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12
th

 Air Force, 57
th

 Bombardment Wing 

310th Bombardment Group 

History:  June 1943 
 

The following is a compilation of the 310
th
 Bomb Group’s Headquarters and individual 

Squadron War Diaries.  They have been transcribed word for word, from the Squadron 

Histories provided by the Air Force Historical Research Agency (AFHRA), Maxwell Air 

Force Base Alabama.  At the end of each Squadron’s daily entry, the individuals cited in 

the entry are identified by full name, rank and duty, in alphabetical order.  The day’s 

entry begins with the Tactical Operations Statement, from the United States Army Air 

Forces (USAAF) Chronology, for the Mediterranean Theater of Operations (MTO).  The 

history also includes mission reports, mission crew rosters, Missing Air Crew Reports 

(MACR), personal mission logs, journals, and diaries made available by various sources. 

 

 

 

Invitation 

 

Anyone who has documentation pertaining to the 310
th
 Bomb Group or its members, and 

would like to have it included in this history, is welcome to participate.  Copies of:  

photos (official or personal); orders (promotion, decoration, travel, etc.); Mission 

Reports; Missing Air Crew Reports; personal diaries, logs, journals, etc; other 

documentation; or information that will help identify hi-lited individuals will be greatly 

appreciated, as one of my goals is correctly identify every man and plane assigned to the 

310
th
 Bomb Group. 

 

My only interest in this project is to honor those who served by perpetuating their story, 

and making it available for future generations, particularly the families and friends of 

our Great Heroes.  If you are interested in helping, or if I may be of assistance in finding 

information about your 310
th
 BG Hero, please contact me at:  Lil -Butch@nc.rr.com      

 

 

Contributors 
 

Agostino Alberti:  Professor - historian (Soncino, Italy) 

Michele Becchi:  aviation history - archaeologist (Reggio Emilia, Italy) 

Jack Brellenthin, great nephew of:  Harold Ray Brellenthin, 2Lt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Cecile Burandt, daughter of:  Charles Lawson "Chuck" Burandt, Capt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Sally Brown, daughter of:  Barnard H. Seegmiller, Sgt, armament, 445
th
 BS 

Dave Charville, grandson of:  Leighton Daniel ñDanny" Charville, 1Lt, pilot, 445
th
 BS 

Barbara Connolly, daughter of:  Edward Charles ñSalvoò Ennis, T/Sgt, radar-radio-

gunner, 447
th
 BS 

Ralph ñMonguseò Gimenez:  Software Architect, IL2-FB Skinner 

Bob Haney, son of:  Vincent M. Haney, M/Sgt, flight engineer, 341
st
 BG 

Ed Haney, cousin of:  Gale Monroe Dickson, Capt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 
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Contributors (continued) 
 

John Hughes, son of:  John Jerome ñJackò Hughes, 1Lt, bombardier, 446
th
 BS 

Patti Johnson:  genealogist, proofer, and family friend of:  James Raymond Orechia, 

T/Sgt, radio-gunner, 446
th
 BS 

Don Kaiser, son of:  Quentin C. Kaiser, T/Sgt, radio-gunner, 489
th
 BS 

John Lanza, nephew of:  William A. Lanza, Sgt, gunner, 446
th
 BS 

Stephanie Lile, daughter of:  Keith B. Lile, S/Sgt, gunner, 445
th
 BS 

1
st
 Lt Joseph A. Malec: bombardier, 448

th
 BS and friend of:  Vernon Curtis Dossey, Capt, 

pilot, 448
th
 BS 

Vince Mango, son of:  Vincent A. ñVinceò Mango, S/Sgt, aerial gunner, 447
th
 BS 

John J. McCarthy:  Sgt, engineer-gunner, bombardier, 447
th
 BS 

Lorraine McRae, daughter of:  James Arrington McRae, 1Lt, bombardier, 446
th
 BS 

T/Sgt Rocco F. ñRockyò Milano & daughter Peggy Chatham:  Crew Chief of Peg O' My 

Heart, Lil Butch, and Haulin' Ass, 446
th
 BS 

Bob Ritger, nephew of:  Frederic Charles Ritger, 1Lt, pilot, 446
th
 BS 

Irving J. Schaffer:  T/Sgt, radio-gunner, photographer, 448
th
 BS 

1
st
 Lt Frederick H. Smith:  pilot, 447

th
 BS 

Marsha Gurnee Suszan, daughter of: Clarence E. "Shine" Gurnee, S/Sgt, gunner, 448
th
BS 

Dominique Taddei:  author, U.S.S. Corsica (Corsica) 

David Waldrip, nephew of:  Robert Laseter Waldrip, T/Sgt, radio-gunner, 447
th
 BS 

Vinny J. White, son of:  Joseph P. White, T/Sgt, radio-gunner, 381
st
 BS 

 

 

Crew lists 
 

 Aircraft information - serial #, name, etc Sometimes used 

P Pilot Bomb/Nav Bombardier-Navigator 

CP Co-pilot BN Bombardier-Navigator 

N Navigator EG Engineer-gunner 

B Bombardier RG Radio-gunner 

E Engineer-gunner TG Turret gunner 

R Radio-gunner AG Aerial gunner 

G Gunner PH Photographer 

F Photographer AP Aerial photographer 

CL Cannon Loader (on B-25G) CC Crew Chief 

O Observer    

 

Note for the 381
st
 BS only: The letter in ( ) following the A/C No. represents the position 

# of the aircraft in the formation.  For example:  A/C No. 41-13052 (P) - the P is 

position 16. 

A-1 B-2 C-3 D-4 E-5 F-6 G-7 H-8 I-9 J-10 K-11 L-12 

M-13 N-14 O-15 P-16 Q-17 R-18 S-19 T-20` U-21 V-22 W-23 X-24 

Y-25 Z-26 

 



Acronyms & Abbreviations 

 
A/C:  Aircraft M/G:  Machine Gun 

A/D:  Aerodrome MIA:  Missing In Action 

A/F:  Air Field, also Anti-Flak M/T:  Motor Transport (Truck) 

AA or AAA:  Anti-Aircraft (Artillery) MTB:  Motor Torpedo Boat 

abs: absent M/V:  Military  Vessel, Maritime Vessel  

AGL:  Above Ground Level M/Y:  Marshalling Yards 

ALO:  Allied Liaison Officer  MC:  Maintenance Crew 

ALW:  Alive and Well NARA:  National Archives and Records 

Administration 

AMGOT: Allied Military Government for 

Occupied Territories 

NASAF: Northwest African Strategic Air 

Force 

A.R.C.: American Red Cross NATC - Northwest African Training 

Command 

ASN:  Army Serial Number (personnel) NATOUSA: North Atlantic Theater of 

Operations USA  

Assg:  Assigned Nav:  Navigator 

ASV:  Anti-Surface Vessel (radar) N.B.S.:  National Bureau of Standards 

ATA:  Actual Time of Arrival NC:  Nurse Corps. 

ATC:  Air Transportation Command NCO:  Non-Commissioned Officer 

ATS:  Air Transport Service Nickels:  propaganda Leaflets 

Azon:  Azimuth only (guided bomb) (NMI):  No Middle Initial 

BC:  Bomber Command  NOK:  Next Of Kin 

BIC:  Bruised in Crash NRO:  National Reconnaissance Office 

Bmb:  Bombardier OAF:  Occupation Air Forces 

Bn:  Battalion OD:  Officer of the day, also Olive Drab 

B.R.L.:  Ballistic Research Laboratory OLC:  Oak Leaf Cluster 

BSM:  Bomb System Maintenance OTU:  Operational Training Unit 

CA: Heavy Cruiser PAX:  Passengers 

CAVU:  Ceiling and Visibility Unlimited PDI:  Pilot Direction Indicator 

C.B.I.:  China-Burma-India Theater POE:  Point of Embarkation 

C/D:  Coastal Defense POW:  Prisoner of War (also PW) 

CE: Circular Error  PRO-Kit: Individual Chemical 

Prophylactic packet 

CEP:  Circular Error Probable PW:  Prisoner of War (also POW) 

Chaff (US term): Radar countermeasure: 

tiny strips of aluminum, metalized glass 

fiber, or plastic.  See Window 

PWB: Psychological Warfare Branch 

CL:  Cannon Loader PX:  Post Exchange 

CO:  Commanding Officer QBB:  Base of cloud 

CG:  Commanding General QDM:  Course to steer 

CP:  Command Post QM:  Quarter Master 

CQ: Charge of Quarters R/B:  Road Bridge 

C/S:  Call Sign RC:  Red Cross 

CWS: Chemical Warfare Service R/J:  Road Junction 



D/H:  Direct Hit R/Y:  Railroad Yards 

DD:  Destroyer Repl:  Replacement 

DED:  Declared Dead - no body or remains 

found 

RMC:  Returned to Military Control 

Demo:  Demolition RON:  Remain OverNight 

DL:  Dead List RR/B:  Railroad Bridge 

DNB:  Died Non-Battle / Died Not-Battle RR/J:  Railroad Junction 

DOW:  Died Of Wounds. RR:  Railroad    

DOWRIA:  Died of Wounds Received in 

Action 

RTD:  Returned To Duty 

DS:  Detached Service R/V:  Rendezvous  

E/A:  Enemy Aircraft SAP:  Semi-Armor Piercing 

E/F:  Enemy Fighter SD:  Special Duty 

EM or E/M:  Enlisted Men S/E:  Single Engine (plane) 

ETA:  Estimated Time of Arrival S.E.:  Special Equipment (Shoran) 

ETIR:  Estimated Time In Route S/F:  Siebel Ferry 

EUS:  Evacuated to the United States sk: sick 

E/V:  Enemy Vessel S/M: Submarine 

F Boat:  Flying Boat SO:  Special Order 

F/L: Formation Leader - also Flight Leader SOI:  Standard Operating Instructions? 

FO or F/O:  Flying Officer S/P: Sea Plane 

FOD:  Finding Of Death Sq:  Squadron 

Frag:  Fragmentation Sqdn:  Squadron 

F.S.:  Flight Section SWA: Seriously Wounded in Action 

GLO: Ground Liaison Officer (UK) T/A:  Target Area 

GO:  General Order T/C:  Troop Concentration 

GP:  General Purpose/Gun Position T/E:  Twin Engine (plane) 

GTC: General Time Convention (railroad) TAC:  Theater Allied Command 

HE:  High Explosive TBF:  Tactical Bomber Force 

IAS:  Indicated Air Speed TD:  Temporary Duty 

I & E:  Information & Education TDY:  Temporary Duty 

(i. o.):  Initials Only (initial is the name) TLC:  Tactical Landing Craft 

IP:  Initial Point TO:  Take-Off (time), also Technical 

Order, and Transportation Officer 

KNB:  Ki lled Not Battle T/O:  Table of  Organization 

KIA:  Killed In Action TOT: Time Over Target/Time On Target 

L/A:  Landing Area Trfd:  Transferred 

LC:  Landing Craft TWX:  Teletypewriter Message 

L/G:  Landing Ground u/i:  Unidentified, also unit of issue 

Lox:  Liquid Oxygen UNRRA:  United Nations Relief and 

Rehabilitation Administration 

L/S:  Landing Strip Very Pistol or Verey Pistol:  Flare gun 

L/V:  Large Vehicle VOCO:  Verbal Order of the Commanding 

Officer 

LST:  Landing Ship Tank W.O.:  Warrant Officer 

Ltr:  Letter WIA:  Wounded In Action 



LWA: Lightly Wounded in Action  Window (British term): Radar 

countermeasure: tiny strips of aluminum, 

metalized glass fiber, or plastic. See Chaff 

MACR:  Missing Air Crew Report WP:  White Phosphorus (bombs) 

MATS:  Military Air Transport Service WT, W/T:  Watch Tower 

 XC:  Cross Country 

 ZI:  Zone of Interior (U.S.A.) 

  

  

  

  

  



Tuesday, 1 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  No Entry 

 

   WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force): 

 

  In the Mediterranean, an attack by Wellingtons against Pantelleria 

Island during the night of 31 May/l Jun is followed by Northwest African Strategic Air 

Force (NASAF) P-38's and B-17's while Northwest Tactical Air Force (NATAF) P-40's 

attack gun positions on the island during the day.   

 

  In Italy, NASAF P-40's strafe seaplane base on Stagnone Island and 

P-38's bomb the railroad near Balesrate.  In Sardinia, P-38's, B-26's, and B-25's, bomb 

Porto Torres harbor, Porto Ponte Romano and Olbia harbor.  HQ 47th Bombardment 

Group (Light) and its 84
th
, 85

th
, 86

th
 and 97

th
 Bombardment Squadrons (Light) transfer 

from Souk-el-Arba, Tunisia to Soliman, Tunisia with A-20's.  HQ 319
th
 Bombardment 

Group (Medium) and its 437
th
, 438

th
, 439

th
 and 440

th
 Bombardment Squadrons (Medium) 

transfer from Rabat Sale, French Morocco to Sedrata, Algeria with B-26's.  HQ 321
st
 

Bombardment Group (Medium) and its 445
th
, 446

th
, 447

th
 and 448

th
 Bombardment 

Squadrons (Medium) transfers from Ain M’Lila, Algeria to Souk-el-Arba, Tunisia with 

B-25's.  During Jun 43, the 14
th
 and 53

rd
 Troop Carrier Squadrons, 61

st
 Troop Carrier 

Group, transfer from Lourmel, Algeria to Kairouan, Tunisia with C-47's. 

 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 100:  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 113, 1 June 1943 

 

1. UNIT:  310
th
 Bomb Gp (M) AAF.  Flight Leaders:  Capts. Hamilton, Holstead and 

Coddington:  Observers:  Lt. Col. Bremicker and Major Coglend. 

 

2. At  1405        18       B-25-C’s took off to   Bomb   Shipping at Olbia Har..  _None__       

      Time   No. A/C  Type A/C              Mission             Target                  No. A/C 

 

returned early.       18       dropped  42 X 1000 lb .1 & .025 sec del bombs on target at  

       No. A/C                                  No & Type                                  

 

1624 from 10300 - 11600 ft.   __16__  returned at 1900.  

      Time               Altitude           No. A/C                    Time 

 

                     

 



Tuesday, 1 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

3. RESULTS:  A probable hit and several near misses were reported on one M/V 

approximately 435 feet long just SW of the pier.  Heavy black smoke was seen 

coming from this ship.  This vessel appeared heavily laden with crates on upper deck.  

One direct hit and several near misses were also reported on one M/V 410 feet long 

just NE of the pier.  This vessel was seen burning.  No hits nor near misses were 

reported on the M/V at the N end  of the pier, although one crew reported a direct hit 

on the E end of the pier. 

 

4. OBS:  E/A--10 ME-109’s and Macchi 202’s attacked the formation at the target and 

continued their attack for about three minutes after the target.  They were reported as 

attacking at 5 and 6 o’clock from above and below.  One attack was reported as 1 E/A 

coming in at 6 o’clock from below while 2 E/A attacked from the sides and 3 E/A 

climbing up toward the belly.  The Macchi 202’s had a brown and green mottled 

camouflage and the ME-109’s had white spinners and tails.  Two B-25’s were 

damaged by this enemy action.  One crash landed in the sea near Phillipville.  The 

crew was picked up by friendly surface craft.  The other B-25 crash-landed at Bone.  

7 S/P observed in Olbia Harbor S/P base and 2 seen in Golfo Aranci S/P base. 

Flak--Moderate to intense heavy and accurate flak was experienced at the target.  

Four B-25’s were hit.  Flak came from the perimeter of the harbor, from the pier and 

from the vessels in the harbor. 

Shipping:  Two large M/V’s were seen anchored near C. Figari, 40 deg 59 min N, 9 

deg 37 min E.  One of these ships was flying a balloon.  One crew reported 3 medium 

size M/V’s anchored at 41 deg 1 min N, 9 deg 35 min E. 

Pictures showing only partial bomb coverage were taken and are being forwarded. 

No messages were sent or received. 

 

5. WEATHER:  Base to Coast--CAVU. 

Over Water--CAVU with slight haze. 

Target--Scattered cumulus at 2-3000 ft, visibility unlimited. 

 

6. PRESS DATA:   None 

 

Eighteen sorties flown 1/6/43. 

 

        GORDON C. LOCKE, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Group S-2. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, 1 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

379
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 100:  On 

June 1
st
, eighteen (18) of our planes were dispatched to cover any shipping in Olbia 

Harbor, Sardinia.  Three large M/V’s were sighted at the target with the result of two of 

the M/V’s receiving direct hits and left burning and the third suffering several near 

misses.  However the mission was not completed without stiff opposition from the 

enemy.  Intense accurate heavy flak and fighters were encountered over the target with 

the result of two B-25’s being forced down by the enemy fighters and four others badly 

damaged by flak.  Lt. C.W. Smith, of our squadron, was forced to crash land in the water 

near Phillipville (see attached story) and Capt. W.T. Alexander, of the luckless 381
st
, was 

forced to crash land at Bone.  In spite of this stiff opposition, sixteen (16) of our bombers 

returned safely to the base and word was received the Capt. Alexander’s and Lt. Smith’s 

crews were safe, others than for a few flesh wounds and bruises.  

Alexander, William T. ñAlexò, Capt, pilot, 381
st
 BS 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft & crew unidentified 

(flight leader) probably ñJune Bugò   

A/C No. 2 aircraft & crew unidentified  

P Hamilton, Robert M. ñHamò, Capt Johnson, Kenneth M. ñKenò, Capt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 3 aircraft & crew unidentified 

(flight leader) 

A/C No. 4 aircraft & crew unidentified  

P Holstead, James R., Capt Rogers, Harold E., 2Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, 1 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No. 5 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 6 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Logan, Harry R., Jr., 2Lt  Schlitzkus, Samuel C., 2Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 7 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 8 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Blosel, Raymond C., F/O Lindh, Jack D., 2Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 9 aircraft unidentified (crash-

landed at sea) 

A/C No. 10 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Smith, Charles W., 1Lt Wall, Donovan S., F/O 

CP Farry, Albert B., 2Lt  

N None  

B OôMeara, Benedict J., 2Lt  

E None  

R Sundstrom, Walter I., Sgt  

G Hooks, Fred F., Sgt  

F Coglend, J. L., Maj, HQ 47
th
 Wing 

(observer) 

 

 A/C No. 11 aircraft & crew unidentified   

P Lesonik, Leo (NMI), 1Lt  

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, 1 June 1943 (continued) 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

(Intentionally placed with the mission, rather than date of letter on 5 June 43) 

 

HEADQUARTERS 

310
th
 Bombardment Group (M)  AAF 

Office of the Intelligence Officer 

New London 

5 June 1943 

SUBJECT:  Transmittal of Narrative of Bomber Crash-landing in Sea 

 

TO            :  Commanding Officer, 47
th
 Wing, Nuport.  Attention:  A-2. 

 

     1.  Enclosed herewith is narrative of bomber crash-landing in the sea, on a 

missions to bomb shipping in Terranova Harbor, Sardinia, 1 June 1943. 

 

        GORDON C. LOCKE, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Group S-2. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 Off to bomb shipping in the harbor of Terranova, Sardinia, a B-25 piloted by 1
st
 

Lt. Charles W. Smith limped some 400 miles, most of it over enemy controlled waters, 

on a single engine before it was necessary to crash land it in the sea just off the coast west 

of Phillipville. 

Smith, Charles W., 1Lt, pilot, 379
th
 BS 

 

 Leading the second element of the second flight on the mission, Lt. Smith’s ship 

had just started on its bombing run over the target when two ME-109’s attacked from the 

rear.  Machine gun and cannon shells sounded like rain as they hit the ship and almost 

immediately fires broke out in the right engine and in both the inboard and outboard right 

wing tanks.  The interphone system was shot out and the stabilizer trim tab shot away.  

Turret gunner F.F. Hooks had meanwhile pumped several bursts of his .50’s into the 

attackers and they were never seen again. 

Hooks, Fred F., Sgt, turret-gunner, 379
th
 BS           Smith, Charles W., 1Lt, pilot, 379

th
 BS 

  

Bombardier B.J. O’Meara completed his bombing run almost as the attack ceased 

and the pilot turned right and dove for the deck.  Due to the loss of the stabilizer trim it 

required both he and his co-pilot A.B. Farry, to exert enough pressure on the stick to keep 

the ship going down.  The rudder trim had also been damaged and Lt. Smith found he 

needed the strength of both feet on the right rudder to make it turn. 

Farry, Albert B., 2Lt, pilot, 379
th
 BS 

O'Meara, Benedict J., 2Lt, bombardier, 379
th
 BS  

Smith, Charles W., 1Lt, pilot, 379
th
 BS 

 



Tuesday, 1 June 1943 (continued) 
 

Immediately upon reaching the deck the Lox system was used and the engine cut 

and prop feathered.  The engine fire seemed to go out.  However the fires in the wing 

tanks kept burning.  Flying at minimum altitude to keep out of the range of Radar, the 

ship maintained and indicated air speed of 150 miles per hour at 2100 rpm and 35 inches 

of mercury.  Constant back pressure was now necessary on the stick to keep from diving.  

Rudder trim was accomplished O.K.  The two wing ships of the element dropped back to 

offer protection, but no further attacks were made. 

 

Major Coglend, a medical officer who had gone along as observer, treated co-

pilot Farry for a flesh wound suffered in the attack. 

Coglend, J. L., Maj, medical officer, HQ 47th Wing     

Farry, Albert B., 2Lt, pilot, 379
th
 BS 

 

A course of 160 degrees was maintained for 30 minutes after which the ship was 

turned to 180 degrees.  This heading was maintained until they reached a position south 

of the island of Sardinia after which the course of 218 degrees was taken up.  

  

 About ten miles off the African coast the fires in the wing seemed to grow worse 

and smoke began to pour into the navigator’s compartment.  It became obvious that the 

ship would not fly many minutes more and the pilot decided to land in the water while a 

controlled landing was still possible.  Therefore, after having flown for two hours and 

twenty minutes on one engine, he gave orders to prepare for a water landing. 

 

 According to a prearranged signal the gunner and radio operator, W.I. Sundstrom, 

were warned by sounding the emergency bell.  The following positions were assumed for 

the landing;  the pilot in his normal position, the co-pilot in his seat but moved far back as 

possible, the bombardier in the seat of the navigation compartment holding the medical 

officer in his lap, both bracing themselves on the iron foot rest on the sides and holding 

the rods running along the top of the compartment, the radio operator in his seat and the 

turret gunner braced against the bulkhead armor plate door with a cushion between his 

head and the door.  All safety belts were tightened as securely as they could be pulled. 

Coglend, J. L., Maj, medical officer, HQ 47th Wing 

Farry, Albert B., 2Lt, pilot, 379
th
 BS 

Hooks, Fred F., Sgt, turret-gunner, 379
th
 BS 

O'Meara, Benedict J., 2Lt, bombardier, 379
th
 BS  

Smith, Charles W., 1Lt, pilot, 379
th
 BS 

Sundstrom, Walter I., Sgt, radio-gunner, 379
th
 BS 

 

 About three miles off the shore the landing was made into a very slight wind, the 

sea being comparatively smooth.  The heat of the fire in the right wing was very intense 

now and pieces had begun to fall from the lower part of the wing. Flaps being 

inoperative, the plane hit at about 110 miles per hour, tail first. 

 

 



Tuesday, 1 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 The nose settled very soon afterward and as it entered the water the plane stopped 

almost immediately.  Water instantly filled the forward compartment to the level of the 

pilot’s neck, while the tail stuck up out of the water, the highest part of the ship. 

 

 All persons fared all right in the landing with the exception of the gunner.  The 

door against which he had braced himself was not locked, due to flak damage of the lock.  

On the first jar of landing he was thrown away from the door slightly and the door swung 

open.  As the plane jolted to a standstill he was tossed through the door against the 

framework of the lower turret, the armor plate door swinging closed immediately behind 

him.  In the navigation compartment, the shock threw Major Coglend out of his seat in 

the lap of the bombardier, but did not force him to lose his grip on the rods above.  The 

iron steps against which they had braced their feet were bent almost parallel to the sides. 

Coglend, J. L., Maj, medical officer, HQ 47th Wing 

Hooks, Fred F., Sgt, turret-gunner, 379
th
 BS 

O'Meara, Benedict J., 2Lt, bombardier, 379
th
 BS  

 

 No one experienced any difficulties in leaving the ship.  All but the pilot used 

their Mae Wests and had no trouble in the water.  The life raft had not been released from 

the inside and therefore, the pilot, who had climbed out on the wing, released it from that 

position.  It inflated properly and within one minute after the plane had landed the crew 

was in the raft.  The plane floated for approximately two minutes and then sank, nose 

first.  No suction was noted.  

Smith, Charles W., 1Lt, pilot, 379
th
 BS 

 

 Major Coglend, using the first aid kit that was in the raft, applied first aid for the 

cuts and bruises suffered during the landing. 

Coglend, J. L., Maj, medical officer, HQ 47th Wing 

 

 Meanwhile the two wing ships were circling transmitting for a fix so that the air 

sea rescue boat could come out and pick up the crew.  One of the ships dropped its dingy 

radio, letting it fall very near the raft.  The crew had managed to get its own radio out of 

the ship, but nevertheless rowed over and picked up the extra set.  Being so near the 

shore, they decided it would not be necessary to use their sets. 

 

 Almost immediately after the plane sunk, the crew began to row for shore.  They 

found rowing the boat very difficult and progress extremely slow.  After about ten 

minutes two Hurricanes circled the raft and half an hour later a motor launch piloted by a 

French citizen arrived on the scene and picked up the crew.  The Hurricanes had just 

returned about his time and saw the crew being taken aboard the boat. 

 

 Upon reaching the land, they were taken to a Frenchman’s home and given 

something to eat and drink.  Then they went to a nearby U.S. artillery base where they 

spent the night.  Next day transportation was secured to Bone from where they were 

returned to their home base by a bomber of their group. 



Tuesday, 1 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 Lt. Smith reported that the performance of the plane on a single engine was good, 

the only difficulty being experienced with the stabilizer trim.  Were it not for the fires in 

the wing tanks it is likely that a landing could have been made along the coast or at Bone. 

Smith, Charles W., 1Lt, pilot, 379
th
 BS 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

380
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 100:  

(380
th
 BS did not participate) 

 

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)  

 

381
st
 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 100:  

OLBIA HARBOR, SARDINIA 

Group Mission # 100   18 B-25’s 

Sqdrn. Mission # 74   Escort 24 P-38’s. 

Take Off  14:05   Bomb Load:  (3 x 1,000) 

Target  16:24   Bombs Dropped:  6 (3 x 1,000), 18,000# 

Down  19:00   Average Altitude:  10,450 

Total Time:  4 Hrs.  55 Min. 

Weather:  CAVU with scattered cumulus at the target. 

REMARKS:  A probable hit and several near misses were made on one 435 foot M/V 

anchored SW of the pier.  One direct hit and several near misses on another 410 foot M/V 

NE of pier. 

 Moderate to intense heavy accurate flak at the target.  Four B-25’s were hit, 

resulting in slight damage. 

 

 A/C No.  41-29957 (P) A/C No.  41-13085 “Green Hornet” 

(N) (flight leader) 

P Collins, George Dennis, F/O Coddington, Walter E., Capt 

CP Stagner, Howard C., F/O Flake, Ray M., 2Lt  

N None Renton, Walter C., Jr., 2Lt 

B Kelley, Donald C., T/Sgt Hornung, Willard R., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Rogers, Mike D., T/Sgt Thomas, Quentin W., T/Sgt 

G Dees, Paul (NMI), S/Sgt Moxey, Orville E., S/Sgt 

F None White, Alpheus Wray, Jr., Maj, 

Commander (observer) 

 

 

 



Tuesday, 1 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-29980 (O) A/C No.  42-32422 (S) 

P Denton, Richard D., 2Lt Houghtaling, Harold A., F/O 

CP Hanna, Malcolm C., 2Lt Anderson, George (NMI), 1Lt 

N None None 

B Miller, Foster C., S/Sgt Gawron, Joseph (NMI), S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Potolsky, George (NMI), T/Sgt VanKosky, Wilbur J., S/Sgt 

G Miller, Foster Eugene, S/Sgt Turville, Robert Lamar, Sgt 

F Sibaila, Vytautas F., Pvt, HQ 310
th
 BG None 

 A/C No.  42-64522 (Q)   A/C No.  41-13061 “Lil Joe” (R) 

P Alexander, William T. ñAlexò, Capt Wirth, Thomas F., Jr., F/O 

CP Evans, George N., 1Lt Jones, William E., F/O 

N Hickman, James G., 1Lt None 

B Withrow, John B., Jr., 2Lt Smith, Willie A., T/Sgt 

E None None 

R Foderaro, Albert (NMI), S/Sgt Swanson, William M., T/Sgt 

G Mayronne, Clyde A., Sgt Pontet, Emile A., Jr., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  A formation hit Olbia Harbor, Sardinia with 1000 pounders.  A 

direct hit on a merchant vessel and several near misses were reported.  A direct hit was 

scored on one of the piers. 

 

428
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 100:  The 

first of June anywhere else would be a sign for great rejoicing, for lightly turning one’s 

thoughts to this and that.  But the first of June for us merely meant another raid, this time 

on Olbia Harbor.  Eighteen aircraft dropped forty-two 1000-pounders on three merchant 

vessels in the inner harbor.  A probable hit and several near misses resulted in heavy 

black smoke from a 400-footer just Southwest of the pier.  Northeast of the mole another 

400-footer received a direct hit and was left burning.  The third merchant vessel was 

missed.  One crew reported a direct hit on the end of the pier. 

 

 Four B-25’s were hit by moderate to intense accurate heavy flak at the target.  For 

three minutes thereafter, ten ME-109’s and MA-200’s bore in.  Two more aircraft were 

damaged by their fire.  One B-25 of the 379
th
 crash landed in the sea within swimming 

distance of Phillipville.  The crew was rescued.  Another of the 381
st
 was washed out at 

Bone.  Only one 428
th
 plane participated: 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, 1 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft unidentified  

P Butterfield, William M., 2Lt  

CP Murphy, John H., F/O  

N None  

B Connors, Charles L., S/Sgt  

E None  

R Colley, Francis E., S/Sgt  

G Storms, Donald W., S/Sgt  

F None  

 



Wednesday, 2 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  HQ 324
th
 Fighter 

Group and its 315
th
 and 316

th
 Fighter Squadrons with P-40's transfer from an unknown 

location in Tunisia to Kairouan, Tunisia. 

 

   WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):    During 

the night of 1/2 Jun, Wellingtons of Northwest African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) hit 

Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean and drop pamphlets on Naples, Italy. Fighters and 

medium bombers hit Pantelleria during the following morning and afternoon. P-38's 

attack the airfield at Milo, Sicily while P-40's strafe targets of opportunity in Sardinia.  

HQ 12
th
 Bombardment Group (Medium) and its 81

st
, 82

nd
 and 434

th
 Bombardment 

Squadrons (Medium) with B-25's and HQ 340
th
 Bombardment Group (Medium) transfer 

from Sfax, Tunisia to Hergla, Tunisia. 

 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  On June 2
nd

 Lt. Earl W. Fisher was transferred from our Squadron 

and reassigned to Group Headquarters and appointed Group Special Service Officer.   

Fisher, Earl W., 2Lt, Special Services Officer 

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  Advance detail left for Souk-El-Arba, at 0500 hours by truck.  

S/Sgts Kirkland and McDonald failed to return from town.  Movie projector failed to 

operate.  

Kirkland, Robert Olin "Kirk", S/Sgt, gunner 

McDonald, Donald E. "Mac", S/Sgt, bombardier-gunner 



Thursday, 3 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  No Entry 

 

   WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force): Fighters, 

light and medium bombers of the Northwest African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) and 

Northwest Tactical Air Force NATAF) attack defended positions on Pantelleria Island in 

the Mediterranean following a raid on the town area and docks by Wellingtons during the 

night of 2/3 Jun.  HQ 14
th
 Fighter Group and its 48

th
 and 49

th
 Fighter Squadrons with P-

38’s transfer from Telergma, Algeria to El Bathan, Tunisia.  HQ 86
th
 Bombardment 

Group (Dive) and its 309
th
 Bombardment Squadron (Dive) transfer with A-36’s from La 

Senia, Algeria to Marnia, French Morocco.  HQ 325
th
 Fighter Group and its 317

th
 and 

318
th
 Fighter Squadrons transfer with P-40’s from Montesquieu, Algeria to Souk-el-

Khemis, Tunisia.  The 83
rd
 Bombardment Squadron (Medium), 12

th
 Bombardment Group 

(Medium) transfers with B-25’s from Sfax, Tunisia to Hergla, Tunisia.  The 154
th
 

Reconnaissance Squadron (Fighter), 68
th
 Reconnaissance Group transfers with P-38/F-5s 

from Korba, Tunisia to Nouvion, Algeria.  The 486
th
, 487

th
, 488

th
 and 489

th
 

Bombardment Squadrons (Medium), 340
th
 Bombardment Group (Medium) transfer with 

B-25’s from Sfax, Tunisia to Hergla, Tunisia. 

 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 101:  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 114, 3 June 1943 

 

1. UNIT:  310
th
 Bomb Gp (M) AAF.  Flight Leaders:  1

st
 Lts. Marsh and Holley, and 

Capt. Grow.  Observers. Col. Galvin and Col. Walsh. 

 

2. At  1630        18       B-25-C’s took off to   Bomb   3 gun positions on Pantelleria Is.   

      Time   No. A/C  Type A/C              Mission                        Target                   

 

_None__ returned early.       18       dropped  54 X 1000 lb .1 & .01 sec del.  bombs 

No. A/C                    No. A/C                                  No & Type                                  

 

on target at 1800 from 10,000-11,500 ft.   __18__  returned at 1955.  

         Time                Altitude          No. A/C                    Time 

 

3. RESULTS:    Gun position 1 and 4 were covered with many direct hits and several 

fires were seen in these two areas.  Gun position 3 was probably hit as several bombs 

were seen to hit in this target area.  Upon leaving the target a large explosion was 

seen and it is believed to have been the casement bombed by the dive-bombers. 

 



Thursday, 3 June 1943 (continued) 
 

4. OBS:  E/A--No E/A engaged.  Two JU-52’s seen on Pantelleria A/D.  Flak--Slight to 

moderate heavy inaccurate flak was experienced over the target.  Flak was reported as 

coming from a position E of the A/D, a point slightly E of town (E 18 on target map 

No. 2-AA-NA), and the #1 target gun position prior to the bombing.  Flak was also 

seen coming from two S/F’s in the harbor. 

Naval--12-15 small craft, including two S/F’s were seen in Pantelleria harbor at 1800 

hours. 

No messages sent or received. 

Photos were taken and are being forwarded.  

 

5. WEATHER:  Base to coast:  4-5 tenths cumulus over mountains at 6-7000 feet.  

Visibility unlimited.  Over Water:  CAVU with slight haze.  Target:  CAVU with 

high cirrus at 18000 ft. 

 

6. PRESS DATA:   None 

Eighteen (18) sorties flown on 3/6/43. 

