavy fire.  I 
watched the descent of the airplane, which crashed at the foot of Monte Savello.

The falling airplane made a deep crater in the ground.  After the war the owner of the 
land thought of using the crater as a square lake for sport fishing of trout.”

According to Giovanni Verre, the artificial lake was constructed in the 1950’s in cement.
It had the dimensions of 12×12 yards and was about six feet deep.

The crew of the B-25C S/N 41-13211 consisted of:

Pilot - 2nd Lt. Guy J. McLaughlin

Co-pilot - 2nd Lt. John S. Neck

Bombardier - 2nd Lt. Richard l. Springer

Engineer/Gunner Sgt. Howard J. Conners

Radio/Gunner Sgt. John N. Gregory

Turret/Gunner Sgt. Stephen J. Binkowski

Eyewitness account by S/Sgt. Nillo R. Arvo, turret gunner of the ship which flew in the 
2nd position of the first element, just opposite Lt. McLaughlin’s ship.  From MACR-248:

“His right engine exploded and the plane rolled on its back with the nose down.  The  
engine fell out and the wing tore off barely missing my turret dome as it passed 
overhead.  The life raft and cushion fell out and the plane headed toward the ground 
spiraling.    Because of two passes made by Macchi 202’s, I was unable to watch the 
plane fall all the way to earth.  Later, I saw black smoke on the ground where I believe 
the aircraft hit”.



Eyewitness account by S/Sgt. Willis W. Littleton, Engineer/Gunner of the plane in no. 3 
position of the second element, behind Lt. McLaughlin’s plane (no. 3 position of the first
element).  From the MACR:

“The ship faltered and then rolled over,  spiraling to the ground.  I watched the ship 
from the time it was hit until it crashed into a ravine and then exploded.  Nearby,  I saw 
a parachute lying half opened, probably thrown from the plane after the crash”.

In the accounts by the airmen in the two other aircraft who saw the B-25 hit, neither saw
a crewman bail out.  The first, S/Sgt. Nillo R. Arvo, because he had to turn to defending 
his plane which was under attack by Macchi 202 fighters, and the second S/Sgt. Willis 
W. Littleton, possibly because his view was blocked by the other aircraft in the 
formation.

Of the six airmen aboard only the lifeless body of one of them was recovered, the turret 
gunner Stephen J.Binkowski.  The others remain among the missing.

Usually a fighter plane when it crashes to the ground, due to the tapered aerodynamic 
characteristics, the speed, the angle of descent, the type of terrain, etc, will bury itself 
several yards into the ground.  This was the case with Maximilian Volke, a Luftwaffe 
pilot who crashed near Mirandola (MO) in 1944.  The engine of his Messerschmitt Bf-
109 was almost 40 feet down in the ground.  The remains of the pilot were 25 feet down.
They were returned to light in 2007 by the Romagna Air Finders Association, which was
founded in 1998 by Leo Venieri.

It is a different story for bombers.  The more squat structure of the aircraft does not 
permit it to bury as deep in the ground.

Then, is it a mystery what happened to the other five airmen?

No mystery, if we go back to Edmondo’s account of the event.  He says that he saw 4-5 
white parachutes.  The airmen were targeted by the heavy anti-aircraft guns at Villa del 
Cardinale and at the Pavona tower.

The Germans massacred the five American airmen as they descended by parachute in 
the Lake Albano area.

In order to hide what they had done, the Germans buried the bodies of the airmen in 
such as way that they would not be discovered in order to avoid problems.  The German 
artillerymen had committed a war crime, a punishable violation of international laws and
treaties regarding the rights of war by one or more persons, military or civil.  Every 
violation of the rules of war constitutes a war crime.



The location where the airmen were buried remains a mystery.  What the Germans had 
done was a deed to be hidden quickly, and without witnesses.  If some of the soldiers 
landed, as Edmondo stated in his account, among the chestnut trees, it could be that the 
Germans buried the American soldiers in those woods.  Or, if they landed in an area 
without a lot of vegetation, they would have been transported to an isolated spot with 
plants and trees for cover.

According to fragments of account by other individuals, an American airplane crashed 
on Guido P.’s estate in the area southeast of Pavona, and about a kilometer from the spot 
where the “Tennessee Rambler” crashed.  Also on the same spot an American airman 
was seen with three holes in his neck and still alive, rescued by Mr. Guido P.  This leads 
me to think that in this area it was not an aircraft that crashed, but the wing which 
detached from the B-25.  Probably, the injured airman, who soon died, was the only one 
located after the crash, the turret gunner, Binkowski.

