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' o rembe r 29 , 1943 Pre pa d by t . l i B. o r o , J r , , a s P D
,. ,

Lt. Col. Joseph R . Ho ap le s "B g-ta l B dB today bo b d Grosseto ai drome

-. .on I t a y s e s t c oaat t o rk t he c pl e t i on of a f ul y o he d e - hoppi , s

bo b n and edium altitude raida ag st the is n t e ed terra an theater.
• The AA 26 araude rs of t he t he at e r +s ol de s t m d

. u bo b g oup t ar t ed

operatio a year ago, 2 Noverber 1913
, when a nine-pl n for tion hit the Tu is

port of •S ax , s we ep g f r om t he s e a at deck l e ve l a d pul l i up t o a nere

thousand feet to p thei bomb , hich le t dock nd a ehouses afla e.

T e anniversary bombin o Grosseto effected through hole t i k cloud

. layera, post holed the r nway a resulted n its on a drome build s and

re etm nts. It was the groupts 1 3rd ission.

T only s n .lar
ity b t een Sfax and Grosseto as the flak, which tod y looked

l e easy mushr oo co ng t hrough t h cl ean c ouds , accord ng t o T/ g .

. Pet r T. er, Q , S . t es i an Ave . , Chi c ago, a a st gunner .
" he arauders have car i d ou 2,5 2 ao ties agai st ene a fields, sh p i g

a d co ®unications . heir pla e nose scoreboa ds of s rastikas a ship s bols sho
._

• i e e nemy s hi p s k , 10 6 en f i ght e r a ahot do n, pr obabl y de s t roy ed and 56

d g d , The gro u op rat ed t he .
f ancy of t he Nor t h A r i c an i r For ce t h f e r

planes than naw a e as igned one s ad on.

Colonel Holzapple, of Feori , 1., on Nov,
6 was presented th British Dist -

g shed Fly g Croas for pio eeri i the develo ent of skip-bo bi g tactics and
- -- - - - - --

the erican Distinguished Flyi g C s for l adi g a s x-pla for tion on J . 22
_ - -- - _ _ _ _ .

which s nk t s freighters an hot do ive erman pursuits,

A DFC f o s k i p bo b .ng al s o rt t o aj . Dona d L. Gi l ber t of R d rood Ci t y , •

Cal., w o, accordin to Ie end, judged his p op r app oach level by the tail gun er

co pl . t t hat t he gu we re get t i r t .

. . ri t c h n t o d m al t i t ude rai ds , t he b i gt l s hi t I t l i an r s h ng

y ar ds .and a i ded t he f i ve a s e al ® l op nt of Fant e l l er i a . ' ev at ed

out" t e flak of e sina, Na es and Ro e+s Ciampino a drome, and in the critical

days of alerno duplicated their Pantelleria record for n ber of sortiea in two
• ' ay s by t hr ee-•a- day 'r ai ds aga nat Ge r a e l d road a d br i dge s ,

' .
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. S eet No. Re i e of a year s pe at ons - 319t h Bo b Gp. . D c o u
. ,.29 Nove ber , 19 3 P epared by Lt . Wi l i a B. on oe , Jr . , s O

.
The group weathered b rage ty e flak to b ub a G rbini, Sic y, satel

f i e l a nd comi g me s hct do n 19 ene f i ght e rs , pr ob ab l y de s t r oy n f our mor e .
T o bo bers were lost.

O r Italy Au st they ocked do n 1 fighters and probably destrv ed

ot her s aga st a l os s of f i v , Four days l at e r t he B 26 l s t Lt . yrn N.

ob s on , 230 E. 7 1s t , Ne York Ci t y , f l y i ng at 50 f e et al t i t ude ov r t he s e a

on one e gi ne , s hot do n f i ve e 109 s i n a 3 5 ut e bat t l e be f ore cr as h l a di n

n f r i end y at er s ,

t t ack g t he e rraan c o umun e at .ons cent e r of Al i f e , I t al y , on ct . 13 , t he

,
fo atian found its pla ed approach blocked by clouds, picked the o ly clear

ap r oach and l a i d i t e t i r e bomb pat t ern i t hi n t smal l t o n . I nere di bl e t a l e s

of re t ur crews "a qc a - s hap d e oi of smoke r i s ng f r om a s qua re

.
t o ere conf i r e d by phot os and l at e r by cc endat i on f rom Ai Chi e f

, a sha edder ar Ma cr G n ral J i y Doo t t l e ,
he group ent over the Sa on bomber base north of e lles on Nov. 16

• t he f st da ght e di b o ber at t ack on Sout hern Fr a e .

pf t he p ane s t he "Bi g- t ai l Bi a have p t ave r t he t a rge t i n t he c o e of a

ya r, only 1.7 per cent ere lost to all t pes of enemy tion -- an avera that

would be cca iderably lo r om tt g the f rst 20 missions. Of inen over the ta get,

onl y . 73 5 e pr i s oner s , i s s i ng act i on or wourded s u f i c i e nt l y t o e

` transferre d. Thu , more than half of the rsornel of b bers destro d by en my

act i on r e t ur nec t o t he i r bas e t o f l y aga .

- 0 -
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