 

Course:  83 deg for 260 miles.  Altitude to coast 6500 ft.  Altitude over water 11000 

ft.  1
st
 Flight:  88 deg for 31 miles at 11000 ft, then 109 deg for 15 miles at bombing 

altitude.  2
nd

 and 3
rd
 flight:  94 deg for 30 miles at 11000 ft, then 94 deg for 15 miles 

at bombing altitude. 

 

        GORDON C. LOCKE, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Group S-2. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  On the 3
rd
 of June, 18 B-25’s led by 1

st
 Lt. Marsh resumed the 

pounding of Pantelleria.  This was Lieut. Marsh’s first mission as flight leader, a polite 

gesture to the old timer for his last mission assignment in his tour of operations.  The 

confidence was not ill bestowed as the targets, Gun Positions #1 and #4 were covered 

with numerous direct hits and several fires were kindled in these area. 

Marsh, Edward D., 1Lt, pilot, 428
th
 BS 

 Gun Position #3 was probably hit too.  Upon leaving the target a large explosion 

was seen and it is believed to have been caused by the dive bombers work on the gun 

encasements. 

 No enemy aircraft were engaged.  Heavy flak of slight to moderate intensity was 

experienced over the target.  Typically Italian, it was inaccurate both as to range and 

deflection.  All planes returned safely.  379
th
 did not participate in this operation. 

 

379
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 101:   

(379
th
 BS did not participate)   

 



Thursday, 3 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

380
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 101:  

Mission Report # 74           Date- June 3, 1943 

Target- Gun positions at Pantelleria.         Squadron airplanes- six 

We came back again today for a second smashing blow against the Flak Batteries.  

The boys seem to have done well since two of the emplacements were covered with 

bombs and several fires were left burning in that area.  We were followed by P-38’s that 

dive-bombed on the target causing a large explosion which is believed to have been the 

casement. 

There were no signs of any “Jerry” ships in the sky around the target although two 

transports were parked on the airdrome. 

All shops returned safely home. 

 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft unidentified (flight 

leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft unidentified 

P Grow, Clyde L., Capt Picklesimer, Marion L., 2Lt 

CP Hubbard, Jack W., 2Lt Folwell, Frank C., 2Lt 

N Coffey, John D., 2Lt None 

B Hall, Paul R., Jr., 2Lt Grossman, Stanley R., Sgt 

E None None 

R Hill, Raiford B., T/Sgt Dackiewicz, John A., S/Sgt 

G Pintar, John L., S/Sgt Szczesniak, Alfred A., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified 

P Rich, Robert S., 2Lt Dent, James J., Jr., Capt 

CP Goss, Ralph R., 2Lt Hament, Carrol (NMI), 2Lt 

N None None 

B Jastrzemski, Walter F., S/Sgt Anderson, J. B., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Poknis, Paul A., S/Sgt Acey, Marvin E., Sgt 

G Rodgers, Lamar F., S/Sgt McGimpsey, Paul D., Sgt 

F Sibaila, Vytautas F., Pvt, HQ 310
th
 BG None 

 A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified 

P Shorsher, Fred A., 2Lt Porter, Lloyd L., 2Lt  

CP Brown, Charles R., 2Lt Dodge, Charles M., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Ash, George W., PFC Head, Charles M., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Dinges, J.W., S/Sgt Wells, Donald W., S/Sgt 

G Brust, Charles T., Cpl Marquis, Wesley W., Sgt 

F None None 



Thursday, 3 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

381
st
 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 101:  

(381
st
 BS did not participate) 

 

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  Truck convoy returned.  Tents and equipment loaded.  Pvt 

McGraw given 7 days hard labor for failing to take Atebrin.  

McGraw, Clarence T., Pvt 

 

428
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 101:  

Pantelleria was struck again.  Three more gun positions were inundated.  Several fires 

were set off this time.  Slight to moderate heavy flak afforded mighty little opposition.  

Two of the positions from which fire was experienced were targets.  They were silenced.  

Lt. Marsh led twelve of the planes in the formation of eighteen.   

 

    A/C No. 1 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Skunk Hunter” (flight leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Sweet Alice” 

P Marsh, Edward D., 1Lt Bingham, Henry G., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Wescott, Robert M., 1Lt Knight, Gerald R., 1Lt 

N Hartman, William J., 1Lt None 

B Vestal, Marion S., 1Lt Queen, Kenneth E., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Bosworth, William H., T/Sgt Martin, Robert J., S/Sgt 

G Ringler, Ryan C., Sgt Wink, Jacob A., S/Sgt 

F Walker, James P., ñChiefò, Maj, 

Commander  (observer) 

None 

    A/C No. 3 probably 41-13053 “Stormy 

Weather” 

A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Bad Seed” 

P Wheeler, William A. K., "Gus", 1Lt Brock, James C., 1Lt 

CP Moulder, Robert W., F/O Blaauw, Harold A., 1Lt 

N None None 

B Swim, Lowell W., S/Sgt Keys, Paul R., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Mathis, Paul E., T/Sgt Marrs, Horace S., S/Sgt 

G Reed, Robert H., Cpl Warlie, Roger Rickie, Pvt 

F None None 
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    A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Mickey II” 

A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified 

P Brennan, Samuel J., Jr., 1Lt Butterfield, William M., 2Lt 

CP Southward, Thomas H., 2Lt Murphy, John H., F/O 

N None None 

B Herring, William S., S/Sgt Connors, Charles L., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Smit, Richard F., T/Sgt Colley, Francis E., S/Sgt 

G Davis, Robert M. ñSluggerò, S/Sgt Storms, Donald W., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 7 probably  41-13094 

“Seasweep” (flight leader)  

A/C No. 8 aircraft unidentified 

P Holley, James Taylor, 1Lt Williams, Edwin W., 1Lt 

CP Lambert, 2Lt   Edwards, William P., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Boatler, Sidney K., 2Lt Spencer, Ronald L., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Glass, John D., S/Sgt Jack, Robert C., Sgt 

G Langford, Alvin L., S/Sgt Black, James F., Pvt 

F Calvin, Col (observer) None 

    A/C No. 9 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 10 aircraft unidentified 

P Smith, Merle E., 1Lt Beatty, John H., 1Lt 

CP Koch, Richard J., 2Lt Gena, Gerald M., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Versaw, Robert E., Sgt Wortman, Robert A, 2Lt 

E None None 

R Temple, Robert W., Pvt Stilp, John P., T/Sgt 

G Ciampi, Francis (NMI), Sgt Myers, Loy G., S/Sgt 

F None Walsh, James H., Col HQ 47
th
 BW 

(observer) 

 A/C No. 11 probably 41-13050 

“Virginia Sturgeon” 

A/C No. 12 probably 41-13083 “Old 

83” 

P Peterson, Arthur C., 1Lt Loutrel, John McCluney, 1Lt 

CP Purifoy, Lawrence Lloyd "Peter Plink", 

2Lt 

Buglass, Kenneth G., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Ovalle, Charles V., Sgt  Naworski, Edward F., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Guilfoyle, Frederick J., S/Sgt Bennett, Robert L., T/Sgt 

G Michalek, Joseph F., S/Sgt Glover, Harold E., S/Sgt 

F Amirault, Osborne J., Sgt None 



Friday, 4 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):     

 

  In Italy, B-24's attack Grottaglie Airfield, leaving hangars and other 

building in flames. B-24 gunners claim 3 fighters shot down. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):   During 

the night of 3/4 Jun, Northwest African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) Wellingtons bomb 

Syracuse, Sicily; Catanzaro, Italy; and Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean, which is 

also hit on the following day by fighters, light, medium, and heavy bombers, of NASAF 

and the Northwest Tactical Air Force (NATAF).  HQ 27
th
 Bombardment Group (Light) 

and its 17
th
 and 91

st
 Bombardment Squadrons (Light) transfer with A-36's from Ras el 

Ma, French Morocco to Korba, Tunisia. The 319
th
 Fighter Squadron, 325

th
 Fighter Group 

transfers with P-40's from Montesquieu, Algeria to Souk-el-Khemis, Tunisia.  The 346
th
 

Fighter Squadron, 350
th
 Fighter Group based at Maison Blanche, Algeria begins 

operating its P-39's from Monastir, Tunisia. 

 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 102:  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 115, 4 June 1943 

 

1. UNIT:  310
th
 Bomb Gp (M) AAF.  Flight Commander Col. Hunter.  Flight Leaders:  

Capts. Draemel and Grow.  Observers:  Col. Ridenour, Major Hoover, Major 

Coglend. 

 

2. At 1400      18      B-25-C’s took off to   Bomb  Gun positions 6 & 7 on Pantelleria Is.   

     Time No. A/C Type A/C          Mission                        Target                   

 

_None__ returned early.       18       dropped  52 X 1000 lb .1 & .01 sec delay  bombs 

No. A/C                    No. A/C                                  No & Type                                  

 

on target at 1539 from 8600-9500 ft.   __18__  returned at 1715.  

         Time             Altitude       No. A/C                    Time 

 

3. RESULTS:   No direct hits were made on either gun position.  One string fell on E 

side of road just SE of #6 position.  One string fell short, one over, and one to the E of 

gun position #7. 
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4. OBS:  E/A--No enemy A/C were engaged.  Two JU-52’s were seen on Pantelleria 

A/D.  

Flak--Slight to moderate heavy inaccurate flak was experienced over the target.  

Some light flak was also seen coming from a point 1/4 mile SE of gun position 7.  

Heavy flak was seen coming from gun positions 5, 6, 7, and 9. 

Naval--8 to 12 small craft were observed in Pantelleria Harbor at 1539 hours. 

Photos were taken and are being forwarded. 

No messages sent or received. 

 

5. WEATHER:  Base to coast:  Scattered cumulus varying from 3-9 tenths at 6000 ft.  

Visibility 2 miles over mountains.  Over water:  CAVU with slight haze.  Target:  

CAVU: 

 

6. PRESS DATA:   None 

 

Eighteen sorties flown on 4/6/43. 

 

Course:  1
st
 Leg--87 deg for 200 miles at 6000 ft to climb point. 

2
nd

 Leg--87 deg for 42 miles climbing to 10,500 ft. 

3
rd
 Leg--87 deg for 54 miles at 10,500 ft. 

4
th
 Leg--59 deg for 15 miles at bombing altitude. 

 

        GORDON C. LOCKE, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Group S-2. 
-------------------------------------------------------------- ---------  

 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  The 4
th
 of June, Gun Position #6 and #7 on the southwestern shore 

of the unhappy isle was the target for 18 B-25’s.  No direct hits were made on either gun 

position.  One string fell on east side of road just southwest of #6 position and one string 

fell short, another over and another to the east of gun position #7. 

 No enemy aircraft were engaged.  Again slight to moderate heavy inaccurate flak 

afforded ineffective opposition.  An innocuous mission from both axis and allied points 

of view.  379
th
 had no planes on this mission. 

 

379
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 102:  

(379
th
 BS did not participate)   
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380
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

380
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 102: 

Mission Report # 75           Date- June 4, 1943 

Target- Gun positions at Pantelleria.         Squadron airplanes- nine 

It was rather a bad afternoon today, for we hit all around the target without 

seeming to get any direct hits on the target itself. 

 Again we met no enemy opposition in the air, and what little flak Jerry threw up 

did not come near us, so we had a pretty easy time over the target.  There were eight to 

ten small craft in Pantelleria Harbor but they weren’t even worth taking a crack at.  We 

took a few photographs and returned to our base.  All our planes came home safely. 

  

 A/C No. 1 aircraft unidentified (flight 

leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft unidentified 

P Draemel, Dean H., Capt Walcott, Albert R., 2Lt 

CP Sours, Robert J., 1Lt Benton, James H., 2Lt 

N Kanode, Robert C., 1Lt None 

B Mizerski, Richard C. ñBroncoò, 2Lt Links, Albert G., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Shambaugh, Robert M., T/Sgt Talley, Edwin C., T/Sgt 

G Williams, John A., S/Sgt Fahey, Joseph E., Sgt 

F Hunter, Anthony G., Col, 310th BG 

Commander (observer) 

Coglend, J. L., Maj, HQ 47
th
 Wing 

(observer) 

 A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified (flight 

leader) 

P Rice, Carl E., 2Lt Grow, Clyde L., Capt 

CP Drew, Edward A., 2Lt Cometh, Lawrence (NMI), Capt 

N None Coffey, John D., 2Lt 

B Donahue, Francis E., S/Sgt Hall, Paul R., Jr., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Alexander, Phillip D., Pvt Hill, Raiford B., T/Sgt 

G Thomas, Cyril L., S/Sgt Pintar, John L., S/Sgt 

F Sibaila, Vytautas F., Pvt, HQ 310
th
 BG None 

 A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified 

P Picklesimer, Marion L., 2Lt Rich, Robert S., 2Lt 

CP Folwell, Frank C., 2Lt Goss, Ralph R., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Grossman, Stanley R., Sgt Jastrzemski, Walter F., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Dackiewicz, John A., S/Sgt Poknis, Paul A., S/Sgt 

G Szczesniak, Alfred A., S/Sgt Rodgers, Lamar F., S/Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No. 7 aircraft unidentified  A/C No. 8 aircraft unidentified  

P Dent, James J., Jr., Capt Stutts, Earl Leeman, 1Lt 

CP Hament, Carrol (NMI), 2Lt Steger, Edward H., Jr., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Anderson, J. B., 2Lt Kessler, Paul E., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Acey, Marvin E., Sgt Barbieri, Edward D., S/Sgt 

G McGimpsey, Paul D., Sgt Janicki, Andrew J., S/Sgt 

F Hoover, Travis (NMI), Maj, Commander 

 (observer) 

Hutchenrider, Willis E., S/Sgt 

 A/C No. 9 aircraft unidentified  

P Cromartie, Harry L., Jr., 1Lt  

CP Wright, John E., 2Lt  

N None  

B Kechter, Harry H., T/Sgt  

E None  

R Smith, Eldon M., T/Sgt  

G Kobasa, Joseph (NMI), S/Sgt  

F None  

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

381
st
 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 102:  

PANTELLERIA 

Group Mission # 102   18 B-25’s 

Sqdrn. Mission # 75   Escort 12 P-38’s. 

Take Off  14:00   Bomb Load:  (3 x 1,000) 

Target  15:39   Bombs Dropped:  9 (3 x 1,000), 27,000# 

Down  17:15   Average Altitude:  9,500 

Total Time:  4 Hrs.  55 Min. 

Weather:  Visibility two miles over mountains.  CAVU over water and at target. 

REMARKS:  No direct hits on either gun position 6 or 7.  Slight inaccurate flak, and no 

enemy aircraft. 

 

 A/C No.  41-29957 (F) A/C No.  41-13085 “Green Hornet” 

(D)  

P Collins, George Dennis, F/O Coddington, Walter E., Capt 

CP Stagner, Howard C., F/O Flake, Ray M., 2Lt  

N None Renton, Walter C., Jr., 2Lt 

B Kelley, Donald C., T/Sgt Hornung, Willard R., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Rogers, Mike D., T/Sgt Thomas, Quentin W., T/Sgt 

G Dees, Paul (NMI), S/Sgt Moxey, Orville E., S/Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No.  41-29962 (E) A/C No.  42-32333 “Lorelei” (J) 

P Denton, Richard D., 2Lt Wightman, Henry B. ñHankò, 1Lt 

CP Hanna, Malcolm C., 2Lt Sampson, George D, 2Lt 

N None None 

B Miller, Foster C., S/Sgt Walsh, Richard J., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Potolsky, George (NMI), T/Sgt Porter, Lloyd G., Jr., T/Sgt 

G Miller, Foster Eugene, S/Sgt Fox, Francis J., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13052 “TABOO” (G)   A/C No.  41-29969 (H) 

P White, Alpheus Wray, Jr., Maj, 

Commander 

Therrien, Robert W., 2Lt 

CP Cook, Walter E., F/O Durgin, James L., 2Lt 

N Myers, John H., 1Lt None 

B Hickman, James G., 1Lt,  Dombkowski, Stanley F., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Nickelson, Royal C., T/Sgt Szymik, Emil (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Bozovich, Matthew L., S/Sgt Kim, Daniel (NMI), S/Sgt 

F None Ridenour, Carlyle H., Col, 47
th
 Wing 

Commander (observer) 

 A/C No.  42-32500 “The Saint”(S)   A/C No.  42-53445 “Lottie’s Goose” 

(Q) 

P Dauley, Charles G., 2Lt Lewis, Kenneth E., 1Lt 

CP Bitter, Irwin S., 1Lt Wolfe, Warren M., 2Lt 

N None Opeka, John (NMI), Jr., 2Lt 

B Campbell, Warren B., S/Sgt Withrow, John B., Jr., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Rea, Willis L., Cpl Starnes, Carl B., S/Sgt 

G Sentlingar, Charles W., PFC George, Wade Clayton, S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-32422 (R)    

P Donnovan, Gerald M., 2Lt  

CP Anderson, George (NMI), 1Lt  

N None  

B Rogers, Lee C., S/Sgt  

E None  

R Dittmar, Francis A., T/Sgt  

G Bowden, Scott T., S/Sgt  

F Lundsten, Gustave A., Cpl  

 

 

 

 



Friday, 4 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  Advance Echelon took off by plane, B-25.  50 minutes to new 

field, Kings Cross, located between Souk-El-Arba and Souk-El-Khemis.  Runways wide 

enough to permit a 3 ship formation to take off at the same time.  Bivouac area located 

amongst a field of green weeds.  No trees for shade.  Days are hotter’n six kinds of hell.  

Nights are peaceful and quiet with a cool breeze blowing.  Kirk and Mac found in a 

hospital the result of a jeep wreck.  Kirk had two broken ribs and Mac bruised pretty 

badly. 

Kirkland, Robert Olin "Kirk", S/Sgt, gunner 

McDonald, Donald E. "Mac", S/Sgt, bombardier-gunner 

 

428
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 102:  

(428
th
 BS did not participate)   

 



Saturday, 5 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  During the early 

morning, Royal Air Force (RAF) heavy bombers, under operational control of the IX 

Bomber Command, attack the harbor at Catania, Sicily. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):   During 

the night of 4/5 Jun, Wellingtons hit docks and town area of Pantelleria Island in the 

Mediterranean. On 5 Jun, B-25's and P-38's extend the attack on the island, hitting mainly 

gun positions. B-17's hit the harbor and shipping at La Spezia, Italy.   

 

  In Sardinia, B-26's bomb Porto Ponte Romano while P-38's hit 

airfields at Monserrato and Capoterra. "A" Flight of the 15
th
 Photographic Squadron 

(Heavy), 3
rd
 Photographic Reconnaissance and Mapping Group transfers with B-17's and 

F-5's from Algiers, Algeria to Le Kroub, Algeria.  "B" and "C" Flights of the squadron 

are still in the US. 

 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 103:  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 116, 5 June 1943 

 

1. UNIT:  310
th
 Bomb Gp (M) AAF.  Flight Commander: Col. Hunter.  Flight Leaders:  

Capts. Batten and Johnson.  Observers:  Col. Sluman and Lt. Col. Bremicker. 

 

2. At 1315      18      B-25-C’s took off to   Bomb  Gun positions 6 & 7 on Pantelleria Is.   

     Time No. A/C Type A/C          Mission                        Target                   

 

_None__ returned early.       18       dropped  54 X 1000 lb .1 & .01 sec delay  bombs 

No. A/C                    No. A/C                                  No & Type                                  

 

on target at 1500 from 9500-10,500 ft.   __16__  returned at 1650.  

         Time             Altitude          No. A/C                    Time 

 

3. RESULTS:   Some bombs fell short of gun position #6, others hit across this target 

and some overshot.  Gun position #7 was well covered.  The extreme W gun in this 

position is thought to have received a direct hit but actual hits were impossible to 

determine because of dust and smoke in the target area. 

Special Data: 

 1,  Nine B-25’s were assigned to each gun position 

 2.  Nine released bombs at each position. 

 3.  27 bombs were released at each position. 



Saturday, 5 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

4. OBS:  E/A--15-20 ME-109’s and FW-190’s attacked the formation as it left the 

target.  These fighters waiting for the formation on the deck and the attacks were 

made at 6 o’clock from slightly above and below the formation.  E/A were reported as 

having the usual desert camouflage.  The attack continued for 8-10 minutes after 

leaving Pantelleria.  One B-25 was hit by enemy fighters and was seen to make a 

controlled landing at 36 deg 45 min N, 11 deg 30 min E.  Another B-25 made an 

emergency landing at Grombalia L/G.  Three ME-109’s were seen to crash into the 

water and one FW-190 was also destroyed.  One other ME-109 was probably 

destroyed and one definitely damaged. 

Flak--Slight to moderate heavy inaccurate flak was experienced at the target coming 

from gun positions 6 & 7 and also from the harbor area. 

Naval--12 small craft and 2 S/F’s were reported in Pantelleria Harbor.  One crew 

reported observing 3 medium M/V’s anchored in the harbor and one moving out of 

the harbor. 

One message sent and received. 

Photos were taken and are being forwarded. 

 

5. WEATHER:  Base to coast:  2/10 cover at 6000 ft over mountains.  Visibility 

unlimited.  Slight haze.  Over Water--CAVU with slight haze.  Target--CAVU. 

 

6. PRESS DATA:   S/Sgt. Alvin I. Langford (428
th
 BS), R.D. #1, Chester, Pa., claims 2 

ME-109’s destroyed.  S/Sgt. Rudy (NMI) Sekermestrovich (379
th
 BS), 1001 Bellview 

Ave., Akron, Ohio, claims one FW-190 destroyed.  S/Sgt. Philip E. Posey Jr. (379
th
 

BS), 72 Newbury Ave., North Quincy, Mass., claims one ME-109 destroyed.  S/Sgt. 

Albert F. Dallaire (379
th
 BS), 145 Merrimack St., Lowell, Mass., claims one ME-109 

probably destroyed.  

 

Eighteen (18) sorties flown 5/6/43. 

 

Course:  87 deg for 200 miles at 6000 ft.  87 deg for 42 miles climbing to 11,000 ft.  

59 deg for 20 miles at bombing altitude. 

 

 

        GORDON C. LOCKE, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Group S-2. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, 5 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  On June 5
th
 Capt. R.M. Hamilton, T/Sgt. Marple, and S/Sgt. 

Pagano left for P.O.E.  Their trip home was well deserved and hard earned.  We shall 

miss them.  Capt. Hamilton, piloted the plane that was so badly riddled on the April 7
th
 

Sea search.  All members of the crew and “Ham” had the dubious distinction of being the 

pilot of the most hit plane in the squadron until Lt. Bert Leask accumulated his 

unfortunate record. 

 Pagano and Marple had been members of Capt. Allen’s crew, hence they saw the 

first operation in which the unit was engaged.  Filling the shoes of these men is going to 

be a real man sized job.  Good luck to them. 

Hamilton, Robert M. "Ham", Capt, pilot  Leask, Bertram J., 1Lt, pilot  

Marple, Louis F., T/Sgt, radio-gunner  Pagano, Salvatore A., S/Sgt, gunner 

 On the 5
th
 of June the following named officers and enlisted men were assigned to 

our squadron: 

1
st
 Lt. Royal B. Allison, pilot            S/Sgt. Clifton L. Brown, gunner 

2
nd

 Lt. Ray Foley. Fletcher, pilot           S/Sgt. James R. Grimm, radio-gunner 

2
nd

 Lt. Thomas F. Conway, pilot           S/Sgt. Fred W. Walpole, gunner 

2
nd

 Lt. Arthur H. Topham, pilot    Sgt. Edward T. Joseph, gunner 

2
nd

 Lt. Arvid A. Pamp, pilot             S/Sgt. Charles A. Campbell, gunner 

2
nd

 Lt. Walter J. Rath, pilot         Sgt. Joseph E. Shields, gunner 

 

379
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 103:  The 

June 5
th
 effort was directed toward the previous day’s target.  Eighteen (18) Baker 25’s 

dropped some bombs short, some bombs through and some bombs over gun position #6.  

Gun Position #7 seemed to be well covered.  The western most gun of this battery 

seemed to have suffered a direct hit but accurate observation was hindered by the dust 

and smoke of the bomb hits. 

 As the bombers left the target the much feared surprise interception caught our 

bombers formation with their bomber escort miles ahead.  Fifteen to twenty ME-109’s 

and FW-190’s were awaiting the formation on the deck.  If these unorthodox tactic were 

designed to hide their presence from the P-38’s the ruse was successful.  They made their 

attacks from 6 o’clock, alternating from 6 o’clock and passing from slightly above and 

slightly below the formation depending on which phase of their lazy eights they 

happened to be when the bombers crossed their sights.  Lt. Schlitzkus’s ship made a 

controlled landing at 36 deg. 45 min. N and 11 deg. 30 min. E.  After leaving the plane 

the survivors were strafed by one ME-109 until the bastard expended all of his 

ammunition (see attached story for further details.)  Cpl. J.S. Kovar, Bombardier was 

lost.  The other members of the crew were Lt. R.C. Werner C.P., S/Sgt. R.E. Teeple R/O., 

and Sgt. L.W. Edwards A/G.  Another B-25 made an emergency landing at Grombalia 

L/G.  Three (3) ME-109’s and one (1) FW-190 were written off, and another ME-109 has 

a questionable existence and another one was definitely damaged.  Slight to moderate 

heavy inaccurate flak came from the target and harbor areas.  S/Sgt. Rudy 

Sekermestrovich of our squadron shot down the F/W 190 and S/Sgt. Phillip E. Posey 

accounted for one of the M/E 109’s, and S/Sgt. Albert F. Dallaire claimed a probable.  



Saturday, 5 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft & crew unidentified 

(flight leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Batten, Earl E., Capt, Commander Holstead, James R., Capt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 3 aircraft & crew unidentified 

(flight leader) 

A/C No. 4 aircraft & crew unidentified  

P Johnson, Kenneth M. ñKenò, Capt Rogers, Harold E., 2Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 5 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 6 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Leask, Bertram J., 2Lt Wilvert, Willard E., 1Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 7 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 8 42-32413 crew unidentified 

(ditched at sea) 

P Lindh, Jack D., 2Lt Schlitzkus, Samuel C., 2Lt 

CP   

N   

B  Kovar, John S., Cpl 

E   

R   

G   

F   

 

 

 

 



Saturday, 5 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No. 9 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 10 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Logan, Harry R., Jr., 2Lt Lesonik, Leo (NMI), 1Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 11 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 12 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Wall, Donovan S., F/O Blosel, Raymond C., F/O 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

380
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 103:  

(380
th
 BS did not participate) 

 

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

381
st
 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 103:  

(381
st
 BS did not participate) 

 

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  Truck convoy left Berteaux with remainder of equipment.  Lt. 

Marsh, T/Sgts Lockhart and Rebello and S/Sgts Elvin Davis and Stage ordered home.  

Kirkland and McDonald returned to Base.  Pvt McGraw A.W.O.L. from new base.  

Pantelleria took another pounding with 1000 pounders; gun positions were the target.  

When the formation hit the deck, they were jumped by a flight of enemy planes.  S/Sgt 

Langford accounted for two of them. 

Davis, Elvin A., S/Sgt, gunner      Kirkland, Robert Olin "Kirk", S/Sgt, gunner 

Langford, Alvin I., S/Sgt, gunner      Lockhart, James H., T/Sgt, radio-gunner 

Marsh, Edward D., 1Lt, pilot      McDonald, Donald E. ñMacò, S/Sgt, bombardier 

McGraw, Clarence T., Pvt      Rebello, John E., Jr., T/Sgt, radio-gunner 

Stage, Albert A., S/Sgt, gunner 



Saturday, 5 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

428
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 103:  

Eighteen more planes and two more gun positions on the bomb-batty isle on the fifth.  

Only this time it wasn’t a milk run.  As we left the target, fifteen to twenty ME-109’s and 

FW-190’s attacked.  Our escort had gone ahead and left us.  We lost Lt. Schlitzkus’s 

plane (379
th
).  S/Sgt. Kovar, the bombardier, was the only one not rescued.  The crew was 

pretty badly shot up.  S/Sgt Langford of the 428
th
 claimed two of the five ME-109’s shot 

down.  We were fortunate that it wasn’t worse. 

 

    A/C No. 1 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Bad Seed” 

A/C No. 2 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Mickey II” 

P Brock, James C., 1Lt Brennan, Samuel J., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Blaauw, Harold A., 1Lt Southward, Thomas H., 2Lt 

N Wortman, Robert A., 2Lt None 

B Keys, Paul R., 2Lt Herring, William S., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Marrs, Horace S., S/Sgt Smit, Richard F., T/Sgt 

G Warlie, Roger Rickie, Pvt Morris, Raymond J., Sgt 

F Bower, William M., Maj, HQ 310
th
 BG 

(observer) 

None 

    A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 4 probably  41-13094 

“Seasweep” (flight leader)  

P Butterfield, William M., 2Lt Holley, James Taylor, 1Lt 

CP Murphy, John H., F/O Lambert, 2Lt   

N None None 

B Connors, Charles L., S/Sgt Boatler, Sidney K., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Colley, Francis E., S/Sgt Glass, John D., S/Sgt 

G Storms, Donald W., S/Sgt Langford, Alvin L., S/Sgt 

F None Bremicker, Carl T., Lt Col, HQ 47
th
 

Wing (observer) 

    A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified 

P Wescott, Robert M., 1Lt Purifoy, Lawrence Lloyd "Peter Plink", 

2Lt 

CP Hogan, Jack F., F/O Hartzell, Jacob S., 2Lt  

N None None 

B Ovalle, Charles V., Sgt Lim, Wing Y., S/Sgt   

E None None 

R Chalmers, Gordon W., S/Sgt Martin, Jack E., S/Sgt  

G Donaldson, William M., Sgt Skypeck, George F., Cpl 

F Reed, Robert H., Cpl None 

 

 

 



Sunday, 6 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):   

 

  In Italy, B-24’s strike the harbor areas of Villa San Giovanni and 

Reggio di Calabria, and ferry slips and railroad yards at Messina. B-24 gunners claim 8 

fighters destroyed. B-25’s of 2 groups hit Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):    In the 

Mediterranean, Northwest African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) Wellingtons hit the 

town and docks of Pantelleria Island during the night of 5/6 Jun. The following afternoon, 

Spitfires, P-40’s, P-38’s, B-26’s, A-20’s, A-36’s, and B-25’s of the NASAF and 

Northwest Tactical Air Force (NATAF) continue pounding the island. The Allied air 

bombardment increases and is concentrated on coastal batteries and other gun 

emplacements as the second phase of air offensive against Pantelleria Island starts.  HQ 

310
th
 Bombardment Group (Medium) and its 379

th
, 380

th
, 381

st
 and 428

th
 Bombardment 

Squadrons (Medium) transfer with B-25’s from Berteaux, Algeria to Dar el Koudiat, 

Tunisia. 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  On the 6
th
 of June the bulk of our unit moved to Kings Cross by 

air and motor transport.  Our first view of our new home was hardly encouraging. 

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  Rear Echelon ferried to new base.  June 6 was a memorable day 

for the thought it represented.  Lt. Marsh, T/Sgts Rebello, Lockhart, and S/Sgt. Stage left 

for home.  It’s a thought that’s dear to the hearts of all of us.  After a month of echelon 

making, rumors, and impending moves, the unit was finally on its way to a new location. 

 



Monday, 7 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force): B-25’s bomb gun 

emplacements at the airfield on Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force): 

Following a night raid by Wellingtons on Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean, heavy, 

medium and light bombers, and fighters of the Northwest African Strategic Air Force 

(NASAF) and Northwest Tactical Air Force (NATAF) pound the island throughout the 

afternoon.  The 99
th
 Fighter Squadron, XII Air Support Command attached to the 33

rd
 

Fighter Group transfers with P-40’s from Oued N’ja, French Morocco to Fardjouna, 

Tunisia. 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  Mess hall moved to new location.  New crew assigned; that makes 

6 new crews and 5 planes assigned.  On the fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh, the 

remainder of the unit made its way by B-25 or truck convoy. 

 Our new base was set in the center of a flat plateau area surrounded by hills.  The 

area was such agricultural ground--richer than any we had seen in Africa.  The runway 

was large enough for a fighter to take off across the breadth of the field.  Outside of this, 

nothing could be said for the place.  It was incredibly dusty and hot, and there was no 

shade or relief from the heat anywhere.  The wheat fields in and around the field caught 

fire several times while we were there, and all available equipment had to be rushed to 

the fire before it caused damage to the equipment on the field.  Tall weeds with large 

white flowers covered the squadron area and had to be hacked down before the place was 

habitable.  Finally, however, we managed to set up camp. 

 

 



Tuesday, 8 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  Royal Air Force (RAF) 

heavy bombers bomb the Messina, Italy ferry terminal. B-25’s of 2 groups hit Pantelleria 

Island in the Mediterranean, directing their major effort at gun emplacements. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):    North-

west African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) Wellingtons pound the town and docks on 

Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean during the night of 7/8 Jun. The air offensive 

against the island increases during the following day as fighters, light, medium and heavy 

bombers of the NASAF and Northwest Tactical Air Force (NATAF) continue to bomb 

throughout the day. Naval forces bombard the harbor and shore batteries. Surrender 

requests, dropped by airplane, bring no response.    

 

  In Sardinia, P-38’s attack barracks N of Segariu and the airfield at 

Villacidro.  HQ 47
th
 Bombardment Wing (Medium) transfers from El Guerrah, Algeria to 

Souk-el-Arba, Tunisia.  The 16
th
 Bombardment Squadron (Light), 27

th
 Bombardment 

Group (Light) transfers with A-36’s from Ras el Ma, French Morocco to Korba, Tunisia. 

 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry  

 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 107:  

Target:  Drop Surrender Pamphlets on Pantelleria.   

 (Group report not available) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 108:  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 118, 8 June 1943 

 

1. UNIT:  310
th
 Bomb Gp (M) AAF.  Flight Leaders:  Capts. Draemel, Grow, and 

Coddington. 

 

2. At 1740        18        B-25-C’s took off to   Bomb  Gun positions 6 & 7 on Pantelleria.   

     Time   No. A/C   Type A/C              Mission                        Target                   

 

_None__ returned early.       18       dropped  51 X 1000 lb .1 & .025 sec del  bombs 

No. A/C                    No. A/C                                  No & Type                                  

 

on target at 1855 from 8300-9500 ft.   __18__  returned at 2000.  

         Time             Altitude       No. A/C                    Time 



Tuesday, 8 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

3. RESULTS:  Bombs from the 1
st
 flight walked across the center of its target, gun 

position #5.  Although bombs from 2 ships were thought to have overshot, the SE and 

NW sections were well covered.  Gun positions in this area were believed hit.  Bombs 

from the 2
nd

 flight were believed to have covered gun position #6.  A few bombs 

landed just W and S of the target.  Others were seen to hit on N central part of target 

and string cross to E corner.  At least 3 strings of bombs from the 3
rd
 flight were 

believed to have hit across gun position # 7 and near enough to 2 middle positions to 

knock them out.  This target area was well covered.  Considerable smoke and dust 

made accurate pin pointing of bomb hits difficult. 

Special Data: 

 1.  Six B-25’s were assigned to each gun position. 

 2.  Six ships released bombs at gun positions 5 & 7.  Five ships released bombs at  

     gun position 6.  