As we read in the account by Willis W. Littleton, engineer/gunner on an airplane in the 
formation who watched the “Tennessee Rambler” from the moment it was hit to the 
moment it crashed to the ground state in the MACR: “I watched the ship from the time it
was hit until it crashed into a ravine and then exploded.” 

The word “ravine” may surprise us, since between Albano Laziale and Pavona there are 
no ravines in the usual sense of the word, which is to say a deep cliff, or depression with
steep walls.

However, there is a depression in the ground, a valley between Monte Savello and the 
height of Lake Pavona.  From an altitude of 9,000 feet, a valley might appear to be a 
ravine.



The page from the MACR with the testimonies of Sgts. Willis Littleton and Nillo R. Avro.        
From USAAF



Crash site of the "Tennessee Rambler."

Crash sites of both the "Tennessee Rambler," and the "Ruptured Duck."  This beautiful photo 
from the 1970's along with other aerial photo and old maps were sent by Mr. Alessandro Serra



Page from MACR-248 recording the essential details about the aircraft and crew.              
From USAAF



The map from MACR-248 indicating the crash site.  From USAAF



Newspaper 
clipping from 
the Rochester 
Democrat and 
Chronicle 
indicating that 
Guy J. 
McLaughlin, 
the pilot of the 
B-25 
“Tennessee 
Rambler” is 
missing and 
presumed dead. 
Shot down 
during a 
mission over 
Rome having 
completed 32 
missions.

Photo from 
Fold3



On the left: News clipping from the August 21, 
1943 Lansing State Journal reporting that co-
pilot John S. Neck is reported MIA after 
completing 14 missions.

Below: New clipping from the November 24, 
1944 Lansing State Journal reporting that Lt. 
Neck had been declared dead and his mother 
would be receiving his medals.  Both from 
Fold3



The fourth aircraft lost during mission #216, S/N 42-64550
of the 448th Bomb Squadron, MACR-2477

448th BS Mission Summary: (Ops Order 254/mission 253) Group Mission # 216: 
Mission 174 (216). At 08:20 24 planes took off to bomb troop concentration 200 yards N
and S of F9037 and dropped 1162 Frags at 09:45 from 10,500 feet. 14 planes holed and 
2 planes shot down, one by flak ,and one by flak and E/A and one plane missing (one 
plane down in water approximately 41° 40’ N and 12° 15’ E 3 or 4 persons seen in 
water, dingy dropped by another plane, one plane shown down about F7550 three chutes
seen from some plane). Plane that landed in water piloted by Lt. Annear, crew: 
Kuykendall, Zinkand, Morris, Tudor and Nesbit. Three officers were picked up by 
English crash boat 182. To date word has been received that Sgt. Tudor is in Allied 
Hospital, not word of Morris and Nesbit. Target area well covered with one string 
observed crossing bend in river just N of F9037 and S of RR. Saw bombs along RR 
tracks just W of target. Groups of 6-8 and from 15-20 E/A reported over and after 
leaving target attacking in pairs. ME-109’s, FW-190’s, one ME-210 and MA-282 
reported. Most attacks from rear and one tactic was for one plane to come from 6 
o’clock level, hanging back while another dove from 7 o’clock, from above. Some Me’s 
attacked after diving. Group claims 7 Me-109’s destroyed 2 FW-190’s destroyed, 2 ME-
109’s damaged. In 448 Sgt. Mauder claimed 2 ME-109’s, Sgt Coleman one, VanCura 
one and Chosta one FW-190. Flak: Heavy, intense and accurate from bomb line to target 
and out to coast, barrage type. Weather: CAVU [Ceiling And Visibility Unlimited] at 
target. 

Eyewitness account by 2nd Lt. Warren R. Annear, pilot of the B-25.  From the 
MACR:

On 19 February 1944, our group took off on a mission over the Anzio beachhead. I was 
the pilot of ship number 42-64550, and was flying in the second flight, second element, 
third position. As we approached the target our element leader formed an echelon to the
left. On the bomb run I got behind some 30 feet from the position that I should have 
been flying, and in an effort to catch up with my element I signaled the co-pilot Lt. J. W. 
Kuykendall to give me maximum R.P.M., which he did. The manifold pressure at that 
time was at its maximum for that altitude. The bomb bay doors were then opened and 
the bombs dropped by Lt. T. W. Zinkand. As the bomb bay doors were being closed, I 
came into position in the element. At that time the element leader started evasive action 
by losing altitude in a turn to the left. My airspeed then was too great to enable me to 