 3. 18 bombs were released at gun positions 5 & 7.  15 bombs were released on  

     gun position 6. 

 

4. OBS:  E/A:  No E/A were observed in the air.  Two JU-52’s were seen on Pantelleria 

A/D.  Flak--Slight, inaccurate heavy flak was experienced.  One crew reported source 

as being gun position #8.  Naval--One medium sized vessel, superstructure all in bow 

of ship, observed in cove at 36 deg 46 min N, 11 deg 57 min 45 sec E at 1856 hours. 

No messages sent or received. 

Photos were taken but facilities for developing and printing not available. 

 

5. WEATHER:  CAVU all the way except 1/10 scud at 2000 ft.  S of Pantelleria Is. 

 

6. PRESS DATA:   None   Eighteen (18) sorties flown 8/6/43. 

Course:  1
st
 leg:  85 deg for 110 miles.  Alt. 4000 ft., climbing to 7000 ft at 

rendezvous.  2
nd

 leg:  103 deg for 31 miles.  Climbing from 7000 to 10000 ft.  3
rd
 leg:  

74 deg for 20 miles at bombing altitude.   

 

        GORDON C. LOCKE, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Group S-2. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  The first operations out of Kings Cross differed from any of the 

unit had been assigned before.  Three planes, of the 428
th
 Squadron dropped 100,000 

surrender pamphlets on Pantelleria the morning of June 8
th
.  Very slight inaccurate flak 

formed the only opposition.  Already Allied Naval Forces, of some fifteen (15) units were 

observed just off the NW point of the target. 

 

 



Tuesday, 8 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 On the afternoon of the 6
th
, eighteen (18) B-25’s bombed Gun Positions #5, 6, and 

7.  The first flight walked its bombs across the center of gun position #5.  It is believed 

that guns in this area received direct hits.  Gun Position #6 and #7 were also straddled.  

Slight inaccurate heavy flak again afforded feeble and ineffective opposition.  This was a 

day of rest for the 379
th
. 

 

379
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 107:  

(379
th
 BS did not participate)   

 

379
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 108:  

(379
th
 BS did not participate)   

 

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)  

 

380
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 107:  

(380
th
 BS did not participate)   

 

380
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 108: 

Mission Report # 76           Date- June 8, 1943 

Target- Gun positions at Pantelleria.         Squadron airplanes- nine 

 After having nothing to do for three days, we decided to make up for lost time 

today, and really give the target something to worry about.  First we let some of the other 

squadrons take some leaflets over the target to let them know we were coming, and what 

to expect if they didn’t give up.  Then we went over and dropped a more effective calling 

card in the form of thousand pounders.  We made up for our bad showing last time by 

posting all the gun positions and having very few misses on any of them, and we could 

see the target well enough to be able to pin-point practically all our bombs. 

 The enemy aircraft have apparently given up the fight, for there still were none in 

sight except for the two JU-52’s we had been seeing on the airdrome.  Even the flak was 

lighter than usual.  We could see one medium sized boat in the harbor which had all its 

superstructures on the bow, we just dropped our bombs, took photographs, and all 

returned safely to the base. 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft unidentified (flight 

leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft unidentified 

P Draemel, Dean H., Capt Walcott, Albert R., 2Lt 

CP Sours, Robert J., 1Lt Benton, James H., 2Lt 

N Kanode, Robert C., 1Lt None 

B Hall, Paul R., Jr., 2Lt  Links, Albert G., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Shambaugh, Robert M., T/Sgt Meyer, Albert J., S/Sgt 

G Williams, John A., S/Sgt Fahey, Joseph E., Sgt 

F None None 



Tuesday, 8 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified 

P Picklesimer, Marion L., 2Lt Dent, James J., Jr., Capt 

CP Folwell, Frank C., 2Lt Brown, Charles R., 2Lt 

N None Head, Charles M., 2Lt 

B Kessler, Paul E., S/Sgt Anderson, J. B., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Dackiewicz, John A., S/Sgt Acey, Marvin E., Sgt 

G Szczesniak, Alfred A., S/Sgt McGimpsey, Paul D., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified  

P Ross, Fred C., Jr., 2Lt  Rice, Carl E., 2Lt 

CP Faulds, Vincent R., 2Lt Drew, Edward A., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Crossman, Stanley R., Sgt  Donahue, Francis E., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Talley, Edwin C., T/Sgt Alexander, Phillip D., Cpl 

G Litchfield, Edward W., Sgt Thomas, Cyril L., S/Sgt 

F None Sibaila, Vytautas F., Pvt, HQ 310
th
 BG 

 A/C No. 7 aircraft unidentified (flight 

leader) 

A/C No. 8 aircraft unidentified  

P Grow, Clyde L., Capt Shorsher, Fred A., 2Lt 

CP Hubbard, Jack W., 2Lt Derrick, William S., 2Lt 

N Coffey, John D., 2Lt None 

B Mizerski, Richard C. ñBroncoò, 2Lt  Ash, George W., PFC 

E None None 

R Hill, Raiford B., T/Sgt Dinges, J.W., S/Sgt 

G Pintar, John L., S/Sgt Link, James T., Jr., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 9 aircraft unidentified  

P Rich, Robert S., 2Lt  

CP Goss, Ralph R., 2Lt  

N None  

B Jastrzemski, Walter F., S/Sgt  

E None  

R Poknis, Paul A., S/Sgt  

G Rodgers, Lamar F., S/Sgt  

F Hutchenrider, Willis E., S/Sgt  

 

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

381
st
 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 107: 

(381
st
 BS did not participate)   



Tuesday, 8 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

381
st
 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 108:  

PANTELLERIA 

Group Mission # 108   18 B-25’s 

Sqdrn. Mission # 76   Escort 12 Spits and 12 P-40’s. 

Take Off  17:40   Bomb Load:  (3 x 1,000) 

Target  18:55   Bombs Dropped:  9 (3 x 1,000), 27,000# 

Down  20:00   Average Altitude:  8,900 

Total Time:  2 Hrs.  20 Min. 

Weather:  CAVU.  

REMARKS:  Gun positions 6 and 7 are thought to have been hit by at least one bomb.  

Flak:  Heavy and light, slight and inaccurate.  No Enemy A/C were encountered. 

 

 A/C No.  42-32422 (M) A/C No.  41-13052 “TABOO” (K)   

P Houghtaling, Harold A., F/O Alexander, William T. ñAlexò, Capt 

CP Anderson, George (NMI), 1Lt Evans, George N., 1Lt 

N None Hickman, James G., 1Lt 

B Gawron, Joseph (NMI), S/Sgt Withrow, John B., Jr., 2Lt 

E None None 

R VanKosky, Wilbur J., S/Sgt Foderaro, Albert (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Turville, Robert Lamar, Sgt Mayronne, Clyde A., Sgt 

F None White, Alpheus Wray, Jr., Maj, 

Commander (observer) 

 A/C No.  41-13061 “Lil Joe” (L) A/C No.  41-29957 (P) 

P Wirth, Thomas F., Jr., F/O Collins, George Dennis, F/O 

CP Jones, William E., F/O Stagner, Howard C., F/O 

N None None 

B Smith, Willie A., T/Sgt Kelley, Donald C., T/Sgt 

E None None 

R Swanson, William M., T/Sgt Rogers, Mike D., T/Sgt 

G Pontet, Emile A., Jr., S/Sgt Dees, Paul (NMI), S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13085 “Green Hornet” 

(N) (flight leader) 

A/C No.  41-29962 (O) 

P Coddington, Walter E., Capt Denton, Richard D., 2Lt 

CP Flake, Ray M., 2Lt  Hanna, Malcolm C., 2Lt 

N Renton, Walter C., Jr., 2Lt None 

B Hornung, Willard R., 2Lt Miller, Foster C., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Thomas, Quentin W., T/Sgt Potolsky, George (NMI), T/Sgt 

G Moxey, Orville E., S/Sgt Miller, Foster Eugene, S/Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No.  42-64594 (S)   A/C No.  42-53445 “Lottie’s Goose” 

(Q) 

P Donnovan, Gerald M., 2Lt Lewis, Kenneth E., 1Lt 

CP Bitter, Irwin S., 1Lt Wolfe, Warren M., 2Lt 

N None Forbes, Robert L., 2Lt 

B Rogers, Lee C., S/Sgt Myers, John H., 1Lt 

E None None 

R Dittmar, Francis A., T/Sgt Starnes, Carl B., S/Sgt 

G Bowden, Scott T., S/Sgt George, Wade Clayton, S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-32500 “The Saint”(R)    

P Dauley, Charles G., 2Lt  

CP Cook, Walter E., F/O  

N None  

B Campbell, Warren B., S/Sgt  

E None  

R Rea, Willis L., Cpl  

G Sentlingar, Charles W., PFC  

F Lundsten, Gustave A., PFC  

 

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  Pvt McGraw returned to camp.  Sgt Skypeck reduced for 

misconduct.  3 ship formation with some 10,000 pamphlets headed for Pantelleria; 

strictly 428
th
 formation.  “077” went on her first mission since Capt. “Joe” Helsabeck left.  

Lt Southward was at the helm.  Friendly naval units sighted outside of harbor. 

Helsabeck, Chester J. "Joe", Jr., Capt, pilot  McGraw, Clarence T., Pvt 

Skypeck, George F., Cpl, gunner   Southward, Thomas H., 2Lt, pilot 

 

428
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 107:  On 

June 8
th
 the first operation out of our new base at King’s Cross was a 428

th
 Squadron 

affair.  It was a three plane mission to drop some 100,000 surrender pamphlets to the 

armed and civilian forces of Pantelleria.  Lt. Peterson led this unique mission.  It was his 

first as both element and mission leader. 

 Another item of sentimental interest involved the return to combat of the old 

“077”, the “Reluctant Dragon”.  The battered bomber, Captain Helsabeck’s old ship, has 

been enjoying a rest cure since its venerable master completed his remarkable tour of 

operations. 

 The plane which was once featured by the INS in a nationwide story is now 

entrusted to the care of 2
nd

 Lt. Thomas Southward.  This was his first sortie in the left 

side of the cockpit.  He couldn’t have picked a more tried and true plane. 

 The assigned area was covered with the load.  Very slight, in-accurate heavy flak 

was experienced by the formation. 

  



Tuesday, 8 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 

 

A/C No. 1 probably 41-13050 “Virginia 

Sturgeon” (flight leader) 

A/C No. 2 41-13077 “The Reluctant 

Dragon” (later “Old Patch”) 

P Peterson, Arthur C., 1Lt Southward, Thomas H., 2Lt 

CP Tooles, William B., 2Lt Edelman, Forest J., F/O 

N None None 

B Wortman, Robert A., 2Lt Lanning, Fred H., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Guilfoyle, Frederick J., S/Sgt Kelly, Phillip J., S/Sgt 

G Michalek, Joseph F., S/Sgt Hirt, Fred A., Sgt 

F Walker, James P., ñChiefò, Maj, 

Commander  (observer) 

None 

    A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified  

P Purifoy, Lawrence Lloyd "Peter Plink", 

2Lt 

 

CP Hartzell, Jacob S., 2Lt   

N None  

B Lim, Wing Y., S/Sgt    

E None  

R Martin, Jack E., S/Sgt   

G Skypeck, George F., Cpl  

F None  

 

 

428
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 108: 

(428
th
 BS did not participate) 

 



Wednesday, 9 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):   

 

  In Sicily, B-24's bomb the landing ground at Gerbini and the airfield 

at Catania. B-25's hit Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean. Fighters escort bombers 

and fly patrols and fighter sweeps. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):  Fighters 

and medium and heavy bombers of the Northwest African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) 

continue pounding Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean in predawn hours and during 

the afternoon.   

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 109:  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 119, 9 June 1943 

 

1. UNIT:  310
th
 Bomb Gp (M) AAF.  Flight Commander:  Col. Hunter.  Flight Leaders:  

1
st
 Lts. Holley, Phillips, Capt. Johnson. 

 

2. At 1655        36        B-25-C’s took off to   Bomb  Gun position #11 on Pantelleria Is.   

     Time   No. A/C   Type A/C              Mission                        Target                   

 

_None__ returned early.       36       dropped  105 X 1000 lb .1 & .025 sec del  bombs 

No. A/C                    No. A/C                                  No & Type                                  

 

on target at 1815 from 7000-9500 ft.   __36__  returned at 1935.  

         Time             Altitude       No. A/C                   Time 

 

3. RESULTS:  Target, gun position #11 well covered with many direct hits.  The NE, N, 

W and E corners of the target area were particularly well covered.  One string of 

bombs fell short with some bombs landing in the water.  One other string overshot the 

target by approximately 500 ft.  A large explosion with bright red fire and much 

smoke was observed coming from the target area after the turn away from the island, 

believed to have been an ammunition dump. 

 

4. OBS:  E/A-- Two crews reported on unidentified S/E E/A at 11,000 ft over the target.  

Two crews reported observing 2 T/E transports on Pantelleria A/D.  Flak--One crew 

reported very slight, inaccurate, heavy flak over target, source unknown.  Naval--One 

medium sized M/V anchored off S tip of island at 36 deg 43 min N, 12 deg 01 min E 

was observed by two crews.  8 to 10 small craft were observed in Pantelleria Harbor 

at 1810 hours. 



Wednesday, 9 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

No messages sent or received. 

Photos were taken but facilities for developing and printing are not available.  

 

5. WEATHER:  Base to coast--CAVU with heavy haze and dust up to 500 ft.  Over 

water--3/10’s scud at 3000 ft.  Visibility unlimited.  Slight haze.  Target--CAVU with 

slight haze.  Some clouds off S end of island at about 5000 ft. 

 

6. PRESS DATA:   None    

Thirty-six (36) sorties flown 9/6/43. 

Course:  1
st
 leg:  85 deg for 144 miles climbing to 10,500 ft.  2

nd
 leg:  105 deg for 20 

miles at bombing altitude. 

 

        FRANK E. GOECKEL, 

        1
st
 Lt., Air Corps, 

        Ass’t. Group S-2. 
------------------------------------- ----------------------------------  

 

 

HEADQUARTERS 

310
th
 Bombardment Group (M)  AAF 

Office of the Intelligence Officer 

New Hall 

 

10 June 1943 

 

SUBJECT:  Correction of Mission Report No. 119. 

 

TO            :  Commanding Officer, 47
th
 Wing, Nuport.  Attention:  A-2. 

 

 1.  Corrected results of Mission Report No. 119, dated 9 June 1943, should read 

as follows: 

 

      Target, gun position#11, was well covered with many direct hits.  The NE, 

N, W and E corners of the target area were particularly well covered.  One string of 

bombs overshot the target by approximately 500 ft.  A large explosion with bright red fire 

and much smoke was observed coming from the target area after the turn away from the 

island, believed to have been an ammunition dump. 

 

FRANK E. GOECKEL, 

        1
st
 Lt., Air Corps, 

        Ass’t. Group S-2. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

 



Wednesday, 9 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

379
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 109:  The 

next target of the ceaseless pounding of Pantelleria was gun position #11.  The NE, N, W, 

and Eastern corners of the target area were particularly hard hit.  A large explosion 

accompanied by the bright red fire and much smoke was observed in the target area.  The 

shock effected the formation at 10,000 ft.  The same old story, very light flak, inaccurate, 

heavy flak.  The formation of 36 B-25’s had for its flight commander, Col Hunter.  The 

date was June 9
th
. 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft & crew unidentified 

(flight leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Johnson, Kenneth M. ñKenò, Capt Holstead, James R., Capt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 3 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 4 aircraft & crew unidentified  

P Rogers, Harold E., 2Lt Logan, Harry R., Jr., 2Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 5 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 6 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Smith, Charles W., 1Lt Lesonik, Leo (NMI), 1Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   
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 A/C No. 7 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 8 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Lindh, Jack D., 2Lt Leask, Bertram J., 2Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 9 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 10 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Wilvert, Willard E., 1Lt Liljegren, Robert V., 1Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 11 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 12 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Wall, Donovan S., F/O Blosel, Raymond C., F/O 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

380
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 109:  

Mission Report # 77           Date- June 9, 1943 

Target- Gun positions at Pantelleria.         Squadron airplanes- four 

 We were back over Pantelleria today hitting at those anti-aircraft guns that had 

given us all the opposition we had had over the island in the last few days.  We covered 

the target completely with many direct hits, and very few of our bombs missed; so that is 

one more gun position we don’t have to worry about.  We had still more luck at the target 

for some of our bombs apparently hit an ammo dump.  There was a large explosion in the 

target area, and we could see a bright red fire follow the explosion, so we returned to our 

base feeling that the job was well done. 

 

 



Wednesday, 9 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 Still no enemy air opposition though two of the crew did report seeing an 

unidentified fighter at 11,000 feet over the target.  If it were an enemy plane he didn’t 

want to fight for he immediately got out of our way.  The flak boys threw up less flak 

than ever, and still couldn’t come close, so we had almost stopped worrying about them.  

There were a few small craft in the harbor, and one medium sized merchant vessel 

anchored off the south tip of the island.  All planes returned safely to the base. 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft unidentified  A/C No. 2 aircraft unidentified 

P Ross, Fred C., Jr., 2Lt  Porter, Lloyd L., 2Lt  

CP Faulds, Vincent R., 2Lt Hament, Carrol (NMI), 2Lt 

N None None 

B Crossman, Stanley R., Sgt  Longrie, Kenneth R., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Talley, Edwin C., T/Sgt Wells, Donald W., S/Sgt 

G Litchfield, Edward W., Sgt Marquis, Wesley W., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified 

P Dent, James J., Jr., Capt Steger, Edward H., Jr., 2Lt 

CP Brown, Charles R., 2Lt Smith, Leonard D., 2Lt  

N Head, Charles M., 2Lt None 

B Anderson, J. B., 2Lt Lively, Jake S., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Acey, Marvin E., Sgt Pratt, Ralph A., S/Sgt 

G McGimpsey, Paul D., Sgt Penhale, Walter B., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

381
st
 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 109:  

PANTELLERIA 

Group Mission # 109   36 B-25’s 

Sqdrn. Mission # 77   Escort 18 P-38’s. 

Take Off  16:55   Bomb Load:  (3 x 1,000) 

Target  18:55   Bombs Dropped:  9 (3 x 1,000), 27,000# 

Down  19:35   Average Altitude:  8,250 

Total Time:  2 Hrs.  40 Min. 

Weather:  CAVU with haze. 

REMARKS:  36 ships bombed gun position #11 on the island.  The crews were instructed 

at the briefing to look for white crosses on the airdrome and shore --- an indication that 

the enemy had surrendered --- none were observed. 
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 A/C No.  41-29969 (C) A/C No.  41-13074 “Balls of Fire” / 

“Royal Flush” (A) 

P Therrien, Robert W., 2Lt Phillips, Carl A., 1Lt 

CP Durgin, James L., 2Lt Cook, Walter E., F/O 

N None Opeka, John (NMI), Jr., 2Lt 

B Dombkowski, Stanley F., S/Sgt Daly, Donald J., T/Sgt 

E None None 

R Szymik, Emil (NMI), T/Sgt Nickelson, Royal C., T/Sgt 

G Kim, Daniel (NMI), S/Sgt Bozovich, Matthew L., S/Sgt 

F None White, Alpheus Wray, Jr., Maj, 

Commander (observer) 

 A/C No.  41-29980 (B) A/C No.  41-29957 (F) 

P Marlow, Jack F., 2Lt Collins, George Dennis, F/O 

CP Burt, Norman A., F/O Stagner, Howard C., F/O 

N None None 

B Douglas, Edward (NMI), S/Sgt Kelley, Donald C., T/Sgt 

E None None 

R Budde, Walter H., T/Sgt Rogers, Mike D., T/Sgt 

G White, John Edward, S/Sgt Dees, Paul (NMI), S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13085 “Green Hornet” 

(D) (flight leader) 

A/C No.  41-29962 (E) 

P Coddington, Walter E., Capt Denton, Richard D., 2Lt 

CP Flake, Ray M., 2Lt  Hanna, Malcolm C., 2Lt 

N Renton, Walter C., Jr., 2Lt None 

B Hornung, Willard R., 2Lt Miller, Foster C., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Thomas, Quentin W., T/Sgt Potolsky, George (NMI), T/Sgt 

G Moxey, Orville E., S/Sgt Miller, Foster Eugene, S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-32422 (J) A/C No.  41-13052 “TABOO” (G)   

P Houghtaling, Harold A., F/O Alexander, William T. ñAlexò, Capt 

CP Anderson, George (NMI), 1Lt Evans, George N., 1Lt 

N None Hickman, James G., 1Lt 

B Gawron, Joseph (NMI), S/Sgt Withrow, John B., Jr., 2Lt 

E None None 

R VanKosky, Wilbur J., S/Sgt Foderaro, Albert (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Turville, Robert Lamar, Sgt Mayronne, Clyde A., Sgt 

F None  
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 A/C No.  41-13061 “Lil Joe” (H) A/C No.  42-64594 (M)   

P Wirth, Thomas F., Jr., F/O Donnovan, Gerald M., 2Lt 

CP Jones, William E., F/O Bitter, Irwin S., 1Lt 

N None None 

B Smith, Willie A., T/Sgt Rogers, Lee C., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Swanson, William M., T/Sgt Dittmar, Francis A., T/Sgt 

G Pontet, Emile A., Jr., S/Sgt Bowden, Scott T., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  Pvt McGraw broke arrest and went over the hill again.  Due to the 

heat work is called off between 1200 hours and 1600 hours.  A 36 ship formation again 

hit Pantelleria.  Gun Positions took a pounding this time.  10 of 12 elements hit the target 

area.  Ammunition dump destroyed. 

McGraw, Clarence T., Pvt 

 

428
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 109:  Lt. 

Holley lead a flight of 36 planes on a gun position in Pantelleria on June 9
th
.  The mission 

was a remarkable piece of precision bombing.  10 elements of 12 laid their bombs across 

the target area, and for a target that small it was something of a feat.  A large explosion 

accompanied by a bright red fire indicated that the battery’s ammunition dump was also 

destroyed. 

 Lt. Holley’s performance was exceptional for his first attempt at flight leader.  

Indeed, it would have been considered excellent for the most seasoned commander. 

 One single-engined enemy aircraft was observed, but no contact was made.  Very 

slight in-accurate flak was thrown up, typically Italian.    

 

    A/C No. 1 probably  41-13094 

“Seasweep” (flight leader)  

A/C No. 2 probably 41-13053 “Stormy 

Weather” 

P Holley, James Taylor, 1Lt Wheeler, William A. K., "Gus", 1Lt 

CP Whitehurst, Ray E., 2Lt    Moulder, Robert W., F/O 

N Hartman, William J., 1Lt None 

B Vestal, Marion S., 1Lt Swim, Lowell W., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Glass, John D., S/Sgt Mathis, Paul E., T/Sgt 

G Langford, Alvin L., S/Sgt Stevens, William F., Sgt 

F Hunter, Anthony G., Col, 310th BG 

Commander (observer) 

Reed, Robert H., Cpl 
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    A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Sweet Alice” 

A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified 

P Bingham, Henry G., Jr., 1Lt Beatty, John H., 1Lt 

CP Knight, Gerald R., 1Lt Gena, Gerald M., 2Lt 

N None Doolittle, Leonard N., 1Lt 

B Queen, Kenneth E., S/Sgt Wortman, Robert A., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Martin, Robert J., S/Sgt Stilp, John P., T/Sgt 

G Wink, Jacob A., S/Sgt Myers, Loy G., S/Sgt 

F None None 

    A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Mickey II” 

A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified 

P Brennan, Samuel J., Jr., 1Lt Wescott, Robert M., 1Lt 

CP Stewart, Hugh W., 2Lt Hogan, Jack F., F/O 

N None None 

B Herring, William S., S/Sgt Naworski, Edward F., S/Sgt  

E None None 

R Smit, Richard F., T/Sgt Chalmers, Gordon W., S/Sgt 

G Davis, Robert M. ñSluggerò, S/Sgt Donaldson, William M., Sgt 

F None None 

    A/C No. 7 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Bad Seed” 

A/C No. 8 aircraft unidentified 

P Brock, James C., 1Lt Williams, Edwin W., 1Lt 

CP Blaauw, Harold A., 1Lt Edwards, William P., 2Lt 

N Holmes, William G., Capt, 380
th
 BS  None 

B Keys, Paul R., 2Lt Spencer, Ronald L., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Marrs, Horace S., S/Sgt Jack, Robert C., Sgt 

G Warlie, Roger Rickie, Pvt Black, James F., Pvt 

F Walker, James P., ñChiefò, Maj, 

Commander (observer) 

None 

    A/C No. 9 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 10 probably 41-13083 “Old 

83” 

P Smith, Merle E., 1Lt Loutrel, John McCluney, 1Lt 

CP Waugh, Carter H., 2Lt Buglass, Kenneth G., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Versaw, Robert E., Sgt Boatler, Sidney K., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Temple, Robert W., Pvt Bennett, Robert L., T/Sgt 

G Ciampi, Francis (NMI), Sgt Glover, Harold E., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 



Thursday, 10 June 1943 
 

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  B-25's, escorted by 

fighters, bomb Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean. The escorting fighters dive-bomb 

targets on the island. Later, Royal Air Force (RAF) heavy bombers attack Reggio di 

Calabria Airfield, Italy. 

 

   WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):  

Following attacks during the night of 9/10 Jun by fighter-bombers, Northwest African 

Strategic Air Force (NASAF) and Northwest Tactical Air Force (NATAF) aircraft 

(fighters, and light, medium and heavy bombers) maintain all-day attacks on Pantelleria 

Island; over 1,000 sorties are flown. The 60
th
 Fighter Squadron, 33

rd
 Fighter Group 

transfers with P-40's from Menzel Temime, Tunisia to Sousse, Tunisia. 

 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 110:  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 120, 10 June 1943 

 

1. UNIT:  310
th
 Bomb Gp (M) AAF.  Flight Leaders:  Capts. Coddington and Draemel, 

1
st
 Lt. Holley, Capt Holstead. 

 

2. At 1940        42        B-25-C’s took off to   Bomb  Gun position #1 on Pantelleria Is.   

     Time   No. A/C   Type A/C              Mission                        Target                   

 

_None__ returned early.       42       dropped  126 X 1000 lb .1 & .025 sec del  bombs 

No. A/C                    No. A/C                                  No & Type                                  

 

on target at 1102 from 9500-11,500 ft.   __42__  returned at 1220.  

         Time               Altitude        No. A/C                    Time 

 

3. RESULTS:  Bulk of bombs landed on gun position #1.  The area was completely 

devastated.  Two buildings used for pin-pointing the target were demolished.  A few 

bombs overshot to the E of the target.  The crews feel sure that any guns in this target 

were definitely destroyed. 

 

4. OBS:  E/A--No E/A engaged.  12 S/E fighters and 3 transports observed on edge of 

runway on W side of A/D.  Flak--Slight, heavy flak, good range, poor deflection 

experienced over the target.  This flak was reported as coming from a position 

approximately 1 mile N E of town, from gun position #9, a position N of the A/D, and 

another position approximately 1 Mile S of the harbor.  Two crews reported an AA  
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gun located midway out on W jetty.  This may have come from one of several S/F’s 

reported in the harbor.  Naval-Several small craft and 6 S/F’s seen anchored in harbor 

at 1100 hours. 

No messages sent or received. 

Photos were taken. 

 

5. WEATHER:  Target:  CAVU with slight haze.  Enroute:  3/10 coverage at 2000 ft, 

visibility 8-10 miles. 

 

6. PRESS DATA:   None    

Forty-two (42) sorties flown 10/6/43. 

Course:  1
st
 Leg:  85 deg for 144 miles.  4600 ft to coast and then climb to 10,000 ft.  

2
nd

 leg:  94 deg for 20 miles at bombing altitude. 

 

        FRANK E. GOECKEL, 

        1
st
 Lt., Air Corps, 

        Ass’t. Group S-2. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

379
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 110:  June 

10
th
 marked a new high in the number of planes in the group sent on one mission.  

126,000 lbs. of bombs was destined for a single gun position, oft hit #1.  The area was 

completely devastated, two buildings used for pin pointing the target were demolished.  

The North end of the island was being softened for imminent invasion. 

 Slight heavy flak, good range and poor deflection was experienced over the target, 

coming pretty largely from a position North of the A/D.  Just for variety, 12 S/E fighters, 

3 transports, were observed on the A/D. 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft & crew unidentified 

(flight leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Holstead, James R., Capt Lindh, Jack D., 2Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   
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 A/C No. 3 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 4 aircraft & crew unidentified  

P Smith, Charles W., 1Lt Wilvert, Willard E., 1Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 5 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 6 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Liljegren, Robert V., 1Lt Lesonik, Leo (NMI), 1Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 7 aircraft & crew unidentified   

P Blosel, Raymond C., F/O  

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)  

 

380
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 110:  

Mission Report # 78           Date- June 10, 1943 

Target- Gun positions at Pantelleria.         Squadron airplanes- twelve 

 Those people on Pantelleria must be getting tired of seeing us for we were over 

there again today in the largest formation our group has yet put over an enemy target at 

one time--forty-two airplanes!  There were plenty of us along, and we meant business, so 

we completely wiped out the gun position and the two buildings nearby.  Only a few of 

our eggs went wide of the target. 
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There was no enemy opposition in the air but they were in sight for we could 

count 12 enemy fighters (as well as three transports) on the Pantelleria airdrome.  The 

anti-aircraft boys were beginning to get our range pretty well but they still couldn’t find 

us after getting our range.  Although they had the altitude they were off on their 

deflection.  We also saw six Siebel Ferries in the harbor.  Photographs were taken, and all 

planes returned safety. 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft unidentified (flight 

leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft unidentified 

P Draemel, Dean H., Capt Picklesimer, Marion L., 2Lt 

CP Sours, Robert J., 1Lt Folwell, Frank C., 2Lt 

N Kanode, Robert C., 1Lt None 

B Hall, Paul R., Jr., 2Lt  Kessler, Paul E., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Shambaugh, Robert M., T/Sgt Dackiewicz, John A., S/Sgt 

G Williams, John A., S/Sgt Szczesniak, Alfred A., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified 

P Walcott, Albert R., 2Lt Stutts, Earl Leeman, 1Lt 

CP Benton, James H., 2Lt Dodge, Charles M., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Links, Albert G., S/Sgt Ackerson, Newell W., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Meyer, Albert J., S/Sgt Barbieri, Edward D., S/Sgt 

G Smith, Teddy L., S/Sgt Janicki, Andrew J., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified  

P Steger, Edward H., Jr., 2Lt Wright, John E., 2Lt  

CP Smith, Leonard D., 2Lt  Echols, George A., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Lively, Jake S., S/Sgt Donahue, Francis E., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Pratt, Ralph A., S/Sgt Alexander, Phillip D., Cpl 

G Penhale, Walter B., S/Sgt Tippitt, Everett O., Sgt 

F Hutchenrider, Willis E., S/Sgt None 
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 A/C No. 7 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 8 aircraft unidentified  

P Grow, Clyde L., Capt Shorsher, Fred A., 2Lt 

CP Hubbard, Jack W., 2Lt Derrick, William S., 2Lt 

N Coffey, John D., 2Lt None 

B Windler, John H., 2Lt Ash, George W., PFC 

E None None 

R Hill, Raiford B., T/Sgt Dinges, J.W., S/Sgt 

G Pintar, John L., S/Sgt Kobasa, Joseph (NMI), S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 9 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 10 aircraft unidentified 

P Rich, Robert S., 2Lt Dent, James J., Jr., Capt 

CP Goss, Ralph R., 2Lt Brown, Charles R., 2Lt 

N None Head, Charles M., 2Lt 

B Jastrzemski, Walter F., S/Sgt Anderson, J. B., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Poknis, Paul A., S/Sgt Acey, Marvin E., Sgt 

G Rodgers, Lamar F., S/Sgt McGimpsey, Paul D., Sgt 

F Sibaila, Vytautas F., Pvt, HQ 310
th
 BG None 

 A/C No. 11 aircraft unidentified  A/C No. 12 aircraft unidentified 

P Ross, Fred C., Jr., 2Lt  Porter, Lloyd L., 2Lt  

CP Faulds, Vincent R., 2Lt Hament, Carrol (NMI), 2Lt 

N None None 

B Crossman, Stanley R., Sgt  Longrie, Kenneth R., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Talley, Edwin C., T/Sgt Wells, Donald W., S/Sgt 

G Litchfield, Edward W., Sgt Marquis, Wesley W., Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

381
st
 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 110:  

PANTELLERIA 

Group Mission # 110   Flight 42 B-25’s 

Sqdrn. Mission # 78   Escort 16 P-38’s. 

Take Off  09:40   Bomb Load:  (3 x 1,000) 

Target  11:02   Bombs Dropped:  11 (3 x 1,000), 33,000# 

Down  12:20   Average Altitude:  10,250 

Total Time:  2 Hrs.  40 Min. 

Weather:  CAVU with slight haze. 

REMARKS:  The target, a gun position, was pinpointed between two houses.  Both of 

these houses were blown up, and the area completely covered. 
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 A/C No.  41-29957 (C) A/C No.  41-13085 “Green Hornet” 

(A) (flight leader) 

P Collins, George Dennis, F/O Coddington, Walter E., Capt 

CP Stagner, Howard C., F/O Flake, Ray M., 2Lt  

N None Renton, Walter C., Jr., 2Lt 

B Kelley, Donald C., T/Sgt Hornung, Willard R., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Rogers, Mike D., T/Sgt Thomas, Quentin W., T/Sgt 

G Dees, Paul (NMI), S/Sgt Moxey, Orville E., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29962 (B) A/C No.  41-29969 (F) 

P Denton, Richard D., 2Lt Therrien, Robert W., 2Lt 

CP Hanna, Malcolm C., 2Lt Durgin, James L., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Miller, Foster C., S/Sgt Dombkowski, Stanley F., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Potolsky, George (NMI), T/Sgt Szymik, Emil (NMI), T/Sgt 

G Miller, Foster Eugene, S/Sgt Kim, Daniel (NMI), S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-13074 “Balls of Fire” / 

“Royal Flush” (D) 

A/C No.  41-29980 (E) 

P Phillips, Carl A., 1Lt Marlow, Jack F., 2Lt 

CP Cook, Walter E., F/O Burt, Norman A., F/O 

N Opeka, John (NMI), Jr., 2Lt None 

B Daly, Donald J., T/Sgt Douglas, Edward (NMI), S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Nickelson, Royal C., T/Sgt Budde, Walter H., T/Sgt 

G Bozovich, Matthew L., S/Sgt White, John Edward, S/Sgt 

F None Ramsey, Thomas Upton, 1Lt (observer) 

 A/C No.  42-64594 (J)   A/C No.  42-53445 “Lottie’s Goose” 

(G) 

P Donnovan, Gerald M., 2Lt Lewis, Kenneth E., 1Lt 

CP Flake, Ray M., 2Lt Wolfe, Warren M., 2Lt 

N None Forbes, Robert L., 2Lt 

B Rogers, Lee C., S/Sgt Myers, John H., 1Lt 

E None None 

R Dittmar, Francis A., T/Sgt Starnes, Carl B., T/Sgt 

G Bowden, Scott T., S/Sgt George, Wade Clayton, S/Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No.  42-32500 “The Saint”(H)   A/C No.  41-13061 “Lil Joe” (M) 

P Dauley, Charles G., 2Lt Wirth, Thomas F., Jr., F/O 

CP Samson, George D., 2Lt Jones, William E., F/O 

N None None 

B Campbell, Warren B., S/Sgt Smith, Willie A., T/Sgt 

E None None 

R Rea, Willis L., Cpl Swanson, William M., T/Sgt 

G Sentlingar, Charles W., PFC Pontet, Emile A., Jr., S/Sgt 

F Pummill, Earl (NMI), Cpl None 

 A/C No.  41-13052 “TABOO” (K)    

P Alexander, William T. ñAlexò, Capt  

CP Evans, George N., 1Lt  

N Hickman, James G., 1Lt  

B Withrow, John B., Jr., 2Lt  

E None  

R Foderaro, Albert (NMI), S/Sgt  

G Mayronne, Clyde A., Sgt  

F None  

 

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  Swimming facilities at Tabarka have been checked.  Gun positions 

at Pantelleria bombed again; this time a 42 ship formation, 126,000 pounds of bombs.  

An indication of Allied air might.  A few months ago a 24 ship formation was considered 

a sight. 

 

428
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 110:  The 

mission for June 10
th
 was Pantelleria’s gun position #1, just North and East of the city, 

this time by an aerial armada of 42 planes of our group.  The raid seemed part of the 

program of striking the Isle with additional vigor for her refusal to surrender. 

 The area was completely devastated.  The two buildings used for pinpointing the 

battery area were demolished and the bulk of the 1,000 pounders were right on the target.  

The mission was a new high for the weight of bombs dropped on one raid by the group.  

126,000 lbs. of bombs dropped on one raid by our group on one gun position.  Was over 

a target twice as large accorded the same amount of missiles? 

 Slight, heavy flak of good range and generally poor deflection was encountered.  

It did no damage. 

 For the first time since he became Squadron Commander, Major Walker was 

allowed to fly his own plane on a mission.  It was number 30 for our C.O. 
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    A/C No. 1 probably  41-13094 

“Seasweep” (flight leader)  

A/C No. 2 probably 41-13053 “Stormy 

Weather” 

P Holley, James Taylor, 1Lt Wheeler, William A. K., "Gus", 1Lt 

CP Whitehurst, Ray E., 2Lt    Moulder, Robert W., F/O 

N Hartman, William J., 1Lt None 

B Vestal, Marion S., 1Lt Swim, Lowell W., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Glass, John D., S/Sgt Mathis, Paul E., T/Sgt 

G Langford, Alvin L., S/Sgt Kirkland, Robert Olin "Kirk", S/Sgt  

F None None 

    A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Sweet Alice” 

A/C No. 4 probably 41-13077 “The 

Reluctant Dragon” (later “Old Patch”) 

P Bingham, Henry G., Jr., 1Lt Walker, James P., ñChiefò, Maj, 

Commander  

CP Knight, Gerald R., 1Lt Harder, Frank A., 1Lt 

N None Doolittle, Leonard N., 1Lt 

B Queen, Kenneth E., S/Sgt Upchurch, Jerry E., 1Lt 

E None None 

R Martin, Robert J., S/Sgt Reynolds, Leslie E., M/Sgt 

G Wink, Jacob A., S/Sgt Box, James L., M/Sgt 

F  (observer) None 

    A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Mickey II” 

A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified 

P Brennan, Samuel J., Jr., 1Lt Wescott, Robert M., 1Lt 

CP Stewart, Hugh W., 2Lt Hogan, Jack F., F/O 

N None None 

B Herring, William S., S/Sgt Naworski, Edward F., S/Sgt  

E None None 

R Smit, Richard F., T/Sgt Chalmers, Gordon W., S/Sgt 

G Davis, Robert M. ñSluggerò, S/Sgt Donaldson, William M., Sgt 

F None None 

    A/C No. 7 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Bad Seed” 

A/C No. 8 aircraft unidentified 

P Brock, James C., 1Lt Williams, Edwin W., 1Lt 

CP Blaauw, Harold A., 1Lt Edwards, William P., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Keys, Paul R., 2Lt Spencer, Ronald L., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Marrs, Horace S., S/Sgt Jack, Robert C., Sgt 

G Warlie, Roger Rickie, Pvt Black, James F., Pvt 

F None None 
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    A/C No. 9 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 10 probably 41-13083 “Old 

83” 

P Smith, Merle E., 1Lt Loutrel, John McCluney, 1Lt 

CP Wilson, Kieth Gordon, 1Lt Buglass, Kenneth G., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Versaw, Robert E., Sgt Boatler, Sidney K., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Temple, Robert W., Pvt Bennett, Robert L., T/Sgt 

G Ciampi, Francis (NMI), Sgt Glover, Harold E., S/Sgt 

F None None 

     A/C No. 11 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 12 aircraft unidentified 

P Butterfield, William M., 2Lt Purifoy, Lawrence Lloyd "Peter Plink", 

2Lt 

CP Sebor, George (NMI), 2Lt Hartzell, Jacob S., 2Lt  

N None None 

B Connors, Charles L., S/Sgt Lim, Wing Y., S/Sgt   

E None None 

R Colley, Francis E., S/Sgt Martin, Jack E., S/Sgt  

G Storms, Donald W., S/Sgt Skypeck, George F., Cpl 

F None None 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday, 11 June 1943 
 

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  B-25's attack islands of 

Pantelleria in the Mediterranean and Lampedusa Island, Italy. Fighters escort the medium 

bombers to Pantelleria Island and fly cover during their bomb runs. After the British 1 

Division is landed unopposed, Pantelleria surrenders unconditionally. 

 

   WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force): An attack 

during the night of 10/11 Jun on Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean by Wellingtons is 

followed by morning and afternoon attacks by fighters and bombers of the Northwest 

African Air Force (NAAF), in conjunction with naval bombardment of the island. HQ 

86
th
 Bombardment Group (Light) and its 309

th
, 310

th
 and 311

th
 Bombardment Squadrons 

(Light) transfer with A-36's from French Morocco to Tafaraoui, Algeria. The 414
th
 Night 

Fighter Squadron, 2
nd

 Air Defense Wing transfers from La Senia, Algeria to Rerhaia, 

Algeria. The air echelon is in England training on Beaufighters. 

 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 111:  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 121, 11 June 1943 

 

1. UNIT:  310
th
 Bomb Gp (M) AAF.  Flight Commander:  Col. Hunter.  Flight Leaders:  

Capt. Draemel, Maj. Walker, Capts. Coddington and Holstead. 

 

2. At 1245        48        B-25-C’s took off to   Bomb   Asgd. Areas on Pantelleria Is.   

     Time   No. A/C   Type A/C              Mission                   Target                   

 

_None__ returned early.       48       dropped  3452 X 20 lb frag  bombs on target at 

No. A/C                    No. A/C                        No & Type                                  

 

1411 from 8000-10000 ft.    __48__  returned at 1520.  

      Time               Altitude        No. A/C                    Time 

 

3. RESULTS:  The first flight layed its bombs right across the assigned action of the 

SW coast road.  Bombs started just short and a bit across, completely covering the 

road.  A large half moon ammunition dump approximately 200 yds. NE of the road 

was seen to blow up; the entire dump went up in red flames and smoke.  Debris and 

smoke went as high as 5000 ft.  No M/T were seen on the road but people were 

observed scattering to either side.  The second flight completely covered the southern 

dispersal area.  Strings of bombs walked across the center of the target and onto the  
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SW end of the A/D.  Fires and an explosion were observed in the barracks area.  One 

fighter and 2 transports were seen on the A/D.  One transport was hit.  A flak battery 

just SE of the A/D was firing when a string of bombs went directly through the gun 

positions and no further firing from this position was observed.  Crews reported a 

“beautiful job of bombing in this area”.  Strings of bombs from the third flight started 

in the center of the A/D and went through the SE dispersal area.  No fires were 

observed in this area but crews were of the opinion that this section was also well 

covered.  Some of the bombs of the last flight started in the water at Caladei Cinque 

Denti and hit across a small cape to the NE of the target.  Most bombs started short 

and walked up to and over the road.  This road was well covered and fires were 

observed in this area. 

 

4. OBS:  E/A--No E/A engaged.  Two transports and one S/E A/C observed on 

Pantelleria A/D.  Flak--One battery of heavy was firing just SE of the A/D. 

No messages were sent or received. 

Photos were taken. 

 

5. WEATHER:  Target--7 to 8/10 coverage at 14000 ft.  Visibility 10-15 miles.  

Enroute--8/10 coverage at 9000 ft. with scattered showers over the water - visibility 

8-10 miles. 

 

6. PRESS DATA:   None   Forty-eight (48) sorties flown 11/6/43. 

Course:  1
st
 Leg:  86 deg for 146 miles climbing to 10000 ft.  2

nd
 leg:  94 deg for 20 

miles at bombing altitude.   

 

        FRANK E. GOECKEL, 

        1
st
 Lt., Air Corps, 

        Ass’t. Group S-2. 
----------------------------------------------------------- ------------  

 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

379
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 111:  The 

310
th
 surpassed its own record, of one days standing with a 48 plane effort on three 

targets within close range proximity.  The first flight laid its bombs right across the 

assigned section of the S/W coast road.  A large half moon ammunition dump NE of the 

road was seen to blow up.  Debris and smoke were scattered high as 5000 feet.  The 

second flight completely covered the southern dispersal area of the A/D one transport 

receiving a direct hit.  Fires and an explosion were observed in the barracks area.  Just for 

a good measure, a string of fragmentation bombs fell directly through the gun position  
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there and silenced them.  Strings of bombs from the third flight started in the center of the 

A/D and went through the S/E dispersal area.  The target of the last flight was a section of 

open road along the NW shore of the island.  Fires were observed in this area.  No E/A 

were engaged and the one flak position firing was effectively silenced.  Just as the 

bombers left the target the island’s surrender was reported by radio.  It was a brilliant job 

well done, proof of what well directed air power will do.  

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft & crew unidentified 

(flight leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Holstead, James R., Capt Johnson, Kenneth M. ñKenò, Capt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 3 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 4 aircraft & crew unidentified  

P Lindh, Jack D., 2Lt Rogers, Harold E., 2Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 5 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 6 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Ruppelt, Ellis A., 2Lt Logan, Harry R., Jr., 2Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   
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 A/C No. 7 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 8 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Allison, Royal B., 1Lt Leask, Bertram J., 2Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 9 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 10 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Wilvert, Willard E., 1Lt Liljegren, Robert V., 1Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 11 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 12 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Blosel, Raymond C., F/O Eaton, Frank H., F/O 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

380
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 111:  

Mission Report # 79           Date- June 11, 1943 

Target- Assigned areas at Pantelleria.         Squadron airplanes- twelve 

 Today was a big day for our squadron and group, as we broke a record we set 

only yesterday.  Whereas yesterday, for the first time we had 42 ships over the target at 

one time, today we set a new record of putting 48 ships over Jerry Ground at one time. 

 It was a very successful day, with all targets being well hit.  At one target our 

bombs caused an ammo dump to blow up with a tremendous explosion which sent smoke 

and debris 5,000’ into the sky, and shook our ships at 9,000’.  It was a large half-moon 

dump and the whole construction went up in red flames and smoke.  One gun battery was 

firing at us when a string of bombs caught it and from then on it gave us no trouble. 
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 Our bombing, with that of other Allied groups, must have been enough for the 

people on Pantelleria, for immediately after our bombs were dropped, a white cross 

appeared on the airdrome as a symbol of surrender and we heard the orders go out over 

the radio to “cease bombing”.  As our planes left the island Allied Landing barges could 

be seen headed for the island. 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft unidentified (flight 

leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft unidentified 

P Draemel, Dean H., Capt Picklesimer, Marion L., 2Lt 

CP Sours, Robert J., 1Lt Folwell, Frank C., 2Lt 

N Kanode, Robert C., 1Lt None 

B Hall, Paul R., Jr., 2Lt  Kessler, Paul E., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Shambaugh, Robert M., T/Sgt Dackiewicz, John A., S/Sgt 

G Williams, John A., S/Sgt Szczesniak, Alfred A., S/Sgt 

F Hunter, Anthony G., Col, 310
th
 BG 

Commander (observer) 

None 

 A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified 

P Walcott, Albert R., 2Lt Stutts, Earl Leeman, 1Lt 

CP Benton, James H., 2Lt Dodge, Charles M., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Links, Albert G., S/Sgt Ackerson, Newell W., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Meyer, Albert J., S/Sgt Barbieri, Edward D., S/Sgt 

G Smith, Teddy L., S/Sgt Janicki, Andrew J., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified  

P Steger, Edward H., Jr., 2Lt Wright, John E., 2Lt  

CP Smith, Leonard D., 2Lt  Echols, George A., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Lively, Jake S., S/Sgt Donahue, Francis E., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Pratt, Ralph A., S/Sgt Taylor, Frank E., Sgt 

G Penhale, Walter B., S/Sgt Tippitt, Everett O., Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No. 7 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 8 aircraft unidentified  

P Grow, Clyde L., Capt Shorsher, Fred A., 2Lt 

CP Hubbard, Jack W., 2Lt Derrick, William S., 2Lt 

N Coffey, John D., 2Lt None 

B Windler, John H., 2Lt Ash, George W., PFC 

E None None 

R Hill, Raiford B., T/Sgt Dinges, J.W., S/Sgt 

G Pintar, John L., S/Sgt Black, J.J., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 9 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 10 aircraft unidentified 

P Rich, Robert S., 2Lt Dent, James J., Jr., Capt 

CP Goss, Ralph R., 2Lt Brown, Charles R., 2Lt 

N None Head, Charles M., 2Lt 

B Jastrzemski, Walter F., S/Sgt Anderson, J. B., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Poknis, Paul A., S/Sgt Acey, Marvin E., Sgt 

G Rodgers, Lamar F., S/Sgt McGimpsey, Paul D., Sgt 

F Sibaila, Vytautas F., Pvt, HQ 310
th
 BG None 

 A/C No. 11 aircraft unidentified  A/C No. 12 aircraft unidentified 

P Ross, Fred C., Jr., 2Lt  Porter, Lloyd L., 2Lt  

CP Faulds, Vincent R., 2Lt Hament, Carrol (NMI), 2Lt 

N None None 

B Crossman, Stanley R., Sgt  Longrie, Kenneth R., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Talley, Edwin C., T/Sgt Wells, Donald W., S/Sgt 

G Litchfield, Edward W., Sgt Marquis, Wesley W., Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

381
st
 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 111:  

PANTELLERIA 

Group Mission # 111   Flight 48 B-25’s 

Sqdrn. Mission # 79   Escort 36 P-40’s. 

Take Off  12:45   Bomb Load:  (72 x 20) Frags. 

Target  14:11   Bombs Dropped:  12 (72 x 20), 17,280# 

Down  15:20   Average Altitude:  9,000 

Total Time:  2 Hrs.  35 Min. 

Weather:  At target, 8/10 coverage at 14,000 ft.  Scattered showers over water, with 

visibility 8-10 miles. 

 

 



Friday, 11 June 1943 (continued) 
 

REMARKS:  The island surrendered just as our planes were diving off the target.  A 

terrific explosion covering several miles was seen and even felt, as an ammunition dump 

hit by our bombs, went up. 

 

 A/C No.  41-29962 (G) A/C No.  41-13085 “Green Hornet” 

(A) (flight leader) 

P Denton, Richard D., 2Lt Coddington, Walter E., Capt 

CP Hanna, Malcolm C., 2Lt White, Alpheus Wray, Jr., Maj, 

Commander  

N None Renton, Walter C., Jr., 2Lt 

B Miller, Foster C., S/Sgt Hornung, Willard R., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Potolsky, George (NMI), T/Sgt Thomas, Quentin W., T/Sgt 

G Miller, Foster Eugene, S/Sgt Moxey, Orville E., S/Sgt 

F Lundsten, Gustave A., PFC None 

 A/C No.  41-29957 (B) A/C No.  41-13061 “Lil Joe” (F) 

P Collins, George Dennis, F/O Wirth, Thomas F., Jr., F/O 

CP Stagner, Howard C., F/O Jones, William E., F/O 

N None None 

B Micks, Henry B., S/Sgt Smith, Willie A., T/Sgt 

E None None 

R Rogers, Mike D., T/Sgt Swanson, William M., T/Sgt 

G Dees, Paul (NMI), S/Sgt Pontet, Emile A., Jr., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64596 “Donna Marie” (D)   A/C No.  42-32422 (E) 

P Alexander, William T. ñAlexò, Capt Houghtaling, Harold A., F/O 

CP Evans, George N., 1Lt Anderson, George (NMI), 1Lt 

N Hickman, James G., 1Lt None 

B Fayard, Oliver E., Jr., 2Lt Gawron, Joseph (NMI), S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Foderaro, Albert (NMI), S/Sgt VanKosky, Wilbur J., S/Sgt 

G Mayronne, Clyde A., Sgt Turville, Robert Lamar, Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29969 (J) A/C No.  41-13074 “Balls of Fire” / 

“Royal Flush” (G) 

P Therrien, Robert W., 2Lt Phillips, Carl A., 1Lt 

CP Durgin, James L., 2Lt Cook, Walter E., F/O 

N None Opeka, John (NMI), Jr., 2Lt 

B Dombkowski, Stanley F., S/Sgt Daly, Donald J., T/Sgt 

E None None 

R Szymik, Emil (NMI), T/Sgt Nickelson, Royal C., T/Sgt 

G Kim, Daniel (NMI), S/Sgt Bozovich, Matthew L., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 



Friday, 11 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-29980 (H) A/C No.  42-64594 (M)   

P Marlow, Jack F., 2Lt Donnovan, Gerald M., 2Lt 

CP Burt, Norman A., F/O Bitter, Irwin S., 1Lt 

N None None 

B Douglas, Edward (NMI), S/Sgt Rogers, Lee C., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Budde, Walter H., T/Sgt Dittmar, Francis A., T/Sgt 

G White, John Edward, S/Sgt Bowden, Scott T., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-53445 “Lottie’s Goose” 

(K) 

A/C No.  42-32500 “The Saint”(L)   

P Lewis, Kenneth E., 1Lt Dauley, Charles G., 2Lt 

CP Wolfe, Warren M., 2Lt Flake, Ray M., 2Lt 

N Forbes, Robert L., 2Lt None 

B Myers, John H., 1Lt Campbell, Warren B., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Starnes, Carl B., T/Sgt Rea, Willis L., Cpl 

G George, Wade Clayton, S/Sgt Sentlingar, Charles W., PFC 

F None Pummill, Earl (NMI), Cpl 

 

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  Our day for the swimming hole at the monastery.  Provisions 

made with the English laundry to handle our wash.  48 planes again hit Pantelleria; 1,000 

planes hit the Island the preceding 24 hours.  Ten minutes after the bombing the white 

flag was hoisted and the Island occupied.  An ammunition dump was hit. 

 

428
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 111:  The 

last visit to luckless Pantelleria of the 310
th
 Group was on June 11

th
 consisting of 48 

planes.  It was the most ambitious effort of the group from the point of view of planes 

flown on a single mission. 

 The “cease bombing” signal was received 10 minutes after leaving the target.  In 

the preceding 24 hours, better than a 1,000 plane flotilla had dumped their lethal load on 

the wee isle.  100 of these sorties were the 310
th
.  Never has so small a target been so 

heavily hit. 

 The first assigned target was a section of road that was well covered.  A large 

ammunition dump was hit---the resulting explosion sending debris and smoke a mile 

high. 

 The second aiming point was the barracks area near the drome, fires and 

explosions being seen.  One transport plane was hit. 

 The 3
rd
 target was another road area near the coast.  Results were questionable, 

but no matter, the Island was done.  The absence of flak is a testimonial to the accuracy 

of the work of the previous days.  All planes returned from the mission safely.  

 



Friday, 11 June 1943 (continued) 

 

 
    A/C No. 1 probably 41-13077 “The 

Reluctant Dragon” (later “Old Patch”) 

(flight leader) 

A/C No. 2 probably 41-13053 “Stormy 

Weather” 

P Walker, James P., ñChiefò, Maj, 

Commander  

Wheeler, William A. K., "Gus", 1Lt 

CP Harder, Frank A., 1Lt Moulder, Robert W., F/O 

N Doolittle, Leonard N., 1Lt None 

B Upchurch, Jerry E., 1Lt Swim, Lowell W., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R East, Charles D., S/Sgt Mathis, Paul E., T/Sgt 

G Morris, Raymond J., Sgt Stevens, William F., Sgt   

F None None 

    A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Sweet Alice” 

A/C No. 4 probably 41-13050 “Virginia 

Sturgeon” (flight leader) 

P Bingham, Henry G., Jr., 1Lt Peterson, Arthur C., 1Lt 

CP Knight, Gerald R., 1Lt Tooles, William B., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Queen, Kenneth E., S/Sgt Hotopp, Henry J., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Martin, Robert J., S/Sgt Guilfoyle, Frederick J., S/Sgt 

G Wink, Jacob A., S/Sgt Michalek, Joseph F., S/Sgt 

F None None 

     A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified 

P Southward, Thomas H., 2Lt Butterfield, William M., 2Lt 

CP Edelman, Forest J., F/O Sebor, George (NMI), 2Lt 

N None None 

B Lanning, Fred H., 2Lt Connors, Charles L., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Kelly, Phillip J., S/Sgt Colley, Francis E., S/Sgt 

G Hirt, Fred A., Sgt Storms, Donald W., S/Sgt 

F None None 

    A/C No. 7 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 8 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Mickey II” 

P Beatty, John H., 1Lt Brennan, Samuel J., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Gena, Gerald M., 2Lt Stewart, Hugh W., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Wortman, Robert A., 2Lt Herring, William S., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Stilp, John P., T/Sgt Smit, Richard F., T/Sgt 

G Myers, Loy G., S/Sgt Davis, Robert M. ñSluggerò, S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 



Friday, 11 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

    A/C No. 9 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 10 aircraft unidentified - may 

be “Bad Seed” 

P Wescott, Robert M., 1Lt Brock, James C., 1Lt 

CP Hogan, Jack F., F/O Blaauw, Harold A., 1Lt 

N None None 

B Naworski, Edward F., S/Sgt  Keys, Paul R., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Chalmers, Gordon W., S/Sgt Marrs, Horace S., S/Sgt 

G Donaldson, William M., Sgt Warlie, Roger Rickie, Pvt 

F None None 

    A/C No. 11 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 12 aircraft unidentified 

P Williams, Edwin W., 1Lt Smith, Merle E., 1Lt 

CP Edwards, William P., 2Lt Koch, Richard J., 2Lt   

N None None 

B Spencer, Ronald L., S/Sgt Versaw, Robert E., Sgt 

E None None 

R Jack, Robert C., Sgt Temple, Robert W., Pvt 

G Black, James F., Pvt Ciampi, Francis (NMI), Sgt 

F None Wilson, Kieth Gordon, 1Lt (observer) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, 12 June 1943 
 

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  B-25's, escorted by P-

40's, attack Lampedusa Island in the Mediterranean. The island surrenders 

unconditionally, and Coldstream Guards go ashore and take charge 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):  North-

west African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) and Northwest Tactical Air Force (Northwest 

Tactical Air Force (NATAF)) fighters, light, medium and heavy bombers hit Lampedusa 

Island in the Mediterranean.  In Sicily, B-17's and B-26's bomb Castelvetrano, 

Boccadifalco, and Milo Airfields. 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 112:  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 122, 12 June 1943 

 

1. UNIT:  310
th
 Bomb Gp (M) AAF.  Flight Commander:  Col. Hunter.  Flight Leaders:  

Capts. Holstead and Coddington. 

 

2. At 1055        24        B-25-C’s took off to   Bomb   Asgd. areas on Lampedusa.   

     Time   No. A/C   Type A/C              Mission                   Target                   

 

_None__ returned early.       24       dropped  144 X 500 lb .1 & .025 sec del bombs on  

No. A/C                    No. A/C                        No & Type                                  

 

target at 1220 from 8400-10,000 ft.    __24__  returned at 1340.  

               Time               Altitude         No. A/C                    Time 

 

3. RESULTS:  Bombs started near the water and walked NE into the southern part of 

the town and harbor area.  Buildings in this area were demolished and large columns 

of smoke were observed.  At least a third of the town was devastated.  Hits or near 

misses were reported on small craft in inner part of the harbor.  The peninsula to the S 

of the town was completely covered by bombs.  Barracks in this area received direct 

hits and gun positions here were well covered.   

 

4. OBS:  E/A--No E/A seen in the air or on the ground.  Flak--One crew only reported 

slight, light, inaccurate flak from position midway between town and airfield.  No 

enemy ground or naval activity observed. 

No messages sent or received. 

Photos were taken. 

 

 



Saturday, 12 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

5. WEATHER:  Enroute--5-6/10 cover at 4-5000 ft.  Gradually dissipating.  Visibility 8-

10 miles.  Target--Scattered clouds at 12,000 ft.  Few patches of clouds over the 

water, very spotted.  Visibility 10 miles. 

 

6. PRESS DATA:   None    

Twenty-four sorties flown 12/6/43. 

Course:  1
st
 leg--119 deg for 210 miles climbing to 10000 ft.  2

nd
 leg--35 deg for 20 

miles at bombing altitude. 

 

        FRANK E. GOECKEL, 

        1
st
 Lt., Air Corps, 

        Ass’t. Group S-2. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 113:  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 123, 12 June 1943 

 

1. UNIT:  310
th
 Bomb Gp (M) AAF.  Flight Leaders:  1

st
 Lt. Holley, Capt. Grow. 

 

2. At 1250        24        B-25-C’s took off to   Bomb   Asgd. areas on Lampedusa.   

     Time   No. A/C   Type A/C              Mission                   Target                   

 

_None__ returned early.       24       dropped  144 X 500 lb .1 & .025 sec del  bombs  

No. A/C                    No. A/C                        No & Type                                  

 

on target at 1420 from 8000-10,000 ft.    __24__  returned at 1535.  

         Time               Altitude         No. A/C                    Time 

 

3. RESULTS:  Crews report that the entire town, except the SE extremity was well 

covered.  Bombs strung from SW to NE across the W part of town.  Warehouses NW 

of the town, next to the shore, received several direct hits.  The barracks area and 

adjacent gun positions to the S of the town were also well covered and the peninsula 

to the S of town was hard hit.  Some bombs were seen to fall among 7 or 8 small craft 

in the NNE section of the harbor.  Hits or near misses were reported on gun position 

just W of town and gun position on Cape, 1 mile W of town was reported well 

covered. 

 

4. OBS:  E/A--No E/A seen in air or on ground.  Flak--No flak reported.  Naval--1015 

small unidentified craft observed in harbor and on beach just S of town. 

No messages sent or received. 

Photos were taken. 



Saturday, 12 June 1943 (continued) 
 

5. WEATHER:  Enroute--6/10 coverage at 6000 ft., gradually thinning out.  Visibility 

10 miles over land and 15 miles over water.  Target--High cirrus at 25,000 ft., 

visibility 15 miles. 

 

6. PRESS DATA:   None    

Twenty-four sorties flown 12/6/43. 

Course--1
st
 leg:  119 deg for 210 miles climbing to 10,000 ft.  2

nd
 leg:  35 deg for 20 

miles at bombing altitude. 

        FRANK E. GOECKEL, 

        1
st
 Lt., Air Corps, 

        Ass’t. Group S-2. 
---------------------------------------------------- -------------------  

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

379
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 112:  The 

next goal in the strategic design was the capture of Lampedusa, an even more diminutive 

Axis Isle of the coast of Sousse.  The morning of the 12
th
 24 B-25’s hit the town of 

Lampedusa itself.  Bombs started near the waters edge and walked NE into the southern 

part of the town and harbor area.  Buildings were demolished and columns of smoke 

observed.  At least a third of the town was devastated.  The peninsula to the south of the 

town was completely covered by bombs, the barracks suffered direct hits and gun 

positions emanating from a point near the empty airfield. 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft & crew unidentified 

(fli ght leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Holstead, James R., Capt Johnson, Kenneth M. ñKenò, Capt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 3 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 4 aircraft & crew unidentified  

P Lindh, Jack D., 2Lt Smith, Charles W., 1Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 



Saturday, 12 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No. 5 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 6 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Allison, Royal B., 1Lt Leask, Bertram J., 2Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 7 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 8 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Liljegren, Robert V., 1Lt Wilvert, Willard E., 1Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 9 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 10 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Lesonik, Leo (NMI), 1Lt Blosel, Raymond C., F/O 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 11 aircraft & crew unidentified   

P Wall, Donovan S., F/O  

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, 12 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

379
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 113:  The 

afternoon of the same day another formation of 24 bombers covered the entire town with 

the exception of the SE extremity.  Warehouses, NW of the town next to the shore, 

received several direct hits.  The barracks area and adjacent gun positions to the south of 

the town were hit again.   Some bombs were seen to fall among 7 or 8 small craft in the 

NNE Section of the harbor.  It took just one day to cause Lampedusa to surrender.  No 

flak reported on this mission.  The 379
th
 effort was confined to the morning mission. 

(379
th
 BS did not participate) 

 

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

380
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 112:  

(380
th
 BS did not participate) 

 

380
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 113:  

Mission Report # 80           Date- June 12, 1943 

Target- Lampedusa Island (Assigned Areas)        Squadron airplanes- twelve 

 Even with Pantelleria out of the way we didn’t slow up to rest.  Lampedusa was 

chosen as the next victim and doomed to the same bombing as Pantelleria.  Only twenty 

four planes were used on this mission by the Group but we represented fifty percent of 

the arrayed force. 

 Our good luck streak was still running and again we hit our target.  Our bombers 

practically devastated the southern end of the town, dropped direct hits on small craft in 

the harbor, and completely covered the peninsula to the south of the port.  Also the gun 

positions and barracks areas, assigned targets, were well covered. 

 No enemy aircraft were seen and only one light gun position was throwing up flak 

at us, with their shots being very inaccurate.  All ships returned safely. 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft unidentified (flight 

leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft unidentified  

P Grow, Clyde L., Capt Shorsher, Fred A., 2Lt 

CP Hubbard, Jack W., 2Lt Derrick, William S., 2Lt 

N Coffey, John D., 2Lt None 

B Windler, John H., 2Lt Ash, George W., PFC 

E None None 

R Hill, Raiford B., T/Sgt Dinges, J.W., S/Sgt 

G Pintar, John L., S/Sgt Black, J.J., Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, 12 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified 

P Rich, Robert S., 2Lt Dent, James J., Jr., Capt 

CP Goss, Ralph R., 2Lt Brown, Charles R., 2Lt 

N None Head, Charles M., 2Lt 

B Jastrzemski, Walter F., S/Sgt Anderson, J. B., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Poknis, Paul A., S/Sgt Acey, Marvin E., Sgt 

G Rodgers, Lamar F., S/Sgt McGimpsey, Paul D., Sgt 

F Sibaila, Vytautas F., Pvt, HQ 310
th
 BG None 

 A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified  A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified 

P Ross, Fred C., Jr., 2Lt  Porter, Lloyd L., 2Lt  

CP Faulds, Vincent R., 2Lt Hament, Carrol (NMI), 2Lt 

N None None 

B Crossman, Stanley R., Sgt  Longrie, Kenneth R., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Talley, Edwin C., T/Sgt Wells, Donald W., S/Sgt 

G Litchfield, Edward W., Sgt Marquis, Wesley W., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 7 aircraft unidentified (flight 

leader) 

A/C No. 8 aircraft unidentified 

P Draemel, Dean H., Capt Walcott, Albert R., 2Lt 

CP Sours, Robert J., 1Lt Benton, James H., 2Lt 

N Kanode, Robert C., 1Lt None 

B Hall, Paul R., Jr., 2Lt  Links, Albert G., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Shambaugh, Robert M., T/Sgt Meyer, Albert J., S/Sgt 

G Williams, John A., S/Sgt Smith, Teddy L., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 9 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 10 aircraft unidentified 

P Picklesimer, Marion L., 2Lt Stutts, Earl Leeman, 1Lt 

CP Folwell, Frank C., 2Lt Dodge, Charles M., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Kessler, Paul E., S/Sgt Ackerson, Newell W., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Dackiewicz, John A., S/Sgt Barbieri, Edward D., S/Sgt 

G Szczesniak, Alfred A., S/Sgt Janicki, Andrew J., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, 12 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No. 11 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 12 aircraft unidentified  

P Steger, Edward H., Jr., 2Lt Wright, John E., 2Lt  

CP Smith, Leonard D., 2Lt  Echols, George A., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Lively, Jake S., S/Sgt Donahue, Francis E., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Pratt, Ralph A., S/Sgt Taylor, Frank E., Sgt 

G Penhale, Walter B., S/Sgt Tippitt, Everett O., Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

381
st
 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 112:  

LAMPEDUSA ISLAND 

Group Mission # 110   Flight 24 B-25’s 

Sqdrn. Mission # 80   Escort 24 P-38’s. 

Take Off  10:55   Bomb Load:  (6 x 500) 

Target  12:20   Bombs Dropped:  12 (6 x 500), 36,000# 

Down  13:40   Average Altitude:  9,200 

Total Time:  2 Hrs.  45 Min. 

Weather:  6/10 cover at 4-5,000 ft. en route.  Scattered clouds at 12,000 ft. over target.  

Visibility  10 miles. 

REMARKS:  Another good day’s bombing.  First attack on the gun positions of this 2 x 6 

mile island.  The Navy and landing barges were moving in as our aircraft withdrew. 