drop down and back on the inside of the turn since I had used that extra speed to catch 
up to my element, Consequently, the element passed in under me and to avoid collision, 
I banked to the left. While the element was in under me in the “blind spot”, they started 
a turn to the right which left me away from the formation. I started a dive to catch up. At
that time the turret gunner Sgt. Tudor began firing about a ten second burst. 
Immediately afterward an enemy pursuit plane passed over our nose from behind us. It 
had a fuselage similar to a “hurricane” and a wing similar to that of a spitfire. We 
continued our dive and in a few seconds the pursuit made another attack from the same 
position, above and behind. Our gunners did not answer fire. A third attack was made 
from the same position at which time our tail surfaces were severely damaged and the 
left engine was shot out. Also, at this time, either a bullet or a piece of shrapnel, I can’t 
be sure which, came through the left window from behind, grazing my forehead and 
knocked my cap and headset from my head. Apparently, I was stunned for a time, 
because when I “got my bearings”, I was leaning forward against the co-pilot who had 
taken the controls. At that time we were still over land about 7000 feet and were heading
toward the ocean. I called the gunners in the rear of our ship to bail out. I repeated the 
call continually for about ten seconds. It was impossible to get an acknowledgment from
the crew for my headset had been knocked off and I could not replace it, for it took all 
the power of the co-pilot and myself to keep the ship from going into a vertical dive. I 
tried to use elevator trim but on turning the control I found that the cable was broken. 
The co-pilot then tried to feather the left prop, however, the mechanism was broken. Our
wheels dropped half way out of the wheel well and the engine instruments were out. 

When we passed over the water we turned south to catch the formation and at about 300
feet the right engine quit. We made a normal landing, tail low approach, on the water. 
The wheels, when striking the water caused our nose to “dig in”. The ship went 
completely under water for a few seconds and then came up through to keep our heads 
above water. The co-pilot released the escape hatch and left the ship. I followed him. At 
that time I heard someone yelling “my chute, my chute”, and thought the bombardier 
had left the ship when ordered. Later, he said that it was a “50-50” proposition and 
decided to stay with us. At any rate he finally removed his chest type chute and was able
to get between the pilot’s and co-pilot’s seat and left the ship. 

The co-pilot released the life raft externally and inflated it. As the three of us caught 
hold of the raft the ship went under. When in the raft we removed the paddles and the 
bombardier and I began rowing while the co-pilot inflated the raft that had been 
dropped near us from an element that flew over. At this time I saw a parachute 
descending over land approximately where we passed over the coast. A pursuit ship was



circling the chute as it went down. We decided not to row directly to shore because we 
weren’t sure whose territory it was. 

We agreed upon rowing south to Anzio point which we could see very well, for we were 
only five miles north of Anzio and about four miles from the nearest land. We then 
destroyed the papers we had that may have been beneficial to the enemy if we were 
caught. After rowing for about fort-five minutes, four spitfires saw us and circled 
overhead until a British Crash boat number 182, picked us up. When we got in the crash
boat an American boat pulled along side, but upon finding that everyone was alright 
they left.

 

In the photo a British motorboat of the type that rescued Lts. Annear, Kuykendall and Zinkand 
picking them up from two rubber rafts.  The boat is a Type Two HSL.  It was a high-speed boat 
(40 mph), built by the British Power Boat Company (BPBC). It was used during the war as a 
rescue boat.  Photo from the Web 



During the trip to Anzio harbor, where we were taken, the British sailors administered 
first aid to Lt. Zinkand’s ankle that had swollen, Lt. Kuykendall’s hand, that had been 
cut, and my head. They removed our clothes and gave us dry underwear and some 
blankets. At Anzio we were taken to the harbor dispensary where I requested Captain 
King, Officer in charge, to inform our organization that we had been picked up. 

Captain King had no news of T/Sgt. Morris, the radio-man, Sgt. Tudor, or Sgt. Nesbit 
the engineer, whom I assumed had bailed out; however, the British sailors on the crash 
boat informed us that one man had been picked up who parachuted into the ocean in the
area over which we passed. They did not know the man’s name. 

At 1715 that night we boarded an L.S.T. and arrived at the harbor of Bain at 0800 the 
next morning. We got a ride to Naples where I reported to the Adjutant General’s Office 
and got in touch with Lt. Crowell, Operations Officer of our squadron. The next day, 
February 21st, a ship was sent to Naples to pick us up, so we could return to our base. 

British motorboat traveling at high speed while a Hurricane fighter plane flies over.                      
Photo from Wikipedia



Eyewitness account by 2nd Lt. James W. Kuykendall, co-pilot of the B-25.  From the
MACR:

On 19 February 1944, I was assigned as co-pilot of plane #42-64550 with Lieutenant 
Annear as pilot. Our position was number three of the second element in the second 
flight of the 321st Bombardment Group. The planned target time was 0945 hours. Take-
off and assembly were made as planned, and the target was reached on schedule.  On 
the bomb run to the target, Lt. Annear signaled for full power which was needed to 
maintain position. After the bombs were dropped, the flight leader made a sharp diving 
turn to the left. Due to our excess speed we were unable to keep our place in the turn 
and were forced into a position above the formation where the pilot was unable to see 
the other planes. To avoid collision, Lt. Annear banked the ship to the left which would 
bring the formation back into view. At this instant we were attacked by an enemy fighter 
which came from above and rear. The turret gunner answered with a long burst. The fire
from the enemy cut our hydraulic system allowing the wheels to drop from the engine 
nacelles. This resulted in a loss of speed which put us still farther out of position in the 
formation. The enemy fighter then made a second attack and succeeded in disabling the 
left engine and in cutting the trim cables. This attack also caused the destruction of all 
instruments and stunned Lt. Annear. 

When Lt. Annear regained consciousness, he ordered the crew to bail out. We turned 
south, over the sea, towards Anzio, but as we were unable to maintain altitude we were 
forced to make a crash landing in the sea, five miles off shore and eight miles north of 
Anzio. There was no reply from the rear compartment and we were unable to see any 
signs of life there. We succeeded in launching the life raft and boarded it shortly before 
the plane sank. Three of the planes in our flight circled back and dropped additional 
rafts. We took one of these in tow. Within a short time, four spitfires came out and 
continued to circle over us until we were reached by an English crash boat. About one 
hour form the time of the landing, we were taken aboard the English crash boat and 
taken ashore to the beachhead. 

The crew of the B-25C S/N 42-64550 consisted of:

Pilot - 2nd Lt. Warren Raymond Annear

Co-pilot - 2nd Lt. James William “Kukie” Kuykendall

Bombardier - 2nd Lt. Willard T. Zinkand

Engineer/Gunner Sgt. Andrew L. Nesbit



Radio/Gunner Sgt. Raymond G. Morris

Turret Gunner Sgt. Owen M. Tudor

Target photo for mission #216 with bomb strikes noted.  Photo USAAF



Annear, Kuykendall and Zinkand made a water landing with the B-25, and were saved 
by a British rescue motorboat.  Nesbit, Morris and Tudor bailed out. Nesbit and Morris 
were captured by the Germans and later liberated and returned to their unit.  Owen 
Tudor also bailed out of the aircraft, but for unspecified causes, he died. 

A page from MACR-2477.   From USAAF



Ships of the 321st BG 
in flight.

Photo USAAF

Map included in MACR-2477.   From USAAF



Military map of Rome 
and environs.  American
Army 1943.  The yellow 
oval indicates the target.

The yellow circle shows 
the location where Lt. 
Annear ditched his B-
25.  The water depth at 
that point was 150 feet.

The red circle is where 
Lt. Brellenthin’s ship, 
the first story in this 
history, crashed into the 
sea.

Map from the Paniz 
Archive.



Warren Raymond Annear, pilot of B-25C S/N 42-64550

Warren R. Annear was born July 14, 1920 in Bessemer, the county seat of Gogebic 
County in Michigan.

On November 23, 1939 he was enlisted for the Panama Canal Department.  He flew 62 
combat missions in a twin-engine B-25 in the Mediterranean Theater during the Second 
World War.  After the war he remained in the service and was assigned to the Pacific and
stationed in Hawaii, Guam and the Philippines.  He also did a tour in Germany.  All in 
all of his 18 years of service, he spent seven of those years overseas.  He was classified 
as a Command Pilot.

With the rank of Colonel, Warren R Annear was assigned to serve as the Commander of 
the 606th Consolidated Aircraft Maintenance Squadron (CAMRON) based at Griffiss 
AFB, in Rome, NY.

Col. Annear’s squadron was responsible for maintaining the F-89 Scorpion made by 
Northrop (entered in service in 1950, retired in 1969), and the Convair F-102 Delta 
Dagger which was assigned to two squadrons based at Griffiss.  Their mission was to 
defend the northeast US against air attack.  The aircraft had to be maintained in perfect 
condition and ready for take-off regardless of the weather or time of day. 