 

 A/C No.  41-29957 (C) A/C No.  41-13085 “Green Hornet” 

(A) (flight leader) 

P Collins, George Dennis, F/O Coddington, Walter E., Capt 

CP Stagner, Howard C., F/O White, Alpheus Wray, Jr., Maj, 

Commander  

N None Renton, Walter C., Jr., 2Lt 

B Micks, Henry B., S/Sgt Hornung, Willard R., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Rogers, Mike D., T/Sgt Thomas, Quentin W., T/Sgt 

G Dees, Paul (NMI), S/Sgt Moxey, Orville E., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, 12 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-29962 (B) A/C No.  41-13061 “Lil Joe” (F) 

P Denton, Richard D., 2Lt Wirth, Thomas F., Jr., F/O 

CP Hanna, Malcolm C., 2Lt Jones, William E., F/O 

N None None 

B Miller, Foster C., S/Sgt Smith, Willie A., T/Sgt 

E None None 

R Potolsky, George (NMI), T/Sgt Swanson, William M., T/Sgt 

G Miller, Foster Eugene, S/Sgt Pontet, Emile A., Jr., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-64596 “Donna Marie” (D)   A/C No.  42-32422 (E) 

P Alexander, William T. ñAlexò, Capt Houghtaling, Harold A., F/O 

CP Evans, George N., 1Lt Anderson, George (NMI), 1Lt 

N Hickman, James G., 1Lt None 

B Withrow, John B., Jr., 2Lt Gawron, Joseph (NMI), S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Dittmar, Francis A., T/Sgt VanKosky, Wilbur J., S/Sgt 

G Mayronne, Clyde A., Sgt Turville, Robert Lamar, Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29969 (J) A/C No.  41-13074 “Balls of Fire” / 

“Royal Flush” (G) 

P Therrien, Robert W., 2Lt Phillips, Carl A., 1Lt 

CP Durgin, James L., 2Lt Cook, Walter E., F/O 

N None Opeka, John (NMI), Jr., 2Lt 

B Dombkowski, Stanley F., S/Sgt Daly, Donald J., T/Sgt 

E None None 

R Szymik, Emil (NMI), T/Sgt Nickelson, Royal C., T/Sgt 

G Kim, Daniel (NMI), S/Sgt Bowden, Scott T., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29977 (H) A/C No.  42-32500 “The Saint”(M)   

P Campbell, Martin H., Jr., F/O Dauley, Charles G., 2Lt 

CP Baisch, Joseph M., III, 2Lt Flake, Ray M., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Grossi, Frank L., S/Sgt Campbell, Warren B., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Standish, Beverly R., S/Sgt Rea, Willis L., Cpl 

G Sigafoos, James F., Jr., Sgt Sentlingar, Charles W., PFC 

F None Pummill, Earl (NMI), Cpl 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, 12 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  42-32333 “Lorelei” (K) A/C No.  41-29980 (L) 

P Wightman, Henry B. ñHankò, 1Lt Marlow, Jack F., 2Lt 

CP Sampson, George D, 2Lt Burt, Norman A., F/O 

N None None 

B Colleton, John C., 2Lt Douglas, Edward (NMI), S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Porter, Lloyd G., Jr., T/Sgt Budde, Walter H., T/Sgt 

G Fox, Francis J., S/Sgt White, John Edward, S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

381
st
 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 113:  

(381
st
 BS did not participate) 

 

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  G.I.s have been prevalent throughout the camp the past few days.  

The might of the Air Force in North Africa was switched to the Island of Lampedusa.  48 

planes from our group hit it destroying three warehouses and gun positions.  Half the city 

was covered with bombs.  Lampedusa was made a quick believer for she hoisted the 

white flag that night. 

 

428
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 112:  

(428
th
 BS did not participate) 

   

428
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 113:  The 

smoke had hardly cleared away from the hapless Pantelleria when the AAF, on June 12
th
, 

switched her might to an all out attack on Lampedusa. 

 Pantelleria shuddered under the weight of 8,000,000 pounds of explosives the 

week before her surrender.  It was the first time in the history of warfare that air power -- 

virtually alone and unaided was able to cause a stronghold to surrender.  The “campaign” 

of Pantelleria was a tribute to detailed planning and precision bombing.  It can’t help but 

have an ominous meaning to the enemy. 

 Today, 48 planes of our group in two missions of equal size participated in the 

first day’s effort to subdue Lampedusa in a similar fashion.  Bombs covered half the city, 

wiped out two or three warehouses at the harbor’s edge, and straddled some gun 

positions.  The barrack area was well covered.  Some bombs fell amongst 7 or 8 boats in 

the N.N.E. section of the harbor.  Lampedusa hoisted the flag of truce tonight.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, 12 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

    A/C No. 1 probably  41-13094 

“Seasweep” (flight leader)  

A/C No. 2 probably 41-13053 “Stormy 

Weather” 

P Holley, James Taylor, 1Lt Wheeler, William A. K., "Gus", 1Lt 

CP Whitehurst, Ray E., 2Lt    Moulder, Robert W., F/O 

N Hartman, William J., 1Lt None 

B Vestal, Marion S., 1Lt Swim, Lowell W., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Glass, John D., S/Sgt Mathis, Paul E., T/Sgt 

G Langford, Alvin L., S/Sgt Stevens, William F., Sgt   

F None Reed, Robert H., Sgt 

    A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Sweet Alice” 

A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Bad Seed” 

P Bingham, Henry G., Jr., 1Lt Brock, James C., 1Lt 

CP Knight, Gerald R., 1Lt Blaauw, Harold A., 1Lt 

N None None 

B Queen, Kenneth E., S/Sgt Keys, Paul R., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Martin, Robert J., S/Sgt Marrs, Horace S., S/Sgt 

G Wink, Jacob A., S/Sgt Warlie, Roger Rickie, Pvt 

F None Wilson, Kieth Gordon, 1Lt (observer) 

     A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified 

P Southward, Thomas H., 2Lt Smith, Merle E., 1Lt 

CP Edelman, Forest J., F/O Koch, Richard J., 2Lt   

N None None 

B Lanning, Fred H., 2Lt Versaw, Robert E., Sgt 

E None None 

R Kelly, Phillip J., S/Sgt Temple, Robert W., Pvt 

G Hirt, Fred A., Sgt Ciampi, Francis (NMI), Sgt 

F None None 

    A/C No. 7 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 8 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Mickey II” 

P Beatty, John H., 1Lt Brennan, Samuel J., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Gena, Gerald M., 2Lt Stewart, Hugh W., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Wortman, Robert A., 2Lt Herring, William S., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Stilp, John P., T/Sgt Smit, Richard F., T/Sgt 

G Myers, Loy G., S/Sgt Davis, Robert M. ñSluggerò, S/Sgt 

F None None 
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    A/C No. 9 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 10 probably 41-13083 “Old 

83” 

P Wescott, Robert M., 1Lt Loutrel, John McCluney, 1Lt 

CP Hogan, Jack F., F/O Buglass, Kenneth G., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Naworski, Edward F., S/Sgt  Boatler, Sidney K., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Chalmers, Gordon W., S/Sgt Bennett, Robert L., T/Sgt 

G Donaldson, William M., Sgt Glover, Harold E., S/Sgt 

F None None 

     A/C No. 11 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 12 aircraft unidentified 

P Butterfield, William M., 2Lt Purifoy, Lawrence Lloyd "Peter Plink", 

2Lt 

CP Waugh, Carter H., 2Lt Hartzell, Jacob S., 2Lt  

N None None 

B Connors, Charles L., S/Sgt Lim, Wing Y., S/Sgt   

E None None 

R Colley, Francis E., S/Sgt Martin, Jack E., S/Sgt  

G Storms, Donald W., S/Sgt Skypeck, George F., Cpl 

F None Amirault, Osborne J., Sgt 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Sunday, 13 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):   

 

  In Sicily, US and Royal Air Force (RAF) heavy bombers attack 

Catania and Gerbini Airfields, causing severe damage to aircraft, runways, hangars, and 

other installations. Our heavy bombers claim 5 fighters; 2 B-24's are down at sea.  

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):    North-

west Tactical Air Force (NATAF) and Northwest African Coastal Air Force (NACAF) 

carry out land and sea patrols and reconnaissance flights. Northwest African 

Photographic Reconnaissance Wing covers areas of  Sardinia, Sicily, and the Italian 

mainland.  HQ 3
rd
 Photographic Reconnaissance and Mapping Group and its 12

th
 

Photographic Squadron (Light) transfers with F-5's from Algiers, Algeria to La Marsa, 

Tunisia.  HQ 82
nd

 Fighter Group and its 95
th
, 96

th
 and 97

th
 Fighter Squadrons transfer 

with P-38's from Berteaux, Algeria to Souk-el-Arba, Algeria. The 5
th
 Photographic 

Squadron (Light), Twelfth Air Force transfers with F-5's from Algiers, Algeria to La 

Marsa, Tunisia.  The 346
th
 Fighter Squadron, 350

th
 Fighter Group which has been 

operating its P-39's from Monastir, Tunisia since 4 Jun returns to its base at Maison 

Blanche, Algeria. 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry  

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  No Entry    

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  Practically all of Group is messing with us from La Colonel down 

to Lieutenants and we’re not drawing rations for them. 

 

 



Monday, 14 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  No Entry 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):  During 

the night of 13/14 Jun, Northwest African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) Wellingtons 

bomb Messina, Italy. Other NASAF and Northwest Tactical Air Force (NATAF) 

airplanes continue patrols and reconnaissance. The Northwest African Photographic 

Reconnaissance Wing maintains flights over Sardinia and Sicily.   

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry  

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  All’s quiet. 

 

 

 



Tuesday, 15 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  No Entry 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):     During 

the night of 14/15 Jun, Northwest African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) Wellingtons 

bomb the airfields at Milo, Sciacca, Castelvetrano, and Boccadifalco, Sicily. B-17’s, B-

25’s, B-26’s, and P-38’s follow during the morning hours with raids on the same targets 

and hit the airfield at Bo Rizzo and radio stations near Marsala, Sicily. Widespread photo 

reconnaissance of mainland Italy, Sicily, and Sardinia continues.  A detachment of the 

12
th
 Reconnaissance Squadron (Fighter), 67

th
 Reconnaissance Group begins operating 

from Malta with F-5’s. 

 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 114:  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 124, 15 June 1943 

 

1. UNIT:  310
th
 Bomb Gp (M) AAF.  Flight Leaders:  Capts. Draemel & Holstead. 

 

2. At 0630        36        B-25-C’s took off to   Bomb   Sciacca A/D.  _None__ returned  

     Time   No. A/C   Type A/C              Mission      Target         No. A/C         

 

early.       36       dropped  2382 X 20 lb .Frag  bombs on target at 0825 from 

      No. A/C                        No & Type                                      Time   

 

8500-11,000 ft.    __36__  returned at 1005.  

            Altitude         No. A/C                   Time 

 

3. RESULTS:  Approximately 50 A/C were seen on target at the time of bombing, 20 of 

which were dispersed in WSW dispersal area, and another 30 were observed on S 

side of A/D.  At least two-thirds of our bombs hit in SW side and into olive groves on 

S side of field.  The western area was well covered and hits were observed among the 

buildings; a column of smoke was seen coming out of this area.  A number of hits 

were observed among A/C in both dispersal areas. 

 

4. OBS:  E/A--20 to 25 E/A, consisting of ME-109’s, FW-190’s and MA-200’s, 

attacked formation before and over target.  They attacked in pairs from 5 and 7 

o’clock and from slightly below with other pairs just out of range off to side and front 

to attract attention.  E/A were observed with aerial bombs on wings; some doubt as to  

 

 



Tuesday, 15 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

whether bombs were used on formation.  Camouflage on E/A was reported as having 

light blue bellies with white wing tips, others were painted silver and light grey.  MA-

200’s were painted black with yellow band around fuselage.  Five E/A destroyed and 

one probably destroyed by our bombers.  One or two E/A reported shot down by 

escort.  Flak--Moderate to intense heavy flak accurate as to range and off on 

deflection reported at target.  This was reported as being barrage type.  Firing was 

reported from town of Sciacca; woods S of L/G; a position on N side of A/D; a 

position app. 4000 ft E of A/D and from C.S. Marco.  Naval--Two crews reported a 

submarine at 37 deg 20 min N, 13 deg 10 min E.  This submarine was seen to crash 

dive as the formation approached.  Time 0822.  Several small craft sighted off S 

Sicilian coast SE of Sciacca. 

Photos were taken. 

No messages sent or received. 

 

5. WEATHER:  CAVU enroute and over target.   

 

6. PRESS DATA:   Sgt. George F. Skypeck (428
th
 BS), 91 Beech St., Holyoke, Mass., 

claims destruction of one ME-109.  Sgt. William M. Donaldson (428
th
 BS), 1562 N. 

High St., Columbus, Ohio claims destruction of one ME-109. S/Sgt. Richard J. 

Corthell (379
th
 BS), 39 Gold St., Whiteman, Mass., claims destruction of one FW-

190.  Sgt. Joseph F. Michalek (428
th
 BS), South Lyon, Michigan claims destruction of 

one ME-109.  S/Sgt. Loy G. Myers (428
th
 BS), Box 13, Hume, Ohio claims 

destruction of one ME-109.  S/Sgt. Alvin I. Langford (428
th
 BS), R.D. #1, Chester, 

Pa., claims probable destruction of one ME-109.    

 

Thirty-six sorties flown 15/6/43. 

 

Course:  1
st
 leg--86deg for 240 miles at 4000 ft to coast.  On deck over water then 

climbing to 10,000 ft. 

2
nd

 leg--14 deg for 9 miles at 10,000 ft. 

3
rd
 leg--298 deg for 12½ miles at bombing altitude.    

 

        FRANK E. GOECKEL, 

        1
st
 Lt., Air Corps, 

        Ass’t. Group S-2. 
------------------------------------------------------------------- ----  
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379
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

379
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 114:  After 

a three day rest 36 planes took off for Sicily the target the A/D at Sciacca and ran into 

more hell than in all the Pantelleria raids combined.  Moderate to intense heavy flak, 

accurate at range and very little off in deflection was reported at the target.  Some 

reported it concentrated enough to warrant its classification as barrage type.  20 to 25 

enemy aircraft, consisting of ME-109’s and FW-190’s attacked the formation before and 

over the target.  Generally they came in pairs from 5 to 7 o’clock and just below with 

other pairs serving as decoys just out of range to one side and a bit ahead.  There seems to 

be some grounds for the belief that aerial bombs were aimed at the formation.  5 ME-

109’s and 1 FW-190 were destroyed and another ME-109 has a questionable existence. 

 Approximately 50 aircraft were seen on the target, at least two thirds of our 

bombs hit in the SW side and in olive groves south of the field.  The western area was 

well covered and hits were observed among the buildings causing a column of smoke to 

rise.  A number of hits were observed among aircraft in both dispersal areas.  

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft & crew unidentified 

(flight leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Holstead, James R., Capt Johnson, Kenneth M. ñKenò, Capt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G Corthell, Richard J., S/Sgt  

F   

 A/C No. 3 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 4 aircraft & crew unidentified  

P Lindh, Jack D., 2Lt Smith, Charles W., 1Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   
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 A/C No. 5 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 6 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Logan, Harry R., Jr., 2Lt Allison, Royal B., 1Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 7 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 8 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Lesonik, Leo (NMI), 1Lt  Leask, Bertram J., 2Lt  

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 9 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 10 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Liljegren, Robert V., 1Lt Wilvert, Willard E., 1Lt  

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 11 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 12 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Blosel, Raymond C., F/O  Wall, Donovan S., F/O 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   
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380
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

380
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 114:  

Mission Report # 81           Date- June 15, 1943 

Target- Sciacca Airdrome          Squadron airplanes- twelve 

 With Pantelleria and Lampedusa Islands eliminated from opposition we turned 

our attention once more to bombing airdromes today.  We had a good target too, with 

about fifty aircraft dispersed on the southern end west-south-west parts of the field.  We 

had a number of hits among these dispersed planes with 20 lb. fragmentation bombs.  At 

least one column of smoke was seen coming from this area after the bombing.  Other 

parts of the field were covered as was part of the building area. 

 For the first time in the last several missions, we encountered stiff enemy air 

opposition today.  About 20 to 25 ME-109’s, FW-190’s, and MA-200’s attacked the 

formation in pairs while others stayed just out of range on the other side to draw our 

attention.  They were not to leave, however, without paying the price, for our group 

destroyed five of them and probably a sixth one.  Our escort added one or two to this 

number.  They threw up a great deal of flak at us, and had our range, but couldn’t find us 

after that.  Two crews saw a submarine which crash-dived immediately on sighting us, 

but our planes continued on home, all returning safely. 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft unidentified (flight 

leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft unidentified 

P Draemel, Dean H., Capt Walcott, Albert R., 2Lt 

CP Sours, Robert J., 1Lt Benton, James H., 2Lt 

N Kanode, Robert C., 1Lt None 

B Hall, Paul R., Jr., 2Lt  Links, Albert G., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Shambaugh, Robert M., T/Sgt Meyer, Albert J., S/Sgt 

G Williams, John A., S/Sgt Smith, Teddy L., S/Sgt 

F Hunter, Anthony G., Col, 310
th
 BG 

Commander (observer) 

None 

 A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified 

P Picklesimer, Marion L., 2Lt Dent, James J., Jr., Capt 

CP Folwell, Frank C., 2Lt Brown, Charles R., 2Lt 

N None Head, Charles M., 2Lt 

B Kessler, Paul E., S/Sgt Anderson, J. B., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Dackiewicz, John A., S/Sgt Acey, Marvin E., Sgt 

G Szczesniak, Alfred A., S/Sgt McGimpsey, Paul D., Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified  

P Ross, Fred C., Jr., 2Lt  Porter, Lloyd L., 2Lt  

CP Faulds, Vincent R., 2Lt Hament, Carrol (NMI), 2Lt 

N None None 

B Crossman, Stanley R., Sgt  Longrie, Kenneth R., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Talley, Edwin C., T/Sgt Wells, Donald W., S/Sgt 

G Litchfield, Edward W., Sgt Marquis, Wesley W., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 7 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 8 aircraft unidentified  

P Grow, Clyde L., Capt Shorsher, Fred A., 2Lt 

CP Hubbard, Jack W., 2Lt Derrick, William S., 2Lt 

N Coffey, John D., 2Lt None 

B Windler, John H., 2Lt Ash, George W., PFC 

E None None 

R Hill, Raiford B., T/Sgt Dinges, J.W., S/Sgt 

G Pintar, John L., S/Sgt Black, J.J., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 9 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 10 aircraft unidentified 

P Rich, Robert S., 2Lt Stutts, Earl Leeman, 1Lt 

CP Goss, Ralph R., 2Lt Dodge, Charles M., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Jastrzemski, Walter F., S/Sgt Ackerson, Newell W., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Poknis, Paul A., S/Sgt Barbieri, Edward D., S/Sgt 

G Rodgers, Lamar F., S/Sgt Janicki, Andrew J., S/Sgt 

F Sibaila, Vytautas F., Pvt, HQ 310
th
 BG None 

 A/C No. 11 aircraft unidentified  A/C No. 12 aircraft unidentified 

P Steger, Edward H., Jr., 2Lt Wright, John E., 2Lt  

CP Smith, Leonard D., 2Lt  Echols, George A., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Lively, Jake S., S/Sgt Donahue, Francis E., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Pratt, Ralph A., S/Sgt Taylor, Frank E., Sgt 

G Penhale, Walter B., S/Sgt Tippitt, Everett O., Sgt 

F None None 
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381
st
 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

381
st
 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 114:  

(381
st
 BS did not participate) 

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  Group Anniversary.  Big beef feast; ugh, real meat!  Plenty drinks.  

Fire started in field destroying several acres of wheat.  Alerted at 1500 hours when 

parachutists were reported in vicinity.  Sciacca Airdrome took a pounding today.  At least 

50 A/C were on the field.  The dispersal area and building were covered with bombs.  20-

25 fighters attacked the formation.  Lt. Peterson’s ship was hit and almost forced to make 

a crash landing in the Mediterranean.  Sgt Michalek brought down the guy that done the 

damage.  Donaldson, Myers and Skypeck took their toll of the enemy.  Number 3 for 

Myers.  S/Sgt Langford claimed a probably; 4 ships and a probable.  

Donaldson, William M., Sgt, gunner    Langford, Alvin I., S/Sgt, gunner  

Michalek, Joseph F., S/Sgt, gunner   Myers, Loy G., S/Sgt, turret-gunner  

Peterson, Arthur C., 1Lt, pilot   Skypeck, George F., Cpl, gunner 

 

 

428
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 114:  On 

June 15
th
, after a two day rest, the 310

th
 rode again and the riding was rough.  The target 

for the day was Sciacca Airdrome.  50 aircraft were officially reported on the field.  At 

least two-thirds of our bombs hit the Southwest side of the drome and the dispersal area 

amongst the olive trees on the South end of the field.  A number of hits were seen 

amongst the planes and some building installations were hit. 

 Moderate to intense heavy flak with good range and poor deflection emanated 

from the town of Sciacca, around the drome, and Cape San Marco.  Little damage was 

incurred from the flak, though Lt. Wortman had a rather close call with a fragment that 

cut the shrouds of his chute and bruised his shoulder. 

 The formation was attacked by 20-25 ME-109’s, FW-190’s, and MA-200’s before 

and over the target.  5 enemy aircraft were destroyed and one was probably destroyed by 

our aircraft. 

 It was a narrow escape for “50”.  Lt. Peterson’s plane was pretty hard hit but 

fortunately in no vital spot.  However, Lt. Peterson gave orders to be ready for a crash 

landing before he ascertained that no vital damage had been incurred.  Sgt Michalek shot 

down the offender.  It was an ME-109 and his first victory. 

 Lt. Butterfield’s ship was also considerably worse for the wear. 

 Sgts Michalek, Donaldson, and Myers each claimed one destroyed.  It was the 3
rd
 

for Myers.  Pvt Skypeck, of our squadron, and S/Sgt Corthell, of the 379
th
, obtained an 

ME-109 and FW-190 respectively.  S/Sgt Langford claimed a probable.  All in all it was 

a shooting day.  The 428
th
 “Pursuit Squadron” did well in this raid.  Members of our 

squadron who had a hand in this “hot one”: 

Corthell, Richard J., S/Sgt, gunner, 379
th
 BS 
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    A/C No. 1 probably  41-13094 

“Seasweep” (flight leader)  

A/C No. 2 probably 41-13053 “Stormy 

Weather” 

P Holley, James Taylor, 1Lt Wheeler, William A. K., "Gus", 1Lt 

CP Whitehurst, Ray E., 2Lt    Moulder, Robert W., F/O 

N Hartman, William J., 1Lt None 

B Vestal, Marion S., 1Lt Swim, Lowell W., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Glass, John D., S/Sgt Mathis, Paul E., T/Sgt 

G Langford, Alvin L., S/Sgt Stevens, William F., Sgt   

F None Reed, Robert H., Sgt 

    A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Sweet Alice” 

A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Bad Seed” 

P Bingham, Henry G., Jr., 1Lt Brock, James C., 1Lt 

CP Knight, Gerald R., 1Lt Blaauw, Harold A., 1Lt 

N None None 

B Queen, Kenneth E., S/Sgt Keys, Paul R., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Martin, Robert J., S/Sgt Marrs, Horace S., S/Sgt 

G Wink, Jacob A., S/Sgt Ringler, Ryan C., Sgt 

F None None 

     A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified 

P Southward, Thomas H., 2Lt Smith, Merle E., 1Lt 

CP Edelman, Forest J., F/O Koch, Richard J., 2Lt   

N None None 

B Lanning, Fred H., 2Lt Versaw, Robert E., Sgt 

E None None 

R Kelly, Phillip J., S/Sgt Temple, Robert W., Pvt 

G Hirt, Fred A., Sgt Ciampi, Francis (NMI), Sgt 

F None None 

    A/C No. 7 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 8 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Mickey II” 

P Beatty, John H., 1Lt Brennan, Samuel J., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Gena, Gerald M., 2Lt Stewart, Hugh W., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Wortman, Robert A., 2Lt Herring, William S., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Stilp, John P., T/Sgt Smit, Richard F., T/Sgt 

G Myers, Loy G., S/Sgt Davis, Robert M. ñSluggerò, S/Sgt 

F None None 
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    A/C No. 9 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 10 41-13050 “Virginia 

Sturgeon” (flight leader) 

P Wescott, Robert M., 1Lt Peterson, Arthur C., 1Lt 

CP Hogan, Jack F., F/O Tooles, William B., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Naworski, Edward F., S/Sgt  Hotopp, Henry J., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Chalmers, Gordon W., S/Sgt Guilfoyle, Frederick J., S/Sgt 

G Donaldson, William M., Sgt Michalek, Joseph F., S/Sgt 

F None Amirault, Osborne J., Sgt 

     A/C No. 11 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 12 aircraft unidentified 

P Butterfield, William M., 2Lt Purifoy, Lawrence Lloyd "Peter Plink", 

2Lt 

CP Sebor, George (NMI), 2Lt  Hartzell, Jacob S., 2Lt  

N None None 

B Connors, Charles L., S/Sgt Lim, Wing Y., S/Sgt   

E None None 

R Colley, Francis E., S/Sgt Martin, Jack E., S/Sgt  

G Storms, Donald W., S/Sgt Skypeck, George F., Cpl 

F None None 

 

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  Special Accounts:  The following is a press release concerning 

the mission: 

 

 Hardly catching their breath from their nearly month long pounding of Pantelleria 

and the swift capitulation of Lampedusa, one of the B-25 Mitchell Groups in the medium 

bomb wing of the Strategic Air Force today accounted for certain destruction of five 

enemy aircraft and one probable in an attack on the Sicilian Air Base of Sciacca. 

 In addition to taking the measure of the Axis in the air, they scored hits among 

dispersed aircraft on the ground, as well as among airdrome buildings.  Among the 

victory claimants today was Sgt Michalek, South Lyon, Mich., whose Mitchell made it 

home despite hits in vulnerable parts as it left the target.  He said:  “Approaching the 

target, we were attacked by four planes from the right.  The flak was heavy, but we 

muddled through and dropped our bombs.  Just as we were leaving the target, five other 

enemy fighters, peeled off and came in at our tail from the right side.  One hit our right 

engine nacelle, knocking out our electrical equipment, but I retaliated by shooting him 

down, in flames.  We swapped lead back and forth.  He was plenty stubborn, coming in 

to about 250 yards before going down in flames.   I put tracers into a second plane but he 

couldn’t stand the heat and pulled away.  We thought that our gas tank was full of holes 

when the gauge failed to work.  The pilot then called through the inter-phone to get set 

for a crash landing in the Mediterranean but when we checked we found we would make 

the landing field “OK”, if the hydraulic system operating the landing wheels hadn’t been  
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damaged by enemy fire.  Fortunately, everything was intact.  So now we will get more 

joy rides with the pilot, Lt. A.C. Peterson, Buffalo, N.Y., whose cool-minded flying 

brought us back safely 10 feet above the water.”  His victim was an ME-109. 

Michalek, Joseph F., S/Sgt, gunner. 428
th
 BS          

Peterson, Arthur C., 1Lt, pilot, 428
th
 BS 

 Describing the tussle with the Axis fighters, S/Sgt Loy G. Myers, Hume, Ohio, 

another turret-gunner, who got his third victory, an ME-109, asserted:  “They were very 

daring -- like a football player streaking toward the goal after a sneak play, but our 

interception was too good, and down they went”. 

Myers, Loy G., S/Sgt, turret-gunner, 428
th
 BS 

 Sgt William M. Donaldson, 1562 N. High St., Columbus, Ohio, who also got an 

ME-109, remarked about the stubbornness of the enemy:  “They were very stubborn,” he 

said, “to the point of losing their lives.  One crossed on top of us about 250 yards away 

and I raked him from prop to rudder.  I saw him crash into the water.” 

Donaldson, William M., Sgt, gunner, 428
th
 BS 

 Other claimants, also turret-gunners, were:  S/Sgt Richard J. Corthell, Whitman, 

Mass., a FW-190, and Sgt George F. Skypeck, Holyoke, Mass., and ME-109. 

Corthell, Richard J., S/Sgt, gunner, 379
th
 BS     

Skypeck, George F., Cpl, gunner, 428
th
 BS 

 S/Sgt Alvin I. Langford, Chester, Pa., claimed a probably destruction of an ME-

109. 

Langford, Alvin I., S/Sgt, gunner, 428
th
 BS 

 On this mission the B-25’s were escorted by the Lightnings from the same group 

which today strafed radio installations at Marsala and left them smoking and in flames. 

 

 

  



Wednesday, 16 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  No Entry 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):   North-

west African Photographic Reconnaissance Wing continues coverage of areas of 

Mainland Italy, Sicily, and Sardinia.   HQ 313
th
 Troop Carrier Group and its 29

th
, 47

th
 and 

49
th
 Troop Carrier Squadrons transfer with C-47's from Oujda, French Morocco to 

Kairouan, Tunisia. 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  No mission for the squadron. 

 

 

 

 

 



Thursday, 17 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):    B-24’s attack airfields 

at Biscari and Comiso, Sicily. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):    During 

the night of 16/17 Jun, Wellingtons bomb docks and a marshalling yard at Naples, Italy. 

HQ 2
nd

 Bombardment Group (Heavy) and its 20
th
, 49

th
 and 96

th
 Bombardment Squadrons 

(Heavy) transfer with B-17’s from Chateaudun-du-Rhumel, Algeria to Ain M’Lila, 

Algeria. 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry  

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry 

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  Another day of rest. 

 

 



Friday, 18 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  HQ 324
th
 Fighter 

Group and its 314
th
, 315

th
 and 316

th
 Fighter Squadrons transfer with P-40’s from 

Kairouan, Tunisia to El Haouaria, Tunisia. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force): B-17’s 

strike the Messina, Italy ferry slip and railroad yards while P-38’s bomb the airfield at 

Milo, Sicily. B-26’s and B-25’s, with P-38 escort, hit docks and shipping at Olbia, 

Sardinia and shipping at Golfo Aranci, Italy. Northwest African Tactical Air Force 

(NATAF) and Northwest African Coastal Air Force (NACAF) airplanes maintain patrol 

and reconnaissance flights. Northwest African Air Force (NAAF) aircraft claim over 40 

aircraft destroyed.  The 59
th
 Fighter Squadron, 33

rd
 Fighter Group transfers with P-40’s 

from Sousse, Tunisia to Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean. The 429
th
 Bombardment 

Squadron (Heavy), a 2
nd

 Bombardment Group (Heavy) transfer with B-17’s from 

Chateaudun-du-Rhumel, Algeria to Ain M’Lila, Algeria. 

  

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry  

 

HQ 310
th

 BG Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 115:  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 125, 18 June 1943 

 

1. UNIT:  310
th
 Bomb Gp (M) AAF.  Flight Leaders:  Capt. Coddington, 1

st
 Lt. Brock. 

 

2. At 0745       36        B-25-C’s took off to   Bomb   Shipping and town at Golfo Aranci.   

     Time   No. A/C   Type A/C              Mission                   Target                   

 

_None__ returned early.       36       dropped  207 X 500 lb .1 & .025 sec del  bombs  

No. A/C                    No. A/C                        No & Type                                  

 

on target at 1000 from 8000-11,000 ft.    __36__  returned at 1155.  

         Time               Altitude         No. A/C                    Time 

 

3. RESULTS:  Two medium M/V’s moored, one on each side of the pier, and a large 

M/V anchored just off the W end were attacked.  The two vessels at the end of the 

pier received direct hits and many near misses.  The one on the NW side was left on 

fire and sinking from 2 direct hits.  The large M/V W of the pier was straddled with 

bombs with many damaging very near misses reported on bow and stern.  This vessel 

was seen to rock violently.  One crew reported 2 direct hits on this vessel.  The jetty 

was completely covered with bombs.  Warehouses on this were demolished.  Railroad 

tracks on W side of town near jetty were torn up by bombs.  Many buildings in the E 

side of town were hit and clouds of smoke were seen coming from the town. 

 



Friday, 18 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

4. OBS:  E/A--45-50 E/A consisting of ME-109’s, FW-190’s and MA-200’s were 

observed over the target.  20-25 E/A attacked the formation with quartering attacks, 

front and rear, from above and below.  These attacks were made in two’s and four’s.  

Some crews again report the use of a decoy off to one side, just out of range.  One 

crew reported two fighters 3000 ft above formation dropping aerial bombs intended 

for last flight.  A great variety of camouflage of these E/A was reported, 

predominating in powder blue bellies and white and orange spinners.  MA-200’s were 

reported with dark green fuselage.  7 ME-109’s were destroyed and one probably 

destroyed by the bombers.  The escort was seen to have shot down at least 4 E/A.  

One of these was seen to explode in mid-air.  Flak--Slight to moderate heavy and 

fairly accurate flak was experienced over the target.  Two positions were pinpointed:  

1.  100 ft S of jetty next to railroad.  2.  Approximately 1000 ft N of town along 

coastal highway.  Other source of fire came from S corner of town and NW of town.  

A final pinpoint position was given at 8-9 H (see target chart # 1-115-NA).  

Elsewhere moderate to intense heavy flak, good range and poor deflection was 

experienced from Olbia Harbor.  Intense heavy flak, out of range from DR or cruiser 

at 39 deg 15 min N, 10 deg 09 min E.  Naval--One destroyer and tanker reported at 39 

deg 15 min N, 10 deg 09 min E heading 15 deg at 1042 hours, altitude of bombers on 

deck.  6-7 M/V’s reported in Olbia Harbor.  3 were anchored in north central part of 

harbor, and 2 were moored at the end of the pier.  Several crews reported a submarine 

surfacing at 40 deg 8 min N, 9 deg 52 min E at 1053 hours.  Ground--One crew 

reported E/A taking off from a possible L/G at L 10-11 (see target chart no. 1-115-

NA). 

One message sent, none received. 

Photos were taken. 

 

5. WEATHER:  Base to coast:  4/10 cumulus at 7-8000 ft.  Visibility 6-8 miles.  Over 

water and target:  Scattered clouds at 4-5000 ft.  Slight haze, visibility 10-12 miles. 

 

6. PRESS DATA:  Pvt. James F. Black (428
th
 BS), 6732 Navigation Blvd., Houston, 

Texas, claims destruction of one ME-109.  S/Sgt. Alvin I. Langford (428
th
 BS), R.D. 

#1, Chester, Pa., claims destruction of one ME-109.  S/Sgt. Harold E. Glover (428
th
 

BS), East Andover, Me., claims the destruction of one ME-109.  S/Sgt. Robert L. 

Bennett (428
th
 BS), Greenville, Ohio, claims destruction of one ME-109.  S/Sgt. 

Alfred A. Szczesniak (380
th
 BS), 6044 Maxwell St., Detroit, Mich., claims destruction 

of one ME-109.  S/Sgt. Teddy L. Smith (380
th
 BS), Box 1381, Logan, W. Va., claims 

destruction of one ME-109.  S/Sgt. Loy G. Myers (428
th
 BS), Box 13, Hume, Ohio, 

claims destruction of one ME-109.  Sgt. Everett O. Tippitt (380
th
 BS), 18 Norwood 

Ave., Greenville, So. Carolina, claims the probable destruction of one ME-109. 

 

Thirty-six (36) sorties flown 18/6/43. 

 

 



Friday, 18 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

Course:  1
st
 leg--25 deg for 204 miles.  Altitude over land 4500 ft, over water on the 

deck.   2
nd

 leg--5 deg for 97 miles climbing to 10,000 ft.  3
rd
 leg--313 deg for 32 miles 

at bombing altitude.    

 

        RUPERT A. NOCK, 

        Captain, Air Corps, 

        Actg. Group S-2. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  June the 18
th
 will stand out in the history of the 310

th
 as one of the 

most remarkable raids in her career and one of the most successful of any medium bomb 

group.  Thirty six (36) planes took off for the Port of Golfo Aranci, in NE Sardinia, at 

0745.  Two merchant vessels were moored on either side of the end of the pier.  Both 

received many direct hits and one was definitely known to be sinking and the other was 

left burning.  The end of the jetty, between the two ships, was all obliterated.  A large 

merchant vessel west of the pier was straddled with many near misses and two direct hits.  

The land at the neck of the jetty was covered by a concentration of hits that tore up the 

railroad tracks and destroyed many buildings. Photo interpretation revealed an almost 

unbelievable accuracy of the concentration patterns.  40 to 50 enemy aircraft, consisting 

of ME-109’s, FW-190’s, and MA-200’s were contacted at the target.  Approximately half 

of the total attacked the formation from the front and rear quarters, above and below.  The 

passes were made in two’s and four’s with the use of an occasional decoy to one side.  

One crew reported two fighters were three thousand feet above the formation, dropping 

aerial bombs. 

 Not one bomber was lost while seven enemy fighters were destroyed and another 

probably destroyed by our formation.  The escort, of P-38’s lost one but destroyed sixteen 

enemy fighters.  It is extremely doubtful whether any medium bomber formation has ever 

been intercepted by a greater enemy force.  The extreme success of the raid in the face of 

this opposition, is strictly Horatio Alger stuff. 

 Slight to moderate heavy accurate flak was experienced over the target.  Moderate 

to intense heavy flak, of good range and poor deflection, was emitted from Olbia Harbor.  

Intense heavy flak, out of range came from a destroyer or cruiser at 39 deg. 15 min. N, 

and 10 deg. 9 min. E. 

 Commendations came fast and furiously. 

 It was a pity that the 379
th
 had to miss this one, but it was our day to spare. 

  

379
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 115:  

(379
th
 BS did not participate) 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday, 18 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

380
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 115:  

Mission Report # 82           Date- June 18, 1943 

Target- Shipping and Harbor Installations at        Squadron airplanes- twelve 

   Porto Aranci, Sardinia 

Today we carried the war to northern Sardinia, and had a very successful mission.  

One merchant vessel was left on fire and sinking from two direct hits by 500 pounders.  

Another merchant vessel was straddled by bombs, with many damaging misses, and was 

listing badly as we went off the target.  One of the crew reported two direct hits on this 

vessel.  Besides hitting the boats, our bombs covered the jetty, demolished warehouses on 

the jetty, tore up the railroad tracks in the west side of the town, and hit many buildings in 

the same section.  Clouds of smoke were seen coming from the town. 

We had quite a fight on our hands when we saw 45 - 50 ME-109’s, FW-190’s, 

and MA-200’s.  Of this strength about half attacked our formation.  S/Sgt. Dackiewicz 

received credit for destruction of one fighter, another went down under the guns of S/Sgt. 

Smith and a third was probably destroyed by Sgt. Tippitt.  The entire formation 

accounted for seven fighters today while our escort destroyed at least four.  We had a fair 

amount of flak and it was pretty accurate, coming from the target area, Olbia, and later 

from a destroyer off the south tip of Sardinia.  All crews returned safely. 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 2 aircraft unidentified 

P Grow, Clyde L., Capt Rice, Carl E., 2Lt 

CP Hubbard, Jack W., 2Lt Drew, Edward A., 2Lt 

N Coffey, John D., 2Lt None 

B Mizerski, Richard C. ñBroncoò, 2Lt   Kechter, Harry H., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Hill, Raiford B., T/Sgt Alexander, Phillip D., Cpl 

G Pintar, John L., S/Sgt Thomas, Cyril L., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified 

P Rich, Robert S., 2Lt Dent, James J., Jr., Capt 

CP Goss, Ralph R., 2Lt Brown, Charles R., 2Lt 

N None Head, Charles M., 2Lt 

B Jastrzemski, Walter F., S/Sgt Anderson, J. B., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Poknis, Paul A., S/Sgt Acey, Marvin E., Sgt 

G Rodgers, Lamar F., S/Sgt McGimpsey, Paul D., Sgt 

F Sibaila, Vytautas F., Pvt, HQ 310
th
 BG None 
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 A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified  

P Ross, Fred C., Jr., 2Lt  Porter, Lloyd L., 2Lt  

CP Faulds, Vincent R., 2Lt Hament, Carrol (NMI), 2Lt 

N None None 

B Crossman, Stanley R., Sgt  Longrie, Kenneth R., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Talley, Edwin C., T/Sgt Wells, Donald W., S/Sgt 

G Litchfield, Edward W., Sgt Marquis, Wesley W., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 7 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 8 aircraft unidentified 

P Draemel, Dean H., Capt Walcott, Albert R., 2Lt 

CP Sours, Robert J., 1Lt Benton, James H., 2Lt 

N Kanode, Robert C., 1Lt None 

B Holmes, William G., Capt Links, Albert G., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Shambaugh, Robert M., T/Sgt Meyer, Albert J., S/Sgt 

G Williams, John A., S/Sgt Smith, Teddy L., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 9 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 10 aircraft unidentified 

P Picklesimer, Marion L., 2Lt Stutts, Earl Leeman, 1Lt 

CP Folwell, Frank C., 2Lt Dodge, Charles M., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Kessler, Paul E., S/Sgt Ackerson, Newell W., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Dackiewicz, John A., S/Sgt Barbieri, Edward D., S/Sgt 

G Szczesniak, Alfred A., S/Sgt Janicki, Andrew J., S/Sgt 

F None Landron, George J., Capt, 82nd FG 

 A/C No. 11 aircraft unidentified  A/C No. 12 aircraft unidentified 

P Steger, Edward H., Jr., 2Lt Wright, John E., 2Lt  

CP Smith, Leonard D., 2Lt  Echols, George A., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Lively, Jake S., S/Sgt Donahue, Francis E., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Pratt, Ralph A., S/Sgt Taylor, Frank E., Sgt 

G Penhale, Walter B., S/Sgt Tippitt, Everett O., Sgt 

F Hutchenrider, Willis E., S/Sgt None 
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381
st
 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

381
st
 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 115:  

GOLFO ARANSI, SARDINIA 

Group Mission # 115   Flight 36 B-25’s 

Sqdrn. Mission # 81   Escort 36 P-38’s. 

Take Off  07:45   Bomb Load:  (6 x 500) 

Target  10:00   Bombs Dropped:  11 (6 x 500), 33,000# 

Down  11:55   Average Altitude:  9,500 

Total Time:  4 Hrs.  10 Min. 

Weather:  En route 4/10 at 7-8,000 ft.  Scattered clouds with slight haze at target.  

Visibility 10-12 miles. 

REMARKS:  The 381
st
 was in the lead, meeting little opposition from the enemy.  

However, Lt. Denton’s aircraft was hit by a fragment from an aerial bomb --- dropped by 

a FW-190 --- which shattered the upper turret plexiglass. 

 Flak:  Heavy, moderate and fairly accurate, as 5 aircraft were hit. 

 Approximately 40 enemy aircraft attacked the 2
nd

 formation, but without personal 

injury to our men. 

 Losses:  One P-38 for us, and 21 ME-109’s, MA-200’s and FW-190’s for the 

enemy.  Sixteen of these were claimed by the fighter escort. 

 

 A/C No.  41-29957 (C) A/C No.  41-13085 “Green Hornet” 

(A) (flight leader) 

P Collins, George Dennis, F/O Coddington, Walter E., Capt 

CP Stagner, Howard C., F/O Flake, Ray M., 2Lt  

N None Renton, Walter C., Jr., 2Lt 

B Kelley, Donald C., T/Sgt Hornung, Willard R., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Rogers, Mike D., T/Sgt Thomas, Quentin W., T/Sgt 

G Walsh, Richard J., T/Sgt Moxey, Orville E., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29962 (B) A/C No.  42-32422 (F) 

P Denton, Richard D., 2Lt Houghtaling, Harold A., F/O 

CP Hanna, Malcolm C., 2Lt Anderson, George (NMI), 1Lt 

N None None 

B Miller, Foster C., S/Sgt Gawron, Joseph (NMI), S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Potolsky, George (NMI), T/Sgt VanKosky, Wilbur J., S/Sgt 

G Miller, Foster Eugene, S/Sgt Turville, Robert Lamar, Sgt 

F Lundsten, Gustave A., Cpl None 
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 A/C No.  41-13052 “TABOO” (D)   A/C No.  41-13061 “Lil Joe” (E) 

P Alexander, William T. ñAlexò, Capt Wirth, Thomas F., Jr., F/O 

CP Evans, George N., 1Lt Jones, William E., F/O 

N Hickman, James G., 1Lt None 

B Withrow, John B., Jr., 2Lt Smith, Willie A., T/Sgt 

E None None 

R Foderaro, Albert (NMI), S/Sgt Swanson, William M., T/Sgt 

G Mayronne, Clyde A., Sgt Pontet, Emile A., Jr., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29980 (J) A/C No.  41-13074 “Balls of Fire” / 

“Royal Flush” (G) 

P Marlow, Jack F., 2Lt Phillips, Carl A., 1Lt 

CP Burt, Norman A., F/O Cook, Walter E., F/O 

N None Opeka, John (NMI), Jr., 2Lt 

B Douglas, Edward (NMI), S/Sgt Colleton, John C., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Budde, Walter H., T/Sgt Nickelson, Royal C., T/Sgt 

G White, John Edward, S/Sgt Bozovich, Matthew L., S/Sgt 

F Pummill, Earl (NMI), Cpl None 

 A/C No.  41-29969 (H) A/C No.  42-64594 (M)   

P Therrien, Robert W., 2Lt Donnovan, Gerald M., 2Lt 

CP Durgin, James L., 2Lt Bitter, Irwin S., 1Lt 

N None None 

B Dombkowski, Stanley F., S/Sgt Rogers, Lee C., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Szymik, Emil (NMI), T/Sgt Dittmar, Francis A., T/Sgt 

G Kim, Daniel (NMI), S/Sgt Bowden, Scott T., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-32500 “The Saint”(M)    

P Dauley, Charles G., 2Lt  

CP Samson, George D., 2Lt  

N None  

B Campbell, Warren B., S/Sgt  

E None  

R Rea, Willis L., Cpl  

G Sentlingar, Charles W., PFC  

F None  
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428
th

 BS War Diary:  Golfo Aranci, in Northern Sardinia, felt the string of our bombers 

today.  2 18 ship formations hit it destroying 1 merchant vessel and damaging two others.  

Buildings and adjacent installations were hit.  Formation was intercepted by 50 ME-

109’s, FW-190’s and MA-200’s, the largest interception to date; Black, Langford, 

Glover, Bennett, and Myers accounted for 5 of them, the others of the Group claim 3 

more.  P-38’s got 15 and lost one of their own; no bombers lost.  This was Langford’s 

fifth making him the first ace of the squadron.  Another fire threatened the planes but was 

subdued. 

Bennett, Robert L., T/Sgt, radio-gunner  Black, James F., Pvt, gunner 

Glover, Harold, E., S/Sgt, gunner    Langford, Alvin I., S/Sgt, gunner 

Myers, Loy G., S/Sgt, turret-gunner 

 

 

428
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 115:  

Today, June 18
th
, the raid on Golfo Aranci in the Northern part of Sardinia ranks with the 

best the group has ever accomplished.  It is one of the two or three that will stand out 

brightest in the annals of the 310
th
. 

 Two waves of 18 led by Captain Coddington of the 381
st
 and Lt. Brock of our unit 

knocked out two merchant vessels, damaged a third, and severely damaged installations, 

docks and jettys.  Photos revealed a truly remarkable set of bombing patterns.  Railroad 

tracks near the jetty were hit and strikes on many buildings on the west side of town 

emitted clouds of smoke. 

Coddington, Walter E., Capt, pilot, 381
st
 BS 

 The formation and the escort of P-38’s were intercepted at the target by 

approximately 50 ME-109’s, FW-190’s and MA-200’s.  Until another comes along, the 

strength of this enemy formation will stand out as the largest that has so far intercepted 

any medium bomber group, known to this writer. 

 Perhaps more remarkable the performance of the gunners --- particularly ours.  

Not a ship was lost, though a couple received minor damage.  The gunners accounted for 

eight enemy fighters.  Pvt Black, S/Sgts Langford, Glover, Bennett, and Myers, all of the 

428
th
, each accounted for one ME-109.  S/Sgts Szczesniak, Teddy Smith and Everett 

Tippitt, of the 380
th
, also claimed ME-109’s.  The fact that all claimants were flying at 

the tail end of the flights speaks volumes for their performance.  The P-38’s accounted 

for 15 other fighters for the loss of one.  23 enemy aircraft destroyed of 50 for one lost!  

This, coupled with the remarkable bombing drew a particularly fine commendation from 

General Doolittle.  It was quite a lick! 

Doolittle, James Harold "Jimmy", Maj Gen, pilot, 12th AF, Commander  

Szczesniak, Alfred A., S/Sgt, gunner, 380
th
 BS 

Smith, Teddy L., S/Sgt, radio-gunner, 380
th
 BS 

Tippitt, Everett O., Sgt, gunner, 380
th
 BS 
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    A/C No. 1 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Bad Seed” (flight leader) 

A/C No. 2 probably 41-13077 “The 

Reluctant Dragon” (later “Old Patch”)  

P Brock, James C., 1Lt Waugh, Carter H., 2Lt 

CP Fleming, Thornton (NMI), 2Lt Davidson, James C., 2Lt 

N Hartman, William J., 1Lt  None 

B Keys, Paul R., 2Lt Snoddy, William G., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Marrs, Horace S., S/Sgt Tow, Charles W., Jr., S/Sgt 

G Warlie, Roger Rickie, Pvt  Sierlecki, Richard E., Sgt 

F Walker, James P., ñChiefò, Maj, 

Commander (observer) 

None 

    A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Sweet Alice” 

A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified 

P Bingham, Henry G., Jr., 1Lt Beatty, John H., 1Lt 

CP Knight, Gerald R., 1Lt Gena, Gerald M., 2Lt 

N None Wortman, Robert A., 2Lt 

B Queen, Kenneth E., S/Sgt Lanning, Fred H., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Martin, Robert J., S/Sgt Stilp, John P., T/Sgt 

G Wink, Jacob A., S/Sgt Myers, Loy G., S/Sgt 

F None None 

    A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Mickey II” 

A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified 

P Brennan, Samuel J., Jr., 1Lt Wescott, Robert M., 1Lt 

CP Stewart, Hugh W., 2Lt Hogan, Jack F., F/O 

N None None 

B Herring, William S., S/Sgt Naworski, Edward F., S/Sgt  

E None None 

R Smit, Richard F., T/Sgt Chalmers, Gordon W., S/Sgt 

G Davis, Robert M. ñSluggerò, S/Sgt East, Charles D., S/Sgt 

F None None 

    A/C No. 7 probably  41-13094 

“Seasweep”  

A/C No. 8 aircraft unidentified 

P Holley, James Taylor, 1Lt Williams, Edwin W., 1Lt 

CP Whitehurst, Ray E., 2Lt    Edwards, William P., 2Lt 

N Hartman, William J., 1Lt None 

B Vestal, Marion S., 1Lt Spencer, Ronald L., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Glass, John D., S/Sgt Jack, Robert C., Sgt 

G Langford, Alvin L., S/Sgt Black, James F., Pvt 

F None None 
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     A/C No. 9 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 10  41-13083 “Old 83” 

P Smith, Merle E., 1Lt Loutrel, John McCluney, 1Lt 

CP Koch, Richard J., 2Lt   Fleming, James L., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Ovalle, Charles V., Sgt  Boatler, Sidney K., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Temple, Robert W., Pvt Bennett, Robert L., T/Sgt 

G Ciampi, Francis (NMI), Sgt Glover, Harold E., S/Sgt 

F Reed, Robert H., Sgt None 

     A/C No. 11 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 12 aircraft unidentified 

P Butterfield, William M., 2Lt Buglass, Kenneth G., 2Lt 

CP Sebor, George (NMI), 2Lt  Sandstrom, John E., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Connors, Charles L., S/Sgt Kalis, William H., Jr., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Colley, Francis E., S/Sgt Hook, Raymond K., S/Sgt  

G Storms, Donald W., S/Sgt Rankin, James V., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, 19 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):   

 

  In Italy, B-24's attack ferry and railroad yards at Villa San Giovanni, 

ferries in the Straits of Messina, and the harbor of Reggio di Calabria. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):  During 

the night of 18/19 Jun, Northwest African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) Wellingtons 

bomb Syracuse, Sicily. Northwest Tactical Air Force (NATAF), Northwest African 

Coastal Air Force (NACAF), and Northwest African Photographic Reconnaissance Wing 

airplanes maintain patrols and reconnaissance over areas of N Africa, the Mediterranean, 

Sicily, Sardinia, and mainland Italy.  HQ 33
rd

 Fighter Group transfers from Sousse, 

Tunisia to Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean.  HQ 325
th
 Fighter Group and its 318

th
 

and 319
th
 Fighter Squadrons transfer with P-40's from Souk-el-Khemis, Tunisia to 

Mateur, Tunisia. The air echelon of the 415
th
 Night Fighter Squadron, Twelfth Air Force 

with Beaufighters joins the ground echelon at La Senia, Algeria after training in England. 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  Two trucks dispatched to Tunis.  Day off for combat crews.  St. 

Joseph of Thibar Monastery put “off limits”. 

 

 



Sunday, 20 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  No Entry 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force): North-

west African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) Wellingtons bomb Messina, Sicily during the 

night of 19/20 Jun. The following morning B-26's bomb the airfields at Milo, 

Castelvetrano, and Bo Rizzo, Sicily. The Northwest Tactical Air Force (NATAF) and 

Northwest African Coastal Air Force (NACAF) maintain patrols, reconnaissance, and 

convoy escort while the Northwest African Photographic Reconnaissance Wing 

continues coverage of areas in Sicily and mainland Italy.  The 12
th
 Photographic 

Squadron (Light), 3
rd
 Photographic Reconnaissance and Mapping Group transfers with F-

5's from La Marsa, Tunisia to Ariana, Tunisia. The squadron has a detachment operating 

on Malta. The 48
th
 Troop Carrier Squadron, 313

th
 Troop Carrier Group transfers with C-

47's from Oujda, French Morocco to Kairouan, Tunisia. The 94
th
 Fighter Squadron, 1st 

Fighter Group transfers with P-38's from Chateaudun-du-Rhumel, Algeria to Mateur, 

Tunisia. The air echelon of the 111
th
 Reconnaissance Squadron (Fighter), 68

th
 

Reconnaissance Group based at Nouvion, Algeria begins operating at Bou Ficha, Tunisia 

with P-51's.  The 311
th
 Bombardment Squadron (Dive), Twelfth Air Force transfers with 

A-36's from La Senia, Algeria to Sale, French Morocco. This squadron is attached to the 

Northwest African Training Command and trains A-36 pilots. 

  

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry  

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  On the 20
th
 of June the following named officers and enlisted men 

were assigned and joined to our squadron:  

 

1
st
 Lt. William J. Schneider, pilot 

1
st
 Lt. Albert K. Oechsle, pilot 

1
st
 Lt. John G., Persson, pilot 

2
nd

 Lt. Joseph J. Brady, pilot 

T/Sgt. Clyne J. Johnston, gunner 

S/Sgt. Arthur J. Barny, Jr., gunner 

S/Sgt. Brice C. Davis, gunner 

S/Sgt. Dino Butori, gunner 

S/Sgt. Roy L. Coleman, gunner 

S/Sgt. Edwin D. Axelson, gunner 

S/Sgt. Albert R. Hill, gunner   

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  Another day of rest for the crews.  Two more trucks to Tunis. 



Monday, 21 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):   

 

  In Italy, B-24's attack the ferry terminal and surrounding areas at 

Villa San Giovanni, and the harbor area and railroad yards at Reggio di Calabria. Royal 

Air Force (RAF) heavy bombers follow up with raids on the same targets. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):    

 

  In Italy, Wellingtons bomb Naples during the night of 20/21 Jun. The 

following day, B-17's hit the Naples railroad yards, Salerno marshalling yard and trestle, 

Battipaglia marshalling yard, and Cancello Arnone air depot. Fighters fly patrol, 

reconnaissance, and convoy escort.  HQ 61
st
 Troop Carrier Group and its 59

th
 Troop 

Carrier Squadron transfer with C-47's from Lourmel, French Morocco to Kairouan, 

Tunisia.  HQ 480
th
 Antisubmarine Group, AAF Antisubmarine Command is activated at 

Port Lyautey, French Morocco to control Antisubmarine Squadrons patrolling the 

Atlantic Ocean off Morocco.  The 60
th
 Fighter Squadron, 33

rd
 Fighter Group transfers 

with P-40's from Sousse, Tunisia to Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean.  The 317
th
 

Fighter Squadron, 325
th
 Fighter Group transfers with P-40's from Souk-el-Khemis, 

Tunisia to Mateur, Tunisia. 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 116:  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 126, 21 June 1943 

 

1. UNIT:  310
th
 Bomb Gp (M) AAF.  Flight Leaders:  Capt. Johnson, 1

st
 Lt. Holley.  

Observers:  Brig Gen. Ridenour, Lt. Col. Hinman. 

 

2. At 1110        36        B-25-C’s took off to   Bomb   Marshalling yards and R.R. Trestle  

     Time   No. A/C   Type A/C              Mission                          Target                   

 

at Salerno.  _None__ returned early.       36       dropped  27 X 1000, 42 X 500, 160 X  

             No. A/C                           No. A/C                                     No & Type                                  

 

300 lb .inst and .025 sec del  bombs on target at 1350 from 9000-11,000 ft.    __34__   

                                                                   Time               Altitude         No. A/C                     

 

returned at 1610.  

            Time 

 

 



Monday, 21 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

3. RESULTS:  Many direct hits on trestle in particular on E and W ends.  Industrial 

buildings and RR spur SE of trestle were well covered.  S tip of M/Y N of trestle also 

hit.  M/Y’s and rolling stock to W of trestle well covered.  Building just N of this area 

received direct hit.  Smoke and dust covered target area. 

 

4. OBS:  E/A--No E/A engaged.  Flak--No flak at target.  Barrage type reported over 

Naples.  Naval--15-20 boats in Salerno harbor composed of medium and small M/V’s 

and 5 D/R’s.  2 medium M/V’s heading NW off coast at target. Small naval vessel 

anchored off Island of Capri. 

No messages sent or received. 

Photos were taken. 

 

5. WEATHER:  CAVU enroute and at target. 

 

6. PRESS DATA:   None    

Thirty-six (36) sorties flown 21/6/43. 

Two B-25’s made emergency landing at friendly A/D. 

Course:  33 deg for 16 miles.  Altitude 5000 ft. 

46 deg for 257 miles.  On deck. 

68 deg for 149 miles.  Climbing to 11,500 ft. 

353 deg for 15 miles at bombing altitude. 

 

        GORDON C. LOCKE, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Group S-2. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information) 

 

379
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 116:  The 

marshalling yards and railroad trestle at Salerno was the units first raid on the continent 

proper.  On June 21
st
, 36 B-25’s led by Capt. Johnson dropped three types of bombs on 

the target just south of Naples.  The target was exceptionally important in that these rail 

installations are the bottleneck through which all freight moving into the boot and hence 

to Sicily must pass.  The trestle received many direct hits on both the east and west ends.  

Industrial buildings and railroad spurs SE of the trestle were well covered.  The southern 

tip of the marshalling yard, north of the trestle, was also hit and the marshalling yard and 

rolling stock to the west of the trestle was inundated by hits.  A building just north of this 

target suffered a direct hit. 

 No fighters were seen and no flak at target.  Naples, belched an amount intense 

enough to fit in the barrage category.  Two B-25’s made emergency landings at friendly 

airdrome but these were due to gas shortages.  

 



Monday, 21 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft & crew unidentified 

(flight leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Johnson, Kenneth M. ñKenò, Capt Holstead, James R., Capt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 3 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 4 aircraft & crew unidentified  

P Logan, Harry R., Jr., 2Lt Allison, Royal B., 1Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 5 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 6 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Lindh, Jack D., 2Lt Leask, Bertram J., 2Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 7 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 8 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Liljegren, Robert V., 1Lt Wilvert, Willard E., 1Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Monday, 21 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No. 9 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 10 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Eaton, Frank H., F/O Blosel, Raymond C., F/O 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

380
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 116:  

Mission Report # 83           Date- June 21, 1943 

Target- Salerno, Italy (RR Trestle & Marshalling Yards)      Squadron airplanes- three 

 We set one or more records today when we carried our bombing attack to Italy 

itself.  It was the Group’s first mission over Italy and Continental Europe and the first 

time known that American Medium Bombers were over Italy. 

 The mission today was very successful with many direct hits on the trestle, 

industrial buildings, railroad spur, and the marshalling yards at the edge of town.  Much 

smoke billowed forth from the target area. 

 We had no enemy air opposition and the only flak seen was a barrage type over 

Naples.  There were fifteen to twenty boats in Salerno Harbor consisting of medium and 

small merchant vessels and five destroyers.  A naval vessel and two merchant vessels 

were observed just west of Italy.  All ships returned safely to the base after the tedious 

five hour trip. 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 2 aircraft unidentified  

P Porter, Lloyd L., 2Lt  Steger, Edward H., Jr., 2Lt 

CP Hament, Carrol (NMI), 2Lt Smith, Leonard D., 2Lt  

N None None 

B Longrie, Kenneth R., S/Sgt Lively, Jake S., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Wells, Donald W., S/Sgt Pratt, Ralph A., S/Sgt 

G Marquis, Wesley W., Sgt Penhale, Walter B., S/Sgt 

F None Hutchenrider, Willis E., S/Sgt 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Monday, 21 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified  

P Wright, John E., 2Lt   

CP Echols, George A., 2Lt  

N None  

B Donahue, Francis E., S/Sgt  

E None  

R Taylor, Frank E., Sgt  

G Tippitt, Everett O., Sgt  

F None  

 

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

381
st
 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 116:  

SALERNO, ITALY 

Group Mission # 116   Flight 36 B-25’s 

Sqdrn. Mission # 82   Escort 24 P-38’s. 

Take Off  11:10   Bomb Load:  (8 x 300) and (6 x 500) 

Target  13:50   Bombs Dropped:  5(8 x 300) and 6(6 x 500),  

       30,000# 

Down  16:10   Average Altitude:  10,000 

Total Time:  5 Hrs.  00 Min. 

Weather:  CAVU en route and at target. 

REMARKS:  This important rail junction and bottle neck to Southern Italy was well 

covered with bombs.  No flak or enemy aircraft were observed.  Three of our aircraft 

landed at Bizerte. 

 Brig. Gen. Ridenour flew as an observer in a 428
th
 ship. 

 

 A/C No.  41-29962 (J) A/C No.  41-13085 “Green Hornet” 

(G) (flight leader) 

P Denton, Richard D., 2Lt Coddington, Walter E., Capt 

CP Samson, George D., 2Lt Flake, Ray M., 2Lt  

N None Renton, Walter C., Jr., 2Lt 

B Miller, Foster C., S/Sgt Hornung, Willard R., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Potolsky, George (NMI), T/Sgt Thomas, Quentin W., T/Sgt 

G Miller, Foster Eugene, S/Sgt Moxey, Orville E., S/Sgt 

F Lundsten, Gustave A., Cpl White, Alpheus Wray, Jr., Maj, 

Commander (observer) 

 

 

 

 



Monday, 21 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  41-13061 “Lil Joe” (M) A/C No.  42-64596 “Donna Marie” (K) 

P Wirth, Thomas F., Jr., F/O Alexander, William T. ñAlexò, Capt 

CP Jones, William E., F/O Evans, George N., 1Lt 

N None Hickman, James G., 1Lt 

B Smith, Willie A., T/Sgt Withrow, John B., Jr., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Swanson, William M., T/Sgt Foderaro, Albert (NMI), S/Sgt 

G Pontet, Emile A., Jr., S/Sgt Mayronne, Clyde A., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29977 (L) A/C No.  42-32500 “The Saint”(P)   

P Houghtaling, Harold A., F/O Dauley, Charles G., 2Lt 

CP Anderson, George (NMI), 1Lt Kreuzkamp, Paul J., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Gawron, Joseph (NMI), S/Sgt Campbell, Warren B., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R VanKosky, Wilbur J., S/Sgt Rea, Willis L., Cpl 

G Turville, Robert Lamar, Sgt Sentlingar, Charles W., PFC 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-53445 “Lottie’s Goose” 

(N) 

A/C No.  42-64594 (O)   

P Lewis, Kenneth E., 1Lt Donnovan, Gerald M., 2Lt 

CP Wolfe, Warren M., 2Lt Bitter, Irwin S., 1Lt 

N Forbes, Robert L., 2Lt None 

B Myers, John H., 1Lt Rogers, Lee C., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Starnes, Carl B., T/Sgt Dittmar, Francis A., T/Sgt 

G George, Wade Clayton, S/Sgt Bowden, Scott T., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29969 (S) A/C No.  42-32333 “Lorelei” (Q) 

P Therrien, Robert W., 2Lt Marlow, Jack F., 2Lt 

CP Durgin, James L., 2Lt Burt, Norman A., F/O 

N None Opeka, John (NMI), Jr., 2Lt 

B Dombkowski, Stanley F., S/Sgt Colleton, John C., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Szymik, Emil (NMI), T/Sgt Budde, Walter H., T/Sgt 

G Kim, Daniel (NMI), S/Sgt White, John Edward, S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Monday, 21 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  42-32428 “Little Isadore” (R)  

P Campbell, Martin H., Jr., F/O  

CP Baisch, Joseph M., III, 2Lt  

N None  

B Grossi, Frank L., S/Sgt  

E None  

R Standish, Beverly R., S/Sgt  

G Sigafoos, James F., Jr., Sgt  

F Pummill, Earl (NMI), Cpl  

 

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  36 ships hit Italy for the first time.  Salerno, just south of Naples, 

took a pounding.  Salerno is the main line in transporting men and equipment to the boot 

of Italy.  The marshalling yards and a large trestle were hit.  No flak or fighters this time.  

Old “83’s” right engine started to sputter on the dive to hit the deck which made Lt. 

Loutrel feather the prop while over the Mediterranean.  He brought it in on one engine to 

Sidi Ahmed.  When attempting to land, the wheels wouldn’t lock when down.  One wheel 

did lock on contact but the nose wheel and other one folded up.  No one was injured but 

the ship was demolished. 

Loutrel, John McCluney, 1Lt, pilot 

 

428
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 116:  On 

June 21
st
, the 310

th
 sent 36 ships to the continent proper for the first time.  The target was 

Salerno, just south of Naples.  Salerno is the bottle neck through which all rail transport 

to the toe --- and hence, Sicily, --- must necessarily pass.  The major target was a large 

trestle and the impressive Marshalling yards around it.  Many direct hits were reported on 

the trestle and industrial buildings and the railroad.  The spur southeast of the trestle was 

seriously damaged.  Smoke and dust covered the target area. 

 The target course took the formation within easy sight of the Isle of Capri and 

Sorrento.  They were silent today.  No flak was experienced, no fighters seen.  All in all a 

good day --- except for Lt. Loutrel. 

 Old “083’s” left engine started ailing on the climb to the target.  The right engine 

began sputtering on the dive to the deck after the bomb run.  Full rich mixture cured the 

left engine, but violent vigorous vibrations caused by the right engine could only be 

stopped by feathering.  Lt. Loutrel limped into Sidi Ahmed with one good (?) engine.  On 

the approach leg, the remaining power plant gave signs of disinterest and to make it 

worse, the wheels wouldn’t lock in their lowered position.  The motor and the balloon 

barrage ahead excluded the possibility of going around. 

 Landing was the only alternative.  One wheel locked on contact, the other didn’t.  

The result -- no 083.  No one was injured, but there is one less of our original war heroes 

that can be alerted. 

 

 



Monday, 21 June 1943 (continued) 
 

   

    A/C No. 1 probably  41-13094 

“Seasweep” (flight leader)  

A/C No. 2 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Sweet Alice” 

P Holley, James Taylor, 1Lt Bingham, Henry G., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Wilson, Kieth Gordon, 1Lt  Knight, Gerald R., 1Lt 

N Hartman, William J., 1Lt None 

B Vestal, Marion S., 1Lt Queen, Kenneth E., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Glass, John D., S/Sgt Martin, Robert J., S/Sgt 

G Langford, Alvin L., S/Sgt Wink, Jacob A., S/Sgt 

F None None 

    A/C No. 3 41-13050 “Virginia 

Sturgeon” (flight leader) 

A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified 

P Peterson, Arthur C., 1Lt Southward, Thomas H., 2Lt 

CP Tooles, William B., 2Lt Edelman, Forest J., F/O 

N None None 

B Hotopp, Henry J., 2Lt Lanning, Fred H., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Guilfoyle, Frederick J., S/Sgt Kelly, Phillip J., S/Sgt 

G Michalek, Joseph F., S/Sgt Hirt, Fred A., Sgt 

F None None 

     A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Bad Seed”  

P Purifoy, Lawrence Lloyd "Peter Plink", 

2Lt 

Brock, James C., 1Lt 

CP Hartzell, Jacob S., 2Lt  Fleming, Thornton (NMI), 2Lt 

N None None 

B Lim, Wing Y., S/Sgt   Keys, Paul R., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Martin, Jack E., S/Sgt  Marrs, Horace S., S/Sgt 

G Skypeck, George F., Cpl Warlie, Roger Rickie, Pvt  

F None None 

    A/C No. 7 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 8 aircraft unidentified 

P Williams, Edwin W., 1Lt Smith, Merle E., 1Lt 

CP Edwards, William P., 2Lt Koch, Richard J., 2Lt   

N None None 

B Spencer, Ronald L., S/Sgt Ovalle, Charles V., Sgt  

E None None 

R Jack, Robert C., Sgt Bosworth, William H., T/Sgt  

G Black, James F., Pvt Ciampi, Francis (NMI), Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

 



Monday, 21 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

     A/C No. 9 41-13083 “Old 83” (crash 

landed) 

A/C No. 10 aircraft unidentified 

P Loutrel, John McCluney, 1Lt Buglass, Kenneth G., 2Lt 

CP Fleming, James L., 2Lt Sandstrom, John E., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Wortman, Robert A., 2Lt Kalis, William H., Jr., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Bennett, Robert L., T/Sgt Hook, Raymond K., S/Sgt  

G Glover, Harold E., S/Sgt Rankin, James V., S/Sgt 

F None None 

     A/C No. 11 aircraft unidentified  

P Butterfield, William M., 2Lt  

CP Sebor, George (NMI), 2Lt   

N None  

B Connors, Charles L., S/Sgt  

E None  

R Colley, Francis E., S/Sgt  

G Storms, Donald W., S/Sgt  

F Reed, Robert H., Sgt  

 

 

 



Tuesday, 22 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  P-40’s patrol over 

Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean; there are no encounters with the enemy. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):  North-

west African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) Wellingtons bomb Salerno, Italy during the 

night of 21/22 Jun. Northwest African Coastal Air Force (NACAF) Beaufighters sink a 

small vessel off E Sardinia.  The 7
th
 Troop Carrier Squadron, 62

nd
 Troop Carrier Group 

transfers with C-47’s from Matemore, Algeria to El Djem, Tunisia.  The 415
th
 Night 

Fighter Squadron, 1
st
 Air Defense Wing transfers with Beaufighters from La Senia, 

Algeria to La Sebala, Tunisia. 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  We had some rain.  Pvt McGraw returned to base. 