Warren Annear died 
January 25, 1978 at 
Weslaco, Hidalgo 
County, Texas.

Northrop F-89 Scorpion in flight.     Photo USAF



Griffiss Air Force 
Base.

Construction began 
August 2, 1941, was 
completed in 
February 1942, and 
put into service in 
March 1942. It was 
decommissioned 
September 30, 1995.

Photo USAF.

The Convair F-102 Delta Dagger entered in service with the Air Force in 1956 and was retired in 
1976.  Greece and Turkey held them in service until 1979.  Some of the F-102's were converted to 
pilot-less drones and used as aerial targets until 1986.   Photo USAF



2nd Lt. James William “Bill” Kuykendall, Co-pilot of B-25C S/N 42-
64550

“Bill” Kuykendall was born November 2, 1919 in Moorefield, Hardy County, West 
Virginia.

James William Kuykendall about one year old.  Photo taken at Moorefield.  Photo from 
Judy Kuykendall Rice



James W. Kuykendall graduated from Moorefield High School in 1938.

James Kuykendall at age 5-6 with his sister, Amanda, at Moorefield.  Photo from Judy 
Kuykendall Rice

Moorefield High School class in 1937.  James is on the top right.  Photo from 
Judy Rice



“Bill” worked as a sales manager for Thomas Chevrolet from June 1939 until March 
1940.  From June 1941 until December 1941 he sold tobacco products for Brown-
Williamson Tobacco Corporation in Louisville, Kentucky.  He went to Tennessee 
Weslyan College in Athens Tennessee for a year and a half.

On January 23, 1942 he entered as a recruit into the Army Air Corps at Fort Hayes in 
Columbus, Ohio.  He was 23 years old.  Starting in May 1942 he received his first Air 
Force technical and meteorological observer training courses at Chanute Field, Illinois. 

On July 7, 1942 the cadets were transported by rail to Kelly Field in Texas.  They were 
then sent to the San Antonio Aviation Cadet Center in September 1942 for pre-flight 
training.

The whole Kuykendall family.  From left to right: James' father Robert Sherrard Kuykendall, his 
sister Mary Sherrard Kuykendall, the other sister, Amanda Bennett, their mother, Mary Hale 
Kuykendall, James Kuykendall and Ben Bennett, husband of Amanda.  In the first row two nieces, 
Nancy and Lee Bennett.  Photo taken at Moorefield, WV in 1937.  Photo from Judy Kuykendall Rice



 For two months beginning in November of 1942 he was with the flight training 
detachment in Vernon Texas.  For another two months beginning in January 1943 he 
received his basic flight training at the flight school in Waco, Texas

In March 1943 he received his advanced flight training at Ellington Field, Texas

Bill Kuykendall during his flight training period.   Photo from the USAAF



Following that he was sent to Greenville, SC for training to transition to the B-25.  He 
parted for Europe on December 24, 1943 and arrived in Europe on January 3, 1944.

The photo to the left is a one 
dollar banknote signed by several 
airmen, travel companions from 
his outfit who made the trip with 
him from the US to Italy.  At the 
top is the date: January 1, 1944, 
followed by the signatures 
including J. W. Kuykendall.

The photo was furnished by Barry
Slafkes, son of Sgt. Milton M. 
Slafkes, who served with Bill.

These dollar bills were called 
“Short Snorters” and were part of
a tradition among American 
solders since the 1920’s.  From 
Judy Rice



During the Second World War he was a member of the 12th Air Force, 57th Bomb Wing, 
321st Bombardment Squadron, 448th Bomb Squadron.  He flew as a pilot, and was 
stationed in Italy and on the island of Corsica.

On February 19, 1944 Bill was on his eighth combat mission.  He was the co-pilot of the
B-25 which was hit by anti-aircraft fire and forced to ditch in the Tyrrhenian Sea.  He 
was rescued by a British rescue motorboat.  After a brief period of recuperation he was 
able to return to combat and completed 55 missions.  Seven of those as co-pilot and 48 
as 1st pilot.

At the same time he also functioned as Flight Test Maintenance Officer, doing test 
flights of B-25s after major repairs, reporting to the Commanding Officer the results of 
his tests.

He received the Purple Heart on March 3, 1944; then was promoted to 1st Lieutenant on 
April 28, 1944.  He was awarded the Air Medal with five clusters, the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Medal with two bronze 
battle stars, the American Theater Medal and the World War II Victory Medal 

Medals awarded to Bill Kuykendall and photo of him.  Photo taken by Carla Rice, his 
great granddaughter

B-25 of the 448th BS in
flight over the sea.

Photo from the Web



James W. Kuykendall in Cairo for R&R after completing his fifth combat mission.  From left to 
right: Engineer Sgt. David L. Ernst, Gunner Sgt. Milton M. Slafkes, Pilot 2nd Lt. James W. 
Kuykendall, Radio/Gunner S/Sgt. Clarence D. Schaffner.  Photo from Judy Rice



The photo above and on the following page shows the Purple Heart medal conferred 
on Bill Kuykendall on March 3, 1944 for the wounds he suffered during the February 
19, 1944 mission.  Photo from Judy Kuykendall Rice





This medal awarded to Bill Kuykendall is the Distinguished Flying Cross.  It was instituted 
on July2, 1926 and awarded to all persons who, after April 6, 1917, while serving in any 
capacity with the United States Air Force, distinguished themselves by acts of heroism or 
extraordinary results during participation in aerial combat.  On the following page is the 
reverse of the DFC.  Photo from Judy Kuykendall Rice





Photo above and on the following page is the Air Medal, a decoration of the 
US Army created in 1942 and recognizes meritorious comportment in aerial 
operations.  Bill Kuykendall received this medal on July 28, 1944, and the 
fifth cluster on October 8, 1944 as indicated on the NARA index.  From Judy 
Rice





The World War II Victory Medal.

This medal was instituted by 
Congress in 1945, and awarded to 
soldiers who served in the Armed 
Forces between December 7, 1945 
and December 31, 1946.

Photo from Judy Rice.



Above: The European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal.  This medal was awarded to 
solders who served in the Armed Forces between December 7, 1941 and March 2, 1946 in the 
Mediterranean Theater.  Photo from Judy Rice



The American Campaign Medal.  This medal was awarded to soldiers who served 
within the United States between December 7, 1941 and March 2, 1946 under the 
following conditions:

(1) On permanent assignment outside the borders of the continental United States.



(2)  Permanently assigned as a member of a crew of a vessel sailing ocean waters for 
a period of 30 consecutive days or 60 nonconsecutive days.

(3)  Permanently assigned as a member of a crew of an aircraft making regular and 
frequent flights over the ocean for a period of 30 days.

(4)  Outside the continental limits of the United States in a passenger status or on 
temporary duty for 30 consecutive days or 60 nonconsecutive days.

(5)  In active combat against the enemy and was awarded a combat decoration or 
furnished a certificate by the commanding general of a corps, higher unit, or 
independent force that the Soldier actually participated in combat.

(6)  Within the continental limits of the United States for an aggregate period of 1 
year.

Photo from Judy Rice



On August 24, 1946 at Hot Springs, Arkansas, while a patient at the Army & Navy 
General Hospital, Bill Kuykendall married Geraldine Oleta (“Jerry”) Doman of Romney
West Virginia.  The lived in Arkansas until November 6, 1946, when, due his physical 
disability Bill was discharged from the service.

Bill Kuykendall and Geraldine Oleta Doman on their wedding day, August 26, 1946, in 
Hot Springs Arkansas at the Army Navy Hospital Chapel.  Photo from Judy Rice



Bill Kuykendall and Geraldine Oleta Doman at Hot Springs Arkansas in August 1946.  
Photo from Judy Rice

B-25 of the 321st Bombardment Group.   Photo from the Web



Above and on the page below: Honorable Discharge and Certificate of Service for Bill Kuykendall.  
Photo from Judy Rice





James Kuykendall in a photo 
after the war.

Photo from Judy Rice

The couple returned to Moorefield, Virginia to raise their two children, Judith Ann and 
Oleta Hale.  Bill was a member of the Masonic Lodge, and Director of the Red Cross of 
Hardy County.

Bill with Geraldine and their 
daughter Oleta Hale at 
Moorefield in 1947.

Photo from Judy Rice

Due to his medical condition Bill 
was often hospitalized at Newton 
D. Baker Hospital in Bethesda, 
Maryland and the Veterans 
Hospital at Martinsburg West 
Virginia, where he passed away 
on April 30, 1951, at the age of 
only 31 years, due to 
complications from pneumonia 
and rheumatoid arthritis. 



James W. Kuykendall is buried along with his wife Geraldine Oleta in the Olivet 
Cemetery in Moorefield, West Virginia.



James William "Bill" Kuykendall.   Photo from his daughter Judy.
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