McGraw, Clarence T., Pvt 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday, 23 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  Royal Air Force (RAF) 

Liberators, under the operational control of the IX Bomber Command, hit the airfield at 

Comiso, Sicily. Fighters patrol over Pantelleria Island in the Mediterranean without 

incident. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):  North-

west African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) Wellingtons bomb the town of Olbia, 

Sardinia and lay mines in the harbor during the night of 22/23 Jun. Photographic 

reconnaissance airplanes continue missions, flying over areas of mainland Italy, Sicily, 

Sardinia, Corsica, and the S coast of France.  HQ 17
th
 Bombardment Group (Medium) 

transfers from Sedrata, Algeria to Djedeida, Tunisia.  The detachment of the 12
th
 

Photographic Squadron (Light), 3
rd
 Photographic Reconnaissance and Mapping Group at 

Malta returns to its base at Ariana, Tunisia. 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  6 spares in the air today and all returned. 

 

  

 

 

 



Thursday, 24 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):   

 

There is No Entry for 24 June 1943 in the USAAF Chronology. 

 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 117:  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 127, 24 June 1943 

 

1. UNIT:  310
th
 Bomb Gp (M) AAF.  Flight Leaders:  Capt. Draemel, 1

st
 Lt. Phillips. 

 

2. At 0820        36        B-25-C’s took off to   Bomb   Shipping and asgd areas at Golfo  

     Time   No. A/C   Type A/C              Mission                   Target                   

 

Aranci.  _None__ returned early.       36       dropped  216 X 500 lb inst & .025 sec del   

              No. A/C                      No. A/C                                    No & Type                                  

 

bombs on target at 1032 from 8000-10,000 ft.    __36__  returned at 1235.  

                     Time               Altitude         No. A/C                    Time 

 

3. RESULTS:  2 M/V’s in harbor, one on N side of jetty received direct hits and left 

burning.  M/V in roads not hit.  Strings of bombs fell across jetty.  Shore installations 

well covered.  Dense smoke seen coming from town.  W/T station was not hit, due to 

cloud interference on bombing run. 

 

4. OBS:  E/A--No E/A engaged.  One seaplane in Golfo Aranci harbor N of pier.  Flak--

Slight, inaccurate heavy flak at target from position 1000 ft NW of town and 

shoreline W of Gulf.  Naval--4 large M/V’s and several small craft N of jetty in 

Terranova harbor. 

No messages sent or received. 

Photos were taken. 

 

5. WEATHER:  Enroute--8/10 at 4000 ft, visibility 12-15 miles to coast.  Scattered 

clouds, visibility 10-12 miles, slight haze over water.  Target--5-7/10 coverage at 

9000 ft, visibility 4-6 miles. 

 

6. PRESS DATA:   None 

    

Thirty-six (36) sorties flown 24/6/43. 

 

 

 



Thursday, 24 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

Course:  1
st
 leg--26 deg for 195 miles.  Altitude 5000 ft to coast, on deck over water.  

2
nd

 leg--5 deg for 98 miles.  On deck climbing to 11,000 ft.  3
rd
 leg--312 deg for 45 

miles at bombing altitude.    

 

        GORDON C. LOCKE, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Group S-2. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

379
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 117:  June 

24
th
 we visited Golfo Aranci again to hit both shipping and strategic shore installations.  

Eighteen (18) of the bombers hit the harbor scoring hits directly on one vessel causing a 

substantial fire and missing the other.  Strings of bombs fell across the jetty.  The other 

18 covered some shore installations.  However, the W/T station, the special target, was 

missed due to cloud interference and dense smoke from the town caused by a previous 

formation. 

 No enemy aircraft were engaged and slight inaccurate heavy flak was no 

deterrent.  The importance of Golfo Aranci and Olbia seems to have come to an end even 

in the eyes of the axis.  What a difference in just six days since the last visit. 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 2 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Johnson, Kenneth M. ñKenò, Capt Lindh, Jack D., 2Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 3 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 4 aircraft & crew unidentified  

P Lesonik, Leo (NMI), 1Lt Logan, Harry R., Jr., 2Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 

 



Thursday, 24 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No. 5 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 6 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Carpenter, Jesse L., 1Lt Schneider, William J., 1Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 7 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 8 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Leask, Bertram J., 2Lt  Wilvert, Willard E., 1Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 9 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 10 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Liljegren, Robert V., 1Lt  Wall, Donovan S., F/O 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 11 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 12 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Eaton, Frank H., F/O Blosel, Raymond C., F/O 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thursday, 24 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

380
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 117:  

Mission Report # 84           Date- June 24, 1943 

Target- Golfo Aranci, Sardinia (Harbor shipping & town)    Squadron airplanes- twelve 

 We were out over North Sardinia again today, and with much success.  A 

merchant vessel in the Golfo Aranci Harbor received direct hits, and was left burning; 

and the bombs well covered the pier and shore installations.  The town was hit pretty 

hard, and dense smoke was coming from it when the turn was made off the target. 

 There was no enemy air opposition, and only a small amount of flak which wasn’t 

very accurate.  There were two merchant vessels at Golfo Aranci (one of which was hit) 

and four M/V’s at Olbia.  All planes returned safely. 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft unidentified (flight 

leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft unidentified 

P Draemel, Dean H., Capt Hubbard, Jack W., 1Lt 

CP Sours, Robert J., 1Lt Drew, Edward A., 2Lt 

N Kanode, Robert C., 1Lt None 

B Hall, Paul R., Jr., 2Lt  Kechter, Harry A., T/Sgt 

E None None 

R Shambaugh, Robert M., T/Sgt Brinson, Lloyd D., S/Sgt 

G Williams, John A., S/Sgt Brimhall, Bert L., Sr., Sgt 

F Wilder, Rodney R. "Hoss", Maj, 

Commander (observer) 

None 

 A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified 

P Porter, Lloyd L., 2Lt  Stutts, Earl Leeman, 1Lt 

CP Hament, Carrol (NMI), 2Lt Dodge, Charles M., 2Lt 

N None Potter, Eliot H., 2Lt 

B Longrie, Kenneth R., S/Sgt Ackerson, Newell W., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Wells, Donald W., S/Sgt Barbieri, Edward D., S/Sgt 

G Marquis, Wesley W., Sgt Janicki, Andrew J., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified  

P Steger, Edward H., Jr., 2Lt Wright, John E., 2Lt  

CP Smith, Leonard D., 2Lt  Echols, George A., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Lively, Jake S., S/Sgt Donahue, Francis E., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Pratt, Ralph A., S/Sgt Taylor, Frank E., Sgt 

G Smith, Teddy L., S/Sgt Tippitt, Everett O., Sgt 

F Hutchenrider, Willis E., S/Sgt None 

 



Thursday, 24 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No. 7 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 8 aircraft unidentified  

P Cromartie, Harry L., Jr., 1Lt Folwell, Frank C., 2Lt 

CP Carney, James B., 2Lt Bounds,  Thomas C., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Blumenfeld, Philip I., 2Lt Link, Byron F., S/Sgt  

E None None 

R Smith, Eldon M., T/Sgt Altobello, Joseph J., S/Sgt 

G Kobasa, Joseph (NMI), S/Sgt Gore, W.O., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 9 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 10 aircraft unidentified 

P Benton, James H., 2Lt  Grow, Clyde L., Capt 

CP Walton, Cecil Vernon, 2Lt  Hubbard, Jack W., 2Lt 

N None Coffey, John D., 2Lt 

B Snyder, G.F., S/Sgt Windler, John H., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Hoover, Donald E., S/Sgt Hill, Raiford B., T/Sgt 

G McConnell, Walter J., S/Sgt Pintar, John L., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 11 aircraft unidentified  A/C No. 12 aircraft unidentified 

P Shorsher, Fred A., 2Lt Rich, Robert S., 2Lt 

CP Derrick, William S., 2Lt Goss, Ralph R., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Ash, George W., PFC Jastrzemski, Walter F., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Dinges, J.W., S/Sgt Poknis, Paul A., S/Sgt 

G Black, J.J., Sgt Rodgers, Lamar F., S/Sgt 

F None Sibaila, Vytautas F., Pvt, HQ 310
th
 BG 

 

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

381
st
 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 117:  

GOLFO ARANCI, SARDINIA 

Group Mission # 117   Flight 36 B-25’s 

Sqdrn. Mission # 83   Escort 36 P-38’s. 

Take Off  08:20   Bomb Load:  (6 x 500) 

Target  10:32   Bombs Dropped:  12(6 x 500), 36,000# 

Down  12:35   Average Altitude:  9,000 

Total Time:  4 Hrs.  15 Min. 

Weather:  Visibility 12-15 miles to coast.  Slight haze over water.  At target 7/10 at 9,000 

ft. 

 

 



Thursday, 24 June 1943 (continued) 
 

  

REMARKS:  One ship was set on fire by a direct hit.  Many bombs were seen to land in 

the town.  Although the wireless installation was missed, the raid was considered very 

successful. 

 

 A/C No.  41-29969 (C) A/C No.  41-13074 “Balls of Fire” / 

“Royal Flush” (A) (flight leader) 

P Therrien, Robert W., 2Lt Phillips, Carl A., 1Lt 

CP Durgin, James L., 2Lt Cook, Walter E., F/O 

N None Opeka, John (NMI), Jr., 2Lt 

B Dombkowski, Stanley F., S/Sgt Daly, Donald J., T/Sgt 

E None None 

R Szymik, Emil (NMI), T/Sgt Nickelson, Royal C., T/Sgt 

G Kim, Daniel (NMI), S/Sgt Bozovich, Matthew L., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-32428 “Little Isadore” (B) A/C No.  42-32333 “Lorelei” (F) 

P Campbell, Martin H., Jr., F/O Wirth, Thomas F., Jr., F/O 

CP Baisch, Joseph M., III, 2Lt Jones, William E., F/O 

N None None 

B Grossi, Frank L., S/Sgt Smith, Willie A., T/Sgt 

E None None 

R Standish, Beverly R., S/Sgt Swanson, William M., T/Sgt 

G Sigafoos, James F., Jr., Sgt Pontet, Emile A., Jr., S/Sgt 

F Pummill, Earl (NMI), Cpl None 

 A/C No.  42-32422 (D)   A/C No.  41-13061 “Lil Joe” (E) 

P Wightman, Henry B. ñHankò, 1Lt Houghtaling, Harold A., F/O 

CP Sampson, George D, 2Lt Anderson, George (NMI), 1Lt 

N Renton, Walter C., Jr., 2Lt None 

B Colleton, John C., 2Lt Gawron, Joseph (NMI), S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Porter, Lloyd G., Jr., T/Sgt VanKosky, Wilbur J., S/Sgt 

G Collom, Frank C., Jr., Sgt Turville, Robert Lamar, Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-53445 “Lottie’s Goose” (J) A/C No.  41-29977 (G) 

P Lewis, Kenneth E., 1Lt Donnovan, Gerald M., 2Lt 

CP Wolfe, Warren M., 2Lt Bitter, Irwin S., 1Lt 

N Hickman,  None 

B Myers, John H., 1Lt Rogers, Lee C., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Starnes, Carl B., T/Sgt Dittmar, Francis A., T/Sgt 

G George, Wade Clayton, S/Sgt Bowden, Scott T., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 



Thursday, 24 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No.  42-32500 “The Saint”(H)   A/C No.  41-29957 (M) 

P Dauley, Charles G., 2Lt Collins, George Dennis, F/O 

CP Kreuzkamp, Paul J., 2Lt Stagner, Howard C., F/O 

N None None 

B Campbell, Warren B., S/Sgt Kelley, Donald C., T/Sgt 

E None None 

R Rea, Willis L., Sgt Rogers, Mike D., T/Sgt 

G Sentlingar, Charles W., Cpl Walsh, Richard J., T/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29980 (K) A/C No.  41-29962 (L) 

P Marlow, Jack F., 2Lt Denton, Richard D., 2Lt 

CP Burt, Norman A., F/O Samson, George D., 2Lt 

N Collins, Vincent A., 1Lt None 

B Ewalt, William F., 2Lt Miller, Foster C., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Budde, Walter H., T/Sgt Potolsky, George (NMI), T/Sgt 

G White, John Edward, S/Sgt Miller, Foster Eugene, S/Sgt 

F None Lundsten, Gustave A., Cpl 

 

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  McGraw flown to Telergma for confinement pending trial. 

McGraw, Clarence T., Pvt 

 

428
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 117:  

(428
th
 BS did not participate)   

 

 



Friday, 25 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  No Entry 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):    North-

west African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) Wellingtons bomb docks and marshalling 

yard at Olbia, Sardinia during the night of 24/25 Jun. On the following day B-17's drop 

over 300 tons of bombs on Messina, Sicily bombing the marshalling yard, the W and N 

part of town, warehouse area and part of commercial quay.  The 4
th
 Troop Carrier 

Squadron, 62
nd

 Troop Carrier Group transfer with C-47’s from Matemore, Algeria to 

Goubrine, Tunisia.  The 34
th
, 37

th
, 95

th
 and 432

nd
 Bombardment Squadrons (Medium), 

17
th
 Bombardment Group (Medium) transfer with B-26's from Sedrata, Algeria to 

Djedeida, Tunisia. The 415
th
 Night Fighter Squadron, 1

st
 Air Defense Wing transfers with 

Beaufighters from La Sebala, Tunisia to Monastir, Tunisia. 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry  

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry  

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  No mission, no news. 

 



Saturday, 26 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  During the night of 

25/26 Jun, Royal Air Force (RAF) heavy bombers, under IX Bomber Command control, 

bomb Messina, Sicily. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):    
Wellingtons bomb the Bari, Italy oil refinery during the night of 25/26 Jun.  HQ 314

th
 

Troop Carrier Group and its 32
nd

, 50
th
 and 61

st
 Troop Carrier Squadrons transfer with C-

47's from Berguent, French Morocco to Kairouan, Tunisia.  HQ 319
th
 Bombardment 

Group (Medium) and its 437
th
, 438

th
, 439

th
 and 440

th
 Bombardment Squadrons (Medium) 

transfer with B-26's from Sedrata, Algeria to Djedeida, Tunisia.  The 10
th
 Troop Carrier 

Squadron, 60
th
 Troop Carrier Group transfers with C-47's from Thiersville, Algeria to El 

Djem, Tunisia.  A detachment of the 68
th
 Bombardment Squadron (Heavy), 44

th
 

Bombardment Group (Heavy) based at Shipdham, England begins operating from 

Benina, Libya with B-24's. 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry  

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  No mission.  Truck to the beach at Tabarka. 

 

 

 

 



Sunday, 27 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  Beginning this date, the 

201
st
 Bombardment Wing (Provisional) the 93

rd
, 44

th
, and 389

th
 Bombardment Groups 

(Heavy) of the Eighth Air Force is attached to the Ninth Air Force for operations.  B-24’s 

hit airfields at Kalamaki and Eleusis, Greece, damaging buildings, runways, and parked 

airplanes; they claim 7 fighters shot down.  HQ 57
th
 Fighter Group and its 64

th
, 65

th
 and 

66
th
 Fighter Squadrons transfer with P-40’s from Tunisia to Malta. 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force): During 

the night of 26/27 Jun, Wellingtons bomb the marshalling yard and port area of Naples, 

Italy. The 328
th
, 329

th
, 330

th
 and 409

th
 Bombardment Squadrons (Heavy), 93

rd
 

Bombardment Group (Heavy) based at Hardwick, England begin operating from Bengasi, 

Libya with B-24’s.  The 506
th
 Bombardment Squadron (Heavy), 44

th
 Bombardment 

Group (Heavy) based at Shipdham, England begins operating from Benina, Libya with B-

24’s. 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  On the 27
th
 of June Lt. I.E. Grant, Capt. “Hams” old co-pilot, 

received orders to report to Algiers.  He shared with “Ham” a mighty rough tour.  We 

wish we could be with him. 

Grant, Isaac E., 1Lt, pilot          Hamilton, Robert M. "Ham", Capt, pilot 

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  At a Group formation held on the runway, Colonel Hunter 

presented the Soldier’s Medal to S/Sgt Loy G. Myers for his heroic work in holding 

carbon dioxide tube to inflate the life raft when he and his crew had crashed into the 

Mediterranean on February 21, 1943.  The rush of carbon dioxide froze his hands.  Lt. 

Duncan of the 380
th
 also received the Soldier’s Medal.  After the presentation the troops 

passed in review. 

Duncan, Randolph M., 1Lt, armament officer 

Hunter, Anthony G., Col, pilot, 310th BG Commander 

Myers, Loy G., S/Sgt, turret-gunner 

 

 



Monday, 28 June 1943 
 

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  No Entry 

   

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):    During 

the night of 27/28 Jun Northwest African Strategic Air Force (NASAF) Wellingtons 

bomb the Messina, Sicily marshalling yards and Villa San Giovanni, Italy. The following 

day, B-17's hit Leghorn, Italy, B-25's hit airfields near Olbia, Sardinia and Alghero, 

Sicily, B-26's attack the landing ground at Milis, Sardinia, and fighters hit the airfield at 

Decimomannu, Sardinia.  HQ 60
th
 Troop Carrier Group and its 11

th
 Troop Carrier 

Squadron transfer with C-47's from Thiersville, Algeria to El Djem, Tunisia.  HQ 64
th
 

Troop Carrier Group and its 16
th
, 17

th
 and 35

th
 Troop Carrier Squadrons transfer with C-

47's from Blida, Algeria to Kairouan, Tunisia.  "A" Flight of the 15
th
 Photographic 

Squadron (Heavy), 3
rd
 Photographic Reconnaissance and Mapping Group transfers with 

F-5's from Le Kroub, Algeria to La Marsa, Tunisia. "B" and "C" Flights are still in the 

US. The 27
th
 and 71

st
 Fighter Squadrons, 1

st
 Fighter Group transfer with P-38's from 

Chateaudun-du-Rhumel, Algeria to Mateur, Tunisia.  The 58
th
 Fighter Squadron, 33

rd
 

Fighter Group transfers with P-40's from Menzel Temime, Tunisia to Pantelleria Island in 

the Mediterranean. The 66
th
 and 67

th
 Bombardment Squadrons (Heavy), 44

th
 

Bombardment Group (Heavy) based at Shipdham, England begin operating from Benina, 

Libya with B-24's.  The 345
th
 Fighter Squadron, 350

th
 Fighter Group transfers with P-39's 

from Maison Blanche, Algeria to Bone, Algeria. 

 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 118:  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 128, 28 June 1943 

 

1. UNIT:  310
th
 Bomb Gp (M) AAF.  Flight Leaders:  Maj. Walker, Capt. Johnson. 

 

2. At 1000        36        B-25-C’s took off to   Bomb   Olbia Venafiorita A/D.  _None__ 

     Time   No. A/C   Type A/C              Mission                Target               No. A/C         

 

returned early.       36_      dropped  2562 X 20 lb frag  bombs on target at 1220 from 

                     No. A/C                        No & Type                                     Time           

 

8900-11,500 ft.    __36__  returned at 1420.  

            Altitude         No. A/C                   Time 

 

 

 

 



Monday, 28 June 1943 (continued) 
 

3. RESULTS:  Entire target well covered.  Hangars in SE corner left burning from direct 

hits.  15-18 large A/C in this area believed damaged or destroyed.  One large fire 

observed on E side of A/D near road intersection, another fire was started in NW 

corner, and a third fire was seen on S central side of A/D.  One A/C in NW corner 

received direct hit while attempting to take off, crashed into a second plane, 

destroying both.  Some bombs overshot N of the A/D. 

 

4. OBS:  E/A--5-8 S/E A/C seen over target area.  Did not attack.  Flak--Slight to 

moderate and inaccurate flak at target.  2 guns just off NE corner of field W of road.  

One probable position 500 to 800 yards N of field; 1 gun N of creek at SW corner.  

Flak came from Olbia harbor.  Naval--3 medium M/V’s and 1 large M/V at Olbia 

harbor.  The large M/V and a medium M/V were moored at quay on N side of harbor.  

One was anchored in middle of harbor and the fourth was in the roads.  One large 

M/V heading N, along coast at 40 deg 47 min N, 9 deg 45 min E. 

No messages sent or received. 

Photos were taken. 

 

5. WEATHER:  Enroute--Low scattered clouds at 1000 ft to 2000 ft with haze; visibility 

4-6 miles.  At target--CAVU with haze. 

 

6. PRESS DATA:   None    

Thirty-six (36) sorties flown 28/6/43. 

 

Course:  1
st
 leg--45 deg for 143 miles.  Altitude to coast 4000 ft, over water on deck.  

2
nd

 leg--346 deg for 108 miles on the deck.  3
rd
 leg--306 deg for 43 miles climbing to 

10000 ft.  4
th
 leg--351 deg for 15 miles at bombing altitude.  

 

        GORDON C. LOCKE, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Group S-2. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

379
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 118:  The 

next target was Olbia Venafiorita A/D.  Apparently it was designed to further cripple the 

defensive capabilities of NE Sardinia.  Thirty six (36) planes covered the entire target 

with frags.  Hangars in the SE corner were left burning.  Fifteen (15) to eighteen (18) 

large aircraft in this area are believed to have been damaged or destroyed.  One large fire 

was observed on the E side of the airdrome near road intersection, another fire was 

started in NW corner and a third fire was seen on the S central side of the airdrome.  One 

enemy aircraft in the NW corner received a direct hit while attempting to take off, 

crashing into a second plane and destroying both.    



Monday, 28 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 Five (5) to eight (8) enemy aircraft observed over the target but did not attack.  

Slight to moderate inaccurate flak came from gun positions at the target.  A small amount 

from Olbia Harbor. 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 2 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Johnson, Kenneth M. ñKenò, Capt Allison, Royal B., 1L 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 3 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 4 probably 42-64597 crew 

unidentified  

P Rogers, Harold E., 2Lt Harrop, Robert L., 1Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 5 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 6 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Ruppelt, Ellis A., 2Lt Logan, Harry R., Jr., 2Lt  

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 7 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 8 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Carpenter, Jesse L., 1Lt Schneider, William J., 1Lt 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 

 

 



 

Monday, 28 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No. 9 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 10 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Wall, Donovan S., F/O Eaton, Frank H., F/O 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 11 aircraft & crew unidentified   

P Blosel, Raymond C., F/O  

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

380
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 118:  

Mission Report # 85           Date- June 28, 1943 

Target- Olbia-Venafiorita Airdrome       Squadron airplanes- six 

 We annoyed “Adolph” no end today when we again suddenly struck at the “Jerry” 

airdrome at Olbia.  Thirty-six “Two Bitseys” swarmed in from the southeast and started 

their path of destruction.  The entire target area was well covered as our boys demolished 

several buildings, leaving them flaming pyres, along with the accurate destruction of 

about eighteen aircraft on the field.  Moderate flak that the gunners threw up proved to be 

inaccurate and although about eight fighters were able to take off none of them dared to 

attack. 

 Out in the harbor our boys observed four merchantmen, three of which were 

anchored and one getting up steam and heading north along the coast.  We sighed as we 

gazed on those lovely targets but since all our bombs were gone we had nothing to do but 

to swing over and head for home, with all ships reaching our base safely. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Monday, 28 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 A/C No. 1 aircraft unidentified (flight 

leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft unidentified 

P Draemel, Dean H., Capt Sours, Robert J., 1Lt 

CP Murchie, Donald J., 2Lt Gifford, Frank (NMI), 2Lt 

N Kanode, Robert C., 1Lt None 

B Hall, Paul R., Jr., 2Lt  Weinstein, Robert S., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Shambaugh, Robert M., T/Sgt Smith, Teddy L., S/Sgt 

G Williams, John A., S/Sgt Himes, Burke W., Cpl 

F None None 

 A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified 

P Picklesimer, Marion L., 2Lt Cromartie, Harry L., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Drew, Edward A., 2Lt Carney, James B., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Kessler, Paul E., S/Sgt Blumenfeld, Philip I., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Dackiewicz, John A., S/Sgt Smith, Eldon M., T/Sgt 

G Szczesniak, Alfred A., S/Sgt Kobasa, Joseph (NMI), S/Sgt 

F Sibaila, Vytautas F., Pvt, HQ 310
th
 BG None 

 A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified  

P Folwell, Frank C., 2Lt Benton, James H., 2Lt  

CP Bounds,  Thomas C., 2Lt Walton, Cecil Vernon, 2Lt  

N None None 

B Link, Byron F., S/Sgt  Snyder, G.F., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Altobello, Joseph J., S/Sgt Hoover, Donald E., S/Sgt 

G Gore, W.O., S/Sgt McConnell, Walter J., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

381
st
 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 118:  

OLBIA VENAFIORITA A/D, SARDINIA  

Group Mission # 118   Flight 36 B-25’s 

Sqdrn. Mission # 84   Escort 36 P-38’s. 

Take Off  10:00   Bomb Load:  (12 x 72) Frags 

Target  12:20   Bombs Dropped:  (12 x 72), 864# 

Down  14:20   Average Altitude:  10,200 

Total Time:  4 Hrs.  20 Min. 

Weather:  En route and return, low scattered clouds at 1-2,000 ft. At the target, CAVU 

with haze. 



 

Monday, 28 June 1943 (continued) 
 

  

REMARKS:  Several fires and black smoke arose from 15-20 aircraft which were 

dispersed on the field. 

 Flak was heavy, moderate in intensity and inaccurate. 

 That the surprise element was present is confirmed by the fact that three enemy 

aircraft were seen taking off when our formation at the target. 

 

 A/C No.  42-64596 “Donna Marie”  

P Flake, Ray M., 2Lt  

CP Knecum, Walter A., 2Lt  

N None  

B Feinglass, Philip (NMI), 2Lt  

E None  

R Fiumecel, Albert F., S/Sgt  

G Marvin, Lawrence R., Sgt  

F None  

 

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  36 ships led by Major Walker struck at the Olbia/Venafiorita 

Airdrome in Sicily.  Frags were dropped amongst 15-18 large aircraft.  A direct hit was 

scored on a plane as it was taking off causing it to crash into another one.  Five enemy 

fighters were observed but no attempt was made to intercept our formation.  Flak was in-

accurate.  Men warned to carry arms at all times as reliable sources indicated parachute 

troops were to be dropped in the vicinity.  Fire sighted at top of mountain late at night. 

Walker, James P. "Chief", Maj, pilot, Commander 

 

428
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 118:  The 

next raid in which the 428
th
 participated had the Olbia Venafiorita A/D for its target on 

June 28
th
.  The formation of 36 a/c was led by Major Walker. 

 The entire target area was well covered by fragmentation bombs.  Hangars in the 

southeast corner were left burning, and some 15-18 large a/c in this area were believed 

damaged or destroyed.  3 other fires were started, and one aircraft in the northwest corner 

received a direct hit taking off and crashed into another a/c, destroying both. 

 5 enemy fighters made no attempt to close in.  The flak was of the heavy variety, 

slight to moderate, and inaccurate.  The day was most memorable for the 428
th
 effort 

which put 18 planes over the target.  Far cry from the day when the group could muster 

no more than 8 or 9 serviceable aircraft.  Just another symbol of our group’s growing 

power. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Monday, 28 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

    A/C No. 1 probably 41-13077 “The 

Reluctant Dragon” (later “Old Patch”) 

(flight leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft unidentified 

P Walker, James P., ñChiefò, Maj, 

Commander  

Blaauw, Harold A., 1Lt 

CP Harder, Frank A., 1Lt Wilson, Kieth Gordon, 1Lt 

N Doolittle, Leonard N., 1Lt None 

B Upchurch, Jerry E., 1Lt Nessif, Joseph M., 2Lt 

E None None 

R East, Charles D., S/Sgt Bosworth, William H., T/Sgt 

G Tow, Charles W., Jr., S/Sgt Agin, Clealon J., Sgt 

F None  None  

    A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified 

P Waugh, Carter H., 2Lt Loutrel, John McCluney, 1Lt 

CP Davidson, James C., 2Lt Fleming, James L., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Snoddy, William G., 2Lt Boatler, Sidney K., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Morris, Raymond J., Sgt Bennett, Robert L., T/Sgt 

G Sierlecki, Richard E., Sgt Glover, Harold E., S/Sgt 

F None None 

       A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified 

P Buglass, Kenneth G., 2Lt Butterfield, William M., 2Lt 

CP Sandstrom, John E., 2Lt Sebor, George (NMI), 2Lt  

N None None 

B Kalis, William H., Jr., 2Lt Connors, Charles L., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Hook, Raymond K., S/Sgt  Colley, Francis E., S/Sgt 

G Rankin, James V., S/Sgt Storms, Donald W., S/Sgt 

F None None 

    A/C No. 7 probably  41-13094 

“Seasweep”  

A/C No. 8 probably 41-13053 “Stormy 

Weather” 

P Holley, James Taylor, 1Lt Wheeler, William A. K., "Gus", 1Lt 

CP Whitehurst, Ray E., 2Lt Moulder, Robert W., F/O 

N Hartman, William J., 1Lt None 

B Vestal, Marion S., 1Lt Swim, Lowell W., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Glass, John D., S/Sgt Mathis, Paul E., T/Sgt 

G Langford, Alvin L., S/Sgt Kirkland, Robert Olin "Kirk", S/Sgt    

F None Reed, Robert H., Sgt 

 

 



 

Monday, 28 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

    A/C No. 9 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Sweet Alice” 

A/C No. 10 41-13050 “Virginia 

Sturgeon” (flight leader) 

P Bingham, Henry G., Jr., 1Lt Peterson, Arthur C., 1Lt 

CP Knight, Gerald R., 1Lt Tooles, William B., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Queen, Kenneth E., S/Sgt Hotopp, Henry J., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Martin, Robert J., S/Sgt Guilfoyle, Frederick J., S/Sgt 

G Wink, Jacob A., S/Sgt Michalek, Joseph F., S/Sgt 

F None None 

    A/C No. 11 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 12 aircraft unidentified 

P Southward, Thomas H., 2Lt Purifoy, Lawrence Lloyd "Peter Plink", 

2Lt 

CP Edelman, Forest J., F/O Hartzell, Jacob S., 2Lt  

N None None 

B Foley, Patrick L., Sr., S/Sgt Lim, Wing Y., S/Sgt   

E None None 

R Kelly, Phillip J., S/Sgt Martin, Jack E., S/Sgt  

G Hirt, Fred A., Sgt Skypeck, George F., Cpl 

F None None 

     A/C No. 13 aircraft unidentified - may 

be “Bad Seed”  

A/C No. aircraft unidentified 

P Brock, James C., 1Lt Williams, Edwin W., 1Lt 

CP Fleming, Thornton (NMI), 2Lt Edwards, William P., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Keys, Paul R., 2Lt Spencer, Ronald L., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Marrs, Horace S., S/Sgt Jack, Robert C., Sgt 

G Warlie, Roger Rickie, Pvt  Black, James F., Pvt 

F None  None 

    A/C No. 15 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 16 aircraft unidentified 

P Smith, Merle E., 1Lt Beatty, John H., 1Lt 

CP Koch, Richard J., 2Lt   Gena, Gerald M., 2Lt 

N None Wortman, Robert A., 2Lt 

B Ovalle, Charles V., Sgt  Lanning, Fred H., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Temple, Robert W., Pvt Stilp, John P., T/Sgt 

G Ciampi, Francis (NMI), Sgt Myers, Loy G., S/Sgt 

F None None 
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    A/C No. 17 aircraft unidentified - may 

be “Mickey II” 

A/C No. 18 aircraft unidentified 

P Brennan, Samuel J., Jr., 1Lt Wescott, Robert M., 1Lt 

CP Stewart, Hugh W., 2Lt Hogan, Jack F., F/O 

N None None 

B Herring, William S., S/Sgt Naworski, Edward F., S/Sgt  

E None None 

R Smit, Richard F., T/Sgt Chalmers, Gordon W., S/Sgt 

G Davis, Robert M. ñSluggerò, S/Sgt East, Charles D., S/Sgt 

F None Amirault, Osborne J., Sgt 

 

 

 



Tuesday, 29 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  Royal Air Force (RAF) 

heavy bombers hit the airfield at Reggio di Calabria, Italy. P-40’s patrol the sea off Cap 

Bon, Tunisia; there are no incidents. 

 

 WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):  
Wellingtons during the night of 28/29 Jun raid ferry slips and marshalling yard at 

Messina, Sicily. Photographic reconnaissance airplanes cover areas in N and S Italy, E 

Sicily, Sardinia, Corsica, and S France. HQ 1
st
 Fighter Group transfers from Chateaudun-

du-Rhumel, Algeria to Mateur, Tunisia.  HQ 320
th
 Bombardment Group (Medium) and 

its 441
st
, 442

nd
, 443

rd
 and 444

th
 Bombardment Squadrons (Medium) transfer with B-26’s 

from Montesquieu, Algeria to Massicault, Tunisia.  The 12
th
 Troop Carrier Squadron, 60

th
 

Troop Carrier Group transfers with C-47’s from Thiersville, Algeria to El Djem, Tunisia. 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry  

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  No Entry   

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  A truck took swimmers to the beach at Le Colle.  Lt. Basich, 

T/Sgt Stilp, and S/Sgts Preisser, Myers, Smit and Guilfoyle were in an accident near Le 

Colle.  Fortunately, no one was injured.  

Basich, George F., 1Lt, intelligence  Guilfoyle, Frederick J., S/Sgt, radio-gunner  

Myers, Loy G., S/Sgt, turret-gunner   Preisser, Thomas E., S/Sgt  

Smit, Richard F., T/Sgt, radio-gunner  Stilp, John P., T/Sgt, radio-gunner 

 



Wednesday, 30 June 1943 

 
USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO): 

 

 EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Ninth Air Force):  P-40's fly escort for a 

sea rescue airplane 35 mi (56 km) N of Cap Bon, Tunisia. 

 

   WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN (Northwest African Air Force):   During 

the night of 29/30 Jun over 60 Wellingtons hit the area NW of Cape San Marco, Italy and 

the marshalling yard and surrounding area at Messina, Sicily.   In Sicily the following 

day, B-17's bomb the airfields at Palermo and Boccadifalco, B-25's hit the airfield at 

Sciacca, and B-26's strike the airfield at Bo Rizzo. Northwest African Coastal Air Force 

(NACAF) airplanes sink 2 schooners off S and E Sardinia and damage a vessel off the W 

coast of Italy.  HQ 31
st
 Fighter Group and its 307

th
 and 308

th
 Fighter Squadrons transfer 

with Spitfires from Korba, Tunisia to Gozo Island, Malta.  HQ 86
th
 Bombardment Group 

(Dive) and its 310
th
 Bombardment Squadron (Dive) transfer with A-36's from Tafaraoui, 

Algeria to Korba, Tunisia. 

 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  No Entry 

 

HQ 310
th

 BG Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 119:  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mission Report # 129, 30 June 1943 

 

1. UNIT:  310
th
 Bomb Gp (M) AAF.  Flight Commander:  Lt. Col. Bower.  Flight 

Leaders:  Capts. Coddington and Draemel, 1
st
 Lt. Holley. 

 

2. At 1950        36        B-25-C’s took off to   Bomb   Sciacca A/D.  _None__ returned 

     Time   No. A/C   Type A/C              Mission       Target        No. A/C         

 

early.       36       dropped  283 X 300 lb .1 & .025 sec del  bombs on target at 1135 

      No. A/C                        No & Type                                                         Time 

 

from 8500-11,200 ft.    __36__  returned at 1315.  

              Altitude          No. A/C                   Time 

 

3. RESULTS:  The entire landing area including the runway well covered by bomb 

pattern.  Direct hits on buildings just SW of landing area causing fires.  Flak position 

in this area also covered. 

 

4. OBS:  E/A--25-10 E/A dispersed in wooded area SE of A/D.  5-6 E/A dispersed in 

revetments along west edge of A/D.  4-6 ME-109’s attacked last element of formation 

on leaving target.  One ME-109 probably destroyed by bombers.  Attacks made from  

 

 



Wednesday, 30 June 1943 (continue) 
 

 

5 and 7 O’clock below.  Flak--Moderate to intense heavy accurate flak experienced 

over target.  Flak was reported as coming from a point just SW of A/D on road, a 4 

gun position in wooded section SE of A/D, a 4 gun position on NW corner of A/D, a 

position on hill 1 mile SW of target.  Heavy flak was also encountered at C.S. Marco.  

Naval--3-4 small M/V’s in Sciacca harbor at 1130 hours.  3 small M/V’s at C. 

Bianco.  Ground--15-20 M/T heading E, parked, on coastal highway approximately 5 

miles E of Sciacca. 

No messages sent or received. 

Photos were taken. 

 

5. WEATHER:  Target:  Ceiling unlimited, haze, visibility 6-8 miles.  Enroute:  CAVU 

to within 30 miles of Sicily.  Scud clouds at 1500 ft from here to target. 

 

6. PRESS DATA:   S/Sgt. Alvin. I. Langford (428
th
 BS), R.F.D. #1, Chester, Pa., claims 

probable destruction of ME-109. 

    

Thirty-six (36) sorties flown 30/6/43. 

 

Course:  1
st
 leg:  96 deg for 95 miles.  4000 ft over land, on deck over water.  2

nd
 leg:  

34 deg for 71 miles climbing to 11,000 ft.  3
rd
 leg:  270 deg for 12 miles at bombing 

altitude.    

 

        GORDON C. LOCKE, 

        Major, Air Corps, 

        Group S-2. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

379
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 119:  The 

month’s end was climaxed by a raid on Sciacca A/D.  Thirty six (36) Baker 25’s dropped 

300 pounders covering the entire landing area.  The runway was particularly hard hit.  

Flak positions in building just SW of the landing area were hit.  Fires were observed here. 

 Moderate to intense heavy accurate flak was encountered over target.  Some was 

encountered at C. San Marco.  Four (4) to six (6) ME-109’s were attacking the last 

element of the formation on leaving the target.  One ME-109 was probably destroyed.  

All our aircraft safely with little but minor damage returned to the home base. 
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 A/C No. 1 aircraft & crew unidentified  A/C No. 2 aircraft & crew unidentified 

P Lesonik, Leo (NMI), 1Lt Blosel, Raymond C., F/O 

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 A/C No. 3 aircraft & crew unidentified   

P Eaton, Frank H., F/O  

CP   

N   

B   

E   

R   

G   

F   

 

 

380
th

 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)  

  

380
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 119:  

Mission Report # 86           Date- June 30, 1943 

Target- Sciacca Airdrome, Sicily    Squadron airplanes- twelve 

 Thirty six planes from our Group made a very successful attack on the Landing 

Ground at Sciacca Airdrome.  The entire landing area including the runway was well 

covered by bomb pattern.  Many fires from buildings aflame in the southwest landing 

area were the result of this accurate bombing.  A flak position was also observed to be put 

out of commission when a string of bombs covered it in this area.  Heavy flak increasing 

at times from moderate to intense kept our pilots on their toes and several ships brought 

back scars displaying the ground gunners’ accuracy. 

 There were about 25 - 30 enemy aircraft dispersed in the wooded area SE of the 

A/D and 5 - 6 a/c were observed housed in revetments along the west edge of the field.  

About six ME-109’s attacked the last element of the formation on leaving the target and 

one of the enemy aircraft was probably destroyed by the bombers.  Three or four small 

M/V’s were observed in Sciacca Harbor at 11:30 hours.  A convoy of fifteen M/T’s was 

also seen heading east on coastal highway approximately five miles east of Sciacca.  

Photographs were taken of the bombing and all ships returned safely to our base. 
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 A/C No. 1 aircraft unidentified (flight 

leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft unidentified 

P Draemel, Dean H., Capt Sours, Robert J., 1Lt 

CP Murchie, Donald J., 2Lt Gifford, Frank (NMI), 2Lt 

N Kanode, Robert C., 1Lt None 

B Hall, Paul R., Jr., 2Lt  Weinstein, Robert S., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Shambaugh, Robert M., T/Sgt Smith, Teddy L., S/Sgt 

G Williams, John A., S/Sgt Himes, Burke W., Cpl 

F None None 

 A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified 

P Walcott, Albert R., 2Lt Rice, Carl E., 2Lt 

CP Faulds, Vincent R., 2Lt Hanlon, J.A., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Links, Albert G., S/Sgt Mizerski, Richard C. ñBroncoò, 2Lt  

E None None 

R Meyer, Albert J., S/Sgt Alexander, Phillip D., Cpl 

G Rasmussen, Werner E., S/Sgt Thomas, Cyril L., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified 

P Hubbard, Jack W., 2Lt Miller, James I., 2Lt 

CP Drew, Edward A., 2Lt Sowder, Tony R., F/O 

N None None 

B Kechter, Harry H., T/Sgt  Blevins, Amos M., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Brinson, Lloyd D., S/Sgt  Henry, Lewis F., S/Sgt 

G Brimhall, Bert L., Sr., S/Sgt Ritter, Robert E., Sgt 

F Hutchenrider, Willis E., S/Sgt None 

 A/C No. 7 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 8 aircraft unidentified 

P Dent, James J., Jr., Capt Ross, Fred C., Jr., 2Lt  

CP Brown, Charles R., 2Lt Faulds, Vincent R., 2Lt 

N Head, Charles M., 2Lt None 

B Anderson, J. B., 2Lt Crossman, Stanley R., Sgt  

E None None 

R Acey, Marvin E., Sgt Smith, Charles E., Cpl 

G McGimpsey, Paul D., Sgt Litchfield, Edward W., Sgt 

F None None 
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 A/C No. 9 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 10 aircraft unidentified 

P Porter, Lloyd L., 2Lt  Cromartie, Harry L., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Hament, Carrol (NMI), 2Lt Carney, James B., 2Lt 

N None None 

B Longrie, Kenneth R., S/Sgt Blumenfeld, Philip I., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Wells, Donald W., S/Sgt Smith, Eldon M., T/Sgt 

G Marquis, Wesley W., Sgt Kobasa, Joseph (NMI), S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No. 11 aircraft unidentified  A/C No. 12 aircraft unidentified 

P Folwell, Frank C., 2Lt Benton, James H., 2Lt  

CP Bounds,  Thomas C., 2Lt Walton, Cecil Vernon, 2Lt  

N None None 

B Link, Byron F., S/Sgt  Snyder, G.F., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Altobello, Joseph J., S/Sgt Hoover, Donald E., S/Sgt 

G Gore, W.O., S/Sgt McConnell, Walter J., S/Sgt 

F Sibaila, Vytautas F., PFC, HQ 310
th
 BG None 

 

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  (No non-mission information)   

 

381
st
 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 119:  

SCIACCA A/D, SICILY 

Group Mission # 119   Flight 36 B-25’s 

Sqdrn. Mission # 85   Escort 24 P-38’s. 

Take Off  09:50   Bomb Load:  (8 x 300) 

Target  11:35   Bombs Dropped:  10(8 x 300), 25,200#, 4 Salvoed. 

Down  13:15   Average Altitude:  9,850 

Total Time:  3 Hrs.  25 Min. 

Weather:  At target, visibility 6-8 miles.  En route and return, CAVU. 

REMARKS:  Enemy Aircraft attacked some of the elements in the formation without 

results.  The P-38 escort gave excellent cover, shooting down one ME-109. 

 Flak was heavy, moderate to intense and very accurate.  The ships flown by F/O’s 

Collins and Wirth were hit several times.  Lt. Dauley’s radio-gunner, Sgt. W.L. Rea, was 

hit by flak but not injured. 

 Results of bombing --- very satisfactory coverage of the landing ground. 
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 A/C No.  41-29957 (C) A/C No.  41-13085 “Green Hornet” 

(A) (flight leader) 

P Collins, George Dennis, F/O Coddington, Walter E., Capt 

CP Stagner, Howard C., F/O Ramsey, Thomas Upton, 2Lt 

N None Renton, Walter C., Jr., 2Lt 

B Kelley, Donald C., T/Sgt Hornung, Willard R., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Rogers, Mike D., T/Sgt Thomas, Quentin W., T/Sgt 

G Walsh, Richard J., T/Sgt Moxey, Orville E., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  41-29962 (B) A/C No.  42-32422 (F) 

P Denton, Richard D., 2Lt Houghtaling, Harold A., F/O 

CP Samson, George D., 2Lt Anderson, George (NMI), 1Lt 

N None None 

B Miller, Foster C., S/Sgt Gawron, Joseph (NMI), S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Potolsky, George (NMI), T/Sgt VanKosky, Wilbur J., S/Sgt 

G Miller, Foster Eugene, S/Sgt Turville, Robert Lamar, Sgt 

F Lundsten, Gustave A., Cpl None 

 A/C No.  41-13052 “TABOO” (D) A/C No.  42-64522 (E) 

P Alexander, William T. ñAlexò, Capt Wirth, Thomas F., Jr., F/O 

CP Sautter, Carl U., 2Lt Jones, William E., F/O 

N Hickman, James G., 1Lt None 

B Withrow, John B., Jr., 2Lt Smith, Willie A., T/Sgt 

E None None 

R Foderaro, Albert (NMI), S/Sgt Swanson, William M., T/Sgt 

G Mayronne, Clyde A., Sgt Pontet, Emile A., Jr., S/Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-32428 “Little Isadore” (J) A/C No.  41-13074 “Balls of Fire” / 

“Royal Flush” (G)  

P Campbell, Martin H., Jr., F/O Phillips, Carl A., 1Lt 

CP Baisch, Joseph M., III, 2Lt Cook, Walter E., F/O 

N None Opeka, John (NMI), Jr., 2Lt 

B Grossi, Frank L., S/Sgt Daly, Donald J., T/Sgt 

E None None 

R Standish, Beverly R., S/Sgt Nickelson, Royal C., T/Sgt 

G Sigafoos, James F., Jr., Sgt Bozovich, Matthew L., S/Sgt 

F Pummill, Earl (NMI), Cpl None 
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 A/C No.  42-64594 (M) A/C No.  42-64596 “Donna Marie” (K)   

P Donnovan, Gerald M., 2Lt Wightman, Henry B. ñHankò, 1Lt 

CP Bitter, Irwin S., 1Lt Sampson, George D, 2Lt 

N None Collins, Vincent A., 1Lt 

B Rogers, Lee C., S/Sgt Colleton, John C., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Dittmar, Francis A., T/Sgt Porter, Lloyd G., Jr., T/Sgt 

G Bowden, Scott T., S/Sgt Collom, Frank C., Jr., Sgt 

F None None 

 A/C No.  42-32500 “The Saint”(L)    

P Dauley, Charles G., 2Lt  

CP Kreuzkamp, Paul J., 2Lt  

N None  

B Campbell, Warren B., S/Sgt  

E None  

R Rea, Willis L., Sgt  

G Sentlingar, Charles W., Cpl  

F None  

 

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  Pay day.  We had 12 of the 36 ships that hit Sciacca Airdrome in 

Sicily.  The runway and dispersal area housing some 30-40 aircraft were well covered 

with bombs.  6 ME-109’s attacked the last element.  S/Sgt Langford got a probable.  

There was plenty of flak and the planes showed it. 

Langford, Alvin I., S/Sgt, gunner 

 

428
th

 BS Mission Summary:  (Ops Order ---/mission ---) Group Mission # 119:  On 

June 30
th
, 36 aircraft, the 3

rd
 twelve of which were led by Lt. Holley, dropped 300 

pounders on the Sciacca Airdrome in Sicily.  The entire landing area, including the 

runway was well covered.  Fires were started amongst buildings just southwest of the 

landing area.  A flak position in this area was also covered.  Some 30-35 aircraft were 

dispersed on the field. 

 Four to six ME-109’s attacked the last element of the formation -- ours.  S/Sgt 

Langford probably destroyed one of the more persistent.  However, what was more 

important was the flak.  It was moderate to intense and very accurate.  Though no serious 

damage resulted, the planes brought back considerable evidence of a mighty rough 

mission.  The boys were glad to get back in one piece.  

   

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday, 30 June 1943 (continue) 
 

 

    A/C No. 1 41-13050 “Virginia 

Sturgeon” (flight leader) 

A/C No. 2 aircraft unidentified 

P Peterson, Arthur C., 1Lt Southward, Thomas H., 2Lt 

CP Tooles, William B., 2Lt Edelman, Forest J., F/O 

N None None 

B Hotopp, Henry J., 2Lt Lanning, Fred H., 2Lt 

E None None 

R East, Charles D., S/Sgt Kelly, Phillip J., S/Sgt 

G Michalek, Joseph F., S/Sgt Hirt, Fred A., Sgt 

F Amirault, Osborne J., Sgt None 

    A/C No. 3 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 4 aircraft unidentified 

P Purifoy, Lawrence Lloyd "Peter Plink", 

2Lt 

Beatty, John H., 1Lt 

CP Hartzell, Jacob S., 2Lt  Gena, Gerald M., 2Lt 

N None Wortman, Robert A., 2Lt 

B Lim, Wing Y., S/Sgt   Kalis, William H., Jr., 2Lt 

E None None 

R Martin, Jack E., S/Sgt  Bosworth, William H., T/Sgt 

G Skypeck, George F., Cpl Morris, Raymond J., Sgt 

F None None 

    A/C No. 5 aircraft unidentified - may be 

“Mickey II” 

A/C No. 6 aircraft unidentified 

P Brennan, Samuel J., Jr., 1Lt Wescott, Robert M., 1Lt 

CP Stewart, Hugh W., 2Lt Hogan, Jack F., F/O 

N None None 

B Herring, William S., S/Sgt Naworski, Edward F., S/Sgt  

E None None 

R Temple, Robert W., Pvt  Chalmers, Gordon W., S/Sgt 

G Davis, Robert M. ñSluggerò, S/Sgt Donaldson, William M., Sgt  

F None  

       A/C No. 7 aircraft unidentified A/C No. 8 probably  41-13094 

“Seasweep” (flight leader) 

P Buglass, Kenneth G., 2Lt Holley, James Taylor, 1Lt 

CP Sandstrom, John E., 2Lt Whitehurst, Ray E., 2Lt 

N None Hartman, William J., 1Lt 

B Foley, Patrick L., Sr., S/Sgt Vestal, Marion S., 1Lt 

E None None 

R Hook, Raymond K., S/Sgt  Glass, John D., S/Sgt 

G Rankin, James V., S/Sgt Langford, Alvin L., S/Sgt 

F None None 
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    A/C No. 9 probably 41-13053 “Stormy 

Weather” 

A/C No. 10 aircraft unidentified - may 

be “Sweet Alice” 

P Wheeler, William A. K., "Gus", 1Lt Bingham, Henry G., Jr., 1Lt 

CP Moulder, Robert W., F/O Knight, Gerald R., 1Lt 

N None None 

B Swim, Lowell W., S/Sgt Queen, Kenneth E., S/Sgt 

E None None 

R Mathis, Paul E., T/Sgt Martin, Robert J., S/Sgt 

G Kirkland, Robert Olin "Kirk", S/Sgt    Wink, Jacob A., S/Sgt 

F Reed, Robert H., Sgt None 
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HQ 310
th

 BG War Diary:  Additional Information for June 1943: 

 

HEADQUARTERS 

310
th
 Bombardment Group (M) AAF 

Office of the Intelligence Officer 

New London 

5 June 1943 

 

SUBJECT:  Transmittal of Narrative of Bomber Crash-landing in Sea. 

 

TO            :  Commanding Officer, 47
th
 Wing, Nuport.  Attention:  A-2. 

 

     1.  Enclosed herewith is narrative of bomber crash-landing in the sea, on a 

mission to bomb shipping in Terranova Harbor, Sardinia, 1 June 1943.   

 

      

        GORDON C. LOCKE,  

        Major, Air Corps,  

        Group S-2 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 Off to bomb shipping in the harbor of Terranova, Sardinia, a B-25 piloted by 1
st
 

Lt. Charles W. Smith limped some 400 miles, most of it over enemy controlled waters, 

on a single engine before it was necessary to crash land it in the sea just off the coast west 

of Phillipville. 

Smith, Charles W., 1Lt, pilot, 379
th
 BS 

 

 Leading the second element of the second flight on the mission, Lt. Smith’s ship 

had just started on its bombing run over the target when two ME-109’s attacked from the 

rear.  Machine gun and cannon shells sounded like rain as they hit the ship and almost 

immediately fires broke out in the right engine and in both the inboard and outboard right 

wing tanks.  The interphone system was shot out and the stabilizer trim tab shot away.  

Turret gunner F.F. Hooks had meanwhile pumped several bursts of his .50’s into the 

attackers and they were never seen again. 

Hooks, Fred F., Sgt, turret-gunner, 379
th
 BS           Smith, Charles W., 1Lt, pilot, 379

th
 BS 

  

Bombardier B.J. O’Meara completed his bombing run almost as the attack ceased 

and the pilot turned right and dove for the deck.  Due to the loss of the stabilizer trim it 

required both he and his co-pilot A.B. Farry, to exert enough pressure on the stick to keep 

the ship going down.  The rudder trim had also been damaged and Lt. Smith found he 

needed the strength of both feet on the right rudder to make it turn. 

Farry, Albert B., 2Lt, pilot, 379
th
 BS 

O'Meara, Benedict J., 2Lt, bombardier, 379
th
 BS  

Smith, Charles W., 1Lt, pilot, 379
th
 BS 



June 1943 (continued) 
 

Immediately upon reaching the deck the Lox system was used and the engine cut 

and prop feathered.  The engine fire seemed to go out.  However the fires in the wing 

tanks kept burning.  Flying at minimum altitude to keep out of the range of Radar, the 

ship maintained and indicated air speed of 150 miles per hour at 2100 rpm and 35 inches 

of mercury.  Constant back pressure was now necessary on the stick to keep from diving.  

Rudder trim was accomplished O.K.  The two wing ships of the element dropped back to 

offer protection, but no further attacks were made. 

 

Major Coglend, a medical officer who had gone along as observer, treated co-

pilot Farry for a flesh wound suffered in the attack. 

Coglend, J. L., Maj, medical officer, HQ 47th Wing 

Farry, Albert B., 2Lt, pilot, 379
th
 BS 

 

A course of 160 degrees was maintained for 30 minutes after which the ship was 

turned to 180 degrees.  This heading was maintained until they reached a position south 

of the island of Sardinia after which the course of 218 degrees was taken up.  

  

 About ten miles off the African coast the fires in the wing seemed to grow worse 

and smoke began to pour into the navigator’s compartment.  It became obvious that the 

ship would not fly many minutes more and the pilot decided to land in the water while a 

controlled landing was still possible.  Therefore, after having flown for two hours and 

twenty minutes on one engine, he gave orders to prepare for a water landing. 

 

 According to a prearranged signal the gunner and radio operator, W.I. Sundstrom, 

were warned by sounding the emergency bell.  The following positions were assumed for 

the landing;  the pilot in his normal position, the co-pilot in his seat but moved far back as 

possible, the bombardier in the seat of the navigation compartment holding the medical 

officer in his lap, both bracing themselves on the iron foot rest on the sides and holding 

the rods running along the top of the compartment, the radio operator in his seat and the 

turret gunner braced against the bulkhead armor plate door with a cushion between his 

head and the door.  All safety belts were tightened as securely as they could be pulled. 

Coglend, J. L., Maj, medical officer, HQ 47th Wing 

Farry, Albert B., 2Lt, pilot, 379
th
 BS 

Hooks, Fred F., Sgt, turret-gunner, 379
th
 BS 

O'Meara, Benedict J., 2Lt, bombardier, 379
th
 BS  

Smith, Charles W., 1Lt, pilot, 379
th
 BS 

Sundstrom, Walter I., Sgt, radio-gunner, 379
th
 BS 

 

 About three miles off the shore the landing was made into a very slight wind, the 

sea being comparatively smooth.  The heat of the fire in the right wing was very intense 

now and pieces had begun to fall from the lower part of the wing.   Flaps being 

inoperative, the plane hit at about 110 miles per hour, tail first. 

 

 



June 1943 (continued) 
 

 The nose settled very soon afterward and as it entered the water the plane stopped 

almost immediately.  Water instantly filled the forward compartment to the level of the 

pilot’s neck, while the tail stuck up out of the water, the highest part of the ship. 

 

 All persons fared all right in the landing with the exception of the gunner.  The 

door against which he had braced himself was not locked, due to flak damage of the lock.  

On the first jar of landing he was thrown away from the door slightly and the door swung 

open.  As the plane jolted to a standstill he was tossed through the door against the 

framework of the lower turret, the armor plate door swinging closed immediately behind 

him.  In the navigation compartment, the shock threw Major Coglend out of his seat in 

the lap of the bombardier, but did not force him to lose his grip on the rods above.  The 

iron steps against which they had braced their feet were bent almost parallel to the sides. 

Coglend, J. L., Maj, medical officer, HQ 47th Wing 

Hooks, Fred F., Sgt, turret-gunner, 379
th
 BS 

O'Meara, Benedict J., 2Lt, bombardier, 379
th
 BS  

 

 No one experienced any difficulties in leaving the ship.  All but the pilot used 

their Mae Wests and had no trouble in the water.  The life raft had not been released from 

the inside and therefore, the pilot, who had climbed out on the wing, released it from that 

position.  It inflated properly and within one minute after the plane had landed the crew 

was in the raft.  The plane floated for approximately two minutes and then sank, nose 

first.  No suction was noted.  

Smith, Charles W., 1Lt, pilot, 379
th
 BS 

 

 Major Coglend, using the first aid kit that was in the raft, applied first aid for the 

cuts and bruises suffered during the landing. 

Coglend, J. L., Maj, medical officer, HQ 47th Wing 

 

 Meanwhile the two wing ships were circling transmitting for a fix so that the air 

sea rescue boat could come out and pick up the crew.  One of the ships dropped its dingy 

radio, letting it fall very near the raft.  The crew had managed to get its own radio out of 

the ship, but nevertheless rowed over and picked up the extra set.  Being so near the 

shore, they decided it would not be necessary to use their sets. 

 

 Almost immediately after the plane sunk, the crew began to row for shore.  They 

found rowing the boat very difficult and progress extremely slow.  After about ten 

minutes two Hurricanes circled the raft and half an hour later a motor launch piloted by a 

French citizen arrived on the scene and picked up the crew.  The Hurricanes had just 

returned about his time and saw the crew being taken aboard the boat. 

 

 Upon reaching the land, they were taken to a Frenchman’s home and given 

something to eat and drink.  Then they went to a nearby U.S. artillery base where they 

spent the night.  Next day transportation was secured to Bone from where they were 

returned to their home base by a bomber of their group. 



June 1943 (continued) 
 

 Lt. Smith reported that the performance of the plane on a single engine was good, 

the only difficulty being experienced with the stabilizer trim.  Were it not for the fires in 

the wing tanks it is likely that a landing could have been made along the coast or at Bone. 

Smith, Charles W., 1Lt, pilot, 379
th
 BS 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 



June 1943 (continued) 
 

379
th

 BS War Diary:  Additional Information for June 1943: 

 

379
th
 Bombardment Squadron (M) 

310
th
 Bombardment Group (M), AAF. 

 

1 July 1943 

 

SUBJECT:  Squadron History for June. 

 

TO           :  Headquarters, 310
th
 Bombardment Group (M), AAF, APO-520. 

 

     Seventeen (17) missions were successfully completed for the month of June.  

Planes of the 379
th
 Squadron having participated in twelve (12) of the seventeen (17) 

missions.  Targets such as shipping in Olbia Harbor, Sardinia; coastal gun positions, 

shipping and dock installations on Pantelleria Island; shipping and dock installations at 

Lampedusa Isle; Sciacca A/D in Sicily and Railroad Trestle and junction at Salerno, Italy 

felt the destruction of our bombs. 

 

Note:  Mission reports followed the above, and appear on the date of the mission.  

 

       HOWARD P. MEEHAN 

       1
st
 Lt., Air Corps 

       Ass’t Sq. S-2. 
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380
th

 BS War Diary:  Additional Information for June 1943: 

 

A TUNISIAN            380
th 

Bombardment Sq. 

LANDING GROUND         310
th
 Bombardment Gp.       5 June 1943 

 

 

 After six long tedious months of operational flights that finally had brought the 

enemy to a crushing defeat, the 310
th
 Bombardment Group moved further east into 

Tunisia and settled down amidst golden wheat fields at Koudiat Air Base, which was 

formerly called Kings Cross Landing Ground by the British Bomber-Fighter Squadrons 

who had been operating there prior to our move. 

 

 On the first of June, Lt. Col. H. Hinman proceeded by motor convoy with a small 

group of officers and men to prepare the camp for the remainder of the men.  Lt. Norman 

E. Carlson, commanding, and Capt. William G. Gridley and nine enlisted men of our 

squadron were among the first priority which was composed of eight officers and fifty 

four enlisted men of the group.   They arrived about nine o’clock that same day after a 

hard dusty trip and started preparations for the Advanced Echelon who were to arrive two 

days later. 

Carlson, Elmer Norman, 2Lt, personnel 

Gridley, William G., Capt, intelligence 

Hinman, Harvey H., Lt. Col, pilot, HQ 310
th
 BG, Group Deputy Commander 

 

 Although our Group was still making operational raids during this period of 

transfer, nevertheless all available aircraft were used in transporting the Advanced 

Echelon to our new field and the entire movement of this section was made in one day.  

Lts. John E. Adams Jr. and John Summerfield with ninety eight enlisted men comprised 

the air echelon and our ships brought all personnel safely to their new base. 

Adams, John E., Jr., 1Lt, intelligence 

Summerfield, John (NMI), 1Lt, intelligence 

 

 Two days later this performance was repeated when the balance of the Group’s 

personnel arrived.  This third priority was composed of Lt. L.J. Eichner, commanding, 

Lts. W.E. Hicks, H.H. Lorch, F.L. Mathews, R.M. Duncan, G.S. Ballance and the 

reminder of our enlisted personnel.  Lt. Eichner went back to Berteaux that same day and 

both he and Lt. A.M. Richardson Jr., drove up by jeep four days later, the last to reach 

our new field. 

Ballance, Gilbert S., 2Lt, P.X. Officer           Duncan, Randolph M., 1Lt, armament officer  

Eichner, Lambert John, Jr., 1Lt  Hicks, Walter E., 2Lt, intelligence 

Lorch, Henry H., 2Lt, intelligence  Mathews, Francis L., 2Lt 

Richardson, Ambrose M., 2Lt 

 

 



 June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

Lt. Roger J. Shouvlin and his Ordnance personnel made the trip by motor truck 

and arrived at Koudiat Air Base just three days after the field was evacuated by the 

British.  Without interruption our operational flights continued and our Bombers 

repeatedly struck at those stepping stones to Italy - Sicily and Sardinia. 

Shouvlin, Roger J., 2Lt, armament officer 

 

 Our new base boasts of an unusually wide runway, suitable for three planes to 

take off from it simultaneously; a large granary at the north edge of the field upon which 

Motion Pictures are shown periodically; and lastly, very friendly French and Italian 

neighbors who have made a great effort to be very hospitable toward us, their American 

friends.  Of course due to the fact that this field is at sea level, it is much warmer here and 

we all have despondent thoughts as we brace ourselves for the coming summer heat. 

 



June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

381
st
 BS War Diary:  Additional Information for June 1943: 

 

 

 When June arrived the poppies faded, the sun’s increasing warmness began to 

ripen the wheat and burn the hills around Berteaux, leaving them a uniform tan in color.  

This was the beginning of the fifth month at Berteaux.  A record breaking stay, since the 

381
st
 had never remained in one place longer than 3 months.  But it didn’t last long.  For 

some time the Group had been on the alert for a move.  Boxes were being made and 

painted and marked.  Crews were trained to take down the pyramidal tents, and an order 

was issued directing that fox holes be filled in.  Everywhere preparations were going on. 

 

 On the line, the deep holes over which the personnel had put their pup-tents were 

being filled in.  Tents and pup-tents had been taken down, and the area policed, leaving 

nothing but the planes.  In filling in the deeper holes, trouble was experienced with the 

Arabs.  All waste material --- things not wanted or which couldn’t be moved --- was 

dumped into these holes in order to make them easier to fill.  The next morning, the holes 

would be there again, as the Arabs would sneak in during the night, uncover the holes, 

and carry off everything that had been buried.  Then they had to be filled in again.  This 

little game went on for several days. 

 

 On the 5
th
 of June, the actual moving began.  The planes performed a shuttle 

service between Berteaux, Algeria, and the King’s Cross Landing Ground at Koudiat, 

Tunisia, near Souk el Arba.  All the personnel, except a few who had gone by convoy 

with the organizational equipment, moved in this manner.  The move took the better part 

of two days. 

 

 The flying time between the two bases was an even hour.   Flying over rolling, 

cork-tree covered hills not quite high enough to be called mountains, with Arab villages 

and huts sprinkled through them, brought the planes over a flat circular valley, carpeted 

with wheat fields.  “Koudiat” in Arabic means “low hill”.  In the center of the fields stood 

the low hill, covered with olive trees and grape vines.  To the South of this hill lay a large 

rectangular landing ground, with B-25’s dispersed around its perimeter.  Between the hill 

and the Landing Ground, pyramidal tents and even a few slit trenches had already made 

their appearance. 

 

 Stepping out of the plane was like climbing into a furnace.  The relatively high 

altitude and cool breeze at Berteaux after a very cold winter, had not conditioned the 

personnel to the low dry heat of Koudiat. 
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 Meanwhile, operations had been proceeding as usual.  Focus for the bombing 

missions was the tiny island of Pantelleria, off Cape Bon Peninsula.  The Group flew 267 

sorties against this miniature Malta, until its surrender on 11 June 43.  69 of these Group 

sorties were flown by the 381
st
.  They continued even though the move was taking place.  

They were not flown on the two moving days, but just as soon as all the personnel had 

arrived, the missions were resumed.  It was no small task.  Grooming planes for combat, 

loading them, and checking to see that everything is functioning properly is a big job in 

itself.  Accomplishing this work with all equipment as yet unpacked, and in the midst of 

the disorder natural to moving, was a tremendous achievement.  It brought forth the 

following commendation from General Ridenour: 

Ridenour, Carlyle H., Brig Gen, HQ 47th Wing, Commander 

 

 “TO CO THREE TENTH GP AND CO THREE TWENTY FIRST FROM 

RIDENOUR SECRET WELL DONE PD AIR OPERATION SUCCESS AGAINST 

PANTELLERIA REFLECTS THE GREATEST CREDIT UPON THE UNITS OF 

YOUR COMMAND PD YOUR SPLENDID ACCOMPLISHMENT IN DOING THIS 

HEAVY SCHEDULE WHILE IN A CHANGE IN BASE ADDED TO YOUR 

DIFFICULTIES IS FULLY APPRECIATED BY ME.” 

 

 After the victory of Pantelleria, there were several days on which missions were 

not flown, giving almost everyone an opportunity for two or three day passes.  G.I. trucks 

were run to Bone and Tunis for sightseeing and to a small town on the coast called 

Tabarka, cork trees marched down the hills to the edge of a broad sandy beach which 

circled the tiny natural harbor.  The water was warm and clear and blue; perfect for 

swimming.  Small boats could be fired for rowing around the rocky island in the harbor, 

on whose heights was perched an old Roman fortification, now used as a lighthouse.  It 

was at Tabarka that the 310
th
 established a rest camp for enlisted ground personnel.  

Pyramidal tents were set up for living quarters, orderly room, dispensary and mess hall.  

Here resemblance to an Army organization ended.  Complete freedom from restrictions 

was the order.  Swimming, boating, loafing, reading or wandering along the tree bordered 

street of the little town provided a very restful two day change in environment for the six 

men from each Squadron who went there. 

 

 On or about 11 June, the Squadron Area suddenly assumed the appearance of a 

German Motor Pool.  Personnel away in Tunis on passes had managed to acquire two 

German command cars and about half a dozen German and Italian motorcycles.  They 

were a great novelty for a while.  One of the command cars was assigned to the supply 

department, while the other was taken over by Operations for the purpose of transporting 

combat crews to and from the line.  A great deal of difficulty was experienced in making 

all of these vehicles work.  Operations chugged around in second gear for at least two 

weeks before learning how to shift into high. 

 

 



June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

 There were lots of promotions in June.  1
st
 Lts. Evans and Phillips became 

Captains, while the following 2
nd

 Lts. were promoted to 1
st
:  Denton, Fayard, Forbes, 

Hornung, Marlow and Therrien.  Enlisted Men’s promotions produced 1 M/Sgt., 4 

T/Sgts., 10 S/Sgts., 12 Sgts., 22 Cpls. and 14 PFC’s. 

Denton, Richard D., 1Lt, pilot    Evans, George N., Capt, pilot 

Fayard, Oliver E., Jr., 1Lt, bombardier  Forbes, Robert L., 1Lt, navigator 

Hornung, Willard R., 1Lt, bombardier   Marlow, Jack F., 1Lt, pilot 

Phillips, Carl A., Capt, pilot    Therrien, Robert W., 1Lt, pilot 

 

 The few June missions other than those flown on Pantelleria consisted of more or 

less routine bombing of airdromes and ports in Sardinia and Sicily.  The one mission 

flown against the Island of Lampedusa provided sufficient incentive for its surrender --- 

our ground forces moving in with more welcome than opposition.  Thus with the fall of 

these last tiny outposts of Axis opposition, the sea lanes of the Mediterranean came under 

the complete domination of American and Allied Air superiority, once more establishing 

Britain’s lines of supply to Egypt and the East.  As a further result of these victories, the 

last of Italy’s foreign plunder with the exception of Albania and Corsica, rest in the firm 

grip of the United Nations, blinding forever Mussolini’s vision of an Italian Empire in 

Africa, or anywhere else, and losing for him forever, the control of what he chose to call 

“Mare Nostrum.” 

 

   

 



June 1943 (continued) 
 

 

428
th

 BS War Diary:  Additional Information for June 1943:  The month of June saw 

by far the greatest weight of bombs dropped by our group in any one month.  It played 

better than a minor part in the fall of Pantelleria.  The 428
th
 shot down 9 enemy aircraft 

without loss to us.  The June 18
th
 raid was a new height in the amount of fighter 

interception of any of our formations, and also with a new height for bombing accuracy.  

It well deserved the commendation of Major General Doolittle.  The 428
th
 was largely 

responsible for the good showing that day.  We lost one plane during the month; Lt. 

Loutrel’s crash landing in 083 at Sidi Ahmed after our first Italy raid. 

Doolittle, James Harold "Jimmy", Maj Gen, pilot, 12th AF, Commander 

Loutrel, John McCluney, 1Lt, pilot, 

 

 

